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STAND TOGETHER — As part of Pride Month, Highlands residents walked the length of Main Street in Beacon on June 16 for a Queer 
Protest March before holding a rally at Polhill Park. Shown from left are Matt Zeltzer, Andrew Geller Karl and Veekas Ashoka. Speakers 
decried attempts by state legislatures to restrict LGBTQ+ rights. Photo by Ross Corsair

A forgotten community and 
a July 4th tradition
By Michael Turton 

Once the hub of a 19th-century 
hamlet, the Mekeel’s Corners 
Chapel sits alone, the only build-

ing at the intersection of Route 9 and Route 
301, three miles east of Cold Spring. 

The tiny church is closed 364 days of the 
year, but on Tuesday (July 4) at 10 a.m., its 
caretakers will continue a decades-long 
tradition by opening the doors for a non-
denominational worship service.

Built in 1867, the picturesque chapel was 
an integral part of a small community that 
included homes, a school, a blacksmith 

shop and a hotel. It was initially known as 
the Philipstown Methodist Episcopal Union 
Chapel, or the Union Church. According to 
a newspaper account, the first service was 
held in November 1867 and the building 
also hosted public meetings because the 
schoolhouse was too small.

A news clipping from 1950 noted that the 
chapel had fallen into disrepair and was being 
used “as a refuge for knights of the road.” It 
was restored in the early 1950s with funds 
donated by Helen Fahnestock Hubbard, who 
owned the property next door, and a nonprofit 
association for its upkeep was created in 1961, 
following her death. The building has never 
had electricity or plumbing.

Mark Forlow, who is president of the 

(Continued on Page 14)

That Little Church at the Corner

The Mekeel’s Corners Chapel soon after it was built in 1867  Forlow Collection

Local Residents 
Mobilize to Aid 
Migrants
Groups, individuals lend 
time and skills
By Leonard Sparks

Parishioners at St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church in Garrison and the High-
lands Chapel in Cold Spring have 

for years supported the Rural & Migrant 
Ministry, which assists farmworkers and 
recent immigrants. 

So, when the ministry on June 17 organized 
an event to support asylum seekers lodged at 
hotels in the Town of Newburgh and Pough-
keepsie, congregants donated enough food to 
make 150 meals, said Jim Bopp, a Garrison 
resident who attends St. Philip’s and serves 
on the board of Rural & Migrant Ministry, 
which is based in Cornwall.

Bopp said that he and the Rev. Amanda 
Eiman, the rector at St. Philip’s, were 
among six people from the congregation 
who drove to Cornwall to volunteer and 
meet with dozens of migrants. A pastry 
chef from Mauritania and a truck driver 
from Mali were among the people he met, 
said Bopp. 

“I’m a Christian,” he said. “It’s clear that 
we’re to love our neighbors as ourselves.” 

Bopp and Rural & Migrant Ministry were 
clearly not factored in by Dutchess and 
other counties that have filed lawsuits to 
stop New York City from sending, to hotels 

(Continued on Page 8)(Continued on Page 9)

Vote concludes a nine-year, 
32-person effort 
By Michael Turton

At a special afternoon meeting on 
Monday (June 26), the Cold Spring 
Village Board unanimously adopted 

updates to the village code that regulate 
noise, signs and placards, and zoning. 

The updated laws, which take effect imme-
diately upon receipt by New York State, were 
sent overnight to Albany on Wednesday 
(June 28). The board faced a June 30 dead-
line to receive state funding for the update.

The final step in the process — a some-

times-contentious public hearing on the 
revisions — opened on April 26 and closed 
at the board’s June 21 meeting. 

Mayor Kathleen Foley issued a “well 
done all of you” in thanking the 32 people 
who worked on the code update process, 
which began in 2014. 

The mayor and trustees conducted a 
comma-by-comma, line-by-line, para-
graph-by-paragraph, page-by-page review 

Finally: New Code for Cold Spring
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By Mackenzie Boric

Joseph Lavetsky, who lives and works in 
Beacon, is an immigration lawyer. 

Why did you decide to practice law?
I was teaching in Japan but didn’t know 

what I wanted to do in the long term. I 
liked teaching, but I wasn’t sure if I wanted 
to make a career out of it. One day, while 
taking a walk, I thought, “I could study 
international law, human rights laws, and 
go to law school.” I’d spent time traveling 
around the world and it opened my eyes, and 
that got me interested in immigration law. 
I didn’t realize what a rabbit hole it would 
be. Immigration law, and the situations and 
politics surrounding it, are complicated. It’s 
intellectually stimulating but challenging. It 
suits my personality because I don’t neces-
sarily have to go to court; it can be done 
mostly in the office or at home. I’m grateful 
I was able to find my niche.

You grew up in Syracuse and attended 
college in Buffalo and Atlanta, but 
somehow learned to surf. How did 
that come about?

I did an exchange program at the Univer-
sity of Sydney. I lived in a beach town called 
Bradley. I’m not going say that I was the 
greatest surfer, but I did buy a surfboard 

for $175, and I did try to learn. I didn’t have 
a work permit, so the only thing to do was 
read, surf and exercise. That was my life 
for two months.

What is the biggest challenge  
of your job now?

Many immigrants have a hard time trust-
ing someone with their stories and lives. 
Many are putting their future into your 
hands. For example, if they’re applying for a 
green card, and they don’t have legal status 
and the lawyer doesn’t handle the paper-
work the right way, the person would be 
stepping out of the shadows. You have to 
remember, as I learned myself, that immi-
gration law is so incredibly complicated, 
it’s easy to get it wrong. That’s one reason I 
think a lot of immigrants hesitate to apply 
for certain benefits, even if they qualify. 

What challenges do people  
face to become legal residents?

For the person who overstays their visa or 
comes across the border, the immigration 
laws make it so difficult to get a green card 
that their only practical option is to marry a 
U.S. citizen or somebody with a green card. 

Even if an employer wants to sponsor you 
for a green card, it can be difficult to qual-
ify. In some cases, even if you’ve been here 
since you were a child, you might have to 
go back to your native country for the inter-
view. And sometimes the law says if you do 
that, you can’t come back for 10 years, at 
least. DACA [Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, a program established in 2012] 
recipients are fortunate in that they have 
a work permit, a Social Security number, 
the ability to apply for a travel permit for 
$575. But if you came to the U.S. after 2007, 
as a lot of high school graduates are now 
realizing, you don’t qualify for DACA. A lot 
of those people are in a difficult situation, 
and sometimes they don’t have any realis-
tic options.

Recently New York City has been 
sending immigrants who are seek-
ing asylum to hotels in Dutchess and 
other counties. What is required for 
an immigrant to apply for asylum?

There are various types of asylum, but 
most people apply for political asylum 
because, even if your claim is not great, 
you will likely get work authorization and 
a Social Security number, as well as access 
to state benefits like Medicaid or health 
insurance. That’s one reason people apply 
in New York. A lot of asylum approvals go 
to people from countries where there is 
political instability, authoritarian govern-
ments, minority groups who are perse-
cuted. Notably, a lot of asylum attorneys 
are leaving the field because the immi-
gration court system is such a mess. Some 
people are waiting six months or more to 
get their applications reviewed, and others 
wait three or four years to get a hearing. For 
some, it can take 10 years to get a decision, 
especially since the pandemic, because the 
courts have immense backlogs. The reality 
is that these people are here and it’s fine to 
welcome them, but at the same time, the 
federal government has a mess on its hands.

FIVE QUESTIONS: JOSEPH LAVETSKY

Which of your 
parents’ sayings 

do you use?

By Michael Turton

“Beacon Bill” Morse, Beacon

It’s a short one:  
“Say again?”

My dad said,  
“Always respect 

everyone.”

Mom always said, 
“Compare yourself 
with the best, not 

the worst.” 

Nam Eddie Burke, Cold Spring

Rosemary Burke, Cold Spring
Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.
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Marijuana License Awarded 
to Newburgh Company
Applicants in Poughkeepsie, Yorktown 
Heights also licensed

New York’s Cannabis Control Board on 
June 15 approved licenses for 36 retail 

marijuana dispensaries, including a firm 
based in the City of Newburgh and two 
companies in Poughkeepsie. 

Vibe Natural received the license in 
Newburgh, which is in the process of updat-
ing its zoning to allow for dispensaries in 
designated areas. 

The Poughkeepsie firms are Barone Part-
ners and 4 Jays. Valley Greens of Yorktown 
Heights also was approved. 

As of June 15, the 13 dispensaries operat-
ing in the state had generated $22.6 million 
in sales, according to the control board. 
More than 40 dispensaries are in develop-
ment, said the board, which has awarded 
251 retail licenses. 

Breakneck Trailhead  
to Reopen
Renovation part of Fjord Trail project 

The Breakneck Trailhead will reopen 
on Saturday (July 1) after a four-month 

renovation that was part of the first phase 
of the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, a 
proposed 7.5-mile “linear park” between 
Cold Spring and Beacon. 

The work, which began on March 1, 
included relocating the trailhead farther up 
the ridge, repairing trail surfaces, install-
ing stone steps leading to the ascent and 
constructing a trail steward station away 
from Route 9D, said Hudson Highlands 
Fjord Trail Inc., the project’s developer. 

Construction is expected to begin this 
winter on the Breakneck Connector and 
Bridge, which will combine a trail running 
south along 9D from the Breakneck Metro-
North stop and a bridge over the train 
tracks with new parking areas and bath-
rooms, and two trail bank areas.

Broadband Coverage High 
in Beacon, Cold Spring
Availability lower in Philipstown  
and Nelsonville

Broadband internet is available to nearly 
every address in Beacon and Cold 

Spring, but the coverage is lower in Nelson-
ville and Philipstown, according to a map 
released June 22 by the state Public Service 
Commission. 

The map, at bit.ly/ny-broadband-map, 
allows users to search by ZIP code or street 
address and view providers and their maxi-
mum download and upload speeds. 

Broadband is offered to 4,920 addresses, 
or 99.3 percent of the total, in the 12508 ZIP 
code, which includes all of Beacon and part 
of the Town of Fishkill. The coverage for the 
Beacon school district is 98.3 percent and 
for Dutchess County, 96.3 percent. 

Coverage is nearly complete in Cold 
Spring (99.7 percent) but lower in the 
Haldane school district (94.1 percent), 
Nelsonville (92.5 percent) and Philip-
stown (92.2 percent). In Putnam County, 
98.7 percent of addresses have broadband 
available.

$25 Million Infusion  
for Heat Pumps 
Central Hudson at risk of depleting funds 

The state Public Service Commission 
on June 22 approved $25 million for a 

Central Hudson program to expand the use 
of heat pumps. 

Under its Clean Heat Program, Central 
Hudson offers up to $2,000 in rebates to 
customers who replace fossil-fuel heat-

ing with ground-source pumps and up to 
$1,000 for the installation of air-source heat 
pumps. Because of demand, the program 
risked running out of money by mid-June, 
according to the commission. 

More than half, $13.5 million, will be 
reallocated from the utility’s energy-effi-
cient budget, another $4 million from 
unspent funds and $1.7 million in accrued 
interest. Central Hudson is required to 
spend an additional $6 million if needed, 
said the commission.  

N E W S  B R I E F S

CHIEF RECOGNIZED — Gary VanVoorhis, recently retired as the Beacon fire chief, was 
honored at the City Council meeting on Monday (June 26) with a plaque from the city and 
another from his firefighters, as well as flag flown over the U.S. Capitol. He spent much of 
his career as a firefighter in Peoria, Illinois, before being hired in 2013 as Beacon’s first 
paid chief. “Gary’s leadership over the past decade helped to modernize, improve and 
professionalize the Fire Department,” said Council Member George Mansfield. VanVoorhis, 
second from left, is shown with his wife, Lori; Chief Thomas Lucchesi; and Mansfield. 
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CLEARWATER BUOYED — Jonathan Jacobson, a member of the state Assembly whose 
district includes Beacon, on June 23 presented Hudson River Sloop Clearwater with 
$30,000 from funds left to his discretion to distribute. Shown with Jacobson (center) 
are Steve Stanne, Meg Mayo, David Toman and Ruthie Gold of Clearwater.  Photos provided

Home of the Highlands Choral Society
HIGHLANDS  CHAPEL

COME AND ENJOY PATRIOTIC SONGS, HYMNS, 

AND READINGS DRAWN FROM  THE  WORKS OF 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON, 

THOMAS PAINE, SUSAN B. ANTHONY, FREDERICK 

DOUGLASS, DWIGHT EISENHOWER, DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR., AND MANY OTHERS

JOIN US FOR A  
VERY SPECIAL  SERVICE  
SUNDAY JULY 2  AT 11:00AM

HIGHLANDSCHAPEL.ORG

The Highlands Choral Society is a nonprofit organization offering nondenominational 
services, fully-staffed Children’s Hour, youth choir, and community

216 MAIN STREET COLD SPRING, NY
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Cold Spring zoning
It is ridiculous to suggest that a mere 

$250 donation would influence volunteers 
who clearly care so little for gain that they 
have chosen to spend hundreds of hours 
serving the public for a minimal salary 
(“Public Comment Closes on Cold Spring 
Zoning,” June 23).

Eliza Starbuck, Cold Spring
Starbuck is a member of the Village Board.

As a volunteer on the Historic District 
Review Board, I find it insulting for a paid 
village trustee, no matter the amount, to 
say they’re a volunteer.

Anyone who wasn’t at the June 21 Cold 
Spring Village Board meeting should find it 
on YouTube. Such behavior by a public official 
is unbecoming, intolerable and inappropri-
ate. Watch the last 30 minutes unless you also 
want details on the rezoning proposal and 
how the village’s size will be nearly doubled 
with traffic congestion down one small road, 
not to mention down-zoning of some proper-
ties that will decrease property values.

