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Galef Says She 
Plans to Retire 
from Assembly
Representative has held 
seat for nearly 30 years 
By Leonard Sparks

S andy Galef, Philipstown’s longtime 
representative in the state Assembly, 
announced on Monday (Jan. 10) that 

she plans to retire at the end of the year 
and will not seek re-election to her seat, 
which she has held for nearly 30 years.

Galef, a Democrat whose 95th Assem-
bly district also includes 
northern Westchester 
County and the Town of 
Kent in Putnam County, 
said she had made her 
decision after “much 
careful thought.”

A former teacher in 
the Scarsdale school district, Galef was 
a Westchester County legislator when 
she won election to the Assembly in 1992, 
defeating Republican Lawrence Gomez in 
November of that year to represent what END OF THE LINE — All good things must come to an end, as this sledder discovered at Winter Hill in Garrison on 

Jan. 8. For more photos, see Page 15. Photo by Ross Corsair
(Continued on Page 7)

(Continued on Page 7)(Continued on Page 10)

Town supervisor says he 
will issue temporary permit
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

O ver the last month, the Hudson 
Valley Shakespeare Festival’s goal 
of converting the former Garri-

son golf course into a permanent home 
advanced on two fronts, as the Philipstown 
Planning Board slated a public hearing for 
Jan. 27 and Supervisor John Van Tassel 
said he would allow HVSF to perform 
temporarily at its new location under its 
current tent. 

Shakespeare Project Set 
for Public Hearing

(Continued on Page 9)

Philipstown Supervisor John Van Tassel says he will issue a permit for HVSF to erect 
its tent in 2022 on old tennis courts at the former Garrison golf course. HVSF

Should  
Power Lines 
Be Buried?
Governor signs bill to 
study the matter
By Leonard Sparks

C entral Hudson Gas & Electric 
spends millions of dollars each year 
trimming branches and removing 

trees that might bring down power lines 
during a storm.

With storms occurring with more 
frequency and intensity, the state Public 
Service Commission, which regulates elec-
tric, gas and telecommunications compa-
nies, will soon begin studying another 
option: moving electric, cable and internet 
lines, now mounted on poles, underground. 

Gov. Kathy Hochul on Dec. 29 enacted 
legislation requiring the commission to 
study the feasibility and costs for Central 

Lawsuit Filed 
Over Short-
Term Rental
Cold Spring neighbors 
clash over easement, 
parking
By Michael Turton

W hen Cold Spring adopted a 
law in August regulating 
short-term rentals, more than 

one STR operator hinted at legal action 
against the village, claiming the law is 
too restrictive. Even then-Mayor Dave 
Merandy said lawsuits seemed likely. 

He was right. The first lawsuit over a 
STR in Cold Spring was filed early last 
month.

But the suit, entered in Putnam County 
Supreme Court, is not aimed at the village; 
It pits neighbor against neighbor.  

Carl Mauro, the owner of an apart-

Galef
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FIVE QUESTIONS: DONNA MINKOWITZ

`

Nam

Ever had a bad 
encounter with 

an animal?

By Michael Turton

Leslie McCurdy, Beacon

About a month ago a 
little yippy dog bit me 

right on the calf!

Tom Herring, Cold Spring

When I was 14, 
we came across a 

bobcat. It scared the 
hell out of me.

Holly Herring, Cold Spring

No, I’m an animal 
person; I even used to go 

out to catch snakes.

By Michael Turton

Donna Minkowitz, who lives in 
Beacon, is the author of Growing Up 
Golem: How I Survived My Mother, 

Brooklyn and Some Really Bad Dates. Her 
next memoir-writing workshop begins Jan. 
19; see donnaminkowitz.com to register.

Why do people write memoirs?
The motivation is the same as for other 

kinds of art, except memoirs are more 
directly personal. Some people are interested 
in the writing process; others want to share 
it with the world, just as some people enjoy 
painting for themselves and others want it 
to be exhibited. Many memoirs are books, 
but they don’t have to be. It can be an essay. 
You can even write multiple memoirs about 
the same period, if you present the material 
differently. Or you might change your mind 
about what a period in your life meant.

Who takes your course?
My student base might be skewed 

because I’m a woman and I tend to get more 
women. It’s also possible more women want 
to write memoirs. Men do, as well, but I 
think there’s pressure on them to not get 
so personal about emotional things. More-
educated people may feel they have a right 
to write and have fewer internal barriers 

to overcome. Some working-class people 
might not have grown up thinking they’re 
allowed to be a writer. In my experience, 
every type of person wants to write but they 
don’t always feel justified doing it. But no 
one lacks material.

What advice do you offer students? 
Writing skills make a difference. Also, 

incorporating the senses, which makes 

writing richer, more vivid because they are 
deeply tied to memory. If you get specific, 
describing the temperature of a person’s 
hand, it can evoke feelings in the reader. 
Write about your emotions. It’s great when 
people write about being angry. You can 
combine senses and emotion. When you 
experience something physically, you often 
have feelings about it. Almost every writer 
I’ve met needs more confidence; that’s 
certainly true of my students. It’s hard to be 
a writer in this culture. People are constantly 
being told too many people are trying to 
publish. I say let 100 flowers bloom. There’s 
no problem with too much being written.

What was the most challenging part 
of writing Golem?

Taking some particularly painful experi-
ences I had been through and writing about 
them in a way that would draw others in, 
instead of pushing them away. I found play-
fulness was the way to go.

Does the passage of time affect the 
accuracy of a memoir? 

Our memories are not particularly accu-
rate. Neuroscience has shown that every 
time we remember an experience, our brain 
changes it a little. That’s why a witness to 
a crime gets the color of a jacket wrong. 
Memoir writers should aim for emotional 
truth, not verbatim, chronological accu-
racy. That would be boring. A memoir has 
to be shaped. Life doesn’t automatically 
happen in the form of a story. In a memoir, 
you pick and choose what you emphasize. 
Much of it is unearthed along the way. The 
poet Adrienne Rich wrote: “If you know 
how the story ends, why tell it?” As you 
write about your experience, you learn 
more and more about it; you come to under-
stand it on a deeper level. The best memoirs 
usually involve how a person changes. They 
start at a certain place, end up in a differ-
ent place. Maybe they grew and life became 
better. Maybe they did the opposite, ending 
up in a terrible place. Both situations can 
make a compelling memoir.
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HOWLAND
CULTURAL

CENTER

VAX: Gallery w/mask + Concerts for vaccinated persons w/proof

Sun. Jan 23 – 4 PM
Pianist ROMAN RABINOVICH

Howland Chamber Music Circle
Tix: howlandmusic.org

Fri. Feb 4 – 7 PM
LIT LIT, hosted by DONNA MINKOWITZ

Info and sign-up: donnaminkowitz.com/lit-lit

Sat. Feb 5 – 8 PM 
CONCERT: CHOBAN AKOUSTIK  w/ DOLUNAY

An evening of Balkan folk music
Tix: Howlandculturalcentertix.com

Sun. Feb 6 – 7 PM
CONCERT: BEACON CHAMBER ENSEMBLE

Music of Mendelsohn & Vivaldi
Special guest: Joe Brent, mandolin

AND MORE
Feb. 12 – Jeremy Schonfeld and Friends!
Feb. 19 – ARTICHOKE Storytelling Series

Classes: Creative Strings Improvisers Orchestra 
Classes: Mid-Hudson Music Together

Follow our social media for more info and updates

Sat. + Sun. Jan 15 + 16 – 1 to 5 PM
ART SHOW: CELEBRATING ANIMALS

And sale!  Works by 29 artists! 
Continues most weekends through Feb 26
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informed,informed, inspired,inspired, involvedinvolved
Keep Our Community

for helping us to
thank you thank you toto our readers our readers

Membership
is our primary means of support and ensures that The Current will be on the newsstand, 

in your inbox or in your mailbox every week of 2022. Thank you for believing in our 
mission to inform and engage all in our communities of Philipstown and Beacon. 

Not a member yet?  
Support our independent nonprofit journalism with a tax-deductible  

membership gift of as little as $2/month at

Your support in the last two months — by joining 
The Current or renewing as a member or honoring 
publication of our 500th issue with a special gift — 

helped us to surpass our yearend fundraising goal of 
$54,000 and to add more than 100 new members!

We are grateful!
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Leonard Sparks ........ Senior Editor

Jeff Simms ................ Beacon Editor

Alison Rooney .............. Arts Editor

Pierce Strudler ......... Layout Designer

Michele Gedney . Advertising Director

Ross Corsair .................. Photographer

Emily Hare .......................  Membership

Reporters and columnists
Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

Celia Barbour (Mouths to Feed)

Brian PJ Cronin (Out There) 

Joe Dizney (Small, Good Things)

Pamela Doan (Roots and Shoots) 

Krystal Ford (Living Green)

Deb Lucke 

Skip Pearlman 

Michael Turton

Teresa Lagerman ............................................................... Community Engagement

Damon Banks

Chris Bockelmann

Wendy Bounds

Susan Brune

Natalie Diggins

David Duffy

Kyle Good

Nick Groombridge

Todd Haskell

Robert Lanier

Mel Laytner

Bevis Longstreth

Joe Plummer

Ru Rauch

Michelle Rivas

highlandscurrent.org/join
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Public comment 
Regarding “Catching Up with Philipstown 

School Boards” (Jan. 7), I’d like to draw the 
public’s attention to the Haldane Board of 
Education policy on public comment.

In contrast to practices at meetings held 
three or more years ago, the policy does not 
allow the board to reply to any questions 
or concerns raised during public comment. 
Only after the meeting do members respond 
privately by email or phone. Further, the 
policy allows the public to write letters to the 
board, which members respond to via email. 
But these letters are no longer scanned and 
added to the meeting minutes, even when 
the writer requests that the letter be made 
public. The board’s response to such letters 
is also not made public at meetings.

Like most folks who volunteer in our 
community, I appreciate the time and 
effort our elected, unpaid board members 
dedicate to the school. They are friends 
and neighbors. It is not easy to field ques-
tions from the public, but I don’t believe the 
policy on public comment serves the inter-
ests of the community or the board’s goals. 
State law requires boards of education to 
follow many rules and regulations, but they  
can determine how to run their meetings.

The board has informed me that it will 

address the public comment policy at its 
Tuesday (Jan. 18) meeting. I urge the public 
to attend to hear its reasons and share their 
thoughts. My questions include: (1) Is a 
board’s communication with the community 
truly “public” if only half of that communi-
cation is shared? (2) Does a board encour-
age input from the community if such tight 
control is kept over the manner in which the 
public can communicate with the board?  
(3) When a resident or a group of teachers 
takes the time to speak before the board, are 
they not entitled to some in-person response, 
rather than silence? 

It is the slow, small diminishing of rights 
we take for granted which whittles away at 
a democracy. Unless we take the time, as 
citizens, to sit up and notice. 

Kory Riesterer, Cold Spring

Developer lawsuit
These lawsuits by the developer of Conti-

nental Commons on Route 9 in Fishkill 
are right out of Donald Trump’s playbook 
(“In Latest Lawsuit, Develop Claims Rights 
Violations,” Jan. 7). If a developer’s “invest-
ment expectations” are in any way infringed 
upon or rejected, sue! Then sue some more, 
until the town or city faces bankruptcy. 

These lawsuits are all about how the towns 

or cities won’t change the laws for them. To 
the new members of the Town Board: There 
will not be great-paying jobs created.

Dennis Moroney, Fishkill

Mandates
Putnam County has recorded more than 

20,000 cases of COVID-19, which means that 
with the rapid spread of the Omicron vari-
ant, 1 of every 5 residents has contracted the 
virus — yet our elected county officials disre-
gard that we are in the midst of a Category 5 
public-health hurricane.

In the Dec. 17 issue, The Current reported 
that County Executive MaryEllen Odell had 
decided not to enforce Gov. Kathy Hochul’s 
mask mandate, and on Dec. 31 it reported 
that the Legislature (except for the voice of 
Nancy Montgomery) had voted to oppose 
vaccination mandates.

A year ago, we didn’t have the tools needed 
to combat COVID. Today, our toolbox is full, 
with highly effective mRNA vaccines and 
N95 masks. It is frightening and embarrass-
ing that our county executive and eight of 
our nine legislators are using their leader-
ship to oppose these lifesaving measures.

We need a unified, bipartisan voice to win 
what should be a winnable battle against 
this virus. After all, the vaccines were 
developed in unprecedented speed under 
a Republican president and now we are 
attempting to close the deal under a Demo-
cratic president — what’s the problem?

By this blatant political grandstanding 
(malpractice), Odell and eight legislators have 
violated their duty to represent the health 
and well-being of their constituents. They 
should be replaced by Democrats or Republi-
cans who are committed to working together 
to protect the health and lives of Putnam resi-
dents in the middle of a pandemic.

The recent letters to The Current on 
this topic overwhelmingly reflect a deep 
community concern about the irrespon-
sible actions of the Putnam executive and 
legislators.

Alan Brownstein, Cold Spring

Central Hudson
The situation was aggravating but Central 

Hudson did make an effort to correct it for 
us and reached out through social media 
and also called us (“Problems Plague New 
Central Hudson System,” Jan. 7). It was 
finally corrected. I paid the amount I 
usually owe every month over the phone so I 
wouldn’t be behind. Central Hudson usually 
provides top-notch customer service, so this 
seems like a bump in the road for them.

Jason Verzi, via Facebook

I had one rather small bill after months 

L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

(Continued on Page 5)

Tell us what you think

T he Current welcomes letters to the editor on its coverage and local issues.  Submissions are selected by the editor 
(including from comments posted to our social media pages) to provide a variety of opinions and voices, and all are 

subject to editing for accuracy, clarity and length, and to remove personal attacks. Letters may be emailed to editor@
highlandscurrent.org or mailed to The Highlands Current, 142 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516. The writer’s full name, 
village or city, and email or phone number must be included, but only the name and village or city will be published. For 
our complete editorial policies, see highlandscurrent.org/editorial-standards.
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of no bills. Now I’m waiting for the other 
shoe to drop.

