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‘It’s Up To Us’
LGBTQ community seeks
organized leadership
By Kat Merry

A

PROUD PUTNAM — On June 5, Putnam Pride held its second annual rally and march in coordination with Putnam for Black
Lives. Drag queens Shay D’Pines and Angel Elektra led the crowd of 200 from the Historic Courthouse in Carmel to Gilead
Presbyterian Church for music, entertainment and performances. For more photos, see Page 20. A Pride parade is scheduled
Photo by Laurie Doppman
in Beacon for Saturday (June 12).

Mask
Confusion
Change in school guidance
brings relief, concern
By Jeff Simms

A

fter a weekend of confusion,
public schools in the Highlands
this week settled on masking
requirements for the handful of days
remaining in the academic year.
Masks will be required of all students and
staff inside buildings at Beacon, Haldane
and Garrison schools, but, citing the low
transmission of the coronavirus in open air,
as well as New York state’s plummeting rate
of infection, masks are optional outside.
Simple, right? It didn’t start that way.
On June 4, a Friday, Howard Zucker,
the commissioner of the state health
department, wrote to the director of the
federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to say that New York State
intended on Monday (June 7) to implement new guidance for masks at schools
and summer camps.
His letter said that masks would be
“strongly encouraged” indoors, but not
required, even for people not yet fully vacci(Continued on Page 7)

lthough Mayor Lee Kyriacou last
year proclaimed June as Pride
Month, the LGBTQ (Lesbian-GayBi-Trans-Queer) community in Beacon has
been advocating for itself since long before
a formal declaration.
Nowhere is that more evident than on
Main Street, where Pride flags and stickers appear in the windows of many businesses. Aimee deSimone, who owns Berte,
a home and handmade goods retailer, highlights the work of LGBTQ artists, makers
and products. At the Blend Smoothie Bar,
Emily Dolan adds a colorful fruit-filled
Pride Bowl to the menu each June.
But what Beacon has lacked, say activists,
is an organized effort to promote LGBTQ
residents as a vital part of the community.
This year, Donna Minkowitz, Petra Aldrich
(Continued on Page 20)

Town, Villages Hash Out Marijuana Law
Philipstown board suggests
local coordination
By Michael Turton

C

old Spring officials said this week
they want to put the question of
whether legal marijuana can be
sold in the village before voters in the fall,
while the Town of Philipstown earlier said

it wanted to consult with Cold Spring and
Nelsonville before making a decision.
Enacted on March 31 by Gov. Andrew
Cuomo, the law allows adults age 21 and
older to possess up to 3 ounces; the opening of licensed retail shops where customers can buy and consume marijuana; and
a sales tax that will benefit municipalities,
counties, schools, community grants and a
drug treatment and public education fund.

It also allows cities, towns and villages
such as Beacon, Philipstown, Cold Spring
and Nelsonville to “opt out” by passing a law
that bans retailers from selling pot or allowing on-site consumption, but they must do
so by Dec. 31. After that, municipalities can
only pass laws lifting earlier bans or regulating the “time, place and manner of the
operation” of licensed retailers.
(Continued on Page 20)

You Call
That a Park?
Planning Board questions
proposed ‘public benefit’
By Jeff Simms

M

embers of the Beacon Planning
Board on Tuesday (June 8) said
they want to avoid the mistakes
of the past in their review of a four-story
development proposal for 364 Main St.
The project that would transform the
former Citizens Bank building into 27
apartments and nearly 8,000 square feet of
(Continued on Page 8)

A public plaza would replace the former drive-thru lanes at 364 Main St.  Photo by J. Simms
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FIVE QUESTIONS:

JAN ANDERSON

By Leonard Sparks

moving away from blends to single origins,
telling the story of that origin and sometimes of the farmers. I would identify that as
Joe Coffee and Partners Coffee in New York
City, and Intelligentsia Coffee. There are so
many brands now that are able to charge $16
to $20 for 12 ounces of beans to a sophisticated group of consumers, mostly younger.
And now, the Third Wave is all over Europe.

J

an Anderson, of Garrison, is the president of Premium Quality Consulting,
which serves the coffee industry.

What led you to coffee?
I graduated from Columbia University with a master’s degree in rare books
but realized how little money you could
make in rare books. My brother gave my
husband and me an espresso machine. We
got engaged in this illy product [by an Italian coffee company] and met the North
American importer, who was just doing a
bit of business in California and Washington D.C. We said, “New York is the market
you should want.” And it was. That was in
the mid-1980s.
As a coffee consultant, whom do you
work with?
We work with “green” coffee sourcing
companies, with cafes and roasters, multinationals and neighborhood cafes. In November
we got a call from a family starting a coffee
company in Washington, D.C. They’re African
American and their goal is to create a coffee
experience that’s not exclusively for Black
people but an experience that they would be
at home with. Two months later, the phone
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rang again and it was a young couple in California who had purchased a cafe. They’re also
African American. This new group — I don’t
know how many there are, but I hope there’s
a lot more because coffee needs this [expanding of its audience] and consumers are ready.
How has the coffee scene changed?
In the U.S. in the 1980s, coffee was still
commercial coffee, diner coffee, nothing
special. Suddenly the Italian companies
started bringing in espresso based on what
they saw happening in California with wine
and nouvelle cuisine. Now there is a very
compelling American coffee experience,
which is sometimes called the Third Wave —

By Michael Turton

Do you plan to travel
now that COVID19 restrictions are
being eased?

Where are the best beans grown?
Everybody recognizes that East African
coffees are exceptional. That’s where the
first coffee plants were found. They have a
little bit of a floral characteristic, so they’re
so pleasant to smell and taste; they’re a
little lighter than coffees from other areas.
Sometimes there’s almost a jasmine smell.
If you go to Central America, like Guatemala, the coffees will be a little more caramel and chocolaty and nutty. Brazil is the
largest producer of Arabica coffees, which
is the preferred bean at this point. Their
coffees are also chocolaty and nutty. Brazilian coffees make a great base for a blend.

Safety is No. 1, but
I’d love to go see my
family in Florida.

If you’re on the road and gas stations
are the only coffee option, do you stop?
If I’m traveling with my partner, we know
every cafe within 25 miles; we’ve made a
list and a plan. There are no surprises.

~ Jenna DePalma, Nelsonville

I’m going to Fire Island,
then maybe California, in
August. I haven’t traveled
since last March.

HOWLAND
CULTURAL
CENTER
Sat. June 12 – 1-5 pm
VIOREL FLORESCU: Retrospective 1970-2021
Art show by award-winning photojournalist
Weekends in June (except June 13) Free

~ Dan Hickey, Beacon
Sat. June 12: POSTPONED to July 24th
LYDIA ADAMS DAVIS + FRIENDS

A song-swap w/ 5 singer-songwriters; originals & nuggets
from the American songbook
LIVESTREAM and IN-HOUSE - TIX: howlandculturalcentertix.com

Marji Zintz

Patrick Stanfield Jones

& Lydia

Judy Kass

Absolutely! I’m going
to a bachelor party in
California and a yet-tobe-determined island.

Joseph Boggess

Sun. June 13 – 5 pm
COMPOSERS CONCORDANCE
Eclectic music &
poetic impressions:
The CompCord Ensemble
with poet Roger Aplon
LIVESTREAM and IN-HOUSE
Online TIX sales:
howlandculturalcentertix.com
AND MORE
June 22, 8 pm: Singer Tara O’Grady, Howlin’ at the Howland
“The Fabric of Our Lives” Streamed & OnDEMAND
There are no walk-up tickets at the door. In-house seating is limited
and may be available online, if you’re early to book.

477 Main Street, Beacon, NY 12508
w w w.howlandc ulturalcente r.org (845) 831-4988
facebook.com/howlandcenterbeacon
howlandc ult uralcen te r t ix. c om

`

~ Taylor Jackson, Beacon
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Philipstown Expects $700K
from Pandemic Relief
Villages should each receive
about $150K
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

P

hilipstown Supervisor Richard
Shea said on June 3 that the town
expects to receive about $700,000
under a federal pandemic relief program,
with another $300,000 split between Cold
Spring and Nelsonville.
“We really need that money,” Shea said
at the Town Board’s formal monthly meeting. “Our revenue is down about 80 percent
this year.”
The money is part of $350 billion being
distributed to municipalities, counties
and state governments through the American Rescue Plan. Local governments will
receive 50 percent of the money this year
and the remainder in 2022.
According to the U.S. Treasury, the funds
can be used to support public health; address
“economic harms” to workers, households,
small businesses, industries and the public
sector; provide government services that
were curtailed during the shutdown; provide
premium pay for essential workers; and invest
in water, sewer and broadband infrastructure.
In other business…
¢ The board agreed on June 3 to establish a task force of residents to collaborate
with the state Department of Environmental Conservation, Cornell University
and the Hudson Highlands Land Trust on
safeguarding habitats, water, trails, scenery and other natural resources. There will

be no cost to Philipstown, Shea said. “It’s
important to preserve what we have here. As
time goes on, you see more and more what’s
happening on the outskirts of Philipstown
and realize how special this place is.”
¢ Shea said he thought it was “a shame”
that the Desmond-Fish Public Library
abandoned plans, at least temporarily, to
install solar panels on its lawn. Some neighbors objected, and the library said it was
focused on hiring a new director. It sounds
“like a classic case of ‘not in my backyard,’ ”
Shea said. “We’re very environmentally
conscious in this town — it feels like — until
it suddenly has an impact, or a perceived
impact, on somebody’s property values.” Yet,
he cautioned, “if we don’t start putting in
more of these arrays and having local solar,
we are going to continue to rely on fossil
fuels. And so far that hasn’t worked out.”
¢ Using authority granted by state law to
local governments for projects that “serve
the public interest,” the board removed the
construction of a new town highway garage
in Nelsonville from review by the village.
“We will be working with Nelsonville,”
regardless, Shea said. The town hopes to
receive $2 million in federal funds for the
project, and Shea said he recently got about
10 questions from a House committee,
suggesting “somebody really looked” at the
application. Covering 50 square miles, Philipstown has 60 miles of roads, half of them
dirt, he added. “We’re also under incredible
pressure from tourism. A town of 10,000,
we’ll probably see 250,000 visitors this year.
That’s a lot of wear and tear on our infrastructure” and federal dollars would help.

Leonard Resigns from Town Board
Members will appoint
successor
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

M

ike Leonard has resigned, effective today (June 11), from the
Philipstown Town Board, saying
he plans to move to Germantown for family
reasons.
Leonard, in his second, 4-year term,
earlier this year said he would not seek
re-election in November. Before joining the
Town Board in 2013, he chaired the Planning Board.
Supervisor Richard Shea said on Tuesday (June 8) that the Town Board’s remaining four members were “still processing
the news” of the vacancy but “will need to
fill the seat and will be deliberating on the
matter in the week ahead.”
Shea and the other board members are all
Democrats. Two Democrats, Jason Angell and
Megan Cotter, and two Republicans, Sarina
Tamagna and Neal Tomann, are compet-

ing for two open seats:
Leonard’s and one held
by John Van Tassel,
who is running unopposed to succeed Shea
as supervisor.
Shea lauded Leonard for being “as
solid a Town Board
member as any town Leonard
could ever ask for, thoughtful, independent, smart and hard-working,” a colleague
who represented Philipstown “with quiet
dignity and a sense of purpose that set
him apart in the current American political climate. Mike is a class act from a notso-distant past.”
Leonard expressed appreciation on Facebook on Sunday to those who helped him in
his work for the town: “You learn as I have
that it’s really about a combined effort and
that you would be totally ineffective if not
for help and understanding from others
that, hopefully, helps you to make the best
decisions possible.”

Please help
support
our STUDENT JOURNALISTS

The Highlands Current began our Student Journalists
Program in January, and since then two of our area high
school students have been working diligently with our
staff reporters to learn the basics of good journalism.

EZRA BEATO

RACHEL THORNE

A junior at Haldane High School,
Ezra has been mentored by Leonard
Sparks, The Current’s senior editor.
Ezra has written about the obstacles
and opportunities of virtual schoolclub meetings, about how teens
get news, about the impact on a
family of a parent’s obsession with
conspiracy theories. The experience,
he says, has been worthwhile.

A freshman at Beacon High
School, Rachel has been working
with Beacon editor Jeff Simms.
Her stories have looked at remote
library programs for teens, at
the return to full days in the
classroom, at the uncertainty
surrounding standardized testing
during COVID-19. And she, too,
has found the program rewarding.

“The Student Journalists
Program is a great program for
anyone interested in journalism.
It provides a fantastic insight
into how everything works and
is over all a very fun experience.
I would recommend it highly.”

“Interning at The Highlands
Current has shown me
not only what it takes to
be a journalist but also
what there is to enjoy about
journalism and the
process of reporting.”

