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BEAT THE HEAT — Preschool and kindergarten students spent the last day of summer camp on July 21 at St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church in Garrison with the sprinklers on.  Photo by Ross Corsair

Elected Officials 
and Public 
Confront Storm 
Damage
Look for money now and 
resiliency going forward
By Liz Schevtchuk Armstrong

Municipalities at opposite ends of 
Route 301 are considering future 
approaches, urgent repairs and 

immediate financing as they contend with 
flood damage from the storms that inun-
dated Putnam County earlier this month, 
hitting Philipstown particularly hard. 

President Joe Biden on July 22 approved a 
request from Gov. Kathy Hochul for a “major 
disaster declaration” that will allow federal 
funds to flow to communities affected by 
flooding across upstate New York, includ-
ing those in Dutchess and Putnam counties.

The declaration gives counties access to 
financial support, including low-interest 
recovery loans, for debris removal, emer-
gency protective measures and repairs to 
public buildings, roads, bridges, water and 

(Continued on Page 9)

A door on Secor Street in Nelsonville 
showed the flood line. Photo by L.S. Armstrong

By Jeff Simms

Fifteen rising Beacon High School 
juniors and seniors returned from 
Germering, Germany earlier this 

month, completing the first year of an 
exchange program that began when their 
German counterparts traveled to Beacon 
last fall. 

The Beacon students, who came home 

July 9, spent two weeks abroad and 
visited Munich, Süssen and Dachau, the 
first concentration camp established 
by the Nazis. Their home base was Max 
Born Gymnasium, a secondary school in 
Germering, just west of Munich. 

Beacon Firm, Parents Launch Student Exchange Program

(Continued on Page 7)

School district wrestles with access to ‘signature experiences’

(Continued on Page 17)

What’s behind those patches 
on the mountain?
By Brian PJ Cronin

I am bad at keeping in 
touch with people, 
which partly explains 

why I only talk to Clive Jones every seven years. 
Jones is an ecologist who works at the 

Cary Institute in Millbrook and a specialist 
in the gypsy moth. In 2016, when patches of 
brown appeared on the north side of Mount 
Beacon, I called Jones to find out why. A 
year after we published a story, the trees had 
recovered, as Jones suggested they would. 

When brown patches reappeared on 
Mount Beacon a few weeks ago, I dismissed 
it as the return of the gypsy moth. But local 
Facebook groups filled with panicked 
queries from people who wanted to know 
why there were suddenly swarms of these 
strange brown moths flinging themselves 
against porch lights. Where did they come 
from? Were they dangerous? 

I called Jones. Some significant things 
have changed since the last time we spoke. 

Out There

Mount Beacon Brown-Out
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By Brian PJ Cronin

Joseph Pries is the state forest ranger 
for Putnam and Dutchess counties. 
Earlier this month, he and seven other 

rangers spent 14 days in Quebec fighting 
wildfires that have burned 23.7 million 
acres and sent smoke into the Highlands 
and across the eastern and central U.S.

What did you do in Canada?
We were sent to an area under the lines 

that supply power to a lot of Quebec, and 
even as far south as New York City. A lot of it 
was chasing smoke in the black [areas that 
had already burned] to make sure the fires 
didn’t reignite. There were large pockets of 
unburned fuel. If those took off again, and 
there was a big wind, they could create spot 
fires by throwing embers.

You were assigned to the Micoua Fire 
Complex, which covers 40,600 acres. 
Is that the biggest fire you’ve fought?

No, the biggest was a fire that covered a 
million acres in Alaska in 2009. As in Quebec, 
there was rain, but rain doesn’t do it all. There 
are still hot spots and smoldering when the 

sun comes out, but it’s under the roots. At that 
point, the fires are underground. When it gets 
underground, it’s not easy to put out unless 
you’re digging with hand tools. In both fires, 
that’s what we were doing.

Besides their size, how did the fires in 
Quebec compare to ones you fight in 
New York?

The terrain and vegetation are different. 
They have steep cliffs that are impassable. 
We had to use helicopters to get around, 
because otherwise you’re going to be driv-
ing for six hours in an ATV. In New York, 
most of the time the fire is close enough to 

a road that we can walk to it. 

Why do these fires take so long to put out?
A lot of it is the drought. It was a lot drier 

than they were expecting. They’ve had 150 
new fires from one thunderstorm. That’s 
astronomical. I’ve never heard of so many 
fires starting in one day. They think they’ll 
burn until the snow starts falling. We were 
trying to put out our fire 100 percent, no 
smoke, because it was by power lines. They 
use infrared from helicopters to seek out 
hot spots and make sure they’re completely 
out, but they can only use infrared in certain 
conditions. For instance, they can’t fly when 
it’s raining, and they can’t use infrared when 
it’s too hot or sunny. If they want to keep 
that fire 100 percent out, they have to find 
the right time to fly up there and use the 
infrared. If they find something, they have 
to send in more crews. 

How long does it take a forest to 
recover from fires like this?

It could take years. But I’ve seen forests 
down here — if it’s the right time of year, 
especially spring fires — it’ll burn off the 
top layer of leaf litter and you’ll have ferns 
in two weeks. It depends on how deep the 
fire burns into the ground. If it gets super-
heated, it can ruin the seedbed. In New 
York, we have these pitch-pine cones that 
only open up when they’re burned. Up 
there, I’d say it’ll be a couple of years before 
they start getting that regeneration.

FIVE QUESTIONS: JOSEPH PRIES

When it’s hot and 
humid, where would 

you rather be?

By Michael Turton

Jeff Consaga, Cold Spring

In a cool, deep lake, 
like Lake Valhalla.

At home, lying in a 
hammock under a 

shade tree, reading.

I think I’d rather 
be in South Korea.

Nam Richard Syrek, Garrison

Seol Turner, Beacon

A burned area in Quebec 

Pries and the other members of the New York crew DEC (3)

Joseph Pries
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Storm runoff
Like Jon Kiphart, whose letter appeared 

in the July 21 issue, I am a volunteer for 
the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail 
and Snow Network. My station is NY-DT-
23. Thanks to Jon for his reliable report-
ing from North Highlands. I’m an avid
gardener and, when I’m out of town, I
use his reports to determine if I need to
remotely activate a sprinkler. His is the
closest station to mine, and it’s by far the
most accurate report I can rely on.

I’ve tried to get other Beaconites to join 
CoCoRaHS; a couple of friends ordered the 
rain gauge but haven’t signed up yet. I’d love 
to see more observers in our area. The varia-
tion in rainfall after a storm on the CoCo-
RaHS map is astounding.

Jesse Stacken, Beacon

Re: David Ostrowski’s letter in the July 
21 issue about his experience stuck on the 
train in the July 9 storm: It’s unfortunate 
that Metro-North could not coordinate 
better with Mother Nature. With all our 
technology, it should have been able to 
tell exactly what was going to happen and 
when, and provided three-star meals and 
spring water from Fiji.

What happened was utterly unaccept-
able and ridiculous. No civilized human 

should ever be subjected to such torture 
and deprivation, let alone the possible sinis-
ter actions of gun-toting police who love 
to walk around in knee-deep water near 
live tracks. What about that boulder that 
plopped itself on the tracks? What nerve! 
Why it couldn’t find a more convenient 
place to land I’ll never know.

May I humbly suggest that Mr. Ostrowski 
enlist a pilot next time to take him to the 
city and leave us common folk to deal with 
the vagaries of the weather, Metro-North 
and almighty God.

Mary Fris, Beacon

Beacon parking
Metered parking would ruin Beacon 

(“Wide Angle: The High Cost of Free Park-
ing,” July 7). Compared to other places 
I’ve lived, Beacon is heaven. I seldom have 
to park more than one block from where 
I want to be. Try living in White Plains, 
where you always worry if you will find a 
space, how much it will cost and if you will 
need to feed the meter. 

Has paid parking encouraged visitors to 
shop and eat in downtown Poughkeepsie or 
Peekskill? In contrast, Beacon is thriving.

Stowe Boyd asked: “How can we achieve 
the goal of having a few parking spaces 
available on every block so that a resident 

can drive to Main Street, park, pick up a 
prescription and drop off dry cleaning, 
without having to park three blocks away?” 

Why should this be the goal? Is it that 
bad to have them walk past a few other 
businesses on the block? Maybe they’ll 
discover a shop or restaurant they haven’t 
seen. Would residents rather have visitors 
park in front of their homes to avoid paying 
for parking on Main and adjacent blocks?

I spend thousands of dollars a year in 
businesses on Main Street. I don’t live 
within walking distance, so I must take my 
car, but with so many other nearby places 
with free parking, I and others will go else-
where. We can easily reach the villages of 
Fishkill and Wappingers, as well as any 
place on Route 9, where parking is free. 
Many, if not most, of the weekend visitors 
to Beacon arrive by train and won’t contrib-
ute to metered parking, but it might make 
our Main Street look less quaint to them.

I hope the survey conducted by the Main 
Street Access Committee sampled days 
other than a 60-degree day during leaf 
peeper season. Nothing good will come 
from meters in Beacon.

Roberta West, Beacon

Beacon should close Main Street to cars, 
such as they have done in Burlington, 
Vermont, which is amazing for residents, 
businesses and tourists. Less space for cars, 
more space for people.

Jennaway Pearson, via Instagram

Actors’ strike
Actors chose to enter a career with low 

pay and no benefits (“Actors Say They’re 
Striking to Make Ends Meet,” July 21). 
Change your career, like thousands have to. 
They should have selected a better career 
with benefits.

Christopher Stearns, via Facebook

Literally, who cares. Get a real job to 
support yourself and make acting your 
hobby until or if it works out.

Billy Guilbault, via Facebook

Boardinghouse
The owner of the boardinghouse on 

Wolcott Avenue should be allowed to build 
what was there. He was in the process of 
rebuilding when he got burnt out, outside of 
his control (“Beacon Boardinghouse Denied 
but Appeal Expected,” July 21).

