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Reader-Funded News for Beacon and Philipstown

COMMUNITY DINNER — Members of the American Legion Auxiliary in Cold Spring — including Janine Junjulas and Maureen 
Etta, shown here — prepared a spaghetti dinner on March 11 to raise funds for veteran services and the Philipstown Food 
Pantry. For more photos, see Page 16.  Photo by Ross Corsair

Byrne Wants to 
Make Putnam 
‘Constitutional 
County’
Also suggests two-thirds 
vote in Legislature on 
property-tax hikes
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

Echoing a theme from his campaign 
for Putnam County executive, 
Kevin Byrne on March 9 urged that 

Putnam become a “constitutional county.” 
Byrne, a Republican who took office in 

January, promoted the concept during his 
inaugural State of the County address. 
The movement, popularized by the leader 
of a group called Defend Rural America, 
argues that any local or state laws “that 
are repugnant to the Constitution” should 
be considered “null and void.” 

A handful of counties have adopted reso-
lutions, including York in West Virginia, 
Brown in Texas, Lyon in Nevada and Catta-
raugus in western New York. A few also 
have rejected the idea, including Mesa in 

Electric vehicles represent 
small, but growing, share
By Leonard Sparks

Martha Upton, Philipstown’s 
climate-smart coordinator, was 
excited when Tesla introduced its 

first electric car, but the cost proved too high.
So, when Kia released its lower-priced 

Kona EV in 2018, Upton and her husband, 
Peter Davis, decided to “take the plunge” 
on a 2019 model. They plunged again last 
year, when Davis decided to add a second 
electric car instead of keeping his hybrid. 

Owners Get Charge from EVs

(Continued on Page 6)

(Continued on Page 3)

Sean Malahy bought a 2023 Ford F-150 Lightning after the 2022 version sold out. 
 Photo by L. Sparks

Lawsuit ongoing with 
previous electric supplier
By Jeff Simms

Eight months after its energy 
supplier defaulted on a contract, 
the company that administered a 

program through which Highlands munic-
ipalities bought clean electricity for resi-
dents at a fixed price is relaunching the 
project — but without Beacon. 

More than 23,000 households and 
businesses in 10 municipalities, includ-
ing Beacon, Cold Spring, Nelsonville and 
Philipstown, benefited from fixed rates as 
members of what is known as community 
choice aggregation (CCA) — a program that 
buys energy “in bulk,” which often allows 
it to secure better rates. 

Members of the CCA, known as Hudson 
Valley Community Power, had been receiv-
ing electricity generated from renewable 

sources for 6.6 cents per kilowatt-hour for 
households and 7.1 cents for businesses. 

When compared to Central Hudson’s 
variable rate, members of the collective 
saved more than $7 million and avoided 
25,560 metric tons of greenhouse-gas 
emissions in the first year of the program, 
according to Joule Community Power, the 
company that administered the CCA. 

That was until last summer, when 
Columbia Utilities backed out of a three-
year agreement to supply electricity to the 
CCA. Columbia’s withdrawal meant that 
residents and businesses who didn’t earlier 
opt out of the program were transferred 
back to Central Hudson, where the price 
for electricity fluctuated from less than 5 
cents per kilowatt-hour in June to 17 cents 
per kilowatt-hour in October. 

Joule expects to restart the program, 
again called Hudson Valley Community 
Power, by June, CEO Jessica Stromback 

Energy Collective to Relaunch, 
Without Beacon

(Continued on Page 7)

‘Jewelry is Storytelling’  
Page 17
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By Leonard Sparks

Daniel Potts, who lives in Garrison, 
is a professor at New York Univer-
sity’s Institute for the Study of the 

Ancient World. He will discuss his expedi-
tions in Iran at the Desmond-Fish Library 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday (March 19). 

What sparked your interest in 
archaeology in Iran?

I got exposed in my freshman year at 
Harvard. Originally, my interest was pretty 
specific: the archaeology of eastern Iran 
in the third millennium B.C., during the 
Bronze Age. But the more I learned, the 
more I found all periods fascinating. I also 
felt that, within the field of ancient Near 
Eastern studies, Iran was on the margin 
compared to, let’s say, Egypt and Mesopo-
tamia. I had the chance to go to Iran the 
following year and have been there about 
a dozen times. I have always found it fasci-
nating — amazing landscapes and amaz-
ing people. 

Why do you think Iran has been on the 
margins? 

Because of the Persian wars with the 
Greeks, there’s been this longstanding 
European prejudice against the ancient side 

of Iran at the expense of the classical Greek 
and, later, Roman, world. There are a lot of 
stereotypes in Herodotus’ description of 
the Persians and King Xerxes is presented 
as effete and effeminate and as a big loser 
because the Persians lost their two wars.

Where was your first trip?
There was a Harvard excavation at Tepe 

Yahya, way out in the southeastern part of 
the country in a remote area where we lived 
in a tiny hamlet — just mud-brick houses, 
no electricity, no running water, no paved 

road. It wasn’t always comfortable, but you 
got the feeling while you were there that 
this was an immense culture. We found 
written tablets that date to about 3100 B.C. 

What other sites have you visited?
From 2003 to 2010, while I was teach-

ing in Australia through the University 
of Sydney, I excavated three sites about 
two hours west of Shiraz, which is not far 
from Persepolis. One site, Jinjun, is from 
the Persian Empire, from the fifth or sixth 
century B.C., and had monumental archi-
tecture and columns like Persepolis. When 
the Persian Empire was at its height, and 
couriers, the king and the armies were 
moving, they would go along this route. 
There are sites that were clearly meant for 
the royals to be able to stay at where the 
architecture is palatial. 

Why excavate this ancient history?
It’s important that modern humans 

understand their history. We have been 
preceded by a lot of intelligent people who 
have figured out all kinds of things — how 
to deal with water shortages, how to erect 
buildings that don’t fall in an earthquake. 
I don’t think you need to be ethnically 
related to a specific population for it to be 
important to learn about and appreciate.

FIVE QUESTIONS:  DANIEL POTTS

Would you want a 
surprise in your DNA 

ancestry test?

By Michael Turton

Sebastian Just, Beacon

Ashley Rauch, Garrison

Definitely! We 
found a few 

wrinkles in our 
family tree.

I’d be surprised  
if there were  

any surprises. 

My dad was 
orphaned; we 

found an uncle we 
didn’t know about.

Nam
Peter Ferko, Putnam Valley
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Check our website + media for more info and events

Weekly Programs
Kid’s After School Art + Mid-Hudson Music Togeter

Sat. Mar 18 + Sun. Mar 19 – 1-5 PM
Uncontaiminated Sound: Re�ections

Exhibit by Rob Lundberg peering into the world
of contemporary performers on and o� the stage

(RL: Artist Talk on Mar 25th – 2 PM)

Sat. Mar 18 – 8 PM
The ARTICHOKE Storytelling Series

Tix: Artichokeshow.com

Tue. Mar 21 – 5:30 - 8:30 PM
WOMEN IN BUSINESS - Busting Barriers Panel

Tix: https://bit.ly/BustingBarriers23

Fri. Mar 24 – 7-10 PM
OPEN MIC NIGHT

Lottery begins at 6:45 - Performers start at 7
Doors open at 6:15

Sun. Mar 26 – 4 PM
Kenneth Overton - Baritone

Walker Jermaine Jackson, piano
Howland Chamber Music Circle

Pay-What-You-Wish!
Tix: howlandmusic.org

SAVE THE DATE June 17+18
Beacon LitFest

Beacon’s Inaugural Literary Festival
Feauring Panelist and Workshops

With special guest New York Times and NPR puzzlemaster Will Shortz
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Arizona, Bremer in Wisconsin and Yates 
in New York. 

At a public hearing in Yates County last 
year, nearly all attendees who commented 
opposed the move, according to a local 
news report. “If you want to be a separat-
ist, just say it,” said one resident. In Septem-
ber, the Yates Legislature dropped the idea.

In outlining his ideas in Carmel, Byrne 
claimed that Putnam’s Constitutional 
County effort (initiated via a declara-
tion by the Legislature) “will not be some 
fringe label or attempt to undermine state 
or federal laws.” He added that “we cannot 
simply wash away and ignore federal or 
state laws we dislike.”

However, he said, by becoming a Consti-
tutional County, “we will make a mean-
ingful statement to stand up publicly as 
one county supporting our existing United 
States Constitution.”

A day after his speech, Byrne sent the 
county Legislature a draft resolution that 
states that, “while Putnam County cannot 
unilaterally nullify federal or state laws it 
opposes, it will and does oppose,” within 
the limits of the U.S. Constitution and state 
civil rights law, “any efforts to unconsti-
tutionally restrict such rights, in order to 
assure that its citizens will be able to keep 
and bear arms and use the same in defense 
of life, liberty and property, whether in a 
well-regulated militia, or individually.” 

Moreover, along with endorsing “free-

dom of expression, speech, association, 
religion, press and petition,” it says county 
protection would “also extend to all other 
rights neither enumerated in the Constitu-
tion nor its amendments, but which exist 
alongside the same as inalienable, basic, 
fundamental rights that are so deep-rooted 
in our society that they are deserving of 
protection from governmental infringe-
ment,” such as “equality, liberty and the 
pursuit of livelihood and happiness.” 

The draft also stipulates that “public 
funds, resources, employees, buildings 
or offices not be used to restrict rights or 
to aid or assist in the enforcement of any 
restriction of the rights granted under the 
Constitution,” and says courts can adjudi-
cate any disputes.

Finally, the draft proclaims, the Putnam 
Legislature “recognizes that government 
must be limited and that the people must 
be free from unnecessary and arbitrary 

governmental overreach and intrusions.” 

Property taxes
In his address, Byrne advocated requir-

ing at least six of the nine legislators to 
approve property-tax hikes and that all 
public meetings on property-tax rises or 
the budget be streamed or aired live in 
both audio and visual formats, and that 
residents receive a chance to speak. 

Indian Point discharge
Byrne joined neighboring counties to 

oppose the discharge of radioactive waste-
water from the former Indian Point nuclear 
power plant into the Hudson River. 

His comments on Indian Point followed 
votes by Westchester and Rockland 
lawmakers earlier this month to object to 
the plan by Holtec, which is decommission-
ing the plant. Byrne did not specifically 
ask the Legislature to pass its own reso-
lution, although he said he discussed the 
issue with Legislator Greg Ellner of Carmel, 
employed in the water purification profes-
sion, and other legislators.

“Make no mistake, our county received 
tremendous economic and environmental 
net benefits when Indian Point was opera-
tional,” Byrne said. But now, “after the state 
essentially forced its closure, our federal 
representatives must step in and thwart a 
new environmental threat. And we are a 
Hudson River county.” He requested “that 
our federal partners assist in pursuing a 
better alternative.”

Byrne (from Page 1)
Dutchess State of the County

Executive Decries 
“Madness” of  
Climate Law
In his State of the County address on 
March 8, Dutchess County Executive 
William X.F. O’Neil suggested 
residents to ask God to intervene to 
spare the state from the “madness” 
of the Climate Leadership and 
Community Protection Act.

O’Neil, a Republican, is filling the last 
year of term of Marc Molinaro, who 
was elected in November to a seat in 
Congress. O’Neil, who was the deputy 
county executive, has said he will not 
run for the position.

He called Dutchess “an island in 
an unsettled sea,” accusing state 
leaders of being “more concerned 
with ideology than public service,” 
citing the Climate Leadership and 
Community Protection Act.

The climate-change legislation 
requires New York state to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 40 
percent by 2030 and 85 percent or 
more by 2050, from their 1990 levels. 
O’Neil said those goals are unrealistic 
and will drive away business.

We will make 
a meaningful 

statement to stand 
up publicly as one 
county supporting our 
existing United States 
Constitution.”
~Putnam Executive Kevin Byrne
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Fjord Trail
Thanks for covering the growth of oppo-

sition to the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail 
in our community (“Grassroots Group 
Wants Shorter Fjord Trail,” March 10).

I joined the Protect the Highlands 
campaign because the boardwalk will 
disfigure a landscape that generations of 
nature-lovers have known better than to 
try to improve, and because the attraction 
will turn the village of Cold Spring into a 
hub for an influx of traffic. The planners lie 
when they say they know how to handle it.

But my biggest concern is the opaque 
political process. I have two friends who 
have signed on to the plans but privately 
express horror at them. “Blow it up,” one of 
them whispered to me at the dog-and-pony 
show the Fjord Trail organized at Dutchess 
Manor in December. I also am concerned 
about the influence of wealthy donors. The 
family foundation of Chris Davis, the vision-
ary behind this project who has done much 
to preserve forested areas in Philipstown, 
has given hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to Scenic Hudson, the Hudson Highlands 
Land Trust and Riverkeeper, organizations 
that came into being to oppose adorning 
the river with concrete and chain-link neck-
laces but today are on board with doing just 
that. Cold Spring deserves a transparent and 

robust discussion of these issues.
Phil Weiss, Philipstown

Hudson Highlands State Park has an 
overuse problem; it spills over into Cold 
Spring with consequent overcrowding and 
transportation and parking problems.

Wouldn’t it be nice if the state parks depart-
ment and towns could seek professional 
advice from some of the most experienced 
crowd-control and parking and small-city 
planning consultants in the world to see how 
best to balance business and visitors? 

Might some of those consultants recom-
mend solutions to these already-existing 
problems? Might there be some ideas about 
infrastructure needs? About parking solu-
tions? About transportation strategies? 
(These problems are not unique to Hudson 
River towns; other towns, parks and places 
have gotten very good at managing crowds 
of visitors.) And wouldn’t it be nice if the 
cost of those best-in-their-field consultants 
didn’t have to be paid by Philipstown? 

Well, through the forward-thinking and 
extraordinary generosity of a number of indi-
viduals, environmental groups and govern-
ment agencies, these invaluable studies and 
recommendations are made available to us. 
Seems to me that’s a pretty good deal.

The Fjord Trail has been conceived from 

the outset as a mechanism to help cope with 
the overcrowding; it is controlled by the 21 
agencies and organizations and municipali-
ties that make up its steering committee. 
Their best interests are front and center.

If what they build turns out to help 
manage crowds, and happens to be so 
attractive and practical that it attracts more 
people than are already overwhelming the 
existing facilities, we can expect that their 
congestion-mitigation strategies will also 
handle the bigger crowds far better than 
we’re able to handle the existing crowds. 

I heartily support the project as contrib-
uting to the livability, the prosperity and 
the pleasure of living in our wonderful 
communities.

Fred Osborn III, Garrison

The Fjord Trail began as a great idea. 
Back when the plan was to create what could 
accurately be described as a trail, I was all 
for it. But as the years have passed and the 
trail has ballooned into something else, I’ve 
become less enthusiastic and more skeptical.

What’s now proposed is out of scale with 
the surrounding community and, it seems 
to me, will exacerbate the overcrowding 
problem it claims to solve. The Fjord Trail 
website describes the project as “regionally 
transforming.” I’m game for change, but 
that seems a bit much.

Ned Rauch, Garrison

The Fjord Trail is going to be a fantastic 
way to unite two beautiful places and make 
riding and hiking much safer. We need young 
people to see the beauty in the natural envi-
ronment so they will want to fight for it. As 
an argument, “protecting the environment” 
by opposing the trail is 100 percent smoke.

Matthew Robinson, via Instagram

As a person older than 80, I was shocked 
by former Cold Spring Mayor Dave Meran-
dy’s comment that, unlike “the energetic 
people who want to climb the mountains, 
the Fjord Trail will attract a whole new 
group, people who want to walk on a flat-
ter, less-strenuous surface.” 

Oh yes, the grannies with canes and the 
young parents dragging toddlers will form 
a human wave, overwhelming the fit young 
athletes who alone deserve to enjoy the 
Hudson Highlands State Park.

What part of “state park” do people not 
understand? The taxpayers of New York 
state support our parks and a generation 
of legal rulings have established the right 
of the physically challenged to enjoy them. 
Cold Spring and Philipstown have no more 
right to restrict access to the Highlands 
than Long Islanders do to keep me from 
traveling to Jones Beach.
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The projected plan for the Fjord Trail, if it 
starts in the village, will encourage people 
to arrive by train, if for nothing else than to 
enjoy the beautiful river views along the route. 
Many people may want to enjoy the restau-
rants and shops of Cold Spring after their 
hike. My husband and I did, years ago, when 
we were the dreaded foreigners from the Big 
City. And hopefully, the crucial purpose of 
keeping hikers and bikers off a narrow and 
dangerous road will be accomplished.

Fran Hodes, Cold Spring

Of course there’s a small group insist-
ing on exclusionary revisions. I wonder 
how they stand on the privatization of the 
Indian Brook waterfall in Philipstown that 
locals couldn’t enjoy [because the town 
removed parking]. Or the public-safety 
nightmare of Route 9D between Beacon 
and Cold Spring. Beacon shouldn’t have to 
take all the weight on this.

Lesly Canossi, via Instagram

It’s an insane approach to visitor 
management — instead of building infra-
structure to handle the existing crowds or 
finding ways to limit the crowds, let’s create 
a waterfront attraction to bring yet more 
crowds. While we’re at it, let’s have it start 
at the end of a dead-end street that termi-
nates at Dockside. 

Realistically, no one from out of town is 
going to pay $10 to $20 to park in a lot on 
Route 9D and take a shuttle bus when they can 
park on village streets or for free at the Metro-
North lot, right next to their destination.

Peter Henderson, Cold Spring

What a way to express that implicit 
Cold Spring privilege. Protect the High-
lands describes itself as a “diverse” coali-
tion, which makes me wonder how diverse 
it could be, knowing the demographics of 
Cold Spring.

Donald Arrant Jr., via Instagram

During the hiking season, hundreds 
of visitors trek from the train station up 
Fair Street on their way to the trails, spill-
ing onto Spring Brook Condominium prop-
erty despite signs marking it private. Drivers 
routinely try to park in our lots, despite ever-
larger warning signs, frequently displaying 
attitude when told they can’t park there. 

