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Three-Story
Limit on Main?

Beacon council must decide
on trade-offs

By Jeff Simms

Beacon developer wants to bring
A affordable housing, office space

and a public park to Main Street
— attractive amenities for any city — but
says he needs four floors to do so.

The project, called 2 Cross St., was intro-
duced earlier this year to the City Council
and in November to the Planning Board by
developer Joe Donovan. The City Council
must approve a special-use permit for any
four-story building to be built on Main.

The proposal calls for integrating the
building at 172 Main St. that’s occupied by
Riverwinds Gallery and the brick building
at 4 Cross St. with new construction and an
undeveloped lot that sits between the build-
ings. On Main Street, Donovan wants to
construct a four-story building with retail
on the ground floor, nine units of affordable
senior housing on the second and around

MUSIC MASTER — David Anderson of Schoenstein & Co., a firm based in northern California, installs a new organ at St. Philip’s 10,000 square feet of office space on the top
Church in Garrison as part of a $2 million renovation of the sanctuary, clock tower and grounds. The congregation, which held two floors. The back side of the complex, on
services in the parish hall during construction, returns to the church on Sunday, Dec. 15. For more, see Page 15. Cross Street, would be three floors.

Photo by Ross Corsair (Continued on Page 3)

Putnam Legislators Deny Request from Sherift to Shift Funds

($13,000), uniforms ($9,600) and equipment

Say transfers to cover
rental ($7,000). Twenty-one of the 42 requested

overtime reﬂect poor transfers were for less than $1,000 and 15 of
p l annz’n g those for less th?,I‘l $500. Transfers do not cost
the county additional money over what was
budgeted but the county charter says agencies

By Chip Rowe

he Putnam County Legislature on

I Dec. 3 turned down a request by

Sheriff Robert Langley Jr. to move

$121,000 from his equipment and adminis-

trative budget lines to partially cover a defi-
cit created by road patrol overtime.

The transfer was denied with a 7-1 vote,
with Nancy Montgomery of Philipstown,
the sole Democrat on the panel, casting the
dissenting vote. Legislator Neal Sullivan
(R-Carmel) was absent.

During the meeting, Legislator Ginny
Nacerino (R-Patterson) called the request = multiple levels.” She noted the money would Of the transfers requested by Langley,
by Langley, a first-term Democrat who in  be moved from 42 accounts and questioned the largest were from the lines for tempo-
2017 defeated four-term Republican incum-  whether the allotments for those categories  rary hires ($38,000), automotive expenses
bent Don Smith by 341 votes, “concerningon  were too high if each had a year-end surplus.  ($20,000), school resource officer training (Continued on Page 5)

cannot exceed their budget lines.

It was a sudden change of approach for
the Republican legislators, who for years
have routinely approved such transfers.
In 2018, the Legislature OKed Langley’s
requests to move at least $192,000 to cover
overtime, and in 2012 and 2014 it approved
requests from Sheriff Smith to move
$200,000 or more to cover overtime.

The Sheriff’s Department, which includes
the jail and probation officers, spent $2.5

: million on overtime in 2018, according to
Sheriff Robert Langley Jr. speaks to legislators in March. File photo by Ross Corsair  records obtained by The Current through

a Freedom of Information Law request. Of
the county’s top 25 overtime earners, 15
are sheriff’s deputies and nine are correc-
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-Q FIVEQUESTIONS: BEN DARNOBID

By Chip Rowe

ohdan “Ben” Darnobid is the author
B of Prison Doc, a memoir of his 35
years as a physician assistant,
including at the Matteawan State Hospital
(now the Fishkill Correctional Facility) in

Beacon and the Downstate Correctional
Center in Fishkill.

What were your responsibilities?

We worked with the nurse practitioners
and physicians. A prisoner would make a
request the day before to see a doctor, and
in the morning we would pull his medi-
cal records and a corrections officer would
bring him to a remote waiting room. We
treated everything from diabetes to HIV,
hepatitis C, tuberculosis. It was a very sick
population. We tried to see everybody and
sort out their problems.

Do yourecall the arrival of AIDs?

We saw HIV before anyone knew what
it was. Inmates called it “the monster.” We
started seeing inmates with large lymph
nodes in their neck, armpits and groin, and
we couldn’t explain it. We’d refer them for
biopsies. In one case a radiologist called me
in to look at an X-ray — we took chest X-rays
of every prisoner we saw to check for tuber-

culosis — and said, “I can’t explain what
I'm looking at.” We brought the inmate in
and he was sweating profusely, with a high
fever and high pulse [due to pneumocys-
tis pneumonia, which was common among
people with AIDS]. He knew he had the
monster but wanted to die alone in his cell.

AtFishKill, inmates who assaulted
staff were threatened with the “loaf
diet.” What was that?

Each day the prisoner would get a loaf

of bread with vegetables such as carrots
and cabbage baked in. That was break-
fast, lunch and dinner, plus water from
the sink. I wanted to bring it home to
my sons and tell them, “This is what
you get if you misbehave,” but the prison
wouldn’t let me. I was never even able
to taste it. It was a good threat, because
it was rare that an inmate got the diet.

Did Fishkill use solitary
confinement?

It had SHU 200, with
two inmates in a cell.
It was frighten-
ing for the pris-
oner, because
he didn’t know
who he would

be with, maybe a racist or a psychotic. In
the early 1980s we had a lot of “slice-and-
dice,” where inmates would be initiated
into gangs by slicing another inmate on
the cheek with a broken razor blade. The
fear of “super solitary” put a stop to that.

You enjoyed the job?

The teamwork was wonderful, especially
on difficult cases. We were on the cusp of
major illnesses, and you felt you
were accomplishing some-
thing. Religiously, I
think it’s important
to treat these people.
Jesus said, “I was sick
and in prison and you
did not look after me.”

I took that to heart.
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We're delivering!
nttps://shop.artisanwineshop.com

visit our online shop | make a wishlist... then make it come true
delivery to Beacon, Cold Spring & Garrison | shipping within New York State
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- : low-intervention wines
where food meets its match

180 main street / beacon, ny 12508 / 845.440.6923 / open T days
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MOUNT GULIAN HISTORIC SITE
145 Sterling 5t. Beacon, NY 12508 845-831-8172

HOLIDAY TOURS

Wednesday & Thursday

December 18 & 19 1-4pm
$8 adult %6 senior %4 child Members free

Sponsored by Absolute Auction & Realty

Sunday December15 3-6pm
4:30 Storytelling with
Lorraine Hartin Gelardi
Refreshments with our compliments
s adult 8 senior $6 chilkd Members free

CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY TEA

12 - 2PM

$22 Adult $17 Child
Sponsored by Antalek & Moore Insurance

<
@MDN DAY DECEMBER 30

Seats fill quickly! RSVP with prepaid
reservations by December 18

By Michael Turton

Do you collect
anything?

Too many house
plants, but | keep
accepting more.

I’'m an author, and |
collect autographs in
copies of my books.

~ Eva Elasigue
(visiting from Washington state)

Pokémon cards.
| have way too
many to count.

~ Mark Aakjar, Beacon
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Beacon Developer ¢rom rage »

A portion of the undeveloped lot, which
has been used in recent years by the Green
Teen gardening program, would remain
as a park. Donovan said he would help
relocate Riverwinds, the Green Teens and
tenants living at 4 Cross St.

Two years ago, he said, the project could
have been easily accomplished. But when
the City Council revised the Central Main
Street zoning district last year, it moved
the Cross Street parcel (which does not
face Main) into the PB (Business Off-Street
Parking) zone, which does not allow office
or multi-family uses. The revision also
added the requirement that the City Coun-
cil approve any new four-story buildings in
the Central Main Street zone.

Even with a permit from the council, a
fourth floor under the new zoning must be
“set back” at least 15 feet so it’s smaller than
the three floors below it.

Beacon’s historic district, which regu-
lates design standards, adds yet another
layer of complexity. 172 Main is in the
historic district; 4 Cross is on a list of
parcels that could soon be added.

On Monday night, Donovan asked the
council for three concessions: to bring his
Cross Street parcel under Central Main Street
zoning; to approve a parking plan that would
put some off-site parking in nearby residen-
tial neighborhoods but add eight more spaces
than required; and to allow him to construct
a four-story building without a setback.

LambsHﬂl

Sl el
AWARDS

o T,

Arendering presented to the Beacon City Council shows how Main Street might look if
the four-story project were approved. The Hudson Beach Glass building is at left.

If approved, he said, his building would still
be 7 feet shorter than the neighboring three-
story Hudson Beach Glass building, which is
also in the historic district (and is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places).

But after four-story buildings were
constructed at 226, 249 and 344 Main —
none of which would have been approved
under the revised zoning — Donovan
acknowledged his plan might be a tough sell.

Four floors are “a huge sticking point,”
he said, “but in return we’re offering a
lot of stuff. We're offering a public plaza;
we’re offering two floors of work space;

HOWLAND CULTURAL CENTER

Fri.Dec. 13 -7 pm
HUDSON VALLEY POETS
Featured: Robert Milby, also open mic

Sat.Dec. 14 -8 pm *
MIGHTY GIRL BAND
Catchy pop rock

Sun.Dec.15-6 pm*
JINGLE ALL THE WAY TO CAFE SIZZLE
Goldee Greene’s holiday variety show

Mon. Dec. 16 - 7 pm
CELLO CHOIR WINTER CONCERT
Free. Chamber ensemble and carol singing

Sat.Dec.21-8pm*
RUSSELL CUSICK & TONY DePAOLO
‘Tis the Season, popular and holiday songs

Sun.Dec.22 -6 pm *
TRUMAN CAPOTE's “A CHRISTMAS MEMORY”
Scott Ramsey reads the classic

Sat.Dec.28 -8 pm *
CIRQUE DE LA LUNE
Hayden Wayne's engaging circus-themed musical

Thom Joyce’s Open Mic returns Jan 17th

AND MORE
Sun. Dec. 29 - Closing reception, “Inclusion” art show
Sat. Jan. 4 - Opening reception, “The Sympathetic Eye”
Sat. Jan. 4 - “Life is Amazing” w/ Abby Feldman
stand-up comedy & song

477 Main Street, Beacon, NY 12508

www.howlandculturalcenter.org (845) 831-4988
facebook.com/howlandcenterbeacon
*Brownpapertickets.com, search Beacon Howland

we’re offering affordable senior housing
and additional public parking.”