Lloyd DesBrisay, via Facebook

If what was said is not true, the mayor has a 
right to forcefully deny it and cut the speaker 
off from wasting other taxpayers’ time. There 
was nothing unbecoming about it. If the mayor 

were male, nobody would be saying this.
Thomas O’Quinn, via Facebook

Speaking as a private citizen and resi-
dent of the village, what I find ridiculous is 
a trustee dismissing a resident’s valid ethics 
concern on the basis that, in her opinion, $250 
isn’t enough to buy influence. But it’s even 
less than that, as this donation was made to 
Starbuck’s and Trustee Tweep Phillips Woods’ 
combined fundraising effort with then-candi-
date Foley: “Forge Ahead with Foley.” So I 
guess it’s just one third for each of the $250?

For me, it isn’t the dollar amount. It is the 
decision to solicit this donation from devel-
oper Sean Kearney and amend the filing four 
days later to change the donor name (same 
check, date, etc.) to his wife. (It was the team’s 
“error” in filing, not the state Board of Elec-
tions, as was floated by Mayor Foley.) Remem-
ber that then-Trustees Foley and Phillips 
Woods had been participating on the Village 
Board in the Zoning Chapter 134 edits. The 
adoption of this chapter was set aside at the 
last minute to be completed under Foley’s 
incoming administration. This was done 
solely due to disagreement over the Marathon 
rezoning. So the conflict here was current and 
quite clear and it should have been avoided to 
eliminate even the appearance of impropriety.

Even more troubling is the fact that in 

campaigning, the three candidates differen-
tiated themselves from their opponents by 
pledging not to take money from developers. 
They did this on their website and in stump 
speeches, as well as in a paid ad in this paper 
on Oct. 29, 2021 — “Unlike their opponents, 
they have pledged not to take money from 
developers, LLCs, unions, political parties, 
or anyone outside of Philipstown” — nearly 
three months after they reported to the Board 
of Elections that they took a donation from 
developer Sean Kearney on July 26. 

So, this is for Foley, Starbuck and Phillips 
Woods to answer to the satisfaction of resi-
dents. Simply dismissing this based upon 
the dollars involved serves to only further 
erode the public trust.

Matt Francisco, Cold Spring
Francisco is a member of the Cold Spring 

Planning Board.

Indian Point
Nuclear power plants were, at their incep-

tion, as now, touted as safe and cheap — and 
today said to be a better choice to reduce 
global warming. But does anyone feel safe 
with tritium in their water or stored in their 
community? (“Legislature Votes to Ban 
Indian Point Discharge,” June 23) 

At the inception of nuclear power plants, 
some said it might be so efficient that the 
energy would be free. Remember that? I 
am guessing that the disposal of plants was 
never factored into the cost when nuclear 
power was proposed to the public.

We are being offered a Hobson’s choice 
whether we are forced to store or discharge 
the tritium. We can only choose to make 
our environment less safe.

After its half-life has passed, is tritium 
half as dangerous or is it still plenty danger-
ous to living things?

Konstantin Doren, Beacon

E-waste
Calling this stuff “e-waste” is an acceptance 

of our unwillingness to engage the issue in 
any reasonable or responsible way (“Living 
Green: Digital Detritus,” June 23). Far from 
being waste, many of these devices could be 
repaired or otherwise contain a wealth of 
useful components that could be reclaimed. 
Just looking at the stock photo accompany-
ing this article, I see a stereo receiver with 
potentiometers and LEDs, computer moni-
tors with high-voltage capacitors, speakers 
and cabling, laser printers with motors, limit 
switches, AC and DC power supply, etc. 

Directly engaging this issue through local 
education, collection, repair and salvage 
efforts could benefit our community in so 
many ways. I’m trying to start this process in 
Beacon. See https://irl.beaconny.net/beacon-
correctional-facility-proposal#functions.

Derek Enos, Beacon

The Current is a nonprofit venture 
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Call for Impeachment of  
President Biden

Voting 219 for and 208 against, the 
House on June 22 adopted a resolution 
(H Res 529) that referred to the Judi-
ciary and Homeland Security commit-
tees a resolution to impeach President 
Biden based on what critics say is his 
failure to protect the southern border 
of the United States. The committees 
are charged with developing evidence 
and reporting their findings to the 
full House, but also have the option of 
taking no action.

Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) said: “By 
nullifying our immigration and border 
security laws through a systematic 
lack of enforcement, President Biden 
has not only threatened the lives of 
countless Americans with his fentanyl 
crisis and increased crime, he has 
threatened the very foundation of our 
separation of powers. When a presi-
dent tramples on the Constitution 
and ignores the laws on the books, it 
is Congress’ solemn duty to restore our 
constitutional balance through arti-
cles of impeachment.”

Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) said Repub-
licans “are dishonoring this House and 
dishonoring themselves by bringing 
to the floor a ridiculous impeachment 
referral resolution against Joe Biden 
because Donald Trump told them to... . 
[They] are here on the floor defending a 
three-time loser, sexual abuser, ex-presi-
dent that has been indicted more times 
than he has been elected. It is pathetic. 
Instead of dealing with their own issues, 
Republicans are going after Joe Biden to 
try to distract and deflect.”

A “yes” vote was to send an impeach-
ment resolution to House committees.

Michael Lawler (R-17)     
Pat Ryan (D-18) 

For other recent votes, see 
highlandscurrent.org/tag/ 
how-they-voted.

How They Voted
(Congress)
Each Friday that the U.S. Congress 
is in session, we share summaries 
at highlandscurrent.org of important 
bills and the votes of Rep. Mike Lawler 
(a Republican whose district includes 
Philipstown) and Rep. Pat Ryan (a 
Democrat whose district includes 
Beacon), along with New York’s 
senators, Chuck Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand, who are both Democrats.

The summaries are written and the 
votes compiled by Richard G. Thomas, 
editor of the nonpartisan VoteFacts.
com. Thomas has been accredited 
since 1973 by the U.S. House and 
Senate daily press galleries.

Here is a sample from the week 
ending June 23. 

How They Voted
Governor signs round of bills 
passed by state legislators
By Chip Rowe

Through this week, Gov. Kathy Hochul 
had signed 143 bills passed during 
the 2023-24 legislative session, which 

ended earlier this month. Another 47 await 
her signature. None has been vetoed.

Below are summaries of select laws and 
the votes cast by Republican Rob Rolison 
(whose Senate district includes the High-
lands), Democrat Dana Levenberg (whose 
Assembly district includes Philipstown) 
and Democrat Jonathan Jacobson (whose 
Assembly district includes Beacon). 

Birth control
On May 2, Hochul signed legislation 

that allows pharmacists to dispense birth 
control over the counter with a “non-patient 
specific standing order” from a physician or 
nurse practitioner.

Passed by Senate, 48-15  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 109-37  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

The governor also signed a law to require 
that every State University of New York 
(SUNY) and City University of New York 
(CUNY) campus provide their students with 
access to abortion medication.

Passed by Senate, 42-18  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 100-49  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

On June 23, Hochul signed a law that 
prohibits state law enforcement from coop-
erating with cases prosecuting doctors in 
New York who use telehealth services to 
prescribe abortion medication or deliver 
reproductive health care to people in 
states with restrictive abortion laws. It 
also ensures that these providers will not 
be subject to professional discipline from 
medical malpractice insurance companies.

Passed by Senate, 39-22  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 98-47  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

Gender-neutral language
On June 25, Hochul signed bills to change 

language in state law:

 ¢ To strike “nothing contained herein shall 
be construed to protect conduct otherwise 
proscribed by law” from the definition of 
sexual orientation in human rights law, so that 
it reads: “The term sexual orientation means 
heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexuality or 
asexuality, whether actual or perceived.”

Passed by Senate, 63-0  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 140-3  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

 ¢ To require that gender-neutral terms, 
including they, them and theirs, be used in  

any law, local law, rule, regulation, ordi-
nance or resolution unless the reference is 
to a specific person.

Passed by Senate, 46-15  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 93-53  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

 ¢ To require state agencies to use gender-
neutral terminology on their websites 
unless in reference to a specific person or 
group of people.

Passed by Senate, 58-3  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 145-1 
Jacobson    Levenberg 

Homeless youth
On May 24, Hochul enacted a law that 

allows homeless teenagers under the age 
of 18 who are receiving services at an 
approved runaway and homeless youth 
crisis services program or a transitional 
independent living support program to 
receive medical and dental treatment with-
out the permission of a parent.

Passed by Senate, 54-9  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 105-41  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

Transgender rights
On Sunday (June 25), in response to laws 

in other states that have restricted care for 
transgender minors, Hochul signed legis-
lation that prohibits these laws from being 
applied in New York in custody cases. It 

also prohibits law enforcement agencies 
from cooperating with individuals or agen-
cies from out of state, the issuance of a 
subpoena in connection with certain out-
of-state proceedings relating to health or 
related information about people who come 
to New York to receive gender-affirming 
care, or the “arrest of a person for perform-
ing or aiding in the lawful performance of 
gender-affirming care in New York state.”

Passed by Senate, 44-18  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 97-47  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

The same day, Hochul enacted a law that 
requires the Office of Addiction Services 
and Supports to treat patients based on the 
individual’s gender identity, gender expres-
sion and/or sexual orientation.

Passed by Senate, 46-12  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 136-4  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

Flood damage
On March 3, Hochul signed a law that 

requires residential leases to note previous 
flood damage due to heavy rain, coastal storm 
surge, tidal inundation or river overflow.

Passed by Senate, 49-12  
Rolison 

Passed by Assembly, 106-37  
Jacobson    Levenberg 

Mackenzie Boric contributed reporting.

Primary vaccination:   76.6%  72.1%

Boosted:    21.7%  24.3%

Positive tests, 7-day average:  2.8%   4.8%
Number of deaths:   149 (0)  751 (0)

Source: State health department, as of June 26 (vaccine data as of June 23). Boosted is the 
percentage of people eligible for additional shots who are up to date. Numbers in parentheses are 
changes since May 23. Note: Because of the small incremental changes to the vaccination numbers, 
we print this chart in the last issue of each month, although updates are made more frequently online.

Philipstown/CS: 88.6%   
Garrison: 83.2%

Beacon: 68.6%

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERSCOVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

Philipstown/CS: 32.3% 
Garrison: 25.6%

Beacon: 20.1%

PUTNAM DUTCHESS

Jacobson Levenberg Rolison
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part challenge, 
part contest, 
100% delicious.
Collect stamps at participating 
shops for a chance to win a 
$100 ice cream spree!
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Here’s the Scoop.

Supporting local businesses has never been sweeter! From July 1 to 31, we invite you to 
explore new flavors around Beacon and Cold Spring. This is the best kind of competition: 
the more ice cream you eat, the more chances to win. Pick up your passport card inside any 
of our blue boxes or at any of the participating shops above. Share photos along the way 
with #icecreampassport for extra entries! Three winners will take home gift card prizes from 
participating stores. Enjoy!

Scan QR code or visit
highlandscurrent.org/icecream

Thank You to our Partners
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Move would not affect 
volunteer services 
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

The Putnam Legislature voted unani-
mously on June 20 to obtain certi-
fication to operate advanced life 

support ambulances, in what could portend 
a break with its contract with the private 
Ambulnz service.

The move does not affect volunteer 
ambulance corps, like those serving Philip-
stown, which offer more basic medical care.

Ambulances that provide advanced life 
support (ALS) are typically staffed by para-
medics who treat heart attacks, strokes and 
other medical crises. By comparison, volun-
teer ambulance staff are usually emergency 
medical technicians trained to stabilize a 
patient until the vehicle can reach a hospital. 

Putnam began reviewing its ALS needs last 
month when Robert Lipton, the new Bureau 
of Emergency Services commissioner, told 
the Legislature that Ambulnz might use 
a 90-day escape clause to end its contract 
because it said the deal was unprofitable. 

The county should be prepared if that 
happens, he said, noting that once Putnam 
has its own certification, it can accept bids 
from a wider range of providers because 
they could use the county’s authorization 
if they do not have their own.

The Legislature scheduled a June 6 vote 
but delayed action when questions arose 
because the proposed resolution referred to 
the county wanting to also secure basic life 
support services from commercial provid-
ers. It was revised to limit its focus to ALS.

“We don’t want to [indicate] that we 
are going into running basic life support 
departments and the ambulance corps,” said 
Legislator Ginny Nacerino of Patterson, who 
chairs the Protective Services Committee.

Securing advanced life support service 
in the county has not been a smooth ride. 
In December 2021, then-County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell chose to replace EMStar 
with Ambulnz, which bid $1.49 million for 
coverage in 2022, the first year of a five-year 
contract, about $400,000 less than EMStar.

Volunteer ambulance corps members and 
other critics warned that Ambulnz could 
try to raise its rates after 2022 and might 
be stretched thin. 

Before the vote to switch to Ambulnz, 
Legislator Nancy Montgomery, who repre-
sents Philipstown and part of Putnam Valley, 
complained that legislators had not seen the 
contract. But Nacerino said the Legislature’s 
only function was to approve a $40,467 trans-

fer to launch the Ambulnz deal. “The contract 
is executed by the county executive,” she said, 
and “it would have compromised the integrity 
of the contract” to let legislators review it.

 Montgomery expressed satisfaction with 
the June 20 vote, calling the 2021 decision “a 
total disaster. It never should have happened. 
I’m happy to see it getting cleaned up.” 

Putnam Seeks to Oversee Advanced Ambulances What’s Online  
at Highlands 
Current.org

These resources can be accessed 
through the pulldown menu  

on the top of each page, under 
“Resources” and “Reader Guide.”

