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BEACON POLICE CHIEF AND CAPTAIN TO RETIRE AFTER 31 YEARS OF SERVICE 

Beacon, NY: After more than three decades of service each, Police Chief Kevin Junjulas and Police 

Captain Gary Fredericks are retiring from the Beacon Police Department as of July 7, 2020.  Both have 

indicated their willingness to assist in the City in the transition process. 

Junjulas and Fredericks were appointed Police Chief and Captain respectively in 2018, with the 

unexpected departure of the prior chief.  Both were eligible for retirement at that time, and have been 

contemplating retirement for some time.  Both have 31 years of service, more than two dozen of which 

were with the City of Beacon, rising through the department ranks together. 

Chief Junjulas, who holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and police science, said, “It has been a 

privilege to serve the City of Beacon over the last 25 years and to lead the men and women of the 

Beacon Police Department.  It has been an honor to serve this great community, and stand ready to 

assist in the transition.” 

Captain Fredericks added, “I am grateful and honored to have served the residents of the City of 

Beacon over the last 26 years.  I have great respect for the men and women of the Beacon Police 

Department, and full confidence that they will continue to serve the City to the highest standards.” 

Mayor Lee Kyriacou said, “I want to thank Chief Junjulas and Captain Fredericks for their decades of 

service and leadership for the city, and their willingness to afford me some initial time in office before 

retiring.  I appreciate their guiding the department toward increased professionalization. Their calming and 

dedicated approach will be missed, and I wish them both well in their future endeavors.” 

The Mayor continued:  “I note, that as a City Council member from 2002-07, I was at first alone calling 

for control of police chief, actions and budget.  Eventually the unanimous Council brought U.S. Justice 

Department oversight of the police, demoted the then chief, settled multiple lawsuits, and helped 

professionalize the department.  The Justice Department ended its oversight four years ago.  While the 

department has reformed substantially, the ongoing national tragedy points out there is more to do, 

even locally, and we will look carefully again at multiple issues.” 

The City will initiate a recruitment process immediately to begin a search for a new chief.  The process 

is anticipated to take several months. 

  



 

About the City of Beacon:  

Beacon, New York is located on the eastern shore of the Hudson River 60 miles north of New York City, with a 

population of 15,000. Originally a Native American settlement, the area was purchased from the Wappinger 

Tribe in 1683 and settled by Dutch and other Europeans, leading to the riverfront community of Fishkill Landing 

on the Hudson, and the mill community of Matteawan on Fishkill Creek. The two communities were 

incorporated together as the City of Beacon in 1913, named for the Revolutionary War signal fires on Mount 

Beacon. Beacon thrived as a 19th and 20th Century factory city, but as factories closed after WWII and the local 

economy declined, the city went through a period of hard times. Today, Beacon has successfully reinvented 

itself as a 21st Century river community centered around tourism, the arts and access to the scenic Hudson River 

heritage area. A diverse and thriving small city, it is now home to DIA:Beacon (one of the largest exhibition 

spaces in the country for modern and contemporary art), a network of Hudson River parks connecting to Fishkill 

Creek and Mount Beacon trails, and a vibrant historic Main Street of art galleries, shops, cultural venues and 

restaurants.  
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