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Danielle Pack McCarthy in the
Nelsonville village office after her

victory

Danielle Pack
McCarthy Wins

Nelsonville
Runoff

Turnout exceeds first vote

Photo by L.S. Armstrong

By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

anielle Pack McCarthy won Nel-
Dsonville’s runoff election for

trustee on Tuesday (March 31),
claiming 126 votes while her opponent,
Thomas Robertson, got 104. On March
18, they had tied with 90 votes each and
thus continued their campaigns for near-
ly another two weeks, ultimately drawing
more voters than in their first go-round.

“Tt really made me proud. I was
Just touched to see how many voters
turned out.”

The March 31 total included 27 ab-
sentee ballots — 21 for Pack McCarthy
and six for Robertson. Counting both
in-person and absentee votes, Nelson-
ville citizens cast 230 ballots on Tuesday,
compared to 184 on March 18, when the
position of mayor was also on the ballot.
There are 367 registered voters in Nel-
sonville. (Incumbent Mayor Tom Corless
won re-election March 18, easily over-
coming a write-in challenge.)

Village Clerk Pauline Minners an-
nounced Pack McCarthy’s victory at ap-
proximately 9:30 p.m. on Tuesday, about
half an hour after the closing of the polls,
located in the Nelsonville Village Hall
annex. A small gathering of candidates
and supporters, plus news media, clus-
tered around to hear the results.

“I’'m pleasantly surprised” at the vic-
tory, Pack McCarthy told The Paper, add-
ing that she was struck as well by the level
of participation. She lives near the village
hall and said she saw a steady stream of
residents going to the polls throughout the

day. “It really (Continued on page 4)

The Cost
of Policing

Approaches vary
village to village

By Michael Turton

hould Cold Spring have
Sits own police depart-

ment, and is the current
model the most cost effective?
Those questions, raised in
the run-up to the recent vil-
lage election, may soon take
center stage, though outgo-
ing Mayor Ralph Falloon and
Mayor-elect Dave Merandy
have both said they believe
keeping the Cold Spring Po-
lice Department (CSPD) is
less costly than having the

Putnam County sheriff’s deputies visit Cold Spring regularly and work out of a substation in
Nelsonville.

File photo by M. Turton

Putnam County Sheriff’s De-
partment provide police protection.

At the same time, Putnam County is
examining the feasibility of consolidating
local police forces after Town of Carmel
trustees indicated that the cost of operat-
ing independent police forces has become

unsustainable. The answers, or at least
other options, may lie somewhere in be-
tween — and in other nearby communities.

The cost of operating CSPD will be
$416,418 in 2015-16, or 15 percent of total
village spending. That puts the cost of po-
lice protection at $210 per resident based

on a population of 1,893. With 14 officers,
all part-time, the village realizes consid-
erable savings because no benefits are
paid. Hourly wages range from $22.92 to
$30.02, with the officer-in-charge earn-
ing $32.02 per hour plus a stipend of
$125 per week. (Continued on page 3)

Hundreds Attend Memorial

Another youth succumbs to
heroin addiction

By Michael Turton

e sadness is always deeper when
T‘(;eath claims a young person. No
one is supposed to die in their 20s.
The intense sadness that filled the Par-
ish Hall at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
in Cold Spring on Wednesday evening
(April 1) was palpable as hundreds came
together to mourn the loss of 22-year-old
Logan Flood. The sadness overflowed to
the sidewalk outside where many wait-
ed quietly to pay their respects because
the hall was filled well beyond capacity.
Flood died on March 27, losing his battle
with heroin addiction, a disease that has
become all too common both locally and
nationally.
The brief memorial included remarks

from those closest to Flood, includ-
ing his mother Kathleen Pemble, his
father Charlie Flood, and his brother
Gilean. Pemble was very direct, mak-
ing an impassioned plea for drug ad-
diction to no longer be swept under
the rug. In her comments, and also
in an interview with CBS Television,
which covered the memorial, she re-
called attending a funeral with Lo-
gan just six weeks ago. It was the fu-
neral of yet another young man who
had died of a drug overdose. While
at that funeral, “Logan pointed out
all of his peers from high school. He
said, ‘Mom, every kid in this room I

Logan Tyler Flood

Photo provided

went to high school with is a heroin
user,” she said. “It’s so much more com-
mon than anyone can believe.”

Logan attended Haldane High School
for a time but graduated from Peekskill
High School. Pemble pointed out that her

son came from a good family, one that
had the means to get him the best treat-
ment possible. But it wasn’t enough. She
said that even in a good, loving family
and in a supportive community, addic-
tion is the issue. Logan’s (7o page 6)

Butterfield Project Receives Key Approval

An architectural rendering of buildings at the Butterfield redevelopment site

File photo by L.S. Armstrong

Planning Board affirms
site plan

By Kevin E. Foley

utterfield Square, a combined com-
Bmercial and residential develop-

ment project that will significantly
transform the Village of Cold Spring, re-
ceived site plan approval from the Cold
Spring Planning Board last Wednesday
night (April 1).

The approval came after a stop-and-
start process dating back to October
2011. The current formal site plan review
began in September 2013.

After final reports from consulting en-
gineer Chuck (Continued on page 4)
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Cook On: 1 part chaos, 2 parts calm

ample, a good amount of sap is

Wild About Maple

By Mary Ann Ebner

watery solution drips and falls,
A;lrop by drop, into a collection
ucket. If it’s a bigger operation,
the sweet liquid flows through a tubing
or pipeline system and into a food-safe
collection tank, though it’s anything
but automatic. In maple tree tapping
operations, nature commands the trick-
ling flow of sap from sugar maples, and
this year, sap flowed later than normal
around the Hudson Valley.

