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Tires Dumped
into Indian
Brook
State investigating incidents
in Garrison
By Michael Turton

A

s many as 100 tires were dumped
this month in and near Indian
Brook in Garrison, prompting an
investigation by state and local officials.
About two weeks ago, dozens of truck,
tractor, all-terrain vehicle and automobile
tires were found in and along the brook
from above the waterfall to about a quarter-mile upstream, near the hairpin turn
on Indian Brook Road.
Philipstown resident David Marzollo
said he noticed on Friday, Aug. 17, that a
few tires had been tossed below Indian
Brook Road as he prepared to go for a run.
“I thought pulling them up to the road
would be my exercise for the day,” he recalled. “I care about that place. My friends
and I have been going to Indian Brook all
our lives.”
Marzollo, who is the son of Claudio
Marzollo, a longtime member of the Philipstown Recreation Commission, and the
late children’s book author Jean Marzollo,
got more of a workout than he expected.
“I thought there were maybe a dozen
tires” he said, but he ended up lugging 52
to the road. He left about a dozen tires in

TOPPING OFF THE SUMMER — A participant in the Desmond-Fish’s summer reading program prepares to put the finishing touch
on her ice cream sundae on Aug. 21 at an end-of-summer party at the Garrison library. For more photos, see Page 8.

Photo by Ross Corsair

the brook because they had become embedded in the mud and were difficult to
remove.
While he was placing the tires on the
side of the road, a passerby, Paula Andros
Provet, photographed him and his vehicle. “She thought I was the one
dumping the tires!” he said with
a laugh.
After realizing Marzollo
was in cleanup mode, Provet
thanked him for being “a savior
of our beautiful environment”
and shared her photos with the
Hudson Highlands Land Trust
and The Current. The land trust
posted the images on Facebook,
recognizing Marzollo as a “conservation hero.”
Evan Thompson, the manager of Fahnestock and Hudson
Highlands State Parks, said another 12 tires were removed the
next day (Aug. 18) from Indian
Brook on state-owned land just
above the waterfall.
George Lansbury, who lives
on Avery Road, said he also reDave Marzollo collected 52 tires on Aug. 24 that
moved a number of tires from the
were illegally dumped in or near Indian Brook in
(Continued on Page 3)
Garrison.
Photo by Paula Andros Provet brook,

A Recycling Problem
Collapse of global markets reaches Highlands
By Jeff Simms

W

e throw it away, and the Chinese
buy it.
Or they did. For years, China
was the world’s top purchaser of recycled
materials, and the U.S. supplied 40 percent of its raw cardboard, paper and plastic. The material was remade into everything from shipping boxes to construction
pipes.
That changed last year, when Chinese
leaders announced plans to tackle the
country’s historic pollution by recycling
more material from its own waste. The
rules seemingly changed overnight, said
Steve Hastings, the director of municipal
development for Republic Services, the
company that hauls trash and recycling
away from Beacon.
While Vietnam, Thailand and other
countries continue to buy U.S. recyclables,
the ripple effect of the disappearing Chinese market has reached the Highlands
and nearly every other local market in the

Cold Spring has placed separate
cans around the village for trash and
recyclables. 
Photo by J. Simms
country, Hastings told the Beacon City
Council at its Monday (Aug. 27) meeting.
The culprit is contamination — food
scraps, grease and hazardous materials
that seep into the recycling stream. While
China would accept recycled materials
with a 3 or 4 percent contamination rate,
the country now (Continued on Page 7)
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On the Spot

Five Questions: C h a rlot te G u ernsey

By Michael Turton

What is your fondest
memory from the summers
of your youth?

By Alison Rooney

harlotte Guernsey owns Lambs Hill
Bridal Boutique and Gate House Realty in Beacon.

What prompted you to open a bridal
boutique?
I was handling condo sales at 1 East
Main St. and decided to buy a couple myself. I own a wedding venue called Lambs
Hill, and I envisioned creating a hub at
1 East Main with photographers and all
the other services. After the dress person backed out, I decided to give it a try.
I wanted to design something pretty and
intimate, bringing in my fine arts background and my love of all things equestrian. I wanted it to look expensive but
with Hudson Valley pricing — rustic farm
mixed with mirrors and chandeliers.

Is there a lot of squabbling between
mothers and daughters?
That’s what you see on reality TV because they need drama. More often mom
wants what the bride wants. We have a
range of styles and a large inventory of
plus sizes for the bridesmaids because we
want everyone to feel good about themselves and what they’re wearing. We also
host parties where the bridal party can
try out hair and makeup ideas and accessories and, of course, eat and drink.

1999, and that helped.
Twenty years ago I saw
what this city could do, so
I bought something, lived
here, and put my own
money into it. That’s not
possible for many people,
particularly nowadays.
Has Beacon reached its
potential?
It has come up a lot over
the past five years, but
there’s still a lot on the
drawing board. There are
and will be more people,
and more development,
which helps to give us a
thriving Main Street. There
will be a correction to all
the rising prices. There are
a lot of fundamental things
going for Beacon: we’re not
dependent on one business
and we have a quaint Main
Street nestled between the
river and the mountains.
It’s a great place to be and
a great place to invest in.

“Driving up to the Vanderbilt Mansion
in Hyde Park when I was 8 years old.”
~Carolyn Kniffin, Cold Spring

Charlotte Guernsey 

Photo by Casey Morris

What do brides ask for?
It’s usually simple, bold and modern,
very Meghan Markle [the American who
married Prince Harry in May]. Some say
“absolutely no strapless” and wind up
with one. Many say they want “sexy, but
not inappropriate.” For that, we can add a
bolero for the ceremony, then she can take
it off. We had a bride who put a skirt over
a jumpsuit. We’ve had bridesmaids wear
jumpsuits at the rehearsal dinner. We’ve
had couples both wanting a dress.
What advice do you have for people
trying to open businesses?
If you go in with realistic expectations,
it can work. If customers feel they’re getting value at fair prices, they’ll be loyal.
I bought my first building in Beacon in

artful  cooking  /  event  planning

“Swimming at Evander Childs School
in the Bronx, and having a shaved ice
with syrup from the truck out front.”
~Richard Curtin, Philipstown

                                      845-424-8204

                   www.freshcompany.net
Read what your
neighbors are saying:
Visit our

Comments

section online.

For more information on where to
ﬁnd things or what’s happening,
visit:
Community Directory
Expanded Calendar
Arts & Leisure
highlandscurrent.org

“The long days, starry nights, and a
tuna-fish sandwich, with a bit of sand
in it, at the beach!”
~Judith Tantleff-Napoli, Beacon
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Tires Dumped into
Indian Brook (from Page 1)
which flows near his property. Those tires
and the 52 collected by Marzollo were
stacked near his driveway, waiting for
disposal.
Lansbury said he has seen occasional
littering along Indian Brook Road, “but
never anything like this; this is astronomical.” He estimated that at least 100 tires
have been dumped along the road and
last week posted “No Dumping” signs on
two trees at the hairpin turn that warn of
video surveillance.
Lansbury said he was heartened by the
number of residents who offered to help
with the cleanup. He also hopes that efforts by the town and state, along with
media coverage, will discourage further
illegal dumping. “If people see something,
they should say something,” he said.
A woman who lives in the area who did
not want to be named may have happened
upon a culprit while driving along Indian
Brook Road with a friend at about 10 p.m.
on Aug. 22, five days after Marzollo’s efforts. She said she became suspicious of a
truck stopped near the hairpin turn.
“There was a shirtless man standing at
the back of a red pickup truck; it had a
cap on the back,” she recalled. “He seemed
startled when we stopped and immediately got in his truck and drove away fast.”
She and her friend spotted a tire at
the side of the road. When the site was
checked in the morning, it was apparent

S

Signs posted by George Lansbury

Photo by M. Turton

that more tires had been rolled down the
embankment. The incident was reported
to the Putnam County Sheriff. (Anyone
with information about illegal dumping
also can alert the state Department of
Environmental Conservation at 844-3323267.)
Carl Frisenda, the Philipstown highway
superintendent, said he met with town
and state officials at Indian Brook on
Tuesday (Aug. 28), and counted at least 20
tires still in the water. He said the sheriff
and DEC are cooperating on the investigation.
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Where to Take Your Tires

tate law requires tire sellers to accept the same size and quantity of used tires
for recycling when new tires are purchased or installed. But some retailers,
as a community service, will accept any tires. Mavis Tire, for example, which
has shops in Philipstown and Beacon, will recycle up to four passenger car tires per
person, per year, even if not purchased from Mavis, for $1 each.
The Transfer Station in Beacon at
90 Dennings Ave. accepts waste tires
from city residents, and Royal Carting customers can drop tires at its
transfer station at 409 Route 82 in
Hopewell Junction. The Philipstown
Recycling Center on Lane Gate Road
does not take tires, nor does the Village of Cold Spring curbside program.
Waste tires are reduced by recycling plants to “crumb rubber” that
can be repurposed as playground
mats and construction products. One way to recycle a tire  Photo by Andy Jennings
(The steel belts are removed with
magnets.) Used tires also can be retreaded, which requires 7 gallons of oil compared to 22 to manufacture a new tire.
As many as 20 million tires are discarded each year in New York State, according
to the DEC. A $2.50 fee was added in 2003 to nearly every new tire sold in the state
to fund the cleanup of tire dumps.