The Fjord Trail plan will solve both of 
these problems by routing the foot traffic 
through Dockside. It also provides addi-
tional parking and restrooms. Our Fair 
Street neighbors will be as concerned as we 
are to learn that the Protect the Highlands 
plan would have the Fjord Trail begin and 
end at Breakneck, putting all that visitor 
traffic from the train station right back on 
Fair Street. It’s a really dumb idea.

Robert Plante, Cold Spring
Plante is president of the Spring Brook 

Condominium Association.

It would be helpful if the Fjord Trail and 
state parks department were present and did 
a short presentation on their plan, the time-
line and how the plan will be implemented, in 
a fully transparent way. They can take ques-

tions and listen to the general public. 
Whether you are pro, against, or want-

ing to learn more, this is important. Most 
of the meetings to date have been orches-
trated. Let’s hit the reset button. There’s a 
lot in this expansion plan being proposed.

Joe Curto, Cold Spring

I’ve tried to have a debate with the 
people who oppose the connection to Cold 
Spring. They don’t want to debate. They 
want to spread fear and false information 
and get everyone in the village afraid. If 
Cold Spring opts out of this, it’s going to be 
worse because they’ll still have to deal with 
the crowds and have zero say in the matter. 

Opponents like to think this park is going 
to be the Hudson Valley version of Coney 
Island. I can’t wait until the Fjord Trail puts 
in a Ferris wheel.

Pedro Rivera, via Facebook

Where are they planning to have people 
park if it starts in Cold Spring? There’s only 
one road to the train station parking lot 
and it’s crazy busy trying to get through the 
village to reach it on weekends.

Rose Nicholas, via Instagram

The Dockside Park trailhead entry point 
will be accessible by train, foot, bike and 
shuttle. Because of the limited parking in 
Cold Spring, folks arriving by car will be 
encouraged to park in one of four planned 
parking areas along the trail and use the 
trail or hop on the Fjord Trail shuttle to 
reach the village. 

The shuttle system will allow all visitors 
the convenience to access any trailhead 
along the route. The shuttles are planned 
to be electric vehicles and even have bike 
racks.

MJ Martin, via Instagram
Martin is director of development and 

community engagement for the Fjord Trail.

Dutchess Mall
While there is nothing Philipstown can do 

to stop construction of a warehouse with 78 
loading docks on its border with Fishkill, there 
is plenty Philipstown can do to minimize the 
warehouse’s impact on the Route 9 corridor 
within the Philipstown border (“Dutchess 
Mall Plan Approved,” March 10). However, 
this won’t happen unless we take the initiative.

Specifically, there are procedures under 

which municipalities can appeal to the state 
Department of Transportation to establish 
what are called traffic-calming systems. Other 
municipalities have done so successfully.

Among other things, the DOT must take 
into account the town’s master plan, safety 
concerns and the views of community 
members, local businesses and first respond-
ers. Pulling together a successful appeal 
to the DOT will require that we all come 
together and contribute to the initiative.

With a 78-dock warehouse coming to our 
backyard, there is no time to waste.

Diana Hird, Philipstown

After so many years of stalled projects, 
the Town of Fishkill should be ashamed 
of itself for approving this. It’s completely 
useless to the community.

Anthony Lise, via Instagram

Fishkill is so desperate with development. 
Such a beautiful, historic place has been 
overrun with gas stations and strip malls. 
But they are going to have a bike rack!

Matthew Robinson, via Instagram

There are myriad innovative, environmen-
tally conscious and creative ways to trans-
form this parcel: affordable housing with 
an independent, business-oriented main 
street a la the “15-minute-village concept” 
[in which living, working, commerce, health 
care, education and entertainment are 
within a 15-minute bike or walk]; accessible 
green space for children of all abilities; and/
or a community-led botanic gardens such 
as the excellent Coastal Maine Botanical 
Gardens in Boothbay.

Instead, we get a climate-controlled 
space set to increase truck traffic and likely 
employ people under exploitative condi-
tions.

Robbie Rubino-Vigar, via Instagram

COVID numbers
I noticed that, for the first time in years, 

the COVID-19 by the Numbers update is not 
appearing each week in the paper.

First, thank you for keeping our commu-
nities informed about the impact of the 
pandemic in our backyard. Dropping the 
weekly update reflects that Philipstown 
and Beacon are in a better place now than 
even six weeks ago, with Putnam and 
Dutchess counties each having low trans-

mission levels, according to the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

But the CDC also recommends staying 
up to date on COVID-19 vaccines, including 
booster doses and, in that sense, we have a 
quiet crisis in Philipstown and Beacon: Less 
than 30 percent of the Philipstown popu-
lation is up to date and in Beacon it’s less 
than 20 percent. To make matters worse, in 
the most vulnerable age group, those older 
than 55, less than 40 percent are up to date 
in Putnam and Dutchess counties. This 
means that more than 75 percent of Philip-
stown and Beacon residents are vulnerable 
to getting and spreading the virus.

Get boosted! Boosters prevent hospital-
ization and death. We can keep COVID-19 
in check. Boosters are free until May 11, and 
then will be covered by most insurance. 
Also boosters are convenient at Drug World 
in Cold Spring and pharmacies in Beacon. 
See vaccine.gov.

Alan Brownstein, Cold Spring
Editor’s note: We are now publishing the 

update in the last issue of each month but 
updating the numbers weekly online.

Wood chips
After reading Pamela Doan’s Roots and 

Shoots column in the March 3 issue, can she 
suggest which wood chips to use to get rid 
of grass, and those to avoid?

Shelley Gilbert, via Instagram
Pamela Doan responds: “I recommend 

talking to an arborist or tree company and 
getting a load of chipped wood that is straight 
from the source without dyes or other treat-
ments. Many local companies will sell wood 
chips or even do a drop-off for free. I would 
avoid using anything sold as mulch; it’s 
usually bark, treated or dyed, and won’t 
decompose well and add nutrients to the soil.” 

Housing plan
A good portion of the people who live here 

now cannot afford to because of rising costs 
for everything (“Officials Bristle at Plan to 
Boost Housing,” March 3). How will more 
housing help the families and people who live 
here now? Will it not increase the costs for 
everyone and make it more unaffordable when 
more municipal services will be needed? 

We have zoning laws that have been 
worked on for years by local people. How 
can politicians in Albany subvert that?

Tony Bardes, Philipstown

L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

(Continued from Page 4)

2023 Scholarship Guide
Each year The Current compiles a list of scholarships 
available to students who live in Beacon and Philipstown. 
Each listing includes who qualifies to apply, the amount of 
the award and the application deadline. 

The 2023 version of the guide has been posted at  

highlandscurrent.org/scholarships. 

Don’t delay: Many applications are due April 1.
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His choice: a Ford Mustang Mach-E, with 
a range of about 300 miles and 400 horse-
power. “I’m not used to a car with so much 
power,” said Davis. “It has this thing called 
‘unbridled mode,’ which I’m afraid to try.” 

Also unbridled is the enthusiasm Davis, 
Upton and other Highlands residents have 
for their electric vehicles. While the tech-
nology is still evolving and prices continue 
to exceed the budgets of many drivers, 
EVs are expected to play a growing role 
in reducing the carbon emissions fueling 
climate change.

In September, Gov. Kathy Hochul directed 
the Department of Environmental Conser-
vation to draft regulations requiring that by 
2035 all new passenger cars, pickups and SUVs 
sold in the state produce zero emissions. The 
state has also set a goal of having 850,000 zero-
emission vehicles on the road by 2025. 

Right now, the owners of electric vehi-
cles represent a small but growing share 
of the state’s drivers. New York state had 
136,587 electric vehicles on the road as of 
February, according to a dashboard of EV 
ownership and charger data created for the 
state by Atlas Public Policy, an analytics 
and research firm. 

Although EV owners represented just 
5 percent of new vehicle registrations in 
2022, registrations of fully electric and 
plug-in hybrid vehicles last year reached 
51,000 — 24 percent higher than in 2021 
and more than double the 2020 figure — 
bringing the state’s total to 190,561, accord-
ing to the EV dashboard.

The 3,819 registered EVs in Dutchess 
County included 237 in the ZIP code that 
encompasses Beacon and part of Fish-
kill. Of the 1,556 registered EVs in Putnam 
County, there were 234 in Philipstown 
(including Cold Spring and Nelsonville) 
and 197 in Garrison. 

For these early adopters, choices are 
driven by desire to reduce their use of fossil 
fuels and save money. The costs of their 
purchases have been eased by a federal tax 
credit and state rebate. 

Brett Daigle of Philipstown estimated 
spending $500 to $600 a month for his 

daily commute to New York City before 
buying a Tesla Model 3 in early 2021 to 
replace a Subaru Crosstrek. He and his wife 
have a rule: Whoever has the longest drive 
uses the Tesla.

“If you ask me, with a gun to my head, 
how much gas is, I have no idea,” he said. 
“And that feels great.” 

Daigle’s Model 3 tops the list of EV 
models on the road in New York, accord-
ing to the state’s data. Behind it are Tesla’s 
Model Y, Toyota’s Prius Prime and RAV4 
Prime, and Tesla’s Models S and X. 

Nelsonville resident Sean Malahy and his 
wife tried to buy an F-150 Lightning all-
electric pickup when Ford introduced it in 
April, but buyers quickly snapped up the 
initial allotment. They joined a waitlist for 
the 2023 model, finally ordering the truck 
in August and receiving it in December. 

“We were in the market for a new vehicle 
and it feels like EVs were far enough along 
that it wasn’t a poor choice to make,” he said. 

Jared Hamburger, a Beacon resident, just 
bought a 2023 Chevrolet Bolt that he uses 
to pare expenses as a part-time driver for 
Uber. Peter Callaway of Cold Spring said his 
2019 Nissan Leaf is the “by far the best car 
I’ve owned in 60 years of driving.” 

Malahy named environmental concerns 
as his primary reason for the purchase, 
as did David Limburg of Nelsonville, who 

said a desire to reduce his carbon foot-
print drove him to replace his “trusty” gas-
powered 2008 Honda Fit in 2019. 

Limburg said he initially did not consider 
an electric car, but a Facebook conversation 
with people who owned them, and a presen-
tation about EVs at the Desmond-Fish 
Public Library, spurred his decision in 2019 
to lease a Hyundai Ioniq. The car, leased 
from the Healy dealership in Fishkill, had 
a range of 125 miles on a full charge. 

“When I passed a gas station on the way 
home, I laughed because I would never 
need to go there again,” said Limburg, 
who switched to a Hyundai Kona in 2021 
because it had twice as much range. 

Mechanics, except for the occasional 
tire rotation, also fare badly. Josh Garrett 
popped the hood on his Tesla Model Y on 
Monday (March 13). The only visible part 
was the cap that he pops off to refill the 
windshield-washer fluid.  

“You don’t have to get tuneups or smog 
checks,” he said. “All of those moving parts 
that take the gas in your tank and move 
it into the engine to light it on fire and to 
pump exhaust out of the tailpipe, none of 
that exists in the EV.” 

What does exist are a $7,500 federal tax 
credit for EVs and a rebate of up to $2,000 
through the state’s Drive Clean program for 
EVs and plug-in hybrids. Malahy said the 

federal tax credit helped convince him and 
his wife to buy their Ford last year instead 
of waiting for the price to come down. 

In addition, Central Hudson offers 
discounted rates to EV owners who charge 
at home during off-peak hours — after 7 
p.m. and before 2 p.m. 

Without incentives, the cost of owning an 
EV is unaffordable for many drivers, one 
of the biggest barriers to their widespread 
adoption. The average price for a new elec-
tric vehicle was $58,385 in February, down 
from January but still well above the average 
new-car price, according to Kelly Blue Book. 

Plug-in hybrids, which have a recharge-
able battery, are a less-expensive option 
than fully electric vehicles. Chris Borris and 
her husband, Vincent Bielski, bought a 2022 
Ford Escape on March 1. A full battery lasts 
for 40 miles, but Bielski said the couple has 
so far used just one-eighth of a tank of gas. 

“It may take us three months to burn a 
tank of gas,” he said. 

Other barriers include the driving range 
of current EVs and the state’s network of 
public chargers. While some of the newest 
electric cars can reach or exceed 300 miles, 
passenger cars registered in New York aver-
age 146 miles and SUVs, 184. 

Certain circumstances can hasten the 
depletion of a battery’s charge, such as the 
use of heaters in cold weather.  

Thomas Otto of Nelsonville commutes 
to work in New Jersey in a BMW i3 whose 
range falls from 75 to 60 miles in the 
winter. The car has a “range extender,” a 
small generator, powered by 2 gallons of 
gas, that charges a low battery enough to 
add 60 t0 100 additional miles, he said. 

Nissan rates the range for Callaway’s Leaf 
at 215 miles, but the car has a feature called 
regenerative braking that charges the battery 
when he decelerates. When he’s coming 
downhill on Route 301 into Cold Spring, he 
coasts to let the battery recharge. “I manage 
to get the range up to 250 to 260,” he said. 

Davis and Upton employ several strate-
gies for preserving range in the winter, such 
as relying solely on seat heaters. In Febru-
ary, they drove the Mustang to Massachu-
setts in below-10-degree weather. 

They can make the trip without stop-
ping, but have found places to charge en 
route using Electrify America, a network 
of public chargers that Volkswagen agreed 

Electric Cars (from Page 1)

Josh Garrett owns a Tesla Model Y that he and his wife bought in May 2021.  Photos by L. Sparks

VEHICLE NAME

Tesla Model 3

Tesla Model Y

Toyota Prius Prime

Toyota RAV4 Prime

Tesla Model S

Tesla Model X

Jeep Wrangler 4xe

Chevrolet Volt

Ford Fusion Energi

Ford Mustang Mach-E

TECHNOLOGY*

BEV

BEV

PHEV

PHEV

BEV

BEV

PHEV

PHEV

PHEV

BEV

NUMBER  
ON THE ROAD

26,051

19,898

12,576

7,333

5,364

4,957

4,259

3,325

3,058

2,861

*BEV = battery electric vehicle; PHEV = plug-in hybrid electric vehicle
Source: Atlas Public Policy

LOCATION

Beacon Metro-North

Beacon DMV

Beacon Fire Dept. 

Beacon Municipal Center

Gateway to Mount Beacon

Long Dock Park

Roundhouse

Philipstown Town Hall  

Highlands Country Club

FAST CHARGERS

Hudson Valley Towne Center

Mercedes Benz of Wappingers Falls

PORTS

4

2

2

2

2

2

4

2

2 (Tesla)

12 (Tesla)

1

Local Charging Stations

(Continued on Page 7)
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Seat will be added to May 
ballot with budget
By Jeff Simms

Antony Tseng, serving his third term 
as a member of the Beacon school 
board following his re-election in 

2022, announced his resignation on March 6. 
Tseng, who is an assis-

tant chief with the Beacon 
Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, said in a letter to 
his colleagues that he has 
an opportunity to enroll in 
a course that will advance 
his emergency medical technician knowl-
edge and skills. The course runs into July 
and will conflict with school board meet-

ings and responsibilities. 
In 2016, Tseng was one of three newcom-

ers, along with Meredith Heuer, who is now 
the board president, and Michael Rutkoske, 
who were elected to the nine-member school 
board during a time of upheaval in the district. 

Tseng said in his letter that he had decided 
to resign rather than request a four-month 
leave of absence. “The work to improve our 
district for our children is definitely a long 
game that may never be done when the 
goal is continual growth and progress,” he 
wrote. “The district is in a much better place 
than when I joined the board, but it is only 
because we have done it together.”

Tseng would not have been up for re-elec-
tion until 2025, but his seat will now be 
added to the May 16 ballot, when district 
voters will be asked to approve the budget 

and elect board members. The seats held by 
Kristan Flynn, Anthony White and Craig 
Wolf will also be on the ballot. 

Candidates have until April 26 to submit 
nominating petitions; the district said on 
Wednesday (March 15) that it had not received 
any, although Flynn and White said they 
intend to run again. Wolf said he is undecided. 

Candidate filings 
Six Democrats in Beacon notified the 

Dutchess Board of Elections this week that 
they plan to run for office this year. 

Pam Wetherbee, a former Ward 3 repre-
sentative on the City Council, filed to run 
for council again, but with no ward desig-
nated. Paloma Wake, a current at-large 
council member, also filed to run again 
with no ward designated. 

Dan Aymar-Blair, the current Ward 4 
representative, and Wren Longno, the 
Ward 3 council member, both filed to run 
for re-election. 

Mayor Lee Kyriacou, a longtime council 
member who was elected to his first term as 
mayor in 2019, filed for re-election. 

Molly Rhodes, who represents Ward 1, 
filed to run for the District 18 seat in the 
Dutchess County Legislature held by Nick 
Page, also a Democrat and Beacon resident. 

In Putnam County, 
Maggie Ploener, a Demo-
crat and resident of 
Putnam Valley, announced 
her candidacy this week 
for the District 2 seat in the 
Putnam Legislature held by 
William Gouldman, a Republican. 

Beacon School Board Member Resigns

Tseng

Ploener

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.

said on Tuesday (March 14). This time, the 
collective will purchase clean energy on 
behalf of 33 municipalities, including Phil-
ipstown, Cold Spring, Nelsonville and 10 
others in the Hudson Valley. 

The program will work the same as in the 
past, with residents and business owners auto-
matically enrolled. Customers’ electricity will 
continue to be distributed through Central 
Hudson, which will also handle billing. 

Letters will be sent in May to residents, 
giving them the opportunity to opt out. 

That framework contributed to Beacon’s 
decision not to join the relaunched 
program. City Administrator Chris White 
said he received many complaints from 
residents upset that the city had joined the 
CCA on their behalf. 

In addition, after being approached by 
Joule at the end of 2022, White said city 
officials were unsure whether the company 
would be able to find a fixed-rate supplier 
who could beat Central Hudson’s variable 
rate, given ongoing global instability. “It’s 
hard to bet on anything right now,” he said. 

Beacon hopes to soon explore a “commu-
nity-distributed generation” model, which 
is awaiting approval from the state Public 
Service Commission, White said. 