Luis Galarza, via Facebook

Prison plan
New York should transfer ownership of these 

former prison properties to the local munici-
palities and let their futures be dictated by 
those communities (“State Accepting Propos-
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It was a dump and the owner 
a stop-work order for working w
out a permit.

Nick Poholchuk, via Faceb
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Home of the Highlands Choral Society
HIGHLANDS  CHAPEL

216 MAIN STREET COLD SPRING, NY

HIGHLANDSCHAPEL.ORG

THIS SUNDAY

JULY 30 @ 11:00 AM
FOR WORSHIP
REFLECTION 
& SONG

”

REFLECTIONS

GARDENING

“

LIFE
ON MY
MATTHEW  
WEIGMAN:

AUGUST AT TCCC
SAT., AUGUST 5TH, 7:30 PM

Kieran Kane and  
Rayna Gellert  

Celebrated Americana  
Singer/Songwriters

FRI., AUGUST 11TH, 6:00 PM

Professor Louie and the 
Crowmatix 

On our outdoor stage!

SUN., AUGUST 13TH, 3:00 PM

Poets’ Corner Open Mic 
Featuring Stacey Z Lawrence 

SAT., AUGUST 19TH, 7:30 PM

The Man Without a World,  
Cine Concert  

With Alicia Svigals and  
Donald Sosin

FARMERS’ MARKET  
WITH LIVE MUSIC

FRIDAYS, 3:00 TO 6:30 PM
until August 25TH

Visit TompkinsCorners.org  
for info, tickets, and links.

als for Former Prison,” July 21).
The state wants to increase our popu-

lation through the construction of hous-
ing, and our tax-base-growth-loving local 
governments are bound to comply. But 
what if we instead look at these proper-
ties through the lens of their potential to 
improve the well-being, financial security 
and educational opportunities of the people 
who already live here? 

Maybe a trade school that focuses on 
green-energy technologies, an agricultural 
research and education hub, or an arts and 
technology camp? Instead of trying to solve 
the problems of growth with more growth 
through the construction of “affordable” 
housing units, let’s focus on ensuring our 
neighbors can afford to live where they 
already are.

Derek Enos, via Instagram

Twenty percent affordable housing? How 
about 100 percent?

Paul Yeaple, via Instagram

Plant favorite
Bottlebrush buckeye is my favorite shrub 

and we have a few on our property (“Roots 
and Shoots: Mid-Season Highlights,” July 21). 
I always wondered why people do not plant 
it more often. It grows well here in Philip-
stown — I’ve spotted a few around Lane Gate 

Road and while heading toward Beacon that 
are quite spectacular. It’s deer resistant but 
butterflies and other pollinators love it.

Kevin Burke, Philipstown

Haldane members
I appreciate that Derek Graham took 

the time to review the draft of our campus 
master plan and I encourage other commu-
nity members to do the same (Letters and 
Comments, July 21).

In his calculations of the cost per square 
foot of our plan, Mr. Graham took the cost 
of Project 1 — listed as $35,731,676 — and 
divided it by the increase in square foot-
age to the high school (18,946) to arrive at 
$1,886 per square foot. 

But it does not appear that Mr. Graham 
incorporated all elements of Project 1. It 
includes an addition to the high school but 
also many renovations to existing space 
which do not increase the square footage 
of our buildings. These include renova-
tions to each building’s entry vestibule to 
ensure secure entry and exit of students 
and visitors, the renovation of several 
student support spaces, expanding acces-
sibility in each of our buildings, various 
site-work improvements to improve vehicu-
lar and pedestrian movement throughout 
our campus and other improvements that 
are listed in detail in the plan. 

These details, including cost estimates 
per square foot where applicable, escalation 

estimates and contingencies, are listed in 
the appendix.  

Project 2 and Project 3 are organized in 
a similar manner and also include build-
ing additions and renovations. I believe 
the renovations and site improvements for 
these projects also were not factored into 
Mr. Graham’s analysis and led him to very 
high cost-per-square-foot figures. 

This fall our district will be facilitat-

ing several opportunities for commu-
nity members to come to understand the 
proposed projects included in the campus 
master plan after the Board of Education 
has formally adopted it.

Philip Benante, Cold Spring
Benante is the Haldane superintendent.

(Continued from Page 4)

Primary vaccination:   76.7%  72.2%

Boosted:    21.8%  24.5%

Positive tests, 7-day average:  13.0%  14.5%
Number of deaths:   149 (0)  751 (0)

Source: State Health Department, as of July 25 (vaccine data as of July 21). Boosted is the percentage 
of people eligible for additional shots who are up to date. Numbers in parentheses are changes since 
June 26. Note: Because of the small incremental changes to the vaccination numbers, we print this 
chart in the last issue of each month, although updates are made more frequently online.

Philipstown/CS: 88.7%   
Garrison: 83.4%

Beacon: 68.7%

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERSCOVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

Philipstown/CS: 32.5% 
Garrison: 25.7%

Beacon: 20.2%

PUTNAM DUTCHESS

HOWLAND
CULTURAL

CENTER

4 7 7  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  B e a c o n ,  N Y  1 2 5 0 8
w w w. h o w l a n d c u l t u r a l c e n t e r. o r g  ( 8 4 5 )  8 3 1 - 4 9 8 8

f a c e b o o k . c o m / h o w l a n d c e n t e r b e a c o n
h o w l a n d c u l t u r a l c e n t e r t i x . c o m

ARGENTINE TANGO at Long Dock - July 31 - FREE
LIT LIT - Aug 4

BLIND TIGER - Aug 11
Check our website + media for more events,  info + tickets

Fri. July 28 – 7-10 PM
OPEN MIC NIGHT (plus acoustic song circle)

Lottery begins at 6:45 - Performers start at 7
Doors open at 6:15 - Suggested $5 donation 

Sat + Sun – July 29 + 30 – 1-5 PM
The Lattimore Studio of Fine Art

Student Art Exhibition
Sat – August 12 – 7 PM

DAVID AMRAM & HIS QUARTET
Don't miss this special night with one of the

living legends of American music. 
Said Pete Seeger:  “He’s one of the most talented 

musicians in the universe!” (New York Times)
Tix adv $35 or $50 at the door - howlandculturalcentertix.com

HOWLAND CULTURAL CENTER - FUNDRAISER

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.
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Market Report (June)

New Listings

Closed Sales

Days on Market

Median Price

% List Received

Inventory

8

12

26

$581,000

103.7

21

10

9

53

$550,000

99.8

23

19

10

66

$863,750

95.4

41

19

6

65

$870,000

98.4

35

Beacon
2022 20222023 2023

Philipstown

Source: Hudson Gateway Association of Realtors (hgar.com). Excludes condos. Philipstown includes Cold Spring, Garrison and Nelsonville.

Real Estate

ELAINE THOMAS  |  CENTURY 21 ALLIANCE REALTY
CELL: 845-590-6450  EMAIL: elainethomasrealestate@yahoo.com

SPONSORED BY

Mid-Hudson: Board Issues 
18 Marijuana Licenses
Raises number to 44 for  
retail sales in region

The New York State Cannabis Control 
Board on July 19 issued 212 licenses for 

recreational marijuana shops, including 18 
for the Mid-Hudson region.

The board has issued 463 dispensary 
licenses to applicants who were convicted of 
a marijuana-related offense before March 
31, 2021, or whose parent, spouse, child, 
guardian or dependent was convicted. It 
said it expects to have one more round of 
“justice-involved” licenses before accepting 
applications from the general public.

There have been 44 licenses issued in 
the Mid-Hudson, which includes Dutchess, 
Putnam, Ulster, Greene, Columbia, Orange 
and Westchester counties.

The latest round of licensees includes 
Angel Figueroa, who operates a consulting 
business in Highland Falls; Andrew Brink, 
owner of a tree-service company in Brews-
ter; Joan King, owner of the Little Kings & 
Queens Learning Center in Peekskill; and 
Troy Benson, owner of Ted Hill Pest Control 
in Carmel.

Ulster: Hikers Leave 
Chairs on Mountain
Ticketed for abandoning property in 
wilderness

The state Department of Environmental 
Conservation on July 8 ticketed three 

New Jersey hikers who carried Adiron-
dack chairs up Slide Mountain in northern 
Ulster County and refused to remove them.

The hikers said they planned to leave 
the chairs at the summit “for public use.” A 
ranger who met the group at the trailhead 
“explained it is illegal to leave the chairs,” 

the DEC said. When they refused to retrieve 
them, the ranger issued a ticket for aban-
doning property in a wilderness area and 
recruited a steward to help bring down the 
chairs.

Wappingers Falls:  
Park Tested for Lead
Follows news report about old cables

A Wappingers Falls park was closed last 
week to test its soil for elevated levels 

of lead.
The state Department of Health closed 

Temple Park, near Wappingers Creek, 
following a Wall Street Journal report that 
said old telecommunication cables may 
have contaminated the soil with lead. The 
state agency said it was closing the park 
“out of an abundance of caution” for test-
ing, according to the Poughkeepsie Journal.

The Wall Street Journal reported that 

lead cables left behind by AT&T, Verizon 
and other companies have been leaching 
lead at locations across the country. In 
Wappingers Falls, a permit showed cables 
had been installed under the creek bed.

Poughkeepsie: Dutchess 
Historical Plans Move
Will relocate to larger space in Village 
of Rhinebeck

The Dutchess County Historical Society 
plans to move soon from Poughkeepsie 

to the Village of Rhinebeck.
Founded in 1914, the DCHS has been 

located at the Clinton House in Poughkeepsie 
since 1979. Its new location will be on Route 
9 in a 5,000-square-foot renovated building 
formerly occupied by an appliance store.

The new space is about 20 percent larger 
and its layout will make the society collec-
tions more accessible to the public, Bill Jeff-
way, executive director of the DCHS, told 
The Daily Catch.