Tires illegally dumped into Indian Brook in Garrison

Photo provided

Free introduction to
The Feldenkrais Method with Mary Newell

Saturday, September 8, from 2-4 pm in Garrison
The Feldenkrais Method is a body/ mind approach employing
movement with awareness to help you
– enjoy freedom from pain, stiffness, and tension
– increase ﬂexibility, coordination, and balance
– improve sports skills and creative expression
Please contact Mary at 914 522-8017
Private sessions available.
mnewell4@gmail.com • ﬂexible-comfort.weebly.com
Workshops scheduled soon.

Hudson River Expeditions

The tires were stacked waiting for disposal.

Small Business
MARKETING

Photo provided

CUSTODIAL WORKER/BUS DRIVER WANTED
Garrison Union Free School District seeks Custodial Worker/Bus Driver
with a CDL with (p) and (s) endorsements. Class B license required
within 6 months. Experience required.
Please send resume to:
Michael Twardy, Director of Facilities/Transportation,
Garrison UFSD, P.O. Box 193, Garrison, NY 10524 by September 5, 2018.

GRAPHIC
DESIGN

Kayak, canoe, and
stand-up paddleboard rentals,
tours and instruction.

logo design
business card
letterhead
postcard
direct mail

brochure
advertising
newsletter
invitation
web design

www.HudsonRiverExpeditions.com

Change GrowSucceed

845.809.5935

845.562.2318
www.artformnewyork.com

14 Market Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516
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Crosswalk roulette
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15 Better
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* New York News Publishers Association, 2017
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161 Main St.
Cold Spring NY 10516-2818
291 Main St., Beacon NY 12508

One of the most effective ways of reducing pedestrian deaths, according to traffic studies, is to place what are known as
“penguins” — freestanding cones with pedestrian right of way signs — in the middle of the crosswalk (“Playing Crosswalk
Roulette,” Aug. 24).
When the village of Cold Spring tried
this a few years ago, for some reason the
cones were placed 20 feet in front of the
crosswalk at Foodtown, so people kept
running over them.
Without the penguins, marked crosswalks give pedestrians false confidence
drivers will stop. When I pointed this out
at village board meetings years ago, people seemed to think it was comical, which
I found puzzling. Perhaps the cute name
distracts from the serious issue of keeping children, seniors and adults — human
beings who happen to be walking — safe.
Michael Armstrong, Cold Spring

T

Letters and Comments

he Current welcomes letters to the editor on its coverage and local issues.
Submissions are selected by the editor to provide a variety of opinions and
voices, and all are subject to editing for accuracy, clarity and length. We ask that
writers remain civil and avoid personal attacks. Letters may be emailed to editor@
highlandscurrent.org or mailed to Editor, The Highlands Current, 161 Main St., Cold
Spring, NY 10516. The writer’s full name, village or city, and email or phone number
must be included, but only the name and village or city will be published.

dier risked their lives to retrieve the body
of Wilson’s fallen friend from Newburgh
(“The Great War Comes Home,” Aug. 17).
The Veterans of Foreign Wars post on
Main Street in Beacon is appropriately
named for him. Thanks for bringing his
story to our attention.
Joe Carr, Peekskill

Free press
Keep the presses rolling … or the interweb weaving! (“Why Newspapers Make
You Mad,” Aug. 17).
Bob McCabe, via Facebook

Garden design

Founder

I am a beginner at Northeast gardening
and just embarking on this process (“Designing a New Garden,” Aug. 17). It’s like
five-dimensional chess! I look forward to
Pamela Doan’s next Roots and Shoots column.
Mary Fetherolf, via Facebook

Gordon Stewart (1939 - 2014)
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Thanks to park staff

Senior Correspondent

On July 20 and 21, the Putnam Kennel Club, for the third time, held its annual American Kennel Club All-Breed
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A “penguin” at a crosswalk 

Tapco

Future of St. Mary’s
The departure of Father Shane ScottHamblen from St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church in Cold Spring is a huge loss to
the village (“Father Shane to Leave St.
Mary’s,” Aug. 17). The village will be greatly diminished without his presence.
Art Lopatin, Cold Spring
The Village of Cold Spring and/or the
Town of Philipstown ought to consider
renting from the church its great lawn,
which has for a long time been a de facto
public park and green space. That might
cover some of these maintenance expenses which are throttling the church’s budget. It might also forestall what many of
us fear as inevitable — a subdivision and
redevelopment of the church property.
Frank Haggerty, Cold Spring

The first casualty
What a sad and moving story of Pvt.
William Wilson, who was the first Highlands resident to die in World War I when
he was killed by a German sniper on
Aug. 19, 1918, while he and a fellow sol-

Why is this crosswalk famous?

Correction
In the Aug. 24 issue, we stated that
Beacon had received a federal grant for
$980,728 to construct a sidewalk along
the southeasterly side of Blackburn Avenue from Herbert Street to Fishkill Avenue. That would be an expensive sidewalk. The actual amount was $170,728.
The total of all municipal projects
awarded grants, including in Fishkill
and Poughkeepsie, was $980,728.
Dog Show at Veteran Memorial Park in
Carmel. The park just seems to get more
and more beautiful as time goes by. We
are proud to be able to use it for our beautiful dogs and hope to continue having the
show there for many years to come.
Mostly we would like to thank the staff
of the park. They went out of their way
to accommodate us. It was very much appreciated. They were always enthusiastic
and friendly.
Diane Travis, Garrison
Travis is president of the
Putnam Kennel Club.

The Highlands Current
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HUDSON HILLS ACADEMY
IS EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THEIR MOVE TO BEACON, NY

Join us at our Open House, September 5th, 2018 5-7pm
40 Rector Street, Beacon, NY.

(All vehicles MUST enter and exit through Wolcott Avenue)

Toddler Program 18-36 months
Montessori Programs Grades 1-8

What makes us special?
Individualized curriculum
Small class sizes
Small teacher student ratios

Child directed programs
Hands on learning
No common core curriculum

The Highlands Current
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NEWS BRIEFS

Elks Honor Officer
Recognized for drug enforcement

M

ark Thomas, a member of the Beacon Elks Lodge No. 1493, was named
the recipient of the Enrique “Kiki” Camarena Award from the state Elks Association at its annual convention in Rochester. Thomas’ name also was submitted
for consideration for the national award.
Thomas, a retired city police officer,
was named on Aug. 7 as director of security for the Beacon City School District.
He had been senior security monitor at
Glenham Elementary.
The Camarena award is given to police officers who go above and beyond to
protect the community from illicit drugs.
The award was established to honor Camarena, a federal drug enforcement officer who was killed in 1985 by a Mexican
cartel.

Capuchin Ministries to
Talk Science, Faith
Labor Day retreat for teens

C

apuchin Youth & Family Ministries in
Garrison will host a retreat for teenagers and young adults over the Labor Day
weekend focused on “reason and religion.”
A number of speakers, including a professor of theology, a molecular biologist and
Brother Guy Consolmagno, director of
the Vatican Observatory (via Skype) will
speak about science and religion’s common desire to seek truth.
The ministry invites teenagers ages 14

and older to attend. “The goal is to illustrate to teens and adults how science and
faith both seek the truth by asking different questions,” said Father Erik Lenhart.
The experience will also introduce teens
to top scientific minds who were Catholic,
including astronomer Georges Lemaître,
who formulated the modern Big Bang
theory, and Sister Mary Kenneth Keller,
the first women in the U.S. to receive a
Ph.D. in computer science. See coyfm.org
to register.

Police to Crack Down on
DWI Over Weekend
Program runs through Sept. 3

T

he sheriff’s departments in Putnam
and Dutchess counties, along with
the New York State Police, will increase
patrols and set up sobriety checkpoints
as part of a statewide initiative to arrest
impaired drivers that continues through
Sept. 3.

Governor Signs
Notification Law
Police must inform schools of sex
offenses

G

ov. Andrew Cuomo has signed into
law a bill that requires law enforcement agencies to notify school districts if
an employee hired before 2001 has been
arrested or convicted of a sex offense.
The bill, which closed a loophole in the
law, was introduced in the state Assembly
by Sandy Galef, who represents Philipstown, and in the state Senate
by Sue Serino, who represents
the Highlands. It followed an
incident in Ossining in May
2017, when the school district
discovered through an anonymous letter that one of its longtime custodians had been found
guilty in Dutchess County of
raping a child.
State law did not require authorities to notify districts of
the arrest or conviction of any
employee hired before 2001. The
Father Erik Lenhart of Capuchin Youth & Family
custodian had continued workMinistries in Garrison and McKenzie Malcom of St.
ing for the district for nearly a
Columba parish in Hopewell Junction, unveil a poster
honoring Sister Mary Kenneth Keller. 
Photo provided year after his arrest while out
on bail.