You can help more students learn to be the communicators of
tomorrow by donating to The Current's Student Journalists Program.
Just go to:

highlandscurrent.org/donate
For program details, see:

highlandscurrent.org/student-journalists-program

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING the next generation Of journalists!
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Legislative fight
How ironic that the June 1 meeting of the
Rules Committee of the Putnam County
Legislature regarded expanding its powers
but descended into the anarchy that occurs
whenever a group will not follow the basic
rules (“Chaos in Carmel,” June 4). It’s one
more reason this committee should not
have more power: It can’t even enforce
elementary protocols for speaking time.
How about this idea, since it seems to
have never occurred to this group before:
1) Propose one of your typically corrupted
and/or pointless pieces of legislation; 2)
Allow Legislator Nancy Montgomery her
full time to speak without interruption,
to enter into the record a full account of
how this proposal is not in the public’s best
interest; 3) Proceed to pass your corrupted
and/or pointless legislation by an 8-1 vote;
4) Move on to the next piece of business.
Oh, and one more “rule” that should
be enforced but likely won’t be: no more
“audio-only” calls on these Zoom meetings.
Turn on your cameras! What are you afraid
of? What are you hiding?
The Republicans’ insults and interruptions against Legislator Montgomery are an
embarrassment to their constituencies. But
no shame over here in Philipstown, just-

proudly and gratefully in support of Nancy
Montgomery.
Jacqueline Foertsch, Cold Spring
When you are using the political system
for your own personal agenda, what you
show the people of Philipstown and Putnam
County is that you are once again self-serving. It’s time to start working together for
the best of our town and community. Let’s
all start looking at what’s best for all.
Sarina Tamagna, Cold Spring
Oh so typical. The Democrats are nothing but gas, no substance. They live on the
largesse of the news media, who are the
willing participants in giving them the
spotlight to pontificate their lies.
Leonard Lindros Jr., Garrison
Imagine this scenario: The Philipstown
Town Board demands subpoena power to
call people in against their will and question them on a range of subjects. How
would that be received? There would be an
outcry the likes of which has never been
heard nor witnessed.
How is it that the majority-Republican
Putnam County Legislature is willing to
stomp all over citizens’ rights to privacy,

their rights against illegal search and
seizure and the freedoms that Republicans
so vocally support? When it comes to truth
and substance, the only legislator standing up for our rights is a Democrat, Nancy
Montgomery. I hope Nancy continues to
hold her colleagues accountable.
Richard Shea, Philipstown
Shea is the Philipstown supervisor.
The people of Philipstown know exactly
whose agenda Nancy Montgomery is working for. It is not hers, it is ours. No public
comment, friends and families placed in
highly paid positions, questionable (at best)
spending, refusal to share sales tax revenue
with a village that is buried with tourists
every weekend — enough is enough.
We need more people like Nancy on that
board and we need Dini LoBue back — a
true conservative Republican who was
booted by Club Putnam because she actually cared about being fiscally conservative.
Dave McCarthy, Nelsonville
Nancy Montgomery is the only honest
and reasonable legislator in Carmel. She
fights for democracy among a craven group
of authoritarians.
Steve Laifer, via Facebook
Thank you for your service and your
voice, Nancy Montgomery. Asking her to
let things slip and see “what’s best for all”
is more gaslighting. Legislator Montgomery is laser-focused on what is best for the
whole county.
Dar Williams, Cold Spring
Keep up your efforts, Nancy, and thank
you for representing the dissenting voice
in the county.
Melissa Aase, via Facebook

Santos family
Thanks to Michael Turton for the
wonderful story on the three Santos children (“Two Brothers, Three Sports, Twin
Threat,” June 4). So poignant and so inspiring. We are lucky to have them in the world.
Mary Jo Mullan, Cold Spring

Village race
Dave Merandy was a great public servant
for many years on many venues (“Mayor
Drops Out of Cold Spring Race,” June 4). I’m
proud to have served with him on the Haldane
school board, and he deserves a break.
Joe Curto, via Facebook
Thank you Dave and Trustees Marie
Early and Fran Murphy for stepping up
and giving it all a go. It’s very easy to be a
(Continued on Page 5)
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NOTICE

(Continued from Page 4)

Correction

spectator. If it was easy to manage village
codes and village anxieties, well, anyone
with a Facebook rant could do it.
Irene Pieza, via Facebook

In a story in the June 4 issue, “Four
Stories — Again,” we reported
that the Beacon City Council has
restricted developers’ ability to
build four stories on Main Street by
requiring special-use permits and
“in some cases” public benefits
such as additional affordable
housing or public green space. In
fact, a public benefit is required in
all cases. We also reported that the
proposal includes a strip of green
space that is “not required” to be
preserved for this project. To clarify,
a public benefit will be required, but
the planned green space may not be
enough to satisfy it (See Page 1).

Help needed
After losing my full-time job on Broadway in March 2020, I relied upon unemployment benefits to keep me afloat. I even
picked up a part-time bartending job in
Beacon.
Thankfully my job is returning this fall,
but I’m tired of hearing people complain
about how much money people are
getting from unemployment (Letters and
Comments, May 28). We went through a
pandemic that upended people’s lives. We
all did what we had to do and maybe this is
a wake-up call that servers and bartenders
deserve a much higher wage and benefits.
Whose fault is it if the government is paying
more than a serving job? Not the person
trying to make ends meet.
Alexa Bishop, Beacon

Little home
I love knowing the story behind the little
house that could (“You Think Your Home is
Small?” May 28).
Shelley Gilbert, via Facebook
Electric source? Water source? Sewage
disposal? How do these items comply with
local codes?
Russell Macrini, via Facebook
The editor replies: The tiny house we
profiled had electric and water hookups.
In our story, co-owner Rick McNurney said
he understood that “Putnam County allows
you to have one mobile home, as long as the
property also has a house on a foundation.”
However, the county says tiny houses are

considered under local laws. Greg Wunner,
the Philipstown code enforcement officer,
did not return email messages or phone
calls, but according to the Philipstown
zoning code, a tiny house with wheels
would be a recreational vehicle regulated
by the DMV. The Tiny House Society notes
that local ordinances vary widely but “are
not always enforced unless you are giving
someone something to complain about.”

Four stories
We keep letting them make the same,
purposeful mistakes in Beacon (“Four
Stories — Again,” June 4). Building moratorium, please!
Paul Yeaple, via Instagram
Day-by-day, building-by-building…
Thomas de Villiers, via Instagram

Local Bestsellers

ADULT
CHILDREN

TITLE

last month

Town of Philipstown, Town Hall
PO Box 155, 238 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516
Separate sealed bids for the Highway Garage - Highway Garage Building
Demolition will be received by the Town of Philipstown at the office of
the Town Clerk, Philipstown Town Hall, PO Box 155, 238 Main Street,
Cold Spring NY 10516 until 11:00 o’clock AM local prevailing time on
Wednesday, June 30, 2021 and then at said office publicly opened and read
aloud.
A prebid meeting will be held at 10:00 o’clock AM local prevailing time on
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at the Philipstown Highway Garage at 50 Fishkill
Road, Cold Spring, NY.
The Information for Bidders, Form of Bid, Form of Contract, Plans,
Specifications, and Forms of Bid Bond, Performance and Payment Bond, and
other contract documents may be examined at the following location:
Office of the Town Clerk, Town Hall, PO Box 155,
238 Main Street, Cold Spring NY 10516
Copies may be obtained at the office of the Town Clerk located at Town
Hall, 238 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY upon payment of $25.00 for each set.
Any unsuccessful bidder or non-bidder shall be entitled to a refund of this
payment in accordance with Section 102 of the General Municipal Law upon
the return of such sets in good condition as determined by the Town.
Each bid shall be accompanied by acceptable form of Bid Guarantee in an
amount equal to at least five (5) percent of the amount of the Bid payable to
the Owner as a guarantee that if the Bid is accepted, the Bidder will execute
the Contract and file acceptable Performance and Payment Bonds within ten
(10) days after the award of the Contract.
OWNER RIGHTS RESERVED:
The Town of Philipstown hereinafter called the OWNER, reserves the right to
reject any or all Bids and to waive any informality or technicality in any Bid
in the interest of the Owner.
STATEMENT OF NON-COLLUSION:
Bidders on the Contracts are required to execute a non-collusion bidding
certificate pursuant to Section 103d of the General Municipal Law of the
State of New York.
The Town of Philipstown hereby notifies all Bidders that it will
affirmatively insure that in regard to any Contract entered into pursuant
to this advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in
consideration for an award.
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirements as to equal
employment opportunity and all other Federal, New York State and local
requirements.

Based on combined hardcover and
paperback sales reported for April
and May by Binnacle Books, 321
Main St., in Beacon, and Split Rock
Books, 97 Main St., in Cold Spring.

Position
Position

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Attention of bidders is called to the requirement that all employees
engaging in work on the project under the subject contracts must be paid
prevailing wages as recited in the proposed contract documents. Bidders
are required to comply with minimum wage rates and legally required
workplace conditions, and must comply with the provisions of Section 291299 of the Executive Law of the State of New York.

AUTHOR

1

-

The Hill We Climb

Amanda Gorman

2

-

Braiding Sweetgrass

Robin Wall Kimmerer

3

1

Klara and the Sun

Kazuo Ishiguro

4

-

The Midnight Library

Matt Haig

4

-

We Do This 'Til We Free Us

Mariame Kaba

6

-

Such a Fun Age

Kiley Reid

1

1

Dog Man: Mothering Heights

Dav Pilkey

2

-

Rowley Jefferson’s Awesome Friendly Spooky Stories

Jeff Kinney

3

5

Claudia and the New Girl

Ann M. Martin

4

-

Today

Julie Morstad

5

-

We All Play

Julie Flett

As required by New York State Finance Law § 139-l, Bidders are required to
submit the following statement subscribed by the Bidder and affirmed by
the Bidder as true under the penalty of perjury: “By submission of this Bid,
the Bidder and each person signing on behalf of the Bidder certifies, and in
the case of a joint bid each party thereto certifies as to its own organization,
under penalty of perjury, that the Bidder has and has implemented a
written policy addressing sexual harassment prevention in the workplace
and provides annual sexual harassment prevention training to all of its
employees. Such policy meets the minimum requirements of section two
hundred one-g of the Labor Law.” If a Bidder cannot make the foregoing
certification, such Bidder shall so state and shall furnish with the Bid a
signed affidavit setting forth in detail the reasons therefor.
No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 45 days after the actual date of the
opening thereof.
Date: 6/09/2021

BY Tara Percacciolo, Town Clerk
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The Latest
Numbers
Sandy Galef, a Democrat whose
Assembly district includes
Philipstown, recently released the
results of a constituent survey that
received more than 1,300 responses.
A sample of the results is below.

83%

Support allowing doctors to help
terminally ill patients end their lives

70%

Support mandatory COVID-19
vaccinations for schoolchildren

53%

Support expanding casino
gambling to increase tax revenue

52%

Support conducting elections
primarily with mail-in ballots

35%

Support automatic enrollment by
DMV of drivers as organ donors

Cold Spring
Reveals
Parking Plan
‘Virtual’ meters, resident
permits among strategies
By Michael Turton

Support raising taxes on
incomes of $5 million or more

76%

T

he Cold Spring Parking Committee on June 3 unveiled its proposed
strategies for addressing a chronic
shortage of spaces on and near Main
Street, a problem that has become increasingly evident during the tourist season.
Key elements of the plan include residential parking permits, “virtual” metered
parking and areas of free and reserved
parking.
The strategy was outlined by Jack
Goldstein, who is part of the six-member
Parking Committee, at a Zoom meeting
attended by more than 70 residents. Other
committee members include Mayor Dave
Merandy, Trustee Marie Early and residents Rebeca Ramirez, Evan Hudson and
Dan Valentine.
The proposal, which must be approved
by the Village Board, calls for a Residential Parking Permit district that includes 11
streets east of the railroad tracks and west

real estate auction
Stunning Garrison Home on 3+/- ac
Open 1-4pm Sunday June 13
Private appointments also available by calling 918.956.1711

Auctions 10am Thursday
June 24 onsite or bid online
at auctionnetwork.com

highlandscurrent.org

GARRISON, NY • 14 Dancing Rock Road
Don’t miss your chance to own this contemporary 6BR 5.5BA
home built in 1980 and less than an hour from midtown
Manhattan. Whether you’re looking for a seasonal retreat
or year round home look no further than this secluded gem.
Sitting on 3+/- ac of wooded and secluded land this 6,812+/sf home offers many great touches and opportunities to
expand even further with additional features. There’s easily
plenty of room left for a pool and tennis court.
Prefer Not to Wait for the Auction? Submit a Pre-Auction Offer!

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/Garrison
NY PHILIP R. HEILIGER RE LIC 10311207661; WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS MRKTG SRVCS, INC. RE LIC 109911428. BUYER’S PREMIUM MAY APPLY.

The Cold Spring Parking Committee has recommended “virtual” meters for Main Street.
Photo by M. Turton

of Morris Avenue, including Stone, Cross,
Railroad, Garden, Church, High, Furnace,
Rock, Haldane, Kemble and Northern.
Permits would cost $10 annually and
be in effect daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Residents with off-street parking would
be eligible for one permit and those without for two.
A residential permit program was
approved by New York State in 2015 but
never implemented. (Main Street, zoned
for business, was not included.) The area
west of the railroad tracks has had permits
since 2003.
Parking on Northern Avenue and Haldane
Street would ensure the village meets a state
requirement that 20 percent of the spaces
within the residential district are available
to visitors. The district contains 247 spaces,
49 of which will be available to visitors and
198 spaces for resident permits.
Virtual metered parking would be implemented on Main Street from the traffic
light to Depot Square on weekends and
holidays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at a rate
of $2.50 per hour with a three-hour maximum. A small number of spaces would be
metered on cross streets close to Main, as
well as on a short section of Northern.
Metered parking was also proposed
for the municipal lot on Fair Street and
at Mayor’s Park, with rates from $1.25 to
$3 per hour, depending on the day and
time. No time limit would be enforced.
A proposal for metered parking at the
ball fields on Route 9D (Morris Avenue)
in cooperation with the Haldane school
district was shelved.
Parking fees would be paid through
a phone app created by ParkMobile or
through a toll-free number. Cold Spring
police officers would issue tickets.
Free parking for visitors and workers
in the village would be available at Depot
Square, Metro-North, The Boulevard and
Kemble Avenue. Part of the Highway Department lot is also being considered. Free spaces
would likely also be occupied by visitors who
can’t use the virtual parking system; by one
estimate, as many as 30 percent of Americans don’t have a credit card.
The Parking Committee began meeting

weekly in March with a goal to “reduce
parking hassles” while increasing tourismrelated revenue and reducing pollution.
While a number of residents at the
Zoom meeting thanked the committee
for working on what they acknowledged
is a complex issue, some expressed their
displeasure.
Kaitlin Louvier, who works in a Main
Street shop, complained that the proposal
would “punish hourly employees” who will
either have to pay for weekend parking or
walk from more remote, free areas.
“There will be inconveniences for some of
us,” Goldstein responded. “But we’re trying
to reduce them to an absolute minimum.”
Bo Bell said he and others who live on
Main Street were not considered in the
plan, which would force them to choose
between walking from free areas, paying
or risking tickets.
“I ask that you delay the entire program
until you can make a more equitable and
fairer program for all residents rather than
just for those who live on the 11 streets,”
Bell said. “Or that you implement only the
meters or only the Residential Parking
Program.”
Parking has been a concern in central
Cold Spring for many years, but the striking increase in visitors arriving by car in
the past decade, most markedly during the
COVID-19 pandemic, has created a chaotic
situation on weekends.
Traffic jams, idling vehicles and a
constant procession of vehicles circling
in search of spaces have left drivers frustrated and angry and led to occasional
altercations. Residents complain that the
chaos has diminished their quality of life.
“No matter what is adopted by the
Village Board, there will have to be a testing period,” Goldstein said. “We won’t
know how effective our recommendations are until they are put to the test for a
reasonable period of time.”
Early said the committee hopes to
receive more feedback. It heard comments
on June 3 and has scheduled another forum
for June 24. After the Parking Committee
submits its recommendations, the Village
Board also must hold a public hearing.
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Mask Confusion (from Page 1)

Should Vaccines Be Mandated?
Lawsuits begin as first
workers lose their jobs
By Leonard Sparks