Local Officials 
This is a list of elected and 
appointed officials at the local, 
state and federal level and how 
to contact them with your praise 
or protests. 
 
Local Government  
Video Guide 
OK, it’s not Netflix, but here’s a 
list of sites where you can watch 
videos of local and county public 
meetings. 

How They Voted (Congress) 
Updated weekly, this 
summarizes consequential and 
newsworthy legislation in the 
U.S. House and how Rep. Mike 
Lawler (Philipstown) and  
Rep. Pat Ryan (Beacon) voted.  
 
Storm Updates and Resources 
Find storm-watcher resources 
and contacts for when the power 
goes out. 
 
Community Directory 
This is a continually updated 
guide to local businesses and 
cultural sites, with addresses, 
phone numbers and web links. 
 
Community Calendar 
This is the full Monty — we only 
have room for the highlights in 
print. 
 
Back Issues 
This is an archive of our past 
print copies, in PDF format, from 
June 2012 to present, except 
for the latest issue, which is 
emailed to Current members on 
Friday morning. 
 
Job Search 
Provided by Indeed, these are 
continually updated listings for 
open positions in the Highlands 
and surrounding areas.

OUTDOOR CONCERTS!
SAT., JULY 8TH, 6:00 PM

Ray Blue Jazz Quartet

SAT., JULY 15TH, 6:00 PM

Professor Louie and the 
Crowmatix

NEW ART EXHIBIT
SUN., JULY 9TH, 2:00 PM 

“The Art of Symbology”  
by Nadine Gordon-Taylor

Reception with live music  
by Adam Love

Free

POETS’ CORNER OPEN MIC
SUN., JULY 23RD, 3:00 PM

Featuring Suzanne Cleary

FARMERS’ MARKET  
WITH LIVE MUSIC

FRIDAYS, 3:00 TO 6:30 PM

until August 25TH

Visit TompkinsCorners.org  
for info, tickets, and links.

NOTICE

The Philipstown Conservation 
Board will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
July 11th, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 
in person at the Philipstown 
Town Hall, 238 Main St., 
Cold Spring, NY 10516 

This meeting will also be 
livestreaming on youtube.
com, search for Philipstown 
Conservation Board Meeting 
July 2023.

PRINTMAKERS

FINE ART
PRINTING
SCANNING

LARGE FORMAT

HUDSON VALLEY’S
ARCHIVAL PRINTING

SINCE 1997

PICTURE FRAMING
print & map gallery

845-809-5174

31 STEPHANIE LANE
COLD SPRING, NY

www.thehighlandstudio.com

HIGHLAND STUDIO

All tickets available at  
www.philipstowndepottheatre.org

Youth Players 
present:  

Bugsy Malone, Jr.
July 20 at 7pm 

July 21 at 4:30 and 7pm 
July 22 at 4:30 and 7pm

Teen Players 
present:  

The Prom
July 27 at 7pm  
July 28 at 7pm 

July 29 at 3pm and 7pm 
July 30 at 3pm

Depot Music: 
Maia Sharp
August 25 at 7:30pm

It never should have 
happened. I’m happy 

to see it getting cleaned up.
~ Legislator Nancy Montgomery

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.
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within their boundaries, some of the more 
than 80,000 migrants seeking asylum who 
have overwhelmed New York City’s shelter 
system. Unlike county executives, a number 
of religious and activist groups have asked: 
“What can we do to help?”

The lawsuits filed by the counties have 
repeated a theme — that the additional 
people will overwhelm existing resources. 
But the 86 asylum seekers transported to 
the Red Roof Inn on Route 9 in the Town 
of Poughkeepsie and the 186 people bused 
to the Crossroads Hotel and Ramada by 
Wyndham in the Town of Newburgh have 
found the opposite. 

In addition to Rural & Migrant Minis-
try, elected officials such as Yvette Valdés 
Smith, a Dutchess County legislator whose 
district includes part of Beacon, joined other 
supporters who greeted migrants as they 
stepped off buses at the hotels. And, grass-
roots groups like Beacon Climate Action 
Now and Reunite Migrant Families have 
held donation drives and recruited transla-
tors and people to fill other volunteer roles. 

Much of the coordination takes place 
through a WhatsApp group called Dutchess 
Welcoming, said Valdés Smith, a Democrat 
who was elected in 2021. “These organiza-
tions have blown my mind,” she said. “I’m 
inspired by their action and their humanity.” 

New York City sent 110 asylum seekers to 
the Crossroads Hotel in Newburgh on May 
11 and then another 76 to the Ramada in 
Newburgh. On May 21, two buses dropped 
off migrants at the Red Roof Inn in Pough-
keepsie. 

The Red Roof contracted with New York 
City to provide rooms despite an executive 
order issued two days earlier by Dutchess 
Executive William F.X. O’Neil that prohib-
ited hotels from accepting asylum seekers. 

“I was surprised by that — which I 
thought was a devastating blow and an 
un-humanitarian approach to what was 
happening,” said Valdés Smith. 

Valdés Smith said she contacted Beacon 
Climate Action Now, which was assisting 
migrants at the Newburgh hotels, about 
collaborating to help the people staying at 
the Red Roof Inn. 

Visiting the hotel that first week, she said 
they met men who spoke Spanish, Valdés’ 
first language, but also Arabic, French and 
Portuguese. Some of the men, she said, were 
relying on Google Translate to communicate. 

“One of the first court dates they had was 
June 5, and they had never spoken to any 
sort of lawyer,” she said. 

Translators were recruited by Deb Davi-
dovits, a Fishkill resident who responded to 
Beacon Climate Action Now’s call for volun-
teers. She and another volunteer arrange 
to have translators available when needed. 

“Unless we’re Native Americans, we all 
came here from someplace else, and to help 
somebody in need just feels like a funda-
mentally important act,” Davidovits said. 

Members of Reunite Migrant Families, 
the Hudson Valley chapter of the national 
group Grannies Respond, traveled to 
Orange County to greet asylum seekers 
transported to the Newburgh hotels.

Because they received an early notice 

about the arrival, the group had already 
collected carloads of donations, said Muriel 
Horowitz, a member of Reunite Migrant 
Families’ steering committee. 

Volunteers collected work boots, pants, 
shorts and over-the-counter medications. 
They also used cash donations to buy 
additional items, handed out fliers about 
workshops organized by migrant-serving 
organizations such as Neighbors Link and 
Catholic Charities, and drove migrants to 
English classes at a church in Poughkeepsie. 

Ahead of the celebration on Thursday 
(June 29) of Eid al-Adha, one of Islam’s major 
holidays, a local mosque invited some of the 
Arabic-speaking migrants at the Red Roof 
Inn to attend its services, said Horowitz. 

“People from our group, somebody’s there 
[at the Red Roof] most days for something,” 
said Horowitz. 

The event organized by 
Rural & Migrant Ministry 
took place at the organi-
zation’s headquarters in 
Cornwall. Welcoming the 
asylum seekers addressed 
two concerns, said the 
Rev. Richard Witt, who has been executive 
director of the charity since 1991: “speaking 
a different voice than the negative vitriol” 
heard from people opposed to their pres-
ence, and to help them settle into the area. 

“Our concern right now is they’re going 
to be here ongoing,” said Witt. “How do we 

make this work?” 
Using a grant from the Episcopal Diocese 

of New York, Rural & Migrant Minis-
try rented two buses to bring about 60 
migrants from Newburgh and Poughkeep-
sie to its campus. In addition to food, there 
were translators and information booths 
from organizations that provide legal, 
health and other services, as well as work-
shops on the asylum process and how to 
avoid being exploited by employers.

“Imagine if you or I ended up in some 
foreign country and we didn’t speak the 
language and we’re trying to start anew,” 
said Witt. “We would be so dependent on 
somebody helping us.”

Volunteers with Beacon Climate Action Now organized donations collected for asylum 
seekers staying at hotels in the Town of Newburgh and Poughkeepsie.  Photos provided

Dozens of asylum seekers staying at hotels in the Town of Newburgh and Poughkeesie 
attended an event hosted on June 17 by Rural & Migrant Ministry in Cornwall. 

Migrants (from Page 1)

Richard Witt

Resources to  
Assist Migrants
Beacon Climate Action Now 
linktr.ee/beaconcan

Catholic Chairites USA 
catholiccharitiesusa.org

Greater Newburgh Interfaith Council 
845-562-5516

Hearts & Homes for Refugees 
heartsandhomesforrefugees.org

Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs 
bit.ly/assist-nyc

Neighbors Link 
neighborslink.org

New York Civil Liberties Union 
nyclu.org

New York Immigrant Coalition 
nyic.org

Reunite Migrant Families  
(Grannies Respond) 
bit.ly/reunite-migrant-families 
granniesrespond.org

Rural & Migrant Ministry 
ruralmigrantministry.org

Ulster Immigrant Defense Network 
ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.

NOTICE OF FILING 
FINAL ASSESSMENT 
ROLL WITH THE 
TOWN CLERK 
Notice is hereby given that 
the undersigned assessor has 
completed the Final Assessment 
Roll for the Town of Philipstown 
in the County of Putnam for the 
year of 2023. A certified copy will 
be filed in the Office of the Town 
Clerk on the 1st day of July 2023 
where it will remain open to public 
inspection until July 31 2023. 

Dated this 23rd day of June 2023  
Brian Kenney, Assessor 
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CALL TODAY TO 
LEARN MORE:  
(845) 831-0179

55 Teller Ave. Beacon, NY, 12508
LibbyFuneralHome.com

Give yourself and your  
loved ones lasting  
peace of mind. 

Lifetime coverage  
when you are 75+ miles  
away from home.

Making  
Travel Plans 
this Year?

and update of more than 500 pages and 
46 chapters of the code, which determines 
much of what constitutes life in the village, 
outlining standards for everything from 
parking to signage and outdoor lighting to 
home-based businesses.

The board review, which began in Janu-
ary 2020, came after a five-year effort by a 
volunteer committee to complete a similar 
line-by-line review and make recommenda-
tions. Twenty of the 46 chapters required 
only changes in punctuation and grammar.

The revised code will make it possible 
for the village to complete its Local Water-
front Revitalization Plan, which would qual-
ify Cold Spring to receive state and federal 
funding for village projects. The plan was 
put on hold in 2013, pending completion of 
the code update. (While termed a waterfront 
plan, it would encompass nearly the entire 
village, including all land west of Route 9D 
and the Hudson River to its midpoint.)

Major changes to Chapter 134 (Zoning) 
include:

 ¢ The zoning of the former Marathon 
Battery site on Kemble Avenue was changed 
from industrial to mixed use, which can 
include housing, retail and office space.

 ¢ The one-family residential district was 
replaced by a residential district divided 
into R-O for older neighborhoods, R-L for 
large “estate” lots and R-N for newer neigh-
borhoods, and will allow more flexibility for 

accessory buildings and home businesses.

 ¢ A new parks and recreation district 
encompasses all parks, preserves and recre-
ation areas. Uses such as visitor centers, 
concessions and museums are permissible 
subject to Planning Board approval.

 ¢ A scenic viewshed overlay district was 
created to regulate development that might 
impair the scenic beauty of the village and 
its vistas. 

 ¢ The office-light industry and heavy 
industry districts were eliminated.

Changes to the noise and sign chapters 
were mostly to update definitions, language 
and terminology. The requirements for 
placing temporary signs on public prop-
erty were expanded, references to “noise” 
were changed to “unreasonable noise” and 
jail time was eliminated from the possible 
penalties for violations. 

The discussion about updates to Chapter 
100, which regulates short-term rentals, is a 
separate process that continues. The zoning 
chapter had to be updated before changes 
could be made to the STR law.

Foley commented that the village was 
not legally required to respond to ques-
tions and comments raised at the public 
hearing but did so at coldspringny.gov as a 
part of a “powerfully strong public record, 
demonstrating that this process has been 
anything but arbitrary or capricious.”

But she alleged that some queries were 
“weaponized” and used to question her 
integrity and that of others who worked 

on the update.
“The people who made the accusations 

didn’t simply libel and slander elected 
officials, they libeled and slandered their 
neighbors,” Foley said. “It’s not right and 
it’s not acceptable.”

During the public hearing, resident 
Michael Reisman had questioned the 
mayor’s relationship with Sean Kearney 
of the Kearney Realty and Development 
Group, which owns the former Marathon 
Battery site, as well as a $250 donation 
made to her 2021 campaign. He called for 
her to recuse herself from the process. 

On its website, the village states that 
Foley has “a casual, friendly relationship 
with the owner of the Marathon site,” and 
notes that such relationships are common 
in a small village. It also states that in 2018, 
before being elected to the Village Board, 
Foley collaborated with the Kearney Group 
in an unsuccessful response to a request for 
proposals by the City of Hudson. 

Foley said the donation was from Adri-
ana Kearney, Sean Kearney’s wife, but 
had been recorded incorrectly and was 
corrected with the state Board of Elections.

“Ms. Kearney makes her own financial 
choices,” Foley said on Monday. “She is her own 
person; she signed her own personal check.”

Foley also defended the new zoning 
for Marathon, saying redevelopment will 
require a three-stage approval process as 
part of a “rigorous” public review.

“There are no favors being given to the 
developer in this rezoning,” she said.

New Code (from Page 1) Looking Back  
in Cold Spring
Village Code Update  
Gets Underway
By Michael Turton (Nov. 7, 2014)

The newly established committee 
charged with bringing Cold Spring’s 
outdated Village Code up to speed 
met for the first time on Oct. 30. 

The update, which the committee 
hopes to complete in 18 months, 
will align the code with the 2012 
Comprehensive Plan and enable 
the Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Program (LWRP) to be completed. In 
essence, the two planning documents, 
which have been touted as vital in 
securing state and federal funding for 
future village projects, outline what 
residents have said they want Cold 
Spring to be as a community.