NEW ENGINE — The Beacon Fire Department has a new pumper — a 2018 Pierce
Enforcer built in Appleton, Wisconsin —that went into service Aug. 21. It includes a
750-gallon tank and a 1,500 GPM pump. 
Photo provided

Tourism Revenue Grows
in Highlands

Lyme Cases Rise

New study of economic benefits

T

T

ourism Economics, which each year releases a report on the economic impact
of tourism in New York State, found slow
and steady growth in the amount of money
spent by visitors in the Hudson Valley, including Dutchess and Putnam counties.
The firm reported that tourism spending
in Dutchess County increased 6 percent in
2017 over the previous year, to $602 million. It is the eighth year that spending has
increased, for a 25 percent rise since 2013.
Visitors to Dutchess contributed $43
million in local taxes, an increase of 5 percent, the report said. Without tourism dollars, it calculated the average household
would pay about $711 more in annual taxes. The industry also employs more than
11,000 people in Dutchess, up 7 percent.
In Putnam, tourists spent $63 million,
up 1 percent, and generated $4.6 million
in local taxes, an increase of 2 percent. The
industry employs 1,400 people and saves
each resident about $237 in annual taxes.
The Hudson Valley accounts for the highest percentage of tourist spending outside
of New York City, at 21 percent, followed
by the Finger Lakes. Tourism spending in
the Hudson Valley rose 3.6 percent, to $3.7
billion overall.

Up in Dutchess and Putnam
he number of Lyme disease cases reported in Dutchess County in 2017
rose by 50 percent compared to the year
before. In Putnam, the number of reported cases rose only slightly.
There were 581 cases of Lyme reported
in Dutchess last year, or about 510 per
100,000 residents, compared to 386 in
2016. Putnam had 346 reported cases,
or about 287 per 100,000 residents, compared to 344 the year before.
In a study reported in May, about half
of adult deer ticks collected statewide carried the bacteria that causes Lyme, along
with 27 percent of the nymphs, which account for most infections because they are
smaller and harder to see.
The highest concentration of ticks in
the state was found in the Hudson Valley; more than eight in 10 ticks in Orange
County were infected. Ticks in Putnam
County were not counted or tested, but
in Dutchess 32 percent of the adult ticks
collected carried the bacteria that causes
Lyme.

Visit highlandscurrent.org for news
updates and latest information.

Hudson Valley Auctioneers LLC
Antique and Estate Auctioneers
432 Main Street, Beacon, NY 12508

Monthly Public Auctions Mondays 5 p.m.
Featuring online and ofﬂine sessions
Sunday Previews • Gallery open daily by appointment
Estimates
Free consultations
Consignments accepted
Antiques and estates purchased
Estate and insurance appraisals
Tags sales
Clean outs
Neil Vaughn, 914-489-2399, Auctioneer
Theo Dehaas, 845-480-2381, Manager
Ofﬁce 845-838-3049

Visit www.hudsonvalleyauctioneers.com
and sign up for email notiﬁcation.

The Highlands Current
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only takes materials that have 0.5 percent contamination or less — a specification that can’t be achieved “unless you
reduce the contamination in the inbound
stream,” Hastings said.
China also banned the import of mixed
paper (i.e., junk mail), which had accounted for 20 percent of its inbound stream.
As demand has plummeted, expenses
have skyrocketed, Hastings said. A year
ago, Beacon could sell a ton of recycled
paper for $15, which added up to $16,000
in revenue in 2017. Today, City Administrator Anthony Ruggiero said, the city is
paying $65 to dispose of that same ton.
In Cold Spring, the village used to receive revenue for providing recyclables
to ReCommunity, a firm in Beacon, said
Deputy Mayor Marie Early, but as China
stopped purchasing recyclables, the village had to start paying for the service.
While the initial cost of recycling was
about half that of trash disposal, Early
said, the village now pays nearly $67 per
ton for recyclables compared to $81.50 for
a ton of garbage. Those figures do not include wages, fuel or vehicle maintenance,
she noted.
Nelsonville is in the midst of a threeyear contract with Royal Carting for recycling and trash collection, while Philipstown residents must contract privately
with services such as Royal or Lombardo
Carting but can take recyclables to the
town landfill on Saturdays.
In June, the Beacon City Council approved a budget amendment to allow the
city to pay for recycling disposal through
the end of the year. It will begin wrestling
with the 2019 budget next month, and it’s
likely to include similar costs.
“We all agree we want to recycle,” Ruggiero said, “but we’re going to have to do
an educational program [for residents] because there’s so much contamination. It’s
not going to be a quick fix.”
The recycling industry may “have to
go back to the basics,” Hastings told the
council on Monday. Across the country,
single-stream recycling, which allows
residents to place paper, plastic, glass and
cans into one bin for curbside pickup, may
need to be replaced by the old method of
sorting recyclables into separate containers.
The new rule is “when in doubt, throw

STREET WORK — Central Hudson is replacing gas lines in Beacon along Verplanck Avenue (shown here) and portions of Dewindt Street,
including South Cedar, South Chestnut and Henry streets. The Verplanck work is expected to be completed by early November and the
Dewindt project by the end of September. A gas main replacement along Main Street between Schenck and South Avenue should be
finished by early October. The projects are a part of a years-long, regional initiative by the utility to address aging infrastructure.

Photo by Jeff Simms
it out,” Hastings said. “For a long time, it
was the opposite.”
But going back to the basics could introduce its own set of problems, such as the
increased carbon footprint of expanding
pickup services.
Sarah Womer, the founder of Zero to Go,
a Beacon-based company that provides
zero-waste event services and a compost
pickup program for Beacon, says that if
composting becomes as common as recycling, the contamination rate of recycled
materials would likely fall.
“Forty percent of what we throw away
is compostable,” Womer said. “If municipalities in the Hudson Valley would get on
board with organic materials programs
and make them accessible and understandable so that people would use them,
it would definitely make a difference.”
She points to Kingston, which secured a
$63,000 state grant last year to develop a

waste management program that includes
composting. The city’s municipally operated compost facility is expected to bring
in more than $100,000 this year.
The market for compost, Womer added,
wouldn’t be dependent on finding foreign
buyers. “Every farm in the Hudson Valley
buys yards and yards of compost every
year, sometimes twice,” she said.
City Council member Amber Grant said
on Monday that Beacon needs a “fullcourt press on teaching people how to recycle, but we also have to give them the
tools to do it.” Grant cited the two-in-one
trash and recycling cans on Main Street,
which often overflow over weekends, as
“set up to fail.”
Those cans will likely be replaced, Ruggiero said. But an educational campaign
will still be necessary. “Every resident has
got to want to help,” he said.  

These two-in-one cans are supposed to
separate trash and recycling on Main
Street in Beacon. 
Photo by J. Simms

REAL ESTATE CLOSING
ATTORNEY
30 Years of Experience

Residential and Commercial Properties
We Represent Buyers and Sellers

CHIERA LAW GROUP
914-722-6700
www.ChieraLawGroup.com
Free Consultation

The eyes of tomorrow ...
deserve Southern Dutchess Eye Care today.
Thorough, comfortable back-to-school eye exams. Schedule now.
969 MAIN ST. FISHKILL (845) 896-6700 sdec2020.com
Brian D. Peralta, OD

Dr. Gary M. Weiner, OD

Dr. Brian Powell, OD
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Around Town

HERE’S THE SCOOP — More than 190 children and 30 teens and adults
participated in the Desmond-Fish Library’s summer reading program, which
concluded on Aug. 21 with an ice cream party at the Garrison library. During the
weekly program children earned dimes for acts of kindness, which they could
donate to the Putnam Highlands Audubon Society or the Philipstown Food Pantry.
Each nonprofit sent a representative to the party to accept the donations and tell
the children what the dimes would be used for.
Photos by Ross Corsair

CINEMA
IN PIAZZA
PRESENT

Friday, September 7, 7:30pm

• Troublemakers – The Story of Land Art,
James Crump, United States, 2015

Magazzino Italian Art
2700 Route 9, Cold Spring
Tickets available on
magazzino.eventbrite.com
No tickets available at the door.
All proceeds will be donated to RxArt.
www.rxart.net

highlandscurrent.org
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The Calendar

Classical Cold Spring
Violinist with local ties to perform
By Alison Rooney

A

llison Edberg Nyquist lives in Indiana, but the violinist has strong ties
to Philipstown, where her parents
and sister live.
She plays with The Vivaldi Project, a
trio that specializes in early string music
and will be performing at the Chapel
Restoration in Cold Spring at 7 p.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 8, to mark the release of

The Vivaldi Project will be
performing at the Chapel
Restoration in Cold Spring at
7 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 8,
to mark the release of its most
recent album.
its most recent album. The program will
include works from the second half of the
18th century by Sammartini, Johan
Christian Bach, Campioni, Haydn and
Breval.