Mary Fetherolf, via Facebook

I owed more than $700 after not receiv-
ing a bill for months. They changed my 
account number in September; discovered 
this today.

Francesca Robledo, via Facebook

Just paid $900. They need to sort it out.
Sheryl Kirschenbaum, via Facebook

Compare your meter reading to the 
stated reading on your next bill. In Central 
Hudson’s efforts to clean up the mess created 
by this system update/transfer, it adjusted 
the meter reading, producing an erroneous 
number on the invoice. Per customer service, 
Central Hudson is working to clean up this 
further-compounding error.

Gina Klein, via Facebook

Remembering Scout
This hurts horribly (“ ‘Scout’ Killed in 

Christmas Day Stabbing,” Jan. 7). I met Scout 
[Rene Vivo] when he jumped in front of a fast-
turning car that was oblivious to my 5-year-old 
daughter fallen in the road. She remembers 
it as well as I do, nearly eight years later. He 
underplayed the episode like it was merely his 
civic duty. I’ll never forget him.

Louise Darhansoff, via Instagram

New sheriff
What a great team of law enforcement 

officers with years of experience (“New 
Putnam Sheriff Names Command Team,” 
Jan. 7). Congratulations to all. 

Renee Finn, via Facebook

Six men appointed captains. I guess there 
were no qualified women?

Ann Borthwick, via Facebook

Or any people of color?
Erin Giunta, via Facebook

What a diverse team!
Sean Conway, Cold Spring

Hospitalizations
Are hospitals seeing patients “with” or 

“because” of COVID-19 (“Hospitals See 
Influx of COVID-19 Patients,” Jan. 7)? 

Rampant confusion.
Ann Fanizzi, via Facebook

Senior Editor Leonard Sparks responds: 
“The answer is both. The state is now asking 
hospitals to report two totals: patients 
admitted ‘due to COVID-19 or complica-
tions of COVID’ and patients admitted 
‘where COVID was not included as one of 

the reasons for admission.’ As of Jan. 12, 58 
percent of the COVID patients hospitalized 
statewide were admitted due to the disease 
and 42 percent for non-COVID reasons. In 
the Mid-Hudson Region, which includes 
Dutchess and Putnam counties, 64 percent 
of COVID patients were admitted due to the 
disease and 36 percent for other reasons.”

L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

(Continued from Page 4)

Correction
In “Two Beacon Projects on 
Agenda” (Jan. 7), we reported 
that a proposal to redevelop 
the former Reformed Church of 
Beacon included an event space 
with a capacity of 500 people. 
In fact, the proposed capacity 
has been reduced to 350.

A YEAR LATER — On the anniversary of the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol, 
residents held a “vigil for democracy” at the corner of Main Street and 
Chestnut Street (Route 9D) in Cold Spring.  Photo by Ross Corsair

NOTICE
PHILIPSTOWN PLANNING BOARD
Public Hearing – January 27th, 2022
The Planning Board of the Town of Philipstown, New York will hold a public hearing regarding 
review under the State Environment Quality Review Act of the below described project on 
Thursday, January 27th, 2022 starting at 7:30 p.m. at the Philipstown Town Hall, 238 Main St. Cold 
Spring, NY 10516 and virtually via Zoom to consider the following application:

Garrison Golf Club PDD/Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival,  
2015 Route 9 Garrison, NY 10524 TM# 60.-1-59.2 & 59.3
SEQRA review of: Major Site Plan & 3-lot Subdivision; Modifications to the GGC PDD to permit 
relocation of the Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival to the site, new theaters, outdoor pavilion 
and housing for artist and visitors (existing banquet/restaurant facility to remain).

At said hearing all persons will have the right to be heard. Copies of the application, plat map, 
and other related materials may be seen in the Office of the Planning Board at the Building 
Department, 2 Cedar Street, Cold Spring (behind Town Hall).  Prior contact with Cheryl Rockett is 
required to arrange access to the documents, at (845) 265-5202.

If you would like to attend the meeting virtually via Zoom, see information below to register, or email 
crockett@philipstown.com to request login information before 7:00 pm on January 27th, 2022.

Register in advance for this webinar:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_l_C_foYURI2ML5u4GrtStQ                                        

Webinar ID: 879 2248 6749 Passcode: 507942

Please note if you plan to attend this meeting in person masks will be required. Also be aware that 
due to ongoing COVID changes and restrictions this Public Hearing may be rescheduled or moved 
entirely to Zoom.  Please check the town website at philipstown.com for any scheduling updates.  

If you are unable to attend and would like your comments to be heard please email, mail or drop 
off your comments to Cheryl Rockett no later than January, 20th, 2022 to allow the Board time to 
receive and read your comments; or you may have your written comments submitted at the Public 
Hearing.

EMAIL: crockett@philipstown.com

MAIL: Town of Philipstown Planning Board, 238 Main St., PO Box 155, Cold Spring, NY 10516

Drop off: Town of Philipstown Building Department, 2 Cedar St. Cold Spring, NY 10516

Dated at Philipstown, New York, this 16th day of December, 2021.
Neal Zuckerman, Chair

NOTICE

KINDERGARTEN PARENT  
ORIENTATION MEETING
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
The Haldane Central School District is beginning the Kindergarten registration 
process for the 2022-2023 school year. If you have a child who will be turning 
five on or before December 1, 2022 and you live in the Haldane Central 
School District, please fill out the registration forms on our website: www.
haldaneschool.org.  Click on Quick Parent Links, Registration and Kindergarten 
Registration to fill out and submit the required forms along with the 
supporting documentation. Then call Sue Hylka @ 845-265-9254 ext. 122 to 
set up an appointment Feb 7th-11th, 2022 from 8:15am-2:00pm to complete 
the registration process.

Parents registering children in person should enter Haldane Middle School 
through the Main Entrance and will be directed to the registration location. 
Registrants must have all forms completed and must bring or upload a copy 
of the child’s birth certificate, his/her immunization record which has been 
signed by a physician, and all Proof of Residency forms indicating that the 
family resides in the Haldane School District. 

If your child’s fifth birthday falls between December 1 and December 31 and you 
would like to discuss your enrollment options please contact Christine Jamin, 
Elementary Principal 845-265-9254 ext 122.

Parents are invited to attend a Kindergarten Orientation Meeting on Thursday, 
January 27th, 2022 at 7:00 PM. Event details will be released on our website 
as we get closer to the date.

Please call Mrs. Hylka directly if you have any questions.
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Good-cause eviction law 
may follow
By Jeff Simms

T he Beacon City Council is expected 
on Monday (Jan. 17) — two days after 
the state’s moratorium on pandemic-

related evictions expires — to approve a 
contract to provide free legal aid to renters, 
but a “good-cause” eviction law championed 
by several of its members is farther away. 

The city set aside $25,000 in its 2022 
budget for the tenant advocacy initiative. 
The funding will pay for a paralegal from 
Legal Services of the Hudson Valley, an orga-
nization that provides free counsel to people 
with lower incomes, to address tenant issues 
in Beacon for 10 hours each week. 

Rachel Saunders, the attorney-in-charge 
of LSHV’s Poughkeepsie office, told the 
council during its Jan. 10 meeting that the 
person will help Beacon residents faced with 
eviction organize and mount a legal defense. 
Beacon’s two city court judges, Greg John-
ston and Rebecca Mensch, preside over evic-
tion proceedings, and they will be able to 
refer tenants to the program, as well. 

Together, the tenant advocacy initiative 
and good-cause eviction legislation, if it’s 

adopted, make up a renters’ protection 
package that the previous City Council and 
newly installed members Wren Longno, 
Justice McCray, Molly Rhodes and Paloma 
Wake have advocated for months. 

Good-cause laws, all more or less modeled 
after a stalled 2020 state bill, were adopted 
in Albany, Newburgh and Poughkeepsie 
last year. In Hudson, Mayor Kamal John-
son vetoed a good-cause law adopted by the 
Common Council in October. A second version 
of the measure failed to pass last month.  

The Village of New Paltz postponed 
voting on measures addressing unfair 
evictions and predatory rent increases 
on Wednesday; Kingston’s City Council 
passed a good-cause law during a meeting 
on Thursday. 

The laws regulate rent increases and restrict 
landlords from arbitrarily deciding not to 
renew leases. With the Emergency Tenant 
Protection Act’s rent stabilization unlikely to 
apply to most Beacon apartments, good-cause 
legistlation emerged last year as the city’s 
primary means of protecting renters. 

The Beacon council began its discussion 
of a law in earnest on Monday night, delib-
erating for more than an hour. 

One question is whether to exempt land-
lords who depend on rent from a handful of 

tenants as their income or who live on-site. The 
council seemed willing to exclude landlords 
renting four or fewer units, although McCray 
asked: “The idea is to require good cause for 
eviction. Why should anyone be exempt?”

Beacon’s current draft would prevent 
“unconscionable” rent increases of more than 
5 percent. On Monday, the council debated 
whether higher increases should be allowed 
under certain circumstances, such as when a 
landlord makes improvements to a building 
or if the rental market changes significantly.

Mayor Lee Kyriacou said he believes 
a 2019 state tenant protection measure 
checks those boxes. “Is there tenant 
protection in this [good-cause law] that 
doesn’t already exist?” he asked. “I don’t 
see anything other than rent control and 
permanent leases. What does this add?” 

The difference, City Attorney Drew 
Gamils explained, is that the law being 
considered requires landlords to prove 
“good cause” before removing a tenant. 

City Administrator Chris White also 
asked the council to consider including a 
sunset provision allowing the law to expire 
after a given amount of time, likely between 
one and two years, so the city can evaluate 
its effectiveness. Landlords unhappy with 
the legislation may be less likely to file a 

lawsuit, he said, if they see that clause.
“I’m trying to find a way to minimize the 

possibility of litigation, which is costly to the 
city,” White said.  

After several months of nearly constant calls 
from advocates to adopt good-cause legisla-
tion, the council has heard increasingly from 
property owners who believe the law would be 
unfair. Jon Miller, a business and apartment 
owner, said during the Jan. 3 meeting that he 
would have no other choice but to raise rents 
on his tenants before a law goes into effect. 

“Investors will stop investing in our city if 
they are not permitted to get the rents” that 
their costs justify, he said. “Our real-estate 
market will plummet. Beacon has come a 
long way, and we don’t want to go back to 
the way things were.”

The council will review its draft at least 
once more in a workshop before holding a 
public hearing. With no meeting on Jan. 
24 (The council skips the fourth Monday 
during months with five Mondays), the 
earliest a law could be adopted would be 
mid-to-late February.

Although the state evictions moratorium 
expires on Saturday (Jan. 15), Saunders said 
she doesn’t expect a deluge of tenants being 
forced from their homes. Not immediately, 
at least. “There going to be a lag,” she said. 
“It’s not like on the 16th there’s going to be 
this floodgate of cases, but it’s going to ramp 
up very quickly.”

Beacon Tenant Protection Could Begin Soon

Members say two development 
plans must improve
By Jeff Simms

T he Beacon Planning Board pushed 
back on Tuesday (Jan. 11) on the 
design of a three-story building 

proposed for Main Street and asked where 
all the cars would go if a former church 
becomes a performance venue. 

The board took issue with the revised 
design of 364 Main St., the former Citizens 
Bank site, saying its reduced frontage looks 
“dingy” and wouldn’t fit well with adjacent 
buildings. 

The developer is proposing retail on the 
ground floor and 20 apartments on the 
higher stories. Cars would enter the site 
through a narrow driveway on its east side 

and exit through a parking lot in the rear. 
An addition to the building would be set 
back on the west side with benches and 
landscaping in front of the building. 

On Tuesday, however, Planning Board 
members called the design uninspired. 
“It’s actually going backward,” said Kevin 
Byrne. “It doesn’t seem to be improving.”

While the landscaping in the proposal 
meets the city’s minimum requirement 
of covering 10 percent of the site, “there’s 
nothing beautiful about this application,” 
said Chair John Gunn. With the historic 
Salvation Army building to the east and 
the 1937 U.S. Post Office across the street, 
Gunn said the developer should feel an obli-
gation to improve that section of Main. 

“They’re meeting the letter of the law, but 
they’re not doing anything to enhance their 
community,” he said. 

The board adopted a “negative declara-
tion,” on Tuesday, which means that the proj-
ect won’t adversely impact the environment. 
A public hearing on the site and subdivision 
plans remains open for the next meeting. 

Planning Board members also questioned 
a development group’s plans to convert the 
former Reformed Church of Beacon build-
ing on Route 9D into an event space with 
restaurant and bar but less than a third of 
the required parking spaces. 

The developers said they are waiting on a 
final determination by the building inspec-
tor but the uses proposed for the site could 
require as many as 119 spaces. The plans 
provide for 31. The rest, they said, would 
come from a combination of nearby public 
lots, the Metro-North station and perhaps 
an as-of-yet unapproved proposal to the 
City Council to restripe and add spaces to 

sections of Wolcott Avenue. 
In addition, the 30-room hotel planned 

for what had been the church’s parsonage 
and the event/restaurant space will not 
require parking at the same time of day, 
eliminating some of the need, said project 
attorney Taylor Palmer. 

Gunn was skeptical of the patchwork 
strategy. “All best-laid plans can have unin-
tended consequences,” he said. 

The project will likely end up before the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, where the devel-
opers will seek a waiver for at least some of 
the parking requirements. 

Board members also expressed concern 
about the proposed uses, including as a 
music venue, and potential impacts on 
neighbors. “That’s not the [level of] inten-
sity that property has been used for” in 
decades, said Karen Quiana. 

Gunn said the developers must “narrow 
and focus” their application before the Plan-
ning Board can schedule public hearings.