On July 18, the Rhinebeck Planning 
Board approved a special-use permit for 
DCHS to operate as a library on a parcel 
zoned for farm market/agricultural.

New Lebanon:  
Alleged Drunk Driver  
Had 9 Passengers
Stopped by police going 100 mph

A New York state trooper on Sunday (July 
23) pulled over a 2019 Honda Civic that 

was traveling at more than 100 mph in a 
45-mph zone southwest of Syracuse. 

A 16-year-old was arrested on four counts 
of driving while intoxicated. The car also 
had nine passengers, all minors, includ-
ing four under age 16. Two were riding in 
the trunk.

Three hikers were cited for leaving chairs on Slide Mountain in Ulster County. DEC

Around  
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It was at Max Born that Jürgen Biffar and 
Thomas Schneck, the founders of Docu-
Ware, a document management firm that 
celebrated the opening of its North Ameri-
can headquarters in Beacon this month, met 
as students. While German is not taught at 
Beacon High School, Kelly Ellenwood, the 
outgoing president of the parent-teacher-
student organization (PTSO) at the high 
school, said that Schneck approached her in 
2018 about setting up an exchange program. 

“A lot of European schools, they go all 
over the place,” Ellenwood said this week. 
“The No. 1 thing they want to do is go to 
New York.” 

Ellenwood crafted a proposal for Docu-
Ware, which agreed to fund about 20 
percent of the cost of an exchange program 
for Beacon students for three years. (The 
company also contributed to the cost of 
sending German students to Beacon.) 

The remainder of the cost was borne by 
the students’ families or generated through 
fundraising, such as a concessions booth at 
West Point hockey and basketball games. 
Some funding also came from the German-
American Partnership Program, which helps 
schools coordinate exchange programs, said 
Ellenwood, who participated in a “transfor-
mative” exchange program with a school 
in Finland when she was 17 and hosted a 
German student last fall. 

There are plans for Max Born students 
to again visit Beacon this fall, she said. 
The PTSO also hopes to organize another 
Beacon-to-Germering trip next year 
while Ellenwood drums up local business 
support. An information session for inter-
ested students will be held during the week 
of Aug. 21. Students or parents can email 
beaconhighptso@gmail.com for details. 

“We’ve created this great network of 
families” that hosted students in Beacon 
and/or sent students to Germany, Ellen-
wood said. “I feel like it’s going to continue 
to grow if we can keep doing this.”

The program operates independently 
of the Beacon City School District, which 
cannot contribute financially because it 
would be unfair to subsidize an optional 
trip for a handful of students, said Super-
intendent Matt Landahl. Instead, the 
district is focused on expanding what it 
calls “signature experiences” that impact 
larger numbers of students. 

He pointed to a sailing trip on the 
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater for fourth 
graders, a longstanding overnight camp-
ing trip for fifth graders and a Washing-
ton, D.C., trip for eighth-grade students as 
examples of what the district funds either 
completely or in part. In addition, every 
11th grader had a chance to visit Ellis Island 
last year — a trip that had been only open 
to advanced-placement students. 

A number of parents and students spoke 
to the school board about the German 
exchange program during a board meet-
ing last month. 

Josephine Mallon, a rising junior, said 
she found “lifelong friendship” when her 
family hosted a Max Born student last 
fall. “I’m so thankful that I got to meet her 
through this program,” Mallon said. 

Sarah Lynn Jafaar, who will also be a 
junior, described learning about another 
culture through the student her family 
hosted. “It was amazing to be able to learn 
that from another person,” she said. “I know 
most people in the program felt that way.” 

While board members said it was unclear 
if they were being asked for funding, the 
parents and students said they hoped the 
exchange program would continue. After-
ward, Landahl acknowledged the chal-
lenge of trying to provide equitable access 
to extracurricular experiences. 

“We have many students who have never 
stepped foot onto a college campus until 
late into their years in the district,” and 
others who have never been to New York 
City, he said. “These are things that also 
concern us, that we want to try as a district 
to start addressing. That’s going to take up 
an enormous amount of resources.”

The district is open to exchange programs 
for countries where Spanish or Italian is 
spoken, because both languages are taught at 
Beacon High School, the superintendent said. 
But if those opportunities arise, the district 
would not be able to pay for students to 
travel internationally.

Karen Decandia, a Rombout Middle School 
teacher who is the coordinator of the district’s 
world language department, is planning 
to take about 50 students to Costa Rica 
next spring. As with the Germany trip, 
the district will not pay for students who 
choose to travel with Decandia. 

Exchange Program (from Page 1)

Beacon students pose with the U.S. flag after their arrival on June 25 in Germering, Germany. Photos provided

The students visited Landshut, a city that straddles the River Isar in Bavaria.
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Dutchess IDA Approves 
Tompkins Terrace Credits
Beacon affordable housing complex to 
undergo renovation

Three weeks after rejecting the proposal, 
the board of the Dutchess County 

Industrial Development Agency (IDA) 
last month approved an agreement with 
Related Companies that will save the firm 
$472,000 in sales taxes on the acquisition 
and interior and exterior costs associated 
with its $14.5 million rehabilitation project 
at Tompkins Terrace, the 193-unit afford-
able housing complex in Beacon. 

The board initially rejected the tax break 
at its May 23 meeting, saying it had ques-
tions about a financing partner, said Sarah 
Lee, the IDA executive director. Once those 
questions were answered, she said, the board 
agreed that the credit was appropriate.

Putnam County Dropped 
From Lawsuit
NYC challenges migrant housing bans

A state Supreme Court judge on Wednes-
day (July 26) dismissed Putnam County 

from a lawsuit filed by New York City against 
counties that have banned it from renting 
hotel rooms to house migrants who are seek-
ing asylum in the U.S. 

New York City’s plan in May to bus 

migrants to hotels north of the city trig-
gered emergency declarations by county 
executives in dozens of counties. New York 
City officials, in turn, accused county offi-
cials of xenophobia and filed a lawsuit.

The judge dismissed the lawsuit against 
Putnam because County Executive Kevin 
Byrne had not extended his executive order. 
Instead, the county Legislature on July 5 
made it illegal for New York City to provide 
“temporary housing within Putnam, 
thereby creating a homeless shelter, with-
out first entering into a shared services 
agreement” with the county.

Byrne called the decision “welcome 
news,” and said “because of the swift reso-
lution of this case, the cost to taxpayers has 
been minimal.”

The judge also ruled that the lawsuit 
could be moved from state court to Rock-
land and Orange county courts.

Philipstown Hub Appoints  
Interim Director
Board says it wants ‘honest 
assessment’ of programs

The Philipstown Behavioral Health Hub 
in Cold Spring said on Tuesday (July 25) 

that it had appointed Christopher Owens 
as its interim executive director, succeed-
ing Laurie Sigalos, who left the organiza-
tion earlier this summer after a year in the 
job. No reason was given for her departure. 

Founded in 2019, the nonprofit Hub 
provides access to mental health and addic-
tion services.

Alexandra Dubroff, who chairs the Hub 
board, said it named Owens as interim 
director because it “wanted somebody who 
didn’t have a stake in the game” to “give 
us a clear vision of areas for improvement, 
assess our strengths and come in with a 
new perspective, without campaigning,” 
for the job.

“We want an honest assessment now, 
because the Hub is still a relatively young 
organization,” she said. 

Owens, who lives in New York City, was 
most recently chief of the re-entry bureau 
and director of the Alternatives to Incar-
ceration Programs for the Kings County 
district attorney in Brooklyn.

Attorney General Opposes 
PFAS Settlement
Argues it would leave taxpayers liable

New York Attorney General Letitia James 
on Wednesday (July 26) announced her 

opposition to a proposed class-action settle-
ment with the 3M Co. over drinking water 
contaminated with “forever chemicals.”

Dutchess County and Newburgh are among 
the public entities that would be eligible to 
receive a share of $11.5 billion that four compa-
nies have proposed paying to settle thousands 
of lawsuits over water supplies contaminated 
by per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or 
PFAS, that don’t easily break down in the 
environment and have been linked to cancer, 
thyroid disease, liver damage and other nega-
tive health effects.

“This proposed settlement would allow 
3M to skirt responsibility for their pollution 
and could leave taxpayers on the hook for 
expensive cleanup efforts,” James said in a 
statement. She joined 22 other state attor-
neys general in opposing the settlement.

 According to the New York Department 
of Health, PFAS have been detected in 
nearly 40 percent of public drinking water 
supplies in the state.

 

Wikipedia Unblocks  
Rep. Lawler
Congressman banned for editing 
personal page

Wikipedia agreed to unblock U.S. Rep. 
Mike Lawler’s username on July 12 

after the House member, whose district 
includes Philipstown, agreed to stop edit-
ing his page, which violates the site’s 
conflict-of-interest guidelines. 

Lawler’s office confirmed to The Daily 
Beast that the username Michaelvlawer 
belonged to the first-term representative, 
who narrowly defeated Sean Patrick Malo-
ney in the 2022 general election. 

Wikipedia agreed to unban that user-
name after Lawler wrote: “I am Michael 
Lawler and the edits previously made were 
strictly biographical and done to populate 
the page when it was first started over two 
years ago. I won’t be using the account to 
update the page.” 

Wikipedia asks that people “avoid edit-
ing or creating articles about yourself, your 
family, friends, colleagues, company, orga-
nization or competitors.” 

Putnam Reorganizes 
Highway Department
Rebrands agency as Public Works

Putnam County has reorganized its 
Highway and Facilities Department 

and rebranded it as the Department of 
Public Works to “better reflect the diverse 
scope of work and capabilities of the depart-
ment and its employees.” 

The Department of Public Works will 
include divisions of highways, facilities, 
engineering and parks. 

The county also added a list of upcoming 
and ongoing DPW projects online at putnam-
countyny.com/public-works/projects. 

