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Mask
Distrust
New guidance spurs
concerns, pushback
By Leonard Sparks

BACK UNDER THE HOOD — The owners of vintage, restored vehicles gathered on May 12 at the Beacon Elks Lodge for a car cruise for
Photo by Ross Corsair
the first time since before the pandemic shutdown. For more photos, see Page 16. 

School Board
Budgets Pass
New trustees for Haldane,
Garrison districts
By Chip Rowe

V

oters on Tuesday (May 18) approved
by wide margins the 2021-22
budgets proposed for the Garrison,
Haldane and Beacon school districts and
re-elected every incumbent board member
who ran, along with two newcomers.
Garrison
Three incumbents on the nine-member
board — Madeline Julian (191 votes), David
Gelber (178) and Courtney McCarthy (178)
— retained their seats and will serve 3-year
terms, while Kent Schacht received 161
votes and was elected to a fourth open
seat for a year to complete the term of Jill
Lake, who resigned. (He was sworn in on
Wednesday and will serve until June 2022.)
The fifth candidate, Ned Rauch, received
117 votes but was not elected.
The 2021-22 budget, approved 185-61 by

voters, includes $11.69 million in spending, or about $322,000 more than this year,
an increase of 2.83 percent. The district
plans to raise $9.7 million through property taxes, receive $976,000 in state aid and
use $894,000 from its fund balance. The
budget includes funding for two new positions: an environmental education/science
teacher and a director of technology and
instructional support, and eliminates three
of eight full-time teacher aide positions.
Haldane
Three candidates ran for two open seats
on the five-member Haldane school board.
John Hedlund, an incumbent, held his seat
with 368 votes. Maggie Valentine received
355 votes and won the seat vacated by
Margaret Parr, who did not seek a third
term. Valentine will join the board on July
1. Mark Daisley received 253 votes and was
not elected.
The 2021-22 budget, approved by a 423-120
vote, includes $25.95 million in spending,
or about $685,000 more than this year, an
increase of 2.71 percent. The district plans
to raise $21 million through property taxes,
$3.1 million from state aid, and $721,000
from non-resident tuition, and use $645,000
from its fund balance and $410,000 from
reserves.
(Continued on page 3)

Beacon Releases
Police Records
City is first in area to
comply with law
By Jeff Simms

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention guidance that fully vaccinated
people no longer need to wear masks or
socially distance has been adopted by New
York and other states and cheered by local
officials.
But it is also raising concerns from residents, business owners and some public
health officials who believe that the move
is premature because so many people are
still unvaccinated and may not be honest
about their status.
The CDC guidelines, which went into
effect in New York state on Wednesday
(May 19), require unvaccinated people to
wear masks in public; allows businesses to
mandate that customers wear face coverings; and keeps masks in place at K-12
schools, homeless shelters, prisons, nursing homes and health care settings, and on
public transit such as Metro-North.
The easing of mask rules comes as
COVID-19 cases in the state and in
Dutchess and Putnam counties are plummeting as more people become vaccinated.
The same day it took effect in New York,
Putnam County said that its employees
who are vaccinated can return to work
(Continued on page 7)

T

he Beacon Police Department has
released detailed records of every
arrest made by its officers since
2017 that required the use of force beyond
“compliant handcuffing,” as well as about
a dozen complaints lodged against officers
dating to 2004.
The data dump of 1,536 pages of records,
which the city posted online (see bit.ly/
beacon-records), comes nearly a year after
the state, in the wake of protests over the
murder of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer, repealed a law that kept
them secret.
The Current submitted Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) requests to the Beacon
and Cold Spring police and Dutchess and
Putnam County sheriffs soon after the
repeal was enacted on June 12. The Cold
Spring and Putnam County requests are
pending; Dutchess (Continued on page 5)

Cadah Goulet, the owner of Poor George
in Cold Spring, still requires masks inside
her store. 
Photo by L. Sparks
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FIVE QUESTIONS: PAUL MARKWALTER
By Michael Turton

P

aul Markwalter chairs the Beacon
Tree Advisory Committee. An arborist, he has tended to trees for 58 years.

What does the committee do?
We were established about four years
ago to advise the city on pruning the trees
it owns. There are just three members
right now; we could use more volunteers
— people who care about trees. We’ve
inventoried about 200 city-owned trees,
including in Memorial Park and along Main
Street and Route 9D. We were instrumental in helping the city get a $36,000 state
grant to prune 27 trees in Memorial Park
and to remove 13 unhealthy trees. We also
sometimes get calls from residents wanting advice.
Does Beacon need more trees?
Yes. I would like to increase the stock to
400 trees within five years. When I moved
here in 2009, there was a 3-inch Norway
maple sprouting out of the ground. It’s
now 20 feet tall. After five years, we could
have 400 trees, 5 to 6 feet tall, that could be
placed all over Beacon. People would take
care of a young tree on their property with
the understanding that at some point we’d
transplant it to a park or along a street —

a foster-care program for trees. Saplings
cost about a dollar each. We’ve planted 20
trees in the past few years, but they were
purchased from a nursery for $150 to $250
apiece.
What are the main threats to Beacon’s
trees?
Die-off along Main Street is a concern.
Many trees are root-bound; the sycamores
push up the sidewalks. The roots will go
where they want, even through a wall. And
Beacon is no different from anywhere else,
with the common blights such as debarking you see on silver maples; and the white
ashes and hemlocks are taking a beating.
Someone planted flowering plums and
pears on Main Street. They have a lot of
dieback and don’t hold up to winter, so
they’re not sustainable as street trees.
Construction is also a concern; land is
often cleared willy-nilly, with no thought
to saving a tree like a 200-year-old oak. I’d
like to see a law requiring people to get a
permit to take down [healthy] trees.
What is it about trees that affects you?
I’m a dendrophile; I love trees. A walk in
the woods restores my soul. The trees know
me and I know them. They welcome me into
their midst. They can exist without us, but
not the reverse. Without trees we wouldn’t

By Michael Turton

What celebrity
would you love to
have dinner with?

be here. I love Dennings Point; the trees
there speak to me. And I like wood and the
things we can do with it.
Do you have a favorite tree somewhere
in the world?
I have pruned a lot of trees since 1963, but
my favorite was a red oak in Wayne, New
Jersey. With nothing around it to hinder its
growth, it was a true specimen, standing
about 150 feet tall and with a spread of at
least 100 feet. It took so long to prune I had
my lunch sent up to me so I wouldn’t have to
climb it again. I’m 76 now; I climbed my last
tree about five years ago.
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WNYC’s Brian
Lehrer. I’m an NPR
junkie; we’d have
a lot to talk about.

~ Shannon Keegan, Cold Spring

Jay Leno. He’s
the car collector;
I only have four.

Thurs. May 27 – 8 pm
THE VALLEY HOUR

Bees in the Barn, Sarah Browne
Annalyse & Ryan host LIVESTREAM music
Free Digital Pass, + VIP Tickets: www.thevalleyhour.com

~ Geoff Schwartz, Beacon

Sat. + Sun. May 22 + 23
CONTEMPO EAST to PERFORM

Jimmy Fallon. I just
think we’d be really
good friends.

Art show with 18 Asian-American artists
Weekends 1-5 pm through May 30

Sun. May 23 – 8 pm
CASSATT STRING QUARTET w/URSULA OPPENS, piano
STREAMING by ALIVEmusica, www.howlandmusic.org

Sat. May 29 – 11 am to noon
CLASSICS FOR KIDS

Available at these locations:
Cold Spring Cheese Shop MAIN STREET
Adams Fairacre Farms
Adams Fairacre Farms POUGHKEEPSIE
Key Food MarketPlace
Foodtown 49 Chestnut St. COLD SPRING

WAPPINGERS FALLS
BEACON, MAIN STREET

Music in the Park, a Walking Concert
Free. Please reserve a time slot at howlandmusic.org
AND MORE:
June’s art show: Viorel Florescu Retrospective, photojournalist
June 5 – Courtyard Concert w/ Lesley Flanigan / Fridman Gallery
June 12 – 8 pm: Lydia Adams Davis & Friends concert
June 13 – 5 pm: Composers Concordance
There are no walk-up tickets at the door. In-house seating is limited
and may be available online, if you’re early to book.

477 Main Street, Beacon, NY 12508
w w w.howlandc ulturalcenter.org (845) 831-4988
facebook.com/howlandcenterbeacon
howlandc ult ur alcen te r t i x. c o m

`~ Danielle Pack McCarthy, Nelsonville
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School Board (from page 1)
Voters also approved, by a 410-131 vote,
spending $175,000 on buses.
“Each year’s budget development brings
unique challenges and this year was no
different,” said Superintendent Philip Benante in a statement. “We tried to strike the
right balance in supporting our programs
while being wary of increased costs. While
the passing of the budget is great news, it
comes with the reduction of several support
staff positions and impacts our colleagues.”
Beacon
Four incumbents on the nine-member
board ran for four open seats. The top
three vote-getters — John Galloway Jr. (733
votes), Jasmine Johnson (696) and Flora
Stadler (688) — will serve three-year terms
and the fourth-place finisher, Elissa Betterbid (658), will complete the final year of the
term of Michael Rutkoske, who resigned in
July. Galloway and Johnson were appointed
last year to fill open seats.
The 2021-22 budget, which passed
701-184, includes $76.9 million in spending. The district’s state-mandated tax cap

SCHOOL VOTES
% Budget
Approved

Garrison

Haldane

Beacon

75%

78%

79%

2,150

4,226

16,160

11%

13%

5%

Total
Registered
Voters
Voter
Turnout

for 2021 is 2.35 percent, which translates to
a $42.6 million tax levy, or $980,000 more
than last year. It estimates a $97 property
tax increase on a $300,000 home in Beacon
that participates in the STAR tax-relief
program. (The estimated increase will be
$121 in Fishkill and $120 in Wappinger.)
Voters also approved, by a 703-180 vote,
spending $395,000 on buses and, by a
738-148 margin, selling 33 acres owned
by the district underneath and around
Dutchess Stadium. Proceeds from the
$627,000 sale to Dutchess County will go
toward a $22 million-plus capital project
that the district plans to present to voters
this fall.

NEWS BRIEFS

Putnam Deputy Seriously
Injured in Crash

Sales Tax Revenue Jumps
in Dutchess County

Squad car and truck collide on Route
301 at Fahnestock

Up to $10 million in first four months

A

Putnam County sheriff’s deputy was
seriously injured in a crash on Route
301 near Canopus Lake in Fahnestock State
Park on Monday (May 17), the Sheriff’s
Department reported.
The crash occurred at about 12:40 p.m.
The deputy, who was not identified, was
traveling west on Route 301 when his vehicle collided with a truck traveling east.
The deputy was extricated from his
squad car with the Jaws of Life by the Kent
Fire Department and airlifted to the Westchester Medical Center. The driver of the
truck, who had been ejected from his vehicle, was transported by ambulance to the
same medical facility, the Sheriff’s Department said.
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S

ales tax revenue in Dutchess County
during the first four months of the year
increased 21 percent over the same period
in 2020 and 17.5 percent over 2019, the
county comptroller said on May 13.
Sales taxes account for about 40 percent
of county revenue. The $47 million collected
from Jan. 1 to April 30 is about $10 million
more than in 2020, said Comptroller Robin
Lois. The county collected $208 million
in 2019 and $200 million in 2020, a drop
of about 5 percent. The budget for 2021
projected sales tax revenue of $205 million.
The sales tax in Dutchess is 8.125 percent;
3.75 percent goes to the county, 4 percent to
the state and 0.75 percent to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

HELP The Current

MENTOR

MORE STUDENT JOURNALISTS!
The Highlands Current
STUDENT JOURNALISTS PROGRAM
gives local high school students the
opportunity to learn journalism by working
alongside our professional journalists.
This year Ezra Beato of Haldane High School
and Rachel Thorne of Beacon High School
have been writing articles of interest to
both their classmates and our readers.

WITH YOUR SUPPORT,
we will keep the program going and
add more students in the fall and beyond.
To donate to the program, go to:

highlandscurrent.org/donate

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE NEXT
GENERATION OF JOURNALISTS!

And THANK YOU to the program’s founding supporters:
Marianne and R. Dyke Benjamin
Chris Bockelmann and Floyd Norris
Barbara Eliran and Peter Goetz
Jacqueline Foertsch
Priscilla Goldfarb

William L. Harris and Jo Anne Simon
Peg Moran and Jim Bopp
Joe and Kathy Plummer
Henry and Joan Turner
Laura Jean Wilson and Mark Menting
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editor to provide a variety of opinions and voices, and all are subject to editing for accuracy, clarity and length.
We ask that writers remain civil and avoid personal attacks. Letters may be emailed to editor@highlandscurrent.org
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Short-term rentals
George Orwell sure was right about how
language can change reality. To dredge up
a few terms from yesteryear, those “shortterm rentals” busting out like dandelions
all over Cold Spring used to be called apartments, and “hosts” were what we called
landladies and landlords (“Residents Air
Views About Airbnb,” May 14). One flip of
phrasing, and it’s as if we apartment-dwellers, another layer of stable, vibrant village
life, who were also neighbors with our own
pets and children, never existed.
In our dollar-chasing society, Cold
Spring’s hosts will surely be allowed to max
out the wealth of their charming properties, while local governance will have no
choice but to look the other way. Meanwhile, we renters can go to hell or Houston,
whichever is cooler in the summer.
Jacqueline Foertsch,
(no longer renting in) Cold Spring
There are some misconceptions about
Airbnb that, as a longtime Airbnb host and
guest, I feel I should clarify.
Some unfamiliar with Airbnb believe
that it is a cash cow. If you do the math, a
space that rents for $200 a night, even if it
is occupied 52 weekends, brings in $1,600

per month. It’s supplemental income. Without it, many more homes in our area would
have gone into foreclosure in the past
decade, something that would’ve shrunk
the tax base and put downward pressure
on everybody’s property values.
Some think that guests are transient
strangers who come to party. But guests
have been vetted and reviewed by other
hosts. We have hosted nearly 300 guests in
the past seven years. We haven’t had any
serious issues with any of them.
For us, the best part of renting is sharing
the beauty of this place and hearing guests
remind us what a unique and spectacular
area we live in. We meet extraordinary
people from all over the world. But mostly
we meet stressed-out city dwellers who
come here to enjoy nature and hike it. Some
of these people are future residents of our
town. They make our town more famous
and more desirable. Aside from everything
else, our properties will be worth more.
Airbnb hosts pay state and federal
income taxes on Airbnb revenues. So now
the local government wants a piece of
the action, and they gladly let angry residents make the case for them. I can understand that. But why are some citizens so
adamantly against it? The average resident

of Cold Spring has nothing to gain by trying
to stop Airbnb.
Mahmoud Shahbodaghi, Cold Spring

New York Health Act
Twenty years ago, catalyzed by 9/11 and
a social and spiritual awakening, I left the
security of the corporate world to do work
that I find meaningful, for myself and for
others. But meaning only goes so far when
it comes to health care.
What followed was years of on-again, offagain insurance coverage — as a freelancer
and then as a small-business owner.
Politicians love to talk about small businesses being the backbone of our economy
— but what if that backbone breaks and
you can’t afford to care for it? Or bleeds
you dry just paying for coverage even if you
don’t get sick?
That’s why we need the New York Health
Act, a plan for comprehensive, universal
health coverage for all New Yorkers. It
passed the state Assembly the last four
years in a row — this year the bill has
cleared the Assembly health committee and
a majority in both state houses support it.
The act isn’t just good for independent
workers and entrepreneurs. Calculations
based on a RAND Corp. assessment of the
act showed savings for Beacon of roughly
$6.5 million for the school district and $2.5
million for the city (and a whopping $70
million for Dutchess County), based on
2019 budget numbers.
Philipstown passed a resolution supporting the bill, as have municipalities and
counties across the state. It’d be great if
Beacon did the same.
Scott Tillitt, Beacon

Corrections
In a caption and story in the May 14
issue, we misidentified Tara O’Sullivan
as the scoutmaster of Troop 137. In fact,
she is the denmaster of Pack 137. We
also stated that her Cub Scouts helped
build a community garden at the
Butterfield Library in Cold Spring. In
fact, the boys planted flowers there to
earn a badge. It was members of Boy
Scout Troop 437 who assisted in the
construction.
In a story in the May 14 issue, we
stated that Tom O’Quinn operates
a short-term rental in Palm Springs,
Florida, where the city imposes stiff
noise fines. In fact, his rental is located
in Palm Springs, California.
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Beacon Police (Cont’d from Page 1)
said it interpreted the law to mean that only
records from the date the repeal took effect
had to be released, a position also taken by
other law enforcement agencies in the state.
(The law applies to fire departments
and jails, as well. The Dutchess County
jail said it has no records of any disciplinary proceedings from 2010 to present;
records from the Fishkill and Downstate
state prisons are pending; and the Beacon
Fire Department released a document from
2005 citing the discipline of an officer for
filing incomplete incident reports.)
Beacon officials said they planned to
release the information in December but
were delayed due to the volume of data
that needed to be reviewed and redacted
for privacy, such as blacking out the names
of those arrested or who filed complaints.