John Stowell, program director with
the Taconic Outdoor Education Center at
Fahnestock Memorial State Park, orches-
trates operations at the TOEC Maple Leaf
Sugar Grove. He found himself still deep
into the process of firing up the evapora-
tor at the center’s sugar shack at the close
of March. Typically, he finishes up sugar-
ing season weeks earlier, but this year’s
operations ushered him right up to April
with a late but strong release of sap.

Weather controls the flow of sap, stored
in the trunk of sugar maples. Ideal con-
ditions of cold overnight temperatures
combine with a warmer daytime envi-
ronment to naturally spur a run of sap.

“We’re processing 800 gallons of sap
right now,” Stowell said, “and our trees
are letting loose with a nice run.” The
morning’s capture of sap from the grove
proved profitable for a late-season day.

“We had a few cold nights and warm
sunny days, which we need in unison.
The lighter syrups are produced earlier
in the season, but we’re still making me-
dium, right in the middle.”

The lighter-grade syrups are delicate,
medium grades deliver mild flavor and
dark maple syrups promise a robust, full-
bodied taste.

The grove includes about 375 trees,
and Stowell utilized approximately 300
maples in the 2015 tapping operation.
Though the grove sounds more than

Maple-glazed spinach salad

needed to produce syrup. Ac-
cording to the Cornell Sugar
Maple Research & Extension
Program, it takes about 43
gallons of sap to produce one gallon of
syrup. After be-
ing captured,
sap is boiled to
remove water,
which means a
heating source
is required to
burn off about
42 gallons of
water to allow
the remaining
gallon to thick-
en into darker
syrup. For those
who want to appreciate the labor that
goes into the creation of that morning
serving of maple syrup over waffles, one
season of tapping at home may help to
realize its worth.

I can’t say that I have regrets, but I'm
leaving syrup production to Stowell and
the TOEC. With one tapped tree and a
couple of runners to help capture the
sap, I experimented in my own yard this
season. The first attempt turned into a
sugary batch of candy (utterly rich de-
spite being a sugar-coated accident), but
the second batch, boiled down on the
stovetop for hours, produced a pint of
precious golden liquid.

Household items worked to move the
process along. A piece of aluminum
from a discarded curtain rod, placed in
the tree after drilling a tiny hole, served
as the spile, where the sap exits the tree.
Reusable plastic containers were used to
capture and store the sap until boiling
time. Overall investment: a few hours
at the stove. Result: some sticky-sweet
candy and a pint of perfectly pourable
syrup.

The payoff is the syrup itself, but an
added benefit is the process of maple
sugaring, which brings people back to
nature after a long winter indoors.

“We’ve gradually expanded our pro-
gram year after year,”
Stowell said, “and in-
terest continues to
grow. We have large
groups coming daily.
That’s the beauty of
maple. Maple gets peo-
ple back outside.”

Many in these groups
are students who visit
the sugar shack during
sugaring season to see
how sap is boiled down
to make syrup. And
once they see the pro-
cess with the center’s
commercial evapora-
tor, they want to take

-
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some of that pure maple syrup  home.
Packaged under the Hudson Valley Ma-
ple Farm label, TOEC sells a variety of
sizes and grades of maple syrup. Sales of
the local product support the maple op-
eration and other educational programs
at the center.

If there’s a transitional food to usher
in springtime, at least in the Northeast
region, maple syrup measures up to the
task. The natural treat from the sugar
maple, New York’s official state tree, also
serves as inspiration for endless sourc-
es of recipes. Pancakes wouldn’t be the
same without a generous syrupy coating,
but beyond breakfast, maple shines in
main course recipes, desserts and salads.
Glazing greens with a hint of maple adds

Maple-glazed Spinach Salad

Serves 4

2 medium apples, thinly sliced
(Pink Lady or comparable variety
provides an essential crunch
and tart taste.)

Juice of ¥2 lemon

1. Coat apple slices with fresh lemon juice. Place slices in mixing bowl and

add fresh spinach. Set aside.

2. Whisk balsamic vinegar and maple syrup together in small saucepan
to prepare vinaigrette. Heat on stovetop to medium temperature, not to

boiling point.

3. Toss maple dressing with apples and spinach in mixing bowl.
4. Plate individual salads and top with drunken goat cheese shavings.

Serve immediately.

a sweetness to set a salad apart from a
standard vinaigrette-laced variation. It’s
near perfect at room temperature, but
maple vinaigrette dressing tastes its fin-
est served warm.

Stowell keeps a supply of maple syrup
on hand for his favored uses. “Pancakes
are great but it’s even better on Ben &
Jerry’s ice cream,” he said. “Vanilla with
light syrup. And once you open the bot-
tle, it has to go in the fridge, but I can’t
imagine anyone letting it sit around for
very long.”

Maple syrup is available through Hud-
son Valley Maple Farm. Pints cost $15
and quarts are $20, available in glass,
plastic and a newly added tin container.
Smaller sizes may be available during

educational tours. Call 845-265-3773 to
check sale hours.

6 cups fresh spinach, rinsed and
dried

2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar

Y4 cup maple syrup

Y4 cup drunken goat cheese shavings

Hot

(located in Vera's

Pastured & Grass

Specio|+y Grocery -
Farmstead Cheese

3091 Rt 9, Cold Spring, NY 10516
Marketplace

morb|edmeo’rshop.com

Fed Meats

Charcuterie

- Smoked Goods
& Cold Sandwiches

(845)265-2830

and Garden Center)

your source
for organic,

biodynamic &
natural wines

=y,

180 main street / beacon, ny 12508
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where food meets its match

www.artisanwineshop.com
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The COSt Of POliCing (from page 1)

Police spending is greater in the
Town of Kent, which employs a full-
time force consisting of one lieutenant,
four sergeants, three detectives, 11 po-
lice officers, one canine officer and five
dispatchers. With a population of more
than 13,000 and annual spending of
more than $3.6 million, the cost of po-
lice protection is about $271 per resident.
Like Cold Spring, officers are on duty 24
hours a day.