U

nder federal guidance issued last
month, employers can legally
require that employees who come
into work be vaccinated against COVID19, except those with medical conditions
or religious objections.
But another question looms, especially
as the government prepares to give full
approval to two of the three vaccines
currently available on an emergency basis:
Businesses may be free to mandate vaccinations for their workers, but should they?
Walter Olson believes so, although he
is a fellow with the libertarian-minded
Cato Institute, which advocates individual
rights, free markets and limited government. Olson, during a forum on Monday
(June 8) hosted by The Hastings Center, a
bioethics think tank based in Garrison, said
his default position is “highly skeptical and
dubious” of vaccination mandates, but “part
of the freedom that we are to expect is the
freedom of civil society to protect itself.”
“That means thousands of enterprises —
the cruise ships and the hair-cutting salons
and the dance studios — get to make their
own decisions about whether to require
vaccination credentials of their customers
or of their workforce,” he said.
Only about 4 percent of non-farm businesses with fewer than 500 employees
reported requiring proof of vaccination from
employees before allowing them to come to
work, according to a survey conducted by
the U.S. Census Bureau between May 24 and
May 30. The rate was slightly higher in New
York state, at 6.2 percent.
Nationally, businesses providing educational services, accommodations and food
services, and health care and social assistance led the way in requiring shots.
The Maryland Hospital Association
announced on Wednesday (June 9) that
its members, which include the Johns
Hopkins Hospital (31,000 employees)
and the University of Maryland Medical
Center (29,000), will require that staff and
contract employees become vaccinated
as a condition of employment. About 70
percent of Maryland hospital employees

are fully vaccinated, the MHA said.
“It’s been a long tradition that employers
or businesses can set conditions on either
a return to work or for their customers: no
mask, no shirt, no shoes, no service,” said
Lawrence Gostin, who directs the O’Neill
Institute for National and Global Health
Law at Georgetown University and is a
Hastings Center fellow.
In New York state, colleges have been
at the forefront. Students returning to
in-person classes at SUNY and CUNY
campuses in the fall will need to show
proof of vaccination, with exemptions for
medical or religious reasons.
Both Marist and Vassar colleges in
Poughkeepsie are among the private
schools that have announced similar policies, and Marist’s mandate will extend to
faculty and staff. Its president, Dennis
Murray, said on May 21 that the school
expects to be fully operational, with classroom instruction, in-person dining and
sports and student activities; he views
“widespread vaccination” as key.
Accompanying the first mandates are
the first lawsuits challenging their legality.
Houston Methodist Hospital, with
26,000 employees, is being sued by 117
staffers faced with termination because
they refuse to become vaccinated. The
employees claim that the hospital’s policy
violates the Nuremburg Code, which was
created after World War II in response to
Nazi experimentation on humans.
In Durham, North Carolina, a former
deputy is suing the sheriff, alleging he was
fired after refusing vaccination. Another
lawsuit has been filed by a detention center
employee in New Mexico. Both claim the
mandate is illegal because the vaccines
have only been authorized by the federal
government for emergency use.
Olson said he is alarmed that lawmakers
in some states say they will prevent businesses, nonprofits, schools and local officials from requiring proof of vaccination as
a condition of entry or to receive services.
Such laws could prevent cruise lines from
offering vaccinated-only trips, for instance.
“It means that for those small businesses,
Florida and probably other states are going to
be telling them, ‘We don’t trust you to make
the right decision. The government’s going to
make that decision for you,’ ” he said.

nated against COVID-19. Outdoors, masks
would not be required but the non-vaccinated would be encouraged to wear them
“in certain higher-risk circumstances.”
Fully vaccinated people would not be
required to wear masks anywhere, he
said, but schools or camps could choose to
implement stricter standards.
Word spread quickly, with feedback
ranging from sighs of relief, especially
with several days of 90-plus degree
weather looming, to surprise and concern.
That afternoon, Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro took a jab at the state,
saying in a statement: “I’m happy New
York State has seen what counties have
known for months: The science has repeatedly shown there is little to no transmission of the virus in school settings.”
But Beacon parent Ryan Biracree said
the dramatic shift with only days left in the
school year could have forced parents who’d
chosen in-person school to pull their children
out at the last minute. “It would have forced
kids to miss these end-of-year milestones
they’ve worked so hard for — like field day,
graduations, end-of-year projects,” he said.
Matt Landahl, the superintendent of the
Beacon school district, said this week that
he and other school leaders, who have been
conferring with county and state health
officials throughout the academic year,
were caught off-guard, as well.
In an email sent to parents Friday evening,
Haldane Superintendent Philip Benante said
that, despite Zucker’s letter, no updated guidance had been issued to schools and that
students would still be required to wear
masks everywhere on campus.
On Monday, Gov. Andrew Cuomo clarified that the state had contacted the CDC
because the federal agency didn’t plan to
adjust its mask guidance before the end of
the school year. But the CDC didn’t object
to students going maskless outdoors, and
Cuomo said he would leave that decision
up to each school district.
The CDC and state agreed to keep the
indoor mask requirement for the rest of this
school year, leading state Sen. Sue Serino,
a Republican whose district includes the
Highlands, to call for “an immediate, full
repeal” of Cuomo’s emergency pandemic
powers. Cuomo, a Democrat, and Zucker
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“caused absolute chaos with their indecisiveness, even forcing some districts to
go remote today with little notice given to
parents,” Serino said in a statement.
“My office has been inundated with
calls and emails from parents and school
officials who are beside themselves trying
to keep track of the governor’s arbitrary
and changing rules regarding masks in
schools,” she said. “Their flip-flopping on
such a critical decision is truly absurd.”
In Beacon, Landahl told the school
board on Monday that he would make
masks optional outside, calling it “one of
the easier decisions I’ve had to make this
year.” Garrison and Haldane announced
the same decision for the remaining twoand-a-half weeks of classes.
Gracie Diaz, a Beacon parent, said she
and her family dutifully wore masks during
the height of the pandemic, but “the curve
has been flattened.” Her daughter, a South
Avenue Elementary student who is immunecompromised, contracted COVID-19 in January but only suffered a low-grade fever and
body aches for two days. At this point, Diaz
said she’s comfortable with the district’s
decision to drop the outdoor requirement.
“Let’s get these kids unmasked so we can
keep their immune systems strong,” she
said. “I get that there’s only two weeks of
school left, but it’s also 90-degree weather.”
Landahl said on Wednesday that the
district’s new standards will apply at
Beacon High School’s graduation ceremony, which is scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
today (June 11) at Dutchess Stadium. He
added that he would have been OK implementing the guidelines earlier in the school
year, even during the spring sports season.
“We’ve studied COVID on our own here
as a district, and transmission has primarily spread inside, in peoples’ homes and
their workplaces,” he said.
Landahl acknowledged that the uncertainty of the last week could foreshadow
the continued complexity schools will
face in the fall, even if vaccinations are
available for children younger than 12.
Cuomo said on May 24 that he expects all
schools in New York will open for full-time,
in-person learning in September.
Clear guidance from the state will be
essential, Landahl said. “The clearer and
earlier they are with it,” he said, “the more
it will help us to prepare.”
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Coronavirus
Update
¢ State health officials said that, as of
Wednesday (June 9), 10,602 people had
tested positive for COVID-19 in Putnam
County; 29,460 in Dutchess; 129,579 in
Westchester; 46,920 in Rockland; 13,894
in Ulster; and 48,268 in Orange. Statewide,
there have been 2,090,563 positives, including 936,347 in New York City. Statewide,
42,833 people had died as of June 9.
¢ Statewide, there were 113,709 tests
conducted on Tuesday (June 8) and 426
positives, or 0.37 percent. It was the lowest
one-day rate since the pandemic began.
¢ The number of people with COVID-19
who are hospitalized in New York state as
of June 9 stood at 758; the number in intensive care was 190; and the number of intubations was 113.
¢ As of Wednesday, New York had administered at least one vaccine dose to more
than 11 million residents, or 55 percent of
the population, according to the state’s
COVID-19 Tracker.
¢ As of Wednesday, Dutchess County had
fully vaccinated 78 percent of its residents
who are age 65 or older and Putnam, 76.5
percent, according to the federal Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. Among
adolescents ages 12 to 15 years, 29 percent

FRI. JUNE 11 FROM 3:00 - 6:30PM

Farmers Market Opening Day
with the TCCC Ceili Band
SUN. JUNE 13 - 3:00PM

Poets’ Corner Open Mic
with Alison Woods
TUES. JUNE 15, 22, 29 & JULY 6
1:00 - 3:30 PM

“Understanding Color”
Watercolor Workshop Series
with Anne Johann

in Dutchess and 28.7 percent in Putnam
had received at least one dose since May 12.
¢ Citing a nearly 90 percent decrease in
demand for testing since January, the state
began closing its 19 drive-thru sites beginning today (June 11).
¢ Gov. Andrew Cuomo said on Monday
that “most” restrictions will be lifted
when 70 percent of the state’s adults have
received at least one vaccine shot. As of
June 9, 66.9 percent of residents 18 and
older had done so.
¢ Current guidelines governing capacity limits, social distancing, disinfecting,
health screening and contact tracing will
become optional for businesses once that
threshold is reached, Cuomo said. Restrictions will remain for large-scale event
venues, K-12 schools, public transit, homeless shelters, correctional facilities, nursing
homes and health care settings.
¢ The state Rental Assistance Program,
which will cover up to a year’s worth of
housing and utilities for people who fell
behind because of the pandemic, began
accepting applications on June 1. The
Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance will administer the funds. See on.ny.
gov/2TdTeMn.
¢ Day and overnight camps and child care
centers must collect vaccination status for
children and staff and conduct daily health
screenings of staff and visitors under
revised state guidelines announced on May
18. The guidelines also require propertyspecific capacity limits. See bit.ly/campguidance.
¢ Applications opened on June 10 for
small businesses and for-profit arts and
cultural organizations harmed by the
pandemic to apply for $5,000 to $50,000
in grants to help with payroll costs, rents
and mortgages, utilities and other expenses
under the state’s Small Business Recovery
Grant Program. See bit.ly/pandemic-grants.
¢ New York residents who get vaccinated
at SUNY Orange in Middletown, the Ulster
County Fairgrounds in New Paltz or any of
eight other state-run clinics through today

SAT. JUNE 19 - 6:30 PM

The Down Hill Strugglers
THURS. JUNE 24 - SUN. JUNE 27

The Putnam Theatre Alliance
“Freedom Project - Part 3”
SAT. JUNE 26

Drew Young Band
Visit TompkinsCorners.org
for info, tickets, and links.

(June 11) will get a $20 scratch-off lottery
ticket and a chance to win $5 million under
the state’s Vax and Scratch program.
¢ The state on June 2 and 9 announced
the first 20 winners of its Get a Shot to
Make Your Future contest, which is offering up to 50 four-year scholarships at state
public colleges and universities to residents
between 12 and 17 who are vaccinated by
July 7. (There were no winners from the
Highlands.) Parents or legal guardians who
want to enter their child in the contest can
register at bit.ly/vaccine-scholarship. The
deadline is June 28.
¢ As of May 31, New York lifted the
midnight curfew for indoor dining at bars
and restaurants.
¢ Under state law, employees can use paid
sick leave if they need time off to recover
from the COVID-19 vaccine, the governor
said on May 27.

COVID-19 by
the Numbers
PUTNAM COUNTY
Number of confirmed cases:

10,602

(+17)

Active Cases in Philipstown: 0

Tests administered:

235,028

(+3,149)

Percent positive:

4.5

(-0.1)

Percent vaccinated:

59.7

Number of deaths:

92

(0)

DUTCHESS COUNTY
Number of confirmed cases:

29,460

(+47)

Active Cases in Beacon: <5

TUES. JUNE 15

“Circle of Song” Open Mic
on Zoom with Eli Smith

highlandscurrent.org

Pop Up Patio

Liberty Speaks:
Playlets by Samuel Harps,
K.Lorrel Manning, and Gabrielle Fox

June 11 and 12 at 7pm

Streaming On Line

Putnam Theatre Alliance:
Freedom Project #3
"Above Suspicion" by Sherwood Anderson,
and More Beautiful by Craig Lucas

Tickets at

philipstowndepottheatre.org

Tests administered:

770,462

(+10,631)

Percent positive:

3.8

(-0.1)

Percent vaccinated:

55.9

Number of deaths:

445

(0)

Source: State and county health departments,
as of June 9, with weekly change in parentheses.
Active cases in Philipstown as of June 4. Percent
vaccinated reflects at least one dose.

Beacon Planning (from Page 1)
retail sits two doors away from 344 Main
St., a project that in 2017 was a lightning
rod for discontent.
The latest proposal was submitted by
O’Donnell Construction Corp., which is
led by the same developer who initiated
and sold the 344 Main St. project.
“It’s pretty clear to the public that
that’s something we don’t ever want to
do again,” said Planning Board Member
Kevin Byrne.
Because 364 Main is not within or adjacent to a structure in the historic district,
the Planning Board, rather than the City
Council, will decide whether to grant
O’Donnell the special-use permit required
to build a fourth floor on Main Street.
However, a planning consultant hired by
the city, John Clarke, noted that the adjacent Salvation Army building at 372 Main
will soon be nominated for inclusion in
the historic district. If added, the decision
on the special-use permit for 364 Main St.
would shift to the council.
Architect Aryeh Siegel said the façade
of the proposed building would be
constructed with gray brick to mimic
elements of historic buildings on Main
Street. The plan is to merge two lots, creating, like 344 Main, a block-long development with 16 parking spaces behind the
building. Those spaces had been leased to
Bernard Kohn, who purchased 344 Main
St. in 2017, but defaulted on the parking
lease, project attorney Taylor Palmer said.
The new project would also use spaces in
an adjacent lot on Eliza Street.
The 364 Main proposal would include
a 24-foot-wide public plaza that, at nearly
3,000 square feet, is larger than the public
park approved last month as part of another
four-story project at 416-420 Main St. Local
law requires a public benefit of some kind
before the city will issue the permit to build
a fourth floor on Main Street. (Even with
the public benefit, any new four-story project on Main must also recess the fourth
floor to minimize its appearance.)
Palmer said the plaza, which would be
constructed in the former bank’s drivethru lanes on the west side of the building,
would “enhance the feel for Main Street.”
Planning Board members expressed
doubts. Len Warner said that, overall, the
proposal feels similar to 344 Main, which
was a “catalyst for a lot of feedback from
the public that wasn’t positive.” He said
he felt the plaza, on renderings submitted to the city, looks “buried” within the
property. “Anything we approve should be
a real showcase design,” he said.
The park may not receive sufficient sun
in the proposed layout, Clarke said, while
Byrne was blunter: “Usually when you block
off alleyways, those become places for public
urination. They’re not public parks. It would
be an indefensible space. It’s not something
you would ever design as a public park.”
Warner suggested the developer move
the plaza to the other side of building and
look into an arrangement with the Salvation Army, which has a large front lawn.
As proposed, he said, “to dead-end at a
parking lot, that doesn’t work at all.”
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Gate House Realty is now
The Gate House Team at Compass
Compass is a fast growing company with a high tech platform and network
that will be your Hudson Valley connection to NYC, the Tri-state, and the country.
We are still your favorite neighborhood experts…
now with the power of Compass.