Beacon Arrests
Arrests

Use of
Force

2018

678

34

2019

545

24

2020

273

30

Some law enforcement agencies and the
unions that represent officers have challenged the repeal in court or resisted releasing records. The Town of Fishkill and the
Village of Wappingers Falls passed laws
that allow officers to object to the release
of their disciplinary records.
Mike Confield, the vice president of the
Beacon police officers’ union, said Wednesday (May 19) that he was not aware that
the city had released the records. He noted,

however, that Beacon officers use force in
only about 5 percent of arrests.
“It’s time to stop looking for problems
with good police officers here and across
the country,” Confield said. “It’s time to
work together, respect each other and
continue the safety, stability and success
of this city.”
The Beacon records include use-of-force
reports that, according to department
policy, must be filed by officers while still
on duty after each incident that involves
anything beyond compliant handcuffing.
As examples, Lt. Tom Figlia, the department’s training coordinator, cited “pulling a person’s arms behind their back as
they try to keep the officer from doing so,
or carrying a person to a police car who
refuses to walk.”
The files include a description of each
use-of-force incident and a supervisor’s
report, which is filed after a review of body
camera and in-car video footage, if available, and interviewing officers, suspects
and, in some cases, witnesses.
The reports also indicate what type of
force was used, such as a restraint hold,
pushing a suspect or the use of a Taser,
along with details from the officer providing context. Any medical treatment is
noted, along with accounts of assisting
officers and photographs.
One record, for example, describes a 2017
traffic stop during which a driver wrestled
with officers over a pocketbook found to
contain a loaded 9mm semi-automatic
handgun. The officers described pushing
the woman onto her car to gain control of
her hands and taking her to the ground
when she attempted to pull away before
being handcuffed.
Another, from February 2020, recounts
an incident that occurred after officers
responded to a call for disorderly conduct.
Finding three people acting erratically
who said they had taken acid, the police
tried to redirect one who was walking

Follow the
on Facebook & Twitter

NOTICE
PHILIPSTOWN AGING AT HOME
Philipstown Aging At Home is Recuruiting Members
We’re on a mission to create an inclusive, mutually supportive community
for those of us who wish to remain in our own homes in Philipstown as we
age. Sound interesting?
Philipstown Aging at Home is a 501(c)(3) organization run by local
volunteers for whom independence and community go hand-in-hand.
We invite you to contact us with your ideas and let us know if you want to
volunteer or become a member.
Learn more at www.paah.net. We look forward to working with you.
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Real Estate
Market Report (April)
Beacon

Philipstown

2020

2021

2020

2021

New Listings

6

15

11

20

Closed Sales

5

8

6

14

Days on Market

94

49

214

121

$330,500

$445,000

$383,750

$665,000

96.3

101.3

89.7

93.8

24

17

65

39

Median Price
% List Received
Inventory

Source: Hudson Gateway Association of Realtors (hgar.com). Excludes condos. Philipstown includes Cold Spring, Garrison and
Nelsonville.

SPONSORED BY

ELAINE THOMAS | CENTURY 21 ALLIANCE REALTY
CELL: 845-590-6450 EMAIL: elaine.thomas2@century21.com

toward Wolcott Avenue. The woman, after
attempting to get past the police several
times, punched an officer in the face and
shoved another.
As she resisted arrest, an officer placed
his knee on top of the woman’s knee,
preventing her from rolling. The officer
then secured the woman’s ankle, placed it
across her thigh and applied enough pressure to get her to stop rolling and resisting.
Figlia said that during the years he’s been
in charge of training, there has been no
use of force ruled to be outside the department’s guidelines and that the department
has not been sued for any alleged excessive force. “I contend that this is not by
accident,” he said, “but because we train
yearly on the use-of-force policy, laws and
case law, physical applications of the use of
force, and also have close supervision and
stringent ways of monitoring our officers.”
The city’s data also includes complaints
that have been lodged against Beacon officers over the past 15 years. Most involved
callers who felt that officers had been rude

or police blotter entries that were incorrectly filed, or not filed.
In 2010, an officer was admonished for
failing to file blotter entries promptly. He
was also criticized for his grammar, abbreviations, sentence structure and not using
capital letters.
Another officer in 2004 was reprimanded
after parking in the mayor’s parking space
at City Hall and then asking Joseph Braun,
the city administrator (who had recently
received a ticket for having a headlight out),
if he’d had his headlight repaired.
Braun, in a memo to the police chief, said
he felt the officer was disrespectful.
The release of the disciplinary and useof-force files came a few days after the
Beacon City Council on May 10 discussed
holding a series of community forums to
solicit residents’ views on implementing
the police reform plan it submitted to the
state in April. The meetings would be led
by the Rev. John Perez and Mark Ungar,
who together headed the committee that
drafted the reform plan.
“We put the document out; this will
give [community members] a chance to
respond to that,” said Perez, who called
the meetings the first phase of implementing the reforms. “Without hearing from
the community, we really don’t know what
direction to take.”
But after three forums on policing held
last year by Zoom, as well as public discussions organized by Beacon 4 Black Lives
and other groups, “what did we not get
out of those conversations that we’re looking for now?” asked Council Member Dan
Aymar-Blair.
“The idea is to go out to where people
live, in their parks and neighborhoods
and centers, to try to reach more people,”
said Ungar, who also suggested creating
a one-page summary of the reform plan,
“so people have something they can absorb
quickly.”
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Help Needed
Restaurants cut hours in face of staff shortages
By Leonard Sparks

D

uring the worst of the pandemic,
Beacon Pantry owner Stacey Penlon
lost a full-time cook who opted for
the stability of a job as an electrician and
another cook who moved to a catering
company.
Finding new help is proving difficult at
a crucial time.
As the pandemic wanes and restaurants
are again allowed to operate at something
close to a pre-pandemic pace, some job
applicants schedule interviews but don’t
show up, said Penlon. One person she interviewed never replied to her job offer. Ads at
Indeed and Craigslist are posted, filled and
soon posted again, she said. A sign on the
door advertises positions for cooks, servers
and dishwashers.
“This is not normal,” said Penlon, who
opened her cafe seven years ago. “I have
never had this much trouble hiring people.”
As vaccinations, warm weather and the
thirst for day trips brings crowds to the
Highlands, Penlon and other restaurants
are finding that customers are returning
in droves, but employees are not.
Pelon would love to open her cafe seven
days a week instead of four. Last week, she
said, she weighed closing temporarily, but
a new hire changed her mind.
The Roundhouse in Beacon is facing the
same challenges.
Last month was far busier than Aprils
before the shutdown, but the company has
struggled to fill shifts, according to general
manager Katie Guerra. The Roundhouse’s
restaurant is closed on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays to give existing staff time off,
she said. To entice prospective employees,
the company created a bonus program for
new hires, depending on hours worked —
up to $500 for the first 10 weeks and the

Coronavirus
Update
¢ State health officials said that, as of
Wednesday (May 19), 10,553 people had
tested positive for COVID-19 in Putnam
County; 29,275 in Dutchess; 129,018 in
Westchester; 46,731 in Rockland; 13,813 in
Ulster; and 47,966 in Orange. Statewide,
there have been 2,074,457 positives, including 929,873 in New York City. Statewide, 42,542 people had died.
¢ The number of people with COVID-19
who are hospitalized in New York state as
of May 19 stood at 1,490; the number in
intensive care was 339; and the number of
intubations was 208. In the Mid-Hudson
Valley, 48 percent of hospital beds were
available and 41 percent of ICU beds.
¢ The state said on Monday (May 17) it
would allow county fairs and local festivals to return, and events with up to 5,000

same amount for those who stay to the
end of the summer. Staff can also receive a
$250 bonus for helping recruit an employee,
Guerra said.
The difficulty goes beyond hourly positions, which pay a minimum of $15 per
hour, she said. The restaurant is having
trouble filling two salaried positions with
benefits: a sous chef and a front-of-house
manager. Next month, when The Roundhouse resumes hosting larger weddings,
the demand for servers will “skyrocket,”
she said. For now, the restaurant is turning
away request for private parties and baby
and bridal showers, said Guerra.
“I have to say no because I can’t add any
more burden to my staff, and that’s very
frustrating,” she said.
Some elected officials blame the extra
unemployment benefits that have been
in place since last year. Approved by the
federal government, the benefits initially
paid an extra $600 a week before being
scaled back to $300. The payments are
scheduled to end on Sept. 5.
Joe Caragine, the owner of Brothers
Lawn and Landscape in Garrison, said his
company is as busy as it’s been in 20 years,

Beacon Pantry owner Stacey Penlon is struggling to find employees for her cafe.


Photo by L. Sparks

and “could easily use two or three more
guys,” even without experience. Several
people who worked last summer said they
are not returning, including one who said
he was making more on unemployment,
said Caragine.
“It’s backbreaking work in the heat and

bad weather,” he said. “Some guys’ attitude
is, why go out and bust my butt for the same
amount of money [as unemployment]?”
But shortages may also exist because
the pandemic shutdown inspired career
changes. In a recent Pew Research Center
survey of unemployed workers, two in three
said they had seriously considered changing their occupation or field.
Kerry Soeller, who works for a trio of
restaurants owned by the same family —
the Beacon Bread Co., Tito Santana Taqueria and Ziatun — said food industry workers
she knows have left the industry and the
area for a variety of reasons, including
the costs of renting in Beacon, customers
complaining about having to wear masks
when not seated or longer waits for tables
because of capacity limits.
The most common reason, she said, is
that workers already stung by being laid
off fear being exposed to the virus that
causes COVID-19 while serving diners who
under state guidelines can remove their
masks when eating and drinking. Some
servers have told her they stopped working at multiple restaurants to reduce their
chances of being exposed, she said.

Restaurant workers “should feel
protected and respected right now because
there are not enough of us to handle the
crowds, and we are all trying our best,” said
Soeller. “We are a special breed of humans
trained to bend over backward to make
customers leave with a smile, but this year
was very difficult for us all and more people
should understand why.”
In New York state, the leisure and hospitality industry suffered the most job losses
during the pandemic, according to the
most recent monthly jobs report from the
state Department of Labor, issued on April
15. The industry had roughly 277,000 fewer
jobs this March than it did in March 2020,
a drop of nearly a third.
Some of those jobs returned last summer,
when the state began allowing businesses
to reopen. Even more jobs are returning
now while New York gradually ends restrictions on capacity and operating hours.
There just aren’t enough people willing
to fill them and, for now, the patio at the
Beacon Pantry cafe will remain closed.
“If we had more people, I could be open
more days, I could be open more hours and
I would have more revenue,” Penlon said.

attendees do not need approval from the
state Department of Health. Fairs and festivals must limit attendees to allow for 6
feet of social distancing between people
from different parties unless everyone
provides proof of vaccination. They also
may require masks.
¢ Under legislation signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo on May 13, federal stimulus
payments are protected from garnishment by creditors, except that claims can
be brought against the funds for child and
spousal support, or in cases of fraud.
¢ Lower-income households are eligible
for a $50 per month discount on broadband internet service and a one-time discount of $100 on the purchase of a laptop,
desktop or tablet computer under a pandemic program being administered by the
Federal Communications Commission.
See fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit.
¢ Beaches and pools can operate with 6
feet of social distancing, Cuomo said on

May 12. The state’s goal is that they be
allowed to operate at 100 percent capacity by July 4, he said. SplashDown Beach
Water Park in Fishkill announced plans
to open on May 29. See splashdownbeach.
com. The park will have limited capacity
and require reservations or season passes.
It will also require visitors to wear masks
except when in the water or on slides.
¢ A pandemic-high 83,100 people rode
Metro-North trains on May 7. While it was
the highest one-day total since the pandemic begin, it was still down 71 percent
from the average weekday ridership total
for 2019.
¢ Free mobile rapid testing is available
at Dutchess Stadium through a county
partnership with ProPhase Labs. See bit.
ly/dutchess-test.
¢ The Small Business Administration is
accepting applications for its Restaurant
Revitalization Fund for COVID-19-related
losses. The funds do not have to be repaid

as long as they are used for eligible expenses by March 11, 2023. See restaurants.
sba.gov.
¢ As of May 18, according to the State
COVID Report Card, Haldane had reported 40 students and 15 teachers/staff
who had tested positive; Garrison reported 13 students and seven teachers/staff;
and Beacon reported 111 students and 45
teachers/staff.
¢ Dutchess County had fully vaccinated
75 percent of its residents 65 and older
and Putnam 73.7 percent as of May 20.
The national rate is 73.2 percent.
¢ The vaccination rate for nursing home
residents in Putnam County was 95 percent as of May 20. The rate in Dutchess
County stood at 86 percent. In both counties, vaccination rates for staff were much
lower, 65 percent for Putnam and 57 percent for Dutchess.