More meaningful comparisons, and
possible alternative approaches, may be
drawn from the villages of Fishkill, Mill-
brook and Rhinebeck.

What other villages spend

The Village of Fishkill employs 25
part-time police officers in a department
administered by a civilian commissioner.
With a population of 2,171 and spending
of just over $609,000, the annual cost of
police protection per resident is about
$280. The Town of Fishkill provides po-
lice coverage between midnight and 6
a.m. from Sunday through Wednesday at
no cost to the village.

In the Village of Millbrook, population
1,452, the annual cost of police protec-
tion is slightly less than $69 per resi-
dent. In recent years Millbrook reduced
the number of part-time officers from 14
in 1997 to just five in 2015. Total spend-
ing is now $99,620, with officers paid
$18.25 per hour. The officer-in-charge
earns $18.50 per hour. No night shift is
employed, however officers may be on
call. During summer months, coverage
is expanded with an officer on duty until
1 a.m. A spokesman for the department
told The Paper that in 2015 the village
will hire Dutchess County sheriff’s depu-
ties for the first time, but only to assist at
special events.

The Village of Rhinebeck presents
an interesting hybrid. Police protection
costs $444,700, however the village re-
ceives approximately $45,000 per year
for policing it provides to the Town of
Rhinebeck, which has no police depart-
ment. The result is that with a popu-
lation of 2,657, the net cost of police

protection per resident is about $150.
Like Millbrook, officers are not on duty
overnight. New York State Police and
Dutchess County sheriff’s deputies cover
the village between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m., at
no cost to the village. Rhinebeck employs
11 part-time officers.

While these small communities may
present alternatives in evaluating the fu-
ture of the CSPD, it seems trustees will
also have to at least consider a potential
partnership with the Putnam County
Sheriff’s Department. If the village were
required to purchase the sheriff’s ser-
vices outright, costs could very well in-
crease, as both Merandy and Falloon
fear. A first-year deputy currently earns
about $67,000 in annual salary and ben-
efits, and for a five-year veteran that cost
increases to about $120,000.

When The Paper asked Putnam Coun-
ty Finance Commissioner Bill Carlin
what Cold Spring might expect to pay to
have the sheriff provide police services,
he said: “There is no easy answer. That
would all have to be negotiated.” At one
end of the spectrum is the high cost of
deputies along with potential additional
support costs. At the other end is the
Town of Putnam Valley, which has no
police force but is patrolled by the Put-
nam County sheriff. Carlin said Putnam
Valley pays no fee for that service. The
cost is born as part of the Putnam Coun-
ty budget.

Patrolling Cold Spring

Cost is not the only factor. Falloon has
expressed concern about loss of local
control over how Cold Spring is policed,
should the sheriff take over law enforce-
ment. Currently a CSPD officer patrols
the village 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, 365 days a year. Would residents
accept sheriff’s patrols that would likely
be less frequent, even with a substation
located nearby in Nelsonville?

Current productivity levels of the CSPD
would also likely have to be discussed.
The Paper examined monthly reports to
the Village Board from Officer-in-Charge
George Kane between December 2012

Appetizers
Japanese cucumber
& burdock pickles

Daigaku-imo
Japanese sweet & savory yams

Chinese wontons
Spicy soy-vinegar dressing
& pickled chive blossoms

Ta'ameya
Egyptian fava folafel with tahini

Gado gado
Indonesian vegetable salad
with peanut sauce

Yogurt sauce

Local Beer & Wine

FRESH
COMPANY

~7,000,000,000 FOR DINNER

April 16 at 7 pm
A COMMUNITY EARTH DAY MEAL
Join us for a talk & a convivial dinner prepared by Fresh Company at
the Garrison Institute.
Nick Groombridge, Vice Chair of the Board for Friends of the UNPFA asks:
What is Earth’s carrying capacity?
How many of us will the planet have to support?

Indian grilled tandoori chicken

Reservations are required: www.garrisoninstitule.org/earthday
Directions @ www.garrisoninstitute.ory

Entrees
Feijoada
Brazilian black beans & cured meat stew

Obe Eja Tutu
Nigerian spicy tomato & fish stew

Columbian fried plantains
Yucatan pickled red onions
& cotifa cheese

Rice & sautéed collards
Hot sauce & orange wedges

Assorted bread
Ethiopia, Brazil & France

Dessert
New England Indian pudding
Maple syrup & honey

Russian Charlotte Russe
Rhubarh marmalade

\<':} RETITUTE

and January 2015. The
reports have varied in
format, and on occasion
no report was presented.
Reports were generally
treated mainly as a “note
and file” item by the board
with little discussion other
than occasional comments
regarding the number of
parking tickets issued. A
few months ago, detailed
spreadsheets gave way
to brief summaries. Even
when the detailed format
was used, no breakdown of
police activity by shift was
given, making meaningful
analysis more difficult.
Based on the monthly
data provided, CSPD has
responded to an average
of 80 calls per month from
residents and issued an
average of 53 traffic tickets
per month. Included in the

CSPD Officer-in-Charge George Kane File photo by M. T&rton

latter was an average of
20 speeding tickets along
with three additional
speeding tickets issued in school zones.
The CSPD averaged about three arrests
per month on a variety of charges that
ranged from assault and forgery to dis-
orderly conduct and operating a vehicle
without a license. The number of parking
tickets written per month ranged from
as low as 14 to as many as 101, with the
average being 55.