Nyquist, who is concertmaster of the Indianapolis
Baroque Orchestra, is a
daughter of Patricia and
Gareth Guest of Nelsonville
and a sister of Maia Guest
of Cold Spring.
Her studies began at the
San Francisco Conservatory, followed by the
Peabody Institute, the
University of Michigan and
Florida State, before she
found “work, and life and
love in the Midwest. I now
live in rural Indiana — a
mere 13.5-hour drive from
Cold Spring.”
Nevertheless, the village
has become a favorite
destination for the trio, which also
includes violinist Elizabeth Field and
cellist Stephanie Vial.
“We spent time there to prepare a
concert we played in Manhattan two
seasons ago,” Nyquist explains. “We

The Beacon Beat
Women’s drum corp forming
By Alison Rooney

“W

hen I was a kid I remember the
elementary school band, and
the route it always took,” recalls Michael Farkas, a percussionist who
lives in Beacon. “I wasn’t a part
of it, but for me the most exciting
thing was that you could hear it
from far away.
“It was, ‘Something’s coming,
something’s coming!’ We’re so
used to having music right in
front of us or in our ears, but
when you sense that it’s out
there, coming your way, it gives it
that special excitement.”
That ‘something’ was the
drums, and on Saturday, Sept.
30, at the Spirit of Beacon Day
parade, Farkas hopes to create
the same anticipation among
spectators along the route with
what he is calling the Women’s
Rough and Ready Drum Corp.
The band, organized through
Beacon Music Factory, will
practice four times before its
debut, he said. The first class is

scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 6.
“Whether two turn
up, or 50 — which
be great — we’ll
for parade would
start by learning basic
rhythms, footwork,
and call and response,” he says. “If it’s a
diversified talent pool, a lot more info
can be brought to the table. I’m excited
to see how it turns out, what it grows
into.”

sight-read through a huge stack of trios
in Maia and [husband] John Plummer’s
dining room to choose what we would
record on the CD we are celebrating on
Sept. 8. Cold Spring played an integral
part in its conception!”
The CD is Discovering the Classical

Farkas is a founding member of The
Wiyos, which blends early swing jazz,
rural folk, old-time blues and Appalachian music and in 2009 toured as the
opening act for a summer ballpark tour
featuring Bob Dylan, Willie Nelson and
John Mellencamp. More recently, Farkas
formed Lucky Diaz and the Family Jam
Band.
Earlier, he worked in European
circuses and found inspiration in artist/
activist collectives such as New Mexico’s

Allison Nyquist (right) with Elizabeth Field
and Stephanie Vial Photo by Marion Meaken
String Trio, Vol. 2. Along with the first
volume, released in 2016, it reflects
research the musicians have done in
libraries around (Continued on Page 11)
Wise Fool Puppet Intervention, which
created public spectacles using 14-foot
puppets. Another influence was Vermont’s Bread and Puppet Theater, which
mixes social activism with street theater,
often at parades.
Despite this background, Farkas says
he isn’t steering the drum corp in any
particular direction. “I’m not leading it,”
he says. “I’m facilitating it by teaching
simple rhythms and marching patterns,
then handing it off to the women. They
can be part of a parade or a
cause — it’s open-ended.
This is more about thinking
of how I can share my
experience as a drummer
and a percussionist, offering
something to the community.
“I’m looking forward to
asking each person, ‘What
inspired you to show up?’ ”
The classes will work
differently than others
Farkas leads. “We’ll be
(Continued on Page 11)
One of the best-known
all-female percussion
groups is Batalá New York,
an Afro-Brazilian samba
reggae band shown here
performing in a Big Apple
parade.  Photo by Christina Tsao
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FRIDAY, AUG. 31
Plush Hearts: Full-Figured Fashion Show
6 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St., Beacon
howlandculturalcenter.org
Overdose Awareness Day
7 p.m. Cold Spring Waterfront
philipstownctc.org
HVSF: Rip Van Winkle
6:15 p.m. Friday Night Prologue
7:30 p.m. Performance
Boscobel
1601 Route 9D, Garrison
845-809-5750 | hvshakespeare.org
The Fixx
8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St., Peekskill
paramounthudsonvalley.com

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1
Desmond-Fish Library closed
Poetry Workshop
1 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St., Beacon
845-831-1134 | beaconlibrary.org
The Farm Show 2018 (Opening)
2 – 6 p.m. Saunders Farm
853 Old Albany Post Road, Garrison
845-528-1797 | collaborativeconcepts.org
Together, We Celebrate (Opening)
3 – 5 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
See details under Friday.
Constitution Marsh Canoe Trip
4 p.m. Audubon Center
127 Warren Landing, Garrison
845-265-2601 | constitutionmarsh.audubon.org
H.V. Renegades vs. Aberdeen
6:05 p.m. Dutchess Stadium
1500 Route 9D, Wappingers Falls
845-838-0094 | hvrenegades.com
Doansburg Chamber Ensemble
7 p.m. St. Mary’s Church
1 Chestnut St., Cold Spring
845-228-4167
The Sound of Music (1965)
7:30 p.m. Dockside Park, Cold Spring
coldspringfilm.org

Calendar Highlights
Submit to calendar@highlandscurrent.org
For complete listings, see highlandscurrent.org

Beacon Musicthon
2 p.m. Towne Crier
379 Main St., Beacon
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Putnam County Shared Services Plan
7 p.m. Philipstown Town Hall
238 Main St., Cold Spring
putnamcountyny.com

HVSF: Rip Van Winkle
4 p.m. University Settlement
724 Wolcott Ave., Beacon
845-809-5750 | hvshakespeare.org

Cold Spring Board of Trustees
7:30 p.m. Village Hall
85 Main St., Cold Spring
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

H.V. Renegades vs. Aberdeen
5:05 p. m. Dutchess Stadium
See details under Saturday.

Club/Draw
8 p.m. Quinn’s
330 Main St., Beacon
facebook.com/clubdrawbeacon

MONDAY, SEPT. 3
Labor Day
HVSF: Rip Van Winkle
7 p.m. Boscobel
See details under Friday.
H.V. Renegades vs. Aberdeen
7:05 p.m. Dutchess Stadium
See details under Saturday.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 4
Girls’ Tennis vs. Carmel
4:15 p.m. Beacon High School
101 Matteawan Road, Beacon
beaconk12.org
Volleyball vs. Croton
6 p.m. Haldane High School
23 Craigside Dr., Cold Spring
haldaneschool.org
Remote Work: Find It, Keep it and Home
Offices
6 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
472 Route 403, Garrison
845-424-3020 | desmondfishlibrary.org
Beacon City Council
7 p.m. City Hall
1 Municipal Plaza, Beacon
845-838-5011 | cityofbeacon.org

HVSF: Rip Van Winkle
7 p.m. Boscobel
See details under Friday.

Putnam County Legislature
7 p.m. Historic Courthouse
44 Gleneida Ave., Carmel
845-208-7800 | putnamcountyny.com

West Point Concert Band Labor Day
Celebration
7:30 p.m. Trophy Point, West Point
westpointband.com

Haldane School Board
7 p.m. Haldane School (Music Room)
23 Craigside Dr., Cold Spring
haldaneschool.org

Chris Isaak
8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
See details under Friday.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 2
Native American Archaeological Tour
10 a.m. Fort Montgomery
690 Route 9W, Fort Montgomery
845-446-2134 | nysparks.com/historic-sites
Wildflower Walk for Kids
10 a.m. Audubon Center
See details under Saturday.
Story Time
Noon. One Nature
321 Main St., Beacon
onenaturellc.com/events

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 5
Desmond-Fish Library
10:15 a.m. Music and Movement for Toddlers
1:30 p.m. Deep Heap Circle
See details under Tuesday.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 6
Philipstown Senior Club
11 a.m. Chestnut Ridge
62 Chestnut St., Cold Spring
845-809-5924
Haldane Sports
4:15 p.m. Girls’ Tennis vs. Briarcliff
4:30 p.m. Boys’ Soccer vs. YMA
See details under Tuesday.
Yarn Salon
5 – 7 p.m. Garrison Art Center
23 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison
845-424-3960 | garrisonartcenter.org
Philipstown Town Board
7:30 p.m. Town Hall
238 Main St., Cold Spring
845-265-5200 | philipstown.com