12

2,500+ 3,400+ 19,000+

Westchester offices,
with 275+ agents

Agents in NYC

Agents in the
Tri-state area

Agents in the nation’s
top markets

Discover the Compass difference at compass.com
O: 845.831.9550 | gatehousecompass.com
@gatehousecompass
Beacon Office: 492 Main Street, Beacon, NY 12508
COMPASS IS A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. Source #1 Ranking by Firm by Sales Volume. Compass national 2019 sales volume is reflective of partnership with Pacific Union and Alain Pinel. Source: REAL Trends 2019.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Beacon Teachers are A+
Serino recognizes educators

T

wo Beacon High School teachers —
Matthew Steltz and Rebecca Cady —
were among the educators recognized this
month by state Sen. Sue Serino, whose
district includes the Highlands.
Steltz teaches social studies, and Cady is
a special education instructor.
Serino released a list of “A+ teachers”
nominated by members of their communities for their work keeping their classes on
track during the pandemic.

Pataki, Sadlon Named to
Boscobel Board
Former governor, architect join directors

F

ormer Gov. George
Pata k i and John
Sadlon, an architect, have
been named to the board
of directors of Boscobel.
Both men live in GarriPataki
son.
“We are thrilled to
have these brilliant new
additions to our board,”
said Jennifer Carlquist,
Boscobel’s executive
director, in a statement.
“Their insight and exper- Sadlon

tise are invaluable, particularly as Boscobel
creates a new master site plan, enhances
and expands access to its iconic landscape
and reaches new standards in environmental and fiscal sustainability.”
Before serving as governor, Pataki was
the mayor of Peekskill and a member of
the state Assembly and Senate, as well as a
delegate to the United Nations. Sadlon, who
has completed projects in 48 regions across
12 countries, recently moved to Philipstown
with his husband, Dr. Sven Wenske.

Putnam Approves
Settlement in Collision
I-84 crash involved sheriff’s deputy

T

he Putnam County Legislature on
June 1 agreed to pay $15,000 to settle
a lawsuit brought by a Connecticut couple
who claimed a sheriff’s deputy had been
negligent when his patrol car collided with
their Jeep in 2017.
The lawsuit had been filed in March 2019
in Putnam Supreme Court by Joseph and
Judith Simeone of Torrington, Connecticut. They claimed that Deputy Eric Hayes
acted in a “careless, reckless, imprudent
and unlawful manner” when he pulled into
the road from the shoulder on Interstate 84
near Brewster and collided with their vehicle. The county admitted no wrongdoing.

Beacon Sewage Bill
Passes Legislature
Unanimous votes in Assembly and Senate

A

bill that would allow Beacon to sell
its excess sewage capacity to private
firms and individuals outside of city limits
passed the Assembly, 147-0, on May 25, and
the Senate, 63-0, on June 8. It still must be
enacted by the governor.
“At every level of government, budgets
have taken a hit from reduced sales tax and
other negative effects of the pandemic,” Jonathan Jacobson, who sponsored the bill in the
Assembly and whose district includes Beacon,
said in a statement. “This bill will allow the
City of Beacon to make up a portion of that.”
Sue Serino, whose district includes the Highlands, sponsored the bill in the Senate.

Beacon Keeps Aa2
Bond Rating
Allows city to get better financing rates

M

oody’s Investors Service has rated the
City of Beacon’s credit profile as Aa2
for the sixth consecutive year. Aa2 is the
third-highest long-term credit rating that
the agency assigns to fixed-income securities, such as bonds.
The city’s rating is based on reserves
and liquidity, which Moody’s said balanced

WINNING TEAM — Competing
against 92 teams from 41 school
districts, Garrison School counselor
Krista DiDiego and psychologist
Jessica VanDekker were selected by
Cognitive and Behavioral Consultants
as the top-performing team
implementing dialectical behavior
therapy during the 2020-21 academic
year. The therapy is designed to teach
people how to live in the moment,
develop healthy ways to cope with
stress, regulate emotions and
improve relationships.  Photo provided

Beacon’s elevated long-term liabilities and
above-average fixed costs. The bond rating
allows the city to get better interest rates
on the money it borrows.

HIGHLAND STUDIO
PRESENT

CINEMA
IN PIAZZA
Saturday, June 12, 2021, 8pm
La Rivoluzione Siamo Noi, 2020
Ilaria Freccia, Italy

PRIN TMAKERS

Sunday, June 13, 2021, 8pm
Nuovo Cinema Paradiso, 1988
Giuseppe Tornatore, Italy

FINE ART

Saturday, June 26, 2021, 8pm
Homemade, 2021
Domenico Palma, U.S.A.

PRINTING
SCANNING

LARGE FORMAT
HUDSON VALLEY’S
ARCHIVAL PRINTING
SINCE 1997
PICTURE FRAMING
print & map gallery

84 5 - 8 0 9 - 5 1 7 4

Sunday, June 27, 2021, 8pm
Sulle Tracce di Maria Lai, 2020
Maddalena Bregani, Italy
Tickets available on
magazzino.eventbrite.com

GRADUATES,
The Current

HAS A GIFT FOR YOU
All 2021 High School and College Graduates
in Philipstown and Beacon will receive

a free FRIEND membership to The Current
to help you stay connected to all that
is happening in your hometown.
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10 Years!
Support us

at highland

scurrent.org/join

F

Just sign up at:

highlandscurrent.org/gradgift
Then every Friday for the next 12 months you’ll
have a new digital Current in your inbox.
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The Calendar
Artist Next Door

Chris
Redmond

Ford
By Alison Rooney

P

ut three p’s in a pod, and you’ve got
a snapshot of Chris Redmond Ford:
painter, psychotherapist, philosopher. These components, which spill over
into the person, are in dialogue with each
other in life and work.
Ford, whose paintings were scheduled to be exhibited at Two Way Brewery
last year as part of Beacon Open Studios
until the event became a casualty of the
pandemic, often paints people she knows
or has spent convivial time around. This
includes members of the LGBTQ community she says she is proud to be a part of,
and residents of New Orleans, where she
grew up. But her subjects are just as likely
to be someone she’s seen fleetingly on the
subway or otherwise in passing.
After earning master’s degrees in
psychology and counseling, Ford says she
felt limited when trying to put what she had
learned to practical use. “It did not resonate in terms of how we live our lives,” she
says. She pursued a doctorate in philosophy, with a focus on existential phenomenology, which she describes as “the body of
thought that gives language to inwardness
and existence.”
That “made sense to
me in terms of being a
therapist,” she recalls.

“Existentialism brings lived experience
into the study of philosophy. It’s about how
to use consciousness to become aware of
what we’re experiencing in the moment. It
encourages reflection and letting language
come out of the body.”
By the late 1990s she had a psychotherapy practice in New York City and was
teaching philosophy at New York University, but felt something was missing. Her
partner at the time told her she needed a
life outside of work. She stopped teaching
and began writing, then painting. In 2007,
she began painting full time until she ran
out of money, which lasted for about a year.
“Philosophy took me to painting because
of looking at things and trying to see them
in a way that isn’t preconceived,” she says.
“Painting is a way of bringing it alive that
feels more primary. Sometimes painting
makes me cry because there’s so much of life
in the painting; there’s no language for it.”
Besides New Orleans, a frequent subject
of her work is LGBTQ life in New York City
at spots such as the Chelsea Piers, the nowshuttered bistro Florent and the gay-centric
Chelsea coffee shop Big Cup, along with
historic touchpoints and sites like Stonewall.
“Queer is a word that I love,” Ford says.
“What affected me so much about being
queer in New York City is the freedom. I was
so touched by it and the variations of human
life that could be comfortable in there.”
Ford often works from snapshots. “I’ve
never had people sit for paintings,” she says.
“I look at photos and decide ‘I want to paint
that one,’ but I never take the photo with
the intention of painting it later.”
It was only about five years ago that Ford
began showing her work publicly.
She was encouraged by her partner, a neurologist who works
with people with serious movement disorders. “My main
concern became, ‘Where are
these paintings going to be if I
just keep painting in private?’
It has turned out that what’s
most fun about getting them
out there is the response.
I’m just continuing,
seeing how it
unfolds. I will
just keep
painting.”

“Stonewall was a Riot” (2019)

“Swimming Pool: Cocktails at 3:00 p.m.” (2018)

To see more of Ford’s work,
visit chrisredmondford.com
or @chrisredmondford.

Chris Redmond Ford in her studio

“Deleuze and Guattari at Big Cup” (2020) 

Photos provided
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THE WEEK AHEAD
Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)
For a complete listing of events, see
highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

COMMUNITY
SAT 12

City-Wide Yard Sale
BEACON
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Various locations
bit.ly/3bCZiEv
Visit the website above for a list
of participating households.
SAT 12

Spring Artisan Market
BEACON
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. The Yard
4 Hanna Lane
facebook.com/rivervalleyguild
Shop, enjoy music and food, and
get tarot readings at this open-air
market.
SAT 12

Queer and Trans
Liberation March
BEACON
2 p.m. Memorial Park
bit.ly/beacon-pride
The march will go to Polhill Park
for a speak-out against transphobic
and homophobic harassment.
SUN 13

Boating Safety Class
GARRISON
8:30 a.m. Fish & Game Club
183 South Highland Road
This eight-hour class meets state
requirements for boating licenses
(age 10 and older) and personal
watercraft operator (ages 14 and
older). Presented in cooperation
with the Garrison Yacht Club. Email
garrisonyachtclub@hotmail.com to
register. Free

SUN 20

Philipstown Fights Dirty
GARRISON
10 a.m. St. Philip’s Church
1101 Route 9D | stphilipshighlands.org
Jocelyn Apicello and Jason Angell
will speak during the worship
service about the campaign to
reach net-zero carbon emissions
in Philipstown and what actions
households can take.

MUSIC
SAT 12

Simply Diamond
BREWSTER
6:30 p.m. Tilly Foster Farm
100 Route 312 | 845-808-1840
tillystablerestaurant.com
This Neil Diamond tribute band
will perform his hits. Food trucks
will be available. Cost: $25
SUN 13

Mostly Bach and
Mozart Concert
BEACON
Noon – 2 p.m. Pop-Up Park
4 Cross St. | bit.ly/bach-mozart
Choi Fairbanks (cello), Andrienne
Haermon (violin) and Jordan Shapiro
(guitar) will perform the Piano Bach
Invention arranged for string trio.

THURS 17

60 Minutes with Your
Local Ombudsmen
PHILIPSTOWN
1 p.m.
Long Term Care Community Coalition
nursinghome411.org
Learn how to use the free
ombudsman resources to assist
with resolving problems and ensure
your loved ones are getting the care
and services that they need. The
speakers will include Judy Farrell,
director of the Tri County Long
Term Care Ombudsman Program,
an ombudsman volunteer, and a
resident family member.
SAT 19

Walk to Fight Hunger
RHINEBECK
9 a.m. Dutchess County Fairgrounds
6550 Spring Brook Ave.
foodbankofhudsonvalley.org
This fundraiser will support food
banks in six counties.

poet Roger Aplon will perform.
In-person attendees must be
fully vaccinated. Cost: $20 ($15
livestream)
FRI 18

The Benjamins
MAHOPAC
6:30 p.m. Putnam County Golf Course
187 Hill St. | 845-808-1880
putnamcountygolfcourse.com
The band will perform top 40
and classic rock during a barbecue
buffet. Cost: $29
FRI 18

Daisy Jopling:
Transcendence
PEEKSKILL
7:30 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com
The hybrid music/theater
performance by violinist Jopling and
Olympic Ceremony creator Daniel
Flannery will trace a century of
African American influence on music
set to Sarah Bracey White’s memoir,
Primary Lessons. Cost: $35 to $250
SAT 19

Clearwater Great
Hudson River Revival
BEACON
11 a.m. – 11 p.m.
clearwaterfestival.org
The 2021 festival — featuring
musicians, storytellers and activists
who share Pete Seeger’s vision of
environmental and social justice —
will be livestreamed on Facebook
and YouTube. Tom Chapin, Tiokasin
Ghosthorse, Diana Jones, Reggie
Harris and the Trouble Sisters are
among the scheduled performers.
There will also be an online auction.
SAT 19

Down Hill Strugglers
Fairbanks
SUN 13

Lauren Magarelli and
the beBhatki Band
BEACON
12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Beacon Farmers Market
223 Main St. (DMV parking lot)
Lauren Magarelli and the
beBhatki Band will play in a
performance sponsored by The
Highlands Current.

PUTNAM VALLEY
6:30 p.m.
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
729 Peekskill Hollow Road
tompkinscorners.org
The old-time string trio will play
originals and folk classics. Cost: $20

VISUAL ARTS
SAT 12

Strange Invention /
Recognition
BEACON
Noon – 6 p.m. | BAU Gallery
506 Main St. | baugallery.org
Diana Vidal will show her
latest photos and Daniel Berlin’s
watercolor and paintings will be on
view. Through July 4.
SAT 12

Hudson River Industry & the Union
Electric Power Plant is a collection
of litho prints by Kyle Gallup that
is part of a larger multimedia,
multi-venue exhibit exploring the
consequences of extracting natural
resources. Through July 6.
SAT 12

Mumbot / Re:Imagine II
BEACON
6 – 9 p.m. Clutter Gallery
163 Main St. | 212-255-2505
shop.cluttermagazine.com/gallery

Expressive Painting
and Collage

THURS 17

GARRISON
1:30 p.m. Garrison Art Center
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3960
garrisonartcenter.org
In this workshop, Jessica Nash will
demonstrate how each technique
benefits the other. Cost: $50

BEACON
Noon. Dia:Beacon
845-231-0811 | diaart.org
In this webinar, museum
educators will discuss the German
artist’s work and life.

SAT 12

Extraction: Art on the
Edge of the Abyss
BEACON
3 – 7 p.m. No. 3 Reading Room
469 Main St. | photobookworks.com
Exhibit B: Bethlehem Steel,

Gerhard Richter

STAGE & SCREEN
SAT 12

The Thing
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Story Screen Drive-In
724 Wolcott Ave. | 845-440-7706
storyscreendrivein.square.site
Kurt Russell starred in this 1982
horror film set in Antarctica. Also
SUN 13. Cost: $10 ($8 children,
seniors, military)
SAT 12

Feel Good Music Series

SUN 13

Eclectic Music &
Poetic Impressions
BEACON
5 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org
The CompCord Ensemble and

Recognition, June 12

Lauren Magarelli, June 13

PEEKSKILL
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Charles Point Park
westchesterballet.org/feel-goodmusic-series
The Westchester Ballet Company
and other dance groups will offer
classes and perform. Free
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WED 16

KENT LAKES
2:30 p.m. Arts on the Lake
640 Route 52 | artsonthelake.org
The Putnam County Dance Project
and musician Pierre de Gaillande
will draw attention to the worldwide
water crisis with performances.

