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Every time I pick up
my instrument I see
it as a way to
communicate.

Gwen Laster
Vielirigt/ Activist
Composer/

Teacher

Beacoun,
NY

e “Jazz is the highest
form of freedom. What I
play depends on what the

other musicians are saying

to me through their

2557 instruments.
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before she renewed it.

I was like,
why am I sitting
in the back of

I was lucky.

Iz the Detroit )
&

Public Schools... i
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One of those situations was being pulled over by the police on
Route 9 for reasons unknown. Gwen's car was then towed after
police said her insurance had been expired for nine days

Why did they
pat me down?
Check my

¥ melody or harmonic
4 structure. After that
it's a spontaneous

..I had Black teachers
who were deeply passionate
about teaching Black kids to
excel. We did orchestra music,
we did jazz arrangements.
They'd say,—take a solo, and

7

expe usr to improvise.

2N\ I bought all the vinyl

My motivation to learn European
classical music was so I could take

it and

inspired by other
people's work.

I could firnd with a
vielin on it.

But to excel Gwen

VA needed technique.
W o

go other places.
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Maybe we're bringing together two different ‘\\\\
tonalities, Carnatic sales and Hindustani scales. Or %
maybe there's something that's on everyone's mind.

like the quy with the chokehold on the subway...
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1 So As you become a mature musician, there needs to be some impetus
5 behind why you're expressing yourself. Something you're reading or [ N\

@ gituation ir your personal life finds its way into your work.
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A few months after that, fandra Bland was pulled
over for a traffic violation in Texas arnd put in a

jail cell where she was later found dead.

I watched the video of the arrest
over and over. I never thought she

harged herself like they said,

'\\ I wrote the secornd
§'. movement reflecting
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\\_o_i the Newburgh Four.
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¢wen's feelings about this became £
‘Cigarette” the first movement
in what would become her

74 MM&HH Suite.
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famuel Harrell's death
at Fighkill Correctional
Facility, and the last movement

Irn both cases, Gwen was able to hear what
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becomeys
the story.
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*Or July 27, 2023 4 federal judge stated the FBI invented the conspiracy and ruled three of the men should be released.



