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By Jeff Simms

Gone are the days when it was just the beginning of the 
holiday shopping season, or even the biggest U.S. shop-
ping day of the year. Black Friday, the oddly dooms-

day-esque moniker for the day after Thanksgiving, is a global 
event — as retailers in the U.S. and, now, worldwide invite the 
shrewdest of consumers to camp out and then wait in line (or 
online) while searching for the best bargain of them all. 

But for Beacon — a city without a shopping mall that’s large-
ly bereft of chain retailers as well — the biggest shopping event 
on the planet is simply another day to buy local. And while 
the “buy local” credo has become somewhat overused in recent 
years as well, for Beacon’s merchants, it represents everything 
from a more authentic shopping experience to the most basic of 
building blocks for a growing community.

“It’s all so intertwined,” says Mei Ying So, who owns Artisan 
Wines on Main Street in Beacon along with her husband, Tim 
Buzinski. “When you buy something in Beacon, it affects the 
people and the other merchants who live here.”

By now, most shoppers are aware of the economic benefits 
of buying local. Research shows that every dollar spent at an 
independent business returns several more times to the local 
economy, ultimately sustaining not just 

Shop Main Street This Holiday Season

Joseph Giachinta at a Philipstown 
Planning Board meeting in January 
2015  Photo by Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

Maloney 
Votes With 
Republicans  
on Refugees
Risks liberal upset 
in suddenly changed 
atmosphere

By Kevin E. Foley

Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney, the 
Democrat who represents New 
York’s 18th Congressional District, 

which includes Philipstown and Beacon, 
joined with the Republican House ma-
jority last week in voting for the Ameri-
can Security Against Foreign Enemies 
(SAFE) Act of 2015. The hastily written 
bill came in the wake of the terrorist at-
tacks in Paris, which killed 130 people 
and wounded several hundred others. 

The legislation, according to new Re-
publican Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan, would further tighten the certifi-
cation process for refugees from Syria 

and Iraq hoping to enter the 
United States. 

In addition to the current 
screening requirements, the 
bill would require three agen-
cies (the FBI, Department of 
Homeland Security and Office 
of the Director of National In-
telligence) to certify that a ref-
ugee applicant is not a threat 
to Americans. President 
Obama and refugee advocates 
have argued that stringent 
screening is already in place 
for refugees, with wait times 
approaching two years.

Maloney, no stranger to 
bucking the Democratic leadership when 
he thinks it is needed, issued a statement 
on the day the bill passed:

“Our nation has long stood as a bea-
con of freedom, but after the events of 
the last few weeks some leaders have 
given into fear and turned their backs 

Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney 
 File photo by Michael Turton

Left, Mei Ying So and Tim Buzinski, owners of Artisan Wines  
in Beacon (Photo by J. Simms); Above, staff at the Hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Festival show off their holiday display. (Photo by M. Turton)

Death Shocks Community
Joseph Giachinta killed in 
accident at concrete business

By Michael Turton

Joseph Giachinta, a lifelong resident 
of Philipstown, died on Sunday, 
(Nov. 22), in an accident that oc-

curred at Mid-Hudson Concrete Prod-
ucts, his business on Route 9 north of 
Cold Spring. According to the Putnam 
County Sheriff’s Office, Giachinta was 
killed when he became pinned under 
a forklift that he was servicing after 
the hoist supporting the piece of heavy 
equipment failed. He was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

Giachinta, 58, was the son of the late 
Aurelio Giachinta and the late Barbara 
Townsend. Known to many as Joey, he 
grew up in Cold Spring, where he met his 
high school sweetheart and future wife, 
Suzanne Allen. His working life was ded-
icated to developing Mid-Hudson Con-
crete Products. His favorite times were 
spent with family at Sunday dinner or 

alongside them at the family pool. When 
not with family, Giachinta enjoyed dirt 
track racing and snowmobiling.  Recent-
ly, his fondest times were spent with his 
grandson, Joseph. 

“I’ve known Joey since I was 8 years 
old,” said Philipstown Supervisor Rich-
ard Shea. “His death is shocking. Every-
one is reeling.” Shea said family moti-
vated Giachinta. “He was part of a big 
family, and family was what drove him 
to work so hard as a provider. Joey’s 
work ethic was unquestionable; he was 
unstoppable.” He also said Giachinta was 
a valued presence on the Philipstown 
Planning Board. “He brought a real 
working-man’s perspective to that board. 
It was important to have him there.”

Ann Gallagher also knew Giachinta 
through the Planning Board, although 
her connection to him and his family was 
far deeper. “I grew up with Joey. He was 
my brother’s best friend. I loved him, my 
entire family loved him,” she said. “Joey 
was a hard worker — he never stopped. 
He was in love with his wife, his daugh-
ters and grand-

cold SPrinG 
See alSo PaGe 15

By Michael Turton

‘Tis the season.  For most of us that means there’s shop-
ping to be done.  Making holiday purchases is a highly 
anticipated, annual pleasure for some. Others may be 

less gleeful, but there are still stockings to fill and special gifts 
to be found. Doing even part of that shopping in Cold Spring 
and nearby stores can increase the pleasure while decreasing 
the stress that sometimes accompanies the holidays. 

Shopping local has been promoted for years, mainly as a way 
to boost the local economy while adding local flavor to gift giv-
ing. An ABC News report in 2013 cited numerous studies that 
attest to the economic and other benefits of keeping seasonal 
spending close to home. “For every $100 spent at a locally-
owned business, $68 stays in the local economy compared to 
only $43 if spent at a national chain,” the report stated. It also 
pointed out that local businesses purchase other local goods 
and services at more than twice the rate of chain stores. Local-
ly owned businesses have also been shown to contribute more 
to local charities and fundraisers than national companies. 
“It is well documented that local retailers offer much stron-
ger support for local economies than do national chains,” the 
ABC report concluded. Numerous sources also point out the 
environmental benefits of buying local 
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Winter Special: “Kook Bap”

roots and Shoots

Giving Thanks for the Harvest
By Pamela Doan

It’s a time for feasting and in cultures 
around the world, a time for giving 
thanks for the harvest. In that spirit, 

I asked a few gardeners what they were 
thankful for this season. Here’s what 
they said: 

I am thankful for the worms in the 
garden. — Rich Dunne

I am thankful for the bounty of organ-
ically grown vegetables right outside 
my door. — Zshawn Sullivan Smith 

I am thankful for the amazingly stal-
wart epimedium and helleborus, and 
the lovely flowers they give me. — Mar-
jorie Shaner

Friends who share their perennial 
divisions. A garden legacy. — Jennifer 
Stengle

A great tomato season. — MJ Muggins 

The awesome feeling of peace I get 
when I have my hands in the soil. — 
Dianne Olsen 

What I love about these call-outs for 
appreciation are the bigger implications 
for the environment. Worms, for exam-
ple, aerate the soil and move subsoil up 
into the topsoil. They can only live in soil 
that has nutrients, moisture and oxy-
gen, though, so the soil must have been 
amended with organic matter to create 
a suitable habitat. Worms are good for 
plants and plants are good for worms; 
that’s balance. 

Smith’s organically grown vegetables 
have multiple benefits, too, not just for 
her and the lucky folks she might share 
them with. Her growing methods sup-
port soil health, don’t require potentially 
hazardous chemical fertilizers or pesti-
cides, and are more sustainable during 
extreme weather conditions like drought 
or heavy downpours. 

Vegetables don’t get all the glory in the 
garden, though. Flow-
ers, like the hardy and 
beautiful varieties that 
Shaner mentions, en-
rich our world and pro-
vide habitat and food 
for birds, insects and 
animals. Make those 
flowers native plants 
and be confident that 
your plant isn’t going to 
cause any consequences 
that you don’t intend. 

Olsen’s point about 
the way that time slows 
down and stress falls 
away when your hands 

Giving thanks for a plentiful harvest

Composting worms make healthy soil, too.  Photos by P Doan

are in the soil has been supported by 
research. Studies show that gardening 
reduces stress and leads to better men-
tal health overall, even improving symp-
toms of depression. Physically, gardening 
counts as exercise, too, keeping us lim-
ber, getting the blood pumping and mov-
ing us out into the sunshine and fresh 
air. The more garden tasks that you do 
manually bump up that boost, so leave 
the polluting gas-engine powered tools 
in the garage and live longer. 

Sometimes gardening feels like it’s 
about luck, too. Luck pertains to weath-
er, pests, decent growing conditions, and 
opportunity, like friends who share their 
perennials. I’m thankful for a lucky year 
with my efforts (except for that vibur-
num leaf beetle, that was very bad luck). 

I’m thankful that my seedling trees 
grew bigger; the deer left my perennials 
alone until the end of the season; and my 
tomatoes came through without blight or 
pests. I was fortunate to have conservation 
measures like a rain barrel setup when we 
didn’t have rain for weeks and weeks. 

I’m thankful for all the support and 
learning experiences I had this year; 
even writing this column gives me a rea-
son to research and experiment more as 
a way to give myself new material. 

As I’ve admitted, this year there wasn’t 
much of a garden and my family enjoyed 
CSA (Community Supported Agricul-
ture) membership, instead. Until we fig-
ure out a plan to clear some timber and 
open up the garden to get more sunlight, 
not much is going to grow. In the mean-
time, I trudged into the fields at Fishkill 
Farms and picked fruit and vegetables 
every week and took note of their tech-
niques. I’d never seen tomatoes planted 

so thickly. That black plastic mulch made 
a big difference in keeping weeds down 
and moisture in. I always find ideas and 
inspiration in other people’s gardens and 
their operation didn’t cut any corners. 

The more I learn about the natural 
world, the more concerned I become for 
our rapidly changing planet and con-
serving the resources we have left. The 
choices we make in our yards every day 
matter. 

As the holiday season is upon us and 
moments spent with hands in the soil 
dwindle until spring, noting gratitude 
for the harvest, whatever that means 
personally, keeps us aware of what lies 
under that layer of snow and awaits the 
sun’s warmth again. 

Thankful to live here, yes, and thank-
ful for gardeners who share the senti-
ment. Climate change is bringing new 
challenges and making friends with the 
soil is our only choice. 
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“There is a hole in so many hearts 
right now and there will be for a 
long time, if not forever.”

Death Shocks 
Community  (from Page 1)on refugees,” he said. “These actions are 

reprehensible, and present a false choice 
between our values and our security. It’s 
understandable that people are scared, 
and Americans have a right to know that 
the process we use to screen refugees 
will keep us safe. 

“I have faith in our system, and I don’t 
believe these refugees — the overwhelm-
ing majority of whom are women, elderly, 
and children — threaten our communi-
ties or national security. So instead of 
slowing the program or pausing it, the 
administration should agree to immedi-
ately certify refugees if they pass the cur-
rent extensive screenings and we should 
all refocus on actual threats.”