Donovan’s proposal comes just after the
council began its own discussion on whether
four-story buildings should be allowed in
return for “trade-offs” from developers that
benefit the public. A public hearing is sched-
uled for Jan. 21 on a law that would make
trade-offs mandatory for four stories.

Although serious negotiations on 2 Cross
St. won’t begin until next month, after Lee
Kyriacou replaces Randy Casale as mayor
and newcomers Dan Aymar-Blair and Air
Rhodes join the council, preliminary feed-

back this week was mixed. On Monday, the
City Council seemed amenable to Dono-
van’s first two requests but balked at the
request for four floors.

“We all just ran for election and over-
whelmingly the people I spoke to told me
they did not want four stories on Main
Street,” said Council Member Jodi McCredo.
“If I now approve a building with four stories
on Main, I am not representing my constitu-
ents the way that I promised I would.”

Council Member Terry Nelson said he
agreed with McCredo, but both indicated
they would consider a fourth floor with a
setback in exchange for trade-offs.

If the council won’t grant a fourth floor
without a setback, Donovan said he could
build a three-story building without the
public benefits, or not build at all.

On Tuesday, however, members of the
Planning Board seemed more willing to
entertain a four-story building along that
stretch of Main.

“If the historic building adjacent to the
proposed development is not stepped back, as
long as the new development maintains that
height, I don’t know why we would expect a
setback,” said Board Member David Burke.

The decision will likely fall to the City
Council, which on Monday, Dec. 16, is
expected to name itself the lead agency to
review the project’s environmental impacts, a
job typically handled by the Planning Board.

The Planning Board could challenge the
request but Chair John Gunn said Tuesday
that it’s not likely to.

GIVE MEMBERSHIP
AS A GIFT

Support independent local news with a gift of
membership in The Highlands Current to someone who
cares about a free press and neighborhood news.

Bestow the benefits of being a

- Partner

Patron

of The Current!

Isn't it wonderful when a gift gives twice! And it's easy.

highlandscurrent.org/membership

MORE DETAILS: PAGE 14
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Leaf blowers

Thank you, Astrid Lundgren! As you
point out, the use of leaf blowers is a seri-
ous health, safety and environmental issue
(Letters and Comments, Dec. 6).

A landowner who hires “landscapers” to
care for his or her lawn should tell them: “Mow,
don’t blow.” That will cut the time they’re on
your place and the cost of maintenance.

The health consequences to the individ-
ual running the machines must be serious,
as well. How often have you seen workers
going along, intent on doing their job, with-
out ear, eye or lung protection? Are these
workers simply expendable?

There is a noise ordinance on the books
in Philipstown (175-40, Environmental
performance standards, paragraph C), but
as Greg Wunner, the code enforcer, has told
me, it’s basically unenforceable. He has no
equipment, training or baseline data with
which to monitor excessive decibel levels.

Enjoy the holiday, everyone! Let’s hope
for lots of snow, which will provide us with
amuch-needed respite from the disarming
drone of the dreaded leaf blowers.

John Benjamin, Garrison

I don’t know why leaf blowers are toler-
ated, but the proposed Beacon noise ordi-
nance exempts landscaping equipment
(“Big Monday for Beacon Council,” Dec. 6).
Outrageous!

Joan Martorano, Beacon

I have a rake. It works great.
Nicholas Leiss, via Facebook

I'm with you, Astrid. With the planet in
peril, we should be considering the habitat
of our native flora and fauna. The time has

Tell us what you think

he Current welcomes letters to the editor on its coverage and local

issues. Submissions are selected by the editor to provide a variety
of opinions and voices, and all are subject to editing for accuracy, clarity
and length. We ask that writers remain civil and avoid personal attacks.
Letters may be emailed to editor@highlandscurrent.org or mailed to
Editor, The Highlands Current, 142 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516. The
writer’s full name, village or city, and email or phone number must be
included, but only the name and village or city will be published.

passed for gas-powered leaf blowers. Leave

the leaves and plant natives and watch the

birds and bees return. No pesticides!
Kathleen Kourie, Garrison

Ban leaves!
Denise Gouldner, via Facebook

The gas leaf blower invasion is intoler-
able. If we have a noise ordinance, I am sure
that every one of those machines is in viola-
tion. You cannot think with them nearby.
And it’s not just during leaf season. Land-
scapers use them to blow cut grass during
the mowing season, when a little sweeping
was the old method. I've even seen them
used for light snow removal on Main Street.
It is an addiction of landscapers and, unfor-
tunately, some homeowners.

Sometimes the operators have ear protec-
tion, but that doesn’t help residents, and, as
Lundgren mentioned in her letter, it is more
than noise that is the problem. They are
simply not for use in populated areas. The
village itself uses them without compunction.

CUPPENLY, CANNIBALISIN BECANE The RLST of T noNJ

Please, public officials, do your duty in main-
taining quality of life. In addition, if we are
truly a Climate Smart Community, we need
to eliminate all unnecessary fossil fuel use.
Stephen Rose, Cold Spring

The manufacturers of leaf blowers admit
the air fired from their machines reaches
239 mph and averages 190. That’s three
times hurricane speed being fired into
insect, hibernator and pollinator habitats
at close range. It annihilates them, robbing
birds of their winter food supply.

One aspect of the machines that isn’t
declared enough is this: they’re all but useless
on damp or wet leaves. Even on dry, sunny
fall days, only that day’s recent leaves will be
dry enough to blow. The rest will have soaked
up all the night mists and recent rain and be
unmovable except with a rake.

Yes, a rake! Having raked a great deal in
recent weeks, I have this to say to the world
as a fact: raking leaves is half as strenuous
as riding a bicycle. I do both (not at the
same time), so I can compare precisely. And
I'm 55, overweight and asthmatic. If I find
raking leaves easy, anyone half my age has
no excuse to reach for a blower.

Why the need to clear all leaves? From
paths, driveways, sidewalks, roofs and lawns
fair enough, but why in woodlands? That’s
wildlife land, not human land, where leaves
are meant to be, to mulch down, nourish the
soil, protect against ground frost and house
myriad bugs and insects. But now Blower
Man stalks the Earth, claiming he knows
better. He does not.

Simon Fielder, via highlandscurrent.org

NOTICE

All bills outstanding against the
Town of Philipstown, Putnam
County, New York must be
submitted for payment by 1:00
p.m. on Friday, December 27,2019
to the Town Clerk’s Office at 238
Main Street, PO Box 155, Cold
Spring, New York 10516.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF PHILIPSTOWN

DATED: December 11, 2019
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Moving the Money

A number of Putnam County agencies each December ask the
Legislature to move unspent funds from budget lines that have
surpluses to those that have shortfalls, and, with the exception of the
vote on Dec. 3, such transfers are typically OKed without debate. The
approved Sheriff’'s Department transfers below, taken from meeting
minutes, do not include money moved from one overtime line to another.

2018 (Sheriff Robert Langley Jr.) -
$192K

$10K from jail food temp jobs =
medical and jail food overtime
$43K from Emergency Response
Team, automotive, equipment,
maintenance, uniforms, computers,
books, medical equipment, office
supplies, travel, and bike and patrol
overtime = general overtime

$23K from jail personnel services =
jail medical overtime

$15K from temp jobs = general
overtime

$60K from prisoner boarding =
patrol overtime

$15K from compensatory time =
patrol overtime

$8K from range supplies = patrol
overtime

$2K from medical exams = patrol
overtime

$5K from compensatory time =
investigators’ overtime

$11K from jail personnel = jail
medical overtime

2017 (Sheriff Langley) - $33K

$15K from temp and training -
overtime

$18K from unfilled jobs = first
responder training overtime

2016 (Sheriff Don Smith) - $88K

$88K from unfilled jobs = general
overtime

2015 (Sheriff Smith) - $126K

$22K from overtime, software and
insurance = a new police vehicle

¢ $25K from temp jobs = a second
police vehicle

» $42K from unfilled jobs = general
overtime

» $37K from unfilled jobs = jail and
medical overtime

2014 (Sheriff Smith) - $200K

e $53K from cleaners and temp -
miscellaneous, building security
overtime, courts overtime and $S40K
in patrol overtime

* $102K from prisoner board out,
transport overtime, printing, food
overtime, software and maintenance
= medical overtime, training
overtime, food temp and jail
overtime

* $45K from temp, maintenance,
education, equipment, gas and
cleaners = general overtime

2013 (Sheriff Smith) - $64K

» $64K from personnel, cleaners,
bike patrol overtime, education
and training = patrol and narcotics
overtime

2012 (Sheriff Smith) - $217K

» $78K from personnel and temp =
general overtime

» $106K from electric, training
overtime, uniforms, office supplies,
education and training = jail
overtime

¢ $14K from travel, software and
accessories = jail overtime

¢ $19K in miscellaneous, equipment
rental, equipment and maintenance
= prisoner transport overtime

226 Main Street
Beacon, New York

Condos start at
$299,900

- new construction

- polished concrete floors
- high-end appliances

- Hudson Valley views

- high ceilings

GATE HOUSE REALTY
- gatehouserealty.com
| 226main.com

Shel'iff (from Page 1)

tions officers. By comparison, the Highway
Department spent $541,000 and all other
agencies a total of $465,000.