Members of the Code Update 
Committee unanimously elected 
Jack Goldstein as chair. Marie Early, 
chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals, 
will serve as vice chair, and Mike 
Armstrong, former chair of the Special 
Board for the Comprehensive Plan and 
LWRP, will act as treasurer. Rounding 
out the committee are Carolyn 
Bachan, Barney Molloy, Donald 
MacDonald and Francis (Terry) Lahey.
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A R O U N D  T O W N

MUSIC AND POETRY — The CompCord Ensemble from New York City teamed with 
the Hot Wrk Ensemble from Beacon for a performance at the Howland Cultural 
Center on June 24. During two pieces, poets presented their work. Here, Robert Ford 
pauses while reading his poem, “Suicide Barbie,” while Franz Hackl of CompCord 
plays a trumpet the musician constructed. The bands’ other instruments included 
saxophones, cello, drums, flugelhorn, flute, guitar and piano. Photo by Ross Corsair

KAYAK CAPE — Many kayakers, like these adventurers photographed June 18, visit the 
historic ruins on Bannerman Island to see the flowers and blooming gardens tended 
by 23 weekly volunteers. Visitors also can arrive by a boat that leaves the Beacon dock 
(see bannermancastle.org).  Photo by Ross Corsair

NEW GRADUATES — The Foundry 
Montessori School in Cold Spring 
graduated 6 kindergarteners this 
month who are heading to first-grade 
classes in Beacon and at the Manitou 
School in Philipstown. The school also 
has four preschool graduates heading 
to kindergarten at Haldane and seven 
toddlers moving up to preschool. 
 Photo by Cassie Corrigan Drymala

BILLY BOB ROCKS — Billy Bob Thornton, the Oscar-winning screenwriter and actor 
best known for his 1996 film Sling Blade, performed at the Paramount Hudson Valley in 
Peekskill on June 23 with his band, The Boxmasters, which he formed in 2007 with J.D. 
Andrew. Photo by Ross Corsair

FLIGHT PATH — Olga Kosovsky, who lives in 
Manhattan, takes the train to Philipstown 
to hike with her conure parrots, Benero, 
Motya and Marusik. “They enjoy it more 
than the ocean,” she said on Sunday 
(June 25) on the Cornish Estate Trail in the 
Hudson Highlands State Park. “When we 
take the train, we always sit on the Hudson 
River side. I bring them parrot food and 
snacks, and water.”  Photo by Joey Asher

SHANTIES — Alex Harvey and Jordan Shapiro, who perform as Shinbone Alley, sang sea 
shanties and ancient street ballads on June 16 at the B House Performance Shack, a 
rotating series of sites. The audience was encouraged to sing along. Photo by Ross Corsair

HOLD ON ONE SECOND — “Magic Jim” Vagias visited the Butterfield Library in Cold 
Spring on June 22 to kick off its summer reading program. His audience was delighted. 
 Photo by Ross Corsair
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By Alison Rooney

Eleni Smolen curated a show that 
opens on July 8 at The Lofts at 
Beacon Art Gallery about leporello.

Not familiar? Don’t be intimated. The Ital-
ian art form is more cheeky than rarified. 

“Leporello is the name of Don Giovanni’s 
valet in Mozart’s opera,” Smolen explains. “He 
is the one who unfolds a booklet on which are 
listed the mille e tre mistresses of the seducer. 
In Europe this name has been given to small 
booklets folded accordion-style.”

Inspired by the “luminous leporel-
los” made by poet, essayist and artist 
Etel Adnan, (1925-2021), Smolen invited 
11 artists to create leporellos and related 
2D work for the show, Unfolding Vision 
Leporellos & Corresponding Works Vol. 1, 
which opens with a reception from 3 to 5 
p.m. and runs through Aug. 26.

Smolen says she is “intrigued and 
attracted by the idea of the portability —
what could I make that could easily be sent 
off in the mail as a gift to family and friends? 
Then I saw an article on Etel Adnan’s leporel-
los and thought, ‘Yes!’ It was perfect: porta-
ble, intimate, readily storable.”

For Smolen, who runs the TheoGanz Studio, 
the toughest part of curating this exhibit was 
narrowing down the artists invited to partic-
ipate, although she was comforted by the 
thought it could be a series of shows. 

Adnan frequently copied poems composed 
by writer friends and illustrated them with 
watercolor or ink on pre-fabricated fold-out 
books from Japan. By contrast, most of the 
artists in the Beacon show made their own 
leporellos with archival paper suitable for 
photographs, drawings, painting or water-
color. 

Elana Goren, a printmaker, illustrator 

and graphic designer, said the dilapidated 
barn in her leporello (which has covers 
made of barn wood) is a metaphor for “a 
farming system that is broken, unsustain-
able and illustrates human neglect and 
obliviousness to animal suffering.

“Since my work reflects the dark subject 
of the plight of animals in the human 
world, the leporello provided three-dimen-
sional, sculptural aspects which enabled 
me to create physical depths, recesses and 
shadows that are only simulated in my two-
dimensional works.” 

Matt Frieburghaus, who spent several years 
exploring the landscape of Iceland and last 
year was on expedition with the Arctic Circle 
Residency in Svalbard, based his leporello on 
those experiences, focusing on Arctic land-
scapes and icebergs with laser-cut shapes.

“The title, ‘Arctic Ghosts,’ is a metaphor for 
melting ice in the Arctic and the quick rate of 
glacial retreat, while the grouping of leporel-
los — considered a single work — is clustered 
to create spaces like the fjords of Spitsbergen.”

“Thermal Exchange,” a leporello created 
by Beth Haber, combines photographs and 

poetry. “It’s an encounter in time, place, 
date, latitude and longitude,” she says. “It 
is a kind of weather report of unstable tran-
sitions between one season and the next, 
where nature spools its own story” in the 
“interchange between weeds, leaves and 
the fractal blooms of thin ice.”

She said she found the accordian form 
exciting because “it allows the ‘report’ to 
unfold with a rhythm that moves between 
the 2D image and the 3D experience.” 

The other artists and their contribu-
tions are Joseph Ayers (“MDCCCLXXXIX 
[1889 Sketchbook]”), Sunok Chun (“Daed-
unsan Forest”), Vivien Collens (“The Story 
of Color”), Ronnie Farley, Matt Kinney, 
Michael Bogdanffy-Kriegh (“Beach Stories 
and 14 Days by the Sea”), Samantha Palm-
eri (“Buzzing”) and Joe Radoccia (“Rogue 
Garden Suite”). 

The Lofts at Beacon Art Gallery, at  
18 Front St., is open Monday through 
Thursday from 1:30 to 5 p.m. and  
Friday and Saturday from 10 to 3 p.m.

The Calendar

Art Books
Beacon exhibit  
unfolds on July 8

Sunok Chun's "Daedunsan Forest," acryllic and ink 

Details from Matt Frieburghaus’ “Ghosts of Icebergs,” companion pieces to  his leporello

Beth Haber's "Thermal Exchange," with archival photographs on arches paper, woven cloth on board bookends and text in pencil 
along bottom edge

Elana Goren's "Gristle Mill” (above and closed,  
at right); barn wood, twine, oil monotype on tan paper  
and mixed media monotype on black paper
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 INDEPENDENCE DAY

SAT 1
Parade & Summer Fun Day
COLD SPRING 
11 a.m. Dockside Park

The parade line-up begins at 10:30 
a.m. and proceeds at 11 a.m. up Main 
Street to the lawn at St. Mary’s for a 
summer fun day at 11:30 a.m. Marc 
Ferris will be playing music. 

SAT 1
Concert 
GARRISON
7 p.m. Boscobel | 1601 Route 9D 
845-265-3638 | boscobel.org

The Greater Newburgh Symphony 
Orchestra will perform a program that 
includes works inspired by fireworks 
and jubilation. Cost: $55 ($24 ages 4 
to 18, free for ages 4 and younger) 

SAT 1
Concert and Fireworks 
WEST POINT
7 p.m. Trophy Point | westpointband.com

The West Point Concert Band, 
the Hellcats and the Benny Havens 
Band will perform, followed by 
fireworks. The rain date is SUN 2. 
Free

SUN 2
Fireworks 
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Memorial Park
Robert Cahill Drive | beaconny.gov

Parking is limited. Consider 
walking or biking, and bring a chair 
or blanket. 

TUES 4
Worship Service
PHILIPSTOWN
10 a.m. Mekeel’s Corners Chapel
321 Route 301
bit.ly/chapel-July4

Join this annual, non-
denominational service at the 
1867 chapel at the intersection of 
Route 301 and Route 9. See Page 1. 
Reservations required. Free

TUES 4
Fireworks
POUGHKEEPSIE
8:30 p.m. Walkway Over the Hudson
walkway.org 

Watch the show from the 
pedestrian bridge. Reservations 
required. Cost: $25 ($20 seniors and 
veterans, free for ages 12 and younger) 

 KIDS & FAMILY

WED 5
Mandala Sand Art
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org

Children ages 4 to 10 are invited 
to create geometric designs in 
colored sand. Registration required. 

THURS 6
Wooden Robot Craft
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org

Use strings and pins to make a 
moveable robot. For children ages 4 
to 10. Registration required. 

THURS 6
The Jester Jim Show 
GARRISON
6:30 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 

desmondfishlibrary.org
Along with the usual 

props, the juggler makes 
use of a looping machine. 

Registration required. 

SAT 8
Friendship 
Bracelets
GARRISON
1 p.m.  
Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Children ages 6 and older can 
make their own celebrations of unity 
and kindness to keep and share with 
friends. Registration required. 

 VISUAL ARTS 

SAT 1
Rita McBride 
BEACON
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Dia:Beacon
3 Beekman St. | 845-231-0811
diaart.org

The artist’s 1997 structural work, 
“Arena,” will open for long-term 

viewing. Cost: $20 ($18 seniors, $12 
students and those with disabilities, $5 
ages 5 to 11, free ages 5 and younger) 

FRI 7
Free Admission 
NEW WINDSOR
10 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. Storm King
1 Museum Road | 845-534-3115
stormking.org

It’s the first Friday. Reserve a 
ticket to see new installations by 
Beatriz Cortez, Ugo Rondinone 
and RA Walden, as well as the 
permanent exhibits at the outdoor 
sculpture park. 

SUN 9
Discovering the Long Path 
BEACON
2 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Photographer Steve Aaron 
will talk about his exhibit, which 
captures the 358-mile path that 
runs from New York City to Albany 
and connects parks and forests.  

SUN 9
The Art of Symbology
PUTNAM VALLEY
2 – 4 p.m. 
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org 

Nadine Gordon-Taylor will 
discuss her exhibit of intuitive art, 
which runs through Aug. 16. 

 SECOND SATURDAY

SAT 8
Unfolding Vision 
Leporellos & 
Corresponding Work Vol. 1
BEACON
3 – 5 p.m. Lofts at Beacon
18 Front St. | 845-202-7211
loftsatbeacon.com

Eleni Smolen curated this exhibit 
of folding art books inspired by the 
work of Etel Adnan (1925-2021). See 
Page 11. Through Aug. 26. 

SAT 8
Reclaimed
BEACON
4 – 7 p.m. Garage Gallery 
17 Church St. | garagegallery.com

Laura Petrovich-Cheney’s quilts, 
Jaynie Crimmins’ shredded paper 
sculptures and Rinat Goren’s 
embroidered artworks explore and 
reclaim the idea of “women’s work.” 
In the sculpture garden, works by 
Heinrich Spillman, Emil Alzamora, 
Lori Merhige and Ed Benevente will 
be on display. Through July 23.

SAT 8
Cat Art Show
BEACON
5 – 7 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org

Jean Noack curated this show 
of feline-themed art, which last 
occurred at the library in 2017. 
Through July 30.

SAT 8
Con’joined | Transmission 
BEACON
6 – 8 p.m. BAU Gallery 
506 Main St. | baugallery.org

In Galleries 1 and 2, Beacon 
Artist Union members will celebrate 
two decades of exhibits. In the 
Beacon Room, Robyn Ellenbogen’s 
multimedia works will be on view, 
including her bamboo slip books. 
Through Aug. 6. 

SAT 8
Interior 
BEACON
6 – 9 p.m. Super Secret Projects 
484 Main St. | supersecretprojects.com

Alyssa Follansbee’s self-portraits 
reflect the life of the mind and 
personal space. 

SAT 8
Un/entangled 
BEACON
7 – 9:30 p.m. Distortion Society 
172 Main St. | distortionsociety.com

Evan Paul English’s paintings 
explore “American domesticity 
through a queer lens.” Through  
July 30. 