Beacon Planning Board Pushes Back

Behavioral Health Hub 
reports on efforts amid 
pandemic
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

In back-to-back meetings on Jan. 6 at 
Town Hall, the Philipstown Town Board 
covered topics ranging from appoint-

ment of a new deputy supervisor to the 
(literally) surprising debut of Putnam Coun-
ty’s local COVID-19 testing, the pandem-
ic’s effect on the Philipstown Behavioral 

Health Hub and the new supervisor’s hopes 
for town civility in 2022 and reflections on 
events in Washington, D.C., a year earlier.

During the annual reorganization meet-
ing, the evening’s first order of business, 
Supervisor John Van Tassel tapped Coun-
cilor Robert Flaherty as deputy supervisor. 
“I couldn’t ask for a more trusted individ-
ual,” Van Tassel said. “And there’s not a 
harder working soul on the planet.”   

Later, presiding over his first formal 
monthly meeting as supervisor, Van Tassel 
reported on the launch of county-sponsored 
COVID-19 testing at the town Recreation 

Center in Garrison. He and Putnam County 
Legislator Nancy Montgomery, whose 
district includes Philipstown and part of 
Putnam Valley, both said that Putnam failed 
to notify Philipstown in advance of its plans.  

“I have to apologize for the lack of 
communication,” Montgomery told the 
Town Board. “I was just as surprised as you 
were that this was happening at the Rec 
Center.” Fortunately, the town government 
quickly pulled things together, she said.

“It was a bit of a surprise we were hosting 
the testing center,” Van Tassel concurred. 
“We found out after it was announced” by 

county officials. “But we’re happy to have 
it.” He encouraged residents to get tested 
if they suspect they harbor the virus. “The 
more people that use the facility, the more 
likely we’re going to continue to have it,” he 
said. “I’m concerned we’re going to lose this 
if we don’t utilize it.” 

The lone Democrat on the otherwise all-
Republican, nine-person county Legislature, 
Montgomery said the breakdown in commu-
nication points to an ongoing problem. “You 
weren’t aware” of what Putnam intended, 
she said. “That’s what needs to change.”

Philipstown Discusses Testing, Gets New Deputy Supervisor

(Continued on Page 10)
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Hudson and other utilities to bury power 
and telecommunications lines and produce 
a report within 18 months. The legislation 
was introduced in the Assembly by Jonathan 
Jacobson, whose district includes Beacon. 

The measure passed the Senate, 61-2, with 
support from Sue Serino, whose district 
includes the Highlands, and the Assembly, 
145-2, with support from Jacobson and Sandy 
Galef, whose district includes Philipstown.

Jacobson believes the study could be a 
game-changer. “The more you put it off, the 
worse it’s going to be,” he said. “You do this, 
and you do it right, it’s going to save money 
in the long run.” 

The legislator and other proponents cite 
data compiled by the Public Service Commis-
sion that found that over 7½ years, from 2012 
to July 2020, utilities in New York state spent 
more than $2 billion restoring electric, gas and 
cable and internet services after major storms.

Central Hudson spent $57 million. On 
Aug. 4, 2020, Tropical Storm Isaias downed 
2,538 of its lines and broke 145 poles, leav-
ing 116,000 customers without power, some 
for days, according the company. 

This past fall, Con Edison began work 
on a $3.2 million pilot project that involves 
burying 2,200 feet of lines in a neighbor-
hood in Yorktown. 

“Even though it’s going to be expensive, 
in the long run we’re going to save money,” 
said Jacobson of his proposal. “How much 
money is lost every time we have an outage? 
Businesses have to close, schools have to 
close, people lose goods in their home. Our 
whole society is based on electricity.” 

Central Hudson, which has about 5,200 
customers in Philipstown and 6,500 in Beacon, 
came up with a price tag for burying its 7,900 
miles of lines based on a study completed 
about a decade ago, said Joe Jenkins, a repre-
sentative of the company: $18 billion. 

The utility also calculated the savings: 
$18 million a year from reduced tree-trim-

ming and storm-related costs, and $10 
million from not having to maintain over-
head lines. But even with those savings, 
each customer could see an annual bill 
increase of $10,000, according to the study. 

“It was so much that it would have such 
a tremendous impact on customer bills,” 
said Jenkins. 

Burying lines, he said, would present 
other challenges: finding root-free path-
ways; crossing streams and wetlands; and 
reconnecting homes and businesses to 
underground lines rather than overhead 
ones. Parts of the City of Poughkeepsie, 
the City of Newburgh and Kingston have 

underground systems, he noted. 
“While the frequency of outages would 

probably be a little bit less, duration of 
outages would probably be longer because 
it would take a little longer to identify the 
problem — find it, dig it up, fix it,” said 
Jenkins. He added that Central Hudson is 
onboard with the study “as long as it takes 
the proper costs” into account.

In addition to the costs for companies, 
the Public Service Commission is required 
to calculate the monthly cost to each util-
ity customer based on the statewide price 
tag, not just the expense for the company in 
their service area. The idea is to have each 

customer share the total cost, said Jacobson. 
For people living in rural parts of the 

state, where populations are small and 
spread out, “the cost per-person would be 
prohibitive,” he said.

was then the 90th district. Philipstown and 
Kent were not initially part of the district 
but were added, along with Putnam Valley, 
after state legislative boundaries were 
redrawn using data from the 2000 census. 

Galef, whose seat became the 95th district 
and lost Putnam Valley after lines were 
drawn again following the 2010 census, 
defeated Republican Lawrence Chiulli in 
November 2020 to win a 15th term. The 
decision to not seek a 16th term in Novem-
ber was “very emotional” and Galef said she 
cried when notifying staff on Friday (Jan. 7).

Although she “loved every moment of 
being an elected official,” Galef said the 
decision was driven by several factors: 
running in another redrawn district when 
the state finalizes new state Senate and 
Assembly boundaries based on the 2020 
census; being 84 years old at the end of 
another term; and enjoying working from 
home more, and driving to Albany less, 
as state legislators switched to remote 
proceedings during the pandemic.

“I really liked the job; I like people,” she 

said. “It was hard to say I’m not going to do 
that anymore, but I have a whole year and 
there are a lot of things I want to get done.” 

Asked to name pieces of her legisla-
tion that became law, Galef highlighted 
two amendments to the state constitution 
that she initiated: one replaced masculine 
language with gender-neutral wording; the 
other changed a requirement that legisla-

tors receive only printed bills. 
Galef also introduced 2003 legislation 

that established a residential parking 
system west of the Metro-North tracks 
in Cold Spring; a 2004 bill that allowed 
Putnam County to begin taxing state-
owned properties; and a law enacted in 
2017 that mandates rear-facing car seats 
for children younger than 2 years old. 

In March 2021, then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed into law legislation Galef introduced 
that expands the access of military veter-
ans charged with crimes to specialized 
veteran treatment courts. In November, a 
bill she introduced to allow employees who 
care for siblings to be eligible for the state’s 
paid family leave law was enacted by Gov. 
Kathy Hochul. 

Galef has also been active in the shut-
down of the Indian Point nuclear power 
plant in Buchanan, which is part of her 
district and undergoing decommissioning. 
During the current Legislature session, she 
said she hopes to pass a bill expanding the 
definition of property to include Indian 
Point’s spent fuel rods, so they can be taxed 
by local municipalities. 

Galef’s wish list for her final session also 
includes reforming property assessments 
so that municipalities reassess more often 
and expanding the list of people and orga-
nizations required to report suspected 
child abuse to include the Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts. 

“How successful I will be, I don’t know,” 
she said. “But I’m going to try.” 

Galef (from Page 1)

Instant Candidates
With 24 hours of Galef’s announcement, two people  

declared their campaigns to succeed her:

Andre Rainey

The Democrat served on the Peekskill 
City Council before he won election as 
mayor in 2017 and re-election in 2019. 
He did not run in 2021 for a third term. 
During his time as mayor, Rainey helped 
secure a $10 million state Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative grant for the city.

Dana Levenberg

Before being elected as the Ossining 
town supervisor in 2015, Levenberg was 
Galef’s chief of staff. The Democrat also 
served on the Ossining school board for 
nine years and is a founding member of 
the Ossining Micro Fund and Ossining for 
Refugees.

Power Lines (from Page 1)

Storm Damage Costs
PSEG Long Island  $588M

NYS Electric and Gas $425M

Con Edison $362M

Niagara Mohawk $231M

Orange and Rockland $133M

Rochester Gas and Electric  $92M

Central Hudson $57M

Source: Public Service Commission. Figures represent 
expenditures from January 2012 to July 2020.

A power line in Beacon was brought down by Tropical Storm Isaias in August 2020. File photo
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 ¢ U.S. Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney said 
on Tuesday (Jan. 11) that he tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. Maloney, who said he is 
fully vaccinated, said he was experiencing 
“minor cold-like symptoms.” The Democrat 
from Philipstown said he is isolating and 
working remotely. “I’m grateful to be fully 
vaccinated and boosted, which is protect-
ing me from more-severe illness,” he said.

 ¢ Dutchess County will begin offering free 
rapid tests at the former JCPenney in Pough-
keepsie Galleria on Tuesday (Jan. 18). The 
county had already been offering PCR test-
ing there. The hours are 1 to 7 p.m. from Tues-
day to Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. 
Walk-ins are accepted, but registration is 
available at bit.ly/dutchess-test-register. 
Dutchess is also offering vaccinations at the 
site; see dutchessny.gov/coronavirustesting.

 ¢ Dutchess residents who test positive 
using an at-home test can report the results 
to the Health Department at dutchessny.
gov. Putnam County health officials noted 
that residents who use the BinaxNOW test 
made by Abbott should check the instruc-
tions for reporting a positive result. Those 
who test positive are asked to isolate and 
notify anyone who was exposed.

 ¢ There were 571 minors admitted to 
hospitals in the state who tested positive 
for COVID-19 between Dec. 26 and Jan. 1, 
compared to 70 during the week of Dec. 5, 
according to a report by the state Depart-
ment of Health. About 59 percent of the 
patients admitted during the week after 
Christmas were hospitalized primarily for 
COVID-19; the rest tested positive after 
being admitted for other reasons. Hospi-
talization rates were five times higher in 
unvaccinated children than vaccinated. 

 ¢ There were 112 pediatric patients in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley and Long Island admit-
ted during the week of Dec. 26 who tested 
positive for COVID-19, compared to 12 
during the week of Dec. 5, according to the 
state. In Dutchess and Putnam, only two 
hospitals, Northern Dutchess in Rhinebeck 
and Mid-Hudson Regional in Poughkeep-
sie, reported having pediatric patients with 
COVID-19. Montefiore St. Luke’s Cornwall 

Hospital in Newburgh reported one patient 
on Monday (Jan. 10), but none during the 
earlier report periods.

 ¢ Private insurance companies will be 
required to cover the costs of eight at-home 

tests a month beginning on Saturday (Jan. 
15), the administration of President Joe 
Biden said on Monday (Jan. 10). People 
with coverage will be able to obtain the 
tests from pharmacies or stores for free or 
be eligible for reimbursement from their 
insurer, said the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services in announcing the 
program. The monthly limit does not apply 
if the tests are “ordered or administered by 
a health care provider following an individ-
ualized clinical assessment, including for 
those who may need them due to underly-
ing medical conditions,” it said. 

 ¢ Dutchess County’s Democratic lawmak-
ers said on Monday (Jan. 10) that they had 
asked County Executive Marc Molinaro 
and Health Commissioner Livia Santiago-
Rosado to enforce mask-wearing in the 
legislative chambers. During the reorgani-
zation meeting on Jan. 4, Democrats criti-
cized Chair Gregg Pulver for allowing fellow 
Republicans Mike Polasek and Will Truitt 
to attend unmasked. Pulver compared the 
unmasked lawmakers to diners eating at 
a restaurant while a county representative 
said they didn’t need them because the meet-
ing was livestreamed and there is an excep-
tion for film and television productions.

 ¢ Philipstown and the villages of Cold 
Spring and Nelsonville are allowing resi-
dents to pick up free at-home rapid tests 
in the foyer of Town Hall, 238 Main St., on 
weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Residents are being asked to abide by the 
honor system and take one box per house-
hold (each box contains two tests) and to 
assist anyone who needs a test but cannot 
travel to Town Hall.

 ¢ The state reported 1,102 new cases 
among Dutchess residents on Jan. 6, a 
pandemic high for a single day.

 ¢ Health care workers will be required to 
get booster shots, Gov. Kathy Hochul said 
on Jan. 7. Staff at hospitals, nursing and 
long-term care facilities had already been 
ordered to complete their initial shots by 
Sept. 27 or risk being fired.

 ¢ Visitors to nursing homes must provide 
proof of a negative test from within the 
previous 24 hours and wear a “surgical” 
mask, Hochul said on Jan. 7. The state is in 
the process of shipping 952,000 tests and 
1.2 million masks to nursing homes.

Coronavirus 
Update

 PUTNAM COUNTY

Philipstown Recreation Center
Route 9D, Garrison
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
6 a.m. to 9 a.m. weekdays, children only
Beginning Monday (Jan. 3)
No appointment required.

Drug World
55 Chestnut St., Cold Spring
Schedule at myrx.io.

Paladin Center
39 Seminary Hill Road, Carmel
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. daily
6 a.m. – 9 a.m. weekdays, children only
No appointment required.

 DUTCHESS COUNTY

Sun River Health 
6 Henry St., Beacon
845-831-0400
8 a.m. – 8 p.m. Monday and Tuesday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. Saturday

Excel Urgent Care 
992 Main St. Fishkill
845-765-2240
8 a.m. – 8 p.m. weekdays
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. weekends

CareMount
60 Merritt Blvd., Fishkill
845-765-4990
8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. weekdays

Pulse-MD 
900 Route 376, Suite H, Wappingers Falls
845-204-9260

Dutchess County Health 
Department
Poughkeepsie Galleria 
2001 South Road, Poughkeepsie
Former JCPenney store on 2nd floor
Schedule at bit.ly/dutchess-test-register.