Putnam Launches School 
Bus Safety Program
Deploys automatic stop-arm 
enforcement cameras

Putnam County has implemented a 
program that allows the county’s six 

school districts to install cameras near the 
stop-arms of their buses.

The technology will be provided by a firm 
called BusPatrol America, the county said, 
and will allow districts to record the license 
plates of vehicles that ignore the stop signs 
that buses extend when picking up or drop-
ping off students. 

The system also includes cameras inside 
the bus to monitor passengers. 

The county signed a five-year deal with 
BusPatrol. It said the program will be 
funded by fines issued to violators. 

Putnam Chorale Names 
New Conductor
Veteran music director teaches at 
Seton Hall

The Putnam Chorale announced on July 
10 that Jason Tramm will become its 

new music director and conductor. 
Tramm serves as associate professor and 

director of choral activities at Seton Hall 
University, where he leads the university’s 
chorus, chamber choir and orchestra. He 
served as artistic director of the New Jersey 
State Opera from 2008 to 2012. 
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CLOSING AUGUST 21
HENRY V

by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by DAVIS McCALLUM

CLOSING AUGUST 27
LOVE’S LABOR’S LOST

by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by AMANDA DEHNERT

original music by AMANDA DEHNERT & ANDRÉ PLUESS 

- The New Yorker

...this early comedy from the 
Bard is an ecstatic success.  

Come see what 
you’ve been 

missing! Scan 
for tickets.

N E W S  B R I E F S

Putnam County has implemented a 
program that allows the county’s six 
school districts to install cameras on 
their buses. Photo provided
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wastewater treatment facilities, critical infra-
structure sites, schools and parks. The fund-
ing will come primarily through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

New York has also engaged with the U.S. 
Small Business Administration to pursue 
low-interest recovery loans for stricken 
businesses, the governor said. Further 
assistance to individuals remains under 
federal review.

“My administration will work directly 
with FEMA in the coming weeks to ensure 
our local government partners receive the 
critical funding they need to begin the 
recovery and rebuilding process,” Hochul 
said in a statement.

In the same statement, Dutchess County 
Executive William F.X. O’Neil said that “we 
greatly appreciate the assistance from the 
state and federal government,” and Putnam 
County Executive Kevin Byrne said he would 
“like to thank President Biden for approving 
the federal major disaster declaration. I’d also 
like to thank Gov. Hochul, her staff and team 
at the Division of Homeland Security & Emer-
gency Services for working jointly with our 
team at the Bureau of Emergency Services 
during the storms and recovery efforts.”

According to Byrne, “every representa-
tive from Putnam’s state and federal dele-
gation took time to reach out and offer 
support in the aftermath of the storms 
and the county is grateful to all, but we 
also recognize we still have a long way to 
go before all repairs and mitigation efforts 
are completed.”

In addition, Hochul deployed staff from 
the State Department of Financial Services 
(DFS) to assist residents affected by the 
flooding in filing insurance claims. (Infor-
mation is available by calling 800-339-1759. 
The agency also has resources at dfs.ny.gov/
consumers/disaster_flood.)

Locally, deliberations began July 12, when 
the Cold Spring Village Board discussed 
the storm damage and repairs. On July 17, 
the Nelsonville Village Board and residents 
reviewed the problems created by severe 
thunderstorms and flooding.

The following evening, July 18, the three 
members of the county Legislature’s Phys-
ical Services Committee unanimously 
endorsed a request from Byrne to spend $1 
million to repair damaged infrastructure, 
sending the measure to the full Legislature 
for consideration on Tuesday (Aug. 1).

On July 20, Philipstown Supervisor John 
Van Tassel and the four other Town Board 
members alerted the public that the south 
entrance to Old Manitou Road in Garrison 
is closed pending repairs and five others 
suffered damage: Old Albany Post Road, 
Chapman Road, Avery Road, Philipse Brook 
Road (the eastern end of Snake Hill Road) 
and the eastern stretch of Indian Brook Road.

Byrne appeared July 21 on a 10-member 
panel in Mount Vernon organized by Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand to discuss recovery 
efforts in the Hudson Valley.

On Wednesday (July 26), Deputy Mayor 
Tweeps Phillips Woods, who chaired a 
meeting for the Cold Spring Village Board, 
thanked village staff for their work which 
went “above and beyond” during the 

flooding. She also praised the Cold Spring 
Fire Co., whose volunteers had already 
responded to 71 calls in July, mainly as a 
result of the severe weather. 

“That is an extraordinarily taxing 
amount of time spent doing work that 
most of us could not do,” Woods said of 
the firefighters. “I want to thank you for 
doing what you do with such energy and 
for always being there to answer the call.” 

At the Nelsonville meeting on July 17, 
Mayor Chris Winward said the area report-
edly received 10 to 15 inches of rain in about 10 
days. It coursed down the mountains, “ripped 
up the entire streambed” along the Yellow 
Trail in the Nelsonville Woods, swamped 
yards, tore up pavement on Healy Road, and 
forced at least two residents to relocate as 
brooks in the middle of Nelsonville over-
flowed when debris clogged culverts, includ-
ing one on Secor Street that was severely 
“disturbed, washed away, compromised.” 

The owners of historic homes near the 
Secor culvert described several harrowing 
hours on July 9 and 10 as water sloshed up 
to the top of one’s porch steps and filled the 
other’s ground floor with 3 feet of water, 
wrecking furnishings. 

Jo Pitkin, the resident with the nearly-
flooded porch, said it took the Cold Spring 
Fire Co. about five hours to unclog the 
culvert. She and her neighbor, Susan Brana-
gan, whose home flooded, told the board 
that over the years they have removed 
blockage from the culvert, even during 
storms. “I can’t even count how many times 
we’ve cleared that,” Pitkin said.

When Winward cautioned them to 
avoid do-it-yourself remediation, Brana-
gan responded that village officials must 
inform residents of whom, or what govern-
ment agency, to call in such emergencies. 
“Stop the water from rising in my house and 
I will not do dangerous things,” she said. 

Pitkin said the state Department of Trans-
portation is responsible for the culvert and 
“should have been maintaining this.”

But the mayor said that when DOT 
visited Nelsonville, “they did not say it was 
their responsibility, they did not say it was 
not their responsibility.” She promised to 
seek solutions. Overall, she observed, “every 
time we go out, we see another drain that’s 
got a big hole next to it.”  

Trustee Tom Campanile said that the 

flooding likewise destroyed a bridge on the 
Blue Trail and took out other stream cross-
ings in the Nelsonville Woods and “we’re not 
putting those back soon.” He advised anyone 
walking there to prepare for water and mud. 

Winward said the county had conferred 
with village and town supervisors at a 
post-storm meeting with a consulting firm 
Putnam hired to assist with applying for 
federal aid.

On July 19, after more rain, Pitkin and 
Branagan reiterated their concerns while 
giving a brief tour of flood-washed areas 
along Secor Street. That same day, Van 
Tassel reported, new flooding occurred on 
Cedar Street, which is near Secor Street, the 
Haldane school campus and the boundary 
between Cold Spring and Nelsonville.

The Garrison Fire Department helped 
pump water there. Town and village repre-
sentatives “will continue to work together,” 
Van Tassel said. 

At the Physical Services Committee 
session in Carmel, Legislator Nancy Mont-
gomery, whose district covers Philipstown 
and part of Putnam Valley, thanked county 
officials for their outreach and noted the 
ongoing challenges of climate change.

“Are we keeping in mind what the big 
fixes will be to manage this going forward?” 
she asked. “Our [county government] 
Climate Smart project is not going well.”

Montgomery, who serves on the Physical 
Services Committee, pointed to resiliency 
demands at the micro, not just macro, level. 
“How do we do this with private property 
owners, on every stream, every brook, every 
river?” she asked. “It’s impossible.” 

Simple improvements, such as install-
ing sturdier, larger culvert pipes, might be 
feasible now, she said.

John Tully, the county purchasing direc-
tor, assured her that such foresight “is what 
we’re incorporating into all our design, 
extra efforts for resiliency, because FEMA 
does recognize that and will help fund it.”

County Public Works Director Thomas 
Feighery said his department’s initial work 
after — or between — the rain involved 
attempts “just to make the roadways safe,” 
including Upper and Lower Station Roads 
in Garrison. He said Philipstown and other 
western Putnam towns suffered the most. 
In Cold Spring and Garrison, “we were 
lucky the tide went out. It took some of the 

water with it. That helped a lot.” 
Now, an infusion of $1 million is crucial, 

Feighery said. “With back-to-back storms 
like this, we need that kind of money just to 
get started.” He said Putnam is still assess-
ing the breadth and price tag of the damage 
county-wide. 

Tully added that more funding will prob-
ably be needed in coming months.

In Philipstown, Van Tassel reported July 
20 said that the town Highway Depart-
ment “has been working around the clock 
to assess the damage and repair the worst-
hit roads and flooded areas.”

He encouraged patience. Moreover, he said, 
with climate change “damaging weather will 
become more frequent. We are aware that we 
will have to invest in our infrastructure to 
increase our community resiliency.”

Rep. Mike Lawler, whose U.S. House 
district includes Philipstown, conferred July 
10 with town and village leaders at Town 
Hall. He predicted that regional Hudson 
Valley storm-related costs “will likely be in 
the tens-of-millions-of-dollars” and promised 
to “continue working with my colleagues at 
the federal, state, and local levels to ensure 
that help arrives as expeditiously as possible.”

The July 9 storm centered on West Point, 
which suffered extensive damage that could 
cost more than $100 million to repair, Sen. 
Chuck Schumer said on July 17 during a tour 
of the base with other elected officials who 
included Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and Rep. 
Pat Ryan, whose district includes Beacon. The 
Army Corps of Engineers will handle repairs.

The flooding, caused by more than 8 
inches of rain, tore into bridges, dams, roads 
and buildings at the base, along with at least 
130 homes, severely damaging about 20.