Montgomery said her colleagues should
not be surprised by Langley’s request.

“I believe [in 2018] the sheriff was told
‘no new hires,’ and I believe then he warned
that there would be this [overtime] deficit in
2019,” she said. “It is in our best interest for
public safety to vote ‘yes’ on this because we
did not give him the resources he needed to
hire new people.”

‘Poor planning’

Nevertheless, Legislator Carl Albano
(R-Carmel) accused Langley of poor planning.
“You should have an idea of where the budget
is going, and be in the ballpark,” he said.

“This is not a public safety issue, this is
a respect-for-our-taxpayers issue,” added
Legislator Paul Jonke (R-Southeast). “You
don’t spend money that you don’t have.”

Legislator Amy Sayegh (R-Mahopac
Falls) said that when the county transfers
money that was intended for one purpose
to another line item, the budget process is
not transparent.

“It is understood that we need to pay our
deputies for their service and their over-
time,” Sayegh said. However, she ques-
tioned why there is money left over that
was meant for uniforms, books, postage,
paper, and other equipment and materials.

“If you don’t need that much money in those
lines, why is it budgeted, just to play this shell

NOW HOSTING

PRIVATE
EVENTS

BIRTHDAY
HOLIDAY
SHOWER

REHEARSAL
CORPORATE
BACHELOR
BACHELORETTE
GRADUATION

BEACON, NY
845-202-7334

game at the end of the year?” she asked.
Added Nacerino: “I cannot, in good
faith, approve 40 lines being transferred
to road patrol when none of those monies
was encumbered for that purpose. There is
something wrong with that formula.”

Budget challenges

In a statement released after the vote, Lang-
ley, who lives in Philipstown, commended
the legislators for questioning the proposed
transfers, “as they should with all county
departments.”

However, the sheriff noted that budgets
are projections created in the fall for the next
calendar year, and that money is often moved
“because no department can determine unan-
ticipated costs a month or a year in advance.
That is why, traditionally, money is and has
always been transferred between budget lines
in Putnam County not only at the end of year,
but throughout the entire year,” he said.

Langley said he held off purchasing vari-
ous items until the end of the year to make
sure the funds were available.

“This is the reason I requested to trans-
fer some money for purchases and did not
purchase other items, instead choosing to
transfer other funds to patrol overtime,
which has been substantially underfunded
for many years,” he said.

According to Langley, his office brought
in at least $350,000 this year in additional
revenue for the county by renegotiating
the daily housing rate paid by the U.S.
Marshall’s Service to board prisoners.

(Continued on Page 6)

TOWNE.CRIER CAFE.

379 Main Street, Beacon

FRIDAY, DEC. 13
7 pm Adam Falcon - No Music Cover

8:30 pm Livingston Taylor
+Matt Cusson
SATURDAY, DEC. 14
6 pm Whispering Tree - No Music Cover
8:30 pm Sloan Wainwright & Friends Holiday
Whiz-Bang Shin-Dig

SUNDAY, DEC. 15
11:30 am The Edukated Fleas - No Music Cover
6 pm Anne Carpenter & Peter Calo - No Music Cover

7pm The Jason Gisser Band
SkyDaddy

THURSDAY, DEC. 19
7pm Dance Jam
7pm Calling All Writers Open Mic
FRIDAY, DEC. 20
8:30 pm The Costellos’ Christmas Show

SATURDAY, DEC. 21
7pm A Very Slambovian Christmas”
The Slambovian Circus of Dreams

SUNDAY, DEC. 22
11:30am Dan Stevens - No Music Cover

THURSDAY, DEC. 26
7pm Youth Open Mic - No Music Cover

FRIDAY, DEC. 27
7pm Jim Pospisil - No Music Cover

Townecrier.com « 845.855.1300
Closed Mon. & Tues.
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“This rate was established in 1992 and
not renegotiated since,” he said. “Moreover,

Putnam Overtime Spending
In hundreds of thousands

2014 | 2015 2016 | 2017 | 2018

emy for five-month periods, and that he had
minimum staffing of six officers during the
day and five to six on overnight shifts.
When Jonke suggested that Langley could
reduce staffing, the sheriff said he had inher-

600 | 506 | 693 @ 708 | 789

ited those levels from Smith and asserted,
“I put public safety above personal politics.”

our Civil Division increased its revenue by 2011 | 2012 | 2013

over 60 percent in 2019 by updating its poli- -

cies and procedures to be consistent with Sheriff | 631 | 683 | 593

existing laws.” , Jail 418 | 524 | 497
Since the road patrol overtime has already

531 | 510 | 525 | 556 | 461

Jonke, the committee chair, responded: “This
is not personal politics. This is a set of rules we

been paid, and the account remains in the
red, Finance Commissioner William Carlin
said that at year’s end he will likely move
money from various departments and line

items to settle the account. . .
and “budget manipulations.”

Patrollevels
In her own statement, County Executive

MaryEllen Odell, a Republican, said the
Legislature had “taken a stand to protect
taxpayers” against a “last-minute request”
by Langley for “unexpected overtime costs

Langley was grilled on Nov. 11 during
a meeting of the Legislature’s Protective

Hudson Valley Community Power
CLEANER & CHEAPER ENERGY FOR ALL

No one wants coal (or fossil fuels) in their stocking.

Give yourself the gift of lower your
energy costs and help your community
create a more sustainable future!

Subscribe to a local solar farm to:

* Support clean energy
* Save on electricity
* Help fund local projects

For your wallet, your town & your world!

Central Hudson customers welcome to enroll, regardless of whether they participate in

the Hudson Valley Community Power CCA program.
Ry
I ]OULE

COMMUNITY POWER

Sign up today:
hudsonvalleycommunitypower.com/solar

a division of Joule Assets

Gergely Pediatrics

Dr. Peter Gergely, MD
Janet Eisig, CFNP
Danielle Chiaravalloti, CFNP

Dedicated to keeping your
child healthy & thriving

* Collaborative practice for children & adolescents

* Board Certified Pediatricians & Licensed

Pediatric Nurse Practitioners

* Welcomes patients with developmental
or behavior issues
Meet with us for a FREE first time consultation

34 Route 403, Garrison, N.Y .10524
tel: (845) 424-4444  fax: (845) 424-4664

gergelypediatrics.com

Source: Putnam County budgets . .
all have to live by. If you have to manage things

in a different way and still protect the public,
that’s on you. You can’t just spend whatever
you want on the overtime and ask Bill Carlin
to figure out where it will come from.”

“We don’t have any other department that

Services Committee meeting before it voted
2-1 to send his request to the full Legisla-
ture. (The Audit & Administration commit-
tee also voted 2-1 to send the request to the
full Legislature.) When a legislator asked
why there was so much overtime, Langley

said there were three officers at the acad- (Continued on Page 7)

Eric Erickson

PAINTINGS

Diagrams
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WOODSTOCK

ARTISTS ASSOCIATION
AND MUSEUM
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Putnam Top 10 Overtime Earners

Position Base Pay OT Pay GrossPay OThours Weekly av.
Highway Crew Chief $92,915 $58,471 $151,386 859 16.5
Deputy Sheriff $91,544 $56,370 $147,914 857 16.5
Corrections Officer $96,448 $54,554  $151,002 843 16
Corrections Officer S77,569 $52,713 $130,282 916 17.6
Deputy Sheriff $92,338 $50,127  $142,465 757 14.6
Deputy Sheriff $91,104 $43,870  $134,974 671 13
Deputy Sheriff $97,961 $42,694  $140,655 635 12
Deputy Sheriff $91,708 $39,922  $131,630 607 11.7
Deputy Sheriff (Sgt.) $102,859 $39,714 $142,573 542 10.4
Deputy Sheriff $103,276 $37,328 $140,604 570 11

(Continued from Page 6)

does this,” asserted Sullivan, another member
of the committee. “The Sheriff’s Department is
really an issue when we’re so far in the red. We
need to see things change. It’s unsustainable.”
Langley asked the Legislature for
$762,000 in the 2020 budget for overtime
after spending $789,000 in 2018. It approved
$520,000, a 2 percent increase over 2019.

Philipstown response

Two days after the Dec. 3 legislative meet-
ing in Carmel, the issue came up at the Phil-
ipstown Town Board when Councilor John
Van Tassel reported that he had attended
the Legislature meeting and found that the
“party politics are pretty rough” there.

BEAGON
FINEART

PRINTING

SPECIALIZING IN
FINE ART - LARGE FORMAT - DISPLAY

PRINTING

RETOUCHING - IMAGE CAPTURE - MOUNTING

914.522.4736

BEACONFINEARTPRINTING.COM

Michael McKee, PhD

Licensed Psychologist
Cognitive Behavioral
Psychotherapy (CBT)

e —

35B Garrison Landing

Garrison, N.Y. 10524
45 Popham Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

(914) 584-9352
info@McKeeTherapy.com

www.McKeeTherapy.com

Source: Putnam County payroll records, 2018

Van Tassel, a longtime volunteer fire-
fighter, said overtime costs can be difficult
to forecast, “especially in emergency services.
If an emergency happens, it’s just that — an
emergency” and deputies must deal with it.

He pointed to a recent, seven-hour stand-
off in Mahopac where a man barricaded
himself in his home. Van Tassel said legis-
lators commended Langley on the way his
department and the Carmel police resolved
the situation while also blasting the sheriff
for his proposed budget transfers. “I’'m sure
overtime was accumulated that night, but
you have no choice,” Van Tassel said.