BEACON
8:30 p.m. Story Screen Drive-In
724 Wolcott Ave. | 845-440-7706
storyscreendrivein.square.site
Harrison Ford starred as the
iconic adventurer in this 1989 film.
Also THURS 17, FRI 18, SAT 19,
and SUN 20. Cost: $10 ($8 children,
seniors, military)

Global Water
Dances Festival
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Indiana Jones &
The Last Crusade

SAT 12

La Rivoluzione Siamo Noi
PHILIPSTOWN
8 p.m. Magazzino Italian Art
2700 Route 9 | magazzino
eventbrite.com
The Cinema in Piazza film series
returns with Ilaria Freccia’s 2020
documentary, which uses interviews
and footage from 1967 to 1977, when
Italian art was the center of the
avant garde. Cost: $10 ($5 students
and seniors)

KIDS & FAMILY
SAT 12

Virtual Kids’
Program & Tour
GARRISON
10 a.m. Boscobel | 1601 Route 9D
845-265-3638 | boscobel.org
This month’s program will include
a close-up of a rocking horse and
discuss toys and games of the period.
For ages 5 and older. Cost: $9
SAT 12

Nuovo Cinema Paradiso, June 13

Studio on the Farm
WAPPINGERS FALLS
10:30 a.m. Common Ground Farm
79 Farmstead Lane | 845-231-4424
bit.ly/studio-farm
Molly McKinley will lead an
outdoor workshop of art-making
and exploration of nature through
foraging and sculptural play. For
ages 5 and older. Registration
required. Free

available for purchase. Cost: $12 ($10
ages 6 to 15; free ages 5 and younger)

MON 14

Summer Reading Kick-Off

SUN 13

Nuovo Cinema Paradiso
PHILIPSTOWN
8 p.m. Magazzino Italian Art
2700 Route 9
magazzino.eventbrite.com
The second film of the Cinema in
Piazza series, released in 1998 and
directed by Guiseppe Tornatore,
is set at the end of World War II
in a Sicilian village where a boy,
Salvatore, becomes mesmerized
by the operations at a local movie
house. Cost: $10 ($5 students and
seniors)

GARRISON
2:30 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020
desmondfishlibrary.org
Get a calendar and ink stamper
to keep track of your books for Tails
and Tales, this year’s program for
children, teens and adults. Every
participant will receive a certificate
for free ice cream and $5 off at the
upcoming used book sale.

SAT 19

GARRISON
11 a.m. Garrison Art Center
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3960
garrisonartcenter.org
Jana Platina Phipps will
discuss relationship-building and
storytelling on the social media
platform, and how artists can
showcase their work. Cost: $75

COLD SPRING
11 a.m. West Point Foundry Preserve
80 Kemble Ave.
putnamhistorymuseum.org
Mark Forlow, the co-author of a
book about the West Point Foundry,
will lead a hike and discuss the
site’s significance and past.

Instagram Agility

MON 14

David Abram
SUN 20

Story Walk
COLD SPRING
Butterfield Library | 10 Morris Ave.
845-265-3040 | butterfieldlibrary.org
Celebrate Father’s Day with a
themed book on the library’s path.

GARRISON
7:30 p.m. Garrison Institute
garrisoninstitute.org
In this virtual Pathways to
Planetary Health Forum, the founder
of the Alliance for Wild Ethics will
discuss the more-than-human world.
TUES 15

TALKS & TOURS

The Artist’s Way Book
Group

SAT 12

PHILIPSTOWN
6:30 p.m.
Taconic Outdoor Education Center
75 Mountain Laurel Lane
facebook.com/events
Take a guided hike and then
watch The Lorax outdoors. Snacks

POUGHKEEPSIE
11 a.m. Hudson River Rowing
270 North Water St. | bit.ly/rowing-clinics
Learn about rowing on the
Hudson River in this workshop. Free

Rowing Clinic

History Hike

CIVIC

TUES 15

FRI 18

Guided Hike / The Lorax

SAT 12

PUTNAM VALLEY
7:30 p.m. Putnam Valley Library
845-528-3242 | putnamvalleylibrary.org
In this first session of an ongoing
online series, discuss ideas and
exercises from Julia Cameron’s
workbook for creative people.

City Council
BEACON
7 p.m. Via Zoom
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov
TUES 15

School Board
COLD SPRING
7 p.m. Haldane
845-265-9254 | haldaneschool.org
WED 16

School Board
GARRISON
7 p.m. Garrison School | 1100 Route 9D
845-424-3689 | gufs.org

WHOLE
OURCURBSIDE
DOORS ANIMAL
ARE OPEN
TOBUTCHER
THE PUBLIC
PICKUP/
LOCALLY SOURCED SINCE 2014

PRE-ORDER

TUES: 12:00 - 5:00P | WED - FRI: 9:00A - 6:00P | SAT: 9:00A - 5:00P | SUN: 9:00A - 2:00P

FARMSTEAD CHEESE • CHARCUTERIE

BUTCHER • FARMSTEAD CHEESE • CHARCUTERIE
PREPARED
• SANDWICHES
PREPARED
FOODSFOODS
• CATERING
• SPECIALTY GROCERY

The Gift Hut has the perfect gifts
for Father’s Day and Graduations!

ONLY
WED-SAT
10:00A.M.
– 5:00P.M.
SPECIALTY
GROCERY
• CATERING
Discounted Meat Packages for as low as $50/week

Heat & Eat Meals for as low as $9/per person

3091 US 9, COLD SPRING, NY 10516 • (845)265-2830

m a r b l e d m e a t s h o p . c o m

Shop in store or online at

Unique Gifts, Toys, Puzzles
for the Whole Family

www.gifthut.com

86 Main St. Cold Spring, NY 10516
Instagram

the_gift_hut |

Facebook

@thegifthutny
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Roots and Shoots

look interesting as a ground cover and stop
growing at a height of 3 or 4 inches.
I love the way that white clover looks as
a ground cover and it also adds nitrogen to
the soil and the bees appreciate the flowers.
These attributes make it more beneficial
than a straight lawn.
Turning areas of the lawn into beautiful
islands for native perennials and grasses that
benefit insects and wildlife can also reduce
mowing. You can find the perfect plant selection in any palette that is as lovely as ornamental plans, but with ecological benefits.
Try Asclepias tuberosa (butterf ly
weed), Echinacea purpurea (coneflower)
and Pycnanthemum muticum (shortleaved mountain mint) for a butterflyattracting combination that grows well
in full sun. Butterfly weed is a milkweed,
a crucial plant for monarch butterflies. I
like it because it’s more well-behaved than
common milkweed in a landscape bed.
Common milkweed, while fragrant and
interesting, is harder to control.
Even though it isn’t about carbon emissions, using natural resources like water
wisely makes good sense in adapting to our
changing climate. Rain barrels to collect
rainwater for plants, and using irrigation
hoses, conserves water and makes it available when you need it.
We’ve already had a dry few weeks
followed by a two-day period with as much
rain as we might get in a month. Rain
patterns have become less reliable in the
Hudson Valley due to climate change and,
like most things related to global warming,
will become more extreme.

Gardening
Checklist
By Pamela Doan

I

t’s that time of the
year — time for a
checklist to take
into the garden. How
are you doing so far?
Vegetables
Keep planting. Want a September or
October harvest? Anything with a 90 to
100 “days to maturity” range can be sown.
That could include carrots, beets, broccoli,
cabbage and winter squashes.

Keep weeding.
The first weeds of the season are going
to seed now. Knowing the life cycle of the
plant helps with management; this is an
important moment to prevent more weeds
from sprouting next season. It may seem
futile but new plantings and vegetable
gardens benefit from attention the most.
In flower beds, plant tightly as weed
control. A lush and full planting versus
leaving a lot of space between plants
suppresses weeds with less bare soil. Even
if you have mulch, weeds will grow; it isn’t
a permanent solution.
While barriers such as landscape fabric
or plastic seem like an easy fix, they are
about as effective as mulch. Barriers over
the soil interfere with movement of air and
water and the buildup of organic matter.
The less porosity, the worse for the soil.
Lee Reich’s book, Weedless Gardening, is
a useful guide for weed management that
takes soil enrichment as a priority.
Healthy plants come from healthy soils.
It’s always a good plan to add compost
and organic matter over the soil to feed
plants and build up the dirt. Healthy plants

Butterfly weed and lavender pose together with bees and butterflies. 
need fewer interventions, can survive pest
and pathogen attacks better, and need less
supplemental care like water and nutrients.
In the right place, with adequate sunlight,
plants are pretty self-sufficient.
Be conscious of your landscape’s
carbon footprint.
Gas-powered lawn equipment like
mowers, blowers and whackers are big

Current Classifieds
HELP WANTED
FARM HANDS — Davoren Farm is looking
for two farmhands starting on June 15 and
running to the end of August. Hours are
minimum of 25 up to 40. If interested, email
davorenfarm@gmail.com.
DIGITAL PRINT PRODUCTION ARTIST —
Established, small (but always growing) digital
printing company in Cold Spring seeks an
experienced, full-time digital print production
artist. We are looking for an energetic, selfstarter who is versed in InDesign, Photoshop
and Illustrator. While some design work will
be needed, this is primarily a fast-paced

production position. Stellar customer service
is a must. You will be working directly with
clients, carrying jobs from layout to finished,
printed product. To start ASAP. Email kelly@
greyprinting.com.

FOR RENT
BEACON — Beautiful bright 1BR plus office,
hardwood flooring throughout, consists of
eat-in-kitchen, bathroom, living room, 2nd
floor has sitting/living room, bedroom and
office. Perfect place to live/work, private
backyard with views of Mt. Beacon. Walk
to town, restaurants and shops. Great

Photo by P. Doan

polluters when it comes to carbon-dioxide
emissions that contribute to global warming. By one estimate, using a mower for an
hour produces the equivalent pollution of
driving a car for 200 miles. Switching to
electric gear and reducing the amount of
mowing can make a difference.
To reduce the frequency of mowing,
replace the grass with no-mow or lowmow varieties of eco-grass mixes. These

commuter location access. No pets, smoking.
Tenant pays utilities. $1,800/month. Email
kleinchristine7@yahoo.com.

SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT BOOSTS
WRITING AND STUDY SKILLS — Take a
little summer time for a schoolwork brushup, to be ready to step up in the fall! Local
expert coach in writing and study-skills offers
guidance to students from middle school
through graduate school. NYU MA, editor,
writer, educator, experienced with kids and
adult learners. Remote or in-person sessions.
Email mrsgtutor888@gmail.com or call 914443-4723.
HOUSEKEEPING AND OTHER SERVICES
— Available for cleaning, laundry, ironing,
accompanying patients to medical

New York’s Invasive Species Awareness
Week continues through Saturday (June
12). Check out the resources for plant identification and volunteer opportunities at the
Lower Hudson Partnership for Regional
Invasive Species Management (lhprism.
org). If you have questions about dealing with invasive plants like Japanese
barberry, garlic mustard, stiltgrass, knotweed or swallowwort, email me at rootsandshoots@highlandscurrent.org.

appointments, business support, admin,
data entry or any local errands required in
Cold Spring, Garrison, Beacon and Fishkill.
I am happy to help whether for an hour
or more; whatever your needs are. Email
sandiafonso70@gmail.com or call 845-2455976.
DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK — Benefits
Heritage for the Blind. Tax deductible, free
towing, all paperwork taken care of. Call 833304-0651.

FOR SALE
GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS —
Provide backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay safe
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value). Request a
free quote today. Call 631-498-7851.

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? Place your ad here for $4.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds.

The Highlands Current

highlandscurrent.org

June 11, 2021 15

strings attached

“(hor)Rorshak,” created in part with basketball leather

Artist uses tapestry to pursue abstract

By Alison Rooney

I

f the phrase jacquard tapestry conjures
visions of unicorns and fair maidens,
the artwork of Noel Anderson will soon
erase that connection from your mind.
To begin with, his looms are digital.
Each work starts with a found image that
he manipulates with software, distorting,
mirroring and inverting until it becomes
unrecognizable. Next, he reproduces it as
a tapestry using a digital jacquard loom.
Finally, the fabric takes on a material life, but
even then Anderson may alter it, removing
threads or staining, bleaching and dying it.
In his newer works, several of which are
part of a show at The Ice House gallery in
Garrison that continues through June 26
called Reflec/x/tion of a Blak Cat Bone,
Anderson adheres objects such as bottle
caps and animal parts (including a bull
scrotum and a taxidermy chick), according a value to what had been discarded.
Anderson, who teaches printmaking at
New York University, holds a master of fine
arts in sculpture from Yale and another in
printmaking from Indiana University. He
recalls falling in love with tapestry at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.
“I found myself in the tapestry wing
because nobody was there, and I felt like
weaving represented the margin, that
nobody wanted to go to — which repre-

Noel Anderson

“Through the Looking Glass I”
sented me,” he explains in a video that
accompanies the show.
He explains jacquard weaving this way:
“You have a card with a bunch of holes in
it. Wherever there’s a hole, thread goes
through. Wherever there is no hole, thread
doesn’t go through. Essentially, it’s the
beginning of binary code. I realized that
every time I’m staring at a computer or a
screen, I’m staring at a tapestry.”
This is Anderson’s second show at The
Ice House. In African American folklore, a
“black cat bone” is an object that “possesses
the spiritual powers to conjure, protect
and make invisible. Participants locate the
sacred object by passing the bones from a
black cat through one’s mouth while looking into a mirror. When you get to the right
bone, the mirror will become dark — that
is the black cat bone, and by putting it into
your mouth you can make yourself invisible.”
Yet Anderson says he wants the opposite
to happen when people see his art. “In this
show, you’ll see things like mirrors embedded within the tapestry. From a distance,
you can’t see but when you get closer you can
see yourself. That’s the point — I’m trying to
get people to see themselves in the work.”