In Highland Falls, the Bear Mountain 
State Park remains closed, along with the 
Trailside Museum and Bear Mountain Zoo 
and the Popolopen suspension bridge on 
Route 9W in Fort Montgomery. 

The state Transportation Department did 
not immediately respond to an email asking 
about the status of repairs to the bridge, but 
the Associated Press reported contractors 
hoped to complete them by the end of July. 
Many Highlands residents use the bridge to 
reach their jobs at West Point, as do Garrison 
students who attend O’Neill High School.

Michael Turton and Chip Rowe contrib-
uted reporting.

Storm Update (from Page 1)

Nelsonville resident Jo Pitkin surveys the stream and wrecked culvert near her house 
on Secor Street.  Photo by L.S. Armstrong
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GLYNWOOD
FARM STORE

A CELEBRATION OF SUMMER'S BOUNTY

TUES & FRI 
2-6PM

SHOP LOCAL:

OUR YEAR-ROUND FARM STORE
FEATURES FRESH VEGETABLES,
MEAT, AND EGGS FROM OUR FARM.

362 GLYNWOOD ROAD, COLD SPRING, NY 10516

SAT & SUN
10AM-2PM

A R O U N D  T O W N

 POW WOW — Native Americans 
from around the world, including 
Peru and Mexico, performed at an 
annual pow wow held on July 22 and 
23 at Bear Mountain State Park. 
 Photos by Ross Corsair

 CLOWNS IN TOWN — Mark Jaster and Sabrina Mandell from 
the Happenstance Theater, aka Pirot and Augustine, performed 
at the Howland Cultural Center in Beacon on July 23. 

 RIVER AT DUSK — A 
scene on July 22 along 
the banks at Long 
Dock Park in Beacon. 
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By Alison Rooney

If you’ve walked by Reeves Bespoke 
Tailors at 494 Main St. in Beacon and 
wondered if the proprietor has wildly 

misjudged the market, have no fear. 
David Reeves has lived in Beacon for 

seven years and has no expectations that 
his endeavor will supplant his original 
tailoring house in Manhattan. From those 
quarters in Union Square, he makes 300 
suits a year, a number he doesn’t envision 
increasing greatly — “though 350 would be 
nice” — with the addition of Beacon. 

That’s about one suit a day; some clients 
buy three suits a year, some 30. “Often, 
after a few years, they get more daring,” 
he says.

Before moving from Brooklyn, Reeves 
had little work-and-home divide. What orig-
inated as a desire to raise his three children 
outside the city mutated with the pandemic 
to also working from home. “This is almost 
an evolution, an expansion,” he says. “I do 
four days in the city and two days here.”

Of his Beacon outpost, he says he doesn’t 
expect people to walk in and order a suit. 
“I have no illusions,” he says. “This isn’t 
a hobby. There are only about five people 
in the U.S. who do this. I’m involved with 
every suit, and each generally takes four 
months to make.” 

A bespoke Reeves suit typically costs 
$6,000 to $8,000. The goal is always “a 
harmonious blend of classic elegance and 
contemporary aesthetics.” 

During his 25 years as a tailor, Reeves 
has made suits for celebrities, of course, 
including those known for how well they 
wear suits (Daniel Craig comes to mind), 

for people with disabilities, for a British 
field marshal and, on occasion, for women. 

By his count, Reeves has created at least 
7,000 suits, and says the easiest part of the job 
is the tailoring. “The business part is harder,” 
he says. “So much of it is getting people on 
your side — smart people know what they’re 
getting. We do well with lawyers and people 
who work in tech and entertainment.”

Reeves also makes suits that are in far 
more demand in the U.K., such as eques-
trian wear, morning dress, military 
uniforms and English hunting and shoot-
ing attire. He says his shop complies with 
all the specifications of Savile Row, the 
famed London street dedicated to the fine 
art of tailoring, except for location.

“We make every suit, and each has 40 
hours of skilled work behind it,” he says. 

“We make individual patterns for every suit, 
designed and constructed from the ground 
up. We store those patterns forever. We use 
Victorian processes to make them, but we’re 
not austere, though our work is serious.” 

Reeves was drawn to the profession by age 
19, when he worked at a bespoke men’s tailor 
in London, Gieves and Hawkes, something his 
family couldn’t fathom. “Nobody got it, nobody 
still gets it,” he says. “Even when I was work-
ing at Savile Row, people didn’t expect me to 
stay with it, despite my having a talent for it.”

Reeves was recruited by a headhunter 
for a small bespoke tailor in New York City. 
(The first week he arrived, he met his future 
wife, Carter Spurrier, an artist.) “I always 
wanted to do my own thing,” he recalls. 
“I thought ‘I could do this myself.’ I went 
back to London for a year and returned to 

New York in 2008 to work in my own shop. 
I built a website in internet cafes.”

Asked if his British clients differ from 
those in the U.S., Reeves pauses before 
answering. “Maybe the British client under-
stands it more, fundamentally,” he says. 
“It’s still around more in British culture. 
There’ve always been high-end tailors and 
lower-end ones. If a working-class guy gets 
a suit made, he knows it’ll be a different 
quality of fabric than an aristocratic one.”

What does he wear at home? “I’m not 
dressing up fancy,” he says. “At home I get 
ice cream thrown at me and the like, so I 
can’t go around wearing a three-piece suit.”

Reeves Bespoke Tailors is open  
by appointment. Call 917-783-2270  
or visit reeves-nyc.com. 

Best-Dressed 
in Beacon

A finished suit jacket

A fitting suitA tweed jacket A white dinner jacket A finished suit jacket

Trousers with detail Photos providedDavid Reeves in his New York City shop

A fitting suit 

Bespoke tailor opens shop on Main Street
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 COMMUNITY

SAT 29
Putnam Country Fest 
and 4-H Showcase 
CARMEL
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Memorial Park
20 Gipsy Trail Road 
cceputnamcounty.org

See the projects and animals 
that 4-H youth have prepared, 
along with musical performances 
by David Amram, the NY Cruisers 
and the Nimham Mountain Singers. 
There will be food, games, crafts 
and family activities. Also SUN 30. 

SAT 5
Great Newburgh to 
Beacon Swim 
NEWBURGH
8:30 – 10 a.m. Unico Park
70 Front St. | riverpool.org

This 19th annual one-mile swim 
across the Hudson River ends at the 
Beacon waterfront. Funds raised 
support the River Pool in Beacon. 
Volunteers in kayaks to support 
the swimmers are needed. Register 
online. Cost: $75 ($25 ages 10-17), 
plus minimum $100 in sponsorship 
donations

SAT 5
Putnam County  
Wine & Food Fest
BREWSTER
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Wells Park
98 Oak St. | putnamcountywinefest.com

The 12th annual event will 
showcase brewers, distilleries and 
cider makers from New York. There 
also will be food, live music and 
children’s activities. Also SUN 6. 
Cost: $25 ($30 door, $10 designated 
driver, ages 15 and younger free) 

 KIDS & FAMILY

WED 2
Constellation Craft
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org

Children ages 4 to 10 are invited 
to create a viewer to see the stars. 
Registration required. 

THURS 3
Ice Cream in a Bag 
GARRISON
3:30 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Children ages 5 to 12 can 

make ice cream and toppings. 
Registration required. 

FRI 4
Yoga Baby
BEACON
10 a.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org

Heather Davies will lead a yoga 
class for caregivers and infants 
and toddlers ages 1 to 18 months. 
Pregnant people also welcome. 
Registration required. 

SAT 5
Rhonda Appleseed &  
The Tree that Learned 
How to Speak
GARRISON
2 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

The Traveling Lantern Theatre 
Company will perform the story of 
a girl who follows in the footsteps of 
her relative, Johnny, to learn from 
trees what they need. 

 TALKS & TOURS 

SAT 29
Flower-Arranging 
Workshop
WAPPINGERS FALLS
10 a.m. Common Ground Farm 
79 Farmstead Lane 
commongroundfarm.org 

Farmer Katie will lead a walk 
through the fields to gather flowers 
and demonstrate methods for making 
bouquets. Cost: $40 ($25 members)

FRI 4
Sound Meditation 
WAPPINGERS FALLS
7 p.m. Common Ground Farm 
79 Farmstead Lane 
commongroundfarm.org

Masha Schmidt and Katie 
Speicher will lead a guided 

meditation and soundscape 
experience. Cost: $20 to $40 

SAT 5
For the Birds: Ecologically  
Attuned Writing 
GARRISON
10 a.m. Constitution Marsh
127 Warren Landing 
constitutionmarsh.audubon.org

Poet Mary Newell will present a 
workshop on how to draft a piece 
of writing from your field notes 
and observations at the marsh. 
Registration required. 