 STAGE & SCREEN

SAT 1
Gettysburg
PEEKSKILL
2 p.m. Lincoln Depot Museum
10 S. Water St. | 914-402-4318
lincolndepotmuseum.org

The museum will screen the 
4.5-hour version of the film, 
which covers all three days of the 
battle that began July 1, 1863. (It 
was originally a miniseries.) The 
screening will be followed by a Q&A 
with Patrick Falci, who appeared 
as Gen. A.P. Hill and served as a 
historical advisor. “Bring a cushion 
— our chairs are as hard as Gen. 
Hancock’s saddle.” Cost: $10

SAT 1
Henry V 
GARRISON
7:30 p.m. Hudson Valley Shakespeare
2015 Route 9 | 845-265-9575 
hvshakespeare.org

Today is the final performance 
until July 19 of the epic tale of King 
Henry at war to seize the French 
crown. Emily Ota plays the lead. 
Love’s Labor’s Lost begins previews 
on July 12. Cost: $10 to $100 

THURS 6
The Muppet Movie
BEACON
8:30 p.m. South Avenue Park 
Route 9D and South Avenue
beaconny.myrec.com

Watch Kermit and friends pursue 
success in Hollywood in this 1979 
film that will be screened by the 
Beacon Recreation Department as 
the first in a series of outdoor films 
in city parks. Free

FRI 7
Walt Disney’s  
Snow White 
BEACON
6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Boats leave dock
845-831-6346 | bannermancastle.org

The 1937 film, updated with 
Technicolor, will be shown outdoors 
on Bannerman Island. Cost: $40 

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)

For a complete listing of events, see 
highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Discovering the Long Path, July 9

On the Golden Pond, July 7

Transmission, July 8
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FRI 7
On Golden Pond 
WAPPINGERS FALLS
8 p.m. County Players Theater
2681 W. Main St. | 845-298-1491
countyplayers.org

The well-known play about family 
and connection focuses on Ethel 
and Norman, a couple spending 
their 48th year at an idyllic summer 
cottage, with a visit from their 
daughter and her family. Also SAT 
8. Through July 22. Cost: $22 ($20 
seniors, military, students and ages 
12 and younger) 

SAT 8
The Third Man 
COLD SPRING 
8:30 p.m. Dockside Park
coldspringfilm.org

A novelist searches for answers 
about the mysterious death of a 
friend in this 1949 thriller set in 
postwar Vienna and starring Orson 
Welles, Alida Valli and Joseph 
Cotton. Presented by the Cold 
Spring Film Society. Donations 
welcome. Free 

 TALKS & TOURS 

SAT 8
Forest Forensics 
MILLBROOK
8:30 & 11 a.m. Cary Institute 
2801 Sharon Turnpike 
caryinstitute.org

Tom Wessels, ecologist and 
author of Reading the Forest 
Landscape, will lead an interpretive 
walk through Cary’s forests and 
demonstrate how to understand 
what you see. Cost: $10 

SAT 8
Hamilton Fish Sr. and 
the Politics of American 
Nationalism
GARRISON
3 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Anthony Troncone, a retired 
history professor who wrote his 
dissertation on Hamilton Fish’s 
life, will discuss the congressman’s 
life and politics through the end of 
World War II. The library’s board 
is mulling whether to change the 
name of the library in light of Fish’s 
sympathetic view of the Nazi regime.

 MUSIC 

SAT 1
Errant Space 100
BEACON
2 – 5 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

This immersive sound experience 
will feature Katie Down, Bonnie 
Kane, Concetta Abbate, Craig Chin, 
Andy Rinehart, Al Margolis, Neil 
Alexander, Dean Sharp and Thom 
Uliasz. Donations welcome. Free

SAT 1
The Jenkins Twins 
COLD SPRING 
7:30 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

Modern country duo Trevor and 
Trenton Jenkins will perform as 
part of the ongoing Restoration 
Roadhouse series. Cost: $25 

SAT 1
Myles Mancuso 
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The multi-instrumentalist plays 
roots and Americana with his band. 
Cost: $20 ($25 door) 

SUN 2
The Music of Charles Ives
BREWSTER
4 p.m. First United Methodist
83 Main St.

Organist Zacchaeus Lock will 
perform Ives’ Variations on 
America on the same organ and in 
the same location where Ives first 
played it for an audience. As part of 
the program, the Putnam Chorale 
will sing patriotic songs. Cost: $15 

SUN 2
Satisfaction
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

This Rolling Stones tribute show 
is in its 20th year. Cost: $25 ($30 
door) 

FRI 7
Sheila Jordan and 
Cameron Brown
COLD SPRING 
7:30 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

The vocal and bass duo will 
perform jazz music from their 
release, I’ve Grown Accustomed to 
the Bass. Cost: $25

FRI 7
Best Friend’s Girl
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The tribute band will play the 
hits of The Cars. Cost: $25 ($30 
door) 

SAT 8
Ray Blue Quartet
PUTNAM VALLEY
6 p.m. Tompkins Corners Cultural Center 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The saxophonist and his band 
will play music from its latest 
release, #People. Cost: $20 

SAT 8
The Lords of 52nd Street
PEEKSKILL
8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The Billy Joel tribute band will 
play his classics. Cost: $37 to $49 

SAT 8
Jeff Daniels 
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The actor with a passion for 
music will play guitar, sing and tell 
stories. Cost: $65 ($70 door)

SUN 9
Clare Maloney &  
The Great Adventure
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The band will play music from 
its debut release, Daybreaker. Cost: 
$20 ($25 door) 

 CIVIC

WED 5
Village Board
COLD SPRING
7 p.m. Village Hall
85 Main St. | 845-265-3611
coldspringny.gov

WED 5
Putnam Legislature 
CARMEL
7 p.m. Historic Courthouse 
44 Gleneida Ave. | 845-208-7800 
putnamcountyny.com

THURS 6
Town Board
PHILIPSTOWN
7:30 p.m. Town Hall
238 Main St. | 845-265-5200 
philipstown.com

BUSTER LEVI
G A L L E R Y

121 MAIN STREET COLD SPRING NY

GALLERY HOURS: FRI |SAT|SUN  12PM - 5:00PM

Tim D'Acquisto • Grace Kennedy 
Bill Koostra  • Ursula Schneider

Last Weekend  
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association and the Town of Philipstown 
historian, believes construction of the 
church marked somewhat of a population 
boom at the crossroads that began in the 
1850s. “People didn’t want to travel 3 miles 
to the nearest town just to go to church.”

There were several Mekeels living nearby, 
but Forlow said he hadn’t been able to iden-
tify whom the hamlet was named for. 

“I have a tintype of Willis Mekeel, and he 
was prominent,” Forlow said. “But it was 
probably a collective naming.”   

It was actually a renaming. 
The crossroads had been known as Budd’s 

Corner and Griffin Corners, likely for the 
proprietors of a hotel and tavern located just 
north of the chapel. The Budd family estab-
lished the hotel in 1769 and operated it for 25 
years, followed by John Griffin in the 1790s. 
It was later operated by Thomas Mekeel. 

According to one history, Philipstown’s 
first schoolhouse, a simple wooden build-
ing, was relocated to Griffin’s Corners 
around 1816 and a second one built closer 
to Cold Spring. A brick schoolhouse 
constructed on the east side of Route 9 a 
short distance north of the corner is now 
part of Fahnestock State Park.

In an August 1975 letter to the Putnam 
County News & Recorder, Mrs. Edward 
Hommel, then 79, recalled attending the 
school around the turn of the century. 
Her teachers included Lizzie Jaycox, Ethel 
Hustis, Eda Meeks and Mr. Barnum, and 
her classmates included a number of 

Mekeels. “In winter we sat by the stove 
where we were taught arithmetic,” Hommel 
wrote. “Nothing else mattered.”

An abandoned cemetery containing more 
than 70 graves lies south of the chapel. 
Most of the tombstones are from the 19th 
century, with many predating the struc-
ture. Lillian McElrath, who died in 1941, 
may have been the last person buried there. 

The oldest surviving tombstone is 
crudely etched and marks the life of an 
infant, Mary Budd, who was born May 6, 
1770. Other early stones remember pioneers 
such as James Nelson (born about 1742), 
Jemima Lane (1735), Joshua Mead (1749) 
and Absalom Early (1728). 

“Many stones have been knocked over,” 

Forlow noted. “It would be a big conserva-
tion project to restore the cemetery.” 

Forlow believes the chapel, which can 
accommodate about 50 people, was multi-
denominational. “My understanding is 
there wasn’t a full-time pastor,” he said. 
“It would have been a traveling pastor who 
may have been shared with other small 
churches in the area.”

The Fourth of July service will include 
a reading of “A Prayer for the Nation,” by 
Preston Pittman, a trustee of the Putnam 
History Museum; a closing prayer read by 
Cold Spring resident Karen Kapoor; and 
music by Fred Martin of Garrison. (Reser-
vations are required; see bit.ly/chapel-July4.) 

Forlow hopes the building can host more 
events, noting that requests for weddings 
are considered. Donations for upkeep can be 
made through the Putnam History Museum, 
63 Chestnut St., Cold Spring, NY 10516, with 
checks made out to MeKeel’s Corners Chapel.

The chapel today Photo by Chip Rowe

Chapel (from Page 1)

Start Reading Now
July book club selections

Butterfield Book Club
WED 5, 7 P.M.
The Price of Salt, by Claire Morgan
Butterfield Library, Cold Spring
Rescheduled from June.
Register at butterfieldlibrary.org/calendar.

Abe Lincoln/Civil War Book Club
THURS 6, 7 P.M.
Bloody Crimes: The Funeral of Abraham 
Lincoln and the Chase for Jefferson Davis, 
by James Swanson 
Lincoln Depot Museum,  
10 S. Water St., Peekskill
Email LincolnDepotFDN@gmail.com.

Butterfield Book Club
MON 24, 7 P.M.
Great Circle, by Maggie Shipstead
Butterfield Library, Cold Spring
Register at butterfieldlibrary.org/calendar.

Beacon Book Club
THURS 27, 7 P.M.
The Postcard, by Anne Berest
Location TBD
Register at meetup.com/Beacon-BookClub.

The former MeKeel's Corners school
 Photo by M. Turton
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NOTICE

The Philipstown Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold their 
regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, July 10th 2023 at 
7:30 p.m. in person at the 
Philipstown Town Hall,  
238 Main St., Cold Spring,  
NY 10516 

This meeting will also be 
livestreaming on youtube.com, 
search for Philipstown Zoning 
Board Meeting July 2023.

Get the most out of 
your lawn this summer.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or 
PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan 
required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 
07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-718-0159
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Small, Good Things

Victory, 
Snatched 
from Defeat
By Joe Dizney

I was on fire, having 
cracked the code — 
or so I thought.

Ever since my neigh-
bor returned from 
Copenhagen bearing a gift 
of kardemommesnegel (cardamom snails), 
from an apparently unbelievable Danish-
Japanese Andersen Bakery, I was deter-
mined to replicate the sweet, perfumed 
and buttery-crispy pastry — a true Danish 
— redolent of more freshly cracked carda-
mom than international law likely allows.

I found a convincing but convoluted 
recipe. Gathering the green cardamom 
pods, I recruited the neighbor and her 
visiting daughter to help crack and extract 
about five tablespoons of seeds for the 
dough, filling, glaze and topping.

Borrowing a massive KitchenAid mixer 
and cleaning off my rarely used marble 
pastry slab, I assembled the other ingre-
dients — three types of sugar (dark brown, 
light brown, granulated), vanilla bean 

paste, flour, yeast, milk and butter (lots 
of butter) — to make the laminated pastry 
dough. In short order, my humble farm-
house kitchen became a well-organized 
pastry kitchen. My mise en place was a 
thing of awesome beauty and pride.

I practiced twisting and curling the snail 
shapes with Play-Doh. I was ready.

On Tuesday, the day of reckoning, the 
dough was proofed and laminated repeat-
edly. And although the cardamom, butter 
and sugar filling seemed scant by weight, 
shaping went smoothly. One last proof of 
the snegel and into the oven they went.

The smell was intoxicating. Because they 
weren’t turning the expected mahogany 
brown, I left the snegel in the oven longer 
than specified, but otherwise my confidence 
ran high. After being pulled from the oven 
and glazed and dusted with more carda-
mom and sugar, the pastries cooled just long 
enough for me not to burn my delicate palate.

But something was off, besides the color. 
Salt? More salt was needed, and much 
more cardamom. But something far more 
serious was off. The flakiness was missing. 
This wouldn’t do.

A quick consult followed with my guru 
culinaire, who had more experience, and 
Time-Life’s The Cooking of Scandina-
via. The recipe for Danish pastry dough 
required probably twice as much butter and 
over two days’ worth of intermittent lami-
nating and proofing. My spirit flagged, and 
my eyes started to roll.

It occurred to me, as well, that this recipe 

hardly qualifies as small or good in any 
cardiac or caloric way, and I started to feel 
guilty about sharing it.

Then my eyes fell on an additional recipe 
my adviser sent as a personal aside and I 
decided to present that as a kinder, gentler 
and humbler (not to mention faster) sugges-
tion for breakfast, lunch or dinner.

Çilbir (pronounced chil-burr) is a crim-
inally simple Turkish dish of accessible 
ingredients that make an unexpected state-
ment. The eggs are typically poached, but 
after all that laminating, frying seemed so 
much easier and satisfying and was all I 
could manage after my crushing defeat.

I’ll get back to you about the “snails.”

Çilbir  
(Turkish Eggs in Yogurt  
with Butter-Pepper Sauce)

Serves 2

1 cup plain whole-milk Greek 
yogurt, at room temperature

1 clove garlic, grated

1 to 2 tablespoons fresh dill, 
chopped

Zest of ½ lemon, grated

2 eggs

1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil

2 tablespoons butter

1 tablespoon Aleppo pepper 
(substitute ¼ teaspoon red 
pepper flakes plus ¾ teaspoon 
smoked paprika)

Salt and freshly ground pepper

¼ cup fresh parsley, chives, mint 
or other herb (or combination), 
minced, for garnish

Warm crusty bread or flatbread 
to serve

1. Prepare the yogurt base: In 
a small bowl, stir together the 
yogurt and garlic. Add dill and 
lemon zest; stir to combine and 
season with salt and pepper to 
taste. Divide the yogurt between 
two shallow bowls; use a spoon to 
spread it evenly and create a divot 
in the center for the eggs.

2. For the sauce, heat butter and 
olive oil in a small saucepan 
over medium heat. When foam 
subsides, add Aleppo pepper and 
cook until fragrant, about 30 
seconds. Season with salt and 
pepper to taste, remove from heat 
while the eggs cook.