Montgomery described the uproar over
Langley’s request as “playing politics with
public safety” and said other departments

TIM BRENNAN
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Building it Right
{:OI"
Over 40 Years

Check us out
at
brennanbuilt.com

845-265-4004

FutnamLic & PC <58
W estchesterLic#W C Q1 1 0OH 87

Putnam Overtime
by Department

SHERIFF

(inc. jail/probation)

$2,514,000

(

HIGHWAY
DEPT. U ALL OTHERS
$541,000 $465,000

Source: Putnam County payroll records, 2018

making transfer requests do not face such
scrutiny.

Langley “is in an extremely difficult posi-
tion. You don’t want to have people on the
Legislature setting you up,” said Supervisor
Richard Shea.

Councilor Robert Flaherty suggested
the county devote some of the sales tax it
collects to police overtime.

Shea, who has long urged the county to
share sales tax revenue with villages and
towns, concurred. “At least then we’d know
where it’s going,” he said.

Holly Crocco and Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong
contributed reporting.

CHEERFUL
STRENGTH

Opportunities for growth in
Consciousness & Community

Make a
20-pointed
Star

Saturday
December 21
10am — 1 pm

NEW
MOON
YOGA
Thursday
December 26
7pm—8pm
$10
Bring a notebook and a yoga mat to set
your intention for the coming year and
focus the energy of a new Lunar cycle.

Circle of Joy!
Wednesday
7:00 — 8:30 pm
December 18
$10

See our full schedule at
CHEERFULSTRENGTH.NET
3182 US Rt 9, Cold Spring, NY
info@cheerfulstrength.net
(845) 723-1314
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HOULIHAN LAWRENCE

SINCE 1888

ARAS RIDGE

Spectacular modern architectural masterpiece
enveloped by stunning 25 private acres.
‘WEB# POI1587813 | Garrison | $2,985,000

HUDSON RIVER VIEWS

Unique Townhouse. Two fireplaces, upper/lower
porch overlooking Hudson River. True quality.
WEB# PO1442623 | Cold Spring | $1,125,000

VILLAGE TREASURE
Stone Cape offers five bedrooms, family room,
fireplace, wood floors plus two-car garage.
WEB# POI575354 | Cold Spring | $699,000

EASY COMMUTE

Colonial offers sunken living room, new kitchen,
three-season room and in-ground pool.

WEB# POI535774 | Cold Spring | $499,500

LOVELY INSIDE AND OUT

Three bedroom home with rocking chair front
porch and slate patio. A gardener's delight.
WEB# PO1458404 | Garrison | $475,000

PERFECT GETAWAY
Rustic Log home offers three bedrooms plus bonus
room. Vaulted ceilings, stone fireplace.

‘WEB# POI1572791 | Cortlandt Manor | $349,000

COLD SPRING BROKERAGE 845.265.5500
HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM
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AROUND TOWN

< ART WALK

— This group of
revelers said they
traveled to Cold
Spring from New
York City on Dec.
6 after seeing a
post online about
the open house
and an exhibit of
landscapes by
Philipstown artist
Rick Gedney at
The Current’s new
offices at 142
Main St.

Photo by
Michele Gedney

< GIFT OF GIVING

— The Dutchess
County chapter of the
International Renegade
Pigs Motorcycle Club,
which is comprised

of police officers and
firefighters, presented
the Women'’s Veteran
Program at the

Castle Point V.A.
hospital with $400 in
department store gift
cards to distribute.
Bob Simmonds, Gary
Simmonds, Mike
DeRosa, Tim Pagones,
Max Aponte and Mark
Thomas are shown
with program director
Lauren Incontrera.

<« CLIMATE CAROLS
— Members of the
grassroots Hudson
Highlands Extinction
Rebellion group sang
traditional holiday
songs with lyrics
revised to emphasize
the dangers of global
warming and handed
out cookies to morning

the Garrison and Cold
Spring train stations.

PASQUALE GRASSO
QUARTET

Holiday Concert
Saturday, December 14, 2019
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Magazzino Italian Art Foundation
2700 Route 9, Cold Spring, NY 10516

Stefano Doglioni Bass
Ari Roland Bass

Keith Balla Drums
Pasquale Grasso Guita

Tickets are available on

MAGAZZINO
ITALIAN ART

highlandscurrent.org

commuters on Dec. 4 at

Photos provided
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Endangered Species, Close to Home

Artist incorporates animals
into sculpture

By Alison Rooney

ileen Sackman has strong convic-
E tions about the many species endan-

gered by human indifference, and
she hopes her art reflects a belief that “we
can turn things around for not just the
animals that live on the planet but every-
one who inhabits it.”

Her latest works will be exhibited at the
Beacon Artist Union (BAU) Gallery in a
show titled Endangerment that opens on
Second Saturday, Dec. 14, with a reception
from 6 to 9 p.m.

“It’s a lot to say that this show will bring
awareness to every topic 'm passionate about,
but I really want people to take a stand about
poaching and hunting these animals,” she
explains. She hopes her art evokes “a sense of
family, relationship, sorrow, loneliness, aban-
donment, strength and power through the
eyes of Asian and African mammals, as well
as various whales.”

African White Rhino vase

She continues: “I've had a connection to
animals my whole life. In grad school, I did
a lot of political work. I was upset about
animals that had been used in traditional
Chinese medicine. It was 2011 and people
weren’t talking about it.”

For her show at BAU, she did sculpture
and low-reliefs of endangered species such
as African bush elephants, rhinos, whales,

Eileen Sackman at the wood-fired kiln

crocodiles and orangutans on functional
pottery like teapots and vases.

“I feel like my sculptures and my pottery
communicate,” Sackman says. “It’s about
combining emotions, which comes through
in how the animals interact with each other.
A lot of the pieces will have a mother and
child together. There’s a teapot with a male
elephant on one side and a female elephant

Humpback whale pitcher

Photos provided

and her baby on the other. It’s displaying a
deeper connection to the family unit, which
we share.”

Sackman, who has a master’s degree in
studio art from Adelphi University and
a master’s of fine art in ceramics from
SUNY New Paltz, found herself drawn to
Anagama tunnel Kkilns, which use wood

(Continued on Page 17)

A Holiday Tradition Comes to Beacon

Scott Ramsey

Photos provided

New resident to read
A Christmas Memory’

By Alison Rooney

est known for his books Break-
B fast at Tiffany’s and In Cold Blood,

Truman Capote in 1956 also wrote a
short story for Mademoiselle, “A Christmas
Memory,” that has endured.

The affectionate story, set during the
Depression, is about one of the few stretches
of time during his childhood in which
Capote said he felt cared for. (Capote’s
mother abandoned him in early child-
hood, leaving him with relatives in rural
Alabama.) It recalls, from an adult’s vantage
point, Capote’s childhood relationship with
an elderly, touched-by-the-pixies cousin with
whom he shares sneaky delights such as Kite
flying and baking fruitcakes.

The narration is a treasure trove of

sharp-tongued, Southern-tinged language
that newly minted Beacon resident Scott
Ramsey will share when he reads the story
aloud at 6 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 22, at the
Howland Cultural Center.

“It’s about providing a wonderful
moment during the holidays where people
can reflect, listen and be a part of it,” says
Ramsey, who runs his own marketing
company, Fort Beacon Studios. “My mantra
is, “‘We have to see beyond the hard edges of
people to see how alike we are.””

Ramsey became acquainted with “A
Christmas Memory,” which has been
adapted into short films and was once
recorded by Capote, when his ninth-grade
English teacher in Texas read it to the
class. He encountered the story again after
moving to New York City in 1997 to pursue a
career in musical theater. While performing
in aregional production, he bought a copy of
the book for 25 cents at a library sale.

A few months later, Ramsey and his part-

R A
5 ';Lﬂn |

|
&

Ramsey's treasured copy of Truman
Capote's "A Christmas Memory"

ner, Brian Donnelly, were hanging out at the
Hourglass Tavern in Manhattan, which has
a small, third-floor space. “Brian said, ‘You
should do “A Christmas Memory” in this

(Continued on Page 17)

She is small and sprightly, like a bantam hen; but due to a long youthful iliness, her shoulders
are pitifully hunched. Her face is remarkable — not unlike Lincoln’s, craggy like that, and tinted
by sun and wind; but it is delicate too, finely boned and her eyes are sherry-colored and timid.”

~Truman Capote’s description of Sook
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)
For a complete listing of events, see highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

COMMUNITY

SAT 14

Holiday Boutique

GARRISON

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020
desmondfishlibrary.org

Shop for unique, handcrafted
and locally made gifts from
dozens of artisans. Also SUN 15.

SAT 14

Tree & Wreath Sale
PHILIPSTOWN

10a.m.-4 p.m.

North Highlands Firehouse
504 Fishkill Road

All proceeds will benefit Boy
Scout Troop 437. Also SUN 15.

SAT 14
Holiday Quilt & Craft Sale
GARRISON
1 -4 p.m. St. Philip’s Church
1101 Route 9D | 845-424-3571
stphilipshighlands.org
The fundraiser will benefit
the church’s new organ
and renovations. Free

SAT 21
Beary Merry
Holiday Party
BEAR MOUNTAIN
10:30 a.m. Trailside Zoo
trailsidezoo.org

Make and wrap snacks for
the black bears, who will receive
their presents at 11 a.m. Parking
is $10 per vehicle and zoo
admission is $1 per person. Allow
20 minutes to walk from the lot
to the zoo. Snow date SUN 22.

SAT 21
Cold Spring Aglow
COLD SPRING
5 -9 p.m. Main Street

Take a stroll on the longest night
of the year while the sidewalks are
lined with candle-lit paper lanterns
in an event organized by the Cold
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce.