SUN 6
Permaculture  
Principles in Action
BEACON
11 a.m. One Nature
845-440-1167 | onenaturellc.com

Jesse Stacken will host a garden tour 
demonstrating how he has designed a 
sustainable and supportive ecosystem 
to grow food, support pollinators, 
raise chickens and use natural 
resources through permaculture. 
The tour address will be provided 
upon registration. Cost: $25 

 

 STAGE & SCREEN

SAT 29
Peekskill Film Festival
PEEKSKILL
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The selections include features, 
shorts, documentaries and animation 
by emerging filmmakers. Cost: $20 

SAT 29
The Prom
GARRISON
3 & 7 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre 
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
philipstowndepottheatre.org

Depot Teens will stage this musical 
about four Broadway actors on a 
journey to a conservative Indiana 
town that is banning a lesbian student 
from attending the prom with her 
girlfriend. Also SUN 30. Cost: $12 

SAT 29
Goonies 
BEACON
6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Boats leave dock
845-831-6346 | bannermancastle.org

Visit Bannerman Island for an 
outdoor screening of the 1985 film 
about a group of misfit kids in 
search of lost treasure. Cost: $40 

SAT 29
Henry V
GARRISON
7:30 p.m. Hudson Valley Shakespeare 
2015 Route 9 | 845-265-9575
hvshakespeare.org

HVSF presents the epic tale of 
King Henry and his war to seize the 
French crown. Emily Ota plays the 
lead. Also MON 31, WED 2, SUN 6. 
Through Aug. 21. Cost: $10 to $100

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)

For a complete listing of events, see 
highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

845-418-3731 
beahivebzzz.com

COWORKING + PRIVATE OFFICES 
MEETING ROOMS + EVENTS 

Beacon + Cold Spring + Newburgh

Rhonda Appleseed, Aug. 5

Peekskill Film Festival, July 29
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SUN 30
Love’s Labor’s Lost 
GARRISON
7:30 p.m. Hudson Valley Shakespeare 
2015 Route 9 | 845-265-9575
hvshakespeare.org

Amanda Dehnert directs this 
production as four young men try to 
uphold their commitment to their 
studies and not be tempted by the 
arrival of four women. Also THURS 
3, FRI 4, SAT 5. Through Aug. 27. 
Cost: $10 to $100

THURS 3
The Muppet Movie 
BEACON
8:30 p.m. South Avenue Park 
Route 9D and South Avenue 
beaconny.myrec.com

Enjoy the 1979 film about Kermit 
and his pals traveling to Hollywood 
for the chance of a lifetime. Free 

SAT 5
It Happened One Night 
COLD SPRING 
8:30 p.m. Dockside Park
coldspringfilm.org

The Cold Spring Film Society 
will screen Frank Capra’s 1934 film 
starring Clark Gable and Claudette 
Colbert as a reporter and an heiress 
who get thrown together. Free 

 VISUAL ARTS

SAT 29
NBNY Art Seen 
NEWBURGH
1 – 5 p.m. Various
newburghart.org/nbny-artseen

Many galleries and art spaces 
will be open for an art walk. See 
website for a list of participants. 

FRI 4
Rick Brazill
COLD SPRING
5 – 8 p.m. Buster Levi Gallery
121 Main St. | busterlevigallery.com

The painter will share his work. 
Through Aug. 27.

 MUSIC 

SAT 29
DizzyFish &  
The Uptown Horns
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

This cover band performs hits 
from the 1970s. Cost: $45 ($50 door) 

SUN 30
Thomas Hobson Williams
GARRISON
3 p.m. St. Philip’s Church
1101 Route 9D | stphilipshighlands.org

Williams will perform works 
by Bach, Lothar Bandermann, 
Florence Price, Robert Lind and Jon 
Spong on the church’s Schoenstein 
organ as part of a summer recital 
series. Anthony Rispo will play on 
SUN 6. Cost: $20 donation

SUN 30
KJ Denhert
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The songwriter and her band 
blend urban folk and jazz. Cost: $25 
($30 door) 

FRI 4
Kat Selman & Q Morrow 
COLD SPRING 
7:30 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

The singer and guitarist will 
perform Brazilian music. Cost: $25 

FRI 4
Bruce Katz
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The keyboardist and band leader 
will play with Aaron Lieberman 
(guitar) and Liviu Pop (drums). The 
Dan Brother Trio opens. Cost: $25 
($30 door) 

SAT 5
Kieran Kane and  
Rayna Gellert 
PUTNAM VALLEY
7:30 p.m. 
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The singers and songwriters will 
play music from their latest release, 
The Flowers that Bloom in Spring. 
Cost: $20 

SAT 5
Yacht Rock Gold
PEEKSKILL
8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The cover band performs hits 

from the late 1970s and early ’80s. 
Cost: $25 to $35 

SAT 5
Bob Baldwin
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The contemporary jazz pianist 
and composer will play songs from 
his latest release, The UrbanSmooth 
Suite. Cost: $30 ($35 door) 

 CIVIC

TUES 1
Putnam Legislature
CARMEL
7 p.m. Historic Courthouse
44 Gleneida Ave. | 845-208-7800 
putnamcountyny.com

WED 2
Village Board 
COLD SPRING
7 p.m. Village Hall | 85 Main St. 
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

THURS 3
Town Board 
COLD SPRING
7:30 p.m. Town Hall | 238 Main St. 
845-265-5200 | philipstown.com
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Shirts and  
Ties Reborn
Apparel line upcycles men’s 
clothes for women
By Alison Rooney

Ssshh — promise you won’t tell. Some 
time ago, when they were supervis-
ing their sons during a field trip to 

a weekend chess tournament, Eugenie 
Milroy and Bekah Tighe snuck away to hit 
the thrift stores in Kingston.

The women, who both live in Cold Spring, 
have been friends since their sons were 
in preschool. They enjoyed excursions to 
New York City to explore textile exhibits at 
venues such as the American wing of the 
Met and a show on Virgil Abloh, the former 
creative director at Louis Vuitton, at the 
Brooklyn Museum.

Or they’d hit the beach or visit Asbury 
Park, New Jersey, to see the street art. 

And all the while, they’d thrift.
Amid the bundles of clothing, an idea 

was born.
“We’d see all these amazing menswear 

items, particularly the shirts and ties,” Milroy 
says. “We thought: ‘We want these beauti-
ful garments to have a new life.’ Vintage ties 
and shirts in good condition have a lot of life 
in them. Plus, they are often made of 100 
percent cotton, while so much women’s cloth-

ing is not made from natural fibers.”
“I suggested men’s ties and shirts as 

something that can easily be made into 
something else,” Tighe adds. “Someone 
gave us 142 ties. They’re a part of a person’s 
history, and the material is so beautiful.”

After six months of gathering items, they 
came up with designs that used the men’s 
staples to create looks for women.

“At this nascent stage we have two core 
things: a shirt dress, which is two shirts 
stacked together, and a belt,” Milroy says. 

“We also have a one-shirt dress design. 
Some of our combinations are more neutral, 
but we like the unexpected, such as incor-
porating whimsical or traditional silk ties. 
We like the vibe of traditional menswear 
and putting it in an unexpected spin. 

“Right now, bearing in mind we both 
have other careers” — Milroy is a fine-arts 
conservator and Tighe an agent at McCaf-
frey’s Real Estate — “we’re working on fall 
plaids, maybe some flannels,” she says.

They made their debut on July 21 with six 
dresses for $148 each and eight belts for $58 
each at Wynono & Co. on Main Street in Cold 

Spring under the name Stranded Assets, 
which describes items that have suffered 
from unexpected write-downs, devaluations 
or conversion to liabilities, e.g., in this case, 
fabrics. The reception buzzed with shopping 
pheromone. The women also have launched 
an Instagram account (@strandedassetsny) 
that is a work in progress. 

The next step will be getting two new 
designs into production. “Then probably 
we’ll have another idea,” Tighe says.

The Stranded Assets launch inspired lots of “just try it on” talk.  Photos by A. RooneyEugenie Milroy (left) and Bekah Tighe 
model Stranded Assets apparel at the  
launch of their line at Wynono in Cold Spring 

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.
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Small, Good Things

Nothing  
Fishy Here
By Joe Dizney

There’s something, 
well, fishy about 
Vitello Tonnato. 

How did this classic Ital-
ian recipe of chilled, boiled 
veal, smothered in a sauce made from tuna, 
come to be in the first place? It’s a bit of a 
mystery, but its reputation is well established.

A friend described her teenage son’s 
first experience with it as an epiphany 
that converted him into a culinary explorer. 
On the other hand, another friend said it 
reminds him of cat food. 

I’m not here to pass judgment. But with 
veal being a justified target of culinary 
cancellation, I am here to explore the fishier 
part of the equation: that surprising sauce.

Tonnato is a blender emulsion of canned 
tuna and olive oil, augmented by lemon 
juice and mayonnaise, with or without 
anchovies, capers or garlic. Even without 
the veal, it is deserving of a place at the 
table, especially in the summer culinary 
canon when most of us would prefer not to 
cook if we can help it.

The decana of classic Italian cuisine, 

Marcella Hazan, offers Maiale Tonnato 
(chilled slices of pork loin in tuna sauce) 
and further suggests turkey as a substitute; 
but it still requires hours in a hot kitchen.

Closer to my thinking is Joshua McFad-
den’s Charred Broccoli with Tonnato, 
Pecorino, Lemon and Chiles, which requires 5 
to 7 minutes of flame but seems manageable. 
Absolutely on point is Melissa Clark’s Tomato 
Tonnato: slabs of tomatoes (coming up any 
day) with tonnato, basil and black pepper.

Honestly, the first and simplest batch of 
tonnato I made (two cans of drained tuna, ½ 
cup of olive oil, 2 tablespoons of lemon juice, 
3 tablespoons of mayonnaise) was consumed 
over a couple of days as a dip for whatever 
crudités I could find in the refrigerator: 
celery, fennel, the last snap peas, radishes.

I began a vivid fantasy menu of a decon-
structed Greek tuna salad with grilled red 
bell peppers, red onions, fennel and toma-
toes, slathered in tuna sauce; or as a pan 
bagnat-like pressed sandwich, with tonnato 
as a spread-melding for layers of tomatoes, 
basil, greens, red onions, black olives, more 
olive oil and a splash of balsamic. Or how 
about a white bean or pasta salad, with any 
of those same ingredients bound together 
by tonnato?

The two recipes amended to the tonnato 
formula are further no-cook extrapolations 
marrying tuna to tuna and are slightly 
gratuitous but tasty. Again, this is all just 
to say that there’s still a lot to be done with 
this fishy little sauce, vitello or no vitello.

Tonno Tonnato Tartare
Serves 2 to 4

1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil

1 teaspoon grated lemon zest

1 teaspoon freshly squeezed lemon juice

½ teaspoon Tabasco sauce

2 tablespoons tonnato

1 scallion, white and green parts 
minced fine

6 ounces fresh sushi-quality  
tuna (loin), cut

1 small, ripe Hass avocado, cut into 
¼-inch dice

1. In a measuring cup, whisk together 
olive oil, lemon zest, lemon juice, 
Tabasco and tonnato. To prepare the 
tuna, wrap it in plastic wrap and rest 
it in the freezer for 30 to 45 minutes, 
before dicing into ¼-inch pieces. Place 
tuna in a mixing bowl and proceed 
with the recipe.