Weighing options

Sheriff Donald Smith likes to point out
that Putnam is the safest county in New
York state, and village officials will need
to consider the potential effect of any
change in local police coverage. If change
can cut costs while keeping Cold Spring
just as safe, there is no shortage of capi-
tal projects that could benefit from funds
shifted from the CSPD budget.

As always, there are options, and the

GoOO0OD FRIDAY

3RD OF APRIL
12:00 PM EECUMENICAL SERVICE WITH

VENERATION OF THE CROSS
RECEPTION FOLLOWS WITH TRADITIONAL “HOT CROSS BUNS”

GREAT EASTER VIGIL

4TH OF APRIL

7:00 PM CANDLELIGHT SERVICE WITH OPEN BAPTISM
(BRING A BELL TO WELCOME EASTER)
RECEPTION IN THE HALL FOLLOWS THE VIGIL

EASTER SUNDAY

5TH OF APRIL

8:00 AM MASS (SPOKEN)

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 10:30 MAss

THE CHILDREN’S EASTER EGG HUNT
FOLLOWING THE 10:30 MASS

.STMARYSCOLDSPRING.ORG

new board will have at least three to con-
sider: stick with the status quo, includ-
ing current spending levels and 24-hour
local policing; negotiate a deal with the
Putnam County sheriff that may or may
not save money while resulting in loss of
local control; or borrow from what other
villages have done and keep a CSPD but
provide less than 24-hour coverage every
day of the year. It should prove to be an
interesting discussion and a significant
test of the new board’s ability to work
together.

Note: The cost of police protection per
resident was calculated using total police
spending divided by the municipality’s
population as listed in the 2010 census.

Visit www.philipstown.info for news
updates and latest information.
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he Board of Directors of Philip-

stown.Info, Inc., has temporarily
suspended its fundraising operations
in support of Philipstown.info and The
Paper. We are taking this action as a
result of notification from the Internal
Revenue Service that our tax-exempt
status has been revoked due to a fail-
ure to file certain tax documents in a
timely manner. The death of founder

A Note from Our Board

Gordon Stewart last November has
complicated the matter of reviewing
the tax documentation.

We wish to assure all those who have
generously donated to our organization
that this IRS action does not affect the
tax deductibility of contributions made
before March 9 of this year. We are, of
course, working to resolve this matter
and to restore our tax-exempt status as

quickly as possible so that we may re-
sume our fundraising efforts.

In the meantime, the operations of
our newspaper and website will con-
tinue exactly as before. And the board
remains fully committed to the mission
of Philipstown.info and The Paper, now
and into the future.

Board of Directors
Philipstown.Info, Inc.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Organ donation urged

To the Editor:

In honor of NYS National Donate Life
Month, I would like to call your atten-
tion to the more than 10,000 people
who are waiting for organ transplants
in New York state and that April is Na-
tional Donate Life Month. According to
LiveOnNY, a new person is added to the
New York State organ transplant list ev-
ery two and a half hours. More impor-
tantly, not only can one registered donor
save up to eight lives, that same donor
can help improve the lives of 50 others.

Each April, we recognize National Do-
nate Life Month to raise awareness and
promote the importance of organ dona-

tion so that our state can move up on the
ladder of states with the highest donor
registry. New York state adults register
themselves as organ and tissue donors at
less than half the rate of adults nation-
wide. Only 22 percent of New Yorkers age
18 and over are registered but the need
for lifesaving organs in New York state
is among the highest in the country. We
need to help get the word out to save New
Yorkers’ lives. I urge New Yorkers to visit
www.LiveOnNY.org to learn how easy it
is to register to become a donor.

More information on the benefits of
organ donation can be gained by watch-
ing my cable television show, “Speak
Out-Long Live New York through Organ
Donation” tonight and on April 8th when

I speak with Helen Irving, president and
CEO of LiveOnNY and Roxanne Wat-
son, a heart transplant recipient. Irving
reaches out to viewers to dispel many
myths about organ donation and de-
scribes a special duality: not only may
an organ donor live on through his or
her recipients, but the recipients have a
chance to live on as well.

For more information or to receive a
copy of the cable show please contact
my office at 914-941-1111 or email me at
galefs@assembly.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Sandy Galef

NYS Assemblywoman - 95th AD
(914) 450-4086 | (518) 455-5348

Butterfield Project Receives Key Approval ¢rom page v

Voss and the board’s outside counsel
Anna Georgiou, the board voted 4-1 to
approve the site plan agreed to by But-
terfield Realty LLC, the organization
formed by developer Paul Guillaro to
build the project.

The board also voted preliminary ap-
proval of the subdivision plan that in-
cludes three single-family homes that will
also be built on the 5.4-acre site. The regu-
lations for subdivisions are different, and
another public hearing will be scheduled
as well as a joint meeting of the Planning
Board and the Village Board of Trustees.
The Planning Board hopes to have a sub-
division hearing in May.

The Historic District Review Board
(HDRB) will still have to issue a certifi-
cate of appropriateness as to the design

of the buildings. That is expected to fol-
low in the weeks ahead.

The approval comes with a number of
conditions the applicant must comply
with, mostly involving adherence with
state, county and village laws and regu-
lations. For example, the New York State
Department of Transportation must
grant a permit for site access roads onto
Route 9D, a state road (Chestnut Street).
The Department of Environmental Con-
servation must render approval of the
site’s storm-water runoff plans.

The Planning Board’s approval as lead
agency on the project will strongly influ-
ence other government agencies’ consid-
eration of the project.