The statement gives the impression 
that he would be opposed to actions such 
as the Republican legislation he actu-
ally voted for. The New York Times asked 
Maloney for comment on his and other 
Democrats’ discussions with presidential 
aides: “I started out strongly opposed to 
it,” he told the Times. “But then I read 
the bill and realized that what it actually 
required was simple certification. My 
back and forth with them was to make 
sure I wasn’t missing something.”

Other media, including the Huffington 
Post, described Maloney as particularly 
outspoken during discussions with ad-
ministration officials about the threat to 
Democratic congressional seats if he and 

others voted “no” on the bill. 
Speaker Ryan said he worked hard to 

bring Democrats such as Maloney on 
board so the legislation could be seen 
as a bipartisan concern for public safety 
rather a partisan political move. Never-
theless, the legislation was a swift and 
direct rebuke to the president, who urged 
Congress not to send a message abroad 
inconsistent with his administration’s ef-
forts to find common ground with other 
countries, including European nations, 
on solutions to the complex issues of 
Iraq, Syria and terrorist organizations 
such as ISIL and al-Quaida. 

The president was on a foreign tour 
when the legislation passed the House. 
The Senate has yet to act. Democrat Har-
ry Reid of Nevada, Senate minority lead-
er, has vowed to defeat it, and the presi-
dent has promised a veto, which would 
require both houses to override with a 
two-thirds majority vote. The House vote 
of 289-137 (including 47 Democrats) al-
ready meets that threshold.

The U.S. has accepted 1,500 refugees 
from this region in the four years since war 
broke out between the government of Syr-
ia and various rebel factions. In contrast, 
President Francois Hollande of France re-
affirmed his country’s commitment to take 
in 25,000 refugees, most of whom are ar-
riving from the Syrian-Iraq region where 
intense fighting and bombing campaigns 

Maloney Votes With Republicans on Refugees  (from Page 1)

are underway, including action by French, 
American and Russian forces.

The Republican-led congressional effort 
coincided with announcements across the 
country by Republican governors that they 
would seek to bar refugees from Iraq and 
Syria from their states even though their 
authority to do so is questionable legally.

Political calculation
Recent polls taken soon after the Paris 

violence reflect a majority in favor of the 
House legislation and a belief that nation-
al security is the top issue for the 2016 
presidential race, replacing the economy.

Members of the House run for reelection 
in 2016 and Democrats in so-called swing 
districts where either party has a strong 
chance to win have to consider national 
election history, which generally gives Re-
publicans the advantage when national 
security tops leads the agenda. Maloney’s 
“yes” vote can be seen as taking away a po-
tential Republican wedge issue on legisla-
tion likely to not become law while risking 
the ire of some liberal Democrats who are 
offended by his vote and have expressed it 
loudly on social media.

Maloney has made a bipartisan ap-
proach to congressional matters a hall-
mark of his three-year tenure and often 
points to successes, such as recent train 
safety and bridge upgrade provisions in 
the new highway legislation, as proof of 
the value of his approach. 

C.&E. Paint Supply, Inc.
Tools • Hardware • Plumbing & Electrical Supplies

Monday - Thursday 8 - 5:30
Friday & Saturday 8 - 5
Tel. 845.265.3126 
158 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY 10516

son, and we talked about them every time 
we met. He was the most sincere person I 
have ever known. Underneath that some-
times tough talk, he was kind, gentle and 
generous,” Gallagher said. “There is a hole 
in so many hearts right now and there 
will be for a long time, if not forever.”

Giachinta was a leader among mem-
bers of an extended family whose roots 
go deep into the local community. He 
spoke on behalf of the Giachinta and 
Pidala familes when the Cold Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce honored them in 
2012 as pioneering families who laid the 
foundation of Philipstown’s economy. 

Giachinta is survived by his wife, Su-
zanne; four daughters: Katherine M. 
DeMarco and her fiancé Alex Cucchi-
arella of Philipstown, Ashley Dubiel and 
husband Mark of Philipstown; Nicole 
B. Giachinta of Cold Spring and Jenni-
fer Giachinta of Beacon; three brothers, 
Thomas and John of Cold Spring and 
Charles of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; two 
sisters, Susan Downey of Fishkill and 
Christine Kellar of Pleasant Valley; and 
one grandson, Joseph DeMarco.  

A Mass of Christian burial will occur 
at 10 a.m., Saturday (Nov. 28), at Our 
Lady of Loretto Church in Cold Spring. 
Interment will follow in the Cold Spring 
Cemetery. Visitation will be at the Clin-
ton Funeral Home, 21 Parrott St., Cold 
Spring, on Friday (Nov. 27) from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. Donations can be 
made in Giachinta’s name to Toys for 
Tots, in care of the Putnam County News 
and Recorder, 144 Main St., Cold Spring, 
NY 10516.

NY Alert
For the latest updates on 
weather-related or other 
emergencies, sign up at  

www.nyalert.gov.
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L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r

IN FURTHERANCE OF THE Town of Philipstown duty to wind 
down the aff airs of the Garrison Fire Protection District of the Town 
of Philipstown, which district was ordered dissolved by Resolution 
of the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown made on November 5, 
2015 following a Public Hearing, which dissolution shall be eff ective 
upon the formation of the Garrison Fire District and the formation 
of such Fire District is condition precedent to the within dissolution,

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, requiring all claims against the 
said dissolving Garrison Fire Protection District of the Town of 
Philipstown, excluding any of its outstanding securities, shall be fi led 
with the Town Clerk of the Town of Philipstown within three months 
of the date of this Notice and all claims not so fi led shall be forever 
barred, pursuant to General Municipal Law 787(2).

NOVEMBER 5, 2015
TINA M. MERANDO, TOWN CLERK, TOWN OF PHILIPSTOWN

notiCe for CLAims AGAinst the
GArrison fire ProteCtion distriCt

of the toWn of PhiLiPstoWn

December 5, 2015
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Philipstown Community Center
 
The Town of Philipstown is working with the American Red Cross 
to off er a class for volunteers to learn how to operate an emergency 
shelter.  This is a free class and open to anyone over the age of 18.
 
Shelter Fundamentals introduces the guidelines and procedures for 
setting up, running and closing a shelter during a disaster. 
 
This is a great opportunity to get involved.  If you are interested in 
taking the class, please contact Amber Stickle at 845-424-4618 or 
amber@philipstownrecreation.com.
 

introduCtion to 
sheLter fundAmentALs/mAnAGement

one business, but many. 
“We want people to stay in town, 

because our money stays here too,” 
concurs Katy Behney, co-owner of 
the Mountain Tops outdoor out-
fitter and Bank Square, Beacon’s 
Main Street coffeehouse. 

In addition to its economic ben-
efits, merchants in Beacon say 
that the local shopping experience 
also lends a more personal touch, 
especially during this highly com-
mercialized time of the year. 

“If I buy you a gift at the mall, 
you can go buy the same gift 
yourself,” said Brenda Murnane, 
who owns Beacon Bath & Bubble. 
“With something that’s hand-
crafted, you can meet the person 
who made it with their own two hands. 
It’s not a mystery item you just picked off 
a shelf.”

In business for nine years in Beacon, 
Murnane’s shop offers a unique combina-

tion of handmade (all on the premises) bath 
and soap products along with a colorful  
selection of vintage (the brands are vintage; 
the products are new) sodas and candies. 

“This is a feel-good store, and it’s a 
feel-good kind of action for the shopper 
because they’re supporting a person, not 
a company,” she said. 

On the west end of Main Street, cus-
tomers at Hudson Beach Glass can pick 
up glassware with a particularly local fla-
vor. One item, a handmade serving dish, 
displays the topography of the Hudson 
Valley, with the Hudson River running 
distinctly through the middle of the tray. 

“We’re actually one-step manufacturing. 
It’s not that we’re just buying products from 
elsewhere in the U.S.; we’re actually mak-

Shop Local in Beacon  (from Page 1)

Please, no parking meters
In last week’s Paper, it was reported 

that the village Planning Board will 
consider “whether to install parking me-
ters” at the municipal parking lot on Fair 
Street once paving and line-painting are 
complete. I write to express my sincere 
hope that the board will once again step 
away from the thoroughly unpopular 
idea of metering Cold Spring’s parking 
for all the reasons that this idea has been 
shot down in the past — and more.

As the merchants of Cold Spring are 
glad for good weather every weekend to 
welcome hikers and antique hunters to 
Cold Spring, the four-hour and five-hour 
parking durations on Main Street and 
the cross-streets provide the necessary 
mix of an invitation to stay (and spend) a 
while and the need to move these visitors 
on (or at least into some other space) so 
that others can have their chance.  Why 
discourage these visitors with the addi-
tional cost and hassle of feeding meters 
or — much worse — dealing with a park-
ing ticket when the meter expires?  

And since the current plan seems to be 
to meter only those spaces at the edge of 
town (in the municipal lot), how much 

more trouble are we asking our visitors 
to deal with when they are running down 
Fair Street every few hours to put in addi-
tional payments or rushing to move their 
car before a meter expires?  And why 
would someone pay to park at the edge of 
town when she could park right on or off 
of Main Street for free?  This differential 
cost arrangement will only worsen the 
parking crunch in the downtown village, 
as drivers hunt ever more persistently 
and aggressively for the free spaces.

What are the locals supposed to do 
when snow is on the way and they are di-
rected to put their cars in the municipal 
lot at the specified time? Remember last 
winter when the snow was up to people’s 
car doors in that lot and no one could 
back out for days? When do the meters 
kick back in? When the plows have fin-
ished their job (of pushing the snow 
up under people’s bumpers)? When the 
snow melts enough to drive safely away? 
When the driver of a legally snow-parked 
car gets around to moving his vehicle?

Please, village planners, no meters in 
the municipal lot — or anywhere else in 
Cold Spring. 

Jacqueline Foertsch 
Cold Spring

Two Beacon bookstores
As a Beacon resident, I was quite inter-

ested to read the article about Binnacle 
Books, Beacon’s newest bookstore. The 
article mentioned in the first line that 
Beaconites were “desperate” for a book-
store. I’m all for successful new business-
es on Beacon’s Main Street and I’m glad 
that the store opening was well attended 
and that the “buzz” was great. However, 
Beacon has had a bookstore for many 
years, and it’s located about one block 
away from Binnacle Books.  It is called 
Beacon Reads, and it’s right next door to 
the Beacon Library.  It is incredibly well 
organized, the prices can’t be beat, and 
it too has a varied selection of new and 
used books and all the proceeds from the 
store go to the Beacon Library! There are 
enough residents in Beacon to support 
two bookstores and it’s nice that now 
there are two. My husband and I have 
stocked our bookshelves with amazing 
books from Beacon Reads and encourage 
people to frequent them as well.

Kathryn Janus 
Beacon

Mountain Tops Outfitters in Beacon Photo by J. Simms

ing it here in Beacon,” said Michael 
Benzer, one of the owners of Hud-
son Beach Glass. 

It’s also not lost on the city’s 
merchants — as part of their ap-
preciation of all things local — 
that Beacon once was not very 
shopping-friendly. 