2. Pour tonnato mixture over the 
tuna; add scallions and mix well. Add 
avocado and gently mix into the tuna. 
Cover and refrigerate for at least 1 hour 
for flavors to meld. Serve on crackers 
or small toasts. 

Salsa Tonnato
Makes about 2 cups 

Use it as a dip for crudités, a dressing for 
grilled vegetables, pork, seafood, or as 
you would mayonnaise for a dressing for 
cold pasta or bean salads.

2 cans tuna in olive oil, drained

2 to 4 oil-cured anchovy filets

⅓ cup capers, rinsed and drained 

2 tablespoons freshly squeezed 
lemon juice

½ cup extra-virgin olive oil

1. Put the tuna, anchovies, 2 table-
spoons lemon juice, olive oil and half of 
the capers into the bowl of a small food 
processor and process until smooth. 
Add more olive oil if necessary to 
achieve the consistency of a stiff sauce.

2. Transfer tonnato into a bowl. Chop 
the remaining capers roughly and add to 
the bowl along with the mayonnaise and 
stir to incorporate. Cover and refriger-
ate. Tonnato will keep for up to a week.

NOTICE

The Philipstown 
Conservation Board will 
not meet in the Month of 
August. The next meeting 
will be September 12th, 
2023 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Philipstown Town Hall, 
238 Main St.,  
Cold Spring, NY 10516 

Tonno Tonnato (center), flanked by Tonno Tonnato (left) and Tonnato Tartare (right)

Tonno Tonnato Salad
Makes about 2 cups

2 cans oil-packed tuna, drained

¼ cup tonnato

1 teaspoon Dijon mustard

1 stalk celery, diced fine

2 tablespoons shallot, minced

1 teaspoon pickle relish or gherkins, 
diced small

1 tablespoon chopped fresh basil leaves

Salt and freshly ground black pepper

In a medium bowl, combine tuna, 
tonnato, mustard, celery, pickles, shal-
lot and basil. Mix gently to combine; 
add salt and pepper to taste. Refriger-
ate, covered, for up to 3 days. Make a 
sandwich on some crusty bread with 
arugula and a couple slices of a great 
summer tomato, a drizzle of olive oil, 
salt and pepper.
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On Saturday, July 22, Hudson Highlands Fjord 
Trail, Inc. (HHFT) hosted their Second Annual 
Community Day at Dutchess Manor, the 
future site of the Fjord Trail’s Visitor Center. 
More than 170 people turned out on this 
gorgeous afternoon for a fun and information-
filled community gathering, which featured 
tie-dyeing with plant-based dyes, music by 
The Happy Trailers, historic house tours by 
Architectural Historian Steven Baltsas, free 
ice cream, a food truck, and more.

HHFT would like to thank all the community 
members who came out to learn, discuss, 
craft, and enjoy! Thank you for making this 
such a lovely day.

Photography: Christine Ashburn

Community Day 2023

Farmers & Chefs Food Truck
Homestyle Creamery
The Happy Trailers
Steven Baltsas

Volunteers: 
Julie Corbett
Pete Farrell
Joe Kiernan

Claudio Marzollo
Davis McCallum

Sean Rusnack
Karen Rusnack

Karen Shea
Leah Worrell

Special thanks to:

Scan the QR code above for more upcoming 
opportunities to continue the Fjord Trail dialogue.

hhft.org/upcoming-events/

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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For starters, they are now called spongy 
moths, at least among scientists. In 2021 
the Entomological Society of America 
stopped using the name because “gypsy” 
is a slur against Romani people.

(The Entomological Society of America 
is also considering a wider renaming of all 
invasive, destructive insect pests named 
after races or nationalities, e.g., the Japa-
nese beetle.)

The gypsy name is thought to have been 
attached because the caterpillars that 
become moths are migrants. Every May they 
travel great distances by inching their way 
up trees, hanging from the high branches by 
a silk thread and being gently blown by the 
wind to locations farther away, with their 
furry bristles helping to slow their descent. 
(This is known as “ballooning.”) Once they 
settle, they chomp every leaf they can find, 
defoliating vast swaths of forest. 

Spongy moth was chosen because of the 
spongy, tan sacs that hold the moth’s eggs 
for 10 months. The French Canadian name 
for the moth is spongieuse. 

Why are they back? In fact, they are 
always here, but for a notable outbreak to 
occur — for the caterpillars to have a good 
year — its two main predators need to have 
a bad year.

The first of its enemies is a fungus that, 
like the spongy moth, is native to Asia. The 
absence of this fungus in North America is 
one of the reasons the spongy moth popu-
lation exploded so quickly after a scientist 
imported them to Massachusetts in the 
late 19th century. In the 1980s, the fungus 
mysteriously appeared in the Northeast 
— clearly an act of human intervention, 
although no one has claimed responsibility. 

The mission was a success. The fungus 
spread, infecting the caterpillars with 
spores. When the caterpillars die and 
decompose, the spores spread from their 
mummified corpses to infect new caterpil-
lars. Science! Sometimes it’s gross! 

The spores can rest in the soil for quite 
some time but need a warm, wet spring to 
get going. This year, we had a cooler than 

usual May, as well as an unusually dry one. 
It’s hard to remember after a month of 
getting hammered by historic storms, but 
by the end of May there were worries that 
we were heading into a drought. Usually, 
the Highlands get 3.5 to 4.5 inches of rain 
in May; this year we had ½ inch. 

The second predator that keeps the moth 
in check is the white-footed mouse, which 
feasts on the caterpillars in their pupae 
form. When I asked Jones where the mice 
were this year, he discussed acorns.

In 2021, the Highlands went through a 
heavy “mast” year, when the trees drop an 
unusually high number of acorns following 
a few seasons of low activity. One of the side 
effects of a heavy mast is that the popula-
tion of animals that eat acorns, including 
white-footed mice and squirrels, explode, 
only to crash in the years following when 
acorns are harder to find. With so few mice 
around this year, there wasn’t enough to 
make a dent in the pupae population.

The next time you notice unusually abun-

dant acorns, mark your calendar to check 
the weather in two years. If it’s cool and dry, 
get ready for a lot of spongy moths. 

Once you notice them, it’s too late to do 
anything about it that year. The damage is 
done, because the caterpillars are respon-
sible for the defoliation. (The moths are 
harmless.) Those swarms around your 
porch light are packs of needy males, wait-
ing for the flightless females to hatch. 

You can see the fruits of this romance 
now on the lower slopes of Mount Beacon, 
where last week I spotted several females 
laying spongy sacs for next year’s brood. 

Each year, the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation flies over forests 
to search for defoliation. Along with Mount 
Beacon, northeastern Dutchess County, the 
lower slopes on the Shawanagunks and 
Bear Mountain have all suffered this year 
from spongy moth outbreaks. 

The 2023 outbreak actually began in the 
Finger Lakes three years ago and has been 
spreading every year, taking root in what-

ever microclimates prove amenable due to 
low mouse and fungal activity, says Jessica 
Cancelliere of the DEC. “It’s like playing 
whack-a-mole,” she said. “These outbreaks 
keep popping up in different areas.”

If you notice egg sacs on your lawn, the 
DEC has a wealth of information about 
what to do at dec.ny.gov/animals/83118.
html. Wrapping tree trunks with burlap 
sacks in late winter will stop the caterpil-
lars from reaching the leaves, Cancelliere 
said. Another option is to encircle the trunk 
with sticky tape, but Cancelliere cautioned 
against that approach because the tape will 
ensnare pollinators, as well. 

The DEC policy is typically to let nature 
take its course. In some areas, they’ll spray 
vulnerable stands but otherwise trees 
usually recover. Some of the defoliated 
trees on Mount Beacon are already sprout-
ing new leaves, and as long as we don’t have 
a cool, dry spring and a low mouse popu-
lation in 2024, most of the egg sacs on the 
mountain won’t survive.

“The moth populations crash eventually,” 
said Cancelliere. “There are pockets of trees 
that die here and there, but most of them 
can withstand even a couple of years of 
defoliation and they recover. That’s happen-
ing right now.”

There’s still much to be learned about 
spongy moths, but there’s less research 
being done. Even when there’s an outbreak, 
it usually doesn’t last long. Scientists tend 
to focus on species that are in danger of 
being wiped out or the species that are 
doing the wiping out.

“We stopped long-term monitoring of the 
moths in 2010, partly because at that point 
we understood what was going on,” Jones 
said. “But also, out of sight, out of mind. 
Most people think it’s not a problem.”

With climate change, that may change. 
What if cool, dry springs become the norm 
in the Highlands? What if masting years 
get more erratic? “The combination of 
more droughts due to climate change and 
continuing defoliation from spongy moths 
could result in something that we would 
not like,” said Jones.

Spongy Moth (from Page 1)

STEAM BENDER 
— James Murray 
demonstrated his 
steam-bending 
technique at the 
Garrison Art Center 
during a weekend 
exhibit of his sculptures 
on July 22 and 23 as 
part of Upstate Art 
Weekend. Murray 
utilized a traditional 
steam-box design that 
shipbuilders used to 
bend wood for ships. “I 
bring [the steam box] 
up to 225 degrees,” he 
explained. “We take 
it out and bend very 
quickly because as 
soon as it starts to cool, 
the material cracks.”
  Photos by Erin-Leigh Hoffman

A tree on Mount Beacon, defoliated by 
spongy moth caterpillars  Photos by B. Cronin

Female spongy moths laying eggs on 
Mount Beacon
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Start Reading Now
August book club selections

Butterfield Book Club
WED 2, 7 P.M.
Great Circle, by Maggie Shipstead
Butterfield Library, Cold Spring
Rescheduled from July.
Register at butterfieldlibrary.org/calendar.