The developer will also have to com-
plete a satisfactory agreement with the

Peculiar penguins: Haldane kindergarten students recently presented a family sing-along to highlight some of the things

they have learned this year. The program started with songs about September and continued through the month of March,
including the songs ‘Johnny Appleseed,’ ‘Christopher Columbus,” ‘Round and Round the Seasons Go,’ ‘Chubby Little Snowman,’
‘The Peculiar Penguin,’ ‘Where Is Groundhog?’ and ‘Rainbow Song.’ The grand finale was a rousing rendition of ‘America the
Beautiful.’

Photo courtesy of Haldane Central School

village government allowing for public
access to a new Gateway Park area on
the site.

Planning Board member Arne Saari
explained after the meeting that he vot-
ed no because he remains concerned that
the mass and scale of the project will
present problems for the village. He spe-
cifically cited inadequate parking con-
cerns as a risk to safety as an example.
He acknowledged that once the Village
Board voted to approve a concept plan,
the Planning Board was limited in its
ability to address his (and other mem-
bers’) concerns.

After the vote, Guillaro expressed his
appreciation for the approval and the
hard work of the volunteer board as well
as the paid consultants.

With other approvals and legal pro-
cesses still to come, construction on the
site might not begin until 2016, although
demolition of the old hospital structure
could conceivably start this year.

Danielle Pack McCarthy
Wins Nelsonville
Run()ﬂ (from page 1)

made me proud. I was just touched to see
how many voters turned out. It was emo-
tional to see that” depth of concern. “I just
want to really thank the voters.” She also
praised Robertson for choosing to run and
said his role “made it really a part of his-
tory” for the village. Ties and runoffs are
unusual in local elections. Pack McCarthy
also noted during the campaign that no
woman had ever served as trustee — a
long-standing pattern of male exclusivity
now ended.

Robertson left the annex shortly af-
ter the results were announced without
making a public statement.

Donald Graham, one of the Nelson-
ville residents at the polls for the results
(and to join his wife, an election official),
also thinks the high turnout showed “a
lot of interest” in Nelsonville affairs.
“Maybe more people will come to the
[village] meetings now,” he said, with a
note of hope.
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DRIVING? THAT’S A
SWING AND A MISS.

Take Metro-North’s direct service to Yankees home games.
And shut out game-day parking, tolls and traffic jams.

It's a one-ticket ride on all three lines and there’s direct service
for most home games. Plus, there’s frequent game day shuttle
service from Harlem-125th Street and Grand Central Terminal.

Save money. Get your train tickets before boarding at station ticket offices,
ticket machines, or use your weekly/monthly unlimited pass on game day.

Go to mta.info or call 511 for complete details, schedules and fares.

Train

£ 2015 MetropolitanTransporiabion Authoeity
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Town Board Wary but Hopeful on Handling 1%-a-Year Tax Cut

South Mountain Pass
drainage work begins,
paving proposed

By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

I Jew York State’s latest initiative
to force local jurisdictions to
further cut tax levies — by 1 per-

cent annually over each of three years as

of 2017 — caused consternation at last
week’s Philipstown Town Board meet-
ing, followed by a measure of relief when

Supervisor Richard Shea realized that

town cost-cutting already in place prom-

ises to stave off at least some hits.

Under the rather complicated multi-
year plan, towns, villages and counties
must not only stay within the state tax-
increase cap of 2 percent or less annually
— as required in recent years — but cut
their tax levies by 1 percent annually for
2017, 2018 and 2019. If they fail, their res-
idents will lose a state rebate — in Phil-
ipstown, $36 on average yearly per tax-
payer, by Shea’s calculations. For school
districts, according to information on
the state budget website, the crunch hits
in the 2016-17 academic year.

At a workshop Wednesday night
(March 25), Shea discussed the 1 percent
rule with his Town Board colleagues,
Councilors Mike Leonard, Nancy Mont-
gomery and John Van Tassel. (Councilor
Dave Merandy, Cold Spring’s mayor-

Support Groups

For a full list of area support
groups, Visit:
philipstown.info/sg

DOWNING

film center
19 Front St., Newburgh, NY

845-561-3686

www.downingfilmcenter.com

Now Showing

Effie Gray

(PG-13)
With Emma Thompson, Dakota
Fanning, Greg Wise, Tom Sturridge,
Julie Walters, Claudia Cardinale and
Derek Jacobi

FRI 5:00 7:45
SAT 2:15 5:00 7:45
SUN 3:15, MON,TUE & WED
7:30, THU 2:00 7:30

YOUR BEST BET — buy tix ahead at box office
or at www.downingfilmcenter.com

elect, was absent.) They likewise accept-
ed a bid for drainage work on South
Mountain Pass, and Shea proposed pav-
ing a stretch of the winding dirt lane to
help avoid future problems.

1percent ayear cut

As the state Division of the Budget
explains, under the Property-Tax-Freeze
Credit program, developed in 2014 to im-
plement a law passed by the state legisla-
ture, by June 1 of this year a local govern-
ment or school district wanting rebates
for residents must submit a “Government
Efficiency Plan,” specifying ways it will
“generate long-term tax-relief for New
York tax-payers.” Cutting 3 percent in a
single year won’t suffice; according to
the state, “the statute requires savings
of at least 1 percent in each of the three
years” involved.

The DOB says that the 1 percent can
come from savings attributable to gov-
ernment sharing of services or consoli-
dations. Sharing might involve common
management of property, facilities and ve-
hicles; administrative, financial or human
services departments; information tech-
nology; and other offices. Local govern-
ments or school districts can also go fur-
ther and consolidate, dissolving one and
incorporating it into another jurisdiction.