I have never
had this much
trouble hiring people.
~Stacey Penlon
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Masks

(Continued from Page 1)

unmasked. The county also said that its
senior centers, including the Friendship
Center at the Butterfield complex in Philipstown, will reopen on Monday (May 24)
and that the Legislature, barring an extension of a state order that allows municipal boards to meet remotely, will resume
in-person sessions when the order expires
on June 9.
“It’s been a very long road, but now we’re
back,” Putnam Executive MaryEllen Odell
said in a statement.
But Franklin Miller, a professor of medical ethics at Weill Cornell Medical School
and a fellow with The Hastings Center, a
bioethics research institute based in Garrison, said the CDC guidance is based on “the
unrealistic assumption that those who are
not vaccinated will continue to wear masks
indoors in public settings” and may encourage unvaccinated people to forgo face
masks, “especially those who have been
politically opposed to mask mandates.”
“This policy guidance risks endangering others who have not been vaccinated
but are trying to protect themselves from
becoming infected,” Miller wrote on the
Hastings website on Tuesday (May 16).
From the beginning, the pandemic has
brought out the best in people, and the
worst. Residents delivered food to overstretched hospital workers and homebound
seniors and volunteered to help health
departments monitor infected people and
vaccinate residents.
But alongside those heroics have been
arrests of people accused of taking money
for much-needed protective equipment that
was never delivered and those caught lying
to get vaccinated when they were not eligible. Now, a black market is operating for
the paper cards given to people who receive
the shots, which provides verification for
entry to events and, in the fall, for students
returning to SUNY and CUNY campuses.
On May 13, Nassau County police

announced the arrest of a CVS employee
who was allegedly found with eight prefilled vaccination cards and 54 blank ones
stolen from the store. Last month, the
National Association of Attorneys General
wrote a letter to the heads of eBay, Twitter
and Shopify asking them to crack down on
fake vaccination cards with the CDC logo.
In addition, the FBI has warned the public
that it is illegal to create, purchase or sell
the cards.
Cadah Goulet, who owns the Poor George
boutique on Main Street in Cold Spring, put
up signs reading “Masks Still Required” on
Tuesday in response to the new guidance,
which “felt a little too fast” and “feels like
a free-for-all for masks,” she said.
Businesses like Goulet’s can operate
without requiring masks or social distancing if their customers present paper or
digital proof that they are fully vaccinated. But Goulet said she wants “nothing
to do with that” because it would require
asking customers for proof. “It feels really
personal” to ask, she said.
In some indoor public settings, there
are separate seating areas for people who
have received the shots. More than half the
seating at Madison Square Garden and the
Barclays Center during NBA playoff games
for the Knicks and Nets will be set aside
for fully vaccinated fans, Cuomo said on
Monday (May 17).
The Hudson Valley Renegades announced
on May 13 that the club was ending its
requirement that spectators at Dutchess
Stadium, where the minor league baseball
team plays its home games, provide proof
of vaccination or a negative test.
The team is instead recommending that
masks be worn, but with capacity limited to
33 percent there is enough space for people
to social distance, said General Manager
Steve Gliner.
“Being outdoors is key, and I think the
people who are comfortable coming out to
the games are doing that,” he said.

COVID-19 by the Numbers
PUTNAM COUNTY

DUTCHESS COUNTY

Number of confirmed cases:

Number of confirmed cases:

10,553

(+82)

Active Cases in Philipstown: ≤5

Percent positive:

4.7

(0)

(+168)

Active Cases in Beacon: 11

Tests administered:

Tests administered:

226,145

29,275

(+3,784)

739,712
4.0

Number of deaths:

Number of deaths:

(0)

Putting up visiting artists for the summer is both a
longtime HVSF tradition and a union requirement for
a non-profit theater like ours. Our new home at
The Garrison will allow us to house our artists on site,
rather than shuttling them back and forth to hotels in
Fishkill, as we do now.
Lodging for our artists is important.
And we’re determined to get it right.
In response to feedback from the Planning Board and
the community, we’ve adjusted our plan.
With a significantly reduced number of structures,
thoughtfully tucked away from view, our revised
plan will mitigate any impact on our neighbors, limit
our carbon footprint, and provide safe, sustainable
accommodation for the artists who enrich our
community each summer.
Help keep HVSF local. Learn more:

(+12,846)

(0)

Percent vaccinated:

91

Artist lodging
reimagined.

Percent positive:

Percent vaccinated:

55.8
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52

444

(+1)

Source: State and county health departments, as of May 19, with weekly change in parentheses.
Active cases in Philipstown as of May 13. Percent vaccinated reflects at least one dose.

Ad paid for by members of HVSF’s Board of Directors
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Cold Spring
Mayor Appoints
New Board
Member
Tweeps Woods will serve
through 2021
By Michael Turton

C

old Spring Mayor Dave Merandy has
appointed Tweeps Phillips Woods to
the Village Board to fill a vacancy
created by Trustee Heidi Bender’s resignation in April, four months into her twoyear term.
Merandy announced the appointment
on May 11. Woods, who has lived in the
village since 2017, served on the Recreation
Commission for the past year. She has a
master’s degree in public administration
from Columbia University and is a graduate
of New York’s Coro civic leadership training program.
“I wanted to do something [in the
village]; serving on the Recreation Commission was a good start,” she said when asked
why she agreed to serve. “I like politics, love
government, that’s my background; when
this opportunity arose it just felt like the
right thing to do.”
Until March, Woods was director of busi-

POP UP PATIO:
Night Train:
Storytelling

Tweeps Woods

Photo by M. Turton

ness development for the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants in New York City.
She is also a former project manager for the
New York City Department of Parks and
Recreation, policy adviser for the New York
City Mayor’s Office of Operations and director of external affairs for the New York City
Taxi and Limousine Commission.
Woods said she plans to be among the
candidates in the Nov. 2 general election
to serve the final year of Bender’s term.
Police review
Cold Spring continues to work through

NIVOLA:
SANDSCAPES

highlandscurrent.org

its plan to assess and reinvent its police
force in response to Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s
executive order last year requiring reviews
of all municipal law enforcement. The
village plan for reviewing the Cold Spring
Police Department was submitted to New
York State on April 1.
At the May 11 meeting, Trustee Kathleen
Foley reported that, in conjunction with
Lexipol, a law enforcement consulting firm,
she, Officer-in-Charge Larry Burke and
Officer Vincent D’Amato have reviewed 43
chapters of CSPD policies.
The Village Board will now begin its
review of the policies before asking for input
from a yet-to-be-formed Community Stakeholders Group. Foley said she will recommend the group focus on chapters “directly
relevant to the executive order.”
Trustee Fran Murphy said she would
provide a summary at the Tuesday (May
25) meeting of a survey of residents about
the Police Department.
In other business …
¢ Royal Carting will collect garbage on
May 25 and recyclables on May 28 while
the village garbage truck undergoes repairs. A new truck has been ordered but
will not be ready until 2022. Merandy and
Early will also meet with Royal Carting
to discuss a possible long-term contract.
If Royal takes over collection, the village
would reassess its vehicle needs, including
possibly canceling the truck order.
¢ Merandy noted that Metro-North Railway has approved signage to promote

May 22 – June 20, 2021
Opening Reception May 22, 5 –7pm

Curated by Teresa Kittler
May 8, 2021 - January 10, 2022
Magazzino Italian Art, Gallery 8

Holly Sumner

May 22, 29 at 7:30pm
SOLD OUT

Saints and Samurai
panel paintings

MUSIC:

Viva the Divas:
Women of Song
With Goldee Greene and Tom McCoy
June 5 at 7pm

Liberty Speaks
Playlets by Samuel Harps, K. Lorrel Manning,
and Gabrielle Fox
June 11 and 12 at 7pm

STREAMING ONLINE:

Putnam Theatre Alliance:
Freedom Project #2
The Miracle of the Danube by Maxwell
Anderson and Expression of Regret by
Christine Toy Johnson

Deb Lecce

Guardians of the Land
ceramic sculpture

June 3-6

TICKETS AT

www.philipstowndepottheatre.org

free weekend parking in its Cold Spring
lot. Metro-North has not allowed the village to publicize the free parking in the
past but Merandy negotiated the change
in conjunction with the Parking Committee’s ongoing work.
¢ Burke reported the CSPD responded
to 73 calls for service in April. Officers issued 13 traffic and 18 parking tickets. The
Cold Spring Fire Co. responded to seven
alarms, including mutual aid to North
Highlands Fire Co. on a brush fire.
¢ Cold Spring Chamber of Commerce
President Eliza Starbuck reported that,
after corresponding with the county, “it
sounds like they may be planning to start
the trolley again this season.”
¢ At the Village Board’s Tuesday (May
18) meeting, Merandy said he was open
to allowing the Putnam County Wine and
Food Fest to take place on Aug. 7 and 8
at Mayor’s Park. “It’s time to look toward
opening things up,” said Woods when
Merandy polled the board. “But we have
to be pretty nimble in how we respond if
things get worse” regarding COVID-19.
¢ The discussion of proposed regulations of short-term rentals will resume
at the May 25 meeting. Board members
rejected a suggestion to survey residents
and property owners. A transcript of comments made during a May 6 public hearing won’t be available until June 1.
¢ Merandy advocated reinstating faceto-face meetings but at a larger venue
than Village Hall, such as the Philipstown
Recreation Center or Town Hall.

The Riverside Galleries at Garrison Art Center
23 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison, NY 10524
Open Tuesday thru Sunday, 10am – 5pm
garrisonartcenter.org 845-424-3960
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Putnam County
Advances Police
Advisory Board
Committee proposes
independence for group
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

E

stablishment of a police policy advisory board advanced in Putnam
County on Tuesday (May 18) when a
legislative committee granted it more freedom than previously proposed and nominated its first board members.
Unanimous approval of the Protective
Services Committee sent the resolution
creating the board to the full Legislature
for action in June.
One nominee, Scott Rhodes, said the
board’s mission “is to support the equity
and safety of all Putnam County residents
by advocating police policy changes. We’ve
envisioned a county where all feel included,
protected, and fairly treated by law enforcement.”
The board grew out of the New York
State-mandated police policy review
process and suggestions from the People
of Color Committee of residents assisting
in that review.
The Protective Service Committee resolution defines the advisory group’s role as
striving “to share concerns of the public;
ensure transparency through the free
flow of information; promote community
engagement to foster trust, fairness and
legitimacy; address any racial bias and
disproportionate policing of communities
of color; and offer recommendations to the
sheriff regarding police policies and procedures.”
In April, the Protective Service Committee’s first attempt foundered after Legislator Ginny Nacerino, its chair, said that
Sheriff Robert Langley Jr. would have
“direct oversight” of the group, including
choosing its members, although it would
“remain independent.”
Rhodes and others protested and the
three legislators on the Protective Services
Committee agreed to rethink their
approach.

The Highlands Current
Last month “there were some profound
misunderstandings and miscommunications,” Nacerino said at Tuesday’s meeting, held by audio connection. “Perhaps
we were a bit overly zealous” in acting
so quickly. But, she added, “I’m elated to
move forward. This is a defining moment
in Putnam County.”
The resolution awaiting final approval
says the nine-member Legislature will
name the advisory group members, drawn
from participants in the police review
process, and that those individuals will
elect a chair or co-chairs; stipulates that
while the group will work with Langley, “the sheriff shall exercise no control
over the officers, membership or business
conducted”; and changes its name to the
Community Engagement and Police Advisory Board.
“What a great name and what a monumental and epic time for Putnam County,”
Rhodes said after the vote. He said he and
his colleagues “understand that the making
of policy changes is an ongoing and evolving process.”
As outlined in the resolution, the advisory board will be relatively short-lived,
about 18 months, shutting down on Dec.
31, 2022. However, the resolution also
permits its members to ask the Legislature
to extend its tenure. In essence, Nacerino
said, the board can “continue as long as
they wish. I want to make that perfectly
clear.”
Along with Rhodes, as board members
the Protective Services Committee chose
Ronald Reid, Jenie Fu, Matinah Drew and
Dennis Cohen.
Reid expressed gratitude to county officials as well as LGBTQ and Black activists
and lauded legislators “for being patient
and allowing us to express some of the
sentiments that are coming from the
community.”
Legislator Nancy Montgomery, who
represents Philipstown, observed that “the
level of tension and anxiety in this country”
regarding police-community relations “is at
an all-time high.” In Putnam, “formation of
this board will go a long way” in strengthening bonds and unity, she said. “Policing is
most effective when government, community members, and police collaborate and
share in the responsibility of public safety.”
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Nelsonville Lands $55,500 in State Aid
Also, village revisits trouble-prone Pearl Street sewer
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

I

nfrastructure items dominated a short
agenda on Monday (May 17) when
Nelsonville’s trustees heard that the
village’s annual share of state aid for road
repairs will exceed $55,500 and discussed
a new fix for an old problem: the private
Pearl Street sewer.
The village will receive $28,931 in Consolidated Highway Improvement Program
funds; $14,282 in Pave New York money;
and $12,289 in emergency winter relief.
Chris Winward, the deputy mayor, said
the village will spend $30,000 of the money
to pave Secor Street, “which will leave
us a nice chunk of change left over.” She
presided at the meeting, held via Zoom, in
Mayor Mike Bowman’s absence.
In March, the aging Pearl Street sewer
line broke and the village made emergency

Nelsonville plans further work on a
temporarily repaired private sewer line
under Pine Street.
Photo by L.S. Armstrong


The board
reminded
residents of the next
debris-collection day
on May 24.
repairs. The 6-inch pipe runs along Pearl,
turns the corner onto Pine, and connects
to the Cold Spring sewer system at Parsonage Street. Nelsonville officials anticipate
installing a maintenance hole for easier
access but await estimates and discussions
with the homeowners who use the line and
reimburse the village for the cost of repairs.
(In 2016, six residents sued Nelsonville
and Cold Spring, saying the villages should
take over responsibility for the line, but
later dropped the case.)
Aside from the Pearl Street line and a
few other exceptions, Nelsonville lacks a
sanitary sewer network, although the Cold
Spring sewage treatment plant has the
capacity to process Nelsonville’s wastewater. Nelsonville largely relies on home
septic systems and, to a lesser extent, on
cesspools.
In other business, Pauline Minners,
who retired three years ago, returned as
clerk temporarily while the Village Board
searches for a successor to Mindy Jesek,
who left for a job with the Putnam County
District Attorney’s Office.
The board reminded residents of two
curbside debris-collection days: Monday
(May 24) for grass clippings, twigs, bundled
branches and similar lawn-garden discards;
and June 11 for furniture and household
goods.

Pruning is an art

If you are looking for a “natural finish” and do not want to see your
ornamentals cut back severely to dead wood, choose artful pruning.
Artful Pruning allows your ornamentals to keep looking good.
Artful Pruning gracefully brings your ornamentals back to a more
appropriate smaller size.
For an artful, natural finish, call Gregory, the artful pruner, with over 10
years as a career gardener specializing
in natural and restorative gardening.