CareMount 
30 Columbia St., Poughkeepsie
845-231-5600
9 a.m. – 6:45 p.m. weekdays
8 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. weekends

CareMount
2507 South Road, Poughkeepsie
845-471-3111
8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. weekdays

Pulse-MD 
696 Dutchess Turnpike, Poughkeepsie
845-243-710

Where to  
Get Tested

Number of cases: 

20,671 (+2,515)
Active Cases in 
Philipstown: 252

Tests administered:

380,300 

(+11,910)

Percent positive: 

5.4 (+0.5)

Percent vaccinated: 

80.3
Percent in 10516: 93.9
Percent in 10524: 87.2

Number of deaths: 

110 (+4)

PUTNAM COUNTY

Source: State and county health departments, as of Jan. 12, with change over the previous week in parentheses. Percent vaccinated reflects those ages 5 and older 
who have received at least one dose.

Number of cases: 

55,009 (+6,580)

Active Cases in Beacon: 305

Tests administered: 

1,178,771 

(+29,031)

Percent positive: 

4.7 (+0.5)

Percent vaccinated: 

74.7
Percent in 12508: 69.9

Number of deaths: 

556 (+15)

DUTCHESS COUNTY

COVID
-19 BY 

COVID
-19 BY TH
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BEACON HIGH SCHOOL
Students  57 (5)

Teachers  4 (1) 

Staff  10 (1)

ROMBOUT MIDDLE SCHOOL
Students  29 (7)

Teachers  3 (1)

Staff  3 (0)

GLENHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Students  19 (6)

Teachers  5 (3)

Staff  2 (1)

JV FORRESTAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Students  12 (1)

Teachers  0 
Staff  5 (2)

SARGENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Students  9 (2)

Teachers  2 (1)

Staff  2 (1)

SOUTH AVENUE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Students  7 (2)

Teachers  2 (2)

Staff  3 (1)

HALDANE HIGH SCHOOL
Students  32 (23)

Teachers  0
Staff  3 (0)

HALDANE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Students  24 (18)

Teachers  0
Staff  5 (3)

HALDANE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Students  47 (32)

Teachers  1 (1)

Staff  8 (6)

GARRISON SCHOOL
Students  31 (25)

Teachers  4 (45)

Staff  2 (2)

Source: New York State COVID-19  
Report Card, as of Jan. 12.

SCHOOL POSITIVES, SCHOOL POSITIVES, 
2021-222021-22
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Police Release Further 
Details on Accident
Beacon pedestrian struck and killed 
on Dec. 1

The Beacon Police Department this week 
released further details about the death 

of a pedestrian on Dec. 1.
Carla Giuffrida, 75, of Beacon, died when 

she was struck in the center of the crosswalk 
by a 2019 Jeep Wrangler that was turning 
from Main Street onto Teller Avenue, accord-
ing to two police reports in which the names 
of the driver and victim were redacted. Giuf-
frida was named by family members.

According to the reports, the driver told a 
responding police officer that Giuffrida had 
not been visible “due to a blind spot from the 
front left ‘A’ pillar of the Jeep’s frame and the 
contributing factor of the sun glare.”

The officer said he conducted a field 
sobriety test and determined the driver 

was not intoxicated. He also wrote that he 
had “observed video footage of the incident 
at police headquarters” but the reports did 
not indicate the source. The officer said he 
issued the driver a ticket for failing to yield 
the right of way to a pedestrian.

Judge Upholds Disbanding 
of Commission
Democrat appointee was ruled ineligible

A state judge on Tuesday (Jan. 11) upheld 
the disbanding of Dutchess County’s 

independent redistricting commission, 
ruling that an appointment by the Legisla-
ture’s Democrats of a school board member 
violated a ban on elected officials.

Judge Hal Greenwald of Dutchess County 
Supreme Court ruled that Richard Keller-
Coffey was ineligible to serve on the Inde-
pendent Reapportionment Commission 
because he is a member of the Webutuck 

school board.
The law creating the commission, which 

will redraw county legislative districts 
based on the 2020 census, prohibited 
anyone from serving who had, within the 
previous three years, been an elected offi-
cial, municipal employee or a member of a 
political committee.

Greenwald also upheld the Dutchess 
Legislature’s power to disband the commis-
sion and reappoint new members. 

Winward to Run for 
Nelsonville Mayor
Trustee hopes to succeed Bowman

C hris Winward, who has been a trustee 
on the Village Board in Nelsonville 

since 2019, said on Wednesday (Jan. 12) that 
she is running for mayor.

Michael Bowman, who was appointed 
mayor in 2019 to fill a vacancy and ran 

unopposed in 2020, 
said on Dec. 20 that 
he would not pursue 
a second, 2-year term. 
Nelsonville’s elections 
are scheduled for March 
15, with the seats held 
by Bowman, Winward and Trustee Dave 
Moroney on the ballot. 

Winward was appointed as a trustee in 
July 2019 to fill Bowman’s seat. She ran 
unopposed for a full term in 2020 and was 
appointed deputy mayor last year.

“I hope to continue and build upon the 
great work of Mayor Bowman and the rest 
of the board,” Winward said in a statement. 
“My 20-plus-year career has been devoted to 
public service and it has been a great joy to 
use this experience to serve my community.”

Winward, who holds a master’s degree 
in public administration, is a former direc-
tor of budget and policy for the nonprofit 
Human Services Council.

N E W S  B R I E F S

District and union at 
impasse over contract
By Chip Rowe

A fter a group of Haldane teachers 
attended the Jan. 4 school board 
meeting wearing red T-shirts and a 

representative said during public comment 
that months-long negotiations over a new 
contract were “an insult,” the superinten-
dent and board president pushed back with 
a statement on Wednesday (Jan. 12).

The most recent, three-year contact with 

the Haldane Faculty Association expired in 
2020 but was extended through June 30, 
2021, with a 1 percent salary increase for 
teachers, a 2 percent increase for teach-
ing assistants and a ½-percent increase in 
health insurance premiums.

“The district has acknowledged the hard 
work of administrators during this time 
with thanks and stipends, yet has failed 
to respect the professionalism and dedica-
tion of Haldane teachers,” Nancy Marti-
nez, who teaches English at Haldane High 
School, told the board. “While we know we 
are supported by the community at large, 

we are now at an impasse for the second 
year in a row. We are professionals who 
deserve a swiftly negotiated contract with 
appropriate wage increases and no reduc-
tion in benefits. … Not settling a contract 
is an insult to us.”

Two parents also criticized the board for 
its policy of not responding at the meet-
ing to those making public comments. (See 
Page 4.)

In their statement, Superintendent Philip 
Benante and Board President Jen Daly 
wrote that while “negotiations are typically 
a process that happens quietly and confiden-
tially,” the discussions had “been brought into 
a public forum and the district feels a respon-
sibility to provide a clarifying update.” 

They said that, after about three months 
of negotiations, both sides agreed in 
September to file a “declaration of impasse” 
and hire a mediator appointed by the Public 
Employment Relations Board. However, 
they said, one was not appointed until 
December. 

Near the end of the Jan. 4 meeting, Bena-
nte noted that the audience had left but 
that he wanted to speak to the comments. 
“I don’t think it is in the best interests of 
the district to engage in [public] dialogue 
about a contract negotiation,” he said. 
“That should be done in confidence [as 
agreed by both parties] and the district 
does have a process we engage in with our 
labor unions.”

Haldane Responds to Teachers

The Planning Board has been consider-
ing HVSF’s concept of a theater and cultural 
campus on donated land at Route 9 and 
Snake Hill Road. Its plans include an indoor 
theater and housing for staff, as well as a 
tent, restaurant, inn and other facilities.

In proceedings separate from the Plan-
ning Board review, HVSF has asked the 
Town Board for a special-event permit so 
it can erect its existing tent, previously used 
at Boscobel, on former tennis courts at the 
new location.

On Jan. 6, at the Town Board’s formal 
monthly meeting in Town Hall, Van Tassel 
said that he had consulted his Town Board 
colleagues and now awaits confirmation 
from Garrison’s emergency services that 
they can handle calls at the new site. When 
it arrives, “I will be issuing a special-event 
permit to the Shakespeare Festival to oper-
ate at The Garrison” in 2022, he said. 

Councilor Robert Flaherty added that 
HVSF wanted a two-year permit, but that 
Town Board members “all decided we 
would give them one year.” Flaherty, Van 
Tassel and Stephen Gaba, the town attor-
ney, each observed that HVSF obtained 
one-year permits annually for more than 

three decades at Boscobel. 
Gaba also explained that by law the town 

supervisor grants special-event permits, 
also known as parade permits. If an appli-
cant qualifies, the supervisor “really has to 
issue the permit,” he said. 

For HVSF to turn its long-range hopes 
into reality, the site must be rezoned, so the 
troupe submitted paperwork to that end. 
“But I don’t think it’s quite ready for action 
by the Town Board,” Gaba said. The prop-
erty is in a planned development district, 
within the town’s rural conservation zone. 
Approved in 2005, the PDD featured the 
golf course, which has closed.

At the meeting, Garrison residents Joe 
Regele and Tim Nolan opposed giving 
HVSF a special-event permit, which, they 
contended, is for a parade, golf tourna-
ment, outdoor concert or similar affair, not 
a string of plays. 

“The application is f lawed,” Regele 
asserted. 

“The whole, underlying premise” of 
the law “is to prevent long-term impact-
ful events,” Nolan argued. “This is, to me, 
on the face of it, clearly a violation.” He 
termed an HVSF permit “a work-around” 
and conceded that, in this case, the rami-
fications might be minimal. Even so, “that 

isn’t the rule of law,” he said.
Van Tassel said that HVSF is address-

ing questions he posed about parking and 
that he asked Putnam County Sheriff Kevin 
McConville to station a deputy at the inter-
section of Route 9 and Snake Hill Road to 
assist with traffic when HVSF performs, 
until a traffic light can be installed. 

The supervisor described HVSF as “a 
wonderful cultural” organization, which 
provides economic benefits as well, “and I 
wouldn’t want to lose it.”

At the December meeting of the Planning 
Board, HVSF outlined its plan to construct 
a bridge near Snake Hill Road and provided 
data on projected traffic and headcounts 
when its performances occur on the same 
days as weddings and restaurant and hotel 
bookings. The Planning Board and its consul-
tants had expressed concerns about traffic if 
multiple events took place simultaneously. 

“HVSF has committed to not having 
Saturday afternoon matinees at the indoor 
theater when there are also afternoon 
weddings,” John Canning of Kimley Horn, 
an HVSF consultant, wrote in a Dec. 13 
memo. Consequently, the maximum number 
of people on-site in the middle of the after-
noon — the busiest time for traffic on Route 
9 — would drop from 1,100 to 920, and the 

maximum number of “vehicle trips” to 77. 
“The Garrison has never [scheduled] and 

will never schedule more than one wedding 
on a single day,” Canning told the Planning 
Board. 

The Planning Board scheduled the Jan. 
27 public hearing for 7:30 p.m. at Town 
Hall, with a Zoom link for those who 
cannot attend in person.

HVSF (from Page 1)

 
HELP WANTED
Anticipated Opening: 

Cleaner/Bus Driver, Full-Time, 
second shift $21.04/hr. Includes 
a comprehensive health benefits 
package and dental insurance. Must 
have CDL Class B License with P & S 
Endorsement. A fingerprinting/criminal 
background check is required. Please 
apply to Mr. Tim Walsh, Director of 
Facilities and Transportation (twalsh@
haldaneschool.org) ASAP  Haldane 
Central School, 15 Craigside Drive, 
Cold Spring, NY 10516.

JOB TYPE: Full-time
SALARY: $21.04 /hour

Winward
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LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the resolution, a summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted 
by the Board of Education of the City School District of the City of Beacon, Dutchess County, New York, 
on January 10, 2022, and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter 
contested only if such obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which said School District 
is not authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with 
as of the date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or 
proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this 
notice, or such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.

Dated: Beacon, New York
January 10, 2022
/s/Kelly Pologe
School District Clerk

SUMMARY OF REFUNDING BOND RESOLUTION DATED January 10, 2022.

SUMMARY OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 90.00  OF THE LOCAL FINANCE LAW OF REFUNDING BONDS OF THE CITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF BEACON, DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK, TO 
BE DESIGNATED SUBSTANTIALLY “SCHOOL DISTRICT REFUNDING (SERIAL) BONDS”, 
AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS IN RELATION THERETO. 

WHEREAS, the City School District of the City of Beacon, Dutchess County, New York (hereinafter, the “School 
District”) heretofore issued School District Refunding (Serial) Bonds, 2012 (the “2012 Bonds”); and

WHEREAS, it would be in the public interest to refund all or a portion of the outstanding $2,105,000 
principal balance of the 2012 Bonds maturing in 2023 and thereafter (the “Refunded Bonds”), by the 
issuance of refunding bonds pursuant to Section 90.00  of the Local Finance Law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the City School District of the City of 
Beacon, Dutchess County, New York, as follows:

Section 1. For the object or purpose of refunding the $2,105,000 outstanding aggregate principal 
balance of the Refunded Bonds, including providing moneys which, together with the interest earned 
from the investment of certain of the proceeds of the refunding bonds herein authorized, shall be 
sufficient to pay (i) the principal amount of the Refunded Bonds, (ii) the aggregate amount of unmatured 
interest payable on the Refunded Bonds to and including the date on which the Refunded Bonds 
which are callable are to be called prior to their respective maturities in accordance with the refunding 
financial plan, as hereinafter defined, (iii) the costs and expenses incidental to the issuance of the 
refunding bonds herein authorized, (iv) the redemption premium payable on the Refunded Bonds, and 
(v) the premium or premiums for a policy or policies of municipal bond insurance or cost or costs of 
other credit enhancement facility or facilities, for the refunding bonds herein authorized, or any portion 
thereof, there are hereby authorized to be issued refunding serial bonds of the School District pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 90.00  of the Local Finance Law (the “School District Refunding Bonds” or 
the “Refunding Bonds”), it being anticipated that the amount of Refunding Bonds actually to be issued 
will be approximately $2,100,000, as provided in Section 4 hereof.