FRIDAY, SEPT. 7
Rhyme Time by the Hudson
9:30 a.m. Boscobel
1601 Route 9D, Garrison
boscobel.org
Yorktown Grange Fair
4 – 11 p.m. Grange Fairgrounds
99 Moseman Road, Yorktown Heights
yorktowngrangefair.org

highlandscurrent.org
Boys’ Soccer vs. John Jay Cross River
4:30 p.m. Beacon High School
See details under Tuesday.
Girls’ Soccer vs. Irvington
4:30 p.m. Haldane High School
See details under Tuesday.
Oktoberfest
5 – 10 p.m. Germania Festival Grounds
51 Old DeGarmo Road, Poughkeepsie
germaniapok.com
Ice Cream Social and Magic Show
6 – 9 p.m. United Methodist Church
216 Main St., Cold Spring
Jane Schneider: Sculptures (Opening)
6 – 8:30 p.m. Buster Levi Gallery
121 Main St., Cold Spring
845-809-5145 | busterlevigallery.com
Summer J. Hart: further evidence of invasion
(Opening)
6 – 9 p.m. Create Community
11 Peekskill Road, Nelsonville
summerjhart.com
Aery Theatre 20/20 Play Festival
8 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre
10 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison
845-424-3900 | philipstowndepottheatre.org
Cinema in Piazza: The Story of Land Art
8 p.m. Magazzino Italian Art
2700 Route 9, Philipstown
magazzino.art
Miracle on South Division Street
8 p.m. County Players Theater
2681 W. Main St., Wappingers Falls
845-298-1491 | countyplayers.org
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Classical (from Page 9)
the world on music of the period written
for the string trio.
Nyquist plays a French violin made
around 1820 that was given to her father
by his sister. “Her husband, Hough
Guest, played it and named it Peter Pan
because he said that although he would
grow old and die, the violin would always
be young,” she says. “Unfortunately, he
died of tuberculosis in his 30s, but the
violin has stayed active and well-loved.”
The Chapel Restoration is located at
45 Market St. in Cold Spring, adjacent to
the Metro-North station, where parking
is free on weekends. The program is free
but a $20 donation is suggested.

The Beacon Beat

(from Page 9)

learning rhythmic patterns without
necessarily using drum sticks,” he says.
“We’ll work with vocal patterns, rhythmic patterns, then apply them to instruments. I work with kids in this way a lot.
Once the patterns are ingrained into
muscle memory, then we bring in the
sticks and drums.
“You don’t need instruments to start
if you internalize those patterns. We can
have horns join in — they’re always good
in a marching band because they’re loud
and easily carried. Walking is a big
component, too. We’ll be using our feet to
march and stomp. We won’t be sitting in
a circle. It’s about getting out and
moving, in a street environment.”

TRAILS END
Contemporary on 4.49 acres. Chef's kitchen,
stone fireplaces. Pool. Six-stall barn/paddock.
WEB# GH1397977 | Cold Spring | $1,199,500

The Vivaldi Project’s two albums

The idea of creating street bands
came about when Farkas and BMF founder Stephen Clair were discussing possible
classes. “Things like the #MeToo movement, and how women’s voices were
being heard collectively more than ever,
came into our discussion,” Farkas recalls.
“I thought it would be great to impart my
skill sets and let the women run with it.”
The cost of the four sessions is $125,
and each participant will be given a
drum to use for the duration. “Everyone
will be encouraged to trick out their
drum in whatever way they like,” according to the class notes. See beaconmusicfactory.com.
Visit highlandscurrent.org for news
updates and latest information.

NATURAL LIGHT ABOUNDS
Contemporary bordering Garrison Golf Course.
Two-story stone fireplace. Minutes to train.
WEB# PO1432610 | Garrison | $799,000

PERIOD HOME ON 6.64 ACRES
Victorian charm offers high ceilings, vaulted family
room, library. Master suite.
WEB# PO1472841 | Kent | $600,000

ch
run n
B
t
o
Bes Beac
in

Open 4:30 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 11 a.m.
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays
Friday, Aug. 31, 7 p.m.
Carla Springer
Friday, Aug. 31, 8:30 p.m.
Bill Kirchen Band
Dan Brother Trio

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Classic Farmhouse Cottage. Open floor plan.
First-floor master suite. Screened porch.
WEB# PO1460268 | Cold Spring | $549,000

Saturday, Sept. 1, 6 p.m.
Boom Kat – Free
Saturday, Sept. 1, 8:30 p.m.
Daimh
from Scotland

Michael Farkas

Photo by Brian Geltner

Sunday, Sept. 2, 2 p.m.
Beacon Musicthon – Free
Thursday, Sept. 6, 7 p.m.
CJ Chenier & The Red Hot
Louisiana Band

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME
Beautiful serene setting on private road. Septic
and well are in. Minutes to train/river.
WEB# PO1457552 | Garrison | $500,000

Friday, Sept. 7, 7 p.m.
Tony DePaolo – Free
Friday, Sept. 7, 8:30 p.m.
Judith Tulloch Band
Saturday, Sept. 8, 8:30 p.m.
Back to the Garden 1969
Sunday, Sept. 9, 11:30 a.m.
East Coast Jazz Trio – Free
Sunday, Sept. 9, 7 p.m.
The McKrells

AMAZING GARDENS
Mid-century Ranch. Original owner. Chef's kitchen
with Garland range. Family room.
WEB# PO1461885 | Cold Spring | $449,900
COLD SPRING BROKERAGE 845.265.5500

The Batalá New York percussion group

379 Main St., Beacon
townecrier.com • 845.855.1300

H O U L I H A N L A W R E N C E .C O M
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Moving Toward
Better Health
Therapist sees nonverbal
cues as clues
By Alison Rooney

D

ance and movement as communication is at the core of the many
strands of Suzi Tortora’s work.
Tortora, who has been teaching classes,
conducting workshops and working with
children and adults for three decades,
works, separately, in therapeutic and expressive modes.
The former intersects with the latter for
the clients Tortora sees in psychotherapy
sessions, which include the analysis of
non-verbal cues as a way of understanding what is triggering them.

“The body is a map of all of our
experiences. Becoming attentive to the
qualities of nonverbal cues provides
a window into a person’s experience,
expression and development of their
sense of self.”
“The body is a map of all of our experiences,” she says. “Becoming attentive to
the qualities of nonverbal cues provides
a window into a person’s experience, expression and development of their sense

HIGHLAND STUDIO

PRINTMAKERS
FINE ART
PRINTING
SCANNING

LARGE FORMAT
HUDSON VALLEY’S
ARCHIVAL PRINTING
SINCE 1997
PICTURE FRAMING
print & map gallery

845-809-5174
31 STEPHANIE LANE
COLD SPRING, NY

www.thehighlandstudio.com
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of self. These qualities
include the rhythm,
tempo, muscular tension, spatial pathway
and amount of strength
used to perform the
movement
sequence.
Each individual’s personal movement style
is made up of a unique
organization of these
qualities.”
Working from Dancing Dialogue, her Cold
Spring studio on lower
Main Street, Tortora offers movement classes
designed for infants,
toddlers and elementary school children.
Focusing on playful
movement, with both
stimulating and soothSuzi Tortora, in foreground, conducting a movement class at Dancing Dialogue. 
Photo by Caroline Kaye
ing activities, Tortora
“guides parents into
“I like having the balance in working
who realized there were “medically unextrust-building with their baby, which then plained symptoms for which he knew the with neurotypical children [who are not
assists the baby into trusting the world physiology, but not the psychology.”
on the autism spectrum] and having a
around them.”
Tortora believes “a lot of chronic pain, separate, therapeutic practice,” she says.
Classes for older children link dancing for example, is a manifestation of adverse Her classes took root after Tortora, with a
with drawing, writing and creating sto- childhood conditions. There is a high cor- young child of her own, became involved
ries.
relation between severe childhood events with a Mothers on Mondays group that
When Tortora moved to Garrison in and chronic health conditions. I grew my worked on getting the Tots Park built in
1986, she was in the process of obtaining professional practice in that way, focusing Cold Spring, among other projects.
her doctorate, specializing in infant men- particularly on the infant/parent bond.”
There she met Polly Townsend, and at
tal health. “I was then ‘cutting edge,’ as
After she finished her doctorate, in the urging of friends, the duo opened a
people were still debating whether babies 2002, Tortora moved into the Skybaby preschool, which they ran for a year out of
had ‘minds,’ ” she recalls. She was also building, where she started offering Townsend’s Garrison home.
working with an osteopath in the city, dance classes.
“At the end of the year, Polly needed to
use the space in her home for other purposes, so it ended,” Tortora recalls. “I realized I was more interested in running the
dance piece than operating a preschool,
and that was the impetus for beginning
the dance classes.”
Word of mouth filled the classes, and
19 Front St., Newburgh, NY 12550
they continue to this day (see suzitortora.
845-561-3686
com). Some of her first dancers are now
www.downingﬁlmcenter.com
in their 30s.
Now Showing
In addition to running her studio and
Puzzle (R)
her practice, Tortora travels widely to lecFRI 7:30, SAT 2:00 4:45 7:30
ture and has developed an online training
SUN 2:00 4:45, TUE 2:00 7:30
program that is used by those working
WED 7:30, THU 2:00 7:30
with refugees. She also is a spokesperson
for Drea’s Dream, a dance-therapy proMONROE THEATER
gram created by the Andrea Rizzo Foun34 Millpond Parkway, Monroe NY 10950
dation in the pediatrics department at
845-395-9055
Memorial Sloan Kettering.
www.themonroetheater.com