“We both grew up here,” said 
Behney, the Mountain Tops own-
er, referring to her husband and 
business partner, Buddy, “so we 
remember what it was like when 
there wasn’t any shopping and peo-
ple didn’t feel comfortable walking 
down Main Street. Now, the more 
businesses that are open, the more 
walkable Main Street becomes.”

Perhaps more than anything, 
Beacon shopkeepers said that buying lo-
cal helps create a connection — one that, 
when nurtured over time, can grow into a 
community. 

“For us, it’s how we stay connected,” 
said Behney. “When people come in 
and out of here, we know them. We’ve 
been putting shoes on their kids’ feet as 
they’ve grown up.”

That bond between retailer and con-
sumer, however, isn’t restricted to tangi-
ble items one can pick up and purchase. 
In fact, it may be even more pronounced 
in local shops that encourage customers 
to invest in themselves. 

“Local is everything to me,” said Ju-
liet Harvey, who owns 
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19 Front St., Newburgh, NY
845-561-3686

www.downingfilmcenter.com

Now Showing

     Brooklyn (PG13)

FRI & SAT 2:30  5:15  8:00 
SUN 2:30  5:15, MON TUE & 

WED 7:30, THU 2:00  7:30

MONROE THEATERS
at TMACC

34 Millpond Parkway
Monroe, NY 10950 • 845.395.9055

www.monroecinema.com
Film programming by 
Downing Film Center

                                  

Now Showing

 The Good Dinosaur (PG)

FRI & SAT 12:30  3:00  5:30  
8:00, SUN 1:30  4:00  6:30 
MON 7:15, TUE 2:15  7:15 

WED & THU 7:15

The Hunger Games:
  Mockinjay ~ Part 2 (PG13)

FRI & SAT 12:00  3:30  6:45  
9:45, SUN 1:00  4:30  7:45 
MON 7:00, TUE 2:00  7:00  

WED & THU 7:00

      Creed  (PG13)

FRI & SAT 12:15  3:15  6:15  
9:15, SUN 1:15  4:15  7:15 
MON 7:30, TUE 2:30  7:30 

WED & THU 7:30

Visit our 2000 sq. ft. Deck 
Display open 24/7 and new 

Outdoor Living Area

(914) 737-2000
2 N. Water Street

Peekskill, NY
Mon-Fri 7:30 - 4:30

 Sat 8-3
WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM

LUMBER • DOORS • WINDOWS 
DECKING • FLOORING • ROOFING 

SIDING • HARDWARE • PAINTS 
KITCHEN CABINETS

OUTDOOR LIVING AREAS
CUSTOM SAWMILLING & DRYING

LIVE EDGE SLABS • CUSTOM BEAMS

Since 1848

P u B L i C  n o t i C e

Haldane Board of Education
Seeks Trustee Candidate

Haldane School Board President, Ms. Jen Daly, has announced 
that Mr. Peter Henderson formally submitted his letter of resignation 
to the Board of Education at their meeting on Tuesday, October 20, 
2015.  At that meeting, the school board agreed to accept applications 
for the vacancy per NYS Education Law. The appointed position will 
be in place until the regular school election on May 17, 2016. The Board 
prefers a candidate with fi nancial expertise, specifi cally in the areas of 
school/government, and who will seek re-election in 2016.

Ms. Daly indicates that residents of the school district who are 
interested in serving on the Board of Education should contact the 
Board in writing. Letters of interest and a bio should be addressed 
to  Ms. Julia Famularo, District Clerk, Haldane Central School District, 
15 Craigside Drive, Cold Spring, NY 10516. The deadline for submission 
is Monday, November 30, 2015, at 5 p.m.

In accordance with NYS Education Law and Board Policy, a Board 
of Education member must meet certain qualifi cations. He/she must:

• Be a citizen of the U.S.
• Be 18 eighteen (18) years of age or older
• Be able to read and
• Be legal resident one (1) year prior to the election
• Not be an employee of the Haldane Central School District;
• Be the only member of his/her family (that is, cannot be a 

member of the same household) on the Haldane School Board
• Not simultaneously hold another, incompatible public offi  ce
• Not have been removed from a school district offi  ce within one 

year preceding the date of election to the Board.

The Board reserves the right to conduct formal public interviews of 
the applicants and it is our intent to appoint a new member on or 
about December 15, 2015. School board service can be an amazing 
opportunity to truly make a diff erence in your community. 

Qualifi ed candidates are encouraged to review the following 
web sites: NYS School Boards Association (www.nyssba.org) and 
the Westchester/Putnam School Boards Association (www.wpsba.
org). Questions may be addressed to the Board directly at board@
haldaneschool.org.

Beacon Pilates. “I’m providing a service 
for people, and I hope it makes some 
kind of change in their life. That connec-
tion is very personal for me. It’s not just 
seeing them for an hour; it’s affecting 
their lives. I feel a huge sense of commu-
nity in my studio.”

So, as the holiday shopping season 
officially commences today, it may be 
worthwhile for shoppers and sellers both 
to pause and consider all of the benefits 
of Beacon’s “shop local” economy. 

“We’ve gotten to know so many people, 
and this time of year it really comes home 
— how connected we are with people on 
an emotional level,” said Mei Ying So, the 
Artisan Wines co-owner. “It’s heartening 
to know that people come to us year after 
year, because we’re all in this together.”

Shop Local in Beacon  
(From previous page)

The Gift Hut: eco-friendly, Made in USA gifts for kids and adults Photos by M. Turton

Joseph’s Fine Jewelry offers everything 
from high-end watches to antique silver.

— including the smaller carbon footprint 
associated with small, independent busi-
nesses, less highway traffic, decreased 
fuel emissions and reduced packaging.  

Alison Anthoine, president of the Cold 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce, puts 
it very simply. Shopping locally “just 
makes sense for all kinds of reasons,” 
she told The Paper. “It keeps our money 
in our community. It supports our local 
merchants and neighbors — and it even 
supports our county through the sales 
tax.” She also points out something that 
local residents often overlook — the va-
riety of goods available. “In Cold Spring 
we have a terrific variety of gift options. 
I take particular pleasure in giving items 
made by local artisans, as well as Hud-
son Valley hard cider.”

Sharon Acocella works at the Foundry 

Cafe. She, like Anthoine, thinks shop-
ping locally is important. “I always shop 
locally this time of year. I never go to 
Wal-Mart and the other big stores,” she 
said. “Everyone in the community should 
support our local businesses. I know the 
people who work in them. We have to 
support each other.”

A wide range of gift options
The range of local purchasing pos-

sibilities — without having to contend 
with traffic, malls, huge crowds and sore 
feet — is considerable. The Gift Hut fea-
tures an array of items for young and old, 
including many Made in USA and eco-
friendly toys, games, puzzles, models and 
unique gifts. Burkelman is a local shop 
also considered a Hudson Valley destina-
tion for home wares, furnishings, table-
ware, textiles and fine art. A gift basket 
from The Country Goose might include 
everything from Hanukah candles and 
mince pies to plum pudding, teas and 
Black Magic and Quality Street choco-
lates. Anyone looking for a watch, dia-
mond jewelry or antique silver can sim-
ply stroll up to Joseph’s Fine Jewelry. The 
Cold Spring General Store prides itself in 
offering American-made goods for the 
home and kitchen, artisanal provisions, 
numerous cookbooks and many other 
books on life in the Hudson Valley. 

Gift certificates may be the least 
stressful form of gift giving known to 
man. No fretting over color, size or brand 
name. They’re also excellent for last-min-
ute shopping and fit nicely as stocking 
stuffers. The challenge in Cold Spring is 
to find a restaurant, shop, salon or cafe 
that does NOT offer gift certificates. Con-
sider these creative options:  Who would 
not want a gift certificate for a prime rib 
roast from Marbled Meats? Or tickets to 
the upcoming season of the Hudson Val-

ley Shakespeare Festival?  

Lighting up Main Street 
Main Street and beyond will be bus-

tling this holiday season thanks to the 
collaborative efforts of the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Merchants’ Asso-
ciation. Black Friday could actually be a 
pleasant experience if spent kicking off 
the shopping season in and around Cold 
Spring. LoHud (The Journal News) has 
included the village as a Shop Small des-
tination for Small Business Saturday on 
Nov. 28. Holiday Magic on Main Street 
kicks in on Dec. 4, with a number of First 
Friday events. Holiday Shop Hop will be 
held on Dec. 5 and 6. Shoppers pick up 
a Shop Hop card at Country Goose, The 
Country Touch or The Gift Hut. Those 
who get their card stamped at all par-
ticipating shops, without having to make 
a purchase, are eligible to win a bounti-
ful and uniquely Cold Spring gift basket. 
The first 50 people returning a completed 
card will receive a specially designed Cold 
Spring ornament. On Dec. 12 and 13 shop-
pers can check out holiday bling, attend 

two jewelry trunk shows, enter raffles for 
gift certificates, stock up on beads for the 
holidays, learn how to use bottle bags as a 
second gift, enjoy taste testings, or simply 
take a family photo in Santa’s sleigh.

Vote for your favorite decorations
This year, residents and visitors alike 

can vote for their favorite holiday deco-
rations at participating Philipstown ven-
ues. To cast your ballot as part of “Light 
up Philipstown” go toexplorecoldspring-
ny.com. Voting ends on Dec. 18.

The proponents of “shop local” by no 
means anticipate that residents will do 
all their holiday shopping in their home-
town. Michael Shuman, author of Going 
Local put it this way: “Going local does 
not mean walling off the outside world. It 
means nurturing locally owned business-
es, which use local resources sustainably, 
employ local workers at decent wages and 
serve primarily local consumers. It means 
becoming self-sufficient and less depen-
dent on imports. Control moves from the 
board rooms of distant corporations back 
into the community where it belongs.”

Shop Local in Cold Spring  (from Page 1)
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Astor Galleries Presents

Antique Appraisal Road Show*

at St. Joseph’s School, 25 St. Joseph Dr., Millbrook
Astor Galleries will be bringing a team of nationally and internationally recognized expert appraisers 

to Millbrook for the first time for a one day Antique Appraisal Road Show. 

TO BENEFIT ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH

Saturday, December 6, 2014 10 AM-5 PM

The experts will appraise & purchase if desired such items as: 
All types of Antiques, Collectibles and Vintage Items (pre 1970)

o Fine Art: Paintings, Watercolors, Etchings, Lithographs, Sculpture, etc.
o Gold and Silver Coins o Fine Jewelry: gold, platinum, silver, diamonds, etc.
o Photography & Cameras o Silver; Flatware, bowls, trays, tea sets, etc.
o Toys and dolls o Hunting items: firearms, duck decoys, etc.
o Watches and clocks o Military, Guns & Weapons, Uniforms, etc.
o Musical Instruments o Clothing, Accessories and Costume Jewelry
o Scientific Instruments o Textiles: Oriental rugs, tapestries, quilts, etc.
o Books; 1st ed., signed, etc. o Country items: weather vanes, crock pots, etc.
o Historical documents o Chinese and Japanese Antiques

Donation $5:00 per item or $20 for 5 items appraised     |    NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
A LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MAKE HOUSE CALLS AT NO CHARGE.