That model would allow residents to 
“subscribe” to locally generated renewable 
energy, such as electricity produced by a 
solar farm. Subscribers would receive cred-
its from Central Hudson in the form of a 
discount on their bill. 

Joule says it plans to be more cautious 
when it relaunches Hudson Valley Commu-
nity Power. Stromback said that its crite-

ria for electricity providers has become 
stricter to keep what happened last year 
from happening again.

“We have significantly increased the 
requirements around who we accept bids 
from,” Stromback said. The stress-test for a 
new electric supplier “is whether they can 
handle a wartime situation,” she said, refer-
ring to Russia’s invasion last year of Ukraine, 
which caused global energy prices to soar. 

Joule, along with Beacon and seven other 
municipalities, sued Columbia Utilities in 
June in state court in Ulster County. It 
alleged that, by defaulting on the agree-
ment, Columbia “irreparably” damaged the 
CCA program (Hudson Valley Community 
Power was the second one created in the 
state) and New York’s climate goals, and 
also damaged the credibility of municipal 
officials who had joined the collective on 

behalf of their constituents. 
“This was not easy,” the lawsuit notes. 

“These [participating] communities are 
largely skeptical of state programs related 
to energy, fearing the bureaucratic prob-
lems that they tend to bring, as well as the 
potential effects on the cost of energy.”

Joule is asking the court to prohibit 
Columbia from transferring its assets to 
third parties, and for monetary damages to 
compensate customers for losses that arose 
from the breach of the agreement.

Energy (from Page 1)

ARTE POVERA:  
ARTISTIC  
TRADITION AND  
TRANSATLANTIC  
DIALOGUE
Lecture Series 2023 
March 18 – April 30, 2023  
Tickets are available on  
www.magazzino.art 

Curated by Dr. Roberta Minnucci  
Four-part lecture series which 
presents new perspectives on 
postwar Italian art.EV Incentives

New York’s Drive Clean program offers a 
rebate of up to $2,000 off the purchase or 
lease of new electric vehicles and plug-in 
hybrids. More information and a list of eligible 
cars can be found at bit.ly/ny-ev-rebate. 

The federal government offers tax credits 
of $7,500 for new electric or fuel-cell 
vehicles, up to $4,000 for used EVs costing 
less than $25,000 and up to $40,000 
for commercial vehicles that are plug-in 
hybrids or run on fuel cells. Visit bit.ly/fed-
ev-rebate for more information. 

Central Hudson offers an “EV Time of Use 
Rate” for electric-vehicle owners, who pay 
a lower rate when charging during off-peak 
hours — after 7 p.m. and before 2 p.m. 
Information on the program can be found 
at bit.ly/cenhud-ev-rate.

TYPE

BEV

PHEV

Gas-powered

AVERAGE MSRP*

$49,062.35

$38,265.51

$29,016.79

New EV Prices
to create as part of its settlement with the 
U.S. over the company’s emissions scandal. 

“We have our favorite places to go where 
there are plenty of chargers, and we always 
meet a lot of other EV drivers there,” said 
Upton. “It’s a lot of fun actually, to stop and 
charge.” 

According to New York’s EV dashboard, 
the state has 7,854 Level 2 chargers, which 
can take four to 10 hours to refresh a 
battery. There are 18 in Beacon’s ZIP code 
and four in Philipstown. Many EV owners 
also install Level 2s at home because they 
are faster than regular outlets and cars can 
be recharged overnight. 

New York also has a network of 1,194 fast 
chargers, which are more ideal for long trips 
because they are capable of recharging a 
battery up to 80 percent within 20 minutes. 
But most of the state’s fast chargers are part 
of the robust network owned by Tesla and 
reserved exclusively for owners of its vehicles. 

The company owns the nearest fast 
charger to Beacon and Philipstown, at the 
Hudson Valley Towne Center off Route 9 
in Fishkill. (Tesla announced in February 
that it would open part of its network to 

non-Tesla drivers.) 
“They’re everywhere on every major 

highway, certainly in New York state and 
throughout the Northeast,” said Garrett, 
who has driven his Tesla as far as Killing-
ton, Vermont. 

New York already had existing programs 
to encourage businesses and municipalities 
to install chargers, but Hochul in September 
announced federal approval of its plan to use 
$175 million over five years from the Infra-
structure and Jobs Act of 2021 to deploy 
more fast chargers along major interstates, 
including I-84 between Port Jervis (near the 
Pennsylvania line) and Connecticut. 

Along with more chargers, the prices 
of EVs are expected to fall and the vari-
ety of available models and average driv-
ing range grow. Garrett says the idea of 
owning an EV can be intimidating because 
it requires adapting to new ways of fueling 
and requires planning for long road trips.

It becomes “a lot less scary” with experi-
ence, said Garrett, who sometimes revisits 
the past when using the 2016 Honda CRV 
his family still owns. 

“Going from the Tesla back to this 2016 
model — not ancient, but not new — it’s like 
I’m going back in time 100 years,” he said.

Electric Cars (from Page 6)
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The Community Nursery School and Learning Center, operating out of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Philipstown, Cold Spring, NY, is seeking 
candidates for the Director position beginning with the 2023-2024 school 
year. CNS has enjoyed a 54 year-long legacy of commitment to Cold Spring 
and neighboring towns, offering a morning program 5 days a week during 
the school year for children ages 3 to 5 years old. With the help of an advi-
sory committee, the Director will foster a learning and caring environment 
that will continue to meet the preschool needs of local families. The school 
serves approximately 25 children each school year.  Job qualifications in-
clude (in accordance with New York State licensed daycare requirements):

• A Bachelor’s degree, including or in addition to 12 credits in Early 
Childhood, Child Development, or a related field

• One year of full-time teaching experience in a childcare center, fam-
ily or group family daycare or other early childhood program

• One year of experience supervising staff in a childcare program or a 
related field of work

The successful candidate will be expected to ensure that CNS is operat-
ing in accordance with NY State Daycare Regulations including man-
dates relating to fire safety, health department requirements, child-to-
teacher ratios, etc. The Director will also be responsible to teach in one 
of the classrooms, supervise 3 teaching assistants, and be 
dedicated to supporting the long-held mission of the 
school: teaching kindness, respect, and empathy 
while preparing students academically for kin-
dergarten. Interested parties are asked to send 
a resume and cover letter to 1presbyterian@
gmail.com.

Community Nursery School and Learning Center

Seeking Candidates for Director 

Craig House 
Estate Nominated 
as Historic Place
If approved, site would 
qualify for rehab tax credits
By Jeff Simms

New York’s Board for Historic Pres-
ervation on March 9 said it is 
recommending that 13 properties, 

including the Tioronda Estate in Beacon, be 
added to the state and national registers of 
historic places. 

A listing on the registers can make site 
owners eligible for preservation programs and 
services, such as state grants and federal tax 
credits. The Tioronda Estate was nominated 
by its owner, Mirbeau Inn & Spa Beacon. 

If the site is added to both registries, the 
federal government would give credits cover-
ing 20 percent of the cost of rehabilitating the 
property and the state would provide match-
ing grants for 20 percent or 30 percent of 
qualifying rehab spending, up to $5 million. 

After a site is approved for the state Register 
of Historic Places, the nomination is submitted 
to the National Park Service for the national 
register. The process typically takes 45 to 60 
days, according to the state parks department.

Mirbeau received Planning Board approval 
in December for the first phase of its plans 
to redevelop the 64-acre site with a luxury 

spa and hotel, among other amenities. The 
project is expected to cost $54 million for the 
first phase; Mirbeau, which purchased the 
property a year ago for $10 million, is also 
applying to the Dutchess County Industrial 
Development Agency for a 15-year payment-
in-lieu-of-taxes, or PILOT, agreement. 

The core of the property is the 
14,000-square-foot mansion that was built 
in 1859 for Gen. Joseph Howland and his 
wife, who later donated the estate for the 
care of the mentally ill. It includes a Gothic 
Revival main house with Colonial Revival 
and English Cottage additions and outbuild-
ings. The buildings were designed by archi-
tects Frederick Clarke Withers and Richard 

Morris Hunt, while the landscape design 
was the work of horticulturalist Henry 
Winthrop Sargent, a protégé and patron of 
Andrew Jackson Downing.

Part of the property was purchased by 
two doctors who in 1915 opened a psychi-
atric hospital specializing in addiction 
treatment, calling it Craig House. Zelda 
Fitzgerald, Frances Seymour (the wife of 
Henry Fonda and mother of Peter and Jane 
Fonda) and Rosemary Kennedy (the elder 
sister of President John F. Kennedy) were 
all patients at the facility.

The hospital relied on individualized 
treatment in natural settings, but, by the 
1950s, medicinal treatment of mental health 

began to render facilities such as the Craig 
House obsolete. The site has been vacant 
since the psychiatric hospital closed in 1999. 

New York State leads the nation in the 
use of historic tax credits, with $4.5 billion 
in rehabilitation costs from 2017 to 2021. 
Since 2011, the state tax credit program 
has stimulated over $12 billion in project 
expenditures, which, according to a federal 
report, generated 69,769 jobs and more 
than $1.3 billion in local, state and federal 
taxes between 2017 and 2021. 

There are more than 120,000 historic prop-
erties throughout New York listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, individ-
ually or as components of historic districts.

HighlandsChapel.org

W E E K L Y  S E R V I C E  R E F L E C T I O N S

HIGHLANDS CHAPEL
Home of the Highlands Choral Society

M A R C H  12  Elizabeth Cody Kimmel, Author
“The Destination of Community”

M A R C H  19  Rev. William Weisenbach 
Communion Service

M A R C H  26   Bryan Dunlap, Historian  
“Dean Swift and Father Hopkins”

S U N D A Y S  1 1 : 0 0  A M   |   2 1 6  M A I N  S T R E E T  C O L D  S P R I N G ,  N Y

       HIGHLANDS CHAPEL  – offering  
Nondenominational services,, All are welcome  
Sunday School,, Youth Choir,, Community Service

BEFORE AFTER

Renderings submitted last year to the Beacon Planning Board show aspects of Mirbeau’s vision for the site.
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A R O U N D  T O W N

 MEETING OF THE MINDS — The Current staff held its weekly editorial meeting 
at Beacon High School on Monday (March 13) under the watchful eyes of students 
from the after-school newspaper club. They were later joined by students from the 
school’s newly created journalism class for a Q&A.  Photo provided

 PINEWOOD DERBY — This year’s winners for the annual race held by Philipstown 
Cub Scout Pack 137 were, from left, Ben Swenson (second), Theo Rauch (first) and 
Wyatt deSousa (third). More than 40 cars from five dens competed.  Photo provided

 TOMPKINS CONCERT — Dennis Lichtman (mandolin, clarinet, fiddle, acoustic 
guitar, vocals) and Jerron Paxton (acoustic guitar, banjo, fiddle, harmonica, 
vocals) performed at the Tompkins Corners Cultural Center in Putnam Valley on 
March 10. Some of their music is inspired by ragtime and blues of the 1920s. The 
duo met 10 years ago at a tiny Brooklyn restaurant, Café Moto.  Photo by Ross Corsair

 THE MAYOR SHARES A STORY — Mayor Kathleen Foley of Cold Spring read 
children’s books at the Butterfield Library on March 7 to mark Women’s History 
Month. Other readers scheduled for the weekly series are Lillian Moser, vice 
president of the Cold Spring Fire Co., and Tara Flagler, a business owner and 
exercise physiologist. Photo by Ross Corsair

 ST. PADDY’S — Main Street in Beacon was the site of the annual Parade of Green on 
March 11 for St. Patrick’s Day. More photos on highlandscurrent.org.  Photo by Ross Corsair
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FRIENDS ($24-$119)
Anonymous (61)
Genie Abrams
Lori Adams
Kari Addington
Ertan and Terri Akbas
Harold E. and January Akselrad
John and Susan Allen
Kevin Allison
Amanda Amadei
Tammy and Michel Amsalem
Jan and Ron Anderson
Steve and Vasso Anderson
Raymond Andrews
Susan Andrews
Ballet Arts Studio
Bannerman Castle Trust, Inc.
Patricia Barber
Celia Barbour and Peter Weed
Kathleen Barnes
Gary and Pamela Barrack
The Barrett/Tomaino Family
Sarah Bartlett
Mary Bates
Dr. Joanna Batstone Suits
Melissa Bekisz
Andrew Bell
Sharona Berken
Deborah Bigelow
Robert Blair
Royd Bjornoy and Joy Plaisted
Ray and Christine Bokhour
Carl Bon Tempo and Kristin 

Celello
Janice Bortree
Watson Bosler
Izak Breslauer
Greg and Jan Buhler
Twinkle Burke
Team Burke-Smith
Richard Butensky and Judy Cohen
Helen Butler and Jennifer Howse
Virginia Butterworth
Steven and Karen Caccavo
Robert Calderisi
Peter and Martha Callaway
Joe and Anne Carbone
Abbie Carey
Cathy Carnevale
Thomas B. Carrigan
Michael Casale
Stacia Casillo
Tom Cassel and Tara Roscoe
Violet Castro-Rivenburgh
Cory and Kari Jo Cates
Gary and Kathleen Chapman
Joe Chapman 

Ira Chavis
Stephanie Checkle-Howard 
John Paul Christy
Maureen and John Clancy
Sue Clary
Emily and Matt Clifton
Rachel Coates
Gerard Coffey
Cynthia Cohen
Ilene Cohen
Lauri Cohen and Manuel Molina
Susan Coleman
Adrian Coman
Gabrielle Conway
Pamela Cook and Erik Brown
Julian Cornwell and Elizabeth 

Pastena
Matthew Costello
Michael Covelli
Mary Crowley
Jeff Cunningham
Robert Cutler
Caroline Danford
Deb Davidovits
Jay and Janice Dean
Wendy DeGiglio*
Harold and Anne Delamater
Jane D’Emic
Jason Derasmo
Barbara DeSilva
Deborah Dichter
Wendy Diller
Dan and Cathy Dillon
Ellen Dinerman
Jan Dolan
Matt and Linda Donachie
Sheila and Daniel Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Downing
Susy Drake
Claudia Dreifus
Ben Drew
Drug World Pharmacy
Kathleen Duffett
Marie Early
Susan Early
Shari and Ken Eberts
Ruth and David D. Eisenhower
Priscilla and John Eng-Wong-

Angelo
Derek Enos and Jessica Spiegel 
Jennifer Epstein
Gale Epstein
Eric Erickson
Johanna Fallert
Julia Famularo
Martha Fateman
Will and Kate Felder
Steve Feyl and Sarah Burns Feyl
Ginny Figlia
Peter Fisher
Annette and Robert Flaherty
Lawrence Fleischer
Irmela Florig-Rowland
Wilma Feliciano, Ph.D and Jack 

Foster
Lynn Freehill-Maye and 

Matthew Maye 
Julian Friedman
Sarah From and Rusty Stahl
Laney Gahagan
Sandy Galef
Rich and Adie Garefein
Melissa Garza
Jeanne Gausman

Randy George
Margy Leahey Gerber
Suzie Gilbert
Elizabeth Gillespie
Nancy and Mark Giordano
Peter and Corinne Giunta
Annie Godfrey Larmon
Jinny and Robert Goff
Barry and Chris Goggin
Amy Goldberg
Max Goldberg
Simone Goldenberg
Danny Goodman
Derek Graham
Ryan C. Gray
The Green Family
Goldee B. Greene
Lucas and Lauren Groth
Susan Gunther
Carl and Zinnia Gutowski
Margot and Phil Haber
Habitat Revival 
Jane Hanley
Megan Harding
William Lockridge Harris and 

Jo Anne Simon
Hilary Hart
Juliet Harvey and Luc Stampleman
Ryan Hayward and Linnea 

Wilson Hayward
Cynthia Heady-Marsh
Diane Healy
Phil Heffernan
June Heller
Katie Hellmuth
Ron and Lisa Hershey
Bryan Hickey and Corinne 

Chateau
Joanne Hinkel
Kristen Holt-Browning and Sam 

Browning
Sarah and Ben Hoskinson Janes
Howard Howell
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail Inc.
Nancy Hull
Pascale Hutz
Taro and Mary Ietaka
Sue Infante
Bill Irwin
Esther Jackson and Clark Frankel
Michael Jacobs
Lillian Jagendorf and Dan 

Shannon
Neil Janovic
Peggy and Todd Janus
Randall Jones
Robert and Madeline Julian
Anne Kane and Jake Holmes
Karen and Dinesh Kapoor
Phyllis Keaton
Regina Kelley
Beverly and Richard Kelly
Brad Kendall
Thomas Kenny
Ethan Kerr and Stephanie 

Diamond
William Kimmel
John Kinnaird
John Kyle Kiphart
Trevor Knight
Elise Knudson
Kathleen Koch
James Korn
Theresa Kraft
Alice Krakauer
Noel Kropf

Jonathan M. Kruk
Joseph Krummel
Amy Kubik
Jozef and Eileen Kuczak
Ellen Kuehsel
Lee Kyriacou and Elizabeth 

Barrett
Arthur and Stacy Labriola
Laurence LaDue
Jill and Taggart Lake
Diarra Lamar
Diane and Peter Lapis
Kirsti Lattu and Alan Potts
Catherine Law
Gail and Keith Lawson
Larry Lebow
Kim Lennon 
Lazlo and Esmeralda Leonard
Barbara and Guy Lester
Nancy LeVine
Stephen Lewis
Robin Licari
Vivian Linares
Kelley Linhardt
Carolyn and Dave Llewellyn
Eileen Lloyd
Denise Loatman-Owens
Ema Longo
Sanne Lutley
Donald MacDonald
Jennifer Mackiewicz
Oliver Mackson
Paul and Roberta MacLean
Judith Maher
Jessica Mandy
Tom Mannion
Michal Mart
Grace and Michael Martin
Barbara Martire
Claudio Marzollo
Karen Maschke
Bruce Mather
Linda and John Matthews
Davis McCallum
John and Renée McCann
Courtney and Gerard McCarthy
Ryan and Meg McConville
Steve McCorkle
The McCormick Family
Jen McCreery
Mary Beth McDonald
Margaret McDuffie
Peter McFadden
Justine McGovern and Karl 

Klingbiel
Kevin McGovern
Elijah McKelvey
Matthew and Juliette McKernon
Lydia and Matt McMahon
Linda and Brice McMasters
Mary McTamaney
Tyler Mell
Anthony Merante and Dr. Lynda 

Ann Ewen
Donna Mikkelsen
Patricia Milkovich
N. Marie Milligan
Debbi Milner
Virginia Montgomery
Brett Moses and Elin Lundman
Diana Mueller
Deirdre Mullane
Tom Mullane
Trisha Mulligan
Edward and Frances Murphy
Joanne Murphy
Dr. Frederick Nagel and Mr. 