Crazy Rich Asians (PG13)
FRI 1:30 5:15 8:15, SAT 1:00 4:45
7:45, SUN 12:30 4:15 7:15, MON 2:30
TUE 7:15, WED 12:30 4:15 7:15
THU 7:15
BlacKkKlansman (R)
FRI 1:45 4:45 8:00, SAT 1:15
4:15 7:30, SUN 12:45 3:45 7:00
MON 2:00, TUE 7:00
WED 12:45 3:45 7:00, THU 7:00
Incredibles 2 (PG)
FRI 2:00 5:00, SAT 1:30 4:30
SUN 1:00 4:00, MON 2:15
WED 1:00 4:00
Eighth Grade 2 (R)
FRI 8:30, SAT 8:00, SUN 7:30
TUE-THU 7:30
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Out There

Saving Blue Hole

How a Catskills swimming
spot could protect Breakneck
By Brian PJ Cronin

F

ive years ago, the Blue Hole swimming hole near Peekamoose Mountain in the Catskills was a beloved,
locals-only destination at the end of a narrow herd path.
Then the travel journalists found it.
Suddenly this tiny, tranquil location was
lauded in Men’s Journal and Travel + Leisure. It was featured on a Travel Channel
show, “Top Secret Swimming Holes,” making it not a secret. Instagram didn’t help.
Visitors poured in by the thousands. The
herd path became a trampled highway.
Cars parked on the shoulders for miles
along winding Peekamoose Road. Bags of
trash were left behind on the trail, in the
woods, and in the water, which feeds the
Rondout Reservoir, a source of New York
City drinking water.
Like Breakneck Ridge in the Highlands,
Blue Hole was in danger of being loved to
death.
An overabundance of outdoor tourists
has long been an issue in the West, where
hikers are accustomed to checking if certain trails, mountains or rock climbing areas require day permits. But that is nearly

Andy Mossey and Selina Guendel of the Catskill Center, picking up microtrash at Blue
Hole Photo by B. Cronin
unheard of in New York State, and once
pristine natural attractions are paying
the price.
“If we allow all these people to come
and don’t provide any education or guidelines on how to use it responsibly, then
we’re going to see it get trashed,” says
Andy Mossey of the Catskill Center, who

Sept. 7-16
Aery Theatre Company’s 20/20 One Act Play Festival
See website for times and details
Sept. 13 at 7pm
Maia Sharp, Singer/Songwriter returns as Roscoe and Etta
Hudson Lovell opens the show!
Sept. 22 at 7:30pm
Mama Drama
Natalie Arneson’s one
woman musical show
Sept. 28 at 7:30pm
Depot Docs presents:
United Skates
Tribea Film Festival
award winner
Reception and Q &A
to follow ﬁlm
Sept. 29 at 8pm
Hello Jerry: Songs of
Jerry Herman hosted
by Phil Geoﬀrey Bond

formerly worked for the nonprofit Leave
No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics,
which had identified Blue Hole as being in
critical danger of irreparable damage and
traveled to the area last year to help the
state develop new guidelines.
This summer, the state Department of
Environmental Conservation put those
guidelines in place in an attempt to save
Blue Hole. A dumpster and two portable
toilets were installed at the parking lot.
Visitors are required to obtain a free
permit online before visiting on summer
weekends or holidays. Mossey and another steward, Selina Guendel, are on duty
every weekend, holiday, and most weekdays.
When permits are required, the two approach visitors before they even get out of
their cars so they don’t have time to un-

load and head down to Blue Hole only to
be told they must leave. Other visitors are
handed garbage bags. Each is shown photos of Blue Hole when it overflowed with
trash and guests.
“Anyone who sees that, understands,”
says Guendel.
For visitors who arrive on weekends and
holidays without a permit, Mossey and Guendel provide directions to nearby swimming holes at Minnewaska State Park and
the Mongaup Pond Campground. But the
most important tool at their disposal is
their infectious attitude. They say they are
genuinely happy to see everyone.
“We’re not like, ‘Ugh, another person,’ ”
says Mossey. “Instead we say, ‘Wow! You
drove three or four hours to get here! Welcome to the Catskills! But we need you to
help us take care of it.’ ”
With the summer winding down, it’s
clear the policies are working. When I
visited Mossey and Guendel early Monday morning they were cleaning up after
a busy weekend. Instead of hauling out
a dumpster’s worth of garbage, they had
filled two kitchen-sized bags with “microtrash” such as juice-box straw wrappers
that fell out of pockets.
The site was immaculate, and with just
the three of us standing there, Blue Hole
again resembled the untouched, tranquil
paradise that made locals fall in love with
it for hundreds — and possibly thousands
— of years.
The same groups that came together to
work out a plan for Blue Hole are talking
about how its success can be replicated.
The Leave No Trace Center has identified
Breakneck Ridge as a priority and will
travel to the Highlands in October for a
week of workshops and discussions.
As we walked back from Blue Hole,
Mossey noted how the path was already
recovering, with less erosion. “You can
expect to see, over the next year or two,
some vegetation growing back, to help
lock some of the soil in,” he explains.

• Custom Guitars
• iGuitar USB
• Factory Direct Sales
• Expert Repairs & Setups
• USB/Synth Upgrades
• Lessons
Patrick G. Cummings

290 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516
845•809•5347 x226
www.iguitarworkshop.com | sales@iguitarworkshop.com

1. CLINIQUE, 2. GOFF, 3. ROBUSTIOUS,
4.THROAT, 5. TREMBLAY, 6. BRATWURST, 7. MUGGY
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The Thing, the 1982 thriller starring Kurt Russell, runs for an hour and
49 minutes — less time than it took the Cold Spring Film Society to set up
its 27-foot screen and prepare for a free screening on Aug. 18 at Dockside
Park.
Peter Maloney, a Garrison resident who appeared in the film, offered an
introduction, remembering the shoot as the best job he ever had. He was
on set for six months, he said, “despite the fact [spoiler alert] I am horribly
killed near the beginning.”
Every other weekend over the summer, volunteers from the society and
high school interns assembled the screen and set up the popcorn booth.
Donations keep the films coming.
The 2018 season concludes at Dockside on Saturday, Sept. 1, with The
Sound of Music, which will begin at about 7:30 p.m. Bring your own
chairs or blankets.

Photos by Ross Corsair

Hanging the sign at the popcorn booth

Peter Maloney of Garrison recalls his role in the 1982 film.

After a downpour earlier in the day, the projector was positioned inside a tent.

Screen brackets

The screen must be secured to keep it from blowing into the river.

Unwrapping the 27-foot screen
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See the Valley

Paper Art

Beacon

Historic ramble runs through
September

Installation in Nelsonville

Farm-Fresh Dinner

S

Chefs to descend on Bannerman

ummer J. Hart’s cut-paper
installation, further evidence of invasion, will be on
display at Create Community
on Peekskill Road in Nelsonville from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 7. Hart uses Tyvek as her
material to symbolize the resiliency of forests.

T

he Hudson Valley River Ramble runs
through the month of September with
opportunities to hike and learn about local history. In Putnam County, events include garden tours, trail cleanup at Breakneck Ridge, and tours of the Mandeville
House in Garrison. In Dutchess County,
explore Innisfree Garden, tour the Van
Wyck Homestead or learn about pollinators at Stony Kill Farm. See hudsonrivervalleyramble.com.

Art from the Forest
New exhibit to open at Buster Levi

T

he Buster Levi Gallery in Cold Spring
will open an exhibit of sculpture by
Jane Schneider on Friday, Sept. 7, with a
reception from 6 to 8:30 p.m. The Garrison artist uses wood that falls from trees
near her home to make freestanding and
wall sculptures. The exhibit continues
through Sept. 30. See busterlevigallery.
com.