For more information email Stephen@astorgalleries.com or Call (800) 784-7876
               *DISCLAIMER: Although we consult with many of the same experts as the “PBS Antiques Roadshow” we are not affiliated with them.

By Popular Request Gold. Silver, Jewelry, Flatware and Coins will be purchased.

SPECIAL GUEST APPRAISERS

STEPHEN CARDILE
Long time appraiser and 
founder of Astor Galleries

MARA DEAN
Fine art appraiser 
at Astor Galleries

JESSICA DUPONT
Owner of Half Moon Books, Kingston, NY

Saturday, December 5, 2015 — 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
at St. Mary’s-in-the-Highlands, 1 Chestnut Street, Cold Spring, NY

Astor Galleries will be bringing a team of recognized expert appraisers 
to Cold Spring, NY for the first time for an Antiques & Collectibles Appraisal Day.

Astor Galleries presents an

Antique Appraisal Day

For more information email stephen@astorgalleries.com or Call (800) 784-7876

SPECIAL GUEST APPRAISERS

STEPHEN CARDILE
Long time appraiser and 
founder of Astor Galleries

MARA DEAN
Fine art appraiser 
at Astor Galleries

JESSICA DUPONT
Owner of Half Moon Books, Kingston, NY

The experts will appraise & purchase if desired such items as: 
All types of Antiques, Collectibles and Vintage Items (pre 1970)

o Fine Art: Paintings, Watercolors, Etchings, Lithographs, Sculpture, etc.
o Gold and Silver Coins o Fine Jewelry: gold, platinum, silver, diamonds, etc.
o Photography & Cameras o Silver; Flatware, bowls, trays, tea sets, etc.
o Toys and dolls o Hunting items: firearms, duck decoys, etc.
o Watches and clocks o Military, Guns & Weapons, Uniforms, etc.
o Musical Instruments o Clothing, Accessories and Costume Jewelry
o Scientific Instruments o Textiles: Oriental rugs, tapestries, quilts, etc.
o Books; 1st ed., signed, etc. o Country items: weather vanes, crock pots, etc.
o Historical documents o Chinese and Japanese Antiques

By Popular Request Gold. Silver, Jewelry, Flatware and Coins will be purchased.
ALEX SALAZAR

Fine Art Consultant at Astor Galleries

MARA DEAN
Fine art appraiser
at Astor Galleries

STEPHEN CARDILE
Long time appraiser and
founder of Astor Galleries

Donation:$10 per item or $25 for 3 items appraised NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
A LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MAKE HOUSE CALLS AT NO CHARGE.

You can also submit photos through our website www.astorgalleries.com via the $10 Appraisal tab

The experts will appraise & purchase if desired such items as:
All types of Antiques, Collectibles and Vintage Items (pre 1970)

• Fine Art: Paintings, Watercolors, Etchings, Lithographs, Sculpture, etc.
• Gold and Silver Coins • Fine Jewelry: gold, platinum, silver, dismonds, etc.
• Photography & Cameras • Silver, Flatware, bowls, trays, tea sets, etc.
• Toys and dolls • Hunting items: firearms, duck decoys, etc.
• Watches and clocks • Military, Guns & Weapons, Uniforms, etc.
• Musical Instruments • Clothing, Accessories and Costume Jewelry
• Scientific Instruments • Textiles: Oriental rugs, tapestries, quilts, etc.
• Books; 1st ed., signed, etc. • Country items: weather vanes, crock pots, etc.
• Historical documents • Chinese and Japanese Antiques

By Popular Request:
Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Flatware and Coins will be purchased.

Non-Profits Offer Good Deals for Good Cause
Art, crafts and more 
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

Trying to avoid the crowds 
and crass commercialism 
of typical holiday shop-

ping? Looking for seasonal home 
décor made close to home? Want 
a gift that gives a little more? 

Take advantage of the many op-
tions in the Hudson Highlands for 
finding distinctive holiday items 
and simultaneously supporting 
worthy causes. Patronize seasonal 
craft fairs, art shows, bake sales, 
markets and boutiques sponsored 
by non-profit organizations or vis-
it the permanent stores that help 
support some of these institutions 
year-round. A sampling follows. 

Philipstown
Pottery Show and Sale, Garrison 

Art Center, Garrison’s Landing, Gar-
rison (at the Garrison Metro-North sta-
tion), garrisonartcenter.org: Selling far 
more than pottery, the show opened last 
weekend and continues through Sunday, 
Nov. 29,  from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wares 
include a diverse range of pottery and 
similar items, from coffee mugs, bowls 
and plates to decorative art; wooden 
craftwork, sculpture, cards and prints, 
apparel and accessories, jewelry, and 
other examples of area residents’ talents.

Holiday Boutique, Desmond-Fish 
Library, at the library, Routes 403 and 
9D, Garrison, 845-424-3020: Offering 
handcrafted items from nearly 80 Hud-
son Valley artisans, this year’s boutique 
runs from the “grand opening” on Sat-
urday, Nov. 28, through Sunday, Dec. 13. 
Goods include Shaker boxes, quilts, knit 
goods and hand-made sweaters, pottery, 
jewelry, photos, cards, bath and toiletry 
products, dolls, cookies and candy, “and 
much, much more,” according to the li-
brary, which describes the boutique as 
“a chance to support local artisans, pur-

chase beautifully crafted gifts and con-
tribute to the library’s community pro-
gramming.” Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Nov. 28 and Fridays Dec. 4 and Dec. 
11; 1 to 5 p.m. on Sundays Nov. 29, Dec. 
6, and Dec. 13; 2 to 9 p.m. on Thursdays, 
Dec. 3 and Dec. 10; and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Dec. 5 and Dec. 12. 

Annual Wreath Sale, Garrison 
Union Free School, at the school, 1100 
Route 9D, Garrison, 845-424-3689: This 
annual fundraiser for the eighth-grade 
class began on Wednesday and contin-
ues on Monday, Nov. 30 from 3 to 7 p.m. 
The 24-inch Maine balsam wreaths come 
plain, with a bow or with a bow, pine-
cones and berries. Garrison School has 
an order form on its website at gufs.org. 

Craft Fair, St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, Chestnut Street (Route 9D) at 
Main Street (Route 301), Cold Spring, st-
maryscoldspring.org: Saturday, Dec. 12, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Annually, the fair 
helps support the activities and outreach 
of the historic parish. Typical items include 
large, pre-made “themed” gift baskets (such 
as one for chocolate lovers), ornaments and 
decorations, knitted, crocheted and sewn 
items, quilts, paintings, gently-used toys, 
wreaths, jewelry, accessories and cookies 

and other baked goods. 
Thrift Shop, St. Christopher’s 

Inn, 21 Franciscan Way, Graymoor, 
Garrison, 845-424-3635, stchristo-
phersinn-graymoor.org/thrift-an-
tique-shop:  A project of St. Chris-
topher’s Inn, the Thrift Shop stocks 
donated household items, including 
furniture, glassware, and linens; 
clothing; collectibles, both new items 
and antiques and art. Proceeds ben-
efit St. Christopher’s Inn, a licensed 
residential facility that provides 
alcohol- and drug-abuse treatment 
and medical care, a ministry of the 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. 
The shop also provides vocational 
experiences for Inn residents, who 
help repair furniture, work as sales 
assistants and research the value of 

donated goods. Hours are Wednesday 
through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Cold Spring Farmers’ Market, St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 
Chestnut Street (Route 9D) at Main Street 
(Route 301), Cold Spring, csfarmmarket.
org: The indoor market operates 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., on Saturdays, though not Dec. 
26. Vendors change a bit week to week; the 
Farmers’ Market website provides details. 
Typical products include vegetables and 
fruit; bread, pastries, and other baked 
goods; honey, jams and jellies; olive oil, 
sauces, dressings and pickles; wine, beer, 
cider and similar beverages; teas; fish; 
cheese and other dairy products; wool cre-
ations; beef, pork, lamb, chicken and eggs; 
plants, wreaths, and flowers.  

Boscobel Gift Shop, in the Carriage 
House on the Boscobel grounds, 1601 
Route 9D, Garrison (just south of Cold 
Spring), 845-265-3638: The Museum 
Gift Shop sells stationery, garden acces-
sories, jewelry, apparel, glassware and 
other home décor items, toys, and books 
dealing with such subjects as American 
history, U.S. and English literature and 
the Hudson Valley. A yearly sale contin-
ues through Sunday, Nov. 29. The shop 

is open to the public, without museum 
admission, through Dec. 31, Wednesdays 
through Mondays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. It is 
closed on Tuesdays and Christmas Day.

Putnam History Museum, 63 Chest-
nut St., Cold Spring, NY, 106515, 845-265-
4010, putnamhistorymuseum.org: The 
museum is open Wednesday through Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. A small gift shop 
offers local history-related prints, books, 
maps, letters, toys, totes, shirts, pottery 
and other keepsakes.  

Beacon and Fishkill
Annual Holiday Craft Fair, How-

land Cultural Center, 477 Main St., 
Beacon: Saturday, Dec. 12 (Second Satur-
day), 10 a.m. to-5 p.m.: An Etsy-related 
event, the fair includes jewelry, toys, 
candy, wooden and other artisan goods, 
mosaic creations, cards, knitted items, 
infant clothing, and more. Check the 
Howland Cultural Center’s Facebook 
page for more information. 

Hudson Valley Winter Book Fair, 
First Presbyterian Church, 50 Lib-
erty St., Beacon, wherevent.com/detail/
First-Presbyterian-Church-Hudson-Val-
ley-Winter-Book-Fair; Saturday, Dec. 12, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.: The event features 
authors, book signings and readings, 
second-hand books, baked goods, and 
a gift wrapping service. Sales of many 
items will benefit the First Presbyterian 
Church; sales of books by their authors 
will benefit those authors. 

Craft Boutique, Van Wyck Home-
stead Museum, Route 9 at Snook Road, 
Fishkill, fishkillhistoricalsociety.org; Sat-
urday, Nov. 28, and Sunday, Nov. 29, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.: Sponsored by the Fishkill 
Historical Society, the event occurs at a 
Revolutionary War site. Sale items in-
clude silk scarves, candles, vintage-style 
handbags, stoneware pottery, ceramics, 
quilts, jewelry, stained glass, soap, and 
wooden goods, made by juried crafts 
artisans. The historical society adds 
that homemade soups and chili will be 
available for “lunch by the fire in our 
circa-1732 kitchen” and that “we’ll have 
plenty of decadent sweets available.”  

Philipstown wooden ware at the Garrison Art Center 
sale  Photo by L.S. Armstrong
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The Calendar
Thriller Writers Expound on Their Work 
Fundraising forum draws 
enthusiastic audience

By Kevin E. Foley

A trio of masters of the spy-crime thriller 
genre enlightened and entertained 
an appreciative audience of 80 people 

last Sunday (Nov. 22) at a forum sponsored 
by Philipstown.info/The Paper. The event, 
held at Winter Hill in Garrison, raised 
funds for the nonprofit news organization.