KIDS & FAMILY

SAT 14
Breakfast with Santa
COLD SPRING
7:30 - 11:30 a.m. Methodist Church
216 Main St. | 845-265-3365
facebook.com/csshumc

Enjoy pancakes and other
breakfast goodies while kids meet
Santa at this event hosted by
the Cold Spring Fire Co. Ladies
Auxiliary and the Cold Spring
United Methodist Women. Cost:
$8 (87 seniors, $5 children)

SAT 14
Breakfast with Santa
GARRISON
9 a.m. - Noon. Garrison Fire Co.
1616 Route 9 | 845-424-4406
garrisonfd.org

Call to reserve for 9 a.m.
or 10:30 a.m. seating hosted
by the fire company auxiliary.
Donations appreciated.

SAT 14

Santa Run
COLD SPRING
Noon. Various stops.

Members of the Cold
Spring Fire Co. will escort
Santa around the village.

SAT 14
An Interview with Santa
BEACON

2 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org

Artist Cyrus Quadland
will read a new play for
children ages 4 and older.

SUN 15
Santa Run
PHILIPSTOWN
9 a.m.to 1 p.m. Various stops
facebook.com/cvfd14

Members of the Continental
Village fire company will escort

Santa around the village. Snow date
SUN 22. See schedule online.

SUN 15

Mooseltoe

GARRISON

2 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library

472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020

desmondfishlibrary.org
Children can enjoy hot

chocolate and a story with

author Jim Semmelman about

a moose that wants to join

Santa’s team of reindeer.

SUN 15

Holiday Tours

BEACON

3 -6 p.m. Mount Gulian | 145 Sterling St.

845-831-8172 | mountgulian.org
Docents will offer tours of the

historic site, and at 4:30 p.m.

Lorraine Hartin Gelardi will share

a children’s story. Tours repeat
on WED 18 and THURS 19 from
1 -4 p.m. Cost: $10 ($8 senior,
$6 children, members free)

THURS 19
The Polar Express
GARRISON
6 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
Route 403 | 845-424-3020
desmondfishlibrary.org

The library will screen this 2004
film based on a children’s book
about a boy who takes a train ride
to the North Pole. Hot chocolate
and cookies will be served.

FRI 20
Winter Tidings
BEACON
5:30 p.m. Rombout Middle School
84 Matteawan Road | 845-831-1870
balletartsstudio.com

Dancers from the Ballet Arts
Studio will perform. Free

SAT 21
Nutcracker, Short
and Sweet
PEEKSKILL
3 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

This hour-long, narrated
version, presented by the Hudson
Valley Dance Theatre, is designed
to hold the attention of the
youngest ballet fans. Cost: $15

Cold Spring Aglow, Dec. 21

SUN 22
Make Felted Ornaments
BEACON
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Beacon Farmer’s Market
Veterans Place at Main
commongroundfarm.org

Common Ground Farm invites
families and children ages 5
and older to create handmade
ornaments from naturally dyed
wool taken from Hudson Valley
sheep. Register online. Cost: $7
per ornament ($35 unlimited)

SUN 22

Santa Run

PHILIPSTOWN

Noon. Various locations | nhfd21.org
The North Highlands Engine

Make Felted Ornaments, Dec. 22

Co. No. 1 will escort Santa to stops
around Philipstown. See schedule
on Facebook.

STAGE & SCREEN

SAT 14
Elf Jr., The Musical
GARRISON
2 & 4 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
brownpapertickets.com/
event/4442944

In a tale based on the holiday film,
Buddy the Elf searches for family
and identity. Also SUN 15. Cost: $12

SAT 14
It’s a Wonderful Life
Radio Play
BEACON
1:30 p.m. Story Screen | 445 Main St
bpt.me/event/4459775

The Hudson Valley Players will
bring to life the holiday classic
about the importance of family and
community. Also SUN 15. Cost: $13

SAT 14
The Nutcracker
POUGHKEEPSIE
2 & 7:30 p.m. Bardavon | 35 Market St.
845-473-2072 | bardavon.org

The New Paltz Ballet Theatre
will present its 22nd annual
performance about a magical
journey to the Kingdom of Sweets.
Also SUN 15. Cost: $29 to $34.

SUN 22
A Christmas Memory
BEACON
6 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
christmasmemory.bpt.me

Scott Ramsey, directed by Barry
Hoff, will read Truman Capote’s
story based on his memories of
sharing holiday adventures with
his best friend and cousin, Sook.
See Page 9. Cost: $10 ($15 door)
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SAT 14
Eileen Sackman /
Melissa Schlobohm
BEACON
6 - 9 p.m. BAU Gallery | 506 Main St.
845-440-7584 | baugallery.org
Sackman uses ceramic vessels
with portraits of Asian and
African animals and whales to
communicate emotional memorials
in Encroachment (see Page 9),
while Schlobohm relies on found
and made objects in resin (such
as below) for Beauty Found,
Beauty Wrought. Through Jan. 5.

SAT 14

Gift Wrapped 2019

BEACON

6 - 9 p.m. Clutter Gallery

163 Main St. | 212-255-2505

shop.cluttermagazine.com/gallery
This seventh annual exhibit

will include works’ from more

than 100 artists, each priced at

$200 or less. Through Jan. 4.

SAT 14
Listening to Light
BEACON
6 - 9 p.m. Hudson Beach Glass
162 Main St. | 845-440-0068
hudsonbeachglass.com
This show will feature monoprints
by Carol Struve and photographs
by J.D. Weiss. Through Jan. 5.

SAT 14

Small Works Show

BEACON

6 -9 p.m. Catalyst Gallery | 137 Main St.

845-204-3844 | catalystgallery.com
Works by more than 70

artists that are each less than

20 inches and priced at no more

than $500. Through Jan. 12.

SAT 14

Thomas VanWinkle
BEACON

7 -9 p.m. Oak Vino | 389 Main St.
845-765-2400 | oakvino.com

This solo show by the abstract
artist runs through Jan. 31.
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TALKS & TOURS

SAT 14

Feeding the Crisis

BEACON

7 p.m. Binnacle Books | 321 Main St.

845-838-6191 | binnaclebooks.com
Peter Frase, author of Four

Futures: Life After Capitalism, will

discuss with Maggie Dickinson her

new book on food stamps and food

insecurity. Proceeds will benefit the

Fareground community kitchen.

MON 16

MWRBE Certification

BEACON

6:30 p.m. Beahive | 291 Main St.

845-363-6432 | wedchiz.org/events
This workshop, produced by

the nonprofit Women’s Enterprise

Development Center, will explain

how to get Minority/ Women

Business Enterprise (MWBE)

certification before applying for

state contracts. Register online. Free

THURS 19
The Battle of Brooklyn
FORT MONTGOMERY
7 p.m. Fort Montgomery Historic Site
690 Route 9W | 845-446-2134
parks.ny.gov

Historian Frank Licameli will
discuss this pivotal battle of the
Revolutionary War, citing firsthand
accounts and newly discovered
maps. Phone reservations required.
Cost: $5 donation ($3 members)

SAT 14

Jessica Lynn: A Very
Merry, Country Christmas
PEEKSKILL

8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

Dancers, singers and musicians will
accompany the singer in this benefit
for Toys for Tots. Cost: $25 to $35

SAT 14
Mighty Girl
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Lena Fahringer (guitar), John
Knowles (bass), Mark McNutt
(guitar) and Bill Fahringer (drums)
celebrate the release of their latest
album. Cost: $10 ($15 door)

SAT 14
Sloan Wainwright
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

For her 20th annual “holiday
whiz-bang shin-dig,” the singer
and songwriter will be joined by
her band and the harmony-singing
Sloan Flakes, Hubby Jenkins, the
Empty Bottle Ramblers and other
guests. Cost: $35 ($40 door)

SUN 15
Dream Choir
COLD SPRING
3 p.m. First Presbyterian Church
10 Academy St. | 845-265-3220
presbychurchcoldspring.org

Led by Cat Guthrie, the choir

will perform a concert of Beatles
songs. Cost: $10 donation

SUN 15
Holiday Concert
GARRISON
4 p.m. St. Philip’s Church
1101 Route 9D | 845-424-3571
stphilipshighlands.org

The St. Philip’s Choir will
present a concert to celebrate the
renovation of the church and the
installation of a new organ with
John Rutter’s Gloria for choir,
brass, percussion and organ, along
with Anglican anthems by Parry,
Howells, Gardiner and Wood. Free

SUN 15

Jingle All the Way

BEACON

6 p.m. Howland Cultural Center

477 Main St. | 845-831-4988

brownpapertickets.com/event/4442198
Goldee Greene and her band, The

Wolves, will be joined by Russell

Cusick and the Souls United Gospel

Choir for caroling and sing-a-

longs accompanied by Tom McCoy

and The X-tremes. Cost: $15 ($10

seniors, students, $5 children)

MON 16

Cello Choir

BEACON

7 p.m. Howland Cultural Center

477 Main St. | 845-831-4988

howlandculturalcenter.org
Cellists from the Beacon

Chamber Ensemble will perform

a holiday concert with carols

led by Kristin Gornstein. Free

FRI 20
The Costellos’ Christmas
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier
379 Main St. | 845-855-1300
townecrier.com

Lynn and Bob Costello will
mix rock, pop, surf and country
in their annual holiday concert
with Open Book and Dimitri
Archip. Cost: $15 ($20 door)

SAT 21
Handel’s Messiah

2 p.m. Bardavon
35 Market St. | 845-473-2072
bardavon.org

The Hudson Valley Philharmonic
will perform with Cappella Festiva
under the direction of Christine
Howlett. Cost: $40 to $58 ($36
to $53 seniors/members)

SAT 21
’Tis the Season
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
theseason.bpt.me

Tony DePaolo (guitar, piano)
and Russell Cusick (vocals)
will perform holiday classics
both sacred and secular. Cost:
$15 ($20 door, $10 students)

SAT 21

A Very Slambovian
Christmas

BEACON

8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Slambovian Circus of
Dreams will return for a high-
energy holiday show that typically
sells out. Cost: $30 ($35 door)

MON 16

City Council

BEACON

7 p.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza
845-838-5011 | cityofbeacon.org

MON 16

Village Board

NELSONVILLE

7:30 p.m. Village Hall | 258 Main St.