Section 2. The Refunding Bonds may be subject to redemption prior to maturity upon such terms as 
the President of the Board of Education shall prescribe, which terms shall be in compliance with the 
requirements of Section 53.00 (b) of the Local Finance Law.

Section 3. It is hereby determined that:

(a) the maximum amount of the Refunding Bonds authorized to be issued pursuant 
to this resolution does not exceed the limitation imposed by subdivision 1 of paragraph b of 
Section  90.00 of the Local Finance Law;

(b) the maximum period of probable usefulness permitted by law at the time of the 
issuance of the Refunded Bonds, for the object or purpose financed therein is as provided 
in the Bond Determinations Certificate referenced in the full resolution (the “Complete 
Resolution”); 

(c) the last installment of the Refunding Bonds will mature not later than the 
expiration of the period of probable usefulness of the object or purpose for which said 
Refunded Bonds were issued in accordance with the provisions of subdivision 1 of paragraph 
a of Section 90.00 of the Local Finance Law; and

(d) the estimated present value of the total debt service savings anticipated as 
a result of the issuance of the Refunding Bonds, if any, computed in accordance with the 
provisions of subdivision 2 of paragraph b of Section 90.10 of the Local Finance Law, with 
regard to the Refunded Bonds, is $79,268.70 as shown in the Refunding Financial Plan 
described in Section 4 hereof.

Section 4. The financial plan for the refunding authorized by this resolution (the “Refunding Financial 
Plan”), showing the sources and amounts of all moneys required to accomplish such refunding are as 
provided in Exhibit A attached to the Complete Resolution.  The Refunding Financial Plan has been 
prepared based upon the assumption that the Refunding Bonds will be issued, in one series to refund all 
of the Refunded Bonds, in the principal amount of $2,100,000, and that the Refunding Bonds will mature, 
be of such terms, and bear interest as set forth in said Exhibit A.

Section 5. The President of the Board of Education is hereby authorized and directed to enter into an 
escrow contract or contracts (collectively the “Escrow Contract”) with a bank or trust company, or with 
banks or trust companies, located and authorized to do business in this State as said President of the 
Board of Education shall designate (collectively the “Escrow Holder”) for the purpose of having the 
Escrow Holder act, in connection with the Refunding Bonds, as the escrow holder to perform the services 
described in  the Local Finance Law.

Section 6. The faith and credit of said City School District of the City of Beacon, Dutchess County, 
New York, are hereby irrevocably pledged to the payment of the principal of and interest on the Refunding 
Bonds as the same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each 
year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such year.  
There shall be annually levied on all the taxable real property in said School District a tax sufficient to pay 
the principal of and interest on such Refunding Bonds as the same become due and payable.

Section 7. All of the proceeds from the sale of the Refunding Bonds, including the premium, if any, but 
excluding accrued interest thereon, shall immediately upon receipt thereof be placed in escrow with the 
Escrow Holder for the Refunded Bonds.

Section 8. The President of the Board of Education is delegated authority to sell said Refunding Bonds 
at public competitive sale or at private sale.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

A COPY OF THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THIS RESOLUTION TOGETHER WITH EXHIBIT 
IS ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK WHERE IT IS 
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ment building at 153 Main St., is seeking an 
injunction to prohibit Frederique Henriot 
from operating an STR in the house she 
owns at 3 Furnace St. He is seeking $150,000 
in damages as well as legal costs, which he 
said total more than $9,000 to date.  

Norah Hart, Mauro’s lawyer, provided 
The Current with a copy of the complaint.  
No court date has been set.

There is a short gap between the rear 
of Mauro’s and Henriot’s properties; the 
two lots almost abut. Mauro claims to have 
access to the back of his lot from Furnace 
Street via an easement over a 5-foot strip 
of Henriot’s property. He alleges his access 
has been blocked when Henriot or her STR 
guests park their vehicles on the easement. 

The complaint states that when Mauro 
asked Henriot to stop blocking access to 
his property, she replied by letter that her 
“driveway is recorded as a two-car driveway 
with an easement with 155 Main St. I have 
no documentation of an easement with 153 
Main St.,” adding that she will continue to 
park her car “within my property line.”

Henriot said she is representing herself 
in the lawsuit and that she will “let the 
courts handle the matter of the easement.” 

She declined to comment further. 
The suit also claims that Henriot’s rental 

business, which she advertises on a service 
called VRBO, violates three provisions of 
the village STR law.

The law requires three years of owner-
occupancy of a property before it can be 
offered as an STR; Henriot purchased 3 
Furnace St. in January 2021.

The village code also requires an STR 
owner to provide one off-street parking 
spot; the suit claims Henriot’s operation 
violates that provision because the space 
used for guest parking is less than the 
18-by-9-foot legal standard.    

Finally, the law requires that when a 
driveway is shared at an STR, those with 
rights to the driveway must agree to shar-
ing. Mauro said he has not agreed to share 
the easement with guests at Henriot’s STR. 

According to village officials, Henriot has 
not applied for a permit to operate an STR. 

“This case illustrates the purpose of title 
insurance,” Hart wrote in an email on Jan. 
12, explaining that Henriot also claims to 
have an easement over property between her 
and Mauro’s lots. “Her easement conflicts 
with an easement my client was granted 
in 1995; Henriot’s title search should have 
discovered that prior easement.”

She has consistently clashed with her 
legislative counterparts and County Exec-
utive MaryEllen Odell, but told the Town 
Board that as her second, three-year term 
begins, “I’m hoping to work with the county 
executive, with the county Legislature. 
We’ve got a lot of repairing to do. We need 
to share information.”    

Danielle Pack McCarthy, executive 
director of the town-supported Behavioral 
Health Hub, which helps residents obtain 
assistance in dealing with addiction and 
mental health difficulties, related that 
“things are busy” because “this pandemic 
has not been easy on anyone.” 

She said the Hub, based in Cold Spring, 
with a fully vaccinated staff, is one of the 
few agencies to continue on-site, in-person 
consultations during the pandemic. “The 
numbers [of clients] just keep growing” 
and some attend Haldane, she said. “A 
lot of adolescents are really struggling.” 

Similarly, The Hub worries about teach-
ers and staff members “as they juggle so 
many different issues that come up with the 
pandemic.” Through it all, she concluded, 
“we just keep plugging away.” 

The Hub “is perfect for our community,” 
Van Tassel declared, in appreciation.

He expressed hopes for continued cordial 
town government meetings and opera-
tions as supervisor. “I want everybody to 
feel welcome here and everybody to be 
respected,” he said. 

Van Tassel also mentioned the Jan. 6, 
2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol as Congress 
met to certify the election of Joe Biden as 
president. Watching TV, he recalled, “I just 
couldn’t believe my eyes, saying to myself: 
‘Is this happening in the United States 
of America?’ ” Then, when the harrow-
ing hours of violence ended, members of 
Congress reconvened to complete their 
duty. “It was the lowest day and probably 
one of the proudest days. We continued,” 
he said. 

Town Board (from Page 6)

Lawsuit (from Page 1)

The easement next to 3 Furnace Street  Photo by M. Turton
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By Alison Rooney

In an ideal world, a home should be a 
respite, a place that provides comfort. 
During the pandemic, it has taken on 

even greater importance. But it also can be 
a place of isolation.

Samantha Rosenwald addresses this 
dilemma in a series of drawings with colored 
pencil that will be exhibited beginning Satur-
day (Jan. 22) at JDJ/The Ice House in Garrison.

Images in Cellar Door are of apartments 
and were drawn during the pandemic, soon 
after Rosenwald, ended a troubled relation-
ship. 

“They revolve around ideas of isolation, 
entrapment, danger,” she explains. “When 
you move into a new place, especially with 
a newish person, you have honeymoon-
like ideas of possibility, a new chapter. We 
moved in together before the whole idea of 
the pandemic was on our minds, and gradu-
ally it became something else. Once you have 

to be locked somewhere, it has a whole new 
set of connotations, and previous ideas get 
thrown out the window.”

The apartment building, in downtown 
Los Angeles, where Rosenwald is based, 
is not the building in which she lives but 
one she can see from her place. “It’s semi-
Corinthian, architecturally, at the top, and 
then super-basic, very modern throughout,” 
she says. “Each window takes up the entire 
wall; it’s a classic downtown loft building.”

With the exterior acting as a frame, most 
of the panels depict what Rosenwald envi-
sioned going on within each unit. A narra-
tive, which can be followed in any direction, 
highlights the residents and their fears.

“The apartment is a way of paying atten-
tion to people’s ways of being alone with 
themselves; feeling trapped within oneself, 
being surrounded by things like a rat in a 
cage; how horrible and dark it is to be alive,” 
she says. “It’s definitely a catharsis. The 
premise behind therapy is to acknowledge 

the pain you’ve been through. It’s a way of 
wading through the bad, to an awareness. 

“I hope people looking at it will say, ‘Yup, 
this has been a hard time,’ but through sharing 
we can all realize we’ve been going through 
the same thing,” she says. “Plus, seeing the 
absurdity of it all can be healing. In acknowl-
edging the bad, we’re able to come at it from 
a vantage point of absurdity or comedy or, at 
the very least, self-awareness, all of which are 
better than being mired in despair.”

Rosenwald says the series is more specific 
than much of her work. “There are more 
references to cultural vernaculars and to 
people in my life,” she says. “I love the idea 
that it can be read as a real-life comic strip. 
There is a loose narrative people can inter-
pret; it can be pieced together with all the 
little Easter eggs I placed. It has a mono-
chromatic, film noir/horror story color 
palette, which is a shift but also links to 
my earlier themes and motifs, so it feels 
like a different chapter of the same book.” 

Growing up in Los Angeles, Rosenwald, who 
is 27, didn’t plan on becoming a professional 
artist. But she always loved art and especially 
colored pencils. “They can make a frenzied 
mark or a textured mark and can be a subtle 
way of pointing to anxieties,” she explains.

She came east to attend Vassar College 
in Poughkeepsie, where she majored in art 
history. She then earned an MFA at the Cali-
fornia College of the Arts in San Francisco. 
She has had recent solo shows in London, 
Brussels and New York City. “It’s been a 
pretty good period for my career, but it is 
also a little strange experiencing success at 
a low point of world history,” she says.

Asked to describe the differences in the 
L.A. and New York art scenes, she says: 
“New York City has a way more serious vibe. 
In L.A., it’s more color, more sarcasm, more 
irony, a lighter disposition — but that’s a 
sweeping generalization!”

JDJ/The Ice House, at 17 Mandalay Drive 
in Garrison, is open by appointment at 
jdj.world or text 518-339-6913. Cellar Door 
runs through April 18.

The Calendar

No Place Like Home

“Hell is Other People” is the centerpiece of the exhibit.

Samantha Rosenwald in front of some of 
her work   Photo provided

oo
Artist peeks into apartment windows
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 KIDS AND FAMILY

TUES 18
Middle School Book Club 
COLD SPRING 
4 p.m. Via Zoom 
butterfieldlibrary.org/calendar

The Butterfield Library will 
host this discussion for students 
in grades 5 and up about Drizzle, 
by Kathleen Van Cleve. Register 
online. 

 TALKS AND TOURS

SAT 15
Wintering Eagles
CROTON-ON-HUDSON
10 a.m. Croton Point Park 
1 Croton Point Ave.
parks.westchestergov.com

Meet at the RV entrance for a 
moderately difficult, guided hike 
to viewing areas along the Hudson 
River. For ages 6 and older.

WED 19
Health Equity Summit
GARRISON 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Via Zoom
thehastingscenter.org

Speakers at this two-day virtual 
event hosted by The Hastings 

Center will include Isabel 
Wilkerson, the Pulitzer Prize-
winning author of Caste, and social 
scientist David Williams. Also 
THURS 20. Register online. Free

WED 19
The Discovery of a 
Masterpiece 
BEACON
3 p.m. Howland Public Library
beaconlibrary.org

In this Zoom presentation hosted by 
the Howland Public Library, curator 
Mallory Mortiliaro of Drew University 
will discuss her identification of a 
1910 sculpture by Rodin that had been 
hiding in plain sight. Email adults@
beaconlibrary.org to register.

THURS 20 
Alexander Hamilton 
& The Art of Political 
Combat 
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Via Zoom
putnamhistorymuseum.org

In this presentation organized by 
the Putnam History Museum, David 
Head will discuss the tactics used 
by the Founding Fathers to advance 
their visions of the republic. Register 
online. Cost: $10 (members free) 

SAT 22
Owl Prowl 
CORNWALL
7 p.m. 
Hudson Highlands Nature Museum 
25 Boulevard | hhnm.org

Meet a live owl at the Wildlife 
Education Center, and take a guided 
hike to look for a nocturnal raptor 
in the woods. For ages 7 and older. 
Registration required. Cost: $15 ($10 
members) 

 STAGE AND SCREEN

SAT 15
MET Live: Cinderella 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
1 p.m. Bardavon | 35 Market St. 
845-473-2072 | bardavon.org

Watch Laurent Pelly’s staging 
of Massenet’s Cendrillon in a new 
English translation with mezzo-
soprano Isabel Leonard in the title 
role. Cost: $28 ($26 members, ages 
12 and younger free) 

SAT 22
Westchester Fight Night 7 
PEEKSKILL
7 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039 
paramounthudsonvalley.com

Local amateur Muy Thai fighters 
and kickboxers will compete. Cost: 
$55 to $75

SAT 22
Wrestlefest 26 
POUGHKEEPSIE
7 p.m. MJN Convention Center
14 Civic Center Plaza 
midhudsonciviccenter.org

The Lucha Bros., Thunder Rosa, 
Nzo and The Godfather are some of 
the performers scheduled to appear. 
Cost: $40 to $100 

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)
For a complete listing of events, see 

highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

 MLK JR. DAY

SUN 16
Mediation in Our  
Divided Society
GARRISON 
4 p.m. Via Crowdcast
bit.ly/mlkjan16 

In honor of Martin Luther 
King Jr., Tajaé Gaynor, author of 
On Mediation: Creating Bonds of 
Tranquility in a World That Often 
Thrives on Calamity, will discuss 
mediation as a path to peaceful 
resolutions and civil rights. The 
event is being hosted by the 
Desmond-Fish Public Library, and 
trustee Erik Brown will lead the 
discussion. Register online.

