
I
t is the ambition of all involved with The Highlands Current — from the editor to writers to board and 

advisory board members — to bring you the best reporting on the most newsworthy, thought-provoking 

and consequential topics of the day. It is that goal that motivated The Current to begin reporting in 

depth on topics of national importance that play out in their own unique ways in our communities — the 

opioid crisis, climate change, the challenges to farmers, the signs of hate in our midst. And just last month 

The Current brought readers a special section celebrating the life of beloved neighbor Pete Seeger on what 

would have been his 100th birthday. The Special Projects Fund The Current is creating will help us continue 

to explore important issues and bring you special sections on topics of major interest — like these here.

Help Create the Special Projects Fund

Fighting Back:  The Opioid Crisis
Not even the serene Hudson Valley has been able to escape the dire effects of the 

opioid overdoses that have ravaged the nation.  Neighbors mourned the struggles and 

deaths of friends, while law-enforcement officers, the legal system and care centers 

have sought solutions.  This series stood out among entries of our size before the  

New York Press Association in 2018 and received the top award for In-Depth Reporting.  Se
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How Hot? How Soon?
“The rate of change is scary,” says Radley Horton, a climate scientist at Columbia 

University who lives in  Philipstown. The warming climate will affect the level of the 

Hudson River, the nature of farming in the Hudson Valley, the area’s wetlands, wildlife 

and trees, as well as the health of community residents.   What can be done? This five-

part series received the NYPA’s top award in 2019 for coverage of the environment. 
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A Growing Challenge: Farms and Food in the Hudson Valley
The Hudson Valley is a great place to farm—with fertile soil and ample water -- but the 

challenges to farmers are many: the loss of land to development, the “aging out” of 

producers and field workers, the toll of climate change and unfavorable federal policies.  

How have farmers coped? 
Our series will continue next week.Farms and Food in the Hudson Valley
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Remembering Pete Seeger:   
Folk Singer, Activist, American Treasure, 1919-2019
“I loved him for his purity of heart and for his idealism, as much as for his songs.” 

More than 30 friends, neighbors and fellow musicians contributed remembrances 

of the Hudson Valley legend who would have been 100 years old on May 3. 
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Hate in the Highlands: The Extremist Next Door
A podcast produced just up the road from Philipstown and Beacon and 

co-hosted by a one-time Philipstown resident has been called “one of 

the white supremacist movement’s most popular and effective [audio] 

propaganda hubs” by the Southern Poverty Law Center.
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