845-265-2500 | nelsonvilleny.gov
The agenda includes updates

on Airbnb regulations, snow

removal and Secor Street, as

well as the reappointment of

building inspector Bill Bujarski.

TUES 17

School Board

COLD SPRING

7 p.m. Haldane High School (Room 211)
15 Craigside Drive | 845-265-9254
haldaneschool.org

TUES 17

Board of Trustees

COLD SPRING

7:30 p.m. Village Hall | 85 Main St.
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

WED 18

Haldane Strategic
Coherence Plan

COLD SPRING

6 p.m. Middle School Library

15 Craigside Dr. | haldaneschool.org

Superintendent Philip Benante will
provide an update on the initiative.

Jingle All the Way, Dec. 15
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24 ARCHIPELAG®
- ' AT HOME

Gifts ¥ Wine Charms ¥ Picnic Time ¥ Marble Coasters

+ Bath Gels 7 Table Top t Glass Ware T Wine Glasses

T Champagne Flutes ¥ Martini Sels ¥ Accessories ¥

Lighting ¥ Candles ¥ Aromatherapy ¥ Furnishings +

Wall Tiles T Mirrors ¥ Clocks 7 Tapestries ¥ Kitchen

T Table Cloths 7 Spoon Rests 7 Pot Racks § Eclecties
T Garden 7 Torches 7 Sprinklers ¥ Patio

119 mAain sTREET COLD SPRING, MY
845.265.3992

Hudson Beach Glass
Locally Blown
1 'l - il 1 THAS

«H

162 Main 5t, Beacon, NY 12508 (845) 440-0068
Open daily 10am - 6rM, Sunday 11am - 6pm

www.hudsonbeachglass.com

171 Main Street,
Cold Spring NY 10516

- Thursday & Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

BUYING GOLD | Highest price for Gold,
Diamonds, Silver, Coins, etc. We buy to resell,
not to scrap. We specialize in estate jewelry.

- Saturday & Sunday
10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

STORE 845-265-2323
CELL 914-213-8749

The Highlands Current

Highland Baskets
One-stop shopping for the*

/6‘0{ még entire family

[ NN

highlandbaskets.com

——marbled

MEAT «¥§f/a. SHOP

WHOLE ANIIQAL BUTCHER

LOCALLY SOURCED SINCE 2014
FARMSTEAD CHEESE - CHARCUTERIE
PREPARED FOODS - SANDWICHES
SPECIALTY GROCERY + CATERING

115 Main St.,
Cold Spring, NY
845.265.2122

3091 US 9, COLD SPRING, NY 10516 « (845)265-2830

mcrb|edmea+shop.com

\ J

845-240-1822

Salt Room Escape / Percussion Therapy / CBD

Craniosacral Therapy / Massage / Acupuncture
Reflexalogy / Meditation / Wellness / Nutrition
Crystal Healing Treatments / Myofascial Release

INCREDIBLE FOOD &
UNBELIEVABLE VIEWS

highlandscurrent.org

GIFT CARDS FROM THE GARRISON
MAY BE USED PROPERTY-WIDE

THEGARRISON

2015 RT 9 - GARRISON, NY - 845.424.3604
WWW.THEGARRISON.COM
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Priscilla Kramer adding to her creation

i
R
-
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T e

ROBERT A.
McCAFFREY
REALTY INC.

The Locally Owned
Market Leader

OFFICE:

140 Main Street,

Cold Spring, NY VILLAGE JEWEL WITH MOUNTAIN VIEWS

8 Whitehill Place, Cold Spring, NY

$595,000

www.mccaffreyrealty.com

S H E A Quality Work

Reasonable Prices
CONSTRUCTION

Since 1989

Reaching your goals within your budget

Working for over 30 years in
Cold Spring and Beacon

On time and on budget. Small jobs Welcome

YOUR FRIENDS IN CONSTRUCTION

845.849.4458 richard@errshea.com www.rrshea.com

Memorable
Holiday

Sweaters

Although you may well
want to forget

By Alison Rooney

gly is in the eye of the beholder.

l I And the women beholding the ugly

(read: outlandish) holiday sweat-

ers they created at the Howland Public

Library in Beacon last week certainly did

not consider them to be in the category,
despite their best efforts.

“It seemed like a fun, holiday-time thing
to do,” said librarian Alison Herrera of the
event, a first at the Howland.

The library provided everything but the
canvas, i.e., the sweatshirts and sweaters
each participant decorated. The embellish-
ments included cut-outs of snow people and
gingerbread people, buttons, red and green
felt, and the crucial bling and glitter glue.

“If you need smiley faces, I have ’em,’”
someone offered.

Some couturiers brought their best game.
Mary Roth began with a tie-dye garment —
“in non-Christmas colors — it’s versatile”
— with a hat to match. Asked whether she
was making it as a gift, she replied, “Oh, I
never even thought of that!”

5

'l
HISTORIC VILLAGE VICTORIAN
12 Parrott Street, Cold Spring, NY

$525,000

#

Trending: tie-dye plus Charlie Brown
characters, as modeled by Mary Roth

oLl

Christine Mikolajczak going for the gold

e

SPACIOUS CONTEMPORARY

141 Perks Boulevard, Cold Spring, NY

$525,000

TR el el

Looking forward to helping you see 20/20 in 2020!

Southern Dutchess

YE CARE

aiscover the clear difference

969 MAIN ST. FISHKILL (845) 896-6700 sdec2020.com
Optometrists Dr. Brian Peralta | Dr. Gary Weiner | Dr. Brian Powell | Dr. Weixun Wang
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What members are saying...

Where can one find independent, unbiased, informative, We believe that local news is worth
credible reporting about local news especially relating to the supporting, and The Current does
County so absent in many of our papers? None other than a great job of keeping us abreast
The Highland Current. Even though I live in Carmel, I wait of the important local issues in
anxiously for the articles that appear online and urge my Philipstown. It has really helped
fellow residents to become aware of legislation and decisions connect us to the community.

at the County level that so often affect their daily lives.
Natalie Diggins and Oren Michels,

Ann Fanizzi, Carmel New York City
New FRIEND Member New PARTNER Members

Y -

Become a member today!

V

Help The Current engage and And your
inform The Highlands . . . ‘gift willbe

TO INTRODUCE OUR MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM, we are planning two community forums next matched
year on issues of the moment, and we will invite all on our email list at the time of the event. ICE'
I ‘ s [ ]

TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT, we are offering our members these benefits:

By NewsMatch 2019,
Friend Partner Patron a national program
MEMBER BENEFITS e SB00" promoting nonprofit
journalism, and by a
The Highlands Current tote bag . ‘ generous local donor.
CurrentPlus: A weekly newsletter Donations up to 51,000
featuring insights, calendar ‘ . made Nov. 1 to Dec.
highlights and other exclusives 31 this year will be
matched, to a total of
Priority invitation and r.eception ® . $20,000.
before annual community forums
Priority early digital delivery of PY PS Gifts totaling
Friday’s print paper
$20,000
Annual patrons’ lunch with will mean

The Current editor and members .
of the Board of Directors $
60,000

|
BONUS: Make a recurring contribution of $10 or more a month and receive free mail for our newsroom!

delivery of the paper for the year in addition to the Partner benefits.

e Just go to highlandscurrent.org/membership

NV
| ' OR
S as y ® e Send a check to The Highlands Current at our new address,

142 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516.




highlandscurrent.org

The Highlands Current

DEcEMBER 13, 2019 15

Sunday
Best

Historic Garrison
church gets a makeover

Text and photos by Ross Corsair

ver several months this year,
O there has been work going on

inside and around St. Philip’s
Episcopal Church in Garrison for its
first large-scale renovation since it
was designed by Richard Upjohn and
completed in 1865.

The congregation has been meet-
ing for services, in the meantime, in
the parish hall. But at 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 15, it returns to the stone
church, where the leaks in the bell
tower have been repaired, the pews
refinished and the walls painted. The
choir also will present a Christmas
concert at 4 p.m. that day.

“When we opened up the building,
we found it had not been touched in
150 years,” said Jan Anderson, who is
co-chair with Jamie Copeland of the
restoration committee. The initiative,
which cost $2 million raised through
a capital campaign, also includes a
columbarium; a wheelchair-accessi-
ble entrance; climate control, sound
and alarm systems; and a bathroom
that is still being designed because
of the challenge of integrating it with
Upjohn’s design.

The crowning glory of the upgrade
is a new $700,000 organ built and
installed by Schoenstein & Co., a north-
ern California firm founded in 1877.
Two of its employees stayed for four
weeks in Garrison to assemble it: fore-
man Chris Hansford, who has been
with the company for 28 years; and
builder David Anderson, who holds a
master’s degree in organ technology.
Jack Betharts, the firm’s president and
fine-tuner, also visited.

The firm built the instrument at its
shop, disassembled it, and shipped the
parts to Garrison to rebuild. It has
nearly 1,000 pipes (some made of wood
and others of tin and lead) and more
than 1,000 pneumatics.

“We try to match, in each pipe, the
tone of the organ to the acoustics of the
building,” Betharts said. “It also would
be a different design if the denomina-
tion was, say, Baptist. This organ was
built for the Episcopal liturgy.”

He said Schoenstein has built organs
with 10,000 pipes. One in Salt Lake
City took three years to install.