Colin Wright
KK Naimool

Anthony Nastasi

Your support for The Current is a strong 
statement of the value you place on being 
informed. It is gratifying to have so many 
believe in our mission to be a trusted 
independent and nonpartisan source of 
information on topics of importance to our 
Hudson Highlands communities. 

That is a mission The Current embraces when 
our local reporters set out each week to 
cover the consequential meetings, people 
and events in Philipstown and Beacon. Their 
efforts to keep you in the know have been 
recognized with numerous awards – and 
the designation of The Current last April as 
“Newspaper of the Year” by the New York 
Press Association.

It is part of our mission, too, to provide a 
vital forum for the wide-ranging views in our 
community, and the many letters from you 
as our members and our readers serve to 
keep us all informed as we aim to reflect the 
diverse interests, concerns and experiences 
of all around us. 

We succeeded in our campaign last year to 
reach a goal of 1,000 members by the year’s 
end, and we thank all who signed on in support 
of our nonprofit effort, as well as those who 
are now renewing their memberships that 
expired at the start of the year. 

We are gratified, too, by the encouraging 
words many of you add when you sign up as 
members. The Current aims always, in fact, 
to live up to the bidding passed along by new 
Beacon member Dan Doniger in November:

Thank You  Thank You  
To Our Members

“I’m supporting local 
journalism of high quality. 
Be courageous and true.”
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Ben Neill
Suellen Nelson
Terry Nelson
Joe and Joan Neville
Mary Newell
The Newman Family
Rose Nicholas
Peter and Glyn Nixon
Margaret Novotny
Paul and Helen Nuccitelli
Liz Oliver
Dr. David Orentreich
Anne and Fred Osborn III
Louise Outer
Barrie Overend
Eugene Palmer
Eri and James Panasci Taylorson
Linda Patterson
Benjamin Patton
John Pavlik
Marieta Pergi
Wynne Phillips
Linda Piermarini
Perry Pitt and Polly Townsend
Elizabeth Poole and James 

Challenger
Lois Powers
JC and Diana Prinzo
Keith Pucarelli
Putnam History Museum
Karen Quiana
Patricia and Michael Quiana
Jean Ralston
Ned and Liz Rauch
Claiborne Ray
Marianne Remy
Paul Reyes
Robert and Sonya Rhodes
Dianne Richey and Richard 

Weissbrod
Ronald Richley
Eric and Amy Richter
Kathy and Peter Richter
Ernie Rideout
Dan Rigney and Kat 

Stoutenborough
Pat Rinaldi
Michelle Rivas
Ed Robinson
Mary Rockers
Zach Rodgers
Carol and Fred Roesslein
Andy and Janis Romanoff
David Rothenberg and Jaanika 

Peerna
Noah Rosaler
Nathan Rosborough
Chris Rosen
Lillian Rosengarten
Michael Rotindo
Chuck and Sally Rowe
Stephanie Rudolph and David 

Hardy
Lisa Ruggiero
Betty Russell
Arne and Mary Saari
Aaron Saddler
Pete Salmansohn
Wendy and Alister Sanderson
Walter Sassano
Cassandra Saulter
Alexander Saunders Jr.
Kent and Courtney Schacht
Sarah Schick
Peter Schlemowitz
Diane and Rob Schneiderman
Avril Schofield
Patricia Schories and Harry Bolick
Gregory D. Schreiber
David Schwartz
Pam Scott
The Shannons
Roberta Shayo and Joseph Barbaro
Richard Shea
Patti Shealy
Donna Shelley-Baumler
Toby Shimin
Christine Shostack
Nancy Sigworth
Kwan-Ngee Sharon Sim
Brooke Simmons

Christopher and Lisa Sjoholm
Dylan Smith
The Smith Family
Farley and Sara Snow
Annette and Kemal Solakoglu
Jane and Ron Soodalter
Alison and Brent Spodek
PoGo Tara
Andra Sramek
Catherine Stankowski
Rich Stanley
Richard Stanton
Jean Stanulwich
Marc Steier
Bonnie Stein
Tom Stephens
Henry and Adele Stern
Susan C. Stewart
Roger and Rose Story
Kate Stryker
Linda Sweet
Sam Tallerico
Robin Thomas
Rebekah and Jeffrey Tighe
Meghan Tomann
Sarah Tormey
Lucille Tortora
Cheryl and Gil Touponse
ERA Triano
J. and K. Twohig
Carol and Bruce Unger
Peter and Joan Unterweger
Roberta Upshaw
Sarah Uzelac and Sam Anderson
Ermelinda Valle-Lopez
Anesta Vannoy
Virginia Versland
Margaret Vetare
Toni Vitale
Christina Volz-Bongar
Camilla W. von Bergen
Cecil Wade
Miriam and Eric Wagner
Sue Waivada
Elani Walden
Kim Waldhauer
Tom Walker
Sylvia A. Wallin
Judith and Jeremy Walsh
Mary Williams Walsh
Lee Warshavsky and Susan 

Bargman 
Gwynne Watkins
Glenn and Gail Watson
Doron Weber
The Weiland Family
Lisa and Michael Weingarten
Burt and Edie Weintraub-

Danovitz
Mark and Jane Weiss
Anna West
Dirk and Elizabeth Westphal
Rita White
Nance Williamson and Kurt 

Rhoads
Michelle Woods and Michael 

Reisman
Paul and Julia Wynn
Daniel Yalisove and Valentina 

Rybakova
Adam Yarinsky and Amy Weisser
Mai Yee and Jeff Robins
Dawn Young and Jon Pousette-

Dart
Travis and Melissa Yuengst
Marianne and Peter Zalys
Al and Candy Zgolinski
Pam Zicca
Gregg and Helen Zuman

PARTNERS ($120-$599)
Anonymous (49)
John Aerni
Judy and John Allen
Steven Altarescu
Maria Amor
Jason Angell and Jocelyn Apicello
Alison Anthoine
Dwight Arthur
Johanna and Joey Asher
Veekas and Erin Ashoka

Susan Atkins and Eben Shapiro
Meghan Purvis Auten

Sarah and Doug Banker

Damon Banks and Gwen Laster
Eric Barreveld

Jeffery Battersby

Francesca Beghe and Ben Green
Darron Berquist
Robert C. Bickford
Jennifer and Jeff Blakeslee
Ruth Blash
Neil Bloch
Dan and Rebecca Blumberg
Ann Borthwick and Richard 

Cogliandro
Sarah and Stowe Boyd
May Brawley Hill
Jay Brenner
Brookside Park Newsletter
Chris and Babette Brown
Lynn Brown
Will and Emily Brown
Alan and Patty Brownstein
Bernard and Tracy Bunye
Stephen Burns
Buster Levi Gallery
Patricia Butter
Kati and Tom Byrne
Colin S. Campbell
Pat and Catherine Carew
Melissa Carlton
Yvonne Caruthers
Jay Cassano
Cedgemo
Tom Cerchiara
Andy Chmar and Gayle Watkins 
Peggy Clements and Chris Duffy
Chuck and Michelle Clifton
M.G. Collins
Bob and Ann Conboy
Justin and Jess Conway
Peter Conway and Diana Polack
Brian and Aaron Cookstra
Kay and Frank Corkrum
Valerie Cortalano
Mary McCaffrey Costantin
Ralph Cottiers
Jack and Ellen Counihan
Jane M. Cronin
Jeffrey Cronin
The Crothers Family
Sean Dague
Brett and Stephanie Daigle
Kathleen and Donal Daly
The Darhansoffs
Ben Davis
Raquel Bicalho de Azevedo
Alexis Dean and David Herman
The DesBrisay and 

Beckstead 
Family

Joe Dizney 
Dan Doniger
The Doyles
Sara Dulaney
Gretchen Dykstra
Andrew Dylag
Zachary Edelson

Amanda Egolf
Barbara Eliran and Peter Goetz
Kelly Ellenwood
Michael Emerson
David and Maeve Eng-Wong
Joel Erickson
Cory Ethridge
Rachel Evans
Holly Evarts
Ellen Fabian
Cathryn Fadde
Barbara Farber
Kate and Michael Feder
Henry and Nadine Feldman
Carol and Kenneth Filmanski
Jim Finnigan
Jen Clapp and Dan Fisherman
Mr. and Mrs. James Fitzgerald
Maria Fitzpatrick
Janine Flory and Matt Murray
Kathleen Foley and John Hedlund
Chris Ford
Krystal and Darien Ford
Liz and Bill Foster
Jay Francis
Susan Freeman
Aaron Freimark and Sandy 

McKelvey
Mark Fuerst
Janet Gain
Garage Gallery
Mark Galezo
Makaria Gallagher
John and Wright
Kyoko and David Gelber
Bruce Geller
Stacey Gibson
Dottie Gilman
Erin and John Giunta
The Glauda Family
Joe and Carson Gleberman
Laurey and Steven Goldberg
Jack Goldstein
Janet Goodman
David and Maggie Gordon
Cali and Roger Gorevic
Ainslie D. Grannis
Amber Grant
Jacqueline Grant and Chris Nowak
Danielle Greenberg
Marion Groetch
Maia Guest and John Plummer
The Hackett-Zorzi’s
Josh and Jackie Hadden
Robert and Marian Haight
John Haines and Margaret 

Yonco-Haines
Tim Hall and Reka Simonsen 
JoBeth Halpin
Gail Greet Hannah

Karla Hare
David Hart
Matthew Hart
Libby Healy

Roland Heitmann
William E. Hellerstein
Ann Herington
Michele Hilmes and Bruce 

Croushore
Eric and Patricia Hine
Elizabeth Hires
Katy Hope and Alexander 

Cohen

(Continued on 
Page 12)

Highlands Current Inc. is a New York State not-for-
profit news organization begun in 2010 as 
Philipstown.Info Inc. Through its print edition, The 
Highlands Current, and its website, highlandscurrent.
org, it is dedicated to providing balanced reporting 
of the news in the communities of Philipstown (Cold 
Spring, Garrison, Nelsonville, North Highlands and 
Continental Village) and Beacon in the Hudson 
Highlands region.

Highlands Current Inc. is governed by a volunteer 
board of directors responsible for the financial health 
and mission-driven activity of the organization.  

In order to provide our content free to the 
communities we serve, we rely on the generosity of 
members who believe in our mission. Our corporation 
has tax-exempt status as a federal 501(c)(3) 
enterprise, and donations to it are tax-deductible 
to the extent provided by law. As a nonprofit that 
operates as a public trust, we do not pay certain 
taxes. We also may receive funds from government 
programs offered to nonprofits or similar businesses.

Highlands Current Inc. is a member of the Institute 
for Nonprofit News and subscribes to the guidelines 
it sets forth. We retain full authority over editorial and 
advertising content to protect the best journalistic 
and business interests of our organization. We 
accept gifts, grants and sponsorships for the general 
support of our activities, but our news judgments 
are made independently and not on the basis of 
support from any donors or other revenue source. 
Acceptance of financial support does not constitute 
an endorsement of donors or their products, 
services or opinions.

Consistent with the INN guidelines, our organization will 
make public the names of all donors who give $5,000 
or more annually. We will accept anonymous donations 
for general support below that threshold only if it is 
clear that sufficient safeguards have been put into 
place that our expenditure of that donation is made 
independently. No more than 15 percent of our total 
annual revenue may come from anonymous sources.

As a news nonprofit, we do not accept donations 
from any source that, as deemed by our board, 
presents a conflict of interest with 
our work or compromises our 
independence.

Our website contains links to our 
annual 990 tax filings with the 
Internal Revenue Service. A copy 
of our most recently filed financial 
report is available by contacting 
the New York State Attorney 
General, Charities Bureau, 28 
Liberty St., New York, NY 10005. 
You also may obtain information on 
charitable organizations from the New 
York State Office of the Attorney General 
at charitiesnys.com or 212-416-8401.

Our full editorial standards are online at 
highlandscurrent.org/editorial-standards.

What to Know  
About Our 
Fundraising
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Jan Hopkins
Laura Horwitz
Hudson Design
Hudson River Line Realty
The Illian Family
Steven Jaffe
Victoria and Robert Jauernig
Bill Jeffway
Dean Johnston and Mary Jo 

Mullan
Nicole Jones and Jess Reaves
Paula Susan Jordan
T. Kaletsch
Paul Kantor
Delmar and Irene Karlen
Shannon Keegan
Liz Campbell Kelly
Ellen Kirschner
Heidi Kitlas and Jeff Simms
Kathleen Kourie
Sara Kozak
Sergei Krasikov
Richard Kreitner
Marit Kulleseid
Michelle Kupper
Judith Kurz and David Foster
Douglas Land
Linda Lange and Rich Franco
The Lange/Balogh Family
Harper Langston
John and Elaine Leinung
Nancy Leo
Martina Leonard
Dana Levenberg

Cynthia Ligenza, MD
Cathy and David Lilburne
Catherine Lim
Daniel Lincoln
Leonard W. Lindros Jr.
Julie Loste
Stan Lovenworth
Judy and George Lowry
Sebastian Lysen and Alejandro 

Torres
Sue MacLean
Kelly Maloney
Peter Maloney
Ralph Manglass Jr.
Jo Mango
Anna and J. Marcus
Carol Marquand and Stanley 

Freilich
Maria and Chris Marrison
Betsy Matos
Alice Matthews and Perrin Ferris
Karen Mayer
Damian and Nanci McDonald
Jean McGee
Ed McGowan and Panni Gergely
Richard McHugh
Erin McNally
Brian McNicholl
Edie Meeks
Jordan Meinholz and Andy Regan
Peter and Peg Meisler
Michael Mell and Kate Dayton
Jacqueline Merrill and 

Frederick Matzner

Melissa Meyers and Wilbur Foster
Jeff Mikkelson
The Minkin-Mennes Family
Patrick and Joan Miskell
Joseph Montuori and Suzanne 

Walsh
Peg Moran and Jim Bopp
Darryl Morrison
Juliet Moser
Michael and Melinda Moyer
Myra McIntosh Mullgrav
Elizabeth Murphy
Matt Murphy and Edward Graham
Kay Murray and Ben Yarmolinsky
Paulette Myers-Rich and David 

Rich
Debbie Neff
Belle and Blake Newton
Jeff Nishball
Frederick Norgaard
Florence Northcutt
Leslie Nowinski and Joe Perry
Irene O’Garden and John 

Pielmeier
The O’Leary Family
Dennis O’Toole
Marilyn Palefsky
Charlotte Palmer-Lane and 

John Lane
The Pattersons
Thomas and Martha Pearson
Lynn Peebles
Perry Pendleton
Diane Perea
Brad Petrie and Gayle Hamilton
Taylor Phillips and Sean Malahy
Penelope and Xavier Pi-Sunyer
The Pieza Family
Jessica Pisano
Preston Lawrence Pittman
Janis and Bob Polastre
Cindy Poorbaugh
Prue Posner
Dan and Hildy Potts

Ardal Powell
Anita and Nat Prentice
Elias Primoff
Richard Prins and Connie 

Steensma
John and Paula Provet
Melissa and Thomas Ptácek
Scott Ramsey
Deidre M. Raver
Bert Rechtschaffer
John and Alisa Regas Lichtenstein
Laura and Andy Reid
Fran Skennion Reilly
Jill Reynolds and Dan Spitzer
Carolyn and Maria Ricapito
Jamie Robins and Julie Pearson
Hope Scott Rogers
Constancia Romilly
Judith Rose
Barry and MJ Ross
Peggy and David Ross
Sharon Rubinstein
Susan Rutkowski
Gunnel Rydstrom
Sonia Ryzy-Ryski
Kimberly Sabatini
Debbie Sackel
The Safa/Roeder Family
Charlie S.
Ajay Salhotra
Andrew Samuel
Christine Sanders
Jennifer and Chris Sandlund
Tim Sanker
Barbara Santoro
Jay Saunders and Betsey Nevins
Mary Ann Schetter
Eileen and John Schieneman
Mary and Fred Schlitzer
Dr. Mitchell C. Schulman, Kailo 

Healing Arts
Randi Schwartz
Todd Seekircher and Tom 

O’Quinn
Chris and Alison Shaw
James Shearwood
Mary Shellenberg
Richard Shindell
Julie Shiroishi
Sara and Tommy Silbiger
Jennifer Simmons
Shelley Simmons-Bloom and 

Matt Bloom
Linda and Tom Simms
Gerald Singer
Julie Sissman and Phil Richter
David and Amy Small
Karen Smythe
Kristin Sorenson
Christian and Flora Stadler
Phil S.
Susan and Tom Stenovec
Kenneth Stern and Marjorie Slome
Peter Stevenson and Sarah Dunn
Byron and Siew Thye Stinson
Strategy Kitchen LLC
Bente Strong
Juliet and Dan Strong-Vatsky
JM Superville Sovak
Joni Sweet and JLPV
Maryann and Richard Syrek
Maria Szulc and Allan Wernick
Bev Taylor
Lucy and Willis Taylor
Tony Thesing and Larissa Miller
Chuck and Nancy Thomas

Rachel Thompson
Jane and David Thornquist
Scott Tillitt
Nell and Ted Timmer
Suzi Tortora, Dancing Dialogue
Alan Vardy and Shasta Crombie
Ellyn Varela-Burstein and Jeff 

Burstein
Milo Vassallo*
Michelle Vaughan and Felix 

Salmon
Lauren Versel and Bob Bresnan
Dominick Viola
Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen
Bao Vuong and Steve Rush
Melissa Vuernick
David Wagner
Brian Waite
Theresa G. Waivada
Selina Wang and Michael Levine
David and Rosemary Ward
Rebecca Weber
Rodney Weber
Wesley Weissberg and David 