The 1 percent figure refers to 1 percent
of the property tax levy in 2014, not 1 per-
cent of total local government expendi-
tures (possibly covered in part by grants
or savings). For Philipstown, Shea said,
the 1 percent represents $64,233 per

year. (The town’s total 2014 tax levy was
$7,165,364, but that included the amount
passed through the town budget for the
North Highlands Fire District, a sum not
included in the tax-freeze calculations.)

On March 25, as the Town Board talk-
ed about further budget reductions, Shea
observed that “we don’t have the fluff to
go cutting. It’s not as if we spend on lav-
ish items.” He said that with the 1 percent
rule, the town “won’t be able to do road
projects anymore, won’t be able to do cap-
ital projects,” and would need to dismiss
staff. Similarly, Leonard said the 1 percent
rule could mean that “we’re down trying
to decide if we can run an ambulance or
not,” while Van Tassel predicted “infra-
structure is eventually going to fail.”

Five days later, Shea sounded more
sanguine.

“At first glance,” he told The Paper Mon-
day (March 30), fulfilling the 1-percent-
cut-a-year mandate “seemed to be pretty
burdensome.” Then he learned that sav-
ings realized on a recurring basis since
2012 qualify. One change, implemented
in 2013, eliminated the position of town
attorney, a job that involved a salary plus
benefits and pension. By instead using
a law firm on contractual terms, “I was
able to cut more than the requisite 1 per-
cent,” Shea said. Likewise, the town has
reduced the number of assessors from
three to one, made across-the-board cuts
in offices, abolished a Highway Depart-
ment position and trimmed emergency
services budgets, he continued. “All of

this is to say that, again, Philipstown is
ahead of the curve when it comes to sav-
ing taxpayers money. We were under the
cap the year before the cap was institut-
ed, and now we will be able to meet and
exceed the threshold set for the efficiency
plan.” Shea added that with the items he
mentioned Philipstown “will meet that”
goal. “This means that the residents of
Philipstown will receive their New York
State rebate checks,” he said. “It also
means that they can have a level of con-
fidence that we are doing all we can to
keep the levy as low as possible.”

South Mountain Pass

The board accepted the bid from Sun-
Up Enterprises Inc., for $129,876, for in-
stallation of drainage pipes along about
600 feet of South Mountain Pass, run-
ning uphill from the intersection with
Old Manitou Road, just off of Route 9D.
Based in Wappingers Falls, Sun-Up sub-
mitted the low bid; the other six ranged
from $140,000 to $231,769. “This is
something we’ve been talking about for
a while,” Shea said. He said the work cov-
ers about half of the area needing drain-
age — it “doesn’t get you to the top of
the hill” — and also warned that further
drainage efforts as well as paving might
follow. “If we’re going to put this amount
of money into that road and this amount
of drainage into that road, then we’re go-
ing to have to talk about putting a hard
surface on that road because I don’t
want to spend this money and then have
it wash down the hill,” he said.

Hundreds Attend MemOI'ial (from page 1)

father, a recovering alcoholic, wondered
aloud why he was able to overcome ad-

B L g L
Many had to wait

S

outside the Parish Hall at
beyond capacity as hundreds came out to mourn the loss of Logan Flood.

diction at age 21, while his son was not.
Patricia Flood, Logan’s aunt, spoke

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, which was filled
Photo by M. Turton

with The Paper about her nephew. “He
struggled so hard. When he was sober
he was a wonderful, shining
spirit,” she said. “He was like a
big, giant teddy bear. When he
hugged you, you felt every ounce
of his love.” She commented that
addiction is genetic and that
Logan had two strikes against
him, because it has been pres-
ent on both sides of the family.
“He really, totally wanted to be
sober,” she said, adding that he
had been in rehabilitation sev-
eral times over the years. “But
he told me that every time he
came out of rehab, it got harder
and harder.”

Logan Flood was an organ
donor. Anyone wishing to honor
his life can make a donation to
donatelifeny.org.

Visit www.philipstown.info
for news updates and latest
information.
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ITEwcomERS & BEGINNERS ARE ALWAYS WELCONIE

GROOMBRIDGE

GAIIES

WEEKLY EVENTS

ALL events stfart at 6pm

wep: DUTNIGEOIIS & DRAGOIIS EMMCOVIITERS
tav: BOARD GAIME MiGHT

MAGIC: THE GATHERING

Fri: SfTanparp fovrnament, $5
sat: DrRaFt Tovrnament, $15

165 Main STReeT + CoLp SprinG - TeL. (845) 809-5614
oPEn Iloomn To 9pm, WED-SUN * FACEBOOK.COIM/GROOMBRIDGEGATIES

PHILIPSTOWN

Young Youth
Players present:

DEPOT THEATRE

The Lost Dog Detectives

A mini-play written and directed by first- through fourth-graders
April 10, 4:30 p.m. * Free Admission

Tall County
April 10, 8 p.m. * Tickets: $15/ $12

Music Tracks presents:

HVSF Touring Company presents:

Macbeth
April 11,2 p.m. & 7 p.m. ¢ Tickets $20

On Golden Pond

by Ernest Thompson, directed by Nancy Swann
May 1-17 « Tickets $22/ $18

www.brownpapertickets.com
845.424.3900  www.philipstowndepottheatre.org
Garrison Landing, Garrison, NY (Theatre is adjacent to train station.)

Main Stage presents:
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Tall County: Striving for Directness

Americana music trio
brings their distilled sound
to the Depot Theatre

By Alison Rooney

ag: You're it. “It” being, to quote

the tags on a Tall County webpage:

acoustic, Americana, Americana
rock, alt folk, Americana roots. The
three-person band, whose instrumenta-
tion draws upon fiddle, guitar, bass, uku-

The Other Nine Months of the Year

Touring shows, residencies,
sonnet contests, teacher training:
Components of Hudson Valley
Shakespeare’s education division

By Alison Rooney

is the showpiece of the Hudson Val-

ley Shakespeare Festival (HVSF), the
festival’s yearlong educational programs
are the meat and potatoes, or, more
accurately, the vitamins and nutrients

I f the summer season under the tent

touring production of Macbeth.

that nourish and fuel everything else on
the table.