3. Poach (poaching is the tradi-
tional method) or fry the eggs. 
Re-warm the sauce if necessary. 
When the eggs are done place 
them on top of the yogurt. Top 
with the pepper sauce, garnish 
with herbs and serve with warmed 
bread or flatbread.
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LYRA MUSIC FESTIVAL  - July 5 & July 8  
LIT LIT - July 7  

PINOT & AUGUSTINE clowns 4 Kids of All Ages - July 23 
DAVID AMRAM & FRIENDS - Aug 12

Fri/Sat/Sun – June 30 + July 1 + July 2 – 1-5pm
THE LONG PATH - NY / NJ Trail Conference

Featuring Steve Aaron’s photos from NYC to Albany
Join us for the ARTIST RECEPTION & TRAIL TALK on July 9th
Tag along with New York-New Jersey Trail Conference Ken Posner 

and Steve Arron as they share insights along The Long Path

Fri – June 30 – 8pm
NOGA CABO - EP Release Show w/ Lila Blue Opening 

Celebrating the debut solo project “Lady Sun” 
Tix adv $20 or $25 at the door - howlandculturalcentertix.com

Sat – July 1 – 2-5pm
ERRANT SPACE 100 - An Immersive Sound Event

Limited Space - $10 suggested donation at the door

Check our website + media for more events,  info + tickets

Sat – July 22 – 8pm
VINNY DEPONTO - MIND READER

“A Breathtaking One-Man Performance” DailyNews 
Tix adv $30 or $35 at the door - howlandculturalcentertix.com

Join today or renew your membership! 
You’ll get a digital copy of the paper every week before it hits the newsstands!

Discover the benefits that will help us  
engage with you and you with us!

Membership matters
As your independent nonprofit news source for Philipstown 

and Beacon, The Highlands Current relies on you, our readers, 
to help support quality coverage of all that matters to you. 

Membership is the way you can help. 
It is our primary means of support as we seek to provide a vital 

forum for your diverse interests, concerns and experiences.  

Just go to: 

highlandscurrent.org/join

Questions? Email: 

membership@ 
highlandscurrent.org

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.
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Students recognized for 
fourth-quarter grades

Grade 12
Principal’s List

Margot Burke, Esther Clair, Parijat Das, 
Jacob DiNobile, Journey Fleming, Farah 
Jaafar, Audrey Lewis, Tylynn Lindsay, 
Jordyn Long, Eleanor Lopez, Carlos Loza 
Argudo, Lillian Magurno, Nuriya May, Jonah 
Mensch, Lindsay Otero, Rowan Parsaca, Lila 
Quinn, Nathaniel Ramos, Shepard Rodgers, 
Hanna Rodriguez, Demetra Sela, Michael 
Serino, Jack Twining Freeman

High Honor Roll
Lina Ahmed, Daniel Barry, Adrian Beato, 

Angelina Berlingieri, Scott Bunker, Sofia 
Castelhano, Crystal Chen, Alexander Clay, 
Jason Derasmo, Beatrice Dowd, Laney 
Ebeling, William Fahlman, Jenna Griesing, 
Ysabel Heath, George Humphreys, Camp-
bell Kitzrow, Janelle Lagunda, Gabriella 
Leiva, Sharon Li, Alexis Mastrantuono, 
Elijah McKible, Brianna Moleano, Shema 
Ntaganzwa, Emani Paulin, John Philipbar 
III, Henry Quinn, Thomas Rapp, Isabelle 
Ray, Natalee Reynolds, Ruby Rodgers, 
Amelia Sanker, Isa Schmidt, Adam Send-
elbach, Leian Simon, Juliana Sulsona, 
Isabella Travis, Liam Verdesi, Joseph 
Vollaro

Honor Roll
Jared Alston, Mateo Alvarado, Andre 

Alzate, Isabella Boswick, Isabella Bottigl-
ieri, Delaney Brennen, Kaylee Broas, Julian 
Brown, Sophia Clauson, Hope Cleveringa, 
Brianna DeMilio, Danielle DiRubbio, Sadot 
Garcia, Nia Gilchrest, Darien Gillins, Liam 
Istvan, Justin Jackson, Alexander Khalil, 
Alexander King, Emma Labodin, Ahmad 
Lang, Juliette Lasser, Daniel Mack, Gia 
Moreno, Skhy Morris, Sofia Mourgues, 
Addy Pagones, Ella Pessoni, Jonathan 
Ramirez, Mia Ramirez, Penelope Rigney, 
Thomas Robinson, Jillian Salvati, Dominic 
Seddon, Ciara Soto, Jalyssia Soto, Jeffrey 
Wolfe III, Isaiah Woody, Elena Zeoli

Grade 11
Principal’s List

Imroz Ali, Emma Campagiorni, Vanessa 

Campanelli, Olivia Del Castillo, Chelsea 
DerBoghossian, Marina Elias, Nathan Filc-
Helmuth, Nora Folkes, Jacqueline Griesing, 
Harsh Gupta, Serena Jabar, Shy’anne Kush, 
Myasia Lewis, Evan Lombardo, Bryce 
Manning, Nico McKible, Isabella Migliore, 
Christopher Milewski, Karimah Muham-
mad, Twyla Nelson, Emilia Pastorello, 
Vanessa Piciacchio, Henry Reinke, Eliza-
beth Ruffy, Kasey Senior, Hiroto Tanaka, 
Rachel Thorne, Emily Wei, Wallace Wei, 
Jon-Paul Wood, August Wright

High Honor Roll
Abir Ahmed, Jack Antalek, Wiles 

Assael, Jackson Atwell, Caleb Bennett, 
Daniel Benson, Henry Betterbid, Anthony 
Borromeo, Sophia Campagiorni, Douglas 
Capawana, Ella Cason, Rubio Castagna-
Torres, Gabriella Espinal, Jayden Feath-
erstone, Michael Fontaine Jr., Jessica 
Gonzalez, Isabella Haydt, Cadence Heeter, 
Keira Istvan, Georgia Kane, Zuhir Kasem, 
Devyn Kelly, Gabrielle Kuka, Olivia Lapaz, 
Tiannah Lindsay, Leonides Lopez IV, 
Hannah Marin, William Martin, Alexan-
dria McCollum, Stephen McDowell, Vanessa 
Murphy, Thomas Nocerino, Cameron 
O’Dell, Lillie O’Leary, Elisa Pahucki, Nahari 
Powell, Ricardo Ramirez Paredes, Nina 
Rivers, Kiarra Rodriguez, Brandon Soria, 
Michael Varian, Brandon Warren, Isabella 
White, Ryan Zingone Redfield 

Honor Roll
Isabella Amundson, Nicole Coliman, 

Eleanor Cunningham, Grace Delgado, Luke 
DeLuise, Shadaya Fryar, Ariana Gallego, 
Jaidev Galvin, Sienna Gorey, Alexander 
Guobadia , Sean Heath, Leslie Ilouga Wandji, 
Pearl Kirigi, Zakary Krachy, Samantha 
Lopez, Owen Lynch, Amerie Madigan, Nata-
lia Millan, Aryah Montefusco, Gia Morgan, 
Juan Morocho Llivipuma, Brad Patino Albar-
racin, Jayden Quintana, Merilyn Rinaldi, 
Luis Rivera, Keira Robinson, Matthew Sandi-
son, Jackson Shrawder, Anisa Shtanaj, Owen 
Skorewicz, Andrew Spiconardi, JonAy Taylor, 
Peter Vermeulen, Jahzara Watkins, Xiom-
arys Williams, Noelle Young

Grade 10
Principal’s List
Beckett Anderson, Anabelle Arginsky, 

Isabel Bunker, Christine Chen, Evelina 
Diebboll, Tayler Finley, AvaMaria Gianna, 
Sarah Jaafar, Jeannae’ Jean-Francois, 
Karma Jones, Josephine Mallon, Allen 
McKay, Jada Medley, Addison Miller, 
Ronan Moran, Anastasia Santise, Kayli 
Shand, Jacob Signorelli, Serena Stample-
man, Mika-Gisselle Tates, Malcolm Wilson 

High Honor Roll
Kendall Alston, Taryn Beardsley, Lila Burke, 

Avery Davis, Amadea Ferris, Tori Foster, Willa 
Freedman, Messiah Gardner, Justin Gerardes, 
Mackenzie Harman, Charlie Klein, Vincent 
Komer, Ela Lyons, Paige McCredo, Emma 
Merola, Zoe Moreno, Rory Mowen, Amelia 
Padilla, Mackenzie Phillips, Josue Pintado, 
Albion Qelaj, David Quezada, Daveya Rodri-
guez, Bethany Rudolph, Breanna Rudolph, 
Katherine Ruffy, Gabriel Salcedo, Sami-
ratu Sayibu, Chloe Sheffield,  Amya Thomp-
son, Sortia Tripaldi, Roque Vianna, Charles 
Zellinger, Ava Zeoli, Francis Zezza

Honor Roll
Nicholas Albra, Isabella Baffuto, Kevin 

Beal, Jude Betancourt, Sally Betterbid, Ange-
lina Bottiglieri, Daniel Bridges, Devin Byrne, 
Catherine Calle-Ortiz, Shyla Camacho, Eliz-
abeth Carbone, Fallon Groza, Kimora Henry, 
Bailey Hernandez, Samuel Hutchison, Char-
lie I Jarrin , Ernesto Jenkins, Mercer Jordan, 
Luke Kozlik, Rory LaDue, Reilly Landisi, 
Ryann Meyer, Madison Mianti, Genan 
Mohammed Murtada, Darryl Montgomery 
Jr., Megan Nicholson, Lindsay Pedersen, 
Alexander Quinci, Jacob Reynolds, Christine 
Robinson, Mehr Sagri, Ryan Smith, Emma 
Soltish, Brody Timm, Justice Travis, Holly 
Whittemore, Saoirse Woods

Grade 9
Principal’s List

Nadeen Ahmed, Alianna Alijaj, Farhana 
Antora, Grace Beston, Parker Capawana, 
Christian Clay, Peter Cohen, Tye Elias, 
Jonah Espinosa, Teo Fairbanks, Mari-
sah George, Samiha Golden, Zenia Haris, 
Alina Joseph, Oren Kelleher, Gabrielle 
Khalil, Savana Kush, Aron Li, Irene Loza 
Argudo, Melanie Lucero Barbecho, Alma 
Mart, Oscar McKible, Mira Miller, Anna-
belle Notarthomas, Yoland Rofaeil, Liliana 
Rybak, Mikaela Sanchez, Kayla Selander

High Honor Roll
Mira Bagriyanik, Logan Blum, James 

Bouchard III, Alexander Browning, Lola 
Ciccone, Skylar Clair, Erin Cleary, Diego 
Dickinson Case Leal, Alejandro Flores Urzua, 
Isabella Galbo, Dylan Hetrick, Ruby Hotch-
kiss, Milo Isabell, Vincent Joao Jr., Michael 
Jones, Everly Jordan, Eric Kruze, Kiran 
Kumar, Carlos Lampon III, June Luedeman, 
Brayden Manning, Julia McGuire-Soellner, 
Aril McKee, Annalea Miller, Nolan O’Malley, 
Jonathan Richards, Zachary Schetter, 
Thomas Senior, Aiden Spiecker, Alex Trama, 
Joanna Trentacosta, Juan Tutasi Jr., George 
Walker, Ri’Kya White, Alexander Young 

Honor Roll
Macy Alencastro, Vincent Bergerson 3rd, 

Serenity Bunn, Alistair Cunningham, Emi 
Dickinson Case Leal, Kiera D’lppolito, Sofia 
Domanski, Gabriel Godbee, Javier Gutier-
rez Jr., Kayla Hammond, Natalie Hayden, 
Grace Hockler, Cameron Just, Taylor 
Kelliher, Griffin Kitzrow, Maceo Koerner, 

Ryan Landisi, Isabella Lee, Tania Lindsay, 
Khiana Nicholson, Adrien Okoye, Roman 
Proft, Savannah Ray, Katrina Skorewicz, 
Desirae Smith, Matthew Tumidaj 

BOCES CTI 
High Honor Roll

Christian Irizarry, Zakary Krachy, 
Amerie Madigan, Cameron O’Dell, Emani 
Paulin, Luis Rivera

Honor Roll
Jared Alston, Adam Jolly, Molalign 

Meagher, Mia Ramirez, Joseph Spiconardi 
Jr., Jacob Tumidaj

Grade 8
Principal’s List

Cecilia Allee, Maayan Alon, Michael 
Cahill, Jerry Chen, Terry Chen, Shan-
non Colandrea, Theodore Concepcion, 
Zamaya Cone, Haziel Decena Meran, Travis 
Dickston, Fionn Fehilly, Khloe Frank-
lin, Valeria Garcia, Emilio Guerra, Elma 
Hassan, Madeleine Hayes, Shaun Jabar, 
Ruby King, Katelyn Kong, Mary Lopez, Lily 
Mack, Ash Marcus, Victoria McKay, Isaac 
McKible, Levi Partlow, Brady Philipbar, 
John Rose, Charlotte Rossi, Jesiah Swani-
gan, Elliott Thorne, Gavin Troiano, Isaac 
Tschang, Jesse Vermeulen, Parker White, 
Julie Whittemore, Áine Woods

High Honor Roll
Mikayla Acevedo, Molly-Rose Archer, 

Caroline Bell, Savannah Brace, Danica Bren-
nen, Myasia Burch, Emily Coldrick, Mateo 
Cruz, Jason David, Naim Dika, Ka’Dera 
Elliott, Elijah Epps, Tyler Evans, Khordae 
Facey, Hailey Fish, William Flynn, Kayla 
Gerardes, Julian Hannah, Abigail Haydt, 
Miguel Herrera, Ryan Huynh, Reinabelle 
Jaafar, Wenang Kobarsih, Ethan Maxaner, 
Shyanne McNair, Gianna Mercer, Lily Murr, 
Madelyn Pellerin, Sarah Ramkalawon, Stella 
Reinke, Olivia Reynolds, Katherine Sendel-
bach, Finch Simons, Tabitha Smith-White, 
Januario Stageman, Harper Strang, Farrah 
VanCott, Rudolph Vergolina, Fabiola Vogrin-
cic, Aslynn Way, Slater Way, Lila Welsh