Ru Rauch, a former Time magazine bu-
reau chief in several European and South 
American cities (and a member of the Philip-
stown Info Inc. board), moderated the panel, 
which included local residents David Duffy 
and Alex Berenson as well as New York City 
resident Joseph Kanon. The award-winning 
and best-selling authors took turns provid-
ing insights into the mys-
tery of writing mysteries, 
the origins of their books, 
other authors they admire, 
the state of publishing and 
problems when Hollywood 
calls.

Rauch began the pro-
ceedings humorously by 
asking the audience to 
guess which of the authors 
was a real-life spy, supply-
ing tantalizing biographi-
cal details and references 
from their work to fuel 
suspicions. No confirma-
tions or denials came forth 
in the ensuing laughter. 

Asked first by Rauch to 
describe the process they 
employed for getting a book 
underway, each described a different starting point.

Alex Berenson, author of nine books in a series about 
CIA operative John Wells already published (a 10th is 
due in February 2016), admitted to a problem created 
by his success with one character. “If you are trying 

to write about the real world you wind up constrain-
ing yourself.” He explained that Wells already had a 
revealed past going back to Afghanistan prior to 9/11, 
and the character could not change much as he aged 
from whom he already is. “Wells is not going to learn 

Keeping Memories Alive, on DVD
Desmond-Fish Library 
patrons can bring in their 
VHS home movie tapes 
and convert them to DVDs
By Alison Rooney

Memories may light the corners of 
our minds, but they also tend to 
accumulate in the dusty corners of 

shelves, closets, basements and every-
where else the outdated media they are 
stored on inhabit. When home movie 
film reels were succeeded by ¾-inch 
video tapes, the storage seemed finite, 
coming as it did towards the beginning 
of the “an updated version is now avail-
able” era. But those videotapes, which 
once seemed so accessible and easy to 
use, are disintegrating, and the players 
for them are rarely manufactured, and  
some of the new televisions now being 
sold lack the capacity to work with VCR 
machines. Which means that without 
the transfer of what’s on the videos onto 
different, more current media, all that’s 
on them eventually will be lost to time.

Luckily, there is equipment, both 

large- and small-scale, to come to the 
rescue. And, as of about a month ago, 
the Desmond-Fish Library (DFL) has 
such equipment, courtesy of an anony-
mous donation, and is offering the use 
of it for free, to library patrons. As an 
alternative to the many “pack up a box 
full of your tapes and slides and mail it 
off” converter companies, which, while  
able to handle a variety of media 
expertly have the inherent risk of 
parting you from your only copies of 
very meaningful footage, the converter 
machine at DFL can handle one tape at 
a time, and works in real time, meaning 
you must effectively “babysit” it as it 
copies. But it basically never leaves your 
sight, which is a relief to many.

It all works quite simply: for now, the 
service is offered by the library on 
Saturdays only.  You contact the library 
to make an appointment in advance, and 
turn up with the video(s) you wish to 
copy, plus a DVR-R (not a DVD-RW) disc 
to copy it onto. Should you have more 
than 120 minutes’ worth of footage to 
copy, you need to bring along a second 
disc as well. And, no matter the length, 
each videocassette needs its own disc to 

transfer onto — in other words you 
cannot bring in two videotapes of 15 
minutes each and put them together 
onto one DVD. Each appointment is 
limited to a three-hour maximum time 
limit. DFL’s Cybrarian, Pam McCluskey, 
will set you up, get things started, and 
will provide the simple instructions for 
monitoring the copying and pushing the 
right button when it ends. If any difficul-
ties are encountered during the copying, 
McCluskey can be contacted within the 
library and she’ll come and help.

There are a few stipulations involved: 
nothing commercial can be copied, due to 
copyright regulations; the service is for 
home movies or home-generated footage 
only. The library is absolved of any 
responsibility for tapes which might get 
damaged in the process. Knowing that 

videotapes can come in a wide spectrum 
of conditions, and can be magnetized or 
moldy, might have been rewound and 
forwarded excessively, etc., it’s tape at 
your own risk — though few problems 
have been encountered thus far.

Nelsonville’s Anne Saunders was 
taking that risk on a recent Saturday, 
bringing in several vintage 1985 tapes of 
her daughter doing ice skating routines. 
“It’s so funny to see her at 6 years old,” 
Saunders said, looking at the small 
monitor which displays what’s on the 
tape. Memories of a very specific time in 
life returned as she watched. “From age 
5 to 10 she wanted to learn to skate.  
She’d practice from 6 to 8 a.m. on 
custom-made skates, three times a 
week. Eventually her teacher told us 
that three times 

It’s that simple: all you need to transfer a VHS tape to a DVD  Photo by A. Rooney

French and start oil painting,” said Berenson. “So I am 
trying to find stories that fit the narrative I’ve already 
constructed.”

David Duffy replied: “For me [a story] starts with a 
character. So suppose you’re a Russian kid with a 
horrific name [Turbo is the short version] and you grow 
up in the Gulag labor camps where people aren’t kind …
and then at a certain age you develop a facility for 
languages and draw the interest of the local KGB. 
They’re going to recruit you. And you’re going to be one 
tough S.O.B.” Duffy has authored two crime novels with 
a few characters that have 

Above, part of the audience for the writers forum;  
At left, from left to right, Ru Rauch, Joseph Kanon, 
David Duffy, Alex Berenson Photos by K.E. Foley
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Visit www.philipstown.info for news 
updates and latest information.

Calendar Highlights
For upcoming events visit philipstown.info. 

Send event listings to calendar@philipstown.info.

Friday, novemBer 27
local libraries closed

army vs. arkansas-Pine Bluff (men’s 
Basketball) 
7:30 p.m. Christl Arena, West Point 

845-938-2526  |  goarmywestpoint.com

In Our Son’s Name (documentary, 2015) 
7:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Church 

50 Liberty St., Beacon 

info@moviesthatmatterbeacon.org

Slam allen Band 
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier Café 

379 Main St., Beacon 

845-855-1300  |  townecrier.com

Saturday, novemBer 28
Howland Public library closed through dec. 6

Fishkill Historical Society craft Boutique 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Van Wyck Museum 

504 Route 9, Fishkill 

845-896-9560  |  fishkillhistoricalsociety.org 

Continues on Sunday

Holiday Pottery Show & Sale 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Garrison Art Center 

23 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison 

845-424-3960  |  garrisonartcenter.org

Holiday Boutique 
Noon – 4 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 

472 Route 403, Garrison 

845-424-3020  |  desmondfishlibrary.org

Holiday variety Show 
1 p.m. Towne Crier Café 

379 Main St., Beacon 

845-855-1300  |  townecrier.com 

Benefits Beacon animal shelters

10th annual alumni Basketball Game 
5 p.m. Haldane School 

15 Craigside Drive, Cold Spring 

845-265-9254  |  haldaneschool.org

cherish the ladies 
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier Café 

See details above.

Bert rechtschaffer Jazz trio 
9 p.m. Chill Wine Bar 

173 Main St., Beacon 

845-765-0885  |  facebook.com/chillwinebar

Sunday, novemBer 29
Holiday Pottery Show & Sale 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Garrison Art Center 

See details under Saturday.

Fareground community Pop-up café 
Noon – 3 p.m. Beacon Community Center 

23 W. Center St., Beacon 

facebook.com/fareground

army vs. rider (Women’s Basketball) 
1 p.m. Christl Arena, West Point 

845-938-2526  |  goarmywestpoint.com

Holiday Boutique 
1 – 5 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 

See details under Saturday.

Jewish mindfulness retreat (opens) 
3 p.m. Garrison Institute 

14 Mary’s Way, Garrison 

845-424-4800  |  garrisoninstitute.org

Storyteller Jonathan Kruk 
3 p.m. Matteawan Gallery 

436 Main St., Beacon 

845-440-7901  |  matteawan.com

monday, novemBer 30
defensive driving course 
6 p.m. Butterfield Library 

10 Morris Ave., Cold Spring 

845-265-3040  |  butterfieldlibrary.org 

Must also attend Dec. 2.

tueSday, decemBer 1
Holiday Workshop (First Sessions) 
9 a.m. Adults  |  3:45 p.m. Grades K-3 

Philipstown Community Center 

107 Glenclyffe Drive, Garrison 

845-424-4618  |  philipstownrecreation.com

medicare open enrollment Workshop 
10:30 a.m. Butterfield Library 

10 Morris Ave., Cold Spring 

845-265-3040  |  butterfieldlibrary.org 

Deadline for open enrollment is Dec. 7.

Haldane School Board 
7 p.m. Haldane School (Music Room) 

15 Craigside Drive, Cold Spring 

845-265-9254  |  haldaneschool.org

Putnam county legislature 
7 p.m. Historic Courthouse 

44 Gleneida Ave., Carmel 

845-808-1020  |  putnamcountyny.com

WedneSday, decemBer 2
Senior Bus trip to Fishkill 
10 a.m. Chestnut Ridge, Cold Spring 

845-424-4618  |  philipstownrecreation.com

Holiday Workshop (First Sessions) 
12:30 p.m. Ages 3-5  |  3:45 p.m. Grades K-3 

See details under Tuesday.

6th annual Holiday member Bash 
6 - 9 p.m. Max’s on Main 

246 Main St., Beacon 

beaconarts.org

Haldane vs. Palisade Prep (Girls’ Basketball) 
6:15 p.m. Haldane School 

15 Craigside Drive, Cold Spring 

845-265-9254  |  haldaneschool.org

volunteer Holiday Party 
6:30 p.m. Therapeutic Equestrian Center 

115 Stonecrop Lane, Cold Spring 

845-165-3409  |  myfeettakewings.org

Garrison School Board 
7:30 p.m. Garrison School 

1100 Route 9D, Garrison 

845-424-3689  |  gufs.org

Pechakucha night 
8 p.m. Quinn’s 

330 Main St., Beacon 

845-831-8065  |  quinnsbeacon.com

tHurSday, decemBer 3
long-term Planning for non-Profits with 
Sustainability model 
9 a.m. Bureau of Emergency Services 

112 Old Route 6, Carmel  |  845-278-6738  

uwwp.org/management-center.shtml

Holiday Workshop (First Session) 
12:30 p.m. Ages 3-5 

See details under Tuesday.