845.446.7465

WHOLE
ANIMAL
BUTCHER
CURBSIDE
PICKUP/
• FARMSTEAD CHEESE
INTRODUCING:

LOCALLY SOURCED SINCE 2014

PRE-ORDER

Heat & Eat Meals
• CHARCUTERIE
FARMSTEAD CHEESE • CHARCUTERIE
for as low as $9/per person
• PREPARED FOODS
PREPARED FOODS • SANDWICHES
• CATERING
Discounted
Meat Packages
ONLY
WED-SAT
10:00A.M.
– 5:00P.M.
SPECIALTY
GROCERY
• CATERING
• SPECIALTY GROCERY
for as low as $50/week
3091 US 9, COLD SPRING, NY 10516 • (845)265-2830
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A ROU ND TOW N

 CAUGHT
WITH THE
CURRENT
— Lindsay
Fastiggi of Spice
Revolution in
Cold Spring
shared this
photo of her
daughter,
Aurelia Roxanna
Stavitz, catching
up with the local
sports.
 NEW HANG-OUT — Dogwood, which has been closed
because of the pandemic shutdown, earlier this month
opened an outdoor beer garden on East Main Street in
Beacon and shared the news on Facebook.

 WOODY SPOTTINGS — Actor Woody
Harrelson, who is in Beacon filming an
HBO miniseries about the Watergate
“plumbers” (he plays E. Howard Hunt),
stopped by the Chocolate Studio
and Vegetalien for “the vegan stuff.”
Both businesses shared the news on
Instagram.
 FIRE TRUCK ON THE WAY — Assembly
Member Jonathan Jacobson, whose
district includes Beacon, secured
$125,000 in funding for a new pumper
truck for the city fire department. He is
shown at far left with Council Member
Dan Aymar-Blair, Chief Gary VanVoorhis
and Mayor Lee Kyriacou.  Photos provided

WE’RE HIRING!
The Highlands Country Club located on 9D is now hiring
lifeguards starting at $15 per hour. A lifeguard certification
class will be held for all Highlands lifeguards in May.

IF INTERESTED, PLEASE EMAIL

MARTIAJELLO@THEGARRISON.COM

HIGHLANDS
COUNTRY CLUB
955 ROUTE 9D, GARRISON NY 10524
845.424.3254 / HIGHLANDSCOUNTRYCLUB.NET
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The Artist Next Door

By Alison Rooney

Pamela Cook

Cold Spring photographer Pamela Cook
describes her early academic life as “definitely disjointed.” After graduating from
high school in Michigan without a clue
what she wanted to do, she studied architecture for a year. She loved the design, but
nothing else.
“The technical aspects of architecture
didn’t make sense to me, even though I am,
in many ways, technically oriented,” she
says.
As it turned out, Cook did find a genre
that she excels in and has a passion for:
photography. Today she has a roster of
design, editorial and fashion clients for still
lifes, interiors and landscapes in New York
City and the Hudson Valley.
“I never saw myself doing the kind
of work I do now, but it does seem like a
natural progression,” Cook says. “I never
thought I’d largely be photographing
homes, interiors and textiles. I find them
to be works of art on their own.”
After dropping architecture, Cook
worked a series of jobs, many in restaurants, before enrolling in a two-year course
in photography at a Michigan community
college. There, she struck gold, she explains,
with a professor who taught the basics but
also let her students experiment. “She’d tell
us ‘figure out what interests you and then
how to make that interesting to someone
else,’ ” Cook says. “She was experimenting
herself with light hitting paper and creating images. It was liberating.”
Cook transferred to the Rhode Island
School of Design before, for financial
reasons, transferring to SUNY Empire
State. After graduating, Cook moved to
New York City, where she assisted commercial photographers, including two who
specialized in cosmetics and fragrances.
“I learned so much about the business of
photography: how to estimate an invoice,
figure out actual costs, and how not to lose
money while budgeting,” Cook says.  After
five years, she ventured out on her own.
She began shooting fashion and finding
work when stylists recommended her to
designers. “I discovered I was most interested in bringing out the fabric and drapes
of the clothing, making compositions,” she

says. She began working for Hearst magazines, including Elle Décor, which proved
to be a catalyst.
“The design director, editor-in-chief and
art director reached out saying they loved
my lighting,” Cook recalls. “I was intimidated, but they pushed my career along.”
Cook’s range expanded more recently
following a Marie Claire shoot when
editors asked if she would be interested in
shooting models. Cook says that surprised
her, “because I like a calm and quiet set. My
style is slower than most fashion shoots.”
Explaining her work, Cook says her focus
is “to create beautiful light and shadows
and surround the viewer with that. In my
still-life work, I’m constantly trying new



Image by Pamela Cook

composing an image with tintypes you
take your time, think about it, come up with
surprises,” she says. “It’s a way of slowing
down. Life and photography these days is
so fast.”
Seven years ago, Cook and her husband,
Erik Brown, an industrial designer, slowed
their lives down considerably, moving from
Brooklyn to Cold Spring with their 2-yearold son. “The landscape and the light up
here are absolutely incredible,” Cook says.
“The trails that the light comes streaming
through make you feel grateful.” The move
also brought more work shooting landscapes. “It’s a magical experience seeing
the landscapes before dawn and watching
how the exterior of the home changes as
the sun comes up and the light changes.”
For more of Cook’s work, see prcphotos.
com or @prcphotos.
Cook, at the tripod
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techniques. I take these when I shoot on
location and translate them to natural
light. Without it I feel like my work would
become stagnant.”
Although Cook works mostly with repeat
clients, she says she still feels “like I’m in
a constant state of readjusting and recalibrating.” At the same time, “I feel more
comfortable with my style and the way I
work. I’m comfortable with the process.”
In her personal work, Cook has lately
become more interested in the historic
processes of photography. Along with the
use of hand-built, antique and altered
cameras, she loves wet plate collodion.
“Now everything is digital, but when
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THE WEEK AHEAD
Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)
For a complete listing of events, see
highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

COMMUNITY
SAT 22

Master Gardeners Plant
Sale
CARMEL
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Veterans
Memorial Park
201 Gypsy Trail Road
845-278-6738 x 220
putnam.cce.cornell.edu
Find annuals, perennials, native
plants and shrubs, plus all the
vegetables your garden needs, at
this annual fundraiser.
SAT 22

SAT 22

FRI 28

BEACON
10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Riverfront Park
2 Red Flynn Drive
hopsonthehudson.com
Check out work by more than 100
artisans and artists as well as food
trucks and entertainment. Because
of pandemic restrictions, no more
than 500 people will be admitted to
each of two sessions (10 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. and 2 to 5:30 p.m.). Proof of
vaccination or a negative COVID-19
test is required. Also SUN 23. Cost:
$17 ($7 ages 6 to 16 and free under 5)

HOPEWELL JUNCTION
5:30 p.m. Fishkill Farms
9 Fishkill Farm Road | 845-897-4377|
fishkillfarms.com
Enjoy yoga on the porch followed
by a glass of a cider while watching
the sunset. Cost: $40

Modern Makers Market

Shredder Day

SUN 23

COLD SPRING
9 a.m. – Noon. The Nest
44 Chestnut St.
coldspringlions.org/shredder
Bring your papers sans staples
and have the materials securely
and safely shredded at this event
to benefit Cold Spring Lions Club
programs.

BEACON
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. St. Rocco Society
26 S. Chestnut St.
bit.ly/empanada-wars
This fundraiser for the Beacon
Community Kitchen will feature
Tommy Que Empanadas and EmpaNANI. Cost: $15

Empanada Wars

SAT 22

TUES 25

BREWSTER
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Ryder Farm
406 Starr Ridge Road | 646-8338159
spaceonryderfarm.org
The organic farm SPACE is
holding its annual sale of vegetable,
herb and flower plants, including
cosmos, Jack-O-Lantern pumpkins
and lemon basil. Orders can be
placed online for contactless
pickup. Through May.

MAHOPAC FALLS
7 p.m. Via Zoom
sustainableputnam.org
Joe Montouri, the president of
Sustainable Putnam, will discuss
community solar programs, which
allow group buying of renewable
energy. Also THURS 27.

Annual Plant Sale

The Valley Hour, May 27

Solarize Putnam

Sunset Cider & Yoga

VISUAL ARTS
SAT 22

Plein Air Basics
GARRISON
Noon. Garrison Art Center
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-4243960 | garrisonartcenter.org
Linda Barboni will lead a threehour course for up to six students,
weather permitting. Register
online. Cost: $50
SAT 22

Paper Arts Workshop
PUTNAM VALLEY
Noon. Tompkins Corners Cultural
Center | 729 Peekskill Hollow Road |
tompkinscorners.org
In this first of two, 3-hour outdoor
sessions, Christina Di Marco will
teach bookbinding techniques based
on Japanese paper art traditions.
Also SUN 23. Cost: $60
SAT 22

Deborah Lecce | Holly
Sumner
GARRISON
5 – 7 p.m. Garrison Art Center
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-4243960 | garrisonartcenter.org
Guardians of the Land is an
exhibit of Lecce’s ceramic animals.

Grease, May 28
Sumner’s show, Saints and
Samurai, will feature her paintings
of microscopic life on wood panels.
Through June 20.

how metal is melted and formed
into tools.

THURS 27

SUN 23

BEACON
Noon. Dia:Beacon
845-231-0811 | diaart.org
In this ongoing online series, Dia
educators will discuss the artist’s
work. Free

GARRISON
4 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020
desmondfishlibrary.org
Owen Pataki, a Garrison native
and author of Searchers in Winter:
A Novel of Napoleon’s Empire, will
discuss the book with his sister,
bestselling author Alison Pataki, via
Crowdcast.

Robert Ryman

SAT 29

Altered States
BEACON
Noon – 5 p.m. Mother Gallery
1154 North Ave. | 845-236-6039
mothergallery.art
Work by Adriana Farmiga
and Yuri Masnyj will be on view
through June 27.

TALKS & TOURS
Searchers in Winter

KIDS & FAMILY
SAT 22

Ree Play Sale
BEACON
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. University
Settlement Camp | 724 Wolcott Ave. |
weeplayproject.org
Find gently used clothing, toys
and gear for children at this annual
sale to support recreation activities
and improve play areas in local
parks. Also SUN 23.
TUES 25
SAT 22

Pictorial Tour of Beacon

FORT MONTGOMERY
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Fort Montgomery
690 Route 9W | 845-446-2134
parks.ny.gov
Learn how tools such as the flax
break and scutching knife were
used to turn flax into linen thread
during the colonial era.

BEACON
7 p.m. Beacon Historical Society
beaconhistorical.org
Dave Turner, a Beacon resident
and collector and dealer of old
photographs, will outline the city’s
transformation from colonial
outpost to factory town to modern
day. Register for Zoom link.

SAT 29

THURS 27

Colonial Flax Processing

A Walking Concert
BEACON
11 a.m. Riverfront Park
2 Red Flynn Drive | howlandmusic.org
In this Classics for Kids program,
reserve a slot online to stroll
around the park and enjoy live
performances. Free

Racial Inequities in
Bicycling
POUGHKEEPSIE
5 p.m. Scenic Hudson
scenichudson.org
Charles Brown, founder of
Equitable Cities, will discuss ways
to end racial injustice in the cycling
community in this webinar.

SAT 29

Colonial Blacksmithing
FORT MONTGOMERY
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Fort Montgomery
690 Route 9W | 845-446-2134
parks.ny.gov
Watch craftspeople demonstrate

(Continued on Page 13)
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Supermoon Night Hike
WAPPINGERS FALLS
8:30 p.m. Stony Kill
79 Farmstead Lane | stonykill.org
Bring a flashlight and explore the Muller
Pond Trail in this guided hike. Cost: $5
SAT 29

France’s Role in the American
Revolution
NEWBURGH
2 p.m. Washington’s Headquarters
facebook.com/washingtonsheadquarters
In this virtual program, learn why France
came to our aid during the Revolution and
how it provided assistance.

MUSIC
SAT 22

Deni Bonet with Chris Flynn
PUTNAM VALLEY
6:30 p.m.
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
729 Peekskill Hollow Road
tompkinscorners.org
The singer/songwriter and violinist will
perform quirky, melodic and fun folk-rock for
all ages on the lawn with Flynn, a guitarist
and singer. Cost: $20 donation
SUN 23

Junction Trio
KATONAH
3 p.m. Caramoor | caramoor.org
Violinist Stefan Jackiw will perform in a
livestream with pianist Conrad Tao and cellist
Jay Campbell. The program includes work by
Shostakovich and Beethoven. Cost: $15 to $45

HIGHLAND STUDIO

PRIN TMAKERS
FINE ART
PRINTING
SCANNING

LARGE FORMAT
HUDSON VALLEY’S
ARCHIVAL PRINTING
SINCE 1997
PICTURE FRAMING
print & map gallery

84 5 - 8 0 9 - 5 1 7 4
31 ST E P HA NIE L A NE
CO LD S P R ING, NY

www.thehighlandstudio.com

SUN 23

Cassatt String Quartet and
Ursula Oppens
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
alivemusica.org
In this livestream, Oppens, a pianist, will
perform with the quartet in an all-female
program that includes Amy Beach’s Piano
Quintet in F-sharp Minor and the online
premiere of Blue and Green Music for string
quartet by composer Victoria Bond. Cost: $20
donation
THURS 27

The Valley Hour
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
thevalleyhour.com
Hosts Annalyse and Ryan present the
season finale of this livestream series with
Bees in the Barn and Sarah Browne.

CIVIC
SAT 22

Rep. Maloney Town Hall
NEWBURGH
11 a.m. Unico Park | 60 Front St.
Sean Patrick Maloney, a Democrat whose
U.S. House district includes the Highlands,
will “give constituents an opportunity to voice
their concerns.”
SUN 23

M ay 21, 2021 13
MON 24

City Council
BEACON
7 p.m. Via Zoom
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov
TUES 25

Board of Trustees
COLD SPRING
7:30 p.m. Via Zoom
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

Rep. Maloney Town Hall
CARMEL
1:30 p.m. Memorial Park
201 Gipsy Trail Road

Pictorial Tour of Beacon, May 25

STAGE & SCREEN
FRI 28

Grease
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Story Screen Drive-In
724 Wolcott Ave. | 845-440-7706
storyscreendrivein.square.site
The drive-in returns for a second season
with this classic 1978 musical romance
starring John Travolta and Olivia NewtonJohn. Also SAT 29, SUN 30. Cost: $10 ($8
children, seniors, military)

Superior
Painting
& Home
Improvement
Custom Interior &
Exterior Painting
& Staining
FREE ESTIMATES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

SAV
15% OE!
FF
ALL
SP

R
Carpentry
PA I N T I N G
I
& STA NG
INING
Tile
Power Washing
Deck Restoration
Handyman
Sheet Rock & Taping
Wallpaper Removal
& Installation
Cabinet Refinishing and
Painting

Call Today!