MON 17
Documentary 
Discussion 
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Via Zoom 
butterfieldlibrary.org/calendar

This discussion will center 
on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: 
A Historical Perspective, which 
can be streamed free at kanopy.
com by entering your Butterfield 
or Desmond-Fish library card 
number. Register online.

MON 17
Family Concert
GARRISON
7 p.m. Via Crowdcast
bit.ly/mlkconcertJan17

Goldee Greene and Tom McCoy 
will perform songs of harmony, 
strife and spirit by Stevie Wonder, 
Bessie Smith, Eubie Blake, George 
Frederick Handel and others 
in this celebration of Dr. King 
hosted by the Desmond-Fish 
Public Library. Register online.
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 VISUAL ART

SAT 15
Member Exhibition 
GARRISON
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Garrison Art Center 
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3960
garrisonartcenter.org

This show will feature work in 
all mediums by GAC members. 
Through Jan. 23. 

 MUSIC

SAT 15
Christopher Brown  
and Friends 
BEACON
8 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The band, known for its storytelling 
style, will perform originals and some 
classics. Proof of vaccination required. 
Cost: $25 ($30 door) 

SAT 15
Hey Baby 
BEACON
8 p.m. District Social | 511 Fishkill Ave.
845-579-2709 | districtsocial.com 

The six-piece band, led by Jimmy 
Ezkian, will perform rock, funk and 
soul. Free

SAT 15
Pontoon
BEACON
9 p.m. Quinn’s 
330 Main St. | 845-202-7447
facebook.com/QuinnsBeacon

The band will perform a farewell 

show with video projections by 
Chubby Flea. Proof of vaccination 
required. Cost: $10 

SUN 16
Bruce Molsky and  
Maeve Gilchrist 
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Grammy-nominated banjo 
player, fiddler and guitarist will 
perform with Gilchrist, a Scottish 
harpist and composer. Proof of 
vaccination required. Cost: $20 ($25 
door) 

MON 17
Ray Blue  
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Quinn’s | 330 Main St. 
facebook.com/QuinnsBeacon

During the weekly jazz night at 
Quinn’s, Blue will honor Martin 
Luther King Jr. Proof of vaccination 
required. Cost $15

FRI 21
StrangeMagicNY
BEACON
8 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The 9-piece band will perform 
a tribute to ELO, complete with 
a light show. Proof of vaccination 
required. Cost: $20 ($25 door) 

SAT 22
The Joni Project 
BEACON
8 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Katie Pearlman and her band will 
perform a tribute to Joni Mitchell. 
Proof of vaccination required. Cost: 
$20 ($25 door) 

SUN 23
Roman Rabinovich 
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Cultural Center 
477 Main St. | howlandmusic.org

The Howland Chamber Music 
Circle will present the second 
concert in its piano series. The 
program will include Rameau, 
Schubert, Walker and Chopin. Cost: 
$40 (students $10) 

 CIVIC

TUES 18
City Council 
BEACON
7 p.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza 
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov

TUES 18
School Board
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Haldane | 15 Craigside Drive 
845-265-9254 | haldaneschool.org

TUES 18
Village Board 
NELSONVILLE
7:30 p.m. Village Hall | 258 Main St. 
845-265-2500 | nelsonvilleny.gov

WED 19
School Board 
GARRISON
7 p.m. Garrison School | 1100 Route 9D 
845-424-3689 | gufs.org

Premier medical experts close to home. Including top doctors  
from Columbia and award-winning Magnet® nurses. Offering  
you advanced medical technology and treatments. Affiliated  
with NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital, ranked #1 in New York.  
Care that is nothing short of amazing, here in Westchester. 

Learn more at nyp.org/hudsonvalley

Nationally-recognized expertise.
Local address.

NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital as ranked by U.S News & World Report 2021-2022.

21-NYPHVH-0082 Awareness Print-Half Page Ads_The Highlands Current P6

MET Live: Cinderella, Jan. 15
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1. For the relish: In a small bowl, combine
all relish ingredients; stir gently to mix; 
season to taste with salt and pepper; reserve.

2. For the dressing: In another small
bowl, whisk together dressing ingredients, 
adding enough water to achieve a creamy 
liquid consistency; season to taste with salt 
and pepper; reserve.

3. For the cutlets: Preheat oven to 450
degrees. Place a small-rimmed roasting 
pan in the oven to preheat. (This will assist 
in even cooking.) Trim tough green leaves 
from the stem of the cauliflower, keeping 
stem and head intact. Trim stem enough 
that the head sits flat. Flip cauliflower over 
and, measuring about ½ to ¾ inch on 
either side of the stem, slice straight down, 
creating one large, thick cross-sectional 
slab of cauliflower. (Reserve the trimmings 
for another use. You might incorporate ¼ to 
½ cup of small florets into the relish.) Slice 
the remaining large piece once more down 
the center of the stem, creating two cutlets.

4. In a small skillet over medium heat,
warm 1 tablespoon olive oil and add panko, 
stirring constantly, to toast until just barely 
golden. Remove from heat and reserve on a 
dinner plate. 

5. In another small bowl, whisk together
½ cup Dijon, 1 tablespoon olive oil and 1 
teaspoon chopped thyme; season to taste 
with salt and pepper. Using your fingers, 
gently massage the mixture into the cutlets. 
Press individual cutlets into the bread 
crumbs, flipping to coat both sides and 
pressing as much of the remaining crumbs 
into the edges and top. Place the cutlets 
on the preheated pan; bake on the middle 
rack for 20 minutes, checking occasionally 
to ensure the bread crumbs don’t burn. 
(You may need to bake them a bit longer to 
achieve a golden-brown crust.)

6. While the cutlets bake, toss two healthy
handfuls of arugula in a large utility bowl 
with a squeeze of lemon, a light drizzle 
of olive oil and a pinch of salt and freshly 
ground pepper. Divide greens on two dinner 
plates. To serve, lay warm cutlets on top of 
the greens; spoon relish over cutlets and 
drizzle tahini dressing over all. Garnish with 
toasted pine nuts, additional thyme leaves 
and scallions or parsley if available.

Small, Good Things

This Is Not That
By Joe Dizney

C an we just 
agree to call 
it cauliflower 

and leave it there? 
What’s so wrong with 
that? Does it have to 
become some sort of trend 
or justifiable and documented “thing”? 

The vegetable itself has certainly become 
more ubiquitous, what with cauliflower 
rice, pizza crusts and the like now avail-
able in most run-of-the-mill supermarkets.

It’s the continuation of a trend that’s been 
going on for a while: Cauliflower has over-
taken kale as the hero vegetable of the bras-
sica family. A veritable Marvel Universe of 
nutritious plants, most brassicas are green 
and good for a salad or a stir-fry, maybe 
inclusion in some sort of drink-your-vegeta-
bles green concoction. Healthy for certain, 
but how many kale salads can you eat?

Cauliflower does stand apart from the 
group if only for its coloring. Although most 
are identified by a large, dense creamy white 

head, there are of course those lime green 
and buttery yellow variations and that odd 
fractal Romanesco cousin. All share the same 
densely nutritious heritage and this subfam-
ily, in particular, features a subtle, slightly 
nutty/sweet flavor. This is true particularly 
when cooked fast and hot, and helps to avoid 
the strong sulphurous smells common to the 
rest of the family.

This recipe calls for what have come to 
be known as cauliflower “steaks” — those 
substantial slabs of vegetal goodness, here 
cooked with a light jacket of crispy panko. 
This treatment makes me want to call them 
cutlets, but the truth is this is not that. Truth 
be told, though, as a confirmed omnivore, I 
think that this same method works just as well 
for boneless chicken thighs or select fish filets 
and steaks. Nested on a bed of yet another 
brassica — peppery arugula — these meaty 
cuts become the centerpiece and substance 
of a one-plate meal.

A pan-Mediterranean relish of red onions 
and garlic, smoky, roasted sweet red or 
yellow peppers and spicy pickled hot peppers 
adds more than color, heat and brightness, 
and the creamy tahini-lemon dressing 
smooths it all out, amplified by the crunch 
of toasted pine nuts which themselves echo 
the subtle nuttiness of the cauliflower.

Crispy Baked Cauliflower With  
Mediterranean Relish and Tahini-Lemon Dressing

Serves 2

For the relish  
(can be made ahead)

¼ large red onion, stem end intact, 
to slice into thin slivers (mandolin 
preferred)

¼ cup roasted red and/or yellow 
peppers, diced large

1 to 2 teaspoons minced hot pickled 
peppers (pepperoncini, peppadews 
or Calabrian hot cherry peppers)

1 tablespoon capers rinsed

¼ to ½ cup scallions (green only) or 
parsley, minced

From the pantry: 1 tablespoon (or 
more) minced garlic; 1 tablespoon (or 
more) thyme leaves; ¼ cup olive oil; 1 
to 2 tablespoons white wine vinegar

(Optional: ¼ to ½ preserved lemon, 
rind only, diced small; and/or pitted 
black or green olives, roughly 
chopped)

For the dressing  
(can be made ahead)

1/3 cup tahini

1 teaspoon honey or maple syrup 
(or sweetener of your choice)

From the pantry: 2 to 3 tablespoons 
fresh-squeezed lemon juice; 1 
teaspoon minced garlic; water to thin

For the cauliflower cutlets
1 head cauliflower

½ cup panko  
(unseasoned Japanese bread crumbs) 

From the pantry: 1 teaspoon thyme 
leaves, chopped; ½ cup Dijon; 1 
tablespoon olive oil

Pantry
Olive oil

White wine vinegar

Garlic

Fresh thyme (about 2 tablespoons 
cleaned and separated leaves, left 
whole)

Dijon mustard

Lemons

Arugula (as needed for plating)

¼ cup pine nuts, toasted 5 minutes 
in preheated 350-degree oven

AUGUST 10 – SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 
OPENING RECEPTION AUGUST 10, 5 – 7PM

Susan Walsh
Vibrant Traces

Gallery Hours 
Tues – Sunday, 
10am – 5pm

January 14 – 23, 2021Member Exhibition

Thank you to the community members Thank you to the community members 
who have renewed or joined for 2022! who have renewed or joined for 2022! 

Visit our website to become a member.Visit our website to become a member.

PREVIEW FRIDAY: January 14, 5–7 pm
Due to safety concerns, there will not be an 
opening reception.
Reservations are required for the duration of the 
show. Reserve your time at garrisonartcenter.org 
or use the QR code below

845-424-3960   garrisonartcenter.orgImage from the 2021 Exhibition
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A few moments of delight in the age of Omicron: Children and adults alike 
enjoyed the first snow of the season at Winter Hill in Garrison on Jan. 8.

Photos by Ross Corsair

Whoa, Nelly!
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Carolyn P. Ross  
(1935-2022)

Carolyn P. Ross of  Garrison passed 
away peacefully on January 6, 2022 
at NYP Hudson Valley Hospital. She 
was 86.

She was born on November 26, 1935 
in Burlington, NC, to the late Wayne 
and Lucy Bivins Patterson.

Carolyn grew up in Boston and 
became a fashion model in New 
York. She studied at the Art Students 
League under Mario Cooper.

In the late 1960s she made one-of-a-
kind handpainted silk evening gowns 
that were sold in Sacks 5th Ave and 
Neiman Marcus.

She was known as a very gener-
ous person who donated to various 
charities during the year.

In 1967 she married Arthur Ross in 
Mexico.

Carolyn is survived by her loving 
husband of  54 years, Arthur Ross of  
Garrison, along with a host of  many 
dear friends.

At Carolyn’s request funeral services 
will be private, under the direction of  
Clinton Funeral Home - Cold Spring.  

P A I D  N O T I C E

By Chip Rowe

150 Years Ago (January 1872)
Johnny Spellman was accused of stealing 

$62 from his widowed mother while she was 
out. Discovering the theft, Mrs. Spellman ran 
to the Cold Spring depot with a lantern to 
look for the teenager. Frank Murphy, who 
saw her weeping there, took the lantern and 
hopped on the milk train headed to Garrison, 
keeping his eye on the east track. He spot-
ted Johnny in the tunnel and jumped from 
the slow-moving train to grab him and take 
him home.

Henry Champlain, known in Nelsonville 
as “Champ,” killed two foxes.

Two wagons, both belonging to Dr. F.D. 
Lente, collided on Main Street nearly oppo-
site the Cold Spring House. His son and 
mother were thrown out but not seriously 
injured; it wasn’t clear if they were together 
or each driving a wagon.

The Nichols News Depot, next door to 
the post office, was the local agent for a 
forthcoming work by Mark Twain called 
Roughing It. “We have specimens of the 
engravings and letterpress and do not hesi-
tate to decide that the book will rival The 
Innocents Abroad,” it said in a notice.

Mahlan Coe was extinguishing the 
kerosene lamps at 9:30 p.m. to close Geo. 
McCabe & Co. when the last one exploded, 
igniting cotton batts directly overhead. Coe 
and three others attempted to extinguish 

the flames with their overcoats but had to 
haul the batts to the floor and use water 
and wet blankets.

The West Point Iron Co. asked the Town of 
Philipstown to close the road at the boundary 
of its property at the north end of West Street. 
This seemed odd to the editor of The Cold 
Spring Recorder, since the street was within 
the boundaries of the village, so he dug up the 
1846 village charter and found it had given 
control of the streets to the Village Board. 
However, he also found a codicil from 1851 
that returned the power to open, alter and 
close Cold Spring roads to Philipstown. He 
asked if any readers knew of any later codicils 
that sent the power back to the village. 

Justice Ferris heard a lawsuit filed by 
Randolf Croft, who claimed Abram Purdy 
had sold him a horse that was “windbro-
ken,” or had trouble breathing.