Fourth annual tree lighting 
5:30 p.m. Winter Hill 

20 Nazareth Way, Garrison 

Carols by the Walter Hoving Home Choir

david Benoit’s christmas tribute to  
charlie Brown 
7 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley 

1008 Brown St., Peekskill 

914-739-0039  |  paramounthudsonvalley.com

town Board meeting 
7:30 p.m. Philipstown Town Hall 

238 Main St., Cold Spring 

845-265-3329  |  philipstown.com

adult rock camp: tom Petty & The 
Heartbreakers 
8:30 p.m. Quinn’s 

330 Main St., Beacon 

845-765-0472  |  beaconmusicfactory.com

Friday, decemBer 4
Sparkle Holiday celebration 
5 – 9 p.m. Boscobel 

1601 Route 9D, Garrison, just south of Cold Spring 

845-265-3638  |  boscobel.org

The Web of Life (opening) 
6 – 9 p.m. Gallery 66 NY 

66 Main St., Cold Spring 

845-809-5838  |  gallery66ny.com

Shakespeare Situation (youth Players) 
7 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre 

10 Garrison Landing, Garrison 

845-424-3900  |  philipstowndepottheatre.org

A Christmas Carol in Music 
7 p.m. Beacon High School 

101 Matteawan Road, Beacon 

845-838-6900 x3420  |  beaconplayers.com

Westchester all Stars christmas concert for 
Wounded veterans  
7 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley 

1008 Brown St., Peekskill 

914-739-0039  |  paramounthudsonvalley.com

calling all Poets 
8 p.m. Center for Creative Education 

464 Main St., Beacon 

914-474-7758  |  callingallpoets.net

Henrik ibsen’s Hedda Gabler 
8 p.m. The Beacon Theatre 

445 Main St., Beacon 

845-453-2978  |  thebeacontheatre.org

adult rock camp: arena rock ii 
8:30 p.m. Elks Club 

900 Wolcott Avenue, Beacon 

845-765-0472  |  beaconmusicfactory.com

dar Williams 
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier Café 

379 Main St., Beacon 

845-855-1300  |  townecrier.com

onGoinG  
art & design   
philipstown.info/galleries  

religious Services   
philipstown.info/services

Support Groups 

philipstown.info/sg

75 Main Street, Cold Spring NY 10516
845.265.4444

skybabyyoga@gmail.com
www.skybabyyoga.com

New student special: 
$50 for 1-month unlimited yoga

All black, long haired, 
yellow eyes, no collar.  

Last seen on East 
Mountain Rd. South 
near Esselbourne Rd.  
Family heartbroken.

  Reward.

Lost c at 

Please call with any 
info: 845-475-1220

Sensor
P L A C E

www.bire.org/events845.838.1600

Opening Reception
Saturday, 
December 5
Noon to 2 pm
Bring the kids!

3D Watershed! 
Sensor Station and more!

A new & unique 
Main Street destination 
for families to explore 
the hidden worlds of water 
with hands-on environmental 
science & technology. 

  FREE 
and open to the public. 
Advance registration at 
www.bire.org/events

Beacon Institute Gallery
199 Main Street
Beacon, NY

Sensor
P L A C E
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Fourth Annual

Tree Lighting
at

Thursday, December 3, 2015, 5:30 - 7 p.m. 

Christmas Carols led by 
The Walter Hoving Home Choir

Food and Drinks aplenty!

Cold Spring Brokerage  |  60 Main Street  |  845.265.5500  |  HoulihanLawrence.

Our Best Wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving

CLASSICAL ARCHITECTURE $2,100,000
Luxury residence in majestic setting. Panoramic Hudson 
river views. Level unit, balconies, chef’s kitchen, three 
fi replaces and elevator.  WEB# PO1171290  GARRISON   

ELEGANCE ON 7 ACRES  $1,160,000
Custom-built Contemporary. Gourmet kitchen. First-
fl oor master suite. Three-car garage with bonus room.  
Screened gazebo.  WEB# PO1164101  GARRISON   

COUNTRY ELEGANCE  $1,050,000
Four-bedroom, four-and-a-half bath Colonial. Gourmet 
kitchen, master suite, guest suite, study, wine cellar and 
exercise room. 5 acres. WEB# PO1123558  GARRISON   

CONTEMPORARY FARMHOUSE  $799,000
Meticulously updated with character/detail. Fieldstone 
fi replace. French doors, built-ins. Master suite/vaulted 
ceiling. Almost 2 acres.  WEB# PO1109341  GARRISON   

GREAT FOR ENTERTAINING  $625,000
Young Colonial on private country road. Gourmet 
kitchen, granite counters/island. Den and offi  ce. Heated 
salt water pool.  WEB# PO1152093  COLD SPRING   

VILLAGE CHARM  $485,000
Vintage style home, modern interior. New kitchen, new 
bath with claw foot tub, wide-board fl oors. Glass doors 
to deck and yard.  WEB# PO1179718  COLD SPRING   

2015 HOLIDAY POTTERY 
show&sale
BLACK FRIDAY  open 10am to 8pm
Lots of NEW stock!  SHOP LOCAL

23 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison, NY
garrisonartcenter.org  845.424.3960

thru Nov 29, 10 to 5
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Propane ~ The Exceptional Energy:

P.O. Box 306, Cold Spring, NY 10516 • Phone: (845) 265-3663 • Fax: (845) 265-4024 
www.downeyoilny.com

•	 Versatile
•	 Economical
•	 Efficient

•	 Dependable
•	 Clean
•	 Safe

Gallery talk
Master storyteller and author

Jonathan Kruk
will regale visitors with Hudson 

Valley myths and legends
relating to the current exhibition 

Sunday, November 29
3:00 pm

Free and open to the public
Seating is limited - please

RSVP to info@matteawan.com

436 Main Street, Beacon, NY 12508 
 matteawan.com  845 440 7901

Deborah Brown, Deborah Davidovits, 

Scott Daniel Ellison, Valerie Hegarty, 

Jackie Mock, Wendy Small

On view until December 20

was not enough.  My daughter asked me 
‘Can I stop?’ I rejoiced — she went on to 
study the flute.”

In addition to converting ¾-inch 
tapes, the library’s machine can also 
work with the smaller-sized cassette-style 
home movie tapes — not the tiny ones, 
but those which are closer to index card 
size. However, with these, it is essential 
to bring the camera which was used to 
record and also the three-color cord 
connecting the camera to other equip-
ment. Eventually, DFL hopes to expand 
its equipment and copying/converting 
capabilities. At the moment, in addition 
to the VHS conversion machine, it also 
has a record player which can convert LP 
records to CDs. Donated by DFL Director 
Jen McCreery, after she received two as 
presents, this equipment can actually be 
checked out of the library and used at 
home. McCreery calls the conversion 
process user-friendly, and say’s “it’s easy 
to talk people through it.” DFL is also 
able to help patrons transfer files from 
floppy discs to online storage. All services 
are offered for free.

Upgrading files, in one way or another, 
is something emphasized at library school.  

“Keeping things current and in 
universal formats is stressed.  I 
had a professor who used to 
say ‘the only permanent file is 
a clay tablet,’” McCreery 
relates. “We’re looking at the 
library in terms of services 
— providing things that you 
probably don’t have at home.”  

Bill Hicks didn’t have the 
equipment at home to 
convert some much treasured tapes into 
DVDs. Along with footage of the first 
home he moved into in Garrison 20 
years and his first dog romping in the 
outdoors, he was eager to revisit the 
50th Birthday Roast — which he calls 
“an absolute riot” thrown for him by 
friends on the occasion, and also his 
appearance on a PBS special about 
addictions, his being nicotine, at the 
time.  In addition, he was able to once 
again view his appearance, 35 years ago, 
as a contestant on The $25,000 Pyramid 
game show (and no — he did not win 
the big bucks, but did take home about 
$800.)  

Hicks says he “considered purchas-
ing a transfer machine from Hammach-

er Schlemmer, but could not persuade 
myself that the cost, $299, was appropri-
ate. Many Garrison and Cold Spring 
community members cannot afford to 
purchase a machine or pay the cost a 
professional would charge, so it’s quite 
wonderful that a gift was given to 
Desmond-Fish to make this service 
possible. I want the aforementioned to 
be preserved for viewing by family 
members much younger than I, those 
alive and those still to be born.”

Keeping Memories Alive, on DVD  (from Page 7)

Coming to life again, in a new format: Anne 
Saunders’ videos from 1985.  Photo by A. Rooney
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WINTER TALES BY HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN
A NEW PLAY BY MONA Z. SMITH

Dec. 12 2:30 Matinee* & 7:00 PM
Dec. 13 2:30 Matinee*
ST. MARY-IN-THE-HIGHLANDS 
Cold Spring, NY

Dec. 8 –11 7: 00 PM
THE HOWLAND CENTER
Beacon, NY

A
rt

w
or

k:
 J

en
ni

fe
r 

Z
w

ar
ic

h,
 B

LA
C

K
 D

A
S

H
 S

T
U

D
IO

For tickets and information: hvshakespeare.org

Start your holiday season with a new play that celebrates the
power of kindness, family, love and imagination to warm the heart
and light the way home.

*Cookies and conversation with Hudson Valley 
playwright Mona Smith after the performance.

Hans Christian Andersen was a 
19th-century master of the short story,
and his tales of enchantment and 
adventure were admired by readers of
all ages. This holiday season, HVSF
presents a staged reading of the new
play Northern Lights, inspired by some
of Andersen’s most beautiful winter
tales – timeless stories of hope and
redemption in the dark of winter, when
we need them most.

 Tickets at brownpapertickets.com
845.838.3006  •  philipstowndepottheatre.org

Garrison Landing, Garrison, NY (Theatre is adjacent to train station.)

Youth Players present: 
A Shakespeare Situation!
Dec. 4 and Dec. 11, 7 p.m.  

Dec. 5 and Dec .12,  3 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.
Tickets $10

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol
Directed by Christine Bokhour

Performed by Gregory Porter Miller
Dec. 17-20

Tickets $25/$15

history with security services. For 
inspiration, Duffy said he reads a lot of 
newspapers (including this one). “You 
see stories everyday. I take disparate 
things and try to string them together.”

Visiting new places is how Kanon 
finds his inspiration for his period 
novels. His trips to cities such as 
Istanbul, Turkey; Berlin, Germany; and 
Los Alamos, New Mexico, where the 
atomic bomb used in World War ll was 
developed, have all inspired settings for 
his novels. 

Kanon said a lot of fiction is driven 
by the question “what if it were you?” 
He told of how a 1995 visit to Los 
Alamos piqued his curiosity about the 
lives of the people who worked there in 
the 1940s as he was reading what he 
saw as revisionist history about how 
atom bombs were created. He asked the 
audience to imagine being a physics 
student and receiving an invitation “to 
work with Nobel Prize scientists, cross 
frontiers of science, solve one of the 
riddles of the universe and win the war 
for us. Would I have gone? Yes, I would 
have gone,” as his characters do in his 
first novel, Los Alamos. 

Rauch observed that spy or crime 
thrillers attract so many  readers 
because their heroes face tough deci-
sions with no easy right answers. These 
protagonists must sometimes make 
their own rules rather than follow 
orders from bosses or guidance from 
conventional morality, and that inde-
pendent thinking has an appeal.

The authors gave evidence to support 
the  point. Berenson said his John Wells 
had given up on the idea that doing the 
right thing mattered in the long run. 
Kanon said we all actually faced tough 
choices in our lives, and his books just 
took them to a more heightened 
dramatic place.