914-490-0064
ANTHONY PEZZULLO, COLD SPRING
SUPERIORPAINT25@OPTONLINE.NET
PCC#5893
WC27102H12
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Out There

Into the (Local)
Woods
By Brian PJ Cronin

My 9-year-old
son has climbed
some of the highest mountains in
the Catskills. But if
you gave him a choice of
a one-hour local hike or a three-hour visit
to the dentist, I’m pretty sure he’d pick the
dentist.
As a master of efficiency, he manages to
pack a week of complaining into the time
it takes him to put on his hiking shoes. He
will remind me several thousand times
throughout the hike that walking down at
Dennings Point or even around the neighborhood is the last thing in the world he
would like to be doing and is taking away
from valuable Minecraft-and-Hanging-Outwith-Cats time.
And yet there he was last weekend,
bounding through the Highlands, yelling
not that this was torture, but for me and
my girlfriend to keep up. I would like to
say that this sea change was the result of
excellent parenting, but even for a column
that The Current labels as opinion, that’s
a mighty stretch. I think it was mostly
because we weren’t just hiking, we were
looking for clues.
We were on the Highlands Trail in Philipstown as part of what the Haldane School
Foundation hopes will become an annual
event: The Haldane Geocache Hike. As Ezra
Clementson, one of its trustees, explained,
the foundation usually raises money by
having “big, killer parties” that were killed
by the pandemic. HSF hopes the parties
will return in the fall, but in the meantime
it had to figure out how to have an event
that people could take part in, on their own,
outside, anytime they wanted.
A plan was hatched: First, a raffle that
anyone can enter. Then, if you want to
improve your odds, find clues in the woods.
Participants spent last weekend searching across three local trails where HSF had
hidden markers with QR codes. Every code

The Highlands Current
you scanned with your phone increased
your chances and gave you a clue to find
the next marker.
It was not quite “geocaching,” which typically refers to following GPS coordinates to
locate caches in which participants stash
tokens and tchotchkes such as toys, coins
or stamps. In March, when my son and girlfriend and I took a hike to find Putnam
County’s mysterious stone chambers, we
accidentally found a geocache stash within
a chamber wall. (My son located a particularly alluring pebble to leave for future
explorers.)
But no one was picking nits, because the
adventure was simple enough for kids to
get excited about, as evidenced by my son
bouncing ahead. He didn’t even know about
the prizes. He was just excited that instead
of one of Dad’s Dumb Boring Hikes, we
were on a Secret Scavenger Hunt. He was
excited about all the rocks, too. “It’s like
a rock playground,” Clementson acknowledged. “I lose my kids bouldering there.
Bonkers fun for kids.”
Clementson said HSF hopes to expand
the hike next year, including to some of
Fahnestock’s interior trails. Although
the hike does raise money, it’s also meant
to introduce locals to trails in their own
backyard. The hike we did, which started
on Fishkill Road, comprised a mile-long
section of the teal-blazed Highlands Trail, a

I lose my kids
bouldering
there. It’s bonkers fun.
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The writer’s son learns the rocky, wooded pleasures of the teal trail in Philipstown.


Photo by B. Cronin

of being in the woods, climbing on rocks,
looking for newts and examining plants. In
other words, it was perfect.
The state has joined Clementson in
urging hikers to look beyond the obvious. A campaign unveiled this week urges
hikers to seek out “trails less traveled.”
Its timing may not be a coincidence after
the announcement that the free permits
visitors needed on summer weekends to
visit the Blue Hole swimming hole in the
Catskills will now be required on week-

days, will extend to hiking trailheads on
that road and will cost $10.
I’ll have more to say about overcrowding
and the outdoors in the months to come,
but for now, it’s worth remembering that
however crazy Route 9D at Breakneck gets,
there’s still an embarrassment of great hikes
in the Highlands, all blazed and marked on
maps, waiting to be explored by families.
“Once you’re off Breakneck or Bull Hill,”
said Clementson, “it’s dynamite. It’s all
dynamite.”

~Ezra Clementson
work-in-progress that will connect Pennsylvania to Connecticut through New Jersey
and New York.
Clementson referred to the Highlands
Trail as a “secret,” which is true in the sense
that nobody seems to use it. While Breakneck Ridge, Mount Taurus and Mount
Beacon draw mobs of tourists on weekends, the rest of the trails remain sparsely
populated. Sometimes it’s easy to see why.
The Highlands Trail hike offers no Instagrammable views, no braggable amount
of vertical gain, and it’s hard to imagine
anyone traveling from far away for such a
short hike. So there was simply the quiet joy

The Real Estate Market is Booming!
Contact these top local agents to see the latest listings, or to sell your home

Krystal Campbell
BROKER | NOBLE SQUARE REALTY
krystal@noblesquarerealty.com | 845-401-9326
www.noblesquarerealty.com

Abbie Carey
HOULIHAN LAWRENCE | ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER
845-661-5438 | acarey@houlihanlawrence.com
www.abbiecarey.houlihanlawrence.com

Get Mail Delivery of

Ann McBride-Alayon
HUDSON RIVER LINE REALTY | REAL ESTATE BROKER
718-637-3143 | ann@hudsonriverlinerealty.com
www.hudsonriverlinerealty.com

highlandscurrent.org/md

Advertise your real estate business here.
CONTACT:

Michele Gedney

845-809-5584 | ads@highlandscurrent.org

highlandscurrent.org/ads
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A wide view of the exhibit 

Putnam at Play
History museum looks back
at leisure
By Alison Rooney

F

ew who move to this neck of the
woods fail to appreciate the landscape and its opportunities for
outdoor recreation. That has been a lure,
in fact, for centuries.
The Putnam History Museum’s latest
exhibit, Putnam at Play, makes this clear
in an overview of leisure and lifestyle in
Putnam County from the mid-19th through
the mid-20th centuries via everything
from vintage postcards, tickets, receipts,
advertising and early sports uniforms, to
a 19th-century model of the Hudson River
Dayline steamboat Mary Powell.
The museum notes that before the mid1800s, “leisure activities were typically
reserved for the wealthy, who had both the
time and means for recreation.” That began
to change as incomes rose and workdays
grew shorter. In addition, social constraints
loosened and recreational activities opened
up to women, though non-whites were still
largely excluded.
A list of leisure activities enjoyed at that
time sounds surprisingly similar to those of
today: hiking, swimming, cycling, strolling,
picnicking, ice skating, sleighing, hunting
and fishing.
The exhibit is organized by activity,
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Photo by Cassie Ward

rather than chronologically, and includes
automobiles, railroads, steamboats, river
ferries and other means of transportation;
winter recreation, camps, resorts, clubs,
estates and sports (recreational and spectator), such as baseball and cycling. There
is also information about the Green Book
travel guides, which provided information
on hotels, restaurants and other facilities at
which Black travelers were welcome during
the Jim Crow era.
Nick Capicotto, the museum’s temporary education and program manager,
who assisted with research, artifact selection and installation, was struck by the
present-day parallels. “In the late 19th and
early 20th century, more people were doing
office jobs, and they were made conscious
of being cooped up all day inside and the
effect on their health,” he said. “Putnam
County was promoted for its fresh, natural air, hiking trails and recreation on the
river. We found a guide called Health and
Pleasure published by the New York Central
Railroad in 1893.”
John Duncan, the museum’s collection
manager, said that until about World War
II, Putnam had a “half tourist/half leisure
economy” but then shifted to a bedroom
community whose residents commuted
into New York City. “All transportation
and the initial activities started as elite,
then became more affordable,” he said.
“The rise of the middle class created fewer
working hours, an increase in income and
more leisure time. The estates were still
there, as were the traditional upper-class

The exhibit features a collection of exercise clubs such as those used at Bill Brown’s
Photo by A. Rooney
Physical Training Farm, a Garrison resort. They are swung in patterns. 

The exhibit includes vintage uniforms and other memorabilia.
leisure spots, but there was a growing
middle class.”
Duncan said the biggest surprise from his
research was that “there was an extremely
broad variety of specialized destinations
and activities; every tiny subsection of
every group you could think of was represented county-wise.”
Research for Putnam at Play was
done initially in person, then finished off
from home by Duncan and Executive Director Cassie Ward over the winter. Selecting
pieces to use was a challenge, according
to Duncan, “because there was such an
abundance of material. A lot of what you
see is from the mid-to-late 1800s. We probably could have filled this room up again a
second time.”
Capicotto estimates that as much as 85
percent of what is on display came from the
museum’s collections, with the balance on
loan from collectors. With the aid of several
college interns, the staff pored through the
collections, using dedicated archival aids to
make the boxes of documents more easily
searchable, until slowly the exhibit took
shape.
“It’s like writing a three-dimensional
research paper: you find all these sources,
then they dictate how the paper evolves,
and finally the overarching themes become
much more clear,” Duncan explained.
Capicotto was hired with a grant from
the National Endowment for the Humanities. Along with Putnam at Play, he has
worked on a permanent outdoor exhibit
on the West Point Foundry. There have
been seven such exhibits on the lawn of the
museum since October.
The museum also has a second exhibit,

Photo by A. Rooney

HerStory: Putnam County Women and
the Vote, which saw few visitors because of
the pandemic shutdown and so has been
extended.
Ward notes that, inadvertently, because
of the pandemic, much of Putnam at Play
has wound up being topical. “What’s interesting,” she said, “is how outdoor recreation
and back-to-nature started to have its day
in the sun again this past year, with everyone feeling cooped up and wanting to be
in nature, so this showing of the origins of
recreation here became timely.”
The Putnam History Museum, at 63
Chestnut St. in Cold Spring, is open from
noon to 4 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday.
Admission is free, although a $5 donation
is suggested. Pandemic safety precautions
are in place. Groups should make reservations by calling 845-265-4010.

A local band poses outside Philipstown
Town Hall during the 19th century.


Putnam History Museum
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What’s Old is New A gain
Photos by Ross Corsair

T

he owners of vintage cars and trucks gathered on May 12 at the
Beacon Elks Lodge for the first time since before the pandemic to
admire engines, tail fins and perfect paint jobs. The car cruises
will continue weekly on Wednesday (weather permitting) through Sept.
29 from 5 to 9 p.m. at 900 Wolcott Ave. Admission is free; registration
for vehicle owners is $5.

highlandscurrent.org
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Does the Man Owe
You Money?
$5.8 million in unclaimed funds due
Highlands residents
By Chip Rowe

E

ach year, we publish a list of some of the thousands of people
and businesses in the Highlands who are owed money by
New York State. The state comptroller maintains a database
of checks — utility refunds, the balance of forgotten bank accounts,
stock dividends, insurance payouts, security deposits, unused gift
cards — that for whatever reason were returned to sender.
Companies are required by law to report dormant accounts to
the state and, if the owner can’t be located, turn over the funds to
the comptroller. The agency maintains a public database of these
“unclaimed funds” to match lost money with lost people.
These are the contents of 2,396 dormant accounts owed to
current and former Cold Spring and Philipstown residents and
businesses, with a value of $1.47 million; 1,579 accounts worth
$849,000 owed to Garrison residents; and 6,804 accounts worth
$3.52 million owed to Beacon residents, for a total of $5.8 million.
You can search for your name or organization at ouf.osc.state.
ny.us/ouf. If you are owed money, or you are the next-of-kin, you
complete a form that can usually be submitted online but in some
cases must be mailed. Call 800-221-9311 with questions.
The list below includes names from the Highlands added to the
state database in 2020. For lists dating to 1985, see highlandscurrent.org.

COLD SPRING

ALTUCHER JAMES
AMERICAN UNITY FUND
ANIMAL HOSPITAL OF
COLD SPRING
ATTANASIO JANICE A
BARTH MARTIN
BERNER NANCY M
BERNER RICHARD
BERNER THOMAS R
BIAFORE JASON A
BLANCH CLARK C
BLANCH RICHARD
BOOTH ANN
BUCKNER MEGHAN
BUHRE JAMES
BURKE KEVIN
CALANDRILLO
MATTHEW P
CALAZ DOMINGOS
CALLAGHAN CHRISTIAN
CAMPBELL ALEXANDER
CARUFE HELEN R
CARUFE JAMES R
CHAMP MICHAEL
CHIGAS OLIVIA
CIMINO VINNY
CLINTON CHRISTINE
COLD SPRING DEPOT
COLD SPRING DONUTS
COLETTA JOHN J
CONKLIN GEORGE N
COOK EDWARD J
COOK GLORIA M
DIGIGLIO JOSEPH A
DISTEFANO K
DONOVAN TERENCE
DUNCAN CONSTANCE
EDWARDS SAM
ELTAHER JULIE
ELVIN ALBURN H
EMMONS DONALD F
FARQUHARSON EMMA J
FELICIANO NANCY
FEUER CHRISTINE S
FIDELITY INVESTMENTS
FLAHERTY DEBORAH M
FLAHERTY WILLIAM M
FONDA CLAYTON C

FONDA MARY J
FREDERICKS SIENNA R
FREDRICKS DEVON
FULLAM MARY A
GILLESPIE ELIZABETH
GRANT KATHY
GROD JOHN
GROSSO CHARLENE
GUARAGNA KATHERINE
HALDANE HIGH SCHOOL
HALPIN MICHAEL G
HAMILTON CHARLES
HANNON JANE
HAVILAND STEPHANIE
HAWKINS EVAN
HEDGES ERIN B
HEDGES LUKE S
JACK WEINSTEIN
JENSEN CELIA
JOHNSON SCHMIDT
ELIZABETH J
JONES ALANNA M
JORDAN JESSICA S
KAVANA LOWELL W
KENDRICK TAYLOR
LAROCCO ELISE
LEE HARTFORD JUHEE
LIJOI JOHN
LUCAS JOHN
LUCHETTA JOSEPH L
LYONS HAROLD D
MALONEY KATHLEEN
MARDIX RON
MEEROPOL IVY E
MERANDO TINA
MILLS JOHN G
MILLS JOHN G
MULLER JENNIFER
MUNIZ MARIA F
MURPHY TEDDY
NIEVES LAURA L
NIEVES ROBERT C
ON AIR ENGINEERING
OSTROW SANDRA L
OSULLIVAN PATRICK
PARISI DEBRA
PHILLIPS DIANE M
PHILLIPS JEFFREY D
PIDALA ANITA
PIDALA JOSEPH A

PINTO CHRISTOPHER E
PROCOPIO FOOD SERVICE
PULETZ SHERYL
REEVES SARAH
RICO INDUSTRIES
RUDOLPH RICHARD
RYZY RYSKI ALBERT
RYZY RYSKI FORREST
SADDER ANITA G
SANTORO JANET IRA
SAVASTANO KRISTOPHER
SCHAEFER CAROLYN
SCHILLER MICHAEL I
SCHLITZER MARY C
SEDDON KLARA
SHEERAN JOHN
SHIELDS PATRICK O
SILVERSTEIN QUINIAN
SKINNER ANDREW
SKINNER RAPHAELITA
SNK FARM
SPRATT MARY
STANCOS AUTO BODY
STEPHENS HEIDI
T WEBBER PLUMBING &
HEATING
TAYLOR HARRY
TIFFANY MILLER
MAXWELL T
TOMIZAWA PAUL
TOMIZAWA RINCON
JULISA
TOMLINS RICHARD E
TRAINA PATRICIA J
TURNER BRITTNEY
VALENTINE RICHARD
VANDERMERWE STEPHEN
VASSARI WILLIAM P
VITANZA DAVID G
VITIELLO ANNE
VOLKMANN FRANK
WARM MARK
WEINPAHL DAVID A
WEINSTEIN LINDA M
WHITE SHARR
WOELTZ JESSIE
WOJTUSIAH KAREN
WOJTUSIAK KAREN
YOUNGER CHARLES D
YOUNGER MILAGROS M