Goldberg
Heidi Wendel and Joseph Hirsch
Elizabeth Werter and Henry 

Trevor
Roberta West
Shirley H. Wick
Dar Williams
Anne and Thomas Winner
Chris Winward
Craig Wolf
Dale and Rafael Zaklad

PATRONS ($600-$1,199)
Anonymous (3)
Allen Alter and Racine Berkow
Jodi Balkan
Marianne and R. Dyke Benjamin
Dorothy Burke
Peter Davis and Martha Upton 
Billy and Galelyn Fields
Elizabeth and Irvine Flinn
Jacqueline Foertsch
Priscilla Goldfarb*
Laurence and Diana Henriques
Heather and Derrick Hopkins
Robert K. Lanier
Doris and David May
Deborah Needleman and Jacob 

Weisberg
Leigh Seippel
Victoria Shannon
Mildred Z. Solomon
Morgan and Jenn Stebbins
Barbara Tierney and Jeff Grocott
Joan and Henry Turner
David Watson and Marianne 

Sutton 
Mike Williams
Laura Jean Wilson and Mark 

Menting

Michael Zipper and Dr. 
Jacqueline Reich

GUARDIANS ($1,200 +)
Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth P. Anderson and 

Joseph C. Mahon
Ralph and Robin Arditi
Thomas Belden and Janice Miller
Ruth Bilodeau
Christine Bockelmann and 

Floyd Norris
Gwendolyn Bounds
Susan Brune and Chip Loewenson
Christopher Buck and Hara 

Schwartz
Christopher Davis
Natalie Diggins and Oren Michels
Ray Disco and Jim Semmelman
David Duffy and Marcelline 

Thomson
Stacey Farley and Peter Davoren
Christine Foertsch and Michael 

McKee
Kyle Good
Nick Groombridge and Kim 

Conner 
Todd Haskell
Bob and Anita Jacobson
David Kimelman and Kevin Burke
Mel and Anat Laytner
Pepper Evans and Bob Lieber
Clara and Bevis Longstreth
Frank E. Lucente*
Judy Mogul and Dan Kramer
TGeorge O’Brien
Kathy and Joe Plummer
Ru and Sheila Rauch/Lanegate 

Foundation
Frederic C. Rich Charitable Fund
The Upham-Smith Family
Zanne Stewart
Joel Stratte-McClure
Terry and Bonnie Turner
Neal and Heather Zuckerman

FOUNDATIONS
DJ McManus Foundation*
Fund for Nonprofit News at 

The Miami Foundation
Google News Initiative
Haldane School Foundation
Knight Foundation
Leonore Foundation Inc.
Lostand Foundation, Inc.
The PCLB Foundation
Topfield Foundation, Inc.

*These members have contributed 
generously this year to the Student 
Journalists Program.

Thank You  
To Our Members

Join today or renew your membership!

You’ll get a digital copy of the paper every week before it hits the newsstands!

Discover the benefits that will help us engage with you and you with us!

Membership 
Matters
As your independent nonprofit news source for Philipstown and 
Beacon, The Highlands Current relies on you, our readers, to help 
support quality coverage of all that matters to you. 

Membership is the way you can help. 
It is our primary means of support as we seek to help  
you stay current and connected in our community.  

Just go to: 

highlandscurrent.org/join
Questions? Email: 

membership@ 
highlandscurrent.org
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As part of an effort to expand its chil-
dren’s programming, the Chapel 
Restoration in Cold Spring on 

March 25 will present two performances 
of Peter and the Wolf, the 1936 composition 
by Sergei Prokofiev that is also familiar to 
many grown-ups.

“Many adults have memories of Peter 
and the Wolf because it’s the first piece of 
music that makes us aware of the connec-
tion between music and storytelling and 
emotion,” says Bekah Tighe, the president 
of Chapel Restoration. “It’s amazing to 
learn that instruments, along with musi-
cians, can tell their own stories.” 

Based on a Russian folk tale, Peter and 
the Wolf tells the story of Peter, a boy in 
the countryside who encounters a duck 
(identified with an oboe), a cat (clarinet), 
his grandfather (bassoon), the wolf (horns) 
and a bird (flute), among others. A narrator 
guides the proceedings.

The composition was designed not just to 
delight but to introduce children to classi-
cal music in an engaging way, by learning 
to recognize the sound of each instrument. 

Rachel Evans, the musical director for the 
performances, recalled a piano student of 
hers “who wanted to go over it for a year. She 
loved to act it out. The fact that the animals all 
embody all these qualities that go way beyond 
themselves made such an impression.” 

Most people are familiar with truncated 
versions, which inspired Evans to add a 
violin and viola, which she will play. “It was 
fascinating looking at the score, seeing how 
Prokofiev brought out all these characters,” 
she says. “It’s so colorful — percussion by 
itself uses five or six instruments.” 

Evans brought her idea for a performance 
to Barbara DeSilva, the Chapel’s artistic 
director. The result was a multimedia collab-
oration, with the score adapted for wind 
quintet, violin, viola and percussion. Along 
with Rachel Evans, the musicians are Joel 

Evans, Chris Hughes, Marie Kenote, Eliza-
beth Romano, Matt Smith and Will Stevens. 

The narrator, Lisa Sabin, has a personal 
connection with the piece. Her father, 
Ruben Gurevich, is an orchestra conduc-
tor. He reminded his daughter that he had 
conducted Peter many times for schoolchil-
dren in Winnipeg, Saskatoon and other Cana-
dian cities, and that he often took her along. 

“It seems as though my love and enchant-
ment for Peter and the Wolf started early 
and was reinforced periodically,” Sabin 
says. “I do remember the surprising 
moment when I first was able to conjure 
an animal in my mind just by hearing an 

instrument play its theme.”
It was no small ambition bringing in seven 

musicians and a narrator. But wait — there’s 
more! Each performance will include instru-
ment demonstrations and, in what’s been 
dubbed a “musical petting zoo,” children 
will be invited to touch the instruments, 
supervised by each musician, following the 
concert. That means moving the valves on 
the horns, pushing keys and discovering 
what it takes to play a clarinet or oboe.

The performance will be accompanied 
by a crankie, a form of storytelling that 
originated in late 18th-century Europe. An 
illustrated scroll, lit from behind, is wound 

between two spools, 
unfurled at the pace 
of a story or music. 

The crankie will 
be a collaboration 
between Lauren 
Wallis Hall, a Chapel 
board member who 
designed and drew 
the scroll, and Colin 
Wright, who is constructing the viewing 
box. They also will create shadow puppets. 
Both are members of the Permaculture 
Arts Collective, which Hall describes as 
“a queer-run, loosely knit group of local 
artists and makers focusing on nature-
inspired creative projects.”

Hall finds many aspects of crankie story-
telling appealing. “First, it’s so analog, which 
we hope will be inspiring for the children 
— perhaps they’ll want to make their own 
simple crankie out of a shoebox,” she says. 
“We are also attracted to the inherent slow 
pace. It’s a form that invites imaginative 
interpretation and plays with the percep-
tion of time. Colin and I are both parents of 
young children and we are excited to intro-
duce kids to this old form of storytelling.”

The performance concludes with a 
parade, hopefully the first of many, accord-
ing to Tighe.

“We hope to make Peter and the Wolf 
an annual concert and a tradition for the 
children of Philipstown and beyond,” she 
says. “It is expensive to produce, with seven 
musicians and a narrator, so we are work-
ing on raising money for this and future 
children’s programming. We want to make 
sure what we provide is outstanding.”

The Chapel Restoration is located at 
45 Market St., in Cold Spring. Parking is 
free on weekends at the Metro-North train 
station. Tickets are $25 ($5 for children) at 
bit.ly/peter-wolf. The rain date is March 26.

The Calendar

A Children’s 
Classic 

Chapel to present ‘Peter and the Wolf,’  
complete with crankie

By Alison Rooney

Sergei Prokofiev with his family in 1936, the year he composed Peter and the Wolf while 
living in Moscow.

The Chapel Restoration Photo providedRachel Evans Photo provided

An example of a crankie storytelling machine; the paper is backlit and advanced on rollers.
The Crankie Factory

Lisa Sabin
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 COMMUNITY

SUN 19
Clearwater Gala
GARRISON
3 – 7 p.m. The Garrison 
2015 Route 9 | clearwater.org/gala

Clearwater will honor Ronald 
Zorrilla, the founder and CEO 
of Outdoor Promise, and Betsy 
Garthwaite, a former sloop Clearwater 
captain and board president. There 
will also be a live auction and music 
by pianist Dan Englehardt. Cost: $300

SUN 19
Opening of the Fields 
WAPPINGERS FALLS
5 p.m. Common Ground Farm 
79 Farmstead Lane 
commongroundfarm.org

Join the farm staff for a walk 
through the fields and a fire circle 
to reflect on food and celebrate the 
growing season. 

THURS 23
Pancakes in the Park
WAPPINGERS FALLS
10:30 a.m. – Noon. Bowdoin Park 
85 Sheafe Road | 845-486-2555

Anyone 65 years or older is invited 
to this pancake breakfast and bingo 
at the auditorium as part of the Sap 
Happy Maple festivities. Presented 
by Dutchess County Office for the 
Aging. Call to register. Free

THURS 23
Narcan Workshop
GARRISON
6:30 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Learn how to prevent an 
opioid overdose by administering 
Naloxone at this training led by the 
Philipstown Behavioral Health Hub 
and Putnam Prevention Council. 
Registration required. 

FRI 24
Dance Party
BEACON
7 – 11 p.m. Hudson Valley Brewery 
7 E. Main St. | compassarts.org

DJ Vick The Bruiser will spin for this 
Compass Arts fundraiser. Cost: $20 

SAT 25
White Elephant Sale 
GARRISON
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. St. Philip’s Church
1101 Route 9D

The church’s nursery school will 
hold its annual fundraiser in the 
parish house.

SAT 25
Rabies Clinic 
CARMEL
10 a.m. – Noon. Memorial Park 
201 Gipsy Trail 
845-808-1390 ext. 43160 
putnamcountyny.com/health

Putnam County residents can 
bring a dog, cat or ferret for a 
free vaccination. Proof of prior 
vaccination and residency required. 

SAT 25
Veterans Stand  
Down Event 
BEACON
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. VFW Post | 413 Main St.

This event will include assistance 
with disability services, housing, 
food and clothing, mental health, 
education and employment. 
Presented by the Dutchess County 
Office for the Aging and Mental 
Health America.

SUN 26
Reptile Expo
POUGHKEEPSIE 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. MJN Center
14 Civic Center Plaza 
midhudsonciviccenter.org

More than 150 vendors will be 
available with reptiles, amphibians 

and invertebrates. Cost: $10 ($5 ages 
7 to 12, free for ages 6 and younger) 

SUN 26
Maple Syrup Day 
COLD SPRING 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Little Stony Point 
3011 Route 9D 
facebook.com/littlestonypoint

Enjoy pancakes with local maple 
syrup and live music at this annual 
event. 

SUN 26
Soup4Greens
BEACON
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Beacon Farmer’s Market | 233 Main St. 
beaconfarmersmarket.org

This annual fundraiser offers soup 
and handmade bowls for sale, with 
proceeds benefiting Greens4Greens, 
a food-access program.

 KIDS & FAMILY

SAT 18
Children’s Concert
GARRISON
11 a.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Stacy Labriola will play guitar 
and lead an interactive music circle 
for kids. Registration requested. 

TUES 21
Women’s History 
Storytime
COLD SPRING 
4 p.m. Butterfield Library
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org 

Tara Flagler, a local business 
owner and exercise physiologist, 
will read a story in celebration 
of Women’s History Month. For 
children ages 3 to 7. 

WED 22
Mini Painted Canvas 
GARRISON
3:30 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Children ages 4 and older can 
be creative with paint and canvas. 
Registration required. 

THURS 23
Young Writers Workshop
COLD SPRING 
3:15 p.m. Butterfield Library
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org 

Work on a story in progress or start 
a project at this guided workshop 
for students in grades 5 and up. 

SAT 25
Spring Egg Hunt
COLD SPRING 
3 p.m. Butterfield Library
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org 

Meet in the Reading Garden and 
bring a basket. The rain date is 
THURS 30. 

 TALKS & TOURS  

SAT 18
Bird Walk and  
eBird Tutorial 
CROTON-ON-HUDSON
7:45 a.m. Croton Point Park 
1 Croton Point Ave. 
putnamhighlandsaudubon.org

Join a guided birdwatching walk 
and learn how to record species 
sightings through the eBird app. 
Donation requested.

SAT 18
Bluebird Nest Box Building 
BEACON
10 a.m. One Nature 
3 Old Glenham Road | onenaturellc.com

Materials will be provided to 
build a birdhouse for bluebirds, 
cavity-nesting birds that have 
suffered from lost habitat. Cost: $60 

SAT 18
Maple Sugar Tours 
CORNWALL
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Outdoor Discovery Center
120 Muser Drive | 845-534-5506
hhnm.org 

Visitors can choose a sugar-bush 
tour at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. or 2 p.m. that 
includes a moderate 1-mile hike, or 
the shorter maple-lane tour at noon 
or 3 p.m. Also SUN 19. Cost: $12 ($10 
members, free ages 4 and younger) 

SAT 18
Timberdoodling at 
Twilight 
WAPPINGERS FALLS
7:15 p.m. Stony Kill Farm 
79 Farmstead Lane | stonykill.org

Take a guided walk through the 
fields to search for the American 
woodcock and perhaps observe its 
aerial courtship dance. Registration 
required. For ages 7 and older. The 
rain date is SUN 19. Register online. 
Cost: $5 

SUN 19
Winter Turns to Spring 
NEW WINDSOR
Noon. Storm King Art Center
1 Museum Road | 845-534-3115
stormking.org

During this nature walk, an 
educator from the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum will point out 
emerging signs of spring. Free with 
admission. Cost: $30+ per car 

SUN 19
Ancient Iran with  
Daniel Potts
GARRISON
3 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Potts, a professor who specializes 
in ancient Near East history, 
will discuss his experiences on 
expeditions and excavations in Iran. 
See Page 2. Registration required. 

TUES 21
Busting Barriers 
BEACON
5:30 p.m. Howland Cultural Center 
477 Main St.
bit.ly/women-busting-barriers

Financial adviser Lena Rizkallah 
will host this panel discussion 
about women in business with 
Allison Cimino of RockLove 
Jewelry, Kathleen Bennett of Floor 
13 Textiles, Kelly Lyndgaard of 
Unshattered and voice actor Grace 
Angela Henry. Registration required. 
Free

WED 22
Managing Your Passwords
GARRISON
3 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Learn how to keep your online in-
formation safe. Registration required. 

 STAGE & SCREEN

SAT 18
Lohengrin
POUGHKEEPSIE 
Noon. Bardavon | 35 Market St. 
845-473-2072 | bardavon.org 

Watch a livestream of the 
Metropolitan’s staging of the Wagner 
opera starring tenor Piotr Beczała 
and sopranos Tamara Wilson and 
Christine Goerke. Cost: $29 ($27 
members, $22 ages 12 and younger) 

SAT 18
Ring Masters 
Championships 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
5 p.m. MJN Center | 14 Civic Center Plaza 
midhudsonciviccenter.org

The amateur event, presented by 
the Floyd Patterson Boxing Club, 
is open to boxers ages 8 and older. 
Cost: $35.75 

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)

For a complete listing of events, see 
highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Maple Syrup Day, March 26
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SAT 18
Oklahoma!
COLD SPRING
7 p.m. Haldane | 15 Craigside Drive 
haldaneschool.org 

The Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical about a love story on a farm 
set at the start of the 20th century will 
be staged by Haldane Drama. Also 
SUN 19. Cost: $15 ($8 students, seniors) 

SAT 18
The Artichoke
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Edith Gonzalez, Lena Rizkallah, 
Steve Whyte, Adam Selbst and 
Richard Cardilo will be the featured 
storytellers this month. Cost: $20 

THURS 23
Leading With Artivism 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
7 p.m. Arts Mid-Hudson 
696 Dutchess Turnpike, Suite F 
artsmidhudson.org

The interview series, which 
focuses on people who combine art 
and activism, will kick off with Poet 
Gold being interviewed by Harrison 
Brisbon-McKinnon. 

FRI 24
The Janes
GARRISON
7 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
philipstowndepottheatre.org 

The ongoing Depot Docs series 
will screen this film about activists 
in Chicago in 1972 who helped 
women get abortions before it was 
legalized by Roe v. Wade. 

SAT 25
Peter and the Wolf
COLD SPRING 
1 & 3 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

The Prokofiev symphony shares the 
well-known fairy tale using various 
instruments to represent each 
character. Each performance will 
include an “instrument petting zoo.” 
See Page 11. Cost: $25 ($5 children) 

SAT 25
Just Jim Dale
GARRISON
7 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
philipstowndepottheatre.org 

In this one-man show, the voice 
behind the Harry Potter audiobooks 

will talk about his life and career. 
Cost: $20 

 MUSIC 

SAT 18
Luminosity 
NEWBURGH
4 p.m. Mount Saint Mary College 
330 Powell Ave. | 845-913-7157 
newburghsymphony.org

The Greater Newburgh Symphony 
Orchestra will perform a program 
at Aquinas Hall exploring color and 
music that includes work by Michael 
Torke, Thea Musgrave, Anna Clyne 
and Arthur Bliss. Cost: $35 to $50 
($25 seniors, students free) 

SAT 18
Kristina Koller 
BEACON
7:30 p.m. Reserva Wine Bar 
173 Main St. | reservabeacon.com

The jazz-centric vocalist will 
perform. 