“Dis’ Uh So She A Shun”

“Betty Davis I’s”
Jayne Drost Johnson, who runs The Ice
House, notes that many works Anderson was
making previously involved “transforming
the textiles through taking them apart, loosening the weave, making them more abstract.
This time he’s pushing that abstraction to the
forefront with bleaches, dyes, colors, taking

the threads apart to such a degree that the
source material is barely legible.
“He’s inventing his own form,” she says.
“For instance, he took vintage copies of Ebony
and made a solution that would dissolve the
ink on the page, taking a found object, transforming it, through the dissolution/erasure
of the image itself. In a way, that’s what he’s
doing with the textile. Noel’s approach to artmaking has always been about experimentation; he did performance early on, he’s a
maverick as an artist, always experimenting.
He has incredibly complex ways of thinking.
“His source images are of Black men
in American society, archetypical of the
ways we think of Black men in our society: arrested, basketball players, expectations of the way a person should be. They
become abstractions of the individual,
mirroring the images in the work itself. He
starts with something legible, then pushes
it into abstraction, so that the men become
an abstraction of who they are.”
The Ice House, located at 17 Mandalay Dr.
in Garrison, is open by appointment. See
jdj.world or text 518-339-6913.
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Mouths to Feed

Devil in
the Details
By Celia Barbour

I

n our early 20s, my
younger sister,
Maida, and I had
a running joke about
deviled eggs.
Actually, it wasn’t
so much a joke as one
of those back-and-forth
riffs you sometimes get going with a person
who shares your particular sense of humor.
And, actually, it wasn’t very funny either,
though you wouldn’t have been able to
convince us of that as we laughed until we
peed.
It sprang from the truism that deviled
eggs are always a delight at parties but take
an awfully long time to make prettily, and
it featured a young hostess who remains in
her kitchen piping egg-yolk filling into platters of egg whites as the doorbell rings and
her guests arrive and settle in — “just a few
eggs to go!” — and the party gets rolling —
“almost done!” — and the merriment peaks
and the guests start to leave while she’s still
in her apron, piping bag in hand.

I like to think
that we live
in a post-perfection
era, at least when it
comes to photogenic
party foods. But I’m
not sure that’s true.
I would say you had to be there, but I’m
glad you weren’t because you would have
just looked askance at Maida and me as we
gasped for breath.
I think of her every time I make deviled

eggs, and I’ve made them often and variously in the last decade or so, especially
now that we have our own small flock of
prolific and charming chickens. I say “I’ve
made them,” but that’s not true; our son
Henry has become the family’s deviled
egg pro — he loves them enough to bother
putting in the care they require, and he’s
quite handy with a DIY piping bag (a resealable plastic bag with one corner cut off).
Some people act like the most curious thing
about deviled eggs is how they got their name.
It’s not. Their name comes from the silly idea
that spice = heat = hell = the devil.
More intriguing is how easy they are to
make but how hard they are to make just
right. They are one of those utterly straightforward, classic dishes whose preparation
is rife with myths and pitfalls. As cookingscience genius Harold McGee writes in On
Food and Cooking: “A properly prepared
hard-cooked egg is solid but tender, not
rubbery; its shell intact and easy to peel;
its yolk well-centered and not discolored;
its flavor delicate, not sulfurous.”
And yet the very things that make a
deviled egg pretty are not necessarily the
same things that make it delicious.
For example, very fresh eggs make for
awful-looking deviled eggs. That’s because
the white of a very fresh egg adheres to the
inner-shell membrane, making it a mess to
peel. Try as you might, it comes out looking
as ragged and pock-marked as an ancient
sea wall. For clean-peeling shells, you need
eggs that are a couple of weeks old — but
not too old, because the air bubble inside
the shell expands with age, resulting in a
flat-bottomed oval.
Likewise, deviled eggs require thoroughly
cooked, crumbly yolks, but the longer you
boil an egg, the more you risk having your
yolk turn greenish-gray (a harmless but
unsightly reaction), and your white rubbery.
As for centered yolks, if you want to try rotating your eggs in their carton every few days
before boiling them, be my guest.
I like to think that we live in a post-perfection era, at least when it comes to photogenic party foods. But I’m not sure that’s true.
Nonetheless, even a platter of half-perfect
deviled eggs is as pretty as a field of daisies.
And if it falls to the cook (aka Henry) to
clean up (aka devour) the mistakes, he might
just think the joke’s on you.
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Tri-Color Deviled Eggs
Makes 12 halves
6 hard-boiled eggs (see
note below)
2 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 tablespoon butter,
softened but not melted
¼ teaspoon salt, plus more
to taste

 FOR THE DIJON EGGS:

¾ teaspoon Dijon mustard
Dill, for garnish

 FOR THE WASABI EGGS:

NOTICE
VILLAGE OF COLD SPRING POLICE REFORM STAKEHOLDERS GROUP

½ teaspoon wasabi powder
¼ teaspoon rice vinegar
(not seasoned)
Pickled ginger, for garnish

The Village is interested in a broad range of perspectives, experiences, knowledge and values of
our community. Diversity of race, ethnicity, gender, age and nationality are sought and are essential
to conforming to and reaching the goals of the Executive Order.

 FOR THE HARISSA EGGS:

IMPORTANT: A COMMITMENT OF TIME IS NEEDED. THIS WILL BE A WORKING GROUP WITH A
TIMELINE EXTENDING TO MARCH 2022
If, after reviewing information, you are interested, please submit a letter of interest that includes
a statement about why you wish to join the Community Stakeholders Group and what you
believe you can contribute to the group’s work to Jeff Vidakovich, Village Clerk, either by email at
vcsclerk@coldspringny.gov or by mail at 85 Main St. Cold Spring, NY 10516
Deadline for submission of letters of interest is July 2, 2021

Divide the filling into three small bowls. Add the
Dijon to one bowl of filling; the wasabi, vinegar
and sugar to the second; and the harissa to the
third. Blend each well. Taste and correct for salt
and flavorings. If the filling feels soft, refrigerate
for 20 minutes.
Arrange the egg white halves on a platter.
Spoon each filling into a piping bag if using,
or into a small resealable plastic bag with one
corner cut off, and squeeze the filling into the
whites, or simply use two small teaspoons to
dollop it. Garnish each deviled egg flavor with
its appropriate garnish.

Pinch sugar

As part of the plan submitted by the Village of Cold Spring (Village), in response to Gov. Cuomo’s
Executive Order #203 – Police Reform and Reinvention Collaborative, an ad hoc Stakeholders
Group is being formed.

Please review details, which include a description of duties, available on the Village website
(coldspringny.gov) before applying.

Cut each hard-boiled egg in half lengthwise,
wiping off knife between cuts to avoid smearing
yolk onto the surface of the whites. Gently
scoop or pop the yolks into a small bowl or
the mini-bowl of a food processor. Add the
mayonnaise, butter and salt, and blend well.
If not using a food processor, use an electric
mixer or immersion blender for a smooth filling.

¾ teaspoon harissa paste
Cilantro, for garnish

Note: For nicely cooked hard-boiled eggs, first
prepare an ice bath and set aside. Place eggs
in a saucepan with a tight-fitting lid that is
large enough that they don’t overlap. Fill pan
with enough water to cover eggs by an inch.
Bring to a boil over high heat, then immediately
turn off the heat and cover the pot with the lid.
Allow to sit in the hot water 12 to 15 minutes,
depending on the eggs’ size. Use tongs to
transfer each egg to the ice bath. Cool 3 to 5
minutes, then peel and proceed with the recipe.
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“Faceted Panel,” by Derek Porter, is installed over the kitchen and dining area in the
Photos by Vivian Linares
main house. 

Manitoga, Remade
With grant and vision, site brings art out of storage
By Alison Rooney

M

anitoga, the Garrison site which
includes industrial designer
Russel Wright’s home, studio
and designed landscape, is like a parent of

Artists in
Residence
This is the eighth year of Manitoga’s
artist residency program, which
was launched “to foster creative
responses” to the house and
gardens “that invoke Russel Wright’s
legacy of creative experimentation
and celebration of place.”
The 2021 responses are “Tea
House,” which Yoshihiro Sergel and
Diana Mangaser of YSDM Studio
constructed in Mary’s Meadow, near
the public parking lot, and “Faceted
Panel,” an installation by Derek
Porter in the main house above the
kitchen and dining room area.
Sergel and Mangaser say they
considered a few locations before
deciding on the meadow for “Tea
House,” which they placed on stone
footings with a center hearth. The
structure was handmade with cedar,
string and paper. In the fall they
plan to hold a tea ceremony and
musical performances there. People
are invited to remove their shoes
and sit inside “to find calm and rest
the spirit,” they say.
“Faceted Panel” uses industrial
stainless-steel reflectors arranged
in patterns to reflect changes, from
the time of day to seasons. Porter
says the material is designed to
evoke and involve the surrounding
nature, which is visible through
floor-to-ceiling windows.

several children: a need pops up in one just
as another is being tended to.
In the 20 years since Manitoga became a
nonprofit and opened the estate for tours
and hiking, there has been one persistent
difficulty: How can the nearly 2,000 objects
in the Wright collection be displayed in a
relatively small space?
The solution, years in the making, was
finalized recently with the opening of the
Russel and Mary Wright Design Gallery,
which has been added to the daily tours
that run through Nov. 8.
The initial discussion about how to
display more of Wright’s work began at a
board retreat in 2013, said Allison Cross,
Manitoga’s executive director.
“Some board members who were collectors
raised the issue of product design legacy,” she
recalls. “We had only a small design collection and promises of gifts, but even then the
questions were, ‘Where do we put it? How do
we steward it? It’s an integral part of Manitoga; should we show the full collection?’”
Because the goal, she says, was “to present Wright’s integrated legacy, which is
the landscape, architecture and product
design,” the board decided to first stabilize the buildings, interiors and the landscape before “expanding our narrative”
with installations and scholarship.
To that end, the staff offices were relocated to a nearby location to free up space
in the house. A small powder room was
made into an exhibit space to gauge reactions. The bedroom wing, which had been
offices and program space for artists doing
residencies, was retrofitted.
The board was encouraged by a Luce
Foundation grant for $300,000. “This validated it and inspired board members and
others to turn their long-term loans into
gifts,” Cross says. “We also renovated the
former garage into a reception area, with a
public restroom and a kitchenette, so we no
longer need to use those parts of the house.”
The transformation was completed by
Studio Joseph, a New York City firm that
specializes in exhibition design and was
recommended by a board member, Donald

The dining area (above) is visible through floor-to-ceiling windows.

Yoshihiro Sergel and Diana Mangaser sit in "Tea House," which they designed for Manitoga.
Albrecht. “Donald envisioned the thematic
organization of the exhibition space,” Cross
says. “He had the vision of ‘This is what we’ll
present,’ and together we went through the
objects to demonstrate as much breadth as
possible, focusing on classic lines.
“The idea was to have visual impact so
people could see the variety,” she says. “There
are walls organized by color, form and
pattern, and there’s a central pedestal timeline. The fourth wall of the gallery is the glass
windows and doors from which you can see
the quarry. It all makes for a beautifully integrated picture, from which people see how
sculptural the forms are, and the patterning of
the botanicals, taken right from the property.”
Substitutions can be made to the exhibit,
although Cross says that will likely happen
only every three or four years. Cataloging
will begin soon, followed by scholarship

and expanding programs.
“It’s a complex place — we’re talking
about plates and hemlock trees in the
same meeting,” Cross says. “Forests have
their own big, challenging, environmental
issues. The strategy is having a board that
represents the three prongs and acknowledges all of them.”
Manitoga, located at 584 Route 9D in
Garrison, is open for 90-minute tours by
appointment. House and landscape tours
are $30 to $40 per person and landscape
tours are $15 per person. Private tours are
available for $100 to $150 per person. See
visitmanitoga.org/tours for a schedule and
to purchase tickets. Manitoga’s trails are
open to the public daily from dawn to dusk,
but no pets are allowed.
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In 1921, Palen’s offered a free bar of soap with a purchase of Klenzo.

Looking Back in Philipstown
By Chip Rowe

150 Years Ago (June 1871)
Asa Truesdell lost his left arm at the
shoulder after he was hit by a train near
the Cold Spring station. Truesdell had
been walking home from Fishkill Landing
[Beacon] when a freight train stopped at
the Breakneck tunnel. Assuming it would
stop for water at Cold Spring, he jumped
aboard. When he realized the train did not
plan to stop at the water tank, he leaped to
the wooden tank platform, which gave way.
He was spun around by the train as he fell
and his arm went over the rail.
The Great Commonwealth Circus pitched
its tent at the corner of Parrott and Pine
streets for a Friday night show. The
company noted that, unlike other troupes,
it was a cooperative owned by the artists.
The performers included somersault rider
Charles Read, cannonball performer John
Conklin, infant bareback rider Leon La
Rue, the Great Conklin Brothers comedy
team, acrobats Brown and Sandford, talking clown Pete Conklin and Count von
Bismarck’s Celebrated Prussian Band.

A new platform was constructed at the
Fountain Head pump with the slabs laid
a half inch apart so wastewater would not
pool. The Village Board also authorized
the purchase of a new pump for Paulding
Avenue if repairs were too expensive.
Mrs. Henry Purdy was saved from serious
injury or death by William Lickley after she
fell from the steps while boarding a slowly
moving train at the depot. Lickley pulled
her off the track.
W.H. Beskeen, a miner employed at the
Breakneck tunnel, died of smallpox. He
apparently caught it from a son of Mrs. Quirk,
who lives nearby, who came home from
New York City with the disease. The workers were given notice but “the warning went
unheeded,” The Cold Spring Recorder noted.
Barney Hand lost a finger when cutting
feed for his horse.
The Ladies Aid Society of the Presbyterian Church held its annual Cream and
Strawberry Festival at Town Hall.
Mr. Wilson grew an Egyptian blood beet
that was 6 inches around.
By a 4-1 vote, the Village Board agreed to
raise the daily stipend for highway laborers

C & E Paint Supply
Orders can be placed by phone or in-store.
We provide in-store or curb-side pick-up.
Masks must be worn in the store and, until social
distancing is no longer required, no dogs please.
NEW STORE HOURS:

Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Closed Saturday and Sunday

158 Main Street
(845) 265-3126
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The Bella Vista on West Street in Cold Spring was named in 1921.
by 25 cents.
At Garrison, a boarder named John Floyd
insulted Henry Scofield, who responded by
beating him. Floyd hired a Peekskill lawyer
who obtained a warrant in Putnam Valley for
Scofield, who was arrested for assault and
held on $250 bail. But Floyd also allegedly
threatened vengeance against Scofield, who
filed for an arrest warrant in Cold Spring for
Floyd, who was sent to the Carmel jail.
Two miles east of Cold Spring, a burglar
ransacked the home of Sylvanus McKeel,
“from cellar to garret,” taking cash and a
satchel.
An earthquake struck at 10 p.m. on a
Sunday night, rattling windows and doors.
The Recorder editor complained that
police officers had ignored “a wretched
female” who, over two nights, “was allowed
to corrupt the village with her drunken
presence and depraved behavior.”
A 5-year-old cow owned by Levi Bailey in
the North Highlands produced 4.5 gallons
during her first milking.
A reward was offered for two golden
pheasants stolen from F. P. James.
Gilmore, the root beer manufacturer,
offered bottles of his beverage from the
store formerly occupied by the post office.
About 100 people attended a meeting at
Town Hall to discuss opening a cooperative
store in Cold Spring.
100 Years Ago (June 1921)
Palen’s Drug Store offered a free bar of
Klenzo Toilet Soap with the purchase of a
family-size tube of Klenzo Dental Creme.
Thomas Impell promised $5 in gold to
the person who supplied the best name for
his new business on the riverfront, which
he said would include a dance hall, ice
cream parlor, restaurant and hotel. Nearly
100 people entered, and Mrs. Coryell Clark
and Osmond Baxter Jr. split the prize when
both suggested Bella Vista.
The Putnam County Historical Society
held its annual picnic at the carriage house
of the Continental Village farm of Stuyvesant
Fish. Automobiles ferried participants from
Main and Chestnut streets for $2 roundtrip.