Honor Roll
Jay Adams, Emma Bellis, Giovanni 

Bowley, Casey Brandstrom, Juniper Breault, 
Hartley Brickman, Angeleah Decker, Victo-
ria Diaz, Adriana Fazioli, Hudson Fontaine, 
Brandon Fremer, Leo Garcia, Ayham Ghaz-
zawi, Maliah Graham, Richard Johnson Jr., 
Gabriel Khan, Syeira Kozlik, Ava Lassiter, 
Jayden Lassiter, Yianniz Male, Ryan 
Mowen, Ray Noble IV, Nicholas Perry, David 
Ramirez, Lillian Ray, Bella Ridore, Julian 
Rivers, Noah Sanderson, Abdul Sayibu-
Rahman, Za’layni Shand, Zachary Sherr, 
Caeleb Smith, Connor Varricchio, Nolan 
Varricchio, Ny’el Woods, Piper Yewchuck

Grade 7
Principal’s List

Jacqueline Albra, Owen Allee, Kiersten 
Barber, Breannah Brace, Gavin Bruno, Noa 
Buckland, Skylar Carr, Zahara Cone, Claire 
Cumming, Vaughn Davis, Andrea Delgado, 
Jake DeLuise, Evelyn DePalma, Ryan DiNob-
ile, Maysie Doyle, Saoirse Fehilly, Christa 
George, Mckenna Griffin, Henry Gute, Maeve 
Haley, Zoe Hammond, Breanna Jones, Drew 

Beacon Honor Roll

Stonecrop Gardens 
BBuutttteerrfflliieerr’’ss  GGuuiiddee  ttoo  tthhee  GGaallaaxxyy    

with Citizen Naturalist John Lampkin who will explore 
intriguing facts about the life of butterflies. 

Saturday, July 8, 10am - 1pm 
$20 / no charge for Stonecrop members 

  

JJoouurrnnaalliinngg  iinn  tthhee  GGaarrddeenn  
with Resident Artist Susan Sapanara 

In these discovery workshops participants will connect intimately 
with nature and record their observations. 

 

Three classes - July 19, July 26, August 2 
Wednesdays, 5:30pm - 7:30pm 

$65 / $50 Stonecrop members 
 

For more information & to register, please visit our website, www.stonecrop.org 

 

(Continued on Page 17)
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Kelly, Maximilian Kong, Heidi Maeng, Victo-
ria Maruggi, Louise Mauks, Uswah Moham-
med Murtada, Claire Morgan, Catherine 
Musorofiti, Sigil Netboy, Zora Nicholls, 
Payton O’Connell, Vivien Padoleski, Austin 
Ricketts, Maeve Rinaldi, Khloe Roci, Giana 
Rodriguez, Mackinley Roland, Isabella Ruffy, 
Nathaniel Salvati, Evangeline Santise, Hazel 
Schein, Benjamin Seaman, Shane Signo-
relli, Gonzalo Soria Velecela, Sophia Toma-
sik Dume, Caellum Tripaldi, Derek Waltke, 
Caleb Wells-McGurk, Owen Youatt

High Honor Roll
Mark Aakjar III, Jesse Apostolou, Abigail 

Atkins, Madison Beltran, Lily Berry, Erica 
Cabrera, Hawah Camara, Sarah Camara, Piper 
Clark, Amari Clarke, Lia Cosentino, Joseline 
Duran, SaRiah Faust, Jayden Harrison, Alejan-
dro Herrera, Justin Mann, Josue Martell, Ruby 
Martin, Braelyn Milligan, Elise Moran, Olivia 
Ortiz, Sofien Oueslati Bourgeois, Oscar Pages, 
Sofia Posso Salcedo, Luis Ramon, Stephanie 
Ramon, Nour Raouf Said, James Reyes, Thalia 
Rodriguez, Bowie Roy, Hunter Smith, Hayden 
Wilson, Trey Zapencki, Joey Zezza 

Honor Roll
Kendall Adnams, Femmie Akinwunmi, 

Kiann Allen, Caden Balfour, Benjamin Betan-
court, Skye Brooks-Brown, Michai Brown, 
Justin Buchman, Wyatt Burgos, Anthony 
Castano, Henry Cerchiara, Isabella Davila, 
Chloe Davis, Zooey Dedring, Kaileigh Edie, 
Leah Fahlman, Kyle Fairbanks, Annabel 
Goodman, Tania Griffin, Troi Harvey Semple, 
Gauge Heeter, Emanuel Jenkins, Melody 
Longino, Bethlee Manzano Cabello, Oliver 
Meyer, Gabriel Montleon, Henry Mulligan, 
Ismael Munoz, Emily Nivicela Jarama, Bran-
don O’Dell, Antonio See, Vardan Singh, Jalen 
Thompson, Joshua Tonyes, Eliza Verdichizzi, 
Julie Vogrincic, Luna Yawman, Nicholas Zippo

Grade 6
Principal’s List

Natalie Allen, Luna Ayers-Uekawa, Hazel 
Balogh, Fiona Burke-Smith, Madison Carr, 
Ethan Cason, Lily Cheyne, Ivy Cohen, 
Connor Coldrick, Sebastian Concepcion, 
Shuprova Das, Elodie Duquesne, Evange-
line Ferron, Lilah Fisher, Alice Gabel, Jordan 
Garzon, Eli Gilleo, Edith Giunta, Christian 
Gomez, Carolina Guerra, Manasvi Gupta, 
Silas Hayes, Samih Jabar, Samantha John-
son, Grace Just, Davia Kelleher, Julian Khan, 
Miles King, Ileana Lawrence, James Mack, 
Celest Marshall, Ethan McCredo, Elena 
Moleano, Madelyn Newcomb, Suvi O’Shea, 
Dominick Pulcastro, Zbigniew Rybak, 
Ashley Senior, George Stadler, Silas Stam-
pleman, Ryan Sulca, Anita Vigeant 

High Honor Roll
Brayden Arroyo, Vivianna Bailey, Gavin 

Barone, Joshua Benson, Sadie Bottone, Roman 
Brandt-Cannon, Amaya Bravo, Hawken Brick-
man, Matthew Browne, Jack Bunker, Jack-
son Coultas, Kylie Ebeling, Willow Faiella, 
Emmett Havers, Nathan Hayden, Weston 
Hetrick, Greyson Johnson, Connor Kuhhorn, 
Anthony Lopez, Logan Lyall, Olive Macina, 
Ivan Rinaldi, Geovanny Merchan Bermeo, 
Alicia Miller, Auwaab Mohammed Murtada, 
Ace Owen, Negatu Price, Adrian Quezada, 
Tallix Roan, Landon Soltish, Lyra Staab, Ella-
marie Tejada, Daniel Tschang, Emery Vergo-
lina, Lily Vogrincic, Colin Witkowski

Honor Roll
Mateo Alarcon, Janaly Alvarado, Riley 

Anderson, Sarp Bagriyanik, James Bailey, 
Marcus Brooks Jr., Gabriela Diaz, Sofia 
Dunay, Braedan Eraca, Shaniya Evans, 
Grace Fleming, Natalia Garcia, Lucien Guido 
Taylor, London Hernandez, Pixie Kimberg, 
Gabriella Larsson, Michael MacDougall, 
Ralph Marinaccio IV, Ramiro Martinez Jr., 

Scarlett Mckimmey, Michael Medina, Dezire 
Neely, Yailin Novas Perez, Dakota O’Dell, 
Avyanna Olvera, Amber Perez-Sample, Riley 
Peterson, Noah Postolan, Dion Qelaj, Leela 

Ramdeen, Sanaa Richardson, De’Jaun Rigby, 
Sophia Romero, Jonathan Saraceno, Warren 
Spatta, Hannah Spencer, Mia Tapia, Everett 
VanCott, Jaliyah Vasquez, Callie Winther

Students recognized for 
fourth-quarter grades
Grade 12
Principal’s List

Julian Ambrose, Edward Bauer, Kate 
Bolte, Zach Cannova, Betsy Cates, matteo 
Cervone, Alex Danilov, Ryan Eng-Wong, Sara 
Ferreira, Elliott Goldberg, Amanda Johan-
son, Matthew Junjulas, Raunaq Kapoor, 
Rowen Kuzminski, Mary Mikalsen, Caroline 
Nelson, Helen Nicholls, Mairead O’Hara, 
Nino Perricone, Kaelyn Powlis, Rhys 
Robbins, Thomas Rockett, Josephine Russell 
Jarmusch, Aidan Sabatini, Sophie Sabin, 
Fiona Shanahan, Roy Smith, Will Sniffen, 
Aidan Sullivan-Hoch, Jackson Twoguns, Liv 
Villella, Lucas Vladimiroff, Jillian Weinpahl

High Honor Roll
Sam Bates, Will Bradley, Carmela Cofini, 

Chase Coulson, Celia Drury, Maya Gelber, 
Dylan Horan, Ella Hotaling, Kate Jordan, 
Charlie Keegan, August Lee, John marra-
Willis, Albina McFadden, Nate McPherson, 
John Peters, Gabe Petty, Daniel Phillips, 
Chloe Rowe, Brennan Spruck, Conrad White

Honor Roll
Ben Bozsik, Olivia Flanagan, Jesse 

Hagen, Diego Haskell-Ramirez, Madeleine 
Knox, Walker Tinsley, Sofia Wallis

Grade 11
Principal’s List

Scott Bailey, Lily Benson, Vanja Booth, 
Liliana Cappello, Quinlynn Carmicino, Liam 
Gaugler, Evan Giachinta, Clement Gross-
man, Jeremy Hall, Colin Hopkins, Made-
leine Hutz, Finola Kiter, Ronan Kiter, Helena 
Kottman, Amelia Kupper, Elaine Llewelyn, 
Gabe Lunin-Pack, Trajan McCarthy, Camilla 
McDaniel, Ella Mekeel, Matthew Nacham-
kin, Ellen O’Hara, Percy Parker, Eloise 
Pearsall, Ruby Poses, Emily Tomann, Ryan 
Van Tassel, Joseline Vasquez, Max Westphal

High Honor Roll
Alissa Buslovich, William Busselle, 

Frankie DiGiglio, Luca DiLello, Ivy Heydt-
Benjamin, Olivia Knox, Mac Lake, Lola 
Mahoney, John Mangan, Jacqueline 
Muth, Henry O’Neil, Simon Pieza, Keira 
Russell, Olivia Scanga, Julie Shields, Harley 
Sporbert, Nick Stathos, Claudio Zizzi

Honor Roll
Jon Bastys, Alexandra Busselle, Delaney 

Corless, Oscar Donahue, Emily Gilleo, 
Sarah Jones, Mary Junjulas, Isadora Kaye, 
Michael Murray, Dylan Rucker, Dashiell 
Santelmann, Iain Starr, MacKenzie Warren

Grade 10
Principal’s List

Amelia Alayon, Domenica Awananch, 
Dahlia Beck, Dustin Berkley, Alexandra 
Cairns, Judine Cox, Marc Firpo, Josephine 
Foley-Hedlund, Robert Freimark, Scotia Hart-
ford, Helen Hutchison, Micah Morales, Brandt 
Robbins, Julian Schwarz, Brendan Shanahan, 
Keira Shanahan, Matthew Silhavy, Caroline 
Sniffen, Ashley Sousa, Dana Spiegel

High Honor Roll
Emilia (Gray) Cardoso, Brody Corless, 

Christopher Coronel, Kira Drury, Hunter 
Erickson, Louis Ferreira, Andalou Frezza, 
Leif Heydt-Benjamin, Frederick Hohen-
berger, Catherine Horton, Zohra Kapoor, 
Sophie Koch, Thomas Locitzer, Gabby 
Perilli, Charles Rowe, Shaun Russell, Laurel 
Sassano, Nate Stickle, Crystal Simmons

Honor Roll
Claire Bolte, Edwin Dubroff, Christian 

Ferreira, John Illian, Frank Lanza, Rain 

Lee, Oliver Petkus, Jake Powers, Jake 
Thomas, Jayden Treloar 

Grade 9
Principal’s List

Ada Caccamise, Eleanor Chew, Alexander 
Del Pozo, Louise Denehy, Diego DiGiglio, 
Leo DiGiovanni, Aine Dugan, Leo Grocott, 
Amelia Kaye, Sofia Kelly, Carl Kester, Nico-
las Lagerman, Seth Lunin-Pack, Elliott 
Mahoney, Ember Mahoney, Giovannina 
Manfredi, Nicolo Masella, Anna-Cath-
erine Nelson, William O’Hara, Marisa 
Peters, Maxwell Sanders, Louisa Schim-
ming, Tomas Simko, George Stubbs, Owen 
Sullivan-Hoch, Ty Villella, Roth Westphal

High Honor Roll
Dylan Ambrose, Luke Bozsik, Philip 

Cappello, James Frommer, Lincoln McCar-
thy, Owen Powers, Kayla Ruggiero, Tyler 
Schacht, Henry Schimming, Luke Tippett, 
Jasmine Wallis

Honor Roll
Anthony Bailey, Molly Bernstein, Lyla 

(Lenny) Chandler, Savannah Duggan, 
Ryder Griffin, Ryder Henricksen, Cooper 
Maletz, Kris Mejia, Megan Powell, Saman-
tha Thomas, Merrick Williams

Haldane High School Honor Roll

(Continued from Page 16)

All 2023 High School and College Graduates  
in Philipstown and Beacon will receive

a free FRIEND membership to The Current
to help you stay connected to all that  
is happening in your hometown.