SAT 18
Slambovian  
Circus of Dreams
BEACON 
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.  
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Joziah Longo, Tink Lloyd and 
Sharkey McEwen will play songs 
from their latest release, A Very 
Unusual Head, as well as fan 
favorites. Cost: $30 ($35 door) 

SUN 19
Heron Valley
PUTNAM VALLEY
4 p.m. Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The five-piece group will perform 
Celtic music. Cost: $20 

SUN 19
Flash Company
BEACON 
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.  
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The trio will play originals and 
traditional Irish and Celtic music. 
Cost: $15 ($20 door) 

FRI 24
Aoife Scott
PUTNAM VALLEY
7:30 p.m. 
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The Irish folk singer and 
songwriter will perform music from 
her release, Homebird. Cost: $20 

FRI 24 
Al Stewart and the 
Empty Pockets
PEEKSKILL
8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The folk singer will play his 
classics, such as “Year of the Cat.” 
Cost: $37 to $55

FRI 24
Amadou & Mariam
POUGHKEEPSIE 
8 p.m. Bardavon | 35 Market St. 
845-473-2072 | bardavon.org

The Malian duo will perform 
their Afro-pop hits. Cost: $39 

FRI 24
Buffalo Stack
BEACON 
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.  
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Andy Stack, a singer and 
guitarist, will perform with his 
band, playing Americana-style 
music. Cost: $20 ($25 door)  

SAT 25
Elliott Sharp & Donald 
Sturge Anthony 
McKenzie II
POUGHKEEPSIE 
8 p.m. Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center
9 Vassar St. | sharpdon.bpt.me

The multi-instrumentalist Sharp 
will collaborate with McKenzie, 
a percussionist and composer. 
Presented by Elysium Furnace 
Works. Cost: $20 ($30 door) 

SAT 25
Daisy Jopling Band
PEEKSKILL
8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The classical/rock violinist will 
recreate Irradiance, a show she staged 
at an Egyptian pyramid, with local 
musicians and performers from her 
mentorship program. Cost: $25 to $50 

SAT 25
Modern Times
BEACON 
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.  
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

This new world and 
improvisational project features 
Omar Hakim, Mino Cinelu, 
Rachel Hakim, Scott Petito and JC 
Maillard. Cost: $35 ($40 door)

SUN 26
Kenneth Overton and 
Walker Jermaine Jackson 
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Cultural Center 
477 Main St. | howlandmusic.org

The baritone and pianist’s 
program, I, Too, Sing America, will 
include spirituals, classical art songs 
and pieces from the Great American 
Songbook. Cost: Pay what you can

SUN 26
Annalyse & Ryan
BEACON 
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St.  
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Americana duo will perform 
with Rachael Sage (below) and 
Noga Cabo. Cost: $15 ($20 door) 

 VISUAL ARTS 

SAT 18
Material Dispersions 
PHILIPSTOWN
Noon. Magazzino Italian Art 
2700 Route 9 | magazzino.art

As part of the ongoing Arte 

Povera Lecture Series, curator Marin 
Sullivan will discuss sculpture 
and photography in Italy in the 
1960s and ’70s. Cost: $10 ($5 local 
residents, students and seniors) 

FRI 24
Una Notte 
PHILIPSTOWN
6 – 9 p.m. Magazzino Italian Art 
2700 Route 9 | magazzino.art

This after-hours event will include 
art, film, food and drinks. Cost: $10 

SAT 25
The Eyes of History 
BEACON
1 – 4 p.m. Beacon Historical Society 
61 Leonard St. | beaconhistorical.org

The exhibit will focus on Harry 
Van Tine, a photographer from 
Fishkill who co-founded the 
White House News Photographers 
Association. Through May 6.  

SAT 25
High School  
Mentor Exhibition 
GARRISON
1 – 3 p.m. Garrison Art Center 
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3960
garrisonartcenter.org

See work created by local students 
through the School Invitational 
Theme Exhibition art mentorship 
program. Through April 2. 

SUN 26
Ireland On Location
PUTNAM VALLEY
4 p.m. Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

Paintings and sketches by 
Jacqueline O’Malley-Satz will be on 
view through April 16. 

 CIVIC

MON 20
City Council
BEACON
7 p.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov

MON 20
Village Board
NELSONVILLE 
7 p.m. Village Hall | 258 Main St. 
845-265-2500 | nelsonvilleny.gov

TUES 21
School Board 
COLD SPRING
7 p.m. Auditorium | 15 Craigside Drive 
845-265-9254 | haldaneschool.org

WED 22
Village Board 
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Village Hall | 85 Main St. 
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

MON 20
School Board
BEACON
7 p.m. Beacon High School
101 Matteawan Road
845-838-6900 | beaconk12.org

Oklahoma!, March 18

Kenneth Overton, March 26
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Members of the American Legion Auxiliary in Cold Spring 
prepared a dinner on March 11 to raise funds for veteran services 
and the Philipstown Food Pantry. The meals included spaghetti 
with tomato sauce, meatballs and/or sausage, salad, bread, 
Parmesan cheese, beverages and cake or brownies. The young 
waiter (upper left) was Cooper Corless, who took orders and 
served practically every diner (lower right). At one point, the hall 
was so full that the auxiliary quickly set up another table. Several 
first responders, who were on call, ordered take-out (right).

 Photos by Ross Corsair

PASTA 

ALL

Around
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A couple brings an online 
store to Main Street
By Alison Rooney

When Lauren and Todd Decker 
were tossing around ideas six 
years ago for a brick-and-mortar 

version of their online jewelry store, the 
don’t-want list was longer than the want. 

They didn’t want harsh lighting, intrusive 
sales pitches or anything that might turn 
a customer’s special moment 
into a stressful one.

The couple opened their 
store, which they called 
Curated, at 1 East Main in 
Beacon in April 2017, sharing 
space with photographer Alicia 
King, hence King + Curated. When 
the Deckers struck out on their own in 2019, 
moving to a larger space at 530 Main St., they 
kept the name, with King’s approval. 

Having a storefront was important, Lauren 
says, because “it instills a level of trust. The 
store helps bridge the gap and allows people 
to get personal with what they’re seeing. They 
can touch it and get an idea of how things 
look in person, versus on a model.”

“A lot of customers have told us that if there 
was no physical location, they wouldn’t feel 
secure about shopping online,” Todd adds.

King + Curated specializes in custom 

designs, in styles ranging from classic to 
contemporary. “We’ve always felt a lot of 
fine jewelry stores are intimidating,” Lauren 
says. “We use warm colors to light the shop, 
have jute rugs, lots of plants and candles to 
create an environment that allows people 
to be comfortable rather than feeling pres-
sured to buy something they can’t afford.” 

Todd adds: “If someone has a good first 
impression they tend to come back, even if 
it’s three months later.”

Lauren, who studied at the Fash-
ion Institute of Technology in New 

York City, says she finds noth-
ing wrong with traditional 
design, “but we go for more 
colored stones. We like to 

play with height and asym-
metrical design, unusual pair-

ings and just making sure that everything 
feels special, not common. We see a lightbulb 
go off for people when they realize, ‘I thought 
I wanted … but you opened up the floodgates 
in terms of what can be done.’ ” 

“For me,” Lauren notes, “jewelry is story-
telling, not just a luxury item. It’s usually 
purchased when there’s a life event and 
becomes part of a family story. It’s not a 
status symbol. It’s helping build memories 
that hold emotional value and history.”

Todd’s roles in this are many, including 
product photography, website maintenance, 
accounting and building the display cases. “He 

allows me to put all my energy into designing 
and developing our brand,” Lauren says.

She says that the couple carries jewelry with 
“price points that work for anybody, including 
brass bracelets, pieces in sterling silver and 
more aspirational pieces. We like to think 
we’re elegant, but not snooty. Many people 
don’t understand why things cost what they 
do, and we encourage them to ask questions, 
and they will get honest answers from us.”

Another topic, increasingly impor-
tant to younger customers, 
according to Todd, is if the 
materials were “ethically 
sourced.” He explains: “We 
offer lab diamonds that 

weren’t mined.”
The Deckers also emphasize they 

welcome same-sex couples; some engaged 
customers have told them they felt uncom-
fortable at other jewelry stores shopping 
for rings. “We always want everyone to feel 

included, with no awkwardness, no judg-
ment on orientation,” Lauren says. “We are 
all about supporting love.” Todd adds: “The 
store pulls the right kind of people to us.”

The couple discovered Beacon on a 2013 
visit from Brooklyn and made the move in 
2014. They say they especially enjoy the cama-
raderie of their fellow shop owners. “They’re 
our community, our friends,” Lauren says. To 
foster that, Lauren co-founded the annual 

Beacon Hop and Shop with Erin 
Murphy Doan from Reservoir, which 
has since relocated to Cold Spring.

“It’s easy, as an entrepreneur, to 
keep your head in your work,” says 

Lauren. “It gets so busy you forget 
you have this lovely network of people 
surrounding you.”

King + Curated is open from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. from Thursday to Sunday. See 
kingandcurated.com or call 845-440-3368.

‘Jewelry is Storytelling’

King + Curated is located at 530 Main St. 
in Beacon. Photos by Alicia King

Todd and Lauren Decker
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Putnam Valley, NY



18  March 17, 2023  The Highlands Current Support our nonprofit. Become a member!

By Chip Rowe

150 Years Ago (March 1873)
Seventeen residents put their names on the 

ballot at Town Hall for village offices, includ-
ing nine candidates for five trustee positions. 

While canvassing the vote, the trustees 
found that a resident had accidentally cast 
a prescription from Dr. Murdock, rather 
than his ballot.

Just after midnight on a Wednesday, the 
railroad watcher fired his pistol at men trying 
to break into a car on the south switches.

Three young men from Swartoutville, a 
hamlet near Fishkill, rode a sleigh to Philip-
stown to party at the High House. When they 
prepared to leave, they found their horse gone 
and assumed it had run away toward home. 
But after dragging the sleigh with frozen 
fingers back to Dutchess County, they discov-
ered the horse was not there and had to return 
the next day to Philipstown to search for it.

Samuel Austin had a close call when, as 

he was crossing the railroad tracks with a 
load of wood, the whiffletree (connecting 
rod) gave away, separating the horses. The 
flagman was able to alert the 5:20 express, 
which applied its steam brakes.

So much snow fell on the mountain roads 
that Benjamin Ireland could not reach 
the village for four days. The thermome-
ter dropped to 11 degrees below zero one 
morning at the Smith home near McKeel’s 
Corners [Routes 9 and 301].

John Baxter of South Highlands brought 
into the village the carcass of a “gigantic 
wild cat” he caught in a trap.

The Cold Spring Recorder reported that 
investors in a grocery cooperative formed 
two years earlier had lost their money, 
victims of competition with profit-moti-
vated grocers. The co-op’s agent, William 
Truesdell, “hearing certain stories are 
being circulated reflecting on my charac-
ter as an honest man,” said he was ready 
at any time to share its business records.

The Legislature passed a bill on March 
20 that allowed Philipstown to hold a 
referendum on whether to sell Town Hall, 
although The Recorder opined that its only 
value would be as a schoolhouse. The vote 
to sell the building failed by 60 votes.

The congregation and Sunday School 
of the Baptist Church showed up unan-
nounced at the home of Stephen Hughson 
on Division Street to surprise him with 
supper and parlor games.

Early returns indicated that the Putnam 
County Board of Supervisors would have four 
Republicans and two Democrats. The Demo-

crats represented Carmel and Putnam Valley.
After West Point cadets reported that a 

team, sleigh and two men had wandered 
from the staked track between the wharf 
and Constitution Island and broken through 
the ice near the Sunken Rocks, six Cold 
Spring men carried boards and planks to the 
scene. The only damage was to the harness, 
which had to be cut to extricate the animals.

Riding on the rear platform of a north-
bound train as it approached Breakneck, a 
railroad detective saw a man lying across 
the west track. He pulled a rope to stop the 
train and walked back to investigate. The 
detective and the night watchman at the 
crossing removed the man to Sandy Land-
ing, outside the fence, although he was 
angry with his rescuers for waking him.

Residents reported a race through the 
streets of eastern Nelsonville between 
the driver of a sled carrying iron ore and 
another heavy with wood.

John Aldon, while chopping wood at 
Lake Surprise Farm, split the big toe of his 
left foot lengthwise. He was placed on a 
sled and taken to his home in Breakneck, 
where Dr. Murdock dressed the wound.

William Mosier, missing his rooster and 
suspecting his dog, trekked into the woods 
until he found a place where the snow was 
disturbed. There he found Chanticleer, with 
a few minor wounds and missing feathers, 
buried in a drift but alive.

The Recorder reported that, for the first 
time, a fake marriage notice had made it 
into print. The editor said the announce-
ment for the union of Harrison Chapman 
and Belinda Bean, of Putnam Valley, was 
smuggled into the printing office as a prank. 
The paper was notified by Miss Bean.

A stray dog that bit a boy visiting from 
New Jersey in the face was taken to Sandy 
Landing by one of his relatives and shot.

As of March 21, the Hudson River was 
still icebound. In the previous 50 years, the 
earliest it had opened was Feb. 4 (1842) and 
the latest was April 13 (1843).

Two travelers with an “educated” bear 
paraded on Main Street, soliciting coins, 
and put up on Kemble Avenue for the night 
but departed early the next morning.

Mrs. William Brewster broke her collarbone 
when she was thrown from a wagon after two 
of its side wheels dropped into a deep rut.

When the wheel on a carriage driven by 
Elisha Barrett broke near MeKeel’s Corners, 
a piece of wood penetrated the horse’s 
leg, severing an artery. Barrett supposed 
the animal would bleed to death, but Dr. 
Murdock happened along, rendered the 
horse insensible with ether, restored the 
arterial circuit and bound the wound.

Officer Morrison arrested a man who 
stole an overcoat from Patrick Monaghan’s 
clothesline. He found him walking along 
the railroad tracks toward Fishkill. 

A number of woodmen at MeKeel’s 
timber lots in Maryland returned to Cold 
Spring, frightened by rumors of smallpox.

125 Years Ago (March 1898)
Isaac Jaycox opened a butcher shop in 

Nelsonville. “Good meat is better than 
medicine,” he said.

W.S. Andrews on the river road hoped to 
hire a farmer who could drive and under-

stood poultry and fruit.
Nelsonville residents voted to have side-

walks repaired by general taxation (rather 
than relying on property owners) and to 
eliminate the poll tax.

An edition of the New York Evening World 
included an illustration of Robert Paulding of 
Cold Spring, who was described as “a wonder-
ful jumper on skates.” His specialty was broad 
jumping, with a personal best of 18 feet, 9 
inches. His best high jump was 3 feet, 10¼ 
inches, and his standing backward jump 
was 35 inches. He also succeeded on skates 
in clearing 8 feet, 6 inches on the pole vault.

A complaint was made to the Board of 
Trustees about young men congregating 
at the corner of Kemble Avenue and Main 
Street and harassing pedestrians.

Sgt. Charles Fisher, chief detective at 
West Point, killed himself by turning on the 
gas in a room in the library building. Fisher, 
who had been in the service for 26 years, 
had been court-martialed for fighting in 
the post saloon and demoted to private. The 
fight apparently started after an argument 
over whether Spain was to blame for the 
destruction in February of the U.S. battle-
ship Maine in Havana harbor, which helped 
spark the Spanish-American War.

James N. Paulding, the son of James 
Kirke Paulding, a former secretary of the 
Navy, died at age 64. After his mother died 
when he was a boy, James was raised in Cold 
Spring by his aunt, Mrs. Robert Parrott.

A federal court ruled that Richard Nicolas 
Warren, who claimed he was Spanish because 

Back
OOKING
PHILIPSTOWN

All tickets available at  
www.philipstowndepottheatre.org

DEPOT MUSIC:

Teddy and Jenni  
Do Nashville

March 18 at 8pm.  SOLD OUT

DEPOT DOCS PRESENTS:

The Janes
March 24 at 7:30pm

“Just Jim Dale”
A one man show about his life 

performed by Harry Potter narrator 
and the voice of Pete the Dragon! 

March 25 at 7pm

Ariane One Act  
Play Festival

March 31-April 2

The Lakeshore Limited passed by Cold 
Spring daily in 1898.
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The COVID Chronicles

Mary Anne’s Bad Luck Mystery (Baby-Sitters Club)

Frizzy

Cat Kid Comic Club: Collaborations

Construction Site: You’re Just Right

My First Book of Patterns

Manitou School

Ann M. Martin

Claribel Ortega

Dav Pilkey

Sherri Duskey Rinker

Bobby & June George
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Small Things Like These

Tomorrow, and Tommorrow, and Tomorrow

The Jews of Summer: Summer Camp and Jewish Culture

Braiding Sweetgrass

Parable of the Sower

All About Love: New Visions

Claire Keegan

Gabrielle Zevin

Sandra Fox

Robin Wall Kimmerer

Octavia Butler

Bell Hooks

Rank

Based on combined 
hardcover and 
paperback sales 
reported for January 
and February by 
Binnacle Books, 321 
Main St., in Beacon, 
and Split Rock 
Books, 97 Main St., 
in Cold Spring.

Local 
Bestsellers

he had been born in occupied Puerto Rico, 
was, in fact, a U.S. citizen. Richard was the 
son of Nelson Warren, an engineer born in 
Cold Spring who moved to Puerto Rico when 
he was 30 and lived there for 45 years before 
returning to his hometown. Richard Warren 
hoped to receive compensation from Spain 
for damages to his property in Puerto Rico 
during the Cuban war for independence.

The Lake Shore Limited, which passed by 
Cold Spring daily while traveling between 
New York City and Chicago, was noted for its 
luxuries, including interior electric lights, a 
barber shop, toilet room, smoking room and 
library. The last car was for observation and 
fitted with easy chairs and a rear platform.

The state said Haldane would receive 
$839.36 in funding [about $30,000 today] 
for the 1898-99 school year, and Nelsonville 
would get $374.35 [$13,500].

Richard Gregg, the gardener at the Garri-
son estate of Charles de Rham, widened 
the road by 6 feet at the turn of the road 
running parallel with Indian Brook from 
the estate’s south entrance to the bridge.

Daisy Riggs, 3, of Nelsonville, died after 
her clothes caught fire while she and her 
friends were playing near a bonfire.

Workmen repairing William Croft’s 
home in Garrison were taking up an old 
floor when they discovered a cannonball 
that probably dated to the Revolution.