Gotlieb Schneck, who was employed at 
the West Point Foundry at a job site in New 
York City, apparently abandoned his family 
living on Garden Street. The Recorder 
reported: “That there is a woman in the 
case is morally sure — a married woman 
named Stock.” 

A newly published book, Pillars in the 
Temple; or Sketches of Deceased Laymen 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church Distin-
guished as Examples of Piety and Useful-
ness, by the Rev. William C. Smith, a former 
pastor of the Cold Spring church, included 

profiles of residents Alfred LaDue and 
Samuel Davenport.

125 Years Ago (January 1897)
A traveling exhibit organized by the local 

chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution included artifacts on loan from 
residents of Cold Spring, such as a Farmers’ 
Almanac with notes in George Washing-
ton’s handwriting given to the late James 
K. Paulding by Mrs. J. Washington of Mount 
Vernon; a copy of the Salmagundi, a short-
lived newspaper founded by Paulding and 
Washington Irving in 1807; a broken ther-
mometer said to have hung in Washington’s 
tent during the war, given to Paulding by a 
granddaughter of Martha Washington; and 
a July 1690 military order signed by Jacob 
Leisler, then governor of New York, who was 
executed in 1691 by the British for treason.

The Putnam County Board of 
Supervisors set a bounty of $1 per 
fox killed. To collect, residents 
had to bring the snout and 
an affidavit to their town 
supervisor.

The county said its 
court would be in session 
on the first Tuesday in 
February and the first 
Tuesday in September.

Gerald V. Grace, super-
intendent of the new Cold 
Spring water system, made 
his first annual report. (The 
system had come online on 
June 3.) He noted the village 
had 50 Ludlow fire hydrants 
and 58 service connections 
to the mains. On Sept. 8 a 
line was extended 102 feet from Paulding 
Avenue to the West Point Foundry Associa-
tion and a 4-inch extension pipe was being 
routed to Cragside, the estate of Gen. Daniel 
Butterfield [now the Haldane campus], at 
his expense. “I have no recommendations to 
make, or suggestions to offer,” Grace said. 
“The system since water was turned on 
seems to be perfect in operation.”

The Recorder reported that Garrison resi-
dent Merton Mosher, “while chopping wood 

one day this week, had the misfortune to 
nearly cut off his foot.”

Agnes Jones, a former Cold Spring resi-
dent, opened a boarding school for young 
ladies in Caldwell, New Jersey.

In a brief editorial comment, Irving 
McCoy, editor of The Recorder, offered: “The 
people of Philipstown demand better roads.”

Nineteen merchants together announced 
they would close earlier during the winter 
months, at 8 p.m., except on Saturdays and 
West Point Foundry paydays.

Col. James Gore, who grew up in Cold 
Spring, was appointed adjutant-general of 
the Indiana militia. He had moved there 
with his family at age 18.

With approval from the county, the day 
for Philipstown elections and the annual 
town meeting was moved from the second 
Tuesday in February to the fourth Tuesday 
in March. 

During a week of prayer, the Presbyte-
rian, Methodist, Reformed and Baptist 
congregations in Cold Spring held daily 
“union” meetings at the Methodist Epis-
copal church.

The mumps was raging in Garrison.
The Recorder noted that the ferry was 

having difficulty crossing the river; a few 
more cold nights would probably close the 
Hudson for the winter.

The state Regents’ exams were held at 
Haldane High School, including those for 
German, advanced drawing, civics, New 
York history, spelling, bookkeeping, Latin 
and hygiene.

The Recorder reprinted an article from 
the November 1896 issue of Popular Science 
News that reported on Native American 
artifacts collected in Philipstown by James 
Nelson, including an amulet in the “Indian 
Field” about 2 miles south of the village and 
a sheet copper knife blade. His most prized 

find, he said, was a small mask made 
of burned clay found in a gravel 

pit, although the article’s author 
surmised it was more likely 

an ancient souvenir from 
Mexico.

An electric alarm bell 
was installed at the 
Main Street crossing to 
announce the approach 
of trains.

Three Guernsey cows 
valued at $3,000 [about 

$100,000 today] arrived 
at the Cold Spring depot 

from Massachusetts to be 
transported by ferry to the J. 
Pierrepont Morgan estate in 
Highland Falls.

The Haldane Debating 
Club addressed the ques-
tions: “Resolved, that Lincoln 

was a greater man than Washington” and 
“Resolved, that ignorance does more to 
produce crime than poverty.”

100 Years Ago (January 1922)
The county Board of Supervisors met for its 

annual reorganizational meeting; as a result 
of the November election, the panel changed 
from four Republicans and two Democrats 
to three Democrats (including Wentworth 

Looking Back in Philipstown

(Continued on Page 17)
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PICTURE FRAMING
print & map gallery
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A title page from Salmagundi

A drawing that appeared 
in 1896 in Popular 
Science News of a Native 
American amulet found 
near Cold Spring.
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Colwell of Philipstown), two Republicans and 
an independent.

John Schillerman moved his “handy 
store” — selling cigars, candy, school 
supplies, etc. — to a building on Main Street 
opposite the Old Homestead Club. He said 
he planned to also open a pool hall there.

Edward L. Post & Son suggested in an 
advertisement to “start the new year right” 
by having your house wired for electric light.

The Cold Spring Fire Co. No. 1 asked the 
Village Board to purchase a motor-driven 
firetruck. It noted that there were more than 
500 buildings in the village and that, without 
the fire company, premiums for fire insur-
ance would certainly be much more than 
what it would cost to buy a truck. It noted that 
its old cart was straining to carry 350 feet of 
hose while hitched behind an automobile.

The DuBois Foundry Co. received a 
contract to manufacture can openers.

After a storm, Cold Spring had the 
snow plowed by 6 a.m., easing the way 
for commuters and workers at the button 
factory and textile corporation. The over-
night work was done with assistance from 
the Electric Lighting Co.

Representatives of the Kinetic Engineer-
ing Co. installed an electric organ blower at 
the Methodist Church. “The human power 
of the ‘blow boy’ is now superseded by the 
electric power of a half-horse power,” The 
Recorder noted. [A blow boy would position 
himself inside the organ and move a handle 
to force air into the pipes.]

In November 1921, John Reid, 87, a farmer 
in Connecticut, deeded his land and earthly 
possessions to the Friars of the Union at 
Garrison. He kept only enough cash to sustain 
him for six months because, he reasoned, “by 
that time I will be dead.” Reid was right: He 
lived for two months. His gift was valued at 
$56,000 [about $930,000 today].

Sylvanus Ferris presented the Rev. E. Floyd-
Jones with a print of Lord Londoun to use 
in a book the pastor 
was writing on mile-
stones. Londoun 
was the British 
commander who 
in 1754 improved a 
Native American trail 
for use by his troops; 
it later became the 
Albany Post Road.

75 Years Ago (January 1947)
The Rev. Leon Ryan, the pastor of Our 

Lady of Loretto, broke his arm on a Satur-
day night but still conducted services on 
Sunday morning.

50 Years Ago (January 1972)
The teen center on Main Street was 

closed indefinitely after a group of boys 
tore down one of its interior walls.

John McIntyre scored 42 points for 
Stevenson’s Painters in an 85-44 win over 
the Lions Club in the Philipstown Men’s 
Basketball League.

The winless Haldane boys’ varsity 
basketball team fell to Oakwood, 52-47; the 
junior varsity had a better night, defeating 
Oakwood, 95-25.

Peggy “Sunny” Redmond, a former Garri-

son resident, was a model in New York City 
who had been the cover girl on the Novem-
ber 1971 issue of Seventeen.

It was reported that a Putnam County 
sheriff’s deputy had arrested two boys, ages 
11 and 12, after vehicles driving on Old Fish-
kill Road were targeted by an air rifle.

Cold Spring Mayor Ray LeFever said he 
counted eight dogs illegally running loose 
during a drive around the village and 
suggested that fines might be doubled.

LeFever also noted that Cold Spring, for 
the first time, had 24-hour police protection.

Mr. and Mrs. O. Rundle Gilbert of Garri-
son participated in the Fifth Annual Mixed 
Foursome Golf Tournament in Bermuda 
against 80 other teams.

25 Years Ago (January 1997)
A state police sergeant appeared before 

the Philipstown Town Board to explain why 
the agency had opened a satellite office with 
two troopers at the Butterfield Hospital. 

The Town Board received a petition 
from residents of Continental Village 
Road asking that its name be changed to 
Sprout Brook Road. Because it was other-
wise known as County Road 13, the board 
agreed to consult the Legislature.

The board considered a project in Conti-
nental Village to clean and line with cement 
about 4 miles of 50-year-old, corroding, 
cast-iron water pipes. 

The Cold Spring Lions Club placed a 
mailbox at the south end of the Butterfield 
Pharmacy to collect used prescription 
eyeglasses to distribute around the world 
to those who could not afford them.

A pile of apple tree trimmings and wood 
chips was illegally dumped in the parking 
lot of the Audubon Sanctuary on Indian 
Brook Road in Garrison.

George Stevenson, an artist and Haldane 
grad, presented a painting to the school of 
the 1996 girls’ basketball team accepting 
its state championship trophy.

Bob Bengis resigned from the Philip-
stown Zoning Board of Appeals, complain-
ing that it moved too slowly. He noted that 
the Town Board had approved an ad hoc 
committee in March to review the zoning 
code, but it wasn’t appointed until Septem-
ber and still had not met. 

Anthony Virgadamo, a member of the 

Haldane varsity basketball team, disputed 
an anonymous letter to the Putnam County 
News & Recorder that said students had 
been unruly during a home victory over 
Dover because they stomped their feet and 
yelled at the Dover cheerleaders to sit down.

Vera Vander Schalk opened a music and 
art gallery, Flamingos, at 153 Main St. in 
Cold Spring, in the space formerly occupied 
by Village Cutters.

Following the filing of three lawsuits 
against the Putnam Sheriff’s Department 
by employees, the chair of the Putnam 
County Democratic Committee asked the 
county executive to assign a task force to 
investigate work conditions. He declined.

Dragon Rock, the Garrison home of 
Russel Wright and Manitoga, was placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places.

More than 80 people attended a Garri-
son school board meeting to hear a report 
that recommended the addition of Briar-
cliff Manor to the list of high schools 
students could attend, along with Haldane 
and O’Neill High School in Highland Falls. 
Based on informal surveys of former and 
current Garrison students, the superinten-
dent said 80 percent of each eighth-grade 
class could be expected to choose Briarcliff.

SERVICES

HEALING BODYWORK WITH 
VACCINATED JOY MATALON — Featured 
in New York magazine as “one of the best 
15 massage therapists in NYC offering 
CranioSacral Therapy,” with a specialty in 
SomatoEmotional Release. In addition, 
I offer Swedish Massage incorporating 
CranioSacral Therapy. Trained in Medical 
Massage, Process Acupressure, Meditation 
and Foot Reflexology with over 30 years 
of experience. Garrison and Ossining 
locations. House calls available. Call 914-
519-8138 or visit joymatalon.com.

A PLACE FOR MOM — Looking for 
assisted living, memory care or 
independent living? A Place for Mom 
simplifies the process of finding senior 
living at no cost to your family. Call 855-
376-4930 today!

GET DIRECTV — Only $69.99/mo. for 12 
months with Choice package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. One year of HBO Max FREE. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 844-275-5947.

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK — Benefit 
Heritage for the Blind. Free three-day 
vacation, tax deductible, free towing, all 
paperwork taken care of. Call 877-611-2853.

Current  
Classifieds

TAG SALE? Car for sale? 
Space for rent? Help wanted? 
Place your ad here for $4.95. 

See highlandscurrent.org/
classifieds.

(Continued from Page 16)

Gloria K.  
DesMarais  
(1933-2022) 

On January 9th, 2022, Gloria K. 
DesMarais (Sanchirico) passed 
away peacefully and has gone 
to meet our Lord. Gloria was 
born on December 20th,1933, 
in Carbondale, PA.  At a young 
age, her family moved to Yonkers, 
NY, where she graduated from 
Roosevelt HS in 1950. 

In 1958 she married Frederick 
J. DesMarais, and in 1968 they 
moved to Irvington, NY, where she 
raised her four children, Thomas, 
Frederick, Christopher, and Melissa. 

She worked for Lord and Burnham 
Corp. in Irvington and then went 
on to work for Westchester Medical 
Center as a secretary in the Bio Lab 
Department until her retirement.

Gloria enjoyed gardening, reading 
books, and doing crossword 
puzzles.  She also enjoyed watching 
old movies. She loved animals and, 
when she lived in Irvington, she 
could be seen every day walking 
her yellow lab, Buck, on the 
Aqueduct, and watching softball 
games at the park.

She had many fond memories of  
annual family picnics and spending 
the holidays with her family. She 
was known for her tight hugs 
that made everyone feel loved. 
Gloria was a dedicated member 
of  Our Lady of  Loretto Catholic 
Church and had a lifelong religious 
connection.

She is predeceased by her husband 
Fredrick J. DesMarais, sisters 
Dolores and Mary, and her 
grandson Damian DesMarais. 

Gloria leaves her cherished 
memories to her three 
sons, Thomas (Jessie), Frederick P, 
Christopher, and loving daughter 
Melissa; eight grandchildren; 
Sidney, Katelyn (Devan), Taylor 
(Stephen), Thomas, Victoria, 
Kristen, Jacqueline, Alexis, and her 
great-grandson, Benjamin. She is 
also survived by her sisters Carmie 
(Tony), Joanne, and brother Alfred 
(Agnes). Along with her many 
nieces, nephews, and loving friends.

A mass of  Christian burial will be 
celebrated on Saturday, January 22, 
2022, at 10:00 am at Our Lady of  
Loretto Church, 24 Fair Street, Cold 
Spring, NY. Funeral arrangements 
are under the direction of  Clinton 
Funeral Home.

P A I D  N O T I C E

Lord Londoun

Sunny Redmond, formerly of Garrison 
was a covergirl in 1971.
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121 MAIN ST.  COLD SPRING, N.Y.