GARRISON

ADAMS MICHELE
AMTER KEVIN
BAKKER CATHERINE
BALTER LEE
BARBOUR CELIA M
BARUAH MONA
BASTIAN HEATHER
BELK MARCUS T
BREER EMILY
BUETI ANTHONY P
BUETI DOMINICK
BUKOWSKI GUSTAV
CARLUCCI ANTHONY P
CHRISTIAN JOHN
CHRISTOPHE BAISLEY
CONCETTA
CROSS TIMBERS
CONSTRUCTION
CULP ROBERT A
CURTIS ELLEN L
CUSUMANO LENNY
DALE GEORGE S
DEPALMA SUSAN
DONAHUE ELLEN
DUBOIS DEREK
DUNN JOSEPH P
DUNNE ALLISON
ENDRES THOMAS J
ERICKSON PENOLOPE B
FAHERTY MARTIN P
FARRE ALEXANDER H
FERGUSON RICHARD D
FITZGERALD BRIAN
FRASER HOLLY A
FREEMAN ROBERT
GALLIGAN JAMES
GALLUP KATHERINE
GARCIA JEFFREY
GELBER JOEL D
GLASSMAN BENJAMIN
GRIMMER IMOGENE
HAY JULIE
HEADY MARYBETH
HIGGINS ROBERT
JAMES JESSICA
JESZECK KATHLEEN H
JESZECK STEVEN W
JOHNSON PETER
JONES FREDRIC L
JONES KEVIN
KAYLOR JAMES
KILDORRERY SHANBALLY
KOHLER PATRICIA M
LANT DAVID
LAWLESS IAN
LEARDI STEVEN
LEARDI TRICIA A
LEGGIERO DENICE
LEONARD ANTHONY
LICHTENSTEIN PHYLLIS H
LINARES VIVIAN
LOMBARDI CHRISTOFER
LOUNSBURY AARON
LUNDGARDH JACK
MADISON SUDOL
SUZANNE T
MAIETTA RALPH
MALZO JOSEPH
MCCAFFREY BOB
MCLOUGHLIN
MARGARET M
MEYER JEFFREY D
MIGLIORE MARY
MILLER LOUIS J
MORAN ALEXANDER E
NEILL BEN
O’TOOLE TYLER
OROURKE ANN
ORTIZ MONICA
OSBORNE FOR COUNTY
CLERK
PEPARO MICHAEL A
PEPE ANDREW R
PORTMAN LAUX
CATHERINE
RAFFERTY MARYELLEN
ROBINSON LISA
RODRIGUEZ JUAN
ROMER FRED
ROSOFF JEFFREY
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ROSOFF KATHRYN
ROWLEY ANNE MARIE
SABATINI KIMBERLY
SCHLEICHER WILLIAM G
SEACOR PATRICK
SHAFRAN RICHARD J
SHERMAN CONSTANCE
STEIN MONICA
STOLOWITZ DYLAN B
STRAUS SARENA
SWANSON NANCY
TIMMER ELLEN
TREJOS JAMES
TSE DORIS
TUDOR DEREK J
VALT THEA A
VARRICCHIO LOUIS J
VASELEKOS SUSAN
VELESACA DIGNA M
WAWAK PHYLLIS J
WEBSTER EDWIN
WEED PETER M
WESSELY JURGEN
WEST CON CONTRACTING
ZHININ FRANCISCO RAUL

BEACON

ABONGO JUDY
ADAMS VANESSA
ADDAE ENA
ADORNO CETERINO
ADP DINER INC
AHMED ALLAN
ALAJI QUEY
ALFORD MARIA
ALIJAJ FATMIRA
ALLEN KELSEY M
ANGELO LYNN
ANTALEK MICHELLE
ANTONATOS DEMETRIUS
ANTONATOS JUSTINE L
ANTONECCHIA CHRIS
ARCE JUAN
ARCE RALPH J
ARE TEMIDAYO M
ARNOLD ZACHARY
ARQUILLA AUGUSTINE J
ARTTALKCOM INC
AVEY KORA
AYMAR-BLAIR MICHAEL
BAGALA SERAFINA
BAJCAR SCOTT M
BAKER LINDA
BARDUA PHILLIP
BARKER CARL
BARNHART DAVID
BARRETT ANN
BARTON CAROLYN
BATISTA ESPERANZA D
BATTA LOU
BEACON C FAC ACAD
BEAMON TIMOTHY
BEBE BUNDLE STUDIO
BEDECARREERNST S K
BELLIS LAURA
BELTRAN ROSEMARY
BENEVENTO ANN
BENNETT MARISSA
BENNEY CATHERINE
BENTLEY CHARLES G
BERGIN BRENDON A
BERNACCHIA JARED
BESSOR MATTHEW J
BETHEA BRITTANY L
BIANCHI STACIE
BLANKEN DOROTHY
BODYSKOR LLC
BOERS BARBARA
BOGENSCHULTZ JANET
BONSANTI MARIA
BOSQUE RICHARD
BOYLE KAY
BRITTAIN CHARLES L
BROWN BREAD AND VON
HOLT
BRYAN JOHN H
BUETI CARL
BULLERS BRITTANY
BURGOA BARBARA
BURKE TWINKLE D
BURNS SHARON

BUTLER CHRISTOPHER
BYRNE HARRY J
CADER RHEYAN
CAHILL MICHAEL
CAPORALE JOHN A
CAPORALE KATHY
CARDINALE BRENDA
CARK JUSTIN
CARLSON JOHN
CARPINO JASON K
CARRERAS MARIAH A
CASALINO ALESANDRA
CASTREJON BALBUENA
MONICA
CAZARESFLORES C I
CERVONE ANTHONY
CERVONE GERARDO J
CHOP CORP LLC
CHRINIAN GERARD
CICALESE DIANA
CICERON GESSY
CIPOLLA EDWARD
CIRALLI ANTHONY
CLARK MELISSA C
COAXUM DIAMOND
COHEN MUSGROVE
DEBORAH
COLLINS KYLE
COLTON ELIZABETH A
COLUCCI JENNIFER
CONKLIN LAUREN
CONTE TAYLOR E
COOPER NICHOLAS
CORSON SAI
CRISSMAN DANIEL R
CRISSMAN SAMANTHA D
CRONAN KATHY
CRUZ HECTOR
CRYSTALS FLOWERS &
GIFTS
CUEVAS LUIS R
CURRAN PAULA C
DACEY JOHN W
DAHL LARRY S
DAHL MARIANNE
DANDREANO JACOLYN H
DANDREANO WILLIAM M
DANIEL WILENCHIK
DARHANSOFF LOUISE
DAVENPORT DEVIN
DAVIS GREENE ELLINOR
DAVIS GREENE WILLIAM
DAVIS JOHN
DAVIS KENNETH
DAVIS LUCIANNA
DEGELORMO MALORIE
DEINES JUSTIN
DELANEY CHRISTINE
DELBENE CHARLES R
DELCONTE LOUIS R
DENICOLAIS BRETT A
DESSANTI DIANNE M
DESSUS JESSIE
DEVIDO CHRISTINA
DICKINSON MAGGIE
DIEDRICH ANNA M
DIKA ISMAIL
DIPOMPO ELIZABETH
DIPOMPO MICHAEL
DORION DOREEN
DORTCH LISA C
DUNDERDALE MARIANNA
DUNN RICHARD J
DYSARD SEAN
EDMOND TIMOTHY
EGAN CHRISTY A
EGAN THOMAS A
EGER DAVID
EISENHOWER DAVE V
ELLER MANFRED
ELLIOTT MARIA P
ELLISON JACQUELINE
ERICSON NANCY J
EST TERESA S
ESTELA ROSE
EVANS BRIANNE
EVANS JOHN J
FAISON JAMES
FAJARDO SHAWNA
FALZONE JILLIAN
FAMILY DOLLAR
FASANO MICHAEL D

FASS KEVIN J
FASULO JOHN
FELTON ALANA
FERNANDEZ JOSE A
FINCHAM CHARLES W
FISH KEVIN D
FISHKILL CTR FOR
REHABAND
FOLEY MARY T
FORDE IEISHA M
FOSGATE JAMIE
FRANCIS COREY
FRASIER AMANDA E
FRATTURA MARIANA S
G P ABINGDON BEACON
LLC
GALENA ASSOCIATES LLC
GALLEGO PEDRO S
GANTT TANISHA
GEDMINAITE ZOFIJA
GERSH AARON
GHORMOZ EMMANUEL A
GIANNELLI JAKIA
GIBBS RYAN
GIRON ALBERTO
GOBBI LOUISE
GOLDBERG STACIE J
GOLEMBIEWSKI DANIEL J
GOMEZ DENISE M
GOODALL JOHN
GRAMERCY
PSYCHOLOGICAL
SERVICES
GREEN FRANK
GREEN GARDNER
GROSBARD SIM L
GURWITZ ANDREW
GUTIERRZMNRYDLPZ K G
GUZMAN DIXON
HAIGHT BRIAN D
HALVEY KATHIE
HALVEY PAT
HALVEY PETER
HANNAH FREDDIE
HARKINS BETTY
HARKINS BETTY H
HARRIS RENEEYA N
HARRISTHOMPSON
WESLY
HAVARD ELLA
HEADY ROSEMARY
HENGSTLER CHRISTINE
HENKE CHRISTINA D
HERBER FRANKLIN
HERNANDEZ STEVEN A
HERSON ELIZABETH
HIBBS AMANDA
HINCHEY ANITA
HIXSON SOMMER
HOLLAND MELISSA
HOPKINS GEORGE
HORAN BEATRICE E
HUDSON TILLMAN
HUGHES DOLORES
HUMBERT LAMONT
HYLTON JOSHUA
IN PROGRESSIVE HEALTH
MANAGEMENT
INGLES JUAN A
JAMES JOHNSON ADULT
NITA HEDGEWOOD
JENNER JOHN
JENNINGS GEORGE
JENNINGS TIMOTHY
JIMENEZ WARREN
JOHNSON DURELL M
JOHNSON JOHN W
JOHNSTON PIERCE
JOINER GEORGE S
JONES QWINTONA S S
JORDAN ANN C
JOYCE TIMOTHY J
KABA JENABOU
KAYS DEBORAH M
KEATING JOSEPH
KELLY MARQUITA
KITZROW GERALD
KNAPP JESSICA D
KRASINSKI AMY
KRASNIQI SHEFQET
KURZ BRIAN T
LAFFERTY ANN C
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LAGOY LINDA N
LAMBRECHT PATRICK A
LANCASTER DONALD
LAVALLEE GREGORY C
LEE SEUNG
LETTERIO VIRGINIA
LEWIS KESEAN
LINDENBAUM GROSBARD
SIMONE
LINDENBAUM KAREN
LINDNER ROSINA F
LIOCE MICHAEL
LIS FRANCES
LOCKWOOD JACK
LOPEZ ZORAIDA I
LUCAS NICOLE M
LUCAS PATRICK T
LUGO KAREN
LUNA LEILANI
LUSTER TAVON
LUTHER DELOS D
LYNCH SUKRUEDEE
LYONS LYNN A
MACAVERY LENA M
MAKOULAKAUD KONE
MALDONADO ERIKA
MALLOY LASHAWN
MALONEY MICHELLE
MANGLASS PAUL
MANN JESSICA L
MANOS JOANNA
MARISA
MARMOLEJO KEYIA A
MARTIN JULIA
MARTIN SEAN
MARTINEZ V
MARTINEZ SANTANA JOSE
MATTRACION KYLE
MAYERS JOSHUA H
MAYFIELD CLIFFORD

MAZZURCO MICHAEL
MCALPINE ROBERT
MCCAIN PENELOPE
MCCALL COLUMBUS
MCCARTHY TERENCE
MCCORMICK BRIAN
MCCULLOUGH HAZEL
MCCULLOUGH MICHAEL
MCELDUFF DANIEL
MCGRATH BRENDAN
MCNAIR GLORIA
MCNAIR MICOL J
MCNAUGHTON JOSEPHINE
MEACHAM MAKAYLA
MELFI JOSEPH
MENDOZA D
MENGAY DONALD H
MENU MESSENGERS
MERLINO FRANK E
MEYER CURT
MICHEL ERIC
MIEMIS KARLIS
MIEMIS VENESSA M
MILLER DERRICK
MILLER PETER C
MITCHELL ONEIL D
MOFFAT LORRAINE
MONROE HEATHER L
MONTGOMERY DARRYL L
MORALES ANGEL
MORALES DOMINGO
MORALES JOSE
MORAN ROBERT
MORE TOM
MORENOFF DEANA
MORRISON SAMANTHA
MORROW MCAULEY
ALYSSA A
MOUNT BEACON INCLINE
RAILWAY RESTORATION

MUCA ERIKA L
MUCHOW KARL F
MUNOZ KENNETH
MURPHY DANIEL
MUSCAT CHRIS
NEATH ROXANNE
NEMMI DELI AND PIZZA
NEWMAN TRACEY
NIDAL HASSEN
NOEL ANTHONY
NUSSBAUM BRUCE
OBREGON DEBRAH
OHARA MELISSA A
OLEARY MARY
OO HAN M
OREGO ROSALBA
ORIS CHARLES
ORR JUSTIN
PARANAVITHANE
MENASHA
PARKER SARAH
PATRICIA JACKSON
PATRICK GLORIA A
PATTERSON JEANNE
PAVELOCK PAMELA J
PECKRON TIMOTHY
PELAIA CAROLE J
PELLICANE COURTNEY
PENDLETON DAWN
PENZETTA DOMINICK
PERLES JANET M
PETERSON SEAN
PINNOCK BETTY
POWELL ANDREA
POWELL ARDAL
PREYS ALEX
PRICE DYLAN
PRICE JACKSON S
PROVENZANO ELLEN
QUINN RENEE R

RAMIREZ HECTOR L
RAMIREZ J E
RBPC CONSULTING
RED CARDINAL
HOLDINGS
REDA ANTHONY R
REDA DIANNE M
REED VANESSA
RENBARGER HELEN
RESEK HELEN P
RESTO LUZ
RESTO RAUL
REY MARKIS
REYNOLDS THOMAS
RHODIE CURTIS
RICCARDI MARIO
RICOTTILLI NUNZIO
RIGGS BRIAN
RIOFRIO HECTOR
RIOFRIO VIVIAN
RIVERA DOMINIQUE
RIVERA LUZ
ROBINSON JAVON
ROBINSON KOZIEM
ROBINSON TODD
ROD JAMES P
RODRIGUEZ CARLOS M
RODRIGUEZ GABRIEL A
RODRIGUEZ NILDA
RODRIGUEZ TAMI
ROGERS DEVON D
ROGERS JANEVETT
ROGERS NOEL R
ROGOVIN CATHERINE
RONDA MARK
ROSS STAJA
ROSSINI STEPHEN
ROTH RAMSEY S
ROZENTAL ROTEM
RUBIN ASSOCIATES
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INTERNATIONAL LAW
RUNION NICOLE
RUSSELL LAROY
S & S CLEANING
SAHA EILEEN
SALES BONNIE
SALMELA KATARINA
SALVAS PAUL
SANCHEZ CHANNING J
SANTORELLI JEFFREY L
SANTORELLI JOSEPH
SAWAI YUKIKO
SCHECTER JULIE
SCOFIELD MARYELLEN
SCONZO JOY
SEXY NAILS
SHANTA 11B2360
SHARMA SAHIL K
SHTANAJ SHUKRI
SIEBERT KENNETH B
SIEGEL ARYEH J
SIEGEL IRINA N
SIERRAMALDANDO
JONATHAN
SIGURES JASMINE
SIMON GEMMA
SIMONS DEBORAH J
SMITH ALEXANDER
SMITH DAVID
SMITH KELLY
SMITH MIRIAM
SMITH NATHAN A
SMITH NYSEK
SMITH PEARL
SMITH RICHARD
SMITH RONALD
SNELL SCOTT D
SOUTH AVENUE
ELEMENTARY
SOUTH AVENUE PTA