Duffy said readers engaged with 
crime drama because the protagonists 
are running into bad situations, making 
judgments about what to do — often 
outside the law — and always with 
paying the price.

In response to a Rauch query on 
research for books, the writers con-
curred that getting details correct was 
important and that readers often called 
them out on inevitable mistakes. “We’ve 
gotten to the point where we have so 
much spin in public life that we now 
demand accuracy in our fiction,” said 
Kanon to audience amusement.

The writers all said they tried to 
travel to the places they write about to 
discover interesting aspects of charac-
ters’ lives, such as where they lived, 
whether they could have walked to work 
or what restaurant they may have liked.

Although he writes about the CIA 
and other government intelligence 
agencies, Berenson, a former New York 
Times reporter, said he uses open source 
material and doesn’t have special 
contacts with access to secrets. He 
wryly noted he is still waiting for a call 
from the CIA that offers him a tour of 
its Langley headquarters.

Kanon spoke of the legendary John 
Le Carre’s innovation and influence in 
the espionage genre. “His genius was to 
make his books more about office life 
[rather than operations] and things we 
can all understand, like working for a 
jerk. What he really knows is bureau-
cracy and how it functions. Everyone 
can relate to it.”

“To give the bad guy or girl [in a story] 
some sympathetic qualities so the reader 
has empathy for them is a tricky thing but 
necessary to engage readers,” said Duffy.

In a discussion of terrible historic 
figures such Stalin and Hitler, Kanon 
said he wanted more to explore the 

everyday characters who went along 
with things, who let it happen. He sees 
these people as those closest to our own 
lives and the decisions we face.

Berenson candidly said his books 
were too masculine and praised Kanon 
for his ability to better weave romantic 
and sexual relationships into his stories. 
After declaring sex was hard but very 
necessary to write about, Kanon told an 
amusing anecdote about his son hearing 
about sex scenes in his books from a 
fellow college student and then finally 
deciding to read his father’s books.

The writers celebrated the solitary 
nature of writing and the individual 
control of the material as opposed to the 
necessity of collaboration inherent in 
television and movie making. Berenson 
pointed out that authors had as much or 
greater chances to make money as 

Hollywood writers despite the very 
high-end money often talked about.  
Duffy emphasized that skills were not 
easily transferable from one medium to 
another.

Kanon, whose book The Good 
German was made into a movie, told of 
his travails in trying to be quiet about 
changes in the script from his book. (“I 
just wanted a paperback edition with 
George Clooney on the cover.”) But he 
had to draw the line at the new ending 
the scriptwriters had created. “I said to 
them: I know you want to avoid a 
resonance with Casablanca so you don’t 
want an airport scene [as the main 
character leaves Berlin]. But you have 
her leaving by ship and Berlin is 
land-locked.” He explained it might not 
be a problem in America but it could be 
in the European market.

Thriller Writers Expound on Their Work  (from Page 7) 
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County to Host Senior 
Luncheon
Transport reservations due  
by Dec. 1

The Office of Senior Resources for 
Putnam County will host a holi-

day luncheon for seniors on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8, at the Putnam County Golf 
Course in Mahopac. It will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Reservations are required and 
tickets must be picked up at the Cold 
Spring nutrition center at the Ameri-
can Legion on Cedar Street. Phil-
ipstown and Cold Spring residents 
should phone 845-265-3952 by Tuesday, 
Dec. 1, to reserve transportation to the 
event.

Village Seeks Volunteers
Seek HDRB and Planning Board 
members

The Village of Cold Spring is looking 
for volunteers to serve on the Histor-

ic District Review Board and the Plan-
ning Board.

The HDRB consists of five members 
appointed by the mayor and Board of 
Trustees to review all changes in the 
exterior architectural features of new 
construction, renovations and struc-
tural improvements within the limits of 
the Village’s Historic District. Members 
must be village residents and they serve 
for a five-year term.

The Planning Board is comprised of 
five members appointed by the mayor 
and Board of Trustees to review all site 
plans and subdivision proposals with re-
gard to land use or change of land use. 
The board also provides opinions to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and reviews 
zoning variances. Members of the Plan-
ning Board must be village residents and 
they serve for a five-year term.

Those interested in volunteering for ei-
ther position should send a letter of intent 
outlining their qualifications (or attach a 
resume to the letter) by post to Mary Saa-
ri, Village Clerk, Village of Cold Spring, 85 
Main Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516, or by 
email to vcsclerk@bestweb.net. The sub-
ject line should read: “HDRB Application” 
or “Planning Board Application.”

Girl Scouts Bearing Gifts 
Visit Hospital
Bags designed for children in 
emergency room

A contingent of Hudson Highlands 
Girl Scouts met recently with Verna 

Thorne, a volunteer at New York-Presby-
terian/Hudson Valley Hospital in Cort-

landt Manor, to donate 150 gift bags to 
distribute to children being treated in 
the Emergency Department. 

Thorne began the gift-bag program at 
the hospital 12 years ago. Each bag con-
tains coloring pages, crayons, stickers 
and a stuffed animal to help children re-
lax and give them something fun to do.

Chapel Show Has  
Strings Attached
Marionette artist to perform three 
fairy tales

Puppeteer and storyteller Vít Ho ejš, and 
his troupe of hand-carved marionettes 

will present Czech and Slovak Fairy Tales 
with Strings at The Chapel Restoration in 
Cold Spring at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 6. 

Hořejš (pronounced Horzaysh) found 
the cache of 69 24-inch marionettes, 80 
to 180 years old, in a closet at the Jan 
Hus Church in the heart of New York’s 
Czechoslovak neighborhood. Hořejš will 
perform a one-man show of fairy tales 
replete with kings, clever village maid-
ens, witches and spirits. His marionettes 
speak in a dozen voices, dance, play vio-
lin, swim and fly. The program will in-
clude “Salt over Gold,” “The Stingy Tai-
lor” and “Kacha and the Devil.”  

Hořejš came to New York from Prague 
in 1979; in 1990 he founded the Czecho-
slovak-American Marionette Theatre, for 
which he has staged mainstays of the 18th-
century marionette repertoire, as well as 
less traditional performances mixing live 
performers and marionettes. They have 
included a puppet opera (Rusalka, the 
Little Rivermaid) and a performance of 
Hamlet with five puppeteers and 60 mari-
onettes. His book Twelve Iron Sandals 
and other Czechoslovak Tales was chosen 
as one of the best children’s books of the 
year by the New York Public Library.  

The suggested donation for the show 
is $15 for adults and $10 for children un-
der 12. The event is co-sponsored by The 
Chapel Restoration and non-profit GOH 
Productions. The Chapel Restoration, lo-
cated at 45 Market St., is across from the 

Metro-North station, where free park-
ing is available on weekends. 

We Are All Connected
Gallery 66 NY opens The Web  
of Life

“Humankind has not woven the 
web of life. We are but one 

thread within it,” said Chief Seattle in 
1855. “Whatever we do to the web, we 
do to ourselves. All things are bound 
together. All things connect.”

For an artist with a discerning eye, 
there is no lack of suitable subjects 
in the natural world. Anita Jacobson 

and Jane Soodalter share a sense of pur-
pose and unique, creative avenues for its 
expression. In their exhibition, The Web 
of Life, opening at Gallery 66 NY in Cold 
Spring on Dec. 4, their purpose lies in 
making their viewers aware of the need 
for greater commitment to the preser-
vation and proliferation of the myriad 
forms of life.

Jacobson, a collage artist, incorporates 
into her work the unexpected and pleas-
ing presence of animals. After earning a 
degree in art history from New York Uni-
versity, she began her career as a graphic 
designer and photo researcher. In 1982 
she co-founded New York City’s Lower 
East Side Tenement Museum. Her work 
was most recently seen in a group ex-
hibit, The Grass Menagerie, in Summit, 
New Jersey.

Soodalter, a photographer, could be 
said to “speak for the trees,” in the words 
of Dr. Seuss’s Lorax. Recently, she has 
been exploring the anthropomorphic im-
ages found in the world around her — in 
trees, rocks and sand — and interpreting 
them through her lens. Soodalter’s work 
waves on one of the Beekman Street ban-
ners in Beacon.

Galleries B and C will feature small 
gifts, including ornaments, paintings, 
collage, ceramics, glass, photography 
and sculptures. A few of the selections 
are fantastical fiber animals by Marta 
Gutierrez and Maria Simonsson; glass 
bug paperweights by Linda Banks; and 
architectural blown glass vases by Mi-
chael Mikula.

The exhibits will be on view through 

Dec. 27. The gallery is open Thursdays – 
Sundays 12-6 p.m. An artists’ reception is 
scheduled for 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
4.  For more information go to gallery-
66ny.com or call 845-809-5838. 

‘Curiouser and Curiouser!’
Butterfield to host night of 
Wonder(land)

The Friends of the Butterfield Library 
will celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

Lewis Carroll’s novel, Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland, with a 20th annual recep-
tion from 5 to 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
5. Guests, encouraged but not required 
to dress as a storybook character, will 
find themselves immersed in Wonderland 
when they step through the door. The 
evening features wine and hors d’oeuvres 
along with live music and a silent auction.

The Badey & Watson/Mary Rice Annual 
Service Award will be presented to Jim and 
Lori Ely of Riverview Restaurant. 

It recognizes individuals who have gone 
above and beyond in giving time, talents 
and compassion to help the library. Tickets 
are available in advance for $40 per per-
son ($45 at the door). 

They can be purchased at the library 
or online at butterfieldlibrary.org. All 
proceeds benefit the Butterfield Library, 
and donations are tax deductible. 

The library is located at 10 Morris Ave.  
(Route 9D), in Cold Spring, near the inter-
section with Main Street. For more infor-
mation, call 845-265-3040.

Santa Coming to Garrison
Will visit firehouse Dec. 5

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of 
the Garrison Volunteer 

Fire Company will again 
host Santa at the firehouse 
on Saturday, Dec. 5. There 
are seatings at 9 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. For reservations, 
call 845-424-4406 and leave 
a message with preferred 
seating time and number of 
guests. Donations are wel-
come and will go to the Li-
ons Club Food Pantry.

Girl Scouts from the Hudson Valley met with 
Verna Thorne, far left, to deliver gift bags for 
other kids.  Photo provided

Untitled, by Anita Jacobson  Photo provided

Alice (left) with the March Hare and 
Mad Hatter

165 Main Street · Cold Spring · Tel. (845) 809·5614 
open Noon to 9pm, wed-sun · facebook.com/groombridgegames

Magic: The  Gathering, Pokemon, Dungeons & Dragons, 
Fluxx card games, Warhammer & Warhammer 40,000,  
Manic Panic Hair Dye, board games, game accessories, 

t-shirts, books & snacks. 