GALLERY ARTISTS 

Winter Hours: SATURDAYS:12 to 4:00 PM 
                         SUNDAYS: 12 to 3:00 PM 

 JANUARY 8 through FEBRUARY 27, 2022 

BUSTERLEVIGALLERY.COM

GALLERYARTISTS_PrintAD _JAN FEB22.indd   1GALLERYARTISTS_PrintAD _JAN FEB22.indd   1 1/2/22   1:46 PM1/2/22   1:46 PM

29 Teller Ave.Beacon, NY 12508  |  845-831-5274

Breakfast  
all day.
thebeacondaily.com

Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling
75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

HAVE YOUR OWN BUSINESS CARD ? You can advertise your business here starting at $20.

By Krystal Ford

I t’s 2022. We’ve lived 
through another 
year of climate 

disasters, record-
breaking temperatures 
and another round of 
disappointing interna-
tional climate negotiations. It’s hard not to 
get pulled into a funk or scroll past stories 
about climate change. 

I often have to remind myself that the 
future so many of us are working hard to 
build is going to be exciting and better: 
cleaner air, cleaner water, less noise pollu-
tion and healthier people. To bring out that 
future, we have to start close to home. How 
can we reduce our emissions and help our 
neighbors, as well?

For Jocelyn Apicello and Jason Angell, 
co-founders of the Ecological Citizen’s Proj-
ect in Garrison, that meant partnering with 
the Philipstown Climate Smart Commu-
nity Task Force to launch the Philipstown 
Climate Fund Award Program. (Full disclo-
sure: I am on the task force and now also 
serve on the climate fund committee, so 
you can say I’m a fan.) The goal is to help 
Philipstown residents with low or moderate 
household incomes transition from fossil 
fuels toward cleaner, cheaper alternatives. 

The fund is designed as a response to 
local, state, national and global efforts 
to reach carbon neutrality. “We have two 
broad goals,” Jocelyn explains. “First, to 
localize climate action and make it easier 

for neighbors to help neighbors join in these 
efforts and, second, to make it easier for 
neighbors with low or moderate incomes to 
take climate action that they would other-
wise not be able to afford.” 

The inspiration for the Philipstown 
Climate Fund was the Finger Lakes 
Climate Fund, a carbon-offset program 
run by the nonprofit Sustainable Tomp-
kins. After creating a “valid offset” calcu-
lator and raising thousands of offset dollars 
(explained below), the Finger Lakes fund 
has so far helped more than 50 households 
take measurable actions to reduce their 
carbon footprint through home weather-
ization efforts. The model relies on build-
ing relationships between the nonprofit, 
contractors and the households that apply 
for funding.

Jocelyn and Jason wanted to set up the 
Philipstown fund in a similar way to create 
a local carbon-offset market in which indi-
viduals and businesses take measurable 
actions to reduce emissions and/or, for 
those emissions they can’t or won’t avoid, 
pay to offset them. 

For example, if my commute creates 30 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(MTCO2e) over the year, and I can’t practi-
cally switch to public transportation or buy 
an electric vehicle, I can instead purchase 
offsets. To do that, we need to put a price 
on carbon; the current market price for an 
offset ton ranges from $1 to $150.

The challenge is that “a framework for 
establishing carbon pricing doesn’t exist 
at the local level,” says Jason. “What’s a 
fair price for pollution avoided? How is it 

measured and who verifies if action is actu-
ally taken? We thought starting the climate 
fund would be a piece of building toward 
that future.”

They worked with the Climate Smart 
Community Task Force to create a trans-
parent way to get the more than $7,000 
raised through a Philipstown Fights Dirty 
campaign into the hands of residents to 
take actions such as installing an electric 
heat pump, an induction oven, an electric 
hot-water heater or a smart thermostat. 
Each will result in measurable carbon 
reductions because of the reduction in 
fossil fuel usage — and that’s the key.

The Philipstown Climate Fund hopes to 
continue raising money from households 
that know they won’t be able to become 
carbon neutral so the funds can be redis-
tributed to those who can’t afford to try. 
The more people who contribute to the 
fund, the more neighbors it can help and 
the more emissions it can reduce.

That is what gives me hope for 2022: 
Neighbors helping neighbors take climate 
action together. 

Living Green

What Gives Me 
Hope for the 
New Year

How to Apply
The application to receive funds 
from the Philipstown Climate Fund 
is available at the Butterfield library 
in Cold Spring, the Desmond-
Fish library in Garrison, the 
Philipstown Food Pantry or at bit.ly/
PCFAwardApplication. The deadline is 
Feb. 15 and the winner or winners will 
be selected by lottery on March 1. 

Both homeowners and renters who 
are Philipstown residents can apply. 
Applicants must have an annual 
household income of $113,000 or less 
(the 2020 median household income 
for Philipstown); and must apply to 
replace residential, fossil fuel-based 
equipment with electric equipment, 
e.g., gas stove with induction stove, 
propane hot-water heater with electric, 
a zone of fossil fuel-based heating with 
electric heat pump.
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Puzzles

Puzzle Page Sponsored by
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Country Goose
115 Main St.
Cold Spring, NY 10516
845-265-2122

CroSSCurrent

Answers will be published next week. See highlandscurrent.org/puzzle for interactive sudoku.

1 4 9 2 6 5 3 8 7

5 3 7 9 8 4 6 1 2

2 6 8 3 1 7 4 9 5

7 5 6 1 4 3 9 2 8

4 2 1 8 5 9 7 6 3

8 9 3 7 2 6 1 5 4

9 7 5 6 3 2 8 4 1

3 8 4 5 9 1 2 7 6

6 1 2 4 7 8 5 3 9

Answers for Jan. 7 Puzzles

1. BUBBLIER, 2. PALMETTOS, 3, PRIORITIZED, 4. DIALS, 5. IMPATIENTLY, 6. FUSTY, 7. DOCS

ACROSS
1. Even
5. Apply cream
8. The Good Earth 

heroine
12. “Please go ahead”
14. Fork prong
15. The National 

Pastime
16. Circus structure
17. Cacophony
18. Scalawags
20. Basilica areas
23. Diving duck
24. Soccer legend
25. Brewing gizmo
28. Greek letter
29. Not — out of place
30. Scull need
32. Kook
34. Ordered
35. Skin breakout
36. Notorious
37. Port city of Poland
40. Former Mideast 

org.
41. Pealed
42. Pitcher’s tactic
47. “American –”
48. Consume too little
49. Lion’s pride?
50. Meadow
51. Sciences’ partner

DOWN
1. Bar bill
2. “— a tree falls ...”
3. UFO crew
4. One of the 

Ramones
5. Cannon of film
6. MSN rival
7. Reduced-rate 
postal delivery
8. Canada’s capital
9. Actor Schreiber
10. Green Gables girl
11. Tennis barriers

13. Baseball stats
19. Cornhusker’s st.
20. iPhone download
21. Mexican money
22. Lost traction
23. Black Panthers 

leader Bobby
25. Appreciative
26. Rich soil
27. Stow cargo
29. Grade-school 

basics
31. Flushed
33. Hang loose?

34. Diva Streisand
36. Kismet
37. Bleak
38. Baby’s father
39. Unsigned (Abbr.)
40. Fed. food 

inspector
43. Chemical suffix
44. — Lingus
45. Back muscle, 

briefly
46. USN officers

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Varsity 
Roundup
By Skip Pearlman

BOYS’ BASKETBALL
After going 1-1 in their first two games 

of the 2021-22 season, the Blue Devils of 
Haldane High School dared to dream big: 
They decided their lofty goal would be to 
finish the season at 19-1.

Halfway through the season, the dream 
is alive.

Haldane (9-1) won its eighth straight 
game Wednesday (Jan. 12), dominating 
Palisade Prep, 70-52, on the road, includ-
ing a 21-8 run in the fourth quarter. The 
Blue Devils also cruised in a 73-52 victory 
on Tuesday at home against Putnam Valley.

Haldane was tested on Jan. 8, hosting 
Chester, but ended the Hambletonians’ 
17-game win streak with a 68-60 victory. 
Haldane opened last week with a 73-39 
dismantling of Croton-Harmon on Jan. 6.

“Chester is a good team, and that was a 
great win,” said Coach Joe Virgadamo. “We 
were up four points at the half and went up 
by as many as 12 before they cut it to one. It 
was a good back-and-forth game.”

Matteo Cervone scored 26 points against 
Palisade Prep and Soren Holmbo had 19. 
Against Putnam Valley, Ryan Irwin had 
19 and Holmbo added 14. Against Ches-
ter, Holmbo had 19, Cervone added 17 and 
Tristan Reid had 14.

“The guys have really been learning, and 
developing their roles, learning what’s best 
for the team,” Virgadamo said, adding that 
his players are “excited but humble and 
eager to get better every day. We have our 
eyes on the sectional championship.”

Against Croton, Cervone and Holmbo 
each had 14 points, Ben Bozsik had 13, Rob 
Viggiano had 10 and Ryan Eng-Wong had 
seven.

The Blue Devils are scheduled to host 
Pawling on Wednesday (Jan. 19) and 
Croton-Harmon on Friday.

The Beacon team also has had early 
success this season. During its game on 
Tuesday (Jan. 11) against Monticello, the 
Bulldogs held a commanding 28-4 lead at 
the end of one quarter on their way to a 
59-39 win.

A team that won one of 12 games last 
season now has six victories.

“It feels great, but we could also be better 
than 6-4,” said Coach Scott Timpano. 
“We’ve had some tough losses.”

He said his 2020-21 team had focus but 
not experience. This year, “the maturity, the 

way they go into battle, that has changed. 
You have to love winning,” said Timpano.

He said the Bulldogs came out fired up 
against Monticello following a one-point 
loss last week to Cornwall. “They wanted to 
take it out on someone,” he said. “Scoring 
28 points in a quarter is fantastic, but also 
we only allowed four points on defense.”

Chase Green finished with nine points 
and eight steals, while Darien Gillins and 
Gavin LaDue each scored eight, Simmy 
Mann and Jack Philipbar each had seven 
and Adrian Beato handed out seven assists. 
The team finished with 25 steals.

Beacon is scheduled to travel to Port 
Jervis on Wednesday (Jan. 19). 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
Haldane had a pair of dominant wins in 

the past week, rolling past Croton-Harmon, 

52-28, on Jan.  6 and handling Palisade 
Prep, 68-10, on Monday (Jan. 10). But the 
Blue Devils were humbled on Tuesday at 
league rival Putnam Valley, 75-41.

Against Putnam Valley, Maddie Chiera 
led Haldane with 14 points and Camilla 
McDaniel added six. Eva DeChent led 
Putnam Valley with 39 points, including 
her 1,000th career point.

“We started out slow, but the second half 
was better,” said Haldane Coach Jessica 
Perrone. “We couldn’t contain Eva at all.”

Against Palisade Prep, Chiera scored 
17, Molly Siegel added 15 points and nine 
rebounds, and Marisa Scanga had nine 
points. The Blue Devils honored their 
seniors: Chiera, Scanga, Siegel, Jenna Irwin 
and Ella Ashburn.

Against Croton-Harmon, McDaniel led 
the scoring with 15 points, Chiera had 12 

and Ruby Poses, Siegel and Amanda Johan-
son each contributed six.

“When we lost to Croton by 11 in Decem-
ber, we felt like we played a bad first half,” 
Perrone said. “So we came out and made 
sure we didn’t do that again. Our spacing 
and ball movement was great.”

Haldane (4-6) is scheduled to visit Rye 
Neck on Tuesday (Jan. 18).

The Beacon team recorded a 47-17 victory 
at Monticello on Wednesday (Jan. 12) 
behind 22 points from Reilly Landisi and 
14 from Devyn Kelly.

“We played a tremendous defen-
sive game,” said Coach Christina Dahl. 
“Although we played a flat third quarter, 
we picked up the intensity.”

On Jan. 6, the Bulldogs dropped a 36-31 
decision to visiting Goshen. In that game, 
Landisi had 19. 

“Holding them to 36 points was fantas-
tic,” said Dahl. “Offensively, as a team, it 
wasn’t our night.”

Beacon is scheduled to visit Newburgh 
Free Academy today (Jan. 14) and host Port 
Jervis on Tuesday.

INDOOR TRACK & FIELD
Beacon’s 4x800 relay team of Rubio 

Castagna, Sal Migliore, Jack Cleary and 
Evan LaBelle placed eighth in 8:36 at the 
Millrose Games Trials at the Armory in 
Manhattan on Wednesday (Jan. 12), and 
second among Section IX teams, behind 
Monroe-Woodbury. 

“Evan ran an excellent anchor leg,” said 
Coach Jim Henry. “His time [2:02.49] was 
his fastest indoor to date and should allow 
him to break 2:40 on his next attempt in 
the 1,000.”

Kyla Richardson also made the finals in the 
55-meter run, posting a personal record of 7.9 
seconds, the second-best time in the section. 
“I think she’ll continue to drop that time 
down and show up on the radar of Section 
IX sprinters from now on,” said Henry.

At the Ocean Breeze Freedom Games in 
Staten Island on Jan. 8, Rachel Thorne and 
Ella Cason finished fifth and sixth in the 
3,000-meter run: Migliore was sixth in the 
600 meters at 1:26, the best time for that 
event this season in Section IX; and Damani 
DeLoatch was fifth in the triple jump at 40-3.

BOWLING
The Beacon boys’ team lost to Monroe-

Woodbury, 5 -2 , before defeating 
Middletown by the same score and Wash-
ingtonville, 7-0. They are now 5-4. The girls 
defeated Monroe-Woodbury, 7-0; lost to 
Middletown, 5-2; and defeated Washing-
tonville, 7-0, to improve to 4-5.

SPORTS  Follow us at twitter.com/hcurrentsports

Chase Green orchestrated an explosive first quarter for Beacon against Monticello. 

Matteo Cervone handles the ball for Haldane in a 73-52 win over Putnam Valley. 
Photos by S. Pearlman

For more sports,  
see highlandscurrent.org