The Rev. Joseph Bergan of Our Lady
of Loretto, who had been transferred to
a parish in New York City, was presented
with $425 and 26 pink roses, a symbol
of his 26 years in the priesthood. He was
succeeded by the Rev. William Dooley,
formerly at the Church of St. Columba in
Hopewell Junction.
Elizabeth Crosby of Garrison won the
Philipstown spelling bee.
The Ladies’ Guild of the Methodist
Church presented the comedy Jerusha
Dow’s Family Album, in which various
characters in old photos came to life.
A baseball team from Croton forfeited to
Cold Spring in the eighth inning following
a dispute over the rules. The locals argued
that a base runner was out if hit by a batted
ball or if he interfered with the fielder;
Croton said it had never heard of such a rule.
“Baseball has advanced very rapidly in the
past few years, which probably accounts for
the visitors’ ignorance,” The Recorder noted.
In an advertisement, W.T. Watson, “the
leading photographer of the Eastern Shore
of Maryland,” announced he had rented
“the little blue-front store opposite the Old
Homestead Club” on Main Street to sell his
portraits and landscapes.
The organ at the Presbyterian Church,
which had been out of commission for
months, was repaired and upgraded from
motor power with water to electricity.
Victory Ventry began an ice route around
Garrison.
A group of New York City boys hiking
through Garrison were caught stealing cookies and other food from Samuel
Baxter’s house. Justice Ladue sentenced
them to five days in the jail at Town Hall.
Joseph McCormack of Manitou received
a permit to run a bus line from the Garrison
depot and ferry to Peekskill.
Harry Williams and H. Moss of the Frivol
Film Co. of New York City stayed at the
River View Inn while scouting locations
and shooting scenic footage for its two-reel
comedies starring Williams.
A young combat veteran visiting Cold
(Continued on Page 19)
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(Continued from Page 18)
Spring from New Jersey attempted suicide
in Depot Square by drinking a vial of
iodine. After he collapsed, a crowd gathered and Joseph Daley administered hot
milk and mustard. The man’s throat was
badly burned but he was able to share his
story of wartime trauma with The Recorder
before his father came to take him home.
Hillcrest Presentations advertised its
latest films to be shown at Town Hall,
including Desperate Youth, starring “the
girl [Gladys Walton] who played the heroine
in those two famous pictures, Pink Tights
and All Dolled Up.” Hillcrest said Town Hall
would be “well-supplied with electric fans.”
Philipstown reminded residents that a
law going into effect on July 1 would require
all dogs to be licensed and wear a collar and
tag or they would be seized and killed.
Paul July, who worked in New York City
and lived in Yonkers, stopped with his wife
and two children in Cold Spring for his first
visit to his hometown in 20 years.
James Pillow returned to the North
Highlands from the American Peony Society exhibition held over two days at Historical Hall in Boston.
After a dry spell, the village got 2.5 inches
of rain in 30 minutes, which overwhelmed
the gutters and flooded Main Street, washing out portions of the sidewalk between
the Old Homestead Club and the railroad.
A 20-year-old electrician from Brooklyn drowned on a Sunday afternoon while
swimming near Constitution Island. He
and his new wife had rented furnished
rooms over J.Y. Mekeel’s store for the weekend. Despite a search with grappling hooks
and dynamite, the body was not found until
Wednesday morning.

An advertisement from June 1921 for a
grocer in Cold Spring
75 Years Ago (June 1946)
Samuel Gallu, formerly the featured
tenor with Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians, performed with the Philipstown
Choral Society at a concert to benefit the
Butterfield Library. The society had been
organized the year before and had its
debut concert, a performance of Handel’s
Messiah, during the holidays.
Joseph Hoey was sentenced to one to five
years at Sing Sing for stealing an automobile owned by Darrell Huff of Garrison.
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The Philipstown chapter of the Order of
Eastern Star celebrated its 50th anniversary at the Masonic Temple in Nelsonville.

HELLO, DOLLY! — Christopher Radko shared this photo on Facebook of Gene Kelly
directing Barbra Streisand in a “cover set” filmed 53 years ago at what is now the
Garrison Recreation Center and was formerly a gymnasium for the Capuchin friars.
50 Years Ago (June 1971)
The Putnam County News & Recorder
printed a ballot at the request of Cold
Spring Mayor Raymond LeFever for villagers to indicate whether to reinstall the traffic light at Main and Fair streets.
A resident wrote to the PCNR to complain
that U.S. Rep. John Dow, whose district
included Philipstown, was associated with
the National Peace Action Coalition, which
was “firmly in the hands of known Communists.”
Volunteers from the Allen Coal Co., Edgar
Polhemus Co. and Joseph Percacciolo and
Sons hauled 850 yards of stone to the site
of the proposed Philipstown Memorial Park
and Pool for its roads and parking lot.
Pearl Chertok, a harpist who had played
on the Ed Sullivan and Captain Kangeroo
shows, performed for Haldane students in
a PTA program.
The undefeated High School of Art and
Design wrestling team won the New York
City championship under the direction of
Coach Al Ireland of Nelsonville, a former
Marine sergeant who had been awarded
nine Purple Hearts. The next month,
Ireland was named the city’s wrestling
coach of the year.
Nelsonville announced the reorganization of its five-man police department.
The Haldane school district divided its
$1.69 million budget — an increase of 15
percent over the previous year — into five
sections on the ballot, but voters defeated

all five. The central budget of $1.56 million
was defeated, 713-196; the closest vote
among the other four proposals was to
fund athletics and extracurriculars, which
lost 499-423. Two propositions — to buy
two school buses and a station wagon, and
to increase the board from five to nine
members — also were soundly defeated.
Asked the next day how he was feeling,
District Principal Robert Roda replied,
“Glum.”
The North Highlands Engine Co. No. 1
won best overall company (from among 103
entries) at the 82nd Annual Hudson Valley
Volunteer Firemen’s Association parade in
Beacon. Its ladies auxiliary was named the
best in Class A.
After a resident complained to the Cold
Spring board about Grand Union shopping
carts being abandoned all over the village,
officials notified the grocery store it would
start issuing fines unless they were picked up.
Commodore Lewis Novoting, president
and chairman of the Globe Slicing Co. of
Stamford, Connecticut, celebrated his 80th
birthday. He co-founded the firm in 1919
and still commuted daily from his home in
Cold Spring. [In the 1930s, Novoting and
his partner in Globe had built a development with about 60 homes around Lake
Valhalla in the Highlands.]
Forty students from Haldane High
School traveled to Stratford, Connecticut,
to see a performance of The Tempest by the
American Shakespeare Festival Theatre.

25 Years Ago (June 1996)
After Dan Crimmins defeated incumbent
Pat Sexton for a spot on the five-member
Haldane school board, Sexton asked her
three colleagues to appoint her to a seat
newly vacated by a member who resigned.
The Open Space Institute, which had
purchased 2,068 acres of the former Hubbard
Estate in Philipstown for $6 million in 1991,
sold the parcel to New York State for half
that price so it could be added to Fahnestock
State Park. The Haldane school district was
set to receive $171,000 annually in lieu of
taxes on the property, which would be taken
off the tax rolls, but estimated its loss would
be closer to $400,000.
The Garrison Volunteer Fire Co. organized a flea market and auction to restore
its 1929 Sanford pumper truck in time for
the department’s 75th anniversary in 2004.
Lucio Petrocelli sued the Philipstown
Town Board for its alleged negligence in
maintaining Indian Brook Road, Avery
Road, East Mountain Road North and East
Mountain Road South, all dirt. He said he
had a petition signed by 535 residents who
favored paving them.
Police responded to a call from two
female hikers who said they were tied to
a tree at gunpoint by a masked man near
Breakneck Ridge. The women, who were
from White Plains, said the robber took
only a container of mace and their car keys.
In a women’s league softball game, the
T&L Terminators came from behind to
defeat Guinans, 25-24, when Sandi Sinacori hit a bases-loaded single in the bottom
of the final inning.
Jacob Weisberg, author of In Defense of
Government, John Horgan, author of The
End of Science, and Hillary Johnson, author
of Osler’s Web, an investigation of chronic
fatigue syndrome, held a joint book signing
at Salmagundi’s.
The Philipstown Recreation Department’s newly created lacrosse program
for students in grades 4 to 9 hosted a team
from White Plains in what was thought to
be the first lacrosse game played in Philipstown. The visitors prevailed, 4-0, before
about 150 spectators.
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Marijuana (from Page 1)
At a meeting on June 3, members of the
Philipstown Town Board proposed meeting
with their counterparts in Cold Spring and
Nelsonville to discuss if or how they will
approach retail sales.
“It’s a good idea to hash out the details”
with the villages before deciding how to
proceed, Supervisor Richard Shea said
during the socially distanced meeting at
the newly renovated Town Hall. He admitted to mixed feelings about the pot trade,
but “if it’s not happening here, it’s happening someplace else.”
Later, at the Cold Spring meeting, Mayor
Dave Merandy said he didn’t agree with coordinating with Philipstown and Nelsonville.
“Each municipality needs to address this
on their own,” Merandy said, with agreement from Trustees Fran Murphy and
Marie Early. “A referendum is the best way
to see what people would like.”
When Merandy polled the board, Trustee
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Tweeps Woods said she favored “a conversation with the community” but had not yet
decided whether she supported local retail
sales, or whether it should go to a referendum.
Kathleen Foley supported “a listening session or two” and said that she is
“inclined to let the public decide.”
Murphy said a referendum gives all voters
“a chance to say what they want to say” and
downplayed the need for listening sessions.
“The village should permit sales” but
not “on-site smoking dens,” said Early. “I
do think a referendum would provide the
broadest feedback we could get.” She did
not support holding listening sessions.
After its discussion, the board directed
Clerk Jeff Vidakovich to consult with
village attorney John Furst in drafting a
resolution to place a referendum on the
Nov. 2 ballot. Because the deadline is Dec.
31, the board also could forgo a referendum
and allow the newly elected trustees and
mayor to decide after the election. Merandy,
Murphy and Early will not be on the ballot.

The mayor stressed the need for an “information blitz” to educate village residents about
the law before any vote. “People should understand it’s not a free-for-all; it’s not like you walk
into a gas station and buy marijuana.”
Under the law, Putnam County will
collect and share a 4 percent sales tax on
marijuana with Cold Spring, Nelsonville
and Philipstown. The municipality where
the shop is located will receive 75 percent
and the county 25 percent. If a retailer is
in a village (such as Cold Spring or Nelsonville) that is within a town that also opts in
(such as Philipstown), the municipalities
will divide the 75 percent.
“I’m concerned that there’s clear accountability and reporting on this, because it’s
the one local tax that the state will require
Putnam to share with us,” Foley said. “I
want to make sure we’re being paid what
we’re supposed to be paid” if marijuana
sales are approved.
“I agree,” Merandy said.
Foley cited what she said was a lack of
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transparency by the county in the past in
reporting sales tax data from the village.
Putnam is one of a few counties in the state
that doesn’t share sales tax revenue with its
municipalities.
The Nelsonville board discussed the
new state law in April after Trustee Chris
Winward attended a meeting at which
the New York Conference of Mayors
explained the options for municipalities.
She suggested that Nelsonville could pass
a local law opting out near the end of the
year that would allow residents to petition, through what is known as a permissive referendum, to put it on the ballot in
March 2022 for an up-or-down vote.
“If we do opt out, we have the option of
opting back in,” she explained. “But if we don’t
opt out, we can never opt out.” Opting out
through a local law that could be then placed
on the ballot would be “the safe way to do it.”
Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong contributed
reporting.

Pride (from Page 1)
and Kk Naimool have put together the city’s
first Liberation March, scheduled to begin
at noon at Memorial Park on Saturday (June
12) and sparked in part by an anti-gay letterwriting campaign by Dick Murphy, a former
Dutchess County legislator.
Minkowitz said she hopes the march will
send a message that even in a politically
progressive city such as Beacon, homophobia still exists. The march will also amplify
the need for organized advocacy, she said.
“The efforts Beacon’s local businesses
have made to show support are absolutely
essential for positive change, but they aren’t
enough,” said Minkowitz, who is a writer.
“At the end of the day, liberation is about
us. It’s up to us.”
Laura and Samantha Abby, a married
couple who own The Studio, a boxing and
cycling gym, promote Pride Month each year
by offering Pride-themed classes. But Laura
Abby noted that they have “never been part
of a real coordinated effort to observe Pride
in Beacon, even though each year it feels
like Beacon makes a little more progress in
celebrating its queer community.”
There is only so much business owners
can do on their own, she said. “We love raising money every year for LGBTQ centers in
surrounding towns, but I would love for us
to be able to put the money toward things
in Beacon.”
The Abbys have two young children and
“would love to find family friendly ways
to connect our kids with other families in
the queer community,” Laura said. “I’m
always saying to people, ‘How can I get more
involved?’ or ‘Who do I talk to?’ And the
response has been, ‘We don’t really know yet.’
If there’s something I’d like to see happen, I
may have to be involved in creating it.”
Dolan, of Blend, said that Beacon residents can do more, such as “advocating for
more gender-neutral bathrooms, helping
out the LGBTQ centers [in surrounding
municipalities] to create more educational
events and bring together the LGBTQ
community within Beacon.”
Joe Waring moved to Beacon five years

PUTNAM PRIDE
On June 5, Putnam Pride held its
second annual rally and march
in coordination with Putnam for
Black Lives. The event began with
speakers at the Historic Courthouse
in Carmel and a moment of silence
before drag queens Angel Elektra
and Shay D’Pines led the crowd of
200 down Gleneida Avenue to Gilead
Presbyterian Church for several
hours of music, entertainment and
performances. Sponsors included
Magazzino Italian Art in Philipstown,
Putnam County Tourism, the Putnam
County Economic Development
Corp., Tompkins Corners Cultural
Center in Putnam Valley, Split Rock
Books in Cold Spring and Cathryn’s
Tuscan Grille in Cold Spring.
ago after hearing how progressive the
city was becoming. But, upon arrival, he
noticed a disconnect between acceptance
and what he calls “activation.”
“There were Pride flags everywhere” in the
city, he observed, “but there was no centralization for LGBTQ events or activities.”