Though the most obvious public face
of the festival is its repertory season, the
organization is busy year-round in
service of their stated mission of “engag-
ing the widest possible audience in a
fresh conversation about what is
essential in Shakespeare’s plays.” In
charge of the fleet of educational
residencies and touring shows, summer
camp, actor training, teacher training,
fellowships and — new this year — a
school sonnet-writing contest (see

Jack Mackie, left, and Alex Johnson perform in the Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival’s
Photo by William Marsh

lele and — once in a while — others in
the smaller stringed-instrument vein, fits
into any one of the above musical genres.
Tall County, made up of Colin DeHond,
Liz Rauch and Ned Rauch (the latter
two of

[T 515

kigs & semiors 512

PHILIPSTOWN DEPOT THEATRE TN GARRISON

s towadepatinealog.org - BA5-L24-2900 - |

upcoming show at the

Above, poster for Tall County’s

Philipstown Depot Theatre (Poster
design by Matthew Chase); at left, Tall
County band members Colin
DeHond,left, Liz Rauch and Ned
Rauch (Photo by Michael B. Rauch)

whom are married and expecting a baby
in a few months), use stillness and
openness as their muses, “resisting the
urge to layer,” as Ned Rauch put it. He
described his compositions as “trying to
write in an open-enough way for people
to get inside a song, with enough specific
moments to not be generic. As I write I
try to leave the door open enough for
people to come in the room,
making sure to have interest-
ing things in the room.”

On Friday, April 10, that
room will effectively be the
Philipstown Depot Theatre,
where Tall County, who
describe themselves as
playing “stripped-down
sounds on strung-up instru-
ments,” will perform at 8 p.m.

Tall County was formed a
few years ago. None of the
trio began their lives in music
playing any variant of
“Americana.” Liz Bisbee
Rauch studied classical violin
through her childhood and
teens; her self-described
perfectionist nature caused
her to stop when she didn’t
feel she could do it profession-
ally, something she called “a
hard transition. It didn’t occur
to me then to look for another
style,” she recalled. Listening
to bluegrass in her 20s, she felt
inspired and (To page 14)

accompanying article) is Sean
McNall, the festival’s recently
appointed director of educa-
tion as well as its associate
artistic director.

McNall, who has moved up
from the city with his wife, a
nurse practitioner, and their
2-year-old son, started in the
position last August, but it
was not his first encounter
with the festival. In 2001, soon
after graduating from Juil-
liard, he played Romeo there.
Following his appear-
ance, he spent 12 years
with the Pearl Theater
Company in the city,
appearing in numerous
productions and
garnering a 2008 OBIE
award for Sustained
Excellence in Perfor-
mance along the way.

“A big part of what

Sean McNall, Hudson Valley Shakespeare
Festival’s associate artistic director and director
of education

Photo by A. Rooney

Pearl does is outreach
to students,” McNall
explained. “It’s a smaller out-
reach, just to six or seven
schools, but we worked with
those schools all year long, about
20-o0dd times. I was passionate
about it and wound up as
director of education there.”
McNall is undaunted by his
mission at HVSF. “I inherited an
extraordinary and robust
program from Chris Edwards
[the former director of educa-
tion], including many teaching
artists who trained under him, as
well as quite a few new ones as

well. It’s extraordinary, considering our
budget, how many we reach through our
education programs,” he said.

Touring, residencies

This year, HVSF’s touring production
(Macbeth) will be performed in a
90-minute edition in approximately 30
different venues, ranging from as far
south as Fordham Prep to schools north
of Poughkeepsie. One of those 30 is the
Depot Theatre, where it will be per-
formed on April 11, at 2 and 7 p.m.
Directed by frequent company actor
Ryan Quinn, the cast features three
former apprentices, including Garrison-

(Continued on page 11)
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Looking for things to do in and around Philipstown?

Grab The Calendar and go. For more details and ongoing events,
visit philipstown.info. Send event listings to
calendar@philipstown.info. See you around town!

FRIDAY, APRIL 3

Passover begins
Good Friday
First Friday in Cold Spring

No recycling pickup in Cold Spring

Art & Design

Grace Kennedy and Tim D’Acquisto (Opening)
6-9 p.m. Buster Levi Gallery

121 Main St., Cold Spring

845-809-5145 | busterlevigallery.com

Group Show: Shadow (Opening)

6-9 p.m. Gallery 66 NY

66 Main St., Cold Spring

845-809-5838 | gallery66ny.com

James Keepnews: Feed (Opening)

8-10 p.m. The Catalyst Gallery | 137 Main St.,
Beacon | 845-204-3844 | catalystgallery.com

Theater & Film

Calling All Poets

8 p.m. Center for Creative Education
464 Main St., Beacon
914-474-7758 | callingallpoets.net

Music

St. Philip’s Choir: Duruflé’s Requiem
7:30 p.m. St. Philip’s Church

1101 Route 9D, Garrison
845-424-3571 | stphilipshighlands.org
Girsa

8:30 p.m. Towne Crier Cafe

379 Main St., Beacon

845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

[ BEACON HEBREW |
kAllIANCEJ

POSTER DESIGN BY
XE&TMCKIBILLO

Zerg!