SPERANO JACK
STANKOWSKI
CATHERINE
STEINARD BERYL
STRIMLING MUCHO
JODY L
STROMAN SHAYLA E
STRONCONI RENE L
SUMNER HOLLY R
SWEAT PEARLIE
TACURI SINCHI JUAN V
TANAKA KAREN
TANCREDI KATHLEEN A
TARA T ROGERS
RM TRUST
TAYLOR J J
TEDESCO LUCIA
TENGSTROM MARY C
TFBNJ VENTURES LLC
THOMPSON CARLA J
TICEHURST F G
TITANIC ROBERT
TOGLIA MICHAEL
TOMLINS FRANKLIN H
TOMPKINS CAITLYN
TOMPKINS TERRACE
TOSCANO FRANCESCA
TRAVIGLIA GINNY
TRAVIGLIA VIRGINIA A
TRINIDAD MADELINE
TURNER AIRIDA
TURNER PAUL
VALENTI GEORGE L
VALENZUELA LAURA
VALVERDE JUAN J
VAN DUSER JAMES P
VANNOY IMAN
VANVLACK BARBARA A
VANVLACK THEODORE D
VARAS PATRICK J

VARGAS JOEY
VERMEHREN EDWARD P
VIERA GLADYS R
VILLANI ROCCO
VOGEL PHARMACY
VOGRINCIC NESTOR G
WAITE DEVIN J
WALKER ALAETRA
WALTER VIVIAN
WARREN LAVAR
WASSI MARY A
WASSWEILER WILLIAM
WAY OSUBA MELISSA
WEGLINSKI JOSEPH E
WEGLINSKI THOMAS M
WEYANT LAUREN M
WILCOX JESSICA L
WILCOX SHAWN C
WILKERSON SHABAR
WILLIAMS CECIL F
WILLIAMS DENISE E
WILLIAMS LATWUANDA
WILLIAMS MARQUIS
WILLIAMS REYNOLD M
WILLIAMS RUFUS
WILLIAMS VILMA A
WILSON ELIZABETH L
WINGATE AT
SAINT FRANCIS
WOODBURY CONSULTING
WORTHY ALYSE
WYCHE VINESSA
WYLDE DEBRA J
WYNN CHANNING O
YBARRA EDWARD
YEKEL ROBERT E
YNIGUEZ GERALDINE V
YOUNG ALBERT
YOUNG VERA
ZHININ LUIS A

Travel with
Confidence
with our
Out of Area
Protection Plan
If the unexpected
occurs and you’re
75+ miles from home,
our plan will cover it.
Lifetime coverage.

CALL TODAY TO
LEARN MORE:
(845) 831-0179
55 Teller Ave. Beacon, NY, 12508
LibbyFuneralHome.com

20 M ay 21, 2021

The Highlands Current

Looking Back in Beacon
By Chip Rowe

Editor’s note: Beacon was created in 1913
from Matteawan and Fishkill Landing.
150 Years Ago (May 1871)
According to an account in the Poughkeepsie Eagle, two inmates at the Dutchess
County poorhouse who fell in love — Jerry
Morris, who was “well read in the history of nations and could translate French
and German stories,” and Ella Cronine,
“who showed proficiency in painting” and
“knew much of embroidery” — escaped
together when Morris was told he could
not leave. The couple arranged through
notes to meet “near the madhouse,” hid
in the woods overnight and boarded an
early-morning train to Fishkill Landing,
where they caught a steamer to New York
City. They apparently were not pursued by
county officials.
125 Years Ago (May 1896)
Minnie Schatzle sued the Village of
Matteawan for $20,000, saying she had
tripped on a defective Fountain Street
sidewalk, spraining her hip.
Ernest Arnheim, the son of a millionaire cap manufacturer in New York City,
was convicted of forgery but declared insane and sent to Matteawan asylum. According to one account, “a fast life is said
to have caused his mental derangement.”
W. H. Dibble, who owned a hotel in Matteawan, was arrested and charged with
violating a newly passed state liquor law
by serving alcohol on Sunday. It was the
first prosecution in Dutchess County under the law, which raised the drinking age
from 16 to 18 and prohibited alcohol sales
on Sunday except in hotels with at least 10
rooms if served with free meals. (Saloon
owners began adding small, barely fur-

Ambrose Monell died in 1921 at the Craig
House sanitarium as a result of “war
strain.”

nished rooms and offering complimentary
sandwiches.)
Three residents of Matteawan were
driving a wagon to Poughkeepsie when
a front wheel fell off and the team broke
into a gallop. All three were thrown from
the wagon and seriously injured; they
were taken to a nearby hotel to recover.
100 Years Ago (April 1921)
Ambrose Monell, the former president
of the International Nickel Co., died at age
48 of what The New York Herald described
as “war strain” after coming to Beacon to
take a “rest cure” at the Craig House sanitarium. Monell had served as president of
the nickel company until 1917, when he resigned to become a colonel in the aviation
service of the U.S. Army, organizing and
training bombing squadrons in France,
according to the Ambrose Monell Foundation, which his widow founded in 1956
to fund medical research. At his death,
Monell’s estate was valued at $20 million
(about $300 million today).
The Poughkeepsie Eagle-News reported
losses attributed to the rage for toy balloons: A Beacon woman lost a watch and a
Vassar student lost a diamond ring when
the items became entangled in the strings
and floated away.
Following a burglary at Beacon High
School, the school board took out an insurance policy to cover thefts. The board
president argued it was unnecessary, noting the school had a 24-hour guard.
Clinton Gardner broke his arm while
cranking his automobile. [Before the electric starter was invented, a driver had to
connect the hand crank to the crankshaft
and wind it to start the engine. But any
kickback could break an arm, wrist or
thumb.]
Alice Barker of Beacon received
$480,000 under the terms of the will of
her father, George Hearn, a dry goods
merchant in New York City. His estate was
valued at $7 million, of which $1.4 million
was invested in federal Liberty bonds to
support the war effort.
Ten men, including the mayor and supervisor, traveled to New York City to hear
an address by President Warren Harding,
who arrived on the presidential yacht to
attend a memorial service for the war
dead. “We shall never be called upon to
make war again so long as God and men
rule together,” Harding said.
Jimmy Shields of Beacon faced Jimmy
White of Hudson at a social club in Newburgh; the winner was promised a match
against Johnny Martin, the lightweight
champion of the Hudson Valley.
A road was under construction on
Mount Beacon that would connect the
Beaconcrest hotel and the DAR monument. It was hoped it could be extended
to the Post Road to allow access by car.
A state appeals court agreed to hear
an appeal in a lawsuit against the city
that had gone on for five years. Veronica
Meyers initially sued Beacon in 1916 for

$10,000 after she said she tripped on an
icy sidewalk on Main Street. A jury awarded her $2,500, which was reversed on appeal; a second jury awarded her $5,315.
Mary Toth, an employee of the Glenham Embroidery Co., was taken to Vassar
Brothers Hospital after she accidentally
swallowed a pin. An X-ray showed it in
her stomach; doctors prescribed “natural
methods” to remove it.
75 Years Ago (April 1946)
The state agreed to a five-year lease on
a three-acre tract at Memorial Park to
build 50 housing units in Army barracks
for returning soldiers. At the same time,
George Van Voorhis and Roy Ketcham
broke ground on a 100-home development
on a 40-acre tract on Route 52 just outside
Beacon.
Beacon asked Dutchess to allow it to
become part of the county welfare district. The city had been taking care of its
own home relief, old-age assistance and
hospitalizations, while the county administered child welfare and paid the cost of
tuberculosis patients.
Pete Carter, the Beacon High basketball
coach, said he would leave in September
to become the athletic director of the 23
schools in York, Pennsylvania.
Floyd Callahan, executive officer of the
Matteawan National Bank, was elected
president of the school board. He succeeded Carl Gurnee, who retired after 15 years.
[The mayor appointed board members,
who elected their leaders.]

highlandscurrent.org

age. She had only a week’s supply left.
A patrol officer spotted two Poughkeepsie runaways, both age 8, two days
after a man said he had dropped them
at Bank Square. The driver said he had
seen the boys walking barefoot on the
railroad tracks and, concerned, offered
them a ride. The boys said they slept for
two nights in an abandoned automobile.
Family members spent hours searching
the Hudson River, fearing the boys had
drowned.
The general manager of Plant 2 of the
Dennings Point Brickworks north of the
city, the only brick manufacturer still operating in the area, said he could not address rumors that it was for sale. Plant 1,
at Dennings Point, had shut down when
its clay deposit was exhausted.
After four years of Army service, Melio
Bettina was training for a chance at the
World Light Heavyweight boxing title. “I
was signed twice to fight [Joe] Louis, and
twice the fight failed to come off,” he said.
“The leading heavyweights seem afraid of
me because of my ring style” as a leftie.
50 Years Ago (April 1971)
The school board made its case to voters to approve $8.5 million for a new high
school and swimming pool, noting that
the current school was 10 percent over capacity and located on just 2.5 acres. Only
two of the six candidates for the school
board supported the plan, and voters
turned it down by a 2 to 1 margin.
The school board approved a $5.18 mil-

A road was under construction 100 years ago to connect the Beaconcrest hotel on
Beacon Historical Society
Mount Beacon with the DAR monument.
A Beacon resident who worked at the
Hopewell Junction railroad yard was
killed and the driver of a Beacon laundry
truck was seriously injured in a fiery headon collision on the Hopewell-Beacon highway. The crash happened on the opening
day of a county traffic-safety campaign.
Deputy Fire Chief Van Norstrand was
seriously injured when he fell from the
roof of a porch at 34 N. Hamilton St.
while fighting a fire that killed a 41-yearold man.
Mrs. Valentine Gahnkin, who owned
200 hogs and pigs, said she was considering selling them because of a feed short-

lion budget that was 9.5 percent higher
than the year before but still included the
loss of nine jobs and cuts in the sports and
driver’s education programs.
Charles Kormondy, who operated his
own mobile meat market in Beacon for
more than 40 years, died at age 64.
Gov. Nelson Rockefeller announced
plans to transform Stewart Airport into
the state’s fourth major jetport. Mayor
Robert Cahill said he opposed the move,
which he felt would bring only noise, pollution and congestion on the two-lane
Beacon-Newburgh bridge. The governor
“has never shown any concern for people
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In 1946, the last operating plant of the
Dennings Point Brickworks was said to be
File photo by Michael Turton
for sale. 
in other things he has done, so I didn’t expect him to this time,” Cahill said.
The Poughkeepsie Journal reported on
a Pete Seeger concert at Vassar College:
“Strumming his banjo, Seeger moved immediately into a song about pollution;
in his lyrics, comic in style but tragic in
implications, he was sitting on his porch
in Beacon, looking down at the river, lamenting its condition while admiring the
view.”
Officials at Highland Hospital held an
open house to show off its $1.2 million,
third-floor addition, which included 44
beds and a generator.
Beacon native Digger Phelps was named
the basketball coach at Notre Dame after
a single season at Fordham, where his
team was 26-3. He hired Dick DiBiaso,
a former Beacon High School coach, as
one of his assistants. [Phelps coached the
Fighting Irish until 1991 and then was an
ESPN analyst until 2014.]
Two corrections officers at the Mat-

teawan State Hospital, including one who
lived in Cold Spring, were indicted on manslaughter charges for allegedly beating a
22-year-old inmate to death. The victim had
pleaded guilty to a narcotics charge but was
sent to Beacon after he was ruled mentally
incompetent. [Nearly two years later, a jury
acquitted both men.]
The Dutchess County Youth Board proposed testing a “no-bail” system in which
four municipalities, including Beacon,
would allow individuals accused of relatively minor crimes to be released until
trial if they could not afford bail.
Rep. John Dow helped break ground for
a 123-unit apartment building at Davies
and South avenues for lower-income residents. Twenty percent of the units were
set aside for people making $4,600 to
$6,000 (about $30,000 to $40,000 today)
and the remainder for families earning up
to $8,100 (about $53,000).
Price Brothers Co. of Dayton, Ohio, said
it planned to construct a concrete pressure
pipe plant on 60 acres north of Beacon.
A 26-year-old Beacon man accused of
sexual assault received a sentence of up to
three years. “You had no business in that
girl’s room at 3 a.m. with two others,” the
county judge said. The defendant said he
was innocent but “copped a plea” because
of his criminal record. “Who would believe me?” he asked.
The superintendent of schools asked
Beacon High School students to skip their
annual “skip” day, calling it a “frankly immature student practice,” especially with
a war going on.
Steven Quill, 22, a former Beacon High
School basketball star, drowned while
swimming in Fishkill Creek. An 18-yearold Poughkeepsie man who attempted to
rescue him also died.

Current Classifieds
SERVICES
HOUSEKEEPING AND OTHER SERVICES
— Available for cleaning, laundry, ironing,
accompanying patients to medical
appointments, business support, admin, data
entry or any local errands required in Cold
Spring, Garrison, Beacon and Fishkill. I am happy
to help whether for an hour or more; whatever
your needs are. Email sandiafonso70@gmail.
com or call 845-245-5976.
PSYCHOTHERAPY — Columbia University
PhD, fully licensed LCSW with 35 years of
psychotherapy experience in Putnam and
Westchester. Doctoral training in both research
and clinical cognitive behavioral therapy with
adults. Teaching, training and supervision
of other clinicians, Fordham, Columbia,
Lehman College. Accepting clients for online
psychotherapy via secure HIPPA-compliant
platform. Call to discuss how my qualifications
may meet your needs, 860-466-9528.
PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT BOOSTS WRITING
AND STUDY SKILLS — Take a little summer

time for a schoolwork brush-up, to be ready to
step up in the fall! Local expert coach in writing
and study-skills offers guidance to students
from middle school through graduate school.
NYU MA, editor, writer, educator, experienced
with kids and adult learners. Remote or inperson sessions. Email mrsgtutor888@gmail.
com or phone 914-443-4723.