Grange in Yorktown
Begins Friday, Sept. 7

I

f you missed the Dutchess and Putnam county fairs, you’ll have another

Climate Action Day
Event set in Poughkeepsie

T

he Hudson Valley Rise for
Climate will mark Climate
Action Day on Saturday, Sept. 8,
at 46 Raymond Ave. in Poughkeepsie from noon to 4 p.m. Environmental organizations will
share information and ways to
contact legislators about the
pursuit of a fossil-fuel free world,
A girl and her duck at the Yorktown Grange Fair,
and there will also be crafts for
which runs this year from Sept. 7 to 9
Photo provided children and live music. See actionnetwork.org/events/hudsonchance for fun at the Yorktown Grange
valley-rise-for-climate.
Fair, which runs from Friday, Sept. 7, to
Sunday, Sept. 9, in Yorktown Heights. The
fair will have music, livestock and craft
contests, food stands, rides and a tractor
Hike scheduled for Sept. 8
parade. See yorktowngrangefair.org.
he Putnam Valley Historical Society
will lead a hike on Saturday, Sept. 8,
to Northgate and the Old Cornish Estate,
where Thom Johnson will share the history of the house, gardens and structures.
Meet at the Little Stony Point parking lot
at 9 a.m. and dress for hiking over rough
terrain. Tickets are $10. To reserve a spot,
see pv10579.com.

S

ix chefs will prepare a multiple-course
meal on Bannerman Island on Saturday, Sept. 8, with a boat leaving the
Beacon dock at 3 p.m. and again at 4:15
p.m. Noah Sheetz, Talisha Solages, Michael Lapi, Lex Taylor, Rebecca Joyner
and Chris Locke plan to use only locally
sourced ingredients. Tickets are $135 at
bannermancastle.org.

Classical Concert
Trio to perform at St. Andrew’s

T

he September Trio will perform at St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Beacon
at 4 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 8. The group —
Yalin Chi on piano, Sam Ross on clarinet
and soprano Sara Heaton — will perform
selections by Handel, Strauss, Debussy,
Schubert, Verdi, Sondheim, Bassi and Villalobos. The concert is free but donations
are welcome.

Cornish Estate Tour

T

The Story of Land Art
Magazzino to screen documentary

M

agazzino Italian Art on Route 9 in
Philipstown will screen the documentary Troublemakers: The Story of
Land Art at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 7. (It
was rescheduled from July.) The 2015 film
includes interviews with Robert Smithson, Walter De Maria and Michael Heizer.
See maggazino.art.

StoryWalk Opens
Trail tied to Teeny, Tiny, Toady

T

he Hudson Highlands Nature Museum will open its fall StoryWalk trail at
the Outdoor Discovery Center in Cornwall
on Saturday, Sept. 8. Children are invited
to read Teeny, Tiny, Toady by Jill Esbaum
and walk the meadow trail to find clues
about its animals. The trail is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and there will be guided
walks at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. See hhnm.org.

Pianist Yalin Chi will perform with the
September Trio at St. Andrew’s on Sept. 8.

Photo by Jodi Carlson

Top Art Gem
Beacon recognized by site

T

he auction and gallery site Invaluable
named Beacon as the “top art gem”
in the Northeast in a post dated Aug. 13.
“Art is front and center in Beacon; both
at Dia:Beacon and in the artsy cafes and
shops that have since opened in town,”
it wrote. The other two East Coast cities
recognized were Abingdon, Virginia, and
Burlington, Vermont. See invaluable.com/
blog/hidden-gem-art-hubs.
(To next page)

Visit highlandscurrent.org for news
updates and latest information.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

at the Community Health Center
and from 1 to 2 p.m. at Forrestal
Heights, as well as on Saturday,
Sept. 8, from 3 to 8 p.m. at the Sun
and Earth Festival at Stony Kill
Farm.

Then & Now
1 East Main St., Beacon, August 2016 and today
Photos by Michael Turton

Hispanic-American
Art
Howland to open exhibit

T

he Howland Cultural Center
in Beacon will mark HispanicAmerican Heritage Month with
Together We Celebrate, an exhibit
featuring work by 19 artists from
Spanish-speaking nations who
make their homes in the Hudson
Valley. A reception is scheduled
for 3 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 1,
and the exhibit continues through
Sept. 30.

Get Lit Hosts Story
Contest

“Hill and Hollow,” by Audrey Francis, is one of
the artworks that will be shown at the Howland
Cultural Center during its exhibit for HispanicAmerican Heritage Month.
Image provided
(From previous page)

Jazz at Quinn’s
Bobby Previte to perform

J

azz drummer Bobby Previte will perform at Quinn’s in Beacon at 8 p.m. on
Sunday, Sept. 9, with his band, The Visitors (Michael Gamble on guitar, Michael
Kammers on tenor sax and keyboards,
Kurt Kotheimer on bass and Fabian Rucker on alto sax and synthesizer). A $10 donation for the band is requested.

Entries due Sept. 30

G

et Lit Beacon, a monthly gathering of writers at the Oak Vino
Wine Bar, has launched a contest called “A
Beacon Story.” Entries can be fiction or creative nonfiction but must be 1,000 words or
fewer. Submissions are due by Sept. 30, and
the fee is $5 per entry.
Winners will be announced on Oct. 14;
first prize is a gift card from Split Rock
Books in Cold Spring and publication in
The Highlands Current. Second prize will
be a gift card from Binnacle Books in Beacon and publication on the Get Lit Beacon
blog. To enter, visit getlitbeacon.com. The
next Get Lit Beacon gathering takes place
at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 9.

Organics on the Road
Common Ground has produce van

C

ommon Ground Farm will take its
organic produce on the road in and
around Beacon with a newly acquired solar- and vegetable oil-powered van. The
farm plans pop-up markets on Wednesday, Sept. 5, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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Four Winds Farm’s
Organic Heirloom
Tomatoes

at the
Cold Spring Farmers’ Market

Saturdays, 8:30 to 1:30

E
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161 Main St.
Cold Spring, NY 10516
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Come see the tastiest, biggest, nicest
collection of heirloom tomatoes
in the Hudson Valley!
Over 40 varieties.
The new Common Ground Farm produce van, which runs on the power of the sun and
vegetable oil
Photo provided

We also deliver Heirloom Tomatoes to
Foodtown and Vera’s on Tuesday mornings.
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Looking Back in
Philipstown
By Chip Rowe

150 Years Ago (August 1868)
The Cold Spring Recorder editorialized:
“The Courier says that the Carmel jail is
being repaired. We hope that the management will be fixed also.”

Patrick Powers, overseer of A. Healy’s
farm in Nelsonville, fell overboard from
an excursion boat and drowned. He was
walking across the plank from the steamer onto a barge where his eldest daughter
was running concessions, but the board
was not secured. He leaves six orphaned
children.
Two men brought a trained bear around
town, with a “sasser” circulating in the
crowd to collect coins.
John Dillon of Kemble Avenue and a la-

In 1968, the Cold Spring Lions scheduled Willis Reed (19) as a lunch speaker. 

S E R V I C E
Cold Spring Physical Therapy PC
John R. Astrab PT, DPT, OCS, MS, CSCS
v

Medicare, United Health Care, Railroad, Tri-Care, NoFault, Workers Compensation Insurance Plans Accepted

1760 South Route 9 • Garrison NY 10524
845.424.6422
johnastrab@coldspringnypt.com
coldspringnypt.com

Membership Has Benefits
Do you belong to one of these groups?
• Cold Spring Area Chamber of Commerce
• BeaconArts
• Beahive
You’re entitled to a free business-card ad
in The Current ($25 value).
Email ads@highlandscurrent.org.

NBA

highlandscurrent.org

borer named Malone fought
on the Cold Spring dock,
with Dillon biting Malone
on the arm and chest and
chewing up one of his ears.
Dillon became upset when
Malone ordered a drink at a
bar without properly “treating the crowd.”
125 Years Ago (August
1893)
The C.D. Henry Comedy
Co. visited the village, as
did Hull & Schlein’s European Novelty Co., which
performed Uncle Tom’s
Cabin under a tent erected
in Kemble’s field, and a ventriloquist selling Chinese
Corn Salve.
The Board of Education
completed its census of
school-age children, counting 403, of which an average
of 283 attended.
James Ruddiman was
fined twice for selling beer
and whiskey on Sunday.
The Recorder noted that
passersby could complain
to the justice of the peace Abram Avery and Edna Borton in 1968, when they visited
about any dog that growled Garrison 
or barked and request that
the animal be destroyed.
de Guerre for gallantry. He noted in a latA Newburgh man presented a check at er letter from the front that he had “seen
a Cold Spring bank that was cashed for some terrible things,” such as a shell that
1,000 silver dollars (weighing 60 pounds) hit a wagon ahead of him on a curve and
and 50 $20 gold pieces.
“blew a wagon and horses and seven men
Owney Hayden won a swimming race to pieces.”
from the Garrison Dock to West Point in
With Mooney on the mound, the Cold
14 minutes and 10 seconds.
Spring baseball team defeated the Main
Zoe Gatton, a “long-distance female pe- Streets of Beacon, 11-1, and the Rainbows
destrian,” began a walk from New York to of Newburgh, 5-2.
San Francisco. Two years ago she stopped
The Recorder noted that the incinerain Cold Spring while walking with her dog tors placed on the streets were to dispose
from San Francisco to New York.
of waste paper and not old clothes.
100 Years Ago (August 1918)
Duncan Phyfe of Cold Spring, serving
in France, was awarded the French Croix