Hon. Hamilton Fish wrote home to say he 
had dined in Egypt with the U.S. ambassador.

The Haldane truant officer said he had 
made 90 official home visits in February and 
received satisfactory excuses from parents 
for their children’s absence at 88 of them.

John Robinson, 24, of Garrison, who had 
recently graduated from Eastman College, 
died of the measles.

After the election, the county Board of 
Supervisors had three Democrats (Putnam 
Valley, Carmel, Southeast) and three Repub-
licans (Kent, Patterson, Philipstown). 

Arthur Outhouse, a resident of Garrison, 
moved to Peekskill.

Someone kicked in the door of Charley 
Lau, the Chinese laundry man. Officer 
McCaffrey was instructed to arrest the first 
person caught annoying Lau.

While excavating in the yard of the Post 
building on Kemble Avenue, workmen 
uncovered an oblong cut stone believed to 
be an Indian relic.

A woman without a home, who gave her 
name as Jane Wilson, was arrested and 
brought before Justice Riggs. She prom-
ised to leave town if he released her.

A runaway horse on Main Street caught 
and carried away the water pump at the 
corner of Main and Market streets, the 
stoop post at the Mosher building and part 
of the stoop at the McIntyre building.

The Cold Spring trustees considered two 
candidates for street commissioner: incum-
bent Sela Post and challenger Michael 
Casey. The latter was chosen, 4-1. Trustee 
King remarked that he worked alongside 
his employees every day, and that he felt a 
street commissioner should do the same.

Harry Timm of Cold Spring, who was 
present at the launching of the battleships 
Kearsage and Kentucky in Newport News, 
Virginia, reported in a letter that it had 
been decided to christen the ships with 

water instead of Champagne. However, as 
the Kentucky slid into the bay, Kentuckians 
present threw about 100 bottles of whiskey 
that shattered against its steel side.

William Phyfe received a contract to 
paint a drop curtain for the Depew Opera 
House in Peekskill showing a Saxon land-
scape with cottages.

100 Years Ago (March 1923)
A judge ruled that Stuyvesant Fish had to 

return land that he purchased in southern 
Philipstown at a tax sale in 1916. The parcel’s 
previous owner, Harrison Mills, sued after 
losing the property, and a state court ruled 
that Putnam County could only sell land to 
recover back taxes if the owner had not paid 
anything. Mills had made a partial payment. 

75 Years Ago (March 1948)
The Cold Spring Lions Club celebrated 

its ninth anniversary at the Hudson View 
Hotel. According to The Philipstown Times, 
the entertainment for the 65 members and 
their guests included choral selections by 
The Octavians and novelty songs by an 
accordionist and guitar player.

The Haldane High School boxing team 
hosted Hastings at the Haldane gym.

Hobby House Inc., which manufactured 
rustic wooden souvenirs, opened in Cold 
Spring.

John Dieweler, the caretaker of the Benja-
min Weise home on East Mountain, died in 
a 1 a.m. fire that destroyed the structure.

50 Years Ago (March 1973)
Cold Spring officials asked if any parents 

knew the whereabouts of the double street 
sign from Main and Crown streets.

The Philipstown Board of Assessors was 
notified by the state that because the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority had started 
leasing land owned by Penn Central, the prop-
erty should be removed from the tax rolls.

Robert Beckhard announced he would 
be conducting the newly formed Garrison 
Chorale and that auditions would be held 
at the Garrison Art Center.

The Philipstown Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps bestowed its first life membership on 
Frank Basso, one of its founders.

The Haldane school board hired an 
architectural firm to prepare drawings for 
a 750-student elementary school. A study 
had found the district had nearly 400 more 
students than capacity, which would grow 
to 673 by 1977.

Barbara Impellittiere, 27, was elected 
as the first female mayor of Cold Spring, 
510-142. She was also the first female mayor 
in Putnam County, and probably the young-
est female mayor elected in the state.

The American Legion in Cold Spring 
created a club for the sons and grandsons 
of its veterans. The charter members were 
Donato Yannitelli, Anthony Yannitelli, 
Tino Yannitelli, Peter Raleigh, Dean Roy, 
Anthony Percacciolo, Glenn Galligan, Cary 
Downey, Larry Downey Jr., John LaComte 
and John Van Tassel.

Bruyn Polhemus of Haldane High School 
finished eighth in the shot put at the state 
track meet at Cornell with a throw of 52 
feet, 8 inches.

25 Years Ago (March 1998)
Robert Bondi, the Putnam County execu-

tive, said he planned to run for a third term. 
He was elected in 1979 as the first chairman 
of the county Legislature after it switched 
from a board of supervisors.

The Rev. Robert Douty became the pastor 
at the Cold Spring Baptist Church. For the 
previous two years, he had taught third grade 
at the Garrison School and directed Christian 
education at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church.

In a court-ordered referendum, 70 percent 
of Putnam Valley residents confirmed a 
Town Board decision to disband the police 
department.

A court ruled that Philipstown could not 
regulate soil mining because, under state law, 
municipalities only had control over operat-
ing hours, traffic and dust control. However, 
a community could ban soil mining.

By a 4-1 vote, the Town Board appointed 
Roger Chirico as the new highway super-
intendent.

A group of parents agreed to drop a 
lawsuit against Cold Spring over the 
proposed relocation of the Tots Park on 
High Street. Instead, a new group, the 
Friends of Tot Park, submitted a report to 
the board with recommendations.

Building Bridges, Building Boats was 
created in Cold Spring to offer a program 
in which students would build a traditional 
Hudson River shad-netting boat.

Jim Guinan, the owner of Guinan’s Garrison 
Country Store on the Landing, was grandmas-
ter of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Peekskill. 
Born and raised in County Offaly, he immi-
grated to the U.S. aboard the Queen Mary with 
his wife, Peg, and their four children.

Joyce Blum, a resident of South Mountain 
Pass in Garrison, refused to leave the corner of 
her property so Central Hudson crews could cut 
down trees near the power lines, as it had done 
on the other side of the road. She sat on a boul-
der and called the police, who told her Central 
Hudson was prepared to get a court order.

The Haldane girls’ basketball team (25-2) 
claimed its third Class D title, defeating 
Westport, who had stymied the Blue Devils 
in the 1996 title game. In the semifinal win 
over Batavia-Notre Dame, Aaron Nastasi 
scored her 1,000th career point.

POSTCARDS READY — The Putnam History Museum has completed the scanning of 240 
early 20th-century postcards donated by Barry and MJ Ross of Garrison. The images, 
which showcase the Hudson River Valley, are available at putnamhistorymuseum.org 
and nyheritage.org.
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By Pamela Doan

It has taken a lot 
of resolve to keep 
from meddling 

with my gardens and 
landscape during this 
mild winter. Today, as the 
daffodil shoots and crocus are covered in 2 
feet of snow, I’m reminded that winter can 
still act wintry even when the first day of 
spring is moments away and the last frost 
date is two months away. 

The daffodils should still bloom after 
this snow melts but other plants might not 
make it. A lack of snow cover and warmer-
than-usual temperatures aren’t enough to 
compensate for the harsh conditions that 
could overcome new growth and ruin all 
your efforts. 

Gardening in a warmer and warming 
climate is complicated and riskier in many 
ways. While research shows that phenol-
ogy, the science of life-cycle changes in 
plants, has been shifting with earlier bud 
break, bloom times and other changes, an 
extended growing season hasn’t yet mani-
fested without the possibility of weather-
related losses. The milder winter we have 
just experienced is predicted to become 
more normal, triggering growth but 
making plants more vulnerable to damage 
or destruction when a cold snap hits. 

Farmers will struggle the most. Those of 
us with home gardens might feel bad, but 
our livelihoods aren’t at stake when an early 
May frost kills the buds on our fruit trees 
or ruins the hardy greens. It’s more chal-
lenging to protect trees and shrubs from 
damage, and current strategies — such 
as using helicopters or wind machines to 
raise surface air temperature in an orchard 
to prevent frost damage — are expensive 
and designed for large-scale use. Most of 
us don’t have access to landscape heaters.

I see a lot of statements on social media 
and on gardening sites about planting peas, 
one of the earliest vegetables we can sow in 
this area, on the first day of spring. That, 
however, might not be the best time. Peas 
don’t care about what day it is. The seeds 
need soil temperature to be in the right 
range to germinate. 

My organic Mega Snap Pea packet from 
Fedco Seeds states they can be planted “as 
soon as ground can be worked.” That could 
mean a lot of things, depending on how 
much work you want to do to make a ¾-inch 
deep row. Digging deeper, pun intended, I 
can find that the minimum soil tempera-
ture for these seeds is 40 degrees but the 
optimum temperature is 50 to 75 degrees. 

A regional analysis for soil temperatures 
I found online seemed reasonably accurate 
and showed 5- and 10-year averages, too. 
For the past month, soil temperatures fluc-
tuated widely, with early February showing 
48 degrees and late February in the low 30s. 
A microclimate, influenced by site condi-
tions like proximity to water, slope, alti-

tude and soil type, will also determine the 
soil temperature in your yard or landscape. 

Invest in a soil thermometer if you’re ready 
to plant now. One that is about 5 inches long 
will give good results because you want to 
know how warm the topsoil is (the first 3 
to 4 inches). Leave it in the soil for 5 to 10 
minutes or follow the directions that come 
with it. Since I live in a moody microclimate 
and don’t have time to redo planting, I’ll test 
my soil for a week or two before deciding to 
plant, and adjust for fluctuations. 

Row covers, made of a fabric that allows 
in light, water and air but excludes insects, 
will warm soil faster and offer protection 
from shifting weather patterns like a mini-
greenhouse. These can be found at most 
landscape centers. They can be braced near 
soil level or raised with hoops. If you fasten 
a cover over hoops, u-shaped metal or PVC 
poles staked into the ground, it can accom-
modate plant growth and remain in place 
well into the growing season. (Row covers 
are also known as hoop houses.) 

Be sure to avoid frying your plants when 
temperatures rise, though, and monitor 
the heat level. Another consideration is to 
make sure insects have access to pollinator-
dependent vegetables, like squash, tomatoes 
and eggplant, or you won’t get any produce. 
Remove row covers when flowers bloom. 

With a little observation, measurement 
and attention to detail, we can improve 
our chances of gardening success in this 
out-of-whack climate. I feel optimistic 
as of this writing, but might feel less so 
once this snow melts and I can assess the 
damage to my woody plants. The witch-
hazel, dogwood and winterberry are slowly 
emerging after being blanketed by heavy, 
wet snow and bent to the ground. Hope-
fully, just some pruning will be necessary.

Roots and Shoots

Time to Plant the Peas? 

Our columnist had to dig deep to uncover 
these sprouting daffodils under this 
week's snow. Photo by P. Doan

1, 3, 6-8, 21
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Students recognized for 
second-quarter grades
Grade 12
Principal’s List

Julian Brown, Sofia Castelhano, Crystal 
Chen, Parijat Das, Jacob DiNobile, Jour-
ney Fleming, Jenna Griesing, Farah Jaafar, 
Gabriella Leiva, Audrey Lewis, Tylynn Lind-
say, Jordyn Long, Eleanor Lopez, Carlos 
Loza Argudo, Lillian Magurno, Nuriya May, 
Jonah Mensch, Shema Ntaganzwa, Lindsay 
Otero, Rowan Parsaca, Henry Quinn, Lila 
Quinn, Nathaniel Ramos, Thomas Rapp, 
Ruby Rodgers, Shepard Rodgers, Hanna 
Rodriguez, Isa Schmidt, Demetra Sela, 
Isabella Travis, Jack Twining Freeman, 
Liam Verdesi

High Honor Roll
Lina Ahmed, Mateo Alvarado, Daniel 

Barry, Adrian Beato, Angelina Berlingieri, 
Delaney Brennen, Scott Bunker, Margot 
Burke, Esther Clair, Alexander Clay, Dani-
elle DiRubbio, Beatrice Dowd, William 
Fahlman, Sadot Garcia, Darien Gillins, 
Ysabel Heath, George Humphreys, Liam 
Istvan, Alexander Khalil, Campbell Kitz-
row, Emma Labodin, Janelle Lagunda, 
Juliette Lasser, Sharon Li, Alexis Mastran-
tuono, Elijah McKible, Brianna Moleano, 
Gia Moreno, Addy Pagones, Emani Paulin, 
Ella Pessoni, John Philipbar III, Jonathan 
Ramirez, Amelia Sanker, Adam Sendel-
bach, Michael Serino, Leian Simon, Juli-
ana Sulsona, Joseph Vollaro

Honor Roll
Isabella Bottiglieri, Kaylee Broas, 

Brianna DeMilio, Jason Derasmo, Jaeden 
Drysdale, Laney Ebeling, Isaiah Epps, 
Gabriela Foret, Esteban Gomez-Perez, 
Labibah Hassan, Dylan Howard, Justin 
Jackson, Alexander King, Gavin LaDue, 
Sabrina Lin, Miranda Lyons, Jason 
Mazzacone Jr., Skhy Morris, Erin Nichol-

son, Isabelle Ray, Thomas Robinson, Fred-
erick Rosa, Jillian Salvati, Ryan Shaffer, 
Ciara Soto, Joseph Spiconardi Jr., Camryn 
Suppa, Jeffrey Wolfe III

Grade 11
Principal’s List

Imroz Ali, Emma Campagiorni, Vanessa 
Campanelli, Ella Cason, Rubio Castagna-
Torres, Olivia Del Castillo, Chelsea DerBog-
hossian, Marina Elias, Jayden Featherstone, 
Jacqueline Griesing, Harsh Gupta, Serena 
Jabar, Georgia Kane, Shy’anne Kush, 
Tiannah Lindsay, Evan Lombardo, Bryce 
Manning, Nico McKible, Isabella Migliore, 
Christopher Milewski, Karimah Muham-
mad, Vanessa Murphy, Twyla Nelson, 
Emilia Pastorello, Vanessa Piciacchio, 
Nahari Powell, Henry Reinke, Elizabeth 
Ruffy, Kasey Senior, Hiroto Tanaka, Rachel 
Thorne, Emily Wei, Wallace Wei, Jon-Paul 
Wood

High Honor Roll
Abir Ahmed, Jack Antalek, Jackson Atwell, 

Caleb Bennett, Henry Betterbid, Anthony 
Borromeo, Sophia Campagiorni, Doug-
las Capawana, Damani Deloatch, Gabri-
ella Espinal, Nathan Filc-Helmuth, Nora 
Folkes, Sienna Gorey, Cadence Heeter, Keira 
Istvan, Zuhir Kasem, Devyn Kelly, Gabri-
elle Kuka, Olivia Lapaz, Leonides Lopez IV, 
Owen Lynch, Alexandria McCollum, Stephen 
McDowell, Thomas Nocerino, Cameron 
O’Dell, Lillie O’Leary, Elisa Pahucki, Ricardo 
Ramirez Paredes, Keira Robinson, Kiarra 
Rodriguez, JonAy Taylor, Allison Thomas, 
Michael Varian, Peter Vermeulen, August 
Wright, Ryan Zingone Redfield 

Honor Roll
Isabella Amundson, Ronnie Anzovino, 

Wiles Assael, Daniel Benson, Aidan Clever-
inga, Nicole Coliman, Grace Delgado, Luke 
DeLuise, Ariana Gallego, Jessica Gonzalez, 
Sara Gonzalez, Alexander Guobadia , Isabella 
Haydt,  Emma Joyce, Pearl Kirigi, Zakary 

Krachy, Samantha Lopez, Amerie Madigan, 
William Martin, Aryah Montefusco, Juan 
Morocho Llivipuma, Jayden Quintana, Nina 
Rivers, Matthew Sandison, Tristan Short 
Jr., Jackson Shrawder, Anisa Shtanaj, Owen 
Skorewicz, Andrew Spiconardi, Brandon 
Warren, Jahzara Watkins, Isabella White, 
Xiomarys Williams, Noelle Young

Grade 10
Principal’s List

Beckett Anderson, Anabelle Arginsky, 
Isabel Bunker, Christine Chen, Evelina 
Diebboll, Tayler Finley, AvaMaria Gianna, 
Sarah Jaafar, Jeannae’ Jean-Francois, 
Karma Jones, Charlie Klein, Allen McKay, 
Jada Medley, Emma Merola, Addison 
Miller, Breanna Rudolph, Anastasia 
Santise, Jacob Signorelli, Serena Stample-
man, Mika-Gisselle Tates 

High Honor Roll
Kendall Alston, Sally Betterbid, Daniel 

Bridges, Lila Burke, Shyla Camacho, 
Avery Davis, Tori Foster, Willa Freed-
man, Messiah Gardner, Justin Gerardes, 
Mackenzie Harman, Rory LaDue, Mela-
nie Lucero Barbecho, Ela Lyons, Josephine 
Mallon, Paige McCredo, Ronan Moran, Zoe 
Moreno, Rory Mowen, Connor Murphy, 
Amelia Padilla, Josue Pintado, Albion Qelaj, 
Daveya Rodriguez, Bethany Rudolph, Kath-
erine Ruffy, Mehr Sagri, Gabriel Salcedo, 
Samiratu Sayibu, Anthony Schultz, Kayli 
Shand, Amya Thompson, Sortia Tripaldi, 
Roque Vianna, Holly Whittemore, Malcolm 
Wilson, Saoirse Woods, Charles Zellinger, 
Ava Zeoli, Francis Zezza

Honor Roll
Isabella Baffuto, Taryn Beardsley, Jude 

Betancourt, Angelina Bottiglieri, Ahmaria 
Bunn, Devin Byrne, Sofia Diaz, Amadea 
Ferris, Fallon Groza, Lee Humphreys, 
Samuel Hutchison, Jalen Jackson, Vincent 
Komer, Reilly Landisi, Lani Lopez, Sariah 
Paulin, Mackenzie Phillips, David Quezada, 
Jacob Reynolds, Santiago Romero, Adri-
anna Schultz, Chloe Sheffield, Serenity 
Smith, Emma Soltish, Natalia Sulsona, 

Justice Travis, Michael VanBuren, Sevana 
West, Jazziah Whitted

Grade 9
Principal’s List

Nadeen Ahmed, Alianna Alijaj, Farhana 
Antora, James Bouchard III, Alexan-
der Browning, Parker Capawana, Skylar 
Clair, Christian Clay, Peter Cohen, Tye 
Elias, Jonah Espinosa, Marisah George, 
Samiha Golden, Alina Joseph, Oren Kelle-
her, Gabrielle Khalil, Savana Kush, Brayden 
Manning, Oscar McKible, Mira Miller, 
Nolan O’Malley, Liliana Rybak, Mikaela 
Sanchez, Kayla Selander

High Honor Roll
Mira Bagriyanik, Grace Beston, Logan 

Blum, Erin Cleary, Diego Dickinson Case 
Leal, Sofia Domanski, Teo Fairbanks, 
Alejandro Flores Urzua, Isabella Galbo, 
Kayla Hammond, Zenia Haris, Daisy 
Herrera, Dylan Hetrick, Ayden Hooten, 
Ruby Hotchkiss, Michael Jones, Everly 
Jordan, Taylor Kelliher, Eric Kruze, Carlos 
Lampon III, Aron Li, June Luedeman, Alma 
Mart, Julia McGuire-Soellner, Annabelle 
Notarthomas, Roman Proft, Yoland Rofaeil, 
Zachary Schetter, Thomas Senior, George 
Walker, Ri’Kya White, Alexander Young, 
Addison Zittel 

Honor Roll
Macy Alencastro, Vincent Bergerson 

III, Samuel Callan, Lola Ciccone, Alistair 
Cunningham, Gabriel Godbee, Tyler Horton, 
Milo Isabell, Vincent Joao Jr., Cameron Just, 
Griffin Kitzrow, Maceo Koerner, Kiran 
Kumar, Isabella Lee, Tania Lindsay, Irene 
Loza Argudo, Aril Mckee, Adrien Okoye, 
Amaya Paulin, Jonathan Richards, Katrina 
Skorewicz, Desirae Smith, Aiden Spiecker, 
Alex Trama, Joanna Trentacosta, Matthew 
Tumidaj, Juan Tutasi Jr.