Battle for Zendikar is here!

fridays, 6pm: Friday Night Magic
saturdays, 6pm: Saturday Night Drafts

thursdays, 6pm: Open Game Night
sundays at 4pm: ps4. xbox & wii u tournaments

WEEKLY EVENTS @ GROOMBRIDGE GAMES

Pruning is an art
If you are looking for a “natural � nish” and do not want to see your 
ornamentals cut back severely to dead wood, choose artful pruning. 
Artful Pruning allows your ornamentals to keep looking good. 
Artful Pruning gracefully brings your ornamentals back to a more 
appropriate smaller size.
For an artful, natural � nish, call the artful pruner.
Call Gregory, with over 10 years as 
a career gardener specializing in 
natural and restorative gardening. 845.446.7465
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Support Groups 
For a full list of area support 

groups, visit:
philipstown.info/sg

 Beacon

Beacon Institute 
Launches Sensor Place
Interactive exhibit opens Dec. 5

The Beacon Institute for Rivers and 
Estuaries, Clarkson University, will 

open an interactive learning space called 
Sensor Place at noon on Saturday, Dec. 5, 
at its storefront at 199 Main St. 

The Sensor Place exhibits were in-
spired by the institute’s River and Es-
tuary Observatory Network (REON), 
which allows users to explore and vi-
sualize data about the river’s health. 
One exhibit will be a virtual ecosystem; 
visitors can make it rain, channel wa-
ter flows and sculpt the landscape with 
their hands. The 3D watershed, now in 
the final stages of development at Clark-
son University’s campus in Potsdam, is 
the result of a student-generated project 
overseen by Shane Rogers, a professor 
of civil and environmental engineering. 
A crowdfunding campaign to support 
the installation of the prototype at Sen-
sor Place is underway; visit igg.me/at/
LaunchSensorPlace. 

Sensor Place will also provide an op-
portunity for visitors to learn in more 
detail about Clarkson University-Beacon 
Institute water research and other pro-
grams, with self-guided kiosks designed 
by Beacon-based LNJ Tech Services.

To register for the reception, visit bire.
org/events. Sensor Place will be open 
from 1 to 5 p.m. on Thursdays and Fri-
days and from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Satur-
days and Sundays.

WORK:SHOP Market 
Returns
17 artisans to show and sell work

Wickham Solid Wood Studio will host 
its third annual WORK:SHOP Arti-

san Market from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 5, and from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 6, at 578 Main St., in Beacon.

The curated sale features handcrafted 
objects from 17 artisans working in the 
Hudson Valley and New York City. The 
vendors will be arranged between and 
on top of the Wickham studio’s wood-
working machines. 

Jessica Wickham, who organizes the 
sale, is a woodworker who draws inspira-
tion for her work from time spent living 
in Japan, where finely crafted, handmade 
objects are an integral part of everyday 
life.  “This is a carefully selected group 
of artisans — colleagues who are masters 
of their craft,” she said. “Serious design 
chops meet roll-up-your-sleeves ingenuity 
and the results are unique and inspiring.”

Participants are BeaconBee (skin 
care and bee-related products), Beacon-
knits (wool hats), Beth Bolgla Ceramics 
(functional pots), Connie Verrusio (jew-
elry), Fabhaus (digital fabrication), Ga-
bor Ruszan (wooden stools and leather 
accessories), Herbaceutikals (body, home 

and health products), Kelly & Co. (cloth 
and wood goods for people and homes), 
Kit Burke-Smith (jewelry), Kitty Jones 
(handmade goods for a cat-friendly life-
style), Lauren Sandler (ceramics), Olivera 
(screen-printed cards), SUGURU (printed 
silk scarves), Ten Willow Studio (borosili-
cate glassware), 21 Bridge Design (custom 
metal fabrication) and Wickham Studio 
(black walnut charcuterie boards).

The event will also have a café with 
hot drinks and holiday goodies from 
Five Hens Baked Goods and Tas Kafe. 
Dennings Point Distillery will be offer-
ing spirits tastings. Admission is free, 
although a raffle will be held for each of 
17 items made by vendors, with proceeds 
going to the Beacon Arts and Education 
Foundation. Raffle participants also re-
ceive discounts on food and drink from 
neighboring businesses Barb’s Butchery, 
Beacon Pantry, Dogwood and Home-
spun. The sale is sponsored by Manitoga 
and The Valley Table Magazine.

For further information, visit work-

shop.virb.com or call 917-797-9247.

City of Beacon Seeks 
Committee Members
Conservation, Human Relations, 
Emergency Management

The City of Beacon is recruiting volun-
teers to serve on three committees. 

The Conservation Advisory Commit-
tee, which has nine members appointed 
for two-year terms, advises the Planning 
Board and City Council on matters affect-
ing the preservation, development and 
use of the natural and man-made features 
in the city. The committee advises on ma-
jor environmental threats and maintains 
an inventory of natural resources and an 
index of all open spaces.

The Human Relations Commission 

works to create and foster a community 
climate of tolerance and understanding. 
The commission looks into incidents of 
tension and conflict within the commu-
nity, and accepts and investigates com-
plaints from citizens who perceive that 
their rights under the law have been vio-
lated. The commission consist of five to 15 
members appointed for two-year terms.  

The Emergency Management Plan 
Committee prepares and provides for up-
dating a comprehensive emergency man-
agement plan for the protection of the 
residents in the event of a public disaster.  
Besides public officials, the committee 
consists of three members of the com-
munity appointed for three-year terms.  

For more information, call the mayor’s 
office at 845-838-5010.

Beacon Players Present  
A Christmas Carol
Lunch with Santa available before two 
performances

The Beacon High School theater 
group, known as the Beacon Play-

ers, will sing its way through the story 
of Ebenezer Scrooge’s journey from an 
embittered, ungenerous creature into a 
giving, caring human being during three 
performances of a musical adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.

Showtimes are 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 4, 
and 2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 5, and Sun-
day, Dec. 6. Tickets, $12 for adults and $5 
for children and senior citizens, are avail-
able at the door or at beaconplayers.org. 
For information, phone 845-838-6900, ext. 
3420. The performances take place at Bea-
con High School, 101 Matteawan Road.

The Saturday and Sunday shows are 
preceded at noon by a lunch with Santa. 
The cost is $8 per person and limited to 
50 guests per day. Email beaconsanta-
lunch@gmail.com for reservations.

The Beacon Institute’s new Sensor Place 
will include a 3D watershed  Photo provided
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Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children 
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling

75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

s e r v i C e  d i r e C t o r y

845.265.7663
deb1954@aol.com 
290 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516

Deb’s Hair Design 

Open Tuesday - Saturday
Call for an appointment.

Cold Spring Physical Therapy PC
John R. Astrab PT, DPT, OCS, MS, CSCS

Medicare, United Health Care, Railroad, Tri-Care, No-
Fault, Workers Compensation Insurance Plans Accepted

1760 South Route 9 • Garrison NY 10524
845.424.6422

johnastrab@coldspringnypt.com
coldspringnypt.com



Royalty Carpet
 Your Full Service Flooring Store
  Give your floors the Royal treatment

Call today to schedule affordable fl ooring services, occasional and specialty 
cleaning, or regular janitorial services. You always get a FREE estimate. 

Payment plans are available. 

Royalty Carpet • 288 Main Street • Beacon, NY 12508
845-831-4774 • royaltycarpetinc@gmail.com

Full service fl ooring: 
• All types of fl ooring sales and installation — carpet, 

laminate, hardwood, ceramic tile, & resilient fl oors
Carpet, upholstery, ceramic tile & grout cleaning
Commercial janitorial cleaning
Damage restoration: 
• Restoration of property damaged by fi re, 

smoke or water

BUY SOLAR LOCAL
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 

SOLAR EVALUATION

Lighting • Additions • Pools • Generators 
Outlets • Electrical Repairs • Landscape Lighting

Home Automation • Security Systems 
Air Conditioning • Phone and Cable

845-265-5033

Authorized Dealer

Annual Maintenance 
Contracts Available

burkeNY.com  | Licensed & Insured

Financing Available!

Buying Gold, Silver, Diamonds, Coins, etc.
Specializing in estate jewelry. We buy to resell, not to scrap.

Store:  845-265-2323  •  Cell:  914-213-8749

171 Main Street
Cold Spring NY 10516

• Thursday & Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
• Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Haldane Blue Devils took home the Silver Plaque in the New 
York State Class D State Finals, losing the Gold to the Port-

ville Panthers at the Glens Falls Civic Center on Sunday, Nov. 22.

Sports

Haldane Girls Volleyball

Lady Blue Devils with coach Ashley Anderson Photo by Sharon DiPalo

Teen Health Day Set for Carmel

The Putnam County Health Department, in partnership with 
Westchester Medical Center’s Teen Mobile Van, will host its 

second annual Teen Health Day on Dec. 4 at the Carmel Fire 
Department, 94 Gleneida Avenue. The event takes place from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

The health department will provide free, confidential screenings for 
HIV, Hepatitis C, STDs and pregnancy as well as mental health and 
substance abuse referrals to anyone ages 13 to 24. A number of 
community organizations will be present to answer questions.
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HOME GOODS, ARTISAN PROVISIONS, GIFTS  
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

give the perfect gift this holiday season
with a gift card from the garrison

2015 US 9 Garrison, New York 10524 | 845.424.3604 | THEGARRISON.COM

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAYS
AT VALLEY RESTAURANT

Visit or call us today to
 purchase your holiday gift card. 

gift card from the garrison may be used 
property-wide at valley restaurant, 

garrison golf or the garrison inn

3 0 9 1  R t  9 ,  C o l d  S p r i n g ,  N Y  1 0 5 1 6   ( 8 4 5 ) 2 6 5 - 2 8 3 0
( l o c a t e d  i n  V e ra ’ s  M a r k e t p l a c e  a n d  Ga r d e n  C e n t e r )

m a r b l e d m e a t s h o p . c o m

P a s t u r e d  &  G r a s s  F e d  M e a t s
F a r m s t e a d  C h e e s e  -  C h a r c u t e r i e    

H o u s e m a d e  S a u s a g e
S e a s o n a l  P r e p a r e d  F o o d s

S p e c i a l t y  G r o c e r y  

Highland Baskets 
One-stop shopping 

for the entire family

115 Main St., 
Cold Spring, NY
845.265.2122 

highlandbaskets.com

Shop Cold Spring

for the holidays!



480 MAIN STREET • BEACON NY 12508
845.202.7181

PRACTICAL
AFFORDABLE

KITCHENWARE

157 Main St.
 Beacon NY

(845) 765-0240
KitchensinkNY.com

Dinner Wednesday through 
Sunday

Fried Chicken Special Every 
Monday

172 Main Street, Beacon, N.Y. 12508
 845.838.2880 • riverwindsgallery.com

Shop Local ~ Shop Beacon!

H O L I DAY  A RT I S A N  M A R K E T

H A N D C R A F T E D  S M A L L  G O O D S
by 

17 designer / makers
from the

H U D S O N  VA L L E Y
and

NYC

saturday
D EC E M B E R  5

1 0 A M - 5 P M
and

sunday
D EC E M B E R  6

1 1 A M - 4 P M

5 78  M A I N  ST R E E T
beacon
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