For more photos,
see highlandscurrent.org.
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THE SEASON OF
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PHILIPSTOWN 2019

DEC 14 - Jazz Nativity Service with special guest vocalist Renee Bailey
5:30 p.m. Our usual and renowned mix of musicians, great jazz, and special guest
vocalists. Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler preaching.

DEC 15 - The Third Sunday of Advent
10:30 a.m. Worship Service/Christmas Pageant
Bake Sale after worship - proceeds will go to our own Community Nursery School

DEC 21 - Longest Night Service

7:30 p.m. While there is much merry-making during the holiday season, the winter
nights grow longer and the losses in our lives, events in our country and world can
dampen or almost extinguish the joy of the season. We may find ourselves in a
spiritual and emotional winter. The Longest Night, held on the longest night of the
year, Winter Solstice, is a service that offers those gathered a sacred space filled
with candlelight and an opportunity for remembrance, consolation and assurance.

DEC 24 - Christmas Eve

7:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service
This service features the Chancel Choir, Director of Music Tom McCoy, and an
ensemble of guest musicians

DEC 25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS!

DEC 29 - First Sunday After Christmas
10:30 a.m. Worship Service - Carols & Seasonal Hymns

highlandscurrent.org

RUTTER"S

“GLORIA”
& GREAT

ANGLICAN
ANTHEMS

oncertl

THE CHOIR OF
ST. PHILIPPS CHURCH

DURWARD ENTREKIN, piIrReEcTOR

A CONCERT TO CELEBRATE THE
RENOVATION OF OUR BELOVED CHURCH
AND NEW SCHOENSTEIN PIPE ORGAN

SUNDAY, DECEMBER15, 2019 AT 4 PMm
ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS

1101 ROUTE 9D, GARRISON & STPHILIPSHIGHLANDS.ORG

Hudson Beach Glass

Fine art gallery located on second floor

Listening to Light
Carol Struve monoprints
j.d. weiss photographs

December 14 - January 5, 2020
Opening Reception Saturday, Dec 14, 6:00 - 9:00em
e

3.%
SRR

)

Carol Struve

162 Main St., Beacon, NY 12508 845 440-0068

Open daily 10am - 6rv, Sunday 11am - Grm
www.hudsonbeachglass.com
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Humpback whale and nile crocodile sculptures by Eileen Sackman

Endangerment ¢rom page 9

as a fuel source. They originated in Asia
in the fifth century but didn’t make their
way to the U.S. until the 1970s and are still
relatively scarce here. Wood ash is pulled
through the kiln’s body, landing on the
ceramic wares. As the temperature climbs,
the ash begins to melt and fuse to the clay
body, creating a natural glaze.

For past six years, Sackman has been
wood-firing with Pennsylvania artist Jack
Troy. Because the Kilns are typically 15 feet
long and require constant monitoring, “it’s
much easier when you have a core group of
people, working in shifts,” Sackman explains.
“I go three times a year. We fire Jack’s small
kiln twice a year for a five-day firing, and his
big kiln once a year for seven days, then have
toload and unload. A lot of the work that will
be in this show I got out of the kiln just this

Photos provided

past Sunday. You can make 100 pieces and
a third of them come out the way you want
them. It’s a practice in letting go, sometimes.”

Asked whether people tend to respond to
what she produces as art, objects, or func-
tional items, Sackman replies that if one of
her mugs “becomes your go-to, to me that’s
the best thing. I do a lot of arts shows and
high-end crafts fairs with people who come
back each year. If I hear, ‘My husband and I
fight over it’, that’s the best news. I'm indi-
rectly becoming part of your every day. If
you're going to think about the animal every
time you look at it, they become part of it, t0o.”

The BAU Gallery, located at 506 Main St.
in Beacon, is open Saturdays and Sundays
Sfrommnoon to 6 p.m., or by appointment. Call
845-44.0-8089. A portion of the proceeds
from Endangerment will be donated to a
South African rhino sanctuary.

*Additions

*Siding  *Doors

DARMAN
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

General Contracting
(845) 204-5428

Building the future. Restoring the past.
*Renovations
*Windows and more

Visit us on Facebook, and on the web at
DarmanConstruction.com

*Framing  <Decks

T.UXE OPTIQUE

Christmas Memory ¢rom page 9

9

room,; it’s so quirky and special, ” Ramsey
recalls. “That immediately felt right to me.”

Ramsey reached out to the Truman Capote
Literary Trust, which approved his request
to present the story, as long as he did it as a
reading, read the entire story and donated
any proceeds to charity. Nine years of annual
readings at the Hourglass followed.

“We don’t go down that road of trying
to capture Capote’s [peculiar speaking]
voice, yet sometimes in the things he writes,
there’s a timbre that you can fall into unin-
tentionally,” Ramsey says. “This is not a
dramatic reading, it’s meant to be comfort-
able, just sharing the story, a reflection.”

After moving to Beacon with Donnelly
earlier this year, Ramsey came upon the
Howland Cultural Center, then brought
his director and friend Barry Hoff to see
the space. “He walked in, gobsmacked,”
Ramsey says. “It’s a nice expansion of what
we’ve been doing at the Hourglass.”

Tickets for ‘A Christmas Memory” are $10

Truman Capote (left) was influenced by
his cousin Sook. Their relationship is at
the center of "A Christmas Memory."

at christmasmemory.bpt.me or $15 at the
door. All proceeds will benefit the Big Hori-
zon Project, which provides scholar-
ships for Beacon High School students
pursu-ing degrees in the fine arts. The
Howland Cultural Center is located at 477
Main St.

U

EYEWEAR

PATIENT TESTIMONIALS

"The kind of shop every
} eyewear shop should be.”
} - Elizabeth C.

"The service was second to
none and my purchase was
nothing but perfect for me.
Something for everyone!”

- Jillian B:

"Luxe amazed me by their
commitment to customer
service=from presenting
me with a wide assortment
of great frames to the
tremendous care they took
in perfecting my very
tricky prescription.”

- Gary 5.

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $50
TOWARDS YOUR NEXT
EYEWEAR PURCHASE!

EXPERIENCE

C.&E. Paint Supply

Tools « Hardware ¢ Plumbing & Electri

Benjamin Moore*

Paints

Monday - Thursday 8 - 5:30
Friday & Saturday 8 - 5
Tel. 845.265.3126

158 Main Street » Cold Spring, NY 10516
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Current Classifieds

FOR SALE NOTICES

OFFICE EQUIPMENT — 10 large filing
cabinets with 37 drawers, commercial Dell
color laser printer, 2 HP All-In-One color
printers, 3 executive chairs, 2 vintage
executive large wood desks, 1 wood-finish
steel working table, 1 very large overhead
light unit, 2 track light units, 3 large glass

mats, hundreds of hanging files. $500 or best

offer. Ready in 2 weeks. Garrison. Call 845-
424-4244, ext. 3537.

DONATE YOUR CAR — Your donation helps
the United Breast Cancer Foundation with
education, prevention & support programs.
Fast, free pickup; 24-hour response; tax
deduction. Call 855-821-1830.

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT — The
First Presbyterian Church of Philipstown is
looking for a PT office administrator with

good computer skills for approximately 12
hours per week. Salary based on experience.
Please send resume to clerk1presbyterian@
gmail.com or call 845-265-3220.

PT ACCOUNTANT — Seeking a part-time
accountant to handle the day-to-day financial
accounting in accordance with GAAP/

FASB standards. Knowledge of Investment
and Fixed Asset Accounting, Cash Flow
Management, Donor Restricted Funds and
Non-Profit Accounting required. For a full

job description, visit https://www.glynwood.
org/who-we-are/job-opportunities.html. To

apply, send your resume, cover letter, and
references to jobs@glynwood.org.

SHOPPING SURVEY — Enter to win $3,000
in cash! Take the survey at pulsepoll.com and
tell us about your household shopping plans
and media usage.

SERVICES

A PLACE FOR MOM — The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today. Our service is
free/no obligation. Call 844-887-7006.

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? Place your ad here for $4.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

SPACES FOR WORK,
COMMUNITY,
POSSIBILITIES

coworking + private offices
meeting rooms + events

Est. 2009 in Beacon

beahivebzzz.com

QBEAHIVE

CHEERFUL STREN

GTH Cold Spring, NY

¥

Rental Space for Rehearsals, Meetings, & Events
info{@cheerfulstrength.net  (845) 723-1314

o

Lynne Ward, LCSW

Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals  Couples * Adolescents * Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling

75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

-

il
CARTING

15 TIOROMDA AVE.
BEACOM, NY 12508
DrKimportedCor.com

HAVE YOUR OWN

BUSINESS CARD

You can advertise your
business here starting at $20.

For more information,
email ads@highlandscurrent.org.

Phone/ 845.838.0717
Fox/ B845.440.7541
E-Mail/ drkimportedearervice@gmail com

37A Albany Post Rd. Ossining, NY 10562

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

www.MrCheapeelnc.com

10-30 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL
RUBBISH REMOVAL SERVICES
DEMOLITON SERVICES

MrCheapeelnc@aol.com

pampetkanas.com

Pamela Petkanas, LCSW

Licensed Psychotherapist

Cold Spring Healing Arts
6 Marion Ave, Cold Spring, NY 10516

Phone: 908-230-8131
ppetkanas@gmail.com

Trained in DBT, Specializing in Children, Adolescents, Young Adults, Adults and Families

DISCOUNT FOR
SENIORS, MILITARY,
FIRE AND POLICE

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

GREY ZEIEN

THE PERSISTENCE OF MEMORY

BUSTER LEVI

BcAaLLERY B

December 6 to December 29, 2019

Gallery Hours: Sat. | Sun. 12:00-6:00 pm
WWW.BUSTERLEVIGALLERY.COM

CHRYSALIS FUEL, INC.