BOCES CTI 
High Honor Roll

Christian Irizarry, Zakary Krachy, 
Amerie Madigan, Cameron O’Dell, Emani 
Paulin, Joseph Spiconardi Jr., Noelle Young

Students recognized for 
second-quarter grades
Grade 8
Principal’s List

Frances Donahue, Tess Hereford, Nico-
las LeMon, Gemma Sabin, Plum Severs, 
Lincoln Wayland

High Honor Roll
Nadine Alayon, Alexa Faith Arcigal, 

Hazel Berkley, Polina Buslovich, Marco 
DiLello, Lela R. Gurvich-Andrews, Antoi-
nette Guy, Margaret Hall, Lugh Hartford, 
Talia Hird, Benjamin M. Hutz, Christine 
Junjulas, Una Lentz, Griffin Lucca, Maisie 
Matthews, Jacqueline L. McCormick, Oliver 
Sanders, Delia Starr

Honor Roll
Ryan Cavallaro, Ryan Duncan, Juan F. 

Fajardo, Henry Foley-Hedlund, Alexander 
Gaugler, Jaiden Gunther, Eva Hohenberger, 
Connor Keegan, Ruby M. McCormick, 

Sydney Merriman, Corrina Mueller, Lily 
Parker, Caden Philippi, Taya Robinson, 
Patrick Shields, Kiyoshi Tomizawa Rincon, 
Graham James Weppler

Grade 7
Principal’s List

Jordan Nicole Armond, Henry Bailey, 
Emma Cavanaugh, Samuel Chew, Aral-
iss Coronel, Gelio A. Duarte, Frederica 
Geppner, Leina Grahn, Owen Guillorn, 
Silvia Hardman, Chloe Hasler, Sierra 
Hasler, Jupiter Hutchison, Clark Illian, Max 
H. Kupper, Kirra McCoy, Leo O’Neil, Sam 
Poses, Luciano Ruggiero, Audrey Silver-
stein, Aisling Stathos, Tanya Syan, Sophia 
Taylor, Scout L. Thakur deBeer

High Honor Roll
Caitlin Alves, Nicholas Arcigal, Oscar 

Cheah, Lainey Donaghy, Aurelias Drinnon, 
Eleanor Dubroff, Lukas Ellison, Vannia 
Poleth Gonzalez, Enid Hernandez, Diem Lee, 
Eamonn McGrory, Harry McGrory, Anya 

Mercurio, Charlie Robohn, Thomas Sexton, 
Ella Sizemore, Sachi Starbuck, Eamon Wall

Honor Roll
Eli Beato, Petra Brooks-Saladyga, Jack 

Conrey, Gavin D. Drury, Cassidy Dwyer, 
Martina Kulan, Maria McFadden, Vivian 
Azevedo McKenney, Joshua Phillips, Maxwell 
Robohm, Mark Scanga, August Skiptunis

Grade 6
Principal’s List

Elliot Bennett, Teo Bon Tempo, Allegra 
Clementson, Carla Coleman, Edie Crock-
ett Coleman, Edward McRae Hendrix, 
Oliver Dean Herman, Opal Herman, Aya 
Hull, Aidan Kane, Nomie Karetny, Elias Eli 
Kelly, Everett MacIntyre, Evelyn Maddison, 
Caelan McDermott, Lughan McIlwaine, 
Dean Moyer, Allegra Parrella, Celia Anne 
Schneck, Theo Swan, Brooke Taylor, Natalie 
Taylor, Maura Tomann

High Honor Roll
Aidan Chandler, Dylan Drew, Andrew 

Orion Frieburghaus, David J. Garcia, Bruno 
Lopez, Aisling Loughman, Gavin Lyons-
King, Sadie MacInnes, William Muller, 

Michael Vincent Perilli II, Brian Rommel, 
Matthew Sousa, William Valentine

Honor Roll
Xaver Bazos, Gavin Byrne, Wyatt Rose 

Chadwick, Mary Denehy, Sara Emig, Nicho-
las Gaugler, Marco Lagerman, Tyler Powers, 
Kayla Ritell, Ellie Shields

Beacon High School Honor Roll

Haldane Middle School Honor Roll

1, 3, 6-8, 21

www.MrCheapeeInc.com

GOT RUBBISH?
10-30 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL SERVICES
DEMOLITON SERVICES

37A Albany Post Rd. Ossining, NY 10562
MrCheapeeInc@aol.com

914-737-0823FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

GOT RUBBISH?
10-30 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL SERVICES • DEMOLITON SERVICES

37A Albany Post Rd. Ossining, NY 10562 
MrCheapeeInc@aol.com

914-737-0823

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

www.MrCheapeeInc.com
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Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling
75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

coaching10516@gmail.com | 914-443-4723 | Call for initial free evaluation

Sara Dulaney MA, CASAC, CARC

Certified Recovery Coaching

Wellspring Resources, LLCWellspring Resources, LLC
Your source for recovery support

Professional, experienced guide for a  
rewarding life free from addictions.
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S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

SERVICES

VIRTUAL BOOKKEEPING SERVICES — Let me 
ensure that your financial records are accurate 
and up to date, while you concentrate on managing 
and growing your business! Quickbooks Online 
certified, A2X certified, accepting new clients. 
Services Offered: Monthly Bookkeeping, Book 

Cleanup, Payroll, QuickBooks Setup, QuickBooks 
Training, Accounts Payable/Receivable, 1099 
Filing. Email jennifer@jlmbookkeepingsolutions.
com or call 845-440-8835 for a free consultation.

SKILLS BOOST — Pro for writing, study and 
test-taking skills boost. In-school or home-
schooled, students at all levels can benefit from 
the simple and effective 3-step system offered 

by an expert writing and study-skills coach. 
Local professional, in-person or remote. For free 
evaluation, contact Mrsgtutor888@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

SYSTEMS & MAINTENANCE TECH — Not-for-
profit center seeking a fulltime building systems 
and maintenance technician. Looking for 
an energetic, experienced candidate with 
a hands-on aptitude for maintenance and 
building upkeep. Candidate will have proven 
expertise working with various building systems 

like HVAC, plumbing, hands-on facility repairs, 
at a commercial setting for 5+yrs. Good 
communication and customer service skills. 
Some late evenings, weekend work. Apply 
to: recruitment@garrisoninstitute.org or fax 
845-424-4900.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE — 3182 Route 9, 
 Philipstown Square. Second floor, 400 to 1,200 
square feet. Private bath and parking. Call Ron 
at 914-490-9606.

Current Classifieds

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? Place your ad here for $4.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds.

John Lovell (1951-2023)
John Prescott Lovell, 

71, died March 4 at Good 
Samaritan Hospital in 
Portland, Oregon, after 
suffering a stroke on Feb. 
28. His wife, Kim Pfautz, 
and family members were 
by his side in his final days.

John was born April 1, 1951, in Cold 
Spring, the third of Laura and Jim Lovell’s 
four boys. He grew up in Garrison, where 
he met his future wife and enjoyed hiking 
in the Hudson Valley and learning carpen-
try in his father’s construction company. He 
attended Highland Falls High School, where 
he was a varsity swimmer, and graduated 
from Utica College of Syracuse University 
with a degree in political science.

After college, he lived in Christiansted, St. 
Croix, working in the hospitality business and 
honing his interest in journalism. He then 
settled in San Francisco, where he became 
a tour director, learning and narrating local 
history, and joined WQED, the public televi-
sion station. He and Kim met again in San 
Francisco. They married on Thanksgiving 
Day in 1981 in Truckee, California. 

John and Kim discovered Hood River, 
Oregon, and moved there in 1991 to buy 

what would become the Beryl House Bed 
and Breakfast, a 1908 house John managed 
for 15 years. John and Kim then moved to 
Bingen, Washington, and after that Mt. 
Hood-Parkdale before moving to Under-
wood, Washington, in 2021, where they 
began renovations on their new home. 

John’s keen interest in architecture, the 
natural environment and local lore led him 
into the real-estate business, working for 
Windermere for more than a decade. John was 
a well-known raconteur, who enjoyed learning 
all he could about where he lived and traveled. 
Although devoted to the Hood River region, 
he stayed in close touch with his brothers and 
their families, and his wife’s family, and made 
regular trips to Vermont, Boston, Cold Spring 
and Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

Along with his wife of 41 years, John 
is survived by his brothers, Christopher 
Lovell (Ellen) and Peter Lovell; his sister-
in-law, Nancy Montgomery; his sisters-in-
law, Leanne Pfautz (Barry Peoples) and 
Annette Pfautz (Larry Hopper); and his 
brother-in-law, Wallis Pfautz (Karin Bauer). 
He is also survived by his nephews, Evan 
(Kristi), Finn, Jack and Hudson, and his 
niece, Brooke. His parents and his brother, 
James Gere Lovell, died before him.

A family service is being planned. Memo-
rial donations may be made to Hood River 

Adopt-a-Dog (hoodriveradoptadog.org), 
THRIVE Hood River (thrivehoodriver.org), 
or Friends of the Columbia River Gorge 
(gorgefriends.org).

Kitty Stager (1932-2023)
Catherine A. “Kitty” 

Stager, 90, a 28-year resi-
dent of Beacon and formerly 
of Paterson, New Jersey, 
died March 5 at home.

She was born Dec. 21, 
1932, in Paterson, the 
daughter of Eugene and Natalie Tarsitano. In 
1955 she married Donald Stager at St. Philip’s 
Church in Clifton, New Jersey. He died in 1973.

Kitty worked for Chemway Corp in Fair-
field, New Jersey, for 30 years until her 
retirement in 1980. She was a parishio-
ner of St. Joachim–St. John the Evange-
list Church in Beacon and a member of 
the Third Order Secular Franciscans at St. 
Lawrence Friary in Beacon. She was the 
treasurer of the Mount Beacon Incline Rail-
way Restoration Society and volunteered at 
the St. Andrew’s/St. Luke’s Food Bank every 
Friday morning. For many years Kitty ran 
bus trips to Atlantic City.

She is survived by her daughters, Judith 
Smith (Howard) and Donna Brennan 

(Robert); her grandchildren, Cara Noel 
Smith, Alison Mancuso (Vincent), Leann 
Mack (Michael) and Ryan Brennan; and her 
great-grandchildren, Gianna, Benjamin, 
Francesca, Trevor, Julianne and Garrett.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held 
March 11 at St. John the Evangelist, 
followed by interment at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital (stjude.org).

O B I T U A R I E S
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SudoCurrent

Puzzles

Puzzle Page Sponsored by

7LittLeWordS

© 2022 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel

CroSSCurrent

For interactive sudoku and crossword answers, see highlandscurrent.org/puzzles.

Answers for March 10 Puzzles

1. DENIM, 2. CARACAS, 3. PANTED, 4. GOOFIEST, 5. SKINFLINT, 6. CORDUROY, 7. EXPRESSED

ACROSS

1. Release money
5. Officer
8. Wife of Zeus
12. Born Free lioness
13. Billboards
14. Elliptical
15. Region of

 northern Italy
17. Breathing (Abbr.)
18. Start a round
19. Aviary noises
21. Irish actor Stephen
22. Visibility hindrance
23. Arced tennis shot
26. Like some humor
28. Avoids work
31. Gumbo or 

bisque, e.g.
33. Work unit
35. Minn. neighbor
36. Writer Lessing
38. Pouch
40. “Rah!”
41. Metric measure
43. — Alamos
45. Big lizard
47. Of the lower back
51. Gasp for air
52. Show hosted by 

Alex Trebek
54. Shoppe 

description
55. “Alley —”

56. Faction
57. Calendar squares
58. ICU workers
59. Pianist Myra

DOWN

1. Karate level
2. Skin soother
3. “Woe —!”
4. Hard work
5. Commuter’s 

cash-on-hand
6. Quirky

7. Intimidate, with “out”
8. Where earth meets 

sky
9. Battery brand
10. Grate
11. Swiss peaks
16. Not many
20. Actor Holbrook
23. “Acid”
24. Tic-tac-toe win
25. French red wine
27. Decade parts 

(Abbr.)
29. Air safety org.

30. Firmament
32. Pittsburgh team
34. Runs like a horse
37. — Salvador
39. Brilliant stroke
42. College study
44. Big hit
45. Apple product
46. Big bash
48. Party cheese
49. Tosses in
50. Deli loaves
53. Long time

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Unique Gifts, Toys, Puzzles for the Whole Family

86 Main St. Cold Spring, NY 10516
Shop in store or online at   

www.thegifthut.com
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SPORTS  Follow us at twitter.com/hcurrentsports

for the state title at 5:15 p.m. on Saturday 
(March 18), with both games broadcast on 
the NFHS Network (nfhsnetwork.com). 

Haldane, which is ranked No. 4 among 
Class C teams by the New York State 
Sportswriters Association (Canton is No. 
7), has reached the Final Four three times 
— in 2001, 2015 and 2016 — but advanced 
to the title game just once, in 2016.

“We’re going to enjoy every minute of 
this,” said Coach Joe Virgadamo. “It will 
be our fourth time there, and it’s a great 
feeling. These are memories the guys will 
have forever; that’s what it’s all about.”

In the regional final, played at East-
port South Manor High School in Manor-
ville, Haldane faced a team with a front 
line that included 6-8 freshman Kyle Selt-
zer, 6-6 junior Charlie McLean and 6-4 
junior Luke Seltzer. Nevertheless, the 
Blue Devils jumped to an 8-3 lead on a 
Matt Nachamkin layup halfway through 
the first quarter, and never trailed. 

In a game of runs, Haldane led 13-10 
after one quarter, 30-24 at halftime and 
44-41 at the end of three. 

After Pierson tied the game at 24-24 
with an 11-4 run with 2:44 left in the first 
half, the Blue Devils responded with a 
19-9 run of their own to go up 10 (43-33) 
with 2:37 left in the third on a Nate 
Stickle bucket. 

An 8-1 Pierson run got it back to three 
(44-41) and the Whalers tied the game 
again (51-51) with 2:40 remaining. 

But Pierson (15-9) had no answers 
for Matteo Cervone and Nachamkin, 
whose bucket with 2:30 left broke the tie. 
Nachamkin then forced a turnover that 
resulted in Cervone going to the free-
throw line, where he hit one of two. 

That put the Blue Devils up 54-51 with 
1:44 remaining. Pierson got as close as 
54-53 with 35 seconds left but Cervone 
and Nachamkin combined for three free 
throws in the final 30 seconds.

Cervone’s 26-point effort led Haldane. 
“Matteo has been waiting four years for 
this game,” Virgadamo said. “He wasn’t 
going home — he took his teammates and 
put us on his back. He’s a beast. He and 
Nachamkin have developed quite a rela-
tionship, and it’s only getting better.”

INDOOR TRACK
Henry Reinke of Beacon High School 

broke the school record in the 400 meters 
at the New Balance National Indoor 
Championships in Boston this past week-
end, finishing in 50.15 to secure 20th 
place in an 82-man field. His time broke 
a mark set in 2010 by Alex Shapiro. 

Teammate Damani Deloatch finished 
third in the triple jump among a field of 
26 “rising stars” with a score of 44-08. 
Coach Jim Henry said three of Deloatch’s 
four jumps were personal bests.

Haldane Reaches  
Final Four
Boys’ basketball team faces Canton today
By Skip Pearlman

The dream got more real for the Haldane High boys’ basketball team on 
March 10, as the Blue Devils took a two-hour ride to face Long Island 
champion Pierson and sent the Whalers home, 57-53, earning a trip to 

the Class C state Final Four.
Haldane (20-4) is scheduled to face Section X champ Canton (19-6) at 9:30 a.m. 

today (March 17) at the Cool Insuring Arena in Glens Falls. The winner will play 

 Matteo Cervone 
embraces Coach Joe 
Virgadamo after the 
Blue Devils secured a 
spot in the Final Four.

 Ben Bozsik eyes the shot 
clock before starting a play.

 Haldane and Pierson 
players fight for a rebound.

Matteo Cervone scores on a layup.

Photos by Ron Esposito

For updates and more photos, see highlandscurrent.org.