9 p.m. Quinn’s | 330 Main St., Beacon
845-831-8065 | quinnsbeacon.com
Last-Minute Soulmates

9 p.m. Whistling Willie’s | 184 Main St., Cold Spring
845-265-2012 | whistlingwillies.com

T. Jay

9:30 p.m. Max’s on Main | 246 Main St., Beacon
845-838-6297 | maxsonmain.com

Meetings & Lectures

Member Meeting
6:30 p.m. Beacon Sloop Club | 2 Red Flynn Drive,
Beacon | 845-463-4660 | beaconsloopclub.org

Holy Week Services

Church of St. Joachim, Beacon

5:30 p.m. Spanish Way of the Cross

7 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Centurian’s View)

51 Leonard St., Beacon

845-838-0915 | stjoachim-stjohn.org

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

6 p.m. Stations of the Cross | 1 Chestnut St., Cold
Spring | 845-265-2539 | stmaryscoldspring.org

First Presbyterian, Beacon

7 p.m. Good Friday Service

50 Liberty St., Beacon

845-831-5322 | beaconpresbychurch.com
Our Lady of Loretto

7:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross

24 Fair St., Cold Spring | 845-265-3718

Graymoor

8 p.m. Stations of the Cross

1350 Route 9, Garrison
800-338-2620 | graymoorcenter.org

Cantorial music is Jewish soul music.

We'll be hearing from Charlie Bernhaut, the host
of the Jewish Soul Music podcast. Charlie will be
playing Rosenblatt's music the way it would
have been heard over a century ago- ona1905
RCA Victrola and a1902 gramaphone.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 4

Kids & Community

Cold Spring Farmers’ Market

8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. St. Mary’s Church

1 Chestnut St., Cold Spring | csfarmmarket.org
10:30 a.m. Easter egg hunt

Meet the Bunnies

9:30 & 11 a.m. Outdoor Discovery Center
100 Muser Drive, Cornwall

845-534-5506 | hhnaturemuseum.org
Egg-Stravaganza Egg Hunt

10:30 a.m. Age 3 and younger

11 a.m.Ages 4-7 | 11:30 a.m. Ages 8-10
11:15 p.m. Children’s Planting Workshop
Fishkill Farms | 9 Fishkill Farm Road, Hopewell
Junction | 845-897-4377 | fishkillfarms.com
Free Guided History Tours

11 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. West Point Foundry Preserve
80 Kemble Ave., Cold Spring

845-473-4440, ext. 238 | scenichudson.org
Easter Egg Hunt (ages 8 and younger)

11 a.m. McConville Park, Cold Spring
Organized by Knights of Columbus
Rescheduled from March 28

Fine Art & Estate Auction

1-4 p.m. The Garrison

2015 Route 9, Garrison | 973-884-0400
Pruning and Willow-Weaving

1:30 p.m. Stonecrop Gardens

81 Stonecrop Lane, Cold Spring
845-265-2000 | stonecrop.org

Magic: The Gathering Tournament

6- 8 p.m. Groombridge Games

165 Main St., Cold Spring

845-809-5614 | groombridgegames.com

Art & Design

Group Show: Crossing Lines (Opens)

Keiko Sono: Suspended Carbon (Opens)

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Garrison Art Center

23 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison
845-424-3960 | garrisonartcenter.org

Group Show: The Alternet (Opening)

2 -4 p.m. Butterfield Library | 10 Morris Ave., Cold
Spring | 845-265-3040 | butterfieldlibrary.org
Art History Superstars Il

3 p.m. Garrison Art Center

23 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison
845-424-3960 | garrisonartcenter.org

Artist Members’ Exhibit (Opening)

3-5 p.m. Howland Cultural Center

477 Main St., Beacon

845-416-5608 | howlandculturalcenter.org

Music

David Power on Uilleann Pipes

8 p.m. 14 N. Chestnut St., Beacon | hhpb.org
Rock Band Boot Camp: Tom Waits / Blondie
8 p.m. Southern Dutchess Bowl

629 Route 52, Beacon

845-765-0472 | beaconmusicfactory.com

Stalker Reunion Concert
8 p.m. The Catalyst Gallery | 137 Main St., Beacon
845-204-3844 | catalystgallery.com

‘Sbéps__or.gz;d: B

Live Music

8 p.m. The Depot Restaurant

1 Depot Square, Cold Spring

845-265-5000 | coldspringdepot.com

Sloan Wainwright

8:30 p.m. Towne Crier Cafe | Details under Friday

Cold Flavor Repair
9 p.m. Whistling Willie’s | Details under Friday

Live Jazz

9 p.m. Chill Wine Bar | 173 Main St, Beacon
845-765-0885 | facebook.com/chillwinebar
Mighty Fine

9 p.m. Quinn’s | See details under Friday.

Vinyl Floor
9:30 p.m. Max’s on Main | See details under Friday.

Holy Week Services

Graymoor
8 a.m. Tenebrae | 8 p.m. Great Vigil of Easter
See details under Friday.

St. John the Evangelist, Beacon

9 a.m. Tenebrae | 12:30 p.m. Blessing of Food
31 Willow St., Beacon

845-838-0915 | stjoachim-stjohn.org

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

7 p.m. Easter Vigil / Open Baptism

See details under Friday.

Church of St. Joachim, Beacon
8 p.m. Easter Vigil (English/Spanish)
See details under Friday.

Our Lady of Loretto
8 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass | Details under Friday

SUNDAY, APRIL 5

Easter

Local libraries closed

Kids & Community

Beacon Farmers Market
11 a.m.- 3 p.m. Scenic Hudson River Center
Long Dock Drive, Beacon | 845-234-9325

Holy Week Services

Graymoor
6:33 a.m. Sunrise service (Founder’s Tomb)
11 a.m. Eucharist | See details under Friday.

First Presbyterian, Beacon
7 a.m. Sunrise service (Ferry Dock)
10