DISCOUNTED HOME HEATING OIL

(845) 265-2002
CHRYSALISFUEL@GMAIL.COM

ALLENS

DUMPSTER
SERVICE

§OWATED 1K COW T SPRING, K

(646)772-2673

allens-dumpster-service.business.site

ROLFING

Method of Structural Integration
GENTLE Core-Alignment

www.structuralintegrationbeacon.com

845 728 2580

[oYR) @ (N1 E
mark

aerlal photography & video

construction mapping

real estale sales & inspection

fllm & television
agriculiural surveys

FAA certified
fully Insured

B845.202.2469
mark::drenemark.net
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7-Day Forecast for the Highlands

©2019; forecasts and graphics provided by

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Psa's‘t‘:,:gfa" Trace
52/39 45/26 37/29 42/24 33/17 32/19 33/20 i — e
Season to date 10.9”
R M s R ‘\‘“/, Normal season to date 3.2
3 = 3 =< = E Last season to date 4.9”
bbbbb €3 @ &3 ',”‘ . Record for 12/13 0.0” (0)
Cloudy and milder Mostly cloudy Some sun Cloudy with a bit of Partly sunny and Clouds limiting sun Mostly sunny SUN & MOON
with heavy rain snow colder Sunrise Sat., 12/14 7:14 AM
tapering off Sunset Sat. night, 12/14  4:27 PM
Moonrise Sat., 12/14 6:58 PM
Moonset Sat., 12/14 9:27 AM
SSW 4-8 mph W 8-16 mph W 6-12 mph W 7-14 mph WNW 8-16 mph WNW 7-14 mph NW 4-8 mph Last New First Full
RealFeel 52/33 RealFeel 38/16 RealFeel 38/23 RealFeel 40/17 RealFeel 25/11 RealFeel 23/16 RealFeel 34/21 N m ﬂ
POP: Probability of Precipitation; The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature® is an exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine
intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human body. Shown are the highest and lowest values for each day. Dec 18 Dec 25 Jan 2 Jan 10
SUDOCURRENT
C :
ROSSCURRENT | % 3K
6 413
ACROSS 3 614]2 /
1. Chum 5 3 1
4. With 29-Across,
Conrad novel
8. Faction 2 7 3 6 4
12. Whatever amount
13. Dermatology subject 9 518
14. Horn sound 7 5
15. Related to summer
theater 3 6 7
17. “That hurts!”
18. Decorate a T-shirt, Answers for Dec. 6 Puzzles
'60s-style
19. OId Olds
21. “— the fields we go”
22. Trite
26. McCartney cohort
29. See 4-Across
30. Praise in verse
31. Doves’ place
32. Eviscerate
33. Actress Cannon
34. Commotion M
35. Trot )
36. Part of a Santa W
costume
37. 1935 Astaire/ 55. “Quiet!” 11. Biblical verb ending ~ 36. Went by water 31417111218 619
Rogers movie 16. Worship 38. Excited
39. Oppositionist DOWN 20. Shade source 39. Porcelain 516181974 1{2
40. Swelled head 1. History 23. Georgetown athlete  42. “I'll have what — 211191653 718
41. Pester 2. Oppositionist 24. Hebrew month having” 41316151811 217
22 Svodles , 3. Orpheus’ instrument  25. ?ee to” 43. Wooden strip alsl11214l7 8|3
. Western hero’s 4. Attorney 26. “Shoo! 44. Leave an
trademark 5. Earth tone 27. — list impression 81712]3]9]|6 514
50. Suitor 6. Genetic stuff 28.0n 45. The Chew network 71813141115 9|6
51. Draftable 7. Midwestern city 29. Moonshine container  46. Meadow 1121al716 19 35
52. List-ending abbr. 8. Remained upright 32. Commence hostilities ~ 47. Rowing need
53. Complain 9. Debtor’s letters 33. Thick 49. Weeding tool 6(915]8]3(2 411
54. Peruse 10. Elmer, to Bugs 35. Binge

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers will be published next week.
See highlandscurrent.org/puzzle for interactive versions.




The HIGHLANDS

Current

20 DxceEMBER 13, 2019

For mail delivery, see highlandscurrent.org/delivery

SPORTS

: , Follow us at twitter.com/hcurrentsports

Preview: Haldane Hoops

By Skip Pearlman

he Haldane High School’s boys’
T basketball team is off to a strong start
to the 2019-20 season, with the Blue
Devils winning two of their first three games.

The team opened its season with a 61-59
victory at Rye Neck before losing at home
to Hamilton, 66-52, and cruising past Keio
Academy, 80-40.

Against Hamilton, senior Mame Diba led
Haldane with 19 points, followed by senior
Dan Santos with 11 and sophomore Soren
Holmbo with eight.

“We got off to a good start, but in the
second quarter they shot really well, and
turnovers hurt us,”“ said Coach Joe Virgad-
amo. “Mame had a phenomenal game, and
Dan has had two great games for us so far.”

_—

Matt Champlin (5) and Soren Holmbo
Photo by S. Pearlman

The Blue Devils return four starters from
last year’s squad, which finished 14-7 and
lost in the sectional semifinal to Hamilton,
the starters include senior All-Conference
forward Matt Champlin; Diba, who was
an All-League selection; senior guard Alex
Kubik; and Santos.

Seniors Jagger Beachak and Darrin
Santos and junior Doug Donaghy also
return, while juniors John Bradley, Chris-
tian Pezzullo and Vincenzo Scanga,
Holmbo and freshman Matteo Cervone are
newcomers.

“Our goal is to be as balanced offensively
as possible,” Virgadamo said. “Matt and
Alex are both on the varsity for their fourth
year, and Matt has the potential to be one of
the best in the section. Alex has great vision
and can score.”

Haldane hasn’t won a sectional title since
2016, after winning three in a row.

“Hamilton is the team to beat,” the coach
said. “But we’ll get better throughout the
year. Tuckahoe will also be good. The semifi-
nals and finals are at the Westchester County
Center this year, and that’s a big deal. That’s
where it should be. The kids look forward to
it, work hard, and they deserve it.”

Haldane will travel to The Leffell School in
Hartsdale on Monday, Dec. 16, and to Tucka-
hoe on Dec. 20. Its next home game is Jan. 4.

Graduation also was kind to the girls’
basketball team, as last year’s squad had
only one senior, Julia Rotando.

The Blue Devils return four other start-
ers for first-year coach Jessica Perrone, who
is taking over after Tyrone Searight took
a leave of absence after being accused of
workers’ compensation fraud. (Searight
pleaded guilty to a violation in the case, and
the Board of Education will decide on Dec.
17 whether to dismiss him. But the district
has said Perrone, who coached the junior

Olivia McDermott goes behind her back against Bronxuville.

Photo by Scott Warren

varsity and continues to do so, will be the
head coach for this season.)

Haldane finished 5-14 last season but
won its sixth consecutive sectional title
before losing in the first round of the
regionals to Millbrook.

“We have a team with six seniors, so we
have a strong core, and they know the deal,”
Perrone said. “They know what’s expected.
I feel fortunate, and we’re hoping to get
further in the postseason.”

The captains are seniors Bela Montele-
one and Shianne Twoguns. They are joined
by seniors Abigail Platt, Olivia McDermott
and Sofia Viggiano, and sophomores Molly
Siegel and Madison Chiera. Senior Olivia
Monteleone (who sat out last year to focus on
volleyball), juniors Essie Florke and Sydney
Warren and sophomores Ella Ashburn and
Marissa Scanga round out the lineup.

“I feel lucky to have Olivia returning,” said
Perrone. “She’s our strongest rebounder, and
she can also score. Bela is one of our stron-
gest offensive players. McDermott is prob-
ably our best outside shooter and a scrappy
defender, too.

“Our strength will be outside shooting,“
she added. “Most of the girls can hit that
shot if it’s open. And we are a good fast-break
team. We are working harder on boxing out
and rebounding, and defensively we’ll be
aggressive.”

In addition, she said, “we have depth, we
can play eight or nine girls, and they can
all contribute.”

The Blue Devils opened the season with a
55-45 win at Bronxville on Dec. 6, then lost
at Blind Brook, 63-48, on Dec. 9.

At Bronxville, McDermott led the team
with 20 points and four assists, and Bela
Monteleone had 19 points and six rebounds.
Olivia Monteleone grabbed 16 rebounds to go
with six points, and Chiera had eight points.

At Blind Brook, Bela Monteleone
recorded 17 points and six rebounds, Olivia
Monteleone had 10 points and four boards,
and McDermott added 10 points, three
rebounds and two steals.

Haldane is scheduled to play in a tourna-
ment at Croton-Harmon on Saturday, Dec.
14, and in another tournament at Hendrick
Hudson next week.

VARSITY SCOREBOARD

Boys’ Basketball
Beacon 60, Ketcham 50
Quazir Hayes (12), Tsamaj Powell (10)
Poughkeepsie 78, Beacon 54
Dobbs Ferry 57, Beacon 51
Hayes (12), lan Bautista (8)

Girls’ Basketball
Yorktown 50, Beacon 29
Mount Vernon 52, Beacon 35
Beacon 46, Sleepy Hollow 35
Beacon 61, Lakeland 56
Grace Affeldt (17), Skyler Kurtz (16),
Enita Rodriquez (15)

Boys’ Bowling

Saugerties 7, Beacon O

John Jay East Fishkill defeated
Beacon

Girls’ Bowling
Beacon 7, Saugerties O
Beacon 7, John Jay East Fishkill O

Boys’ Swimming
Beacon 87, Tappan Zee 83
Beacon 87, Eastchester 79

ATHLETIC g
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Congrat.intons,
Grace Tormam,

WILDCAT-BOUND — Grace Tomann, a senior at Haldane High School, signed a
letter of intent on Dec. 11 to play volleyball for the University of New Hampshire.
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