HELP WANTED
GARDENER — Full-time, year-round gardener
position available in Garrison. Available
immediately to work with two other gardeners
on a large private property. Knowledge
of vegetable planting, weeding, pruning,
harvesting. Greenhouse management a
plus. If no experience, we will train. Salary
commensurate with experience. Spanishspeaking a plus. Personal references required.
Email application to dianaschulte3@gmail.com.
ASSISTANT GARDENER — Garrison/Cold
Spring area, 3 to 4 days per week, available
immediately to assist an experienced,
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Did You Fight in
World War II?
With the approach of Memorial
Day on May 31, the Beacon Historical Society is searching for World
War II veterans. Hundreds of the
city’s men and women enlisted or
were drafted during the war, and
67 Beacon men lost their lives. In
this photograph, taken about 1944,
five teenagers point to a victory
sign flying near Serino’s Grocery
at Wolcott and Hudson avenues.
The 31 stars represent the number
of people from the predominantly
Italian-A mer ican neighborhood then serving in the Armed
Forces. If you know a Beacon resident who served in World War II,
email Denise Doring VanBuren at
dvb1776@gmail.com.

25 Years Ago (April 1996)
The Beacon High School boys’ track
team defended its Class B title at the
Somers Invitational despite missing John
Robinson in the 100-meter dash because
he was taking the SAT. Robinson showed
up in time to win the 200 meters and the
long jump.
At a raucous school board meeting attended by about 120 people, residents argued for and against a proposed 4.7 per-

knowledgeable gardener on a private estate
(tasks include weeding, pruning, watering
etc.). Salary based on experience. References
required. Email resume and references to
lisannpetrini@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS —
Provide backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value). Request a free quote
today. Call for additional terms and conditions.
631-498-7851

FOR RENT
BEACON —Beautiful bright 1BR plus office,
hardwood flooring throughout, consists of
eat-in-kitchen, bathroom, living room, 2nd
floor has sitting/living room, bedroom and
office. Perfect place to live/work, private
backyard with views of Mt. Beacon. Walk
to town, restaurants and shops. Great
commuter location access. No pets, smoking.
Tenant paysutilities. $1,800/month. Email
kleinchristine7@yahoo.com.

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds.

cent increase in the $28 million budget.
At one point, board president Deborah
Sheers threatened to end the proceedings
if audience members did not stop interrupting the speakers.

Everyone
Welcome
To access the accessibility
tools at highlandscurrent.org,
select CTRL-U or click on
the blue circle at the bottom
right corner of any page.
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Royal Ciancanelli

(1999-2021)

Royal Charles Henry Ciancanelli, 21, a
senior airman for the U.S. Air Force, died
April 24 in Lenoir County, North Carolina,
of injuries sustained in a motorcycle crash.
Royal was born in Poughkeepsie on May
28, 1999, the son of Royal and Jodi (Bradford) Ciancanelli. He graduated from
Beacon High School in 2017. During high
school, he worked for his family’s business,
Royalty Carpet in Fishkill, which his grandfather opened in 1978.
The summer after graduation, he worked
at Mid-Hudson Sporting Clays in New Paltz
before enlisting in the Air Force. Following
basic and technical training, he served at
Spangdahlem Air Base in Germany until
December, when he was transferred to
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base in North
Carolina. He was member of the Air Force
civil engineering squadron known as the
“Dirt Boyz,” working as a heavy equipment
operator to maintain Air Force runways,
roadways and infrastructure.
An avid outdoorsman, Royal enjoyed
f ishing and target
shooting, in addition
to his passion for Jeeps
and four-wheel adventures. He was also a
member of the Beacon
Jeep Club. He especially
loved exploring Mount Beacon and taking
excursions throughout the region. Royal
loved sitting by campfires and listening to
music with his family and friends. He was
a member of the Faith Assembly of God
Church in Poughkeepsie.
Along with his parents, Royal is survived
by his sisters, Olivia Ciancanelli and Abbey
Ciancanelli; his grandparents, Patricia
Bradford, Patricia Nevins and Royal Ciancanelli (Maureen); and his great-grandmother, Sharon Nevins.

A funeral service was held on May 8 at
Faith Assembly of God, followed by interment with military honors at Fishkill Rural
Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be made to
United Service Organizations (uso.org), a
volunteer organization that assisted Royal’s
family.

Jim Klein

(1931-2021)

James Austin Klein,
90, of Mount Pleasant,
South Carolina, and a
former longtime resident of Garrison, died
May 9.
Born in Queens on
Feb. 11, 1931, the son
of Sally and Bernard
Klein, Jim was a lifelong adventurer. At age
16, he obtained his pilot’s license before he
could legally drive a car and flew well into
his 80s. By 17, he’d set off for a semester at
the University of Alaska, and then worked
as a field hand for United Geo Physical.
When his time in the Northern Frontier
was done, he became one of the first Easy
Riders, motorcycling cross-country back to
New York on his Harley Davidson.
In 1950, Jim enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
became one of the original Navy Seals, or
Underwater Demolition Team (UDT) divers
as they were called. After the Navy, Jim
continued his passion for scuba diving all
around the world, from the coral reefs of
the Bahamas to hammerhead shark diving
in the Galapagos.
In 1953 Jim married Helen Danilin, and
they had three daughters: Wendy, Cindy
and Dana. In 1956, Jim moved his family
to Poughkeepsie to begin his career in
construction and real estate. Many friends
questioned his moving to the “boonies,”
where little building was going on, but Jim
was a visionary and a risk-taker. That risk
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paid off with the boom of IBM.
In 1968, after his first marriage ended,
Jim married Dorothy Vogel and they had
two daughters: Nicole and Kendell. Jim and
Dorothy traveled to every continent and
throughout most countries in the world.
In 1971, they moved their family to Garrison, where they lived on the marsh of the
Hudson River for more than 40 years.
Along with his wife, he is survived by
his daughters, Wendy of Greenville, North
Carolina; Cindy Saturno (Jim) of Silver
Spring, Maryland; Dana Gisiano (Phil)
of Kingston; Nicole Jandrucko (Scott) of
Wakefield, Rhode Island; and Kendell
Munzer (Peter) of Mount Pleasant.
He is also survived by 12 grandchildren:
Jessie, Rachel (Will), Gregory (Jill), Bryan
(Lindsey), Tony, Billy, Allyn, Danny, Austin,
Kaitlyn, Hayden and Owen. Services will be
held at a later date.

Bill Sussman (1957-2021)
William Sussman, of Pound Ridge, and
formerly of Cold Spring, died April 22 of
renal cell carcinoma.
Born in New York City in 1957, Bill was
the son of Stuart and Suzanne Sussman. He
grew up with two older siblings, Linda and
Donald, in Great Neck, Long Island, and
graduated from Great Neck North High
School, where he was a talented student
and athlete. The family also lived for four
years in Frankfurt, Germany.
Bill held a degree in agricultural economics from Cornell University and an MBA
from New York University. He put his sales
skills to work at Xerox and Accenture
before working in information technology,
most recently for Palo Alto Networks and
Cohesity.
He and his first wife, the former Arlene
Orenstein, raised their sons, Harrison and
Matthew, in Dix Hills. Bill was a dedicated,
enthusiastic and hands-on dad at home and

on the athletic fields, traveling across the
country and even abroad to cheer on his
sons in competitive soccer, his family said.
He moved to Cold Spring in 2016 and
became known for his daily walks with
Goldie, his Golden Retriever. He was a regular at The Foundry Cafe, where he loved to
update staff and customers on the restoration of his historic home on Furnace Street.
When the renovation was complete,
the front porch
became Bill’s favorite spot for catching
up with neighbors
with his future wife,
the former Jennifer
Stahlkrantz.
During his years
on Long Island, Bill enjoyed winemaking
and passing that art on to others. When he
settled in Cold Spring, he enrolled in cidermaking courses at Cornell and established
Cold Spring Ciderworks, producing smallbatch dry cider.
Bill and Jennifer purchased a farmhouse
in Pound Ridge in 2020 and reveled in
their good fortune of finding such a beautiful setting in which to marry, build a life
together and produce hard ciders.
Along with his wife and sons, Bill is
survived by his brother, Donald Sussman
(Karen), and an uncle, Robert Tobey (Gail).
Memorial gifts may be made to the
Nurses’ Education Fund or the Yablon
Cancer Center at Northern Westchester
Hospital (nwhconnect.org).

Other Recent Deaths
Beacon
Danny Beltran, 40 
Don Scadura, 70 

Joe Monroe, 69
Barbara Karaffa, 92

For more obituaries, see highlandscurrent.
org/obits.
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Cross Current
ACROSS
1. Green shade
5. Police officer
8. Achy
12. Last writes?
13. Coach
Parseghian
14. Bard’s river
15. Besides
17. Hatchling’s home
18. Bagel choice
19. Aquarium
favorites
21. Weir
22. Mediocre
23. Fan’s cry.
26. ‘60s war zone
28. Entrap
31. Coup d’ —
33. The Voice
network
35. “My Way”
composer
36. Event location
38. “Eureka!”
40. Speck
41. Zwei follower
43. Literary rep
45. Move fast
47. Wiped out
51. Teen fave
52. Oliver Twist’s
request
54. Margarita
garnish
55. Leading lady?
56. Buffalo’s lake
57. A Room of —
Own

58. Sailor
59. Grit
DOWN
1. May honorees
2. Bassoon’s kin
3. Round Table titles
4. Lieu
5. Neanderthal
6. Raw mineral
7. Medicare section
8. “Evil Ways” band
9. Type of volleyball
serve
10. Activist Parks
11. Tolkien creatures
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16. Muscat’s land
20. Overhead trains
23. Speed (up)
24. Devoured
25. Good-looking
27. CEO’s deg.
29. Top Hat studio
30. Chow down
32. Swimming
reptiles
34. Smooth talker
37. Shoe width
39. Malaria symptom
42. Map within a
map

44. London
newspaper
45. Hawaiian city
46. Tennis score
48. Asta’s feeder
49. Ireland
50. Monopoly card
53. Eggs
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1. ISAAC, 2. VACILLATE, 3. CRANBERRY, 4. CLENCHES, 5. PAPERING, 6. AVOIDING, 7. BARITONE

Answers will be published next week. See highlandscurrent.org/puzzle for interactive sudoku.
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Varsity
Roundup
By Skip Pearlman

GIRLS’ LACROSSE
Beacon High School girls’ lacrosse has
struggled so far this season but picked up
its first victory on Monday (May 17), 9-3, on
the road against Yonkers.
Anaya Camacho had a hat trick, Ashley
Casserly added two goals and an assist,
Kasey Senior scored twice, and Gaby Del
Castillo and Beyoncé Otero each had a goal.
Keeper Isabella Boswick made three saves.
“It was nice to get that win,” said Coach
Brian Lange. “But more importantly, the
girls showed exceptional sportsmanship.
They played good, clean lacrosse, and we
were able to get all of our girls in the game.”
The next day, the Bulldogs suffered a 17-2
loss at home to a combined team of players from Ketcham and John Jay. Senior
had a goal and an assist, and Casserly had
Beacon’s other goal. Boswick was busy with
16 saves.
On May 14, Beacon lost to Putnam Valley,
11-3, with Senior scoring all three goals and
Boswick recording 16 saves.
“We’re playing a tough schedule, considering we haven’t played in two years,”
Lange said. “The girls have been making
adjustments.”
Beacon is scheduled to host Lourdes on
Monday (May 24) and James O’Neill on
Wednesday.

SOFTBALL
The Beacon High School softball team
played well late on Tuesday (May 18) against
visiting Lourdes but ended up on the wrong
end of a 16-5 decision.
Olivia Ciancanelli took the loss on the
mound for the Bulldogs (1-8). At the plate,
Olivia Spiak went 4-for-4 with two runs
scored, Haleigh Zukowski was 4-for-4 with
three RBI, and Leanna Rinaldi went 2-for3.
“We dug ourselves a hole in the first three
innings with a lack of energy and focus,”
said Coach Michael Carofano, “but we had
a great last four innings defensively. We
played like the team I know we are capable
of being.”
On May 14, Beacon lost, 7-2, to Wallkill.
Ciancanelli took the loss on the mound but
allowed only two earned runs. Spiak went
2-for-4 with a double and a run, Rinaldi
was 2-for-3 and Bernadette Kish was
3-for-3 with one RBI.
“We were much more competitive this
time around against a well-coached Wallkill
team,” Carofano said. “Untimely errors and

A Lourdes runner just beats the tag by Beacon shortstop Leanna Rinaldi. 
quiet bats were where we struggled. I was
proud of the job Olivia did pitching.”
“The girls are continuing to work on the
skills that we’ve been struggling with,” he
added. “We’re trying to cut down on big
innings by opponents.”
Beacon was scheduled to visit John Jay
East Fishkill today (May 21) and travel to
Byram Hills on Saturday.

BASEBALL
The Beacon High School baseball team
came from behind on Tuesday (May 18) in a
game played at Dutchess Stadium to defeat
Lourdes, 10-7.
Mike LePere went 3-for-3 with a double,
a triple and four runs scored. Matt Manzoeillo went 2-for-3 with a triple and two RBI,
Tyler Haydt doubled and drove in three
runs, and Mikey Fontaine had an RBI in
the win.
Manzoeillo picked up the decision on the
mound, going four innings and striking
out seven.
“When the going got tough, JJ Mazzacone
slammed the door shut on the Warriors by
striking out five in three scoreless innings
to earn the save,” said Coach Bob Atwell.
The week before, Beacon got no-hit by
Yorktown in a 9-0 loss; the Bulldogs earlier
had handed the Cornhuskers their first loss
of the season. Owen Browne, JJ Mazzacone
and Owen Bozsik pitched in the loss for the
Bulldogs.
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Haldane picked up a 12-0 win in five
innings Monday at Peekskill, with Julian
Ambrose earning the win. He allowed two
hits and walked four. Ryan Merritt pitched
a clean fifth.
Jeremy Hall and John Bradley each
knocked in three runs for Haldane,
and Jack Jordan, Trajan McCarthy and
Ambrose each had an RBI.
On Wedneday, Haldane fell at Croton,
16-6. Ryan Eng-Wong had two RBI and
McCarthy pitched. Eight errors killed the
Blue Devils’ chances.
“Eng-Wong came off the bench, and with
the bases loaded got his first varsity hit,
a two-run double,” Coach Simon Dudar
said. “John Kisslinger, Julian Ambrose,
Jack Jordan, and John and Will Bradley
continued to swing hot bats and kept us in
the game with some timely hitting. But you
can’t win games with that many errors.”
The Blue Devils face Croton again today
(May 21).

BOYS’ LACROSSE
Haldane won a thriller on Saturday (May
15) at O’Neill, 15-14, on a goal in overtime
by Darrin Santos, who finished with six.
Evan Giachinta had a hat trick and three
assists, Liam Gaugler, Rowen Kuzminski
and Dan Santos each scored twice, and
keeper Jordon Hankel had 25 saves.
Before the game, O’Neill dedicated and
named its field for Debbi Crowe, a longtime

Darrin Santos scored the game-winner in
overtime for Haldane in a 15-14 victory
over O'Neill.
athletic director, teacher and coach, and
the mother of Haldane Coach Ed Crowe.
On Tuesday (May 18), the Blue Devils fell
to Croton-Harmon, 19-9, on the road. The
team is scheduled to visit Sleepy Hollow on
Monday and North Salem on Wednesday.