Photos by Laurie Doppman

Waring knew from his own experience
the value of an established LGBTQ community, especially for young adults, so he has
worked to make connections for those
people in Beacon.
“I talk to a lot of people who say they move
here because of all the pride they see, but
then they get here and think, ‘Where will I
meet people?’ ” he said. “There are no gay or
lesbian bars here, and in terms of where to
go and who to talk to, a lot of people struggle.
I made it my goal to bring people together.”
Waring approached Kyriacou in 2019 to
ask about creating an LGBTQ advocacy
board that would report to the City Council.

Kyriacou asked him to join the city’s Human
Relations Commission, which was renamed
this year the Human Rights Commission.
Waring did, and has continued pushing
on his own to foster an organized LGBTQ
community, saying that “one of my biggest
milestones was facilitating the flying of the
Pride flag” at City Hall.
Waring has also created pop-up Pride
events and used social media to connect the
LGBTQ community, but, like the small-business owners, feels stunted by limitations in
funding and formal leadership. “I’m a oneman show,” he said. “I do everything I can,
but I really only work at a grassroots level.”
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OBI T UA RIE S

Henry Finger
Henry R. Finger, 94, who owned businesses
in Cold Spring, died May 24 in Florida.
Henry was a New York Herald Tribune
photographer before he entered the U.S.
Navy during World War II, where he was
a public relations photographer. After his
honorable discharge, he married Shirley
Tvedt and became a member of the Sheet
Metal Workers union Local 28 and started
an excavation business. Shirley died in 1968.
Henry began building and renovating
houses and in 1974 purchased the former
railroad station in Cold Spring, which was a
gas station. He eventually converted it into
a restaurant that he ran with his second
wife, Jean.
After leaving the restaurant business, he
followed his passion for fixing and restoring
old cars, especially Ford Model As. In 1989 he
was elected and served as highway superintendent in Putnam Valley. He and Jean split
their time between New York and Florida. He
always had a boat and enjoyed fishing.
Along with his wife of 52 years, he is
survived by his sons, Robert Finger (Mary),
James Finger (Elizabeth) and Frederick
Finger (Marcelle), and his daughter-in-law,
Susan. He is also survived by his stepchildren: Paul Richmond (Barbara), Margaret
McCaffery (Tom), Penny Fiorio and Robin
Dever (Brian), 14 grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren. A memorial service
will be held at a later date.

Francis Colbert (1938-2021)
Francis Colbert, 82, a
lifelong resident of Cold
Spring, died May 29. He
was known affectionately
to friends and family as
“Uncle Bean.”
Born Oct. 10, 1938, in Cold Spring, he was the

son of Robert and Bertha (Monroe) Colbert.
After graduating from Haldane High
School, Francis enlisted in the U.S. Army
and later worked for the Philipstown Highway Department until his retirement. He
is survived by a sister, Elizabeth Norton of
Glenham.

William DeSimone (1947-2021)
William F. DeSimone,
73, a lifelong Cold Spring
resident, died May 21 at
Vassar Brothers Medical
Center in Poughkeepsie.
Born in Brooklyn on June
23, 1947, he was the son of Shirley Clum.
William served in the U.S. Army during the
Vietnam War and worked as a butcher at
the former A&P supermarket in Yorktown
Heights for 47 years.
On Sept. 4, 1965, at St. Mary, Mother of
the Church in Fishkill, he married Rosemary Grova. They had met when he was
15 years old.
In addition to his wife of 55 years, he is
survived by his children, William Joseph
(“Billy Joe”) (Gabrielle) of Cold Spring and
Gina Pereira (Jorge) of Hopewell Junction; and
his grandchildren, Elena, Isabella and Melanie. He is also survived by a brother, Robert
DeSimone, and a stepsister, Diane Brinks.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held on
May 28 at St. Mary, Mother of the Church,
followed by interment with military honors
at Fishkill Rural Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital (stjude.org).

Fred Okrent (1942-2021)
Fred M. Okrent, 78, of Pittsfield, New Hampshire, and formerly of Beacon, died April 8.
Born May 21, 1942, in Brooklyn, Fred

S E R V I C E

was the son of Gabriel and
Minnie (Hecht) Okrent. He
graduated from New York
City Community College
with a degree in electrical
technology and worked for
IBM from 1963 until his retirement in 1992.
He also served in the U.S. Army and the
National Guard.
Fred devoted many years to the fire
service. He was a life member of W.H. Mase
Hook and Ladder Co. in Beacon and served
as captain of the City of Beacon Rescue
Squad. After moving to New Hampshire,
he served with the Pittsfield Fire Department as a firefighter, EMT and captain.
Fred loved airplanes and flying. He
obtained his private pilot’s license and
was a volunteer at the New Hampshire
Aviation Museum and was working on a
project at the Manchester School of Technology helping high school students build
an airplane. He also volunteered as a courtappointed special advocate for children in
the New Hampshire Family Court System.
He enjoyed cooking and woodworking.
He is survived by his wife, Laura, whom
he married in 2001; his children, Debbie
DiRubbio (Dean) of Beacon, Stacey Sorbello
(Albert) of Newburgh and Christopher
Okrent (Paula) of Kerhonkson; his grandchildren, Sadie and Danielle DiRubbio,
Reagan and Ainsley Sorbello, and Michael
and Carter Okrent; his former wife, Dee
Kennedy; a sister, Randy Kraft, and
brother, Arthur Okrent; his stepchildren,
Tim Ahearn (Kristen) and Trisha Girard
(Brian); and his step-grandchildren, Taylor,
Aaron, Lucas, Hannah and Marc.
Firematic and memorial services were
held on June 5 at Riverview Funeral Home
by Halvey in Beacon. Memorial donations
may be made to the Aviation Museum of New
Hampshire (nhahs.org) or the FASNY Firemen’s Home in Hudson (firemenshome.com).

Ed Tucker Sr. (1943-2021)
Edward Tucker Sr., 78,
a former Beacon school
board member, died on
May 23 at his home in
Wappingers Falls.
He was born in the
South Bronx on May 26, 1943, and later
adopted by Leroy and Bertha (Vance)
Tucker. Following the death of his mother,
he was raised by his aunt, Charlotte Vance.
He married Patricia Lancaster. After that
marriage ended in divorce, he married
Attie Dolby in 1973.
Ed graduated from Fordham University
as salutatorian, earning a bachelor’s degree
in public administration. In 1977, he earned
a master’s degree in political science from
Marist College. He twice served on the
Beacon school board.
Ed worked as a corrections counselor
at Green Haven Correctional Facility and
later was promoted to superintendent at the
Beacon Correctional Facility. He also served
as superintendent at Sing Sing Correctional
Facility and deputy superintendent at the
Sullivan and Woodbourne correctional
facilities. He retired in 1998 and devoted
the remainder of his life to politics.
A memorial service was held on June 2
at Rhodes Funeral Home in Poughkeepsie.

Other Recent Deaths
Beacon
Dominic Capogna Sr., 85
Frances Cook, 79
Victor DiGiovanni, 84
Renee Ferrer, 85
Neil Gallagher, 79

Louise Jabuka, 89
Carol McCormack, 79
Carolyn Pecora, 95
Joseph Verdile, 82

For more obituaries,
see highlandscurrent.org.
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Sports

UNDEFEATED
The Rombout Middle School baseball team
defeated Haldane, 12-2, at Dutchess Stadium
on June 2 to complete a perfect season.

Photos by Liam Goodman

 The Garrison School middle school softball team ended its season with wins over Beacon and Ossining and no losses.

Photo provided
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Puzzles
7LittleWords

Cross Current
ACROSS
1. Lingo
6. Slopes regular
12. Tenant
13. Sheathe
14. Schedules
15. Pumpkin relatives
16. Appointment
17. Spring meltdown
19. Cooking fuel
20. Libertine
22. Poseidon’s home
24. Satisfied sigh
27. La Scala solo
29. Fine spray
32. Fruity rum cocktail
35. Author Wiesel
36. Eve’s third son
37. That girl
38. “Awesome, dude!”
40. Pop
42. Trojans’ sch.
44. Org.
46. Forget-me- —
(flowers)
50. Paris art museum
52. Athlete’s woe
54. Tempt
55. Point maker
56. Op-ed pieces
57. Dwelling
DOWN
1. Actress Ward

2. Aspiring atty.’s
exam
3. Fall bloom
4. Formerly called
5. Hand signals
6. Video game giant
7. Recognizes
8. Hosp. section
9. Haggles
10. Fed. food
inspector
11. GI dining hall
12. Leary’s drug
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18. Patty Hearst,
for one
21. Feed-bag morsel
23. Outback bird
24. Mimic
25. 100 percent
26. Barber’s offerings
28. Flabbergast
30. Learning ctr.
31. Common title start
33. Museum-funding
org.
34. Prof’s degree

39. Pride and
Prejudice suitor
41. Pear variety
42. Peter Fonda’s
beekeeper role
43. Male deliveries?
45. Beholds
47. Partially mine
48. Genealogy chart
49. Neighbor of Leb.
51. By way of
53. Sgt., e.g.

© 2021 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel
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Answers for June 4 Puzzles
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1. TENTING, 2. ATTENDING, 3. PONZI, 4. CLEARLY, 5. DUNELAND, 6. SUSTAINED, 7. BRAVEST

Answers will be published next week. See highlandscurrent.org/puzzle for interactive sudoku.
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SPORTS

Follow us at twitter.com/hcurrentsports

HALDANE LACROSSE
The Haldane High School’s boys’ lacrosse
team, seeded No. 5 in the Section I, Class D
tournament, pulled off an upset on Monday
(June 7), eliminating No. 4 Blind Brook,
10-9.
The Blue Devils advanced to Wednesday’s semifinal at No. 1 Irvington, which
built a 9-3 halftime lead on the way to a
12-4 win to end the Haldane season.
Evan Giachinta had two goals for
Haldane and Will Sniffen and Darrin
Santos each had one. Keeper Andrew
Aistin, who filled in for an injured Jordan
Hankel, had 11 saves.
“To get back to the semifinals two years
in a row is a great accomplishment,” said
Coach Ed Crowe. “Andrew did an amazing
job for us in the cage, and we wouldn’t be
here without Darrin Santos.”
Santos, a senior caption, said he was
pleasantly surprised to be back in the semifinal, although “we could’ve played a bit
better. We’re a young team, so they’ll be
good next year. We made it here last year
[in 2019, before the pandemic shutdown],
and I’m kind of shocked to be back here
again.”
Santos said he and twin brother, Dan,
enjoyed playing their final high school
season — and game — together before heading to separate prep schools in the fall.
“We been playing together since we were
4 years old,” he said. “But now we’re 17, and
we’re done. It’s sad, obviously, but we had
a good spring — after it was pushed back
and back [by COVID-19 restrictions] — and
we were grateful to be playing.”
In the quarterfinal win over Blind Brook,

Dan Santos (24) winds up for a shot at goal in the semifinal game at Irvington.
Photo by S. Pearlman

Varsity Roundup
By Skip Pearlman

Haldane got five goals and a pair of assists
from Darrin Santos, Liam Gaugler scored
twice and Aistin had 15 saves. “It was one
of the best performances of the year” by the
team, Crowe said.

BEACON SOFTBALL
The Beacon High School softball team,
seeded No. 12 in the Section I, Class A2
tournament, saw its season end on Saturday

(June 5) with a 20-5 loss to No. 5 Nanuet.
At the plate, Leanna Rinaldi drove in
three runs, Kyla Richardson went 3-for-3
with an RBI, Christina Merola was 2-for-3
with an RBI and Haleigh Zukowski went
2-for-3.
“That was a tough loss to a good Nanuet
team,” said Coach Michael Carofano. “We
had one of our better days at the plate, but
errors hurt us.
“Though the season did not go as
planned, I’m proud of our girls for battling
adversity on and off the field,” he added.
Four Bulldogs earned postseason awards:
Rinaldi was named All-Section Honorable
Mention and Rinaldi, Zukowski, Olivia
Spiak and Olivia Ciancanelli earned AllLeague honors.
“I think that speaks volumes, when the
other opponents in our league were Arlington, John Jay, Ketcham and Lourdes,”
Carofano said. He also thanked his seniors
— Jade Matias, Bernadette Kish and Kelly
Murphy — for their dedication to the
program.

BASEBALL

The Beacon High School softball season ended Saturday with a playoff loss to Nanuet.
Photo provided

Haldane High School, the No. 4 seed in
the Section I, Class C tournament, nearly
pulled an upset on Saturday (June 5) of No.
1 Tuckahoe, falling 4-3.
John Dwyer started on the mound for
the Blue Devils and went four innings with
Trajan McCarthy pitching the final two. At
the plate, Jack Jordan was 3-for-4 with a

double and an RBI.
“That was an amazing game, and hardfought on both sides,” said Coach Simon
Dudar. “After having a pretty hard year
record-wise, it was incredible to see our
guys come out with the amount of fire and
passion that they did and push the No. 1
seed to the brink. With such a young team,
the confidence this last game gave them
will be immeasurable.”
Jordan was named All-Section Honorable Mention, All-County and All-League,
and John Bradley earned All-County and
All-League recognition.
“Dwyer, Ryan Eng-Wong and Ryan
Merritt were all big for us,” Dudar said.
“And our younger guys — Jeremy Hall,
Trajan McCarthy, Julian Ambrose, John
Kisslinger — started every game and played
up to the varsity level. They’re the making
of a good core of ballplayers moving
forward.”
The Beacon High School baseball team,
seeded No. 7 in the Section I, Class A2 tournament, defeated No. 10 Nyack, 2-0, on
Saturday behind an RBI by Joey Vollaro
and six strikeouts by Matt Manzoeillo on
the mound.
That put the Bulldogs in the quarterfinals, where their season ended with a 10-0
loss to No. 2 Tappan Zee.

TRACK & FIELD
The Beacon High School boys’ track
team finished third behind Arlington and
John Jay East Fishkill, and the girls’ team
was 10th, at the Northern County Track &
Field Championships held at Arlington and
Beacon last weekend.
Zach Cader won the 800 meters in 1:57.27
and the 1,600 with a 62-second final lap,
catching Carmel’s Zach Martin at the line
for the win in 4:34.56. Joe Baffuto also went
under 5:00, finishing 17th in 4:59.21.
Marc Guzman won the discus, javelin and
long jump, and James Patino was second in
the high jump. Henry Reinke was second in
the 400 meters.
For the girls, Alicia Williams took second
in the high jump and Tianna Adams was
third in the pentathlon 800.
The Haldane boys placed 10th at the
meet, and the girls were 12th.
Jake Patinella took fourth in the javelin,
while Everett Campanile finished 10th in
the 1,600 meters in 4:49.42. For the girls,
Andriea Vasconcelos took sixth in the triple
jump and Eloise Pearsall was 13th in the
800.
Last week we overlooked two runners
who placed for Haldane in the league championships. Campanile won the 3,200 meters
and was second in the 1,600, while Walter
Hoess took third in the 800 meters.