75 Years Ago (August 1943)
The annual Haldane Central School
Playground Doll Show was held.

D I R E C T O R Y

Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation
Addiction Counseling

75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

Free introduction to
The Feldenkrais Method with Mary Newell
Saturday, September 8, from 2-4 pm in Garrison
The Feldenkrais Method is a body/ mind approach
employing movement with awareness to help you
– enjoy freedom from pain, stiffness, and tension
– increase ﬂexibility, coordination, and balance
– improve sports skills and creative expression
Private sessions available. Workshops scheduled soon.
Please contact Mary at 914 522-8017
mnewell4@gmail.com • ﬂexible-comfort.weebly.com

The Highlands Current
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Marion Jenkins, the Philipstown superintendent of highways, was nominated
by local Democrats to oppose Supervisor
Gilbert Forman in the November election.
The state Democrats, meanwhile, selected Lt. Gen. William Haskell of Garrison
as their nominee for lieutenant governor.
The novelist and radio personality Rex
Stout, a resident of Brewster, expressed
his support for the Putnam County War
Fund Drive. “Many who can afford to, and
should, give 10 or 50 times the $2 minimum, are doling it out with eye-droppers,” he complained.

Grand Champion Ribbon at the Putnam
4-H Fair for her blueberry muffins. She
also was part of a group that won a recycling award for creating a pillow and quilt
with horse-show ribbons.
An intoxicated Poughkeepsie driver
who struck a sign and mailbox near the
Maple Lawn Farm Market on Route 9 in

50 Years Ago (August 1968)
The Philipstown Area Jaycees announced they would take on the Fishkill
Jaycees in a Donkey Softball Game at Haldane Field.
The Hand-to-Mouth Players performed
Spoon River Anthology, based on the
book by Edgar Lee Masters, on the plaza
outside its Garrison’s Landing theater using sets and facades from the filming of
Hello, Dolly!.
The Cold Spring Lions announced
that Willis Reed of the New York Knicks
would be the speaker at their September
luncheon. He became acquainted with
the village after Haldane students Robert
Heady and John Zuvic attended a basketball clinic he held at the New York Military Academy in Cornwall.
Abram Avery, 87, who owns the Avery
Piano Factory in Rhode Island, and Edna
Haight Hulse Borton, 80, of Newark, the
last surviving students who attended the
Nelson’s Mills Schoolhouse in Garrison,
met for lunch at the Bird & Bottle Inn.
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Garrison before fleeing the scene was discovered by Deputy Robert Ferris eating
lunch across the road at Papa John’s.
The Putnam County AIDS Task Force
reported that the county had 71 cases, including seven each in Garrison and Cold
Spring.
Cold Spring firefighters rescued a hiker

from a small ledge on Breakneck Mountain. She was stuck for 45 minutes before
a passerby on Route 9D noticed her.

Visit highlandscurrent.org for news
updates and latest information.

Pruning is an art

If you are looking for a “natural finish” and do not want to see your
ornamentals cut back severely to dead wood, choose artful pruning.
Artful Pruning allows your ornamentals to keep looking good.
Artful Pruning gracefully brings your ornamentals back to a more
appropriate smaller size.
For an artful, natural finish, call Gregory, the artful pruner, with over 10
years as a career gardener specializing
in natural and restorative gardening.

845.446.7465

Current CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES
HANDYMAN — Woodwork, painting, lighting,
household repairs, TV wall mounts, screen and
window repair, maintenance and more. My
services are widely varied and all come with the
same promise of quality and durability. Email
artie@myonlyhandyman.com or call 845-7976301.
COMPUTER SERVICE & SUPPORT —
Professional computer service company
based in Philipstown providing onsite support

to residential and business customers in
Dutchess and Putnam. Services range
from network security to spyware, repair,
networking, technology consulting and wireless
installations. Call 845-265-2639.
TAG SALE? CAR FOR SALE? SPACE FOR
RENT? — Reach thousands of people in
Philipstown and Beacon when you place your
classified in The Current starting at $4.95,
or in print and online starting at $9.95. See
highlandscurrent.org/classified.

To place an ad, see highlandscurrent.org/classified.

25 Years Ago (August 1993)
With the water supply critically low,
Cold Spring Mayor Anthony Phillips
banned outside use of water. He also met
with New York City officials to inquire
about tapping into the aqueduct.
Aileen Knapp of Cold Spring won the

C.&E. Paint Supply, Inc.
Tools • Hardware • Plumbing & Electrical Supplies

Monday - Thursday 8 - 5:30
Friday & Saturday 8 - 5
Tel. 845.265.3126
158 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY 10516

See answers: Page 14
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Sports
Football Preview: Beacon Bulldogs
New coaching staff and system for 2018
By Skip Pearlman

T

his will be a season of change for
the Beacon High School football
team, with a new coaching staff
and system for the 2018 campaign.
The Bulldogs have struggled during the
last few seasons and finished at 2-7 last
fall. They open the season today (Aug. 31)
at Pelham.
Jim Phelan takes over as head coach,
succeeding Tony Truscello, who retired
after coaching the Bulldogs in 2016 and
2017 (he also coached the team from 2002
to 2005). Phelan spent the last three seasons at Our Lady of Lourdes in Poughkeepsie as an assistant to one of Section
1’s most respected veterans, Brian Walsh.
Phelan and his staff have installed new
offensive and defensive schemes, and to
ensure depth on the varsity will not field
a junior varsity squad. Phelan, a 1998
Lourdes grad, said the transition will take
time but has been going well.
“We have limitless potential at this
point,” Phelan said earlier this week. “The
guys are just getting comfortable with
these schemes, and they’re picking it up
quickly.”
“Honestly, I’m glad to get to the season,” he added. “I’ve spent from January
to July dealing with fundraisers, getting
new equipment. We changed our jerseys,
our helmets, everything. The kids picked
the designs.”
The Bulldogs have experience returning on
both sides of the ball.
“We return a number of juniors and seniors
who have varsity experience,” Phelan said.
“Right now, our strength is our leadership.”

Phelan will rely on four key returning
players — All-League senior Trey Dinio
(guard/defensive end), senior Willy Rivera
Jr. (defensive tackle/running back), junior Santino Negron (linebacker/running
back) and senior Jacob Scofield (guard/
defensive tackle) — each of whom is a
team captain.
“Our captains will be our leaders on
offense and defense,” Phelan said. “That
helps us to bring the younger guys along.
They bring us leadership, they encourage
one another.”
Senior quarterback Joe Decandia also
returns and will most likely be the starter. “Joe is very good, he’s under control,
he can run, he can throw,” says Phelan.
“He knows the new system, and is an athletic kid with experience. He knows what
we’re looking for, and can read defenses.”
Freshman Jason Komisar is the projected
backup and could be a defensive starter in
the secondary.
Negron, Rivera and senior Manny Garner hope to give the Bulldogs a potent
ground attack, and junior Quazir Hayes
and Dakota Salter are receivers.
Phelan said the team’s defense is a work
in progress. “It’s something that we developed at Lourdes over time, with a lot of
mixed coverages,” he said.
The injury bug has already hit the Bulldogs, who will be without junior Angel
Feliz, who had been expected to start at
linebacker and running back. He tore his
ACL in the team’s first scrimmage. “It’s
heartbreaking,” Phelan said. “He hadn’t
missed a workout since January. He was a
guy we were counting on.”
Nevertheless, Phelan said his team is

Cornerbacks Dakota Salter and Quazir Hayes

Bulldogs captains Jacob Scofield, Trey Dinio, Santino Negron and Willie Rivera Jr.

Photos by S. Pearlman

ready for its opener. Beacon will play in
Class A, League E this season with Pelham, Pearl River, Poughkeepsie and Peekskill. It has non-league games scheduled
against Mount Vernon and Yonkers.
“I always tell the guys — if we don’t
come into the season with the mindset
that we’re going to compete in every game
and compete for a league title, you’re giving up from the start,” Phelan said. “You
want to win the league, you want to get
into the playoffs, you want to start to compete for section titles.”

Senior quarterback Joe Decandia

Bulldogs Football 2018
Aug. 31 @ Pelham (7 p.m.)
Sept. 7 @ Poughkeepsie (6 p.m.)
Sept. 15 vs. Peekskill (1:30 p.m.)
Sept. 22 vs. Mount Vernon (1 p.m.)
Sept. 29 @ Yonkers (1:30 p.m.)
Oct. 5 vs. Pearl River (6:30 p.m.)