Just sign up at:

highlandscurrent.org/gradgift
Then every Friday for the next 12 months you’ll  
have a new digital Current in your inbox.

Questions? Email:

membership@highlandscurrent.org

GRADUATES,
The Current
HAS A GIFT FOR YOU

January 10, 2020  
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Reader-Supported News for Philipstown and Beacon
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CALL TO ARMS — Mame Diba led the Haldane boys' varsity basketball team with 19 points in a victory over league rival North Salem 

on Jan. 4. The Blue Devils (6-2) will play Beacon on Jan. 17 in the first Battle of the Tunnel. For more, see Page 20.        Photo by Amy Kubik

One charged in fatal Philipstown hit-and-runBy Chip Rowe

T he Putnam County sheriff released 
three defendants awaiting trial in 
the county jail under the provisions 

of a new state bail law that went into effect 
on Jan. 1.

Sheriff Robert Langley Jr. said in a 
statement that the three men included an 
undocumented immigrant who in Octo-
ber allegedly struck and killed a 38-year-

old Philipstown resident on Route 9 near 
Horton Road and fled the scene.The defendant, Javier Lorenzano-Fercano, 

40, was taken into custody by agents from 
the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment upon his release from the jail, accord-
ing to the Sheriff’s Department. After being 
arrested in Dutchess County the day after 
the October crash and charged with leaving 
the scene of a fatal accident, a felony, he was 
being held in Carmel on $25,000 cash bail 
or $50,000 bond.

Lorenzano-Fercano appeared in Philip-(Continued on Page 8)

Putnam Sheriff  Releases Three Defendants Under Bail Law

(Continued on Page 8)

Cell Tower Settlement Draws CrowdsSome Nelsonville residents urge board to fi ght on By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

N elsonville residents packed Village Hall twice this week to express their dismay, frustration and, in 
some cases, support for a proposed settle-
ment to lawsuits filed by telecommunica-
tions firms after the village rejected plans 
for a cell tower on a ridge above the Cold 
Spring Cemetery. Lawyers for Nelsonville and the tele-

com companies negotiated the settle-
ment, which would allow a 95-foot tower 
disguised as a fir tree.The debate spread across Monday and 

Wednesday nights (Jan. 6 and 8) as the 
mayor and four trustees heard feedback 
on an agreement that would end federal 
lawsuits filed by Homeland Towers and 
its partner, Verizon Wireless, and AT&T 
Mobility, which intends to use the Home-
land-Verizon tower. The companies sued in June 2018 after 

the Zoning Board of Appeals denied a 
permit for a 110-foot tower on a parcel on 
Rockledge Road. A dead end, Rockledge 
connects to Moffatt Road, which twists 
uphill from Route 9D past rural and 
suburban properties at the southern end 
of Nelsonville and Cold Spring.

Proposed by new mayor at his fi rst meeting
By Jeff  Simms

A fter winning an election dominated by talk of development, new Beacon Mayor Lee Kyriacou wasted little 
time addressing the issue this week, setting 
the stage for a pair of community forums 
and refreshing the rosters of the city’s Plan-

ning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals. 
The City Council, which also has two 

new members — Air Rhodes and Dan 
Aymar-Blair, representing Wards 2 and 4, 
respectively — agreed on Monday (Jan. 6) 
to hold two forums before Beacon’s mora-
torium on new development expires on 
March 3. The dates and locations are to be 
determined, but the council agreed to hold 
one forum on a weeknight and the other 
during a weekend. 

City Administrator Anthony Ruggiero 
said he would come to the council’s next 
workshop on Jan. 13 with dates and draft 
agendas for the council to review. Each of the forums will include two 

segments — one on procedure, to give resi-
dents a better understanding of the nuts 
and bolts of planning and development, 
followed by a question-and-answer/public 
comment session. 

Beacon to Hold Forums on Development

(Continued on Page 6)

Sue Serino on Nov. 7 announced the introduction of two bills that would revise the 

bail-reform law. At left are Deputies Carmine Romeo and Gene Aiken of the Dutchess 

County Sheriff's Office.                     NY Senate photo
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Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling
75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

coaching10516@gmail.com | 914-443-4723 | Call for initial free evaluation

Sara Dulaney MA, CASAC, CARC

Certified Recovery Coaching

Wellspring Resources, LLCWellspring Resources, LLC
Your source for recovery support

Professional, experienced guide for a  
rewarding life free from addictions.

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

 

121 MAIN ST.  COLD SPRING, N.Y.

 
Altars and Alterings 

Ada Pilar Cruz | Gretchen Kane 

Gallery Hours: Fri: 3:30pm to 6:30pm  sat|sun: 12pm to 5pm 

June 30th through July 30th   2023 

WWW.BUSTERLEVIGALLERY.COM
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FOR SALE

2004 SILVER CHEVY SUBURBAN -- Four-wheel 
drive, 120,000 miles, cream leather seats, 
heated seats. Excellent running condition. 
$4,500. Call Clara at 914-497-0866.

SERVICES

CONCIERGE SERVICES — Attention Busy 
Professionals and Active Seniors: Mature 
Columbia University alum available to assist 
with your personal-admin needs, light-duty 
household chores, scheduling medical 
appointments and contractors, event planning, 
shopping, some cooking and driving, house-
sitting, some pet care. Excellent references. 
Hourly rates. Prefer an exclusive live-on 
premises arrangement if we work well together. 
Call Thomas at 914-621-2703. Thank you.

HEALING BODYWORK — With Joy Matalon. 
Featured in NY Magazine as “one of the 15 best 
massage therapists offering CranialSacral 
Therapy,” with a specialty in SomatoEmotional 
Release. In addition, I offer Swedish massage 
incorporating CranialSacral Therapy. Trained 

in Medical Massage, Process Acupuncture, 
Meditation and Foot Reflexology with over 
30 years’ experience. Garrison and Ossining 
locations. House calls available. Call 914-519-
8138 or visit Joymatalon.com.

FOR RENT

COLD SPRING OFFICE — 3182 Route 9 
Plaza, 400 to 1,200 square feet, second floor, 
with private bath, kitchenette and parking. 
Call Ron at 914-490-9606.

GARRISON HOME — Charming country house 
for rent. 1,650 square foot, 2 BR + office + 
den, LR w/fireplace, beautiful quiet country 
setting on Old Albany Post Road, 2-car garage, 
vegetable garden, $3,800/mo + utilities. 
Available Aug 1. Call 914-720-9150.

FREE

MATTE BLACK WROUGHT IRON SHELVES 
— Two horizontal freestanding shelves. Can 
be stacked. Heavy and very strong. Industrial-
modern style. Email poorbaughc@gmail.com.

Current Classifieds

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted?  
Place your ad here for $9.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds

Sheila Blair (1961-2023)

Sheila Ann Blair, 61, a 
lifelong Beacon resident, 
died June 22 at her home.

She was born in Cold 
Spring on July 16, 1961, the 
daughter of Louis and Doris (Booth) Blair.

Sheila worked as a bus driver for the 
Beacon City Schools for 17 years, until her 
retirement; her family said she thoroughly 
enjoyed her work. She loved children and was 
neighborhood mom to many. She also loved 
animals, especially her cat Harry and her dog 
Oreo-Annie. Sheila was a photographer and 
enjoyed auctions and finding treasures.

She is survived by her children, Louis Kitz-
weger and Sarah Erikson; her companion, 
Michael Musacchio; her grandsons, Brandon 
Sypek, Jayson Kitzweger and Michael Erik-
son; and her brother, William Blair (Ruth).

Her family will gather to celebrate Shei-
la’s life on her birthday, July 16, from 1 to 3 
p.m. at Libby Funeral Home, 55 Teller Ave., 
in Beacon. A funeral service will be offered 
at 2:30 p.m.

Michael Junjulas (1969-2023)

Michael P. Junjulas, 
54, a longtime resident 
of Cold Spring, died June 
24, surrounded by family 
members.

He was born Feb. 5, 1969, on Staten Island, 
the son of Charles and Ann Marie Junjulas.

Michael graduated from Haldane High 
School in 1987 and enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force, where he served for 29 years until his 
retirement in 2017 as a senior master sergeant. 

On Sept. 24, 1994, he married Patricia 
Smith at Our Lady of Loretto in Cold Spring.

Michael was a member of the Cold Spring 
Fire Co., the Cold Spring Lions Club, the 
American Legion and the Knights of 
Columbus in Cold Spring and Beacon. He 
served on the Haldane school board and the 
Historic District Review Board.

He is survived by his wife, Patricia; 

his father; his children, Patrick, Stephen, 
Matthew and Christine; his brothers, Charles 
Junjulas (Diane) and Kevin Junjulas (Janine); 
his mother-in-law, Mary Jane Smith; and his 
brother-in-law, Stephen Smith. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was cele-
brated on June 27 at Our Lady of Loretto, 
followed by interment with military honors 
at Cold Spring Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be made to 
Disabled American Veterans (dav.org).

Jerry Sullivan (1956-2023)

Gerald T. “Jerry” Sullivan, 
66, of Beacon, died June 17 
at his home.

He was born July 31, 1956, 
in Beacon, the son of Gerald 
and Margaret (Keenan) Sullivan. After 
graduating from Beacon High School, Jerry 
began work for Metro-North. He retired in 
2016 after 42 years of service.

Jerry was a life member of St. Rocco’s Soci-
ety and a member of the Southern Dutchess 
Country Club. He enjoyed golf and fishing 
and was a lifelong Giants fan. He was also 
a cat lover.

He is survived by his son, Brian Sullivan; 
his brothers, Tim Sullivan (Liz) and Pat Sulli-
van; his sister-in-law, Helen Sullivan; his 
former sister-in-law, Janice Sullivan; and his 
nieces and nephews, Kiana DelBianco (Chris), 
Kelsey Sullivan (Bobby), Tara Kosloski (Matt), 
Conner Sullivan (Lauren) and Kyle Sullivan.

A funeral service was held June 23 at 
Riverview Funeral Home by Halvey in 
Beacon. Memorial donations can be made 
to the Animal Rescue Foundation (arfbea-
con.org), or any animal shelter.

O B I T U A R I E S

Beacon
Gail Groza, 73 
Jean Lee, 76

Mary Oliver, 88 
Nancy Powell, 92

Other Recent Deaths

For more obituaries,  
see highlandscurrent.org/obit.
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ACROSS
1. Crouch, like catcher in 

baseball
6. Jousting weapon
7. ___ Sketch (mechanical 

drawing toy)
8. Earnhardt and Carnegie
9. 2012 Taylor Swift album

DOWN
1. Snow day coaster
2. Doha’s land
3. ____ Vanya (Chekhov play)

4. Hurt all over
5. Sushi bar quaffs

For interactive sudoku and crossword answers, see highlandscurrent.org/puzzles.

A
nsw

ers for June 2
3

 P
uzzles

Unique Gifts, Toys, Puzzles  
for the Whole Family

86 Main St. Cold Spring, NY 10516

Shop in store or online at   

www.thegifthut.com

5 8 3 2 9 4 1 7 6

1 7 2 6 5 8 9 3 4

4 6 9 1 3 7 2 8 5

3 4 6 5 8 1 7 2 9

9 1 8 4 7 2 5 6 3

7 2 5 9 6 3 8 4 1

2 5 4 8 1 6 3 9 7

8 3 1 7 4 9 6 5 2

6 9 7 3 2 5 4 1 8

CrossCurrent ACROSS

1. America’s uncle
4. Dracula author Stoker
8. Leftovers recipe
12. Chinese chairman
13. Roof overhang
14. Arizona tribe
15. Samovar
16. On the rocks
17. Hurler Hershiser
18. Syriana Oscar winner
21. British ref. work
22. Caribou kin
23. Gold-loving king
26. “See ya!”
27. Scale abbr.
30. Privy to
31. “Of course”
32. Cheer (for)
33. Joke
34. Chic, to Austin Powers
35. Five dozen
36. Droop
37. Iota

38. 1997 film starring Nicole 
Kidman and 18-Across

45. Only
46. Algeria’s neighbor
47. Granada gold
48. “Mamma Mia” group
49. La Scala solo
50. Apprehend
51. Katy Perry hit song
52. Adolescent
53. Ninny

DOWN

1. Overconfident
2. Bern’s river
3. Stereo alternative
4. Linen shades
5. Sped
6. Opposite of “sans”
7. Musical mixes
8. Trembled
9. Undecided
10. Duel tool
11. Sly

19. Reddish horse
20. Flamenco cheer
23. Top Gun target
24. — jiffy
25. Pooch
26. Nap site
27. Bagel topper
28. Automaton, for short
29. Hog haven
31. Pad you bring to exercise 

class
32. Ms. Moreno
34. West of Hollywood
35. Ape
36. Asparagus unit
37. Prove untrue
38. Despot
39. Vagrant
40. Exile isle
41. Give a darn
42. Hawaiian coffee
43. Historic periods
44. Filches

Puzzles

© 2023 King Features
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sudoCurrent WordLadders
Can you go from PLACE to POUCH in 6 words? 
Change one letter for each rung in the ladder.

PLACE

POUCH

CrossWord
MICro

Puzzle Page Sponsored by

PRIDE
PRIME
GRIME
GRIPE
GRAPE
FRAPE
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Most prints of the Declaration of Independence, such as this one, are made from a copperplate engraving created in 1823 by William J. Stone. At that point, 
the original parchment document was already fading. It is now at the National Archives but so faint it is nearly impossible to read.