Abe Lincoln/Civil War Book Club
THURS 3, 7 P.M.
Lincoln on the Verge, by Ted Widmer
Lincoln Depot Museum,  
10 S. Water St., Peekskill
Email LincolnDepotFDN@gmail.com.

History Book Club
THURS 3, 7 P.M.
The Shattering: America in the 1960s,  
by Kevin Boyle
Split Rock Books, Cold Spring
Register at splitrockbks.com.

Reading With Writers
WED 23, 7 P.M.
A Horse at Night: On Writing, by Amina Cain
Split Rock Books, Cold Spring
Register at splitrockbks.com.

Beacon Book Club
THURS 24, 7 P.M.
The Bear in the Backseat, by Kim DeLozier
Location TBD
Register at meetup.com/Beacon-BookClub.

Adopted bird helps spread 
message of acceptance
By Joey Asher

During the early days of the 
pandemic, a renegade Beacon 
chicken known as The Mayor 

became a social media star.
Now, one of The Mayor’s chicks — foster 

chick, actually — is the protagonist of an 
illustrated children’s book titled Jolene: The 
Disability Awareness Chicken.

Written by Karen Finnegan, who lives in 
Fishkill, the book tells the true story of the 
short life of a chick born with a deformed leg. 

“I wrote the book to process my grief 
over the loss of a pet that I had fallen in 
love with,” said Finnegan, who adopted 
The Mayor. “Then it turned into a bigger 
message about disability awareness and 
being different.”

Over the last year, the author has toured 

the Beacon elementary schools reading the 
story to students and discussing its message 
of acceptance of people with differences. 

That message is particularly important 
for Finnegan, who said that of her seven 
children, “four are in the queer community.” 
Finnegan, is also a co-founder of Defense of 
Democracy, a group that describes itself as 
“a nonpartisan group advocating an inclu-
sive public education system.”

The Mayor makes regular appearances 
at the Beacon Farmers’ Market, where the 
chicken will perch on your head for a selfie.

Jolene’s story began in the spring of 
2021, when Finnegan was regularly posting 

videos and photos of the Rhode Island Red 
on the Beacon NY Facebook page and on 
Chickens with Attitude, a webpage created 
for The Mayor. Finnegan had adopted The 
Mayor in May 2020, at the beginning of 
the COVID lockdown, after it was found 
wandering near Harbor Hill Court and 
Davies Avenue. (The Current profiled The 
Mayor in September 2020.)

Finnegan decided in March 2021 to add a 
brood of chicks to The Mayor’s family.  Rather 
than getting a rooster involved, she purchased 
eight fertilized eggs. Seven were brown and 
white, and one was blue.

The blue egg didn’t hatch.
“I knew the chick was alive because I 

could put it up to my ear and hear it peep-
ing,” Finnegan said. She researched the 
predicament online and learned that a 
failure to hatch “means there’s something 
wrong” and “you should let it die.” 

“Not on my watch,” she said. 
Following instructions in a YouTube video, 

Finnegan carefully cracked the egg and gently 
opened its inner membrane while spritzing 
water and keeping the chick warm under an 
incubator. Everything was streamed live on 
YouTube to The Mayor’s followers.

“Finally, it burst out of the egg and it was 
beautiful,” she said.

 But the chick wouldn’t stand up. 
“She was awake but she was lying 

on her stomach,” Finnegan said. It 
turned out the chick had perosis, 
a common poultry leg deformity.

Finnegan asked her 1,300 follow-
ers on the Chickens with Attitude 
Facebook page to suggest names 
for the chick. They included Miss 
Peeps-a-Lot, Jillian Mercado 
(after the model and actor, who 
uses a wheelchair), Robirda, 
Tiny Dancer, Bently and 
Precious. Finnegan selected 
Jolene because she likes the 
Dolly Parton song of the same 
name and because the chick tended to “lean” 
to the left because of her bad leg. 

Finnegan contacted veterinarians but 
was told there was not much to do for 
Jolene. She found a specialist at the Animal 
Medical Center on 62nd Street in Manhat-
tan who would see the bird, but it was going 
to be $800.

After raising the money from her Face-

book followers, Finnegan took The Mayor 
and Jolene on the train to the city, where 
the vet explained how to give Jolene physi-
cal therapy. 

“I would hold her in my hand and her 
injured leg would dangle down,” she said. “I 
would gently stretch the muscles so it would 
grow with the leg. Otherwise it would get 
tighter and tighter. I did it multiple times a 

day.” She even fitted Jolene with a brace. 
Finnegan loved Jolene, 

carrying her around in 
her shirt pocket. “I would 
sleep with her on the 
couch,” she said.

All went well until June 
2021, when Jolene and one 
of her siblings were attacked 
in their cage, probably by a 
rodent. 

There was only a little 
blood, Finnegan said. While 
the stronger sibling survived, 
Jolene died three days later.

“I was devastated,” Finne-
gan said. She buried Jolene in her backyard 
under a newly planted pink rose bush.

Shortly after Jolene’s death, she teamed 
with Beacon artist Melissa Nastasi to 
produce the book. “I wanted the book to 
give parents a jumping off point to let their 
kids know that not everybody fits the same 
mold,” said Finnegan.

CALL TODAY TO 
LEARN MORE:  
(845) 831-0179

55 Teller Ave. Beacon, NY, 12508
LibbyFuneralHome.com

Give yourself and your 
loved ones lasting  
peace of mind. 

Lifetime coverage  
when you are 75+ miles 
away from home.

Making  
Travel Plans 
this Year?

The True Story 
of Jolene,  
the Disability 
Awareness 
Chicken

Jolene Photo providedKaren Finnegan with The Mayor
Photo by J. Asher
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part challenge, 
part contest, 
100% delicious.
Collect stamps at participating 
shops for a chance to win a 
$100 ice cream spree!

Here’s the Scoop.
Scan QR code or visit highlandscurrent.org/icecream

Thank You to our Partners

Send a photo of your Ice Cream Passport to 
icecream@highlandscurrent.org by August 1st

 for your chance to win!

 

Ends 
July 31st!
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FOR SALE

1991 ALFA ROMERO SPIDER VELOCE 
— Italian style. Runs perfectly. Mint 
condition. Garaged. No rust. 1991 power 
steering. Chrome wheels, 5 so manual. 
Beige leather interior. Red exterior. 166k 
miles. No issues. Many service papers. 
Well maintained. Cell 917-554-4100; price: 
$14K or best offer. Car in Cold Spring.

SERVICES

CONCIERGE SERVICES — Attention busy 
professionals and active seniors: Mature 
Columbia University alum available to 
assist with your personal-admin needs, 
light-duty household chores, scheduling 
medical appointments and contractors, 
event planning, shopping, some cooking 
and driving, house-sitting, some pet 
care. Excellent references. Hourly rates. 
Prefer an exclusive live-on premises 
arrangement if we work well together. Call 
Thomas at 914-621-2703. Thank you.

HEALING BODYWORK — With Joy 
Matalon. Featured in NY Magazine as “one 
of the 15 best massage therapists offering 
CranialSacral Therapy,” with a specialty 
in SomatoEmotional Release. In addition, 
I offer Swedish massage incorporating 
CranialSacral Therapy. Trained in 
Medical Massage, Process Acupuncture, 
Meditation and Foot Reflexology with 
over 30 years’ experience. Garrison and 
Ossining locations. House calls available. 
Call 914-519-8138 or visit Joymatalon.com.

FOR RENT

COLD SPRING OFFICE — 3182 Route 9 
Plaza, 400 to 1,200 square feet, second 
floor, with private bath, kitchenette and 
parking. Call Ron at 914-490-9606.

FOR SALE

2004 SILVER CHEVY SUBURBAN — 
4-wheel drive, 120,000 miles, cream 
leather seats, heated seats. Excellent 
running condition. $4,500. Call Clara at 
914-497-0866.

EVENTS

MODERN MAKERS MARKET —Artisans, 
artists, food, live music, ice cream and 
Thai tea are coming to Cold Spring Aug. 12 
and 13, from 11 to 5 p.m. Free admission 
and free raffle. For more information 
and to see who is exhibiting go to www.
HopsontheHudson.com. Handcrafted, One 
of a Kind and Small Bath. Come and Shop 
Local! Come by train and take a short, 
four-block walk to the market. Parking can 
be found on all side streets in the village. 
Woodworkers, potters, craft beverages 
and so much more. St. Mary’s is the place!

Current  
Classifieds

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space 
for rent? Help wanted? Place 
your ad here for $9.95. See 
highlandscurrent.org/classifieds

By Chip Rowe

Editor’s note: Beacon was created in 1913 
from Matteawan and Fishkill Landing.

150 Years Ago (July 1873)
The Newburgh Telegraph reported: “A 

party of young men, eight strong, started 
yesterday morning in a small boat to have 
a clam bake. They loaded their boat with 
two kegs of lager beer and 2,000 clams and 
rowed across the river” to Fishkill Landing.

J.H. Woolhiser, the new editor of the 
Matteawan Enterprise, took a leave of 
absence to Delaware County for his health.

Twenty-five shares of capital stock in the 
First National Bank of Fishkill Landing were 
sold in lots of five each, for $136, $131, $133, 
$133 and $127. At the same time, the bank 
declared a semiannual dividend of 4 percent.

The Reformed Church debuted its new 
organ with a Tuesday night concert.

A 16-year-old Canadian boy employed at 
Aldrich’s brickyard at Dutchess Junction 
drowned in the Hudson River.

Dairymen in Dutchess County were 
complaining about their treatment by 
New York City buyers. Some of their cans 
came back full because there was too much 
milk on the market and others never came 
back. The farmers were pushing to have the 
cans included in freight bills so the railroad 
would be responsible for them.

John Kniffin was awarded a contract to 
carry the mail between Fishkill and Fish-
kill Landing.

George Cummings, a cooper from 
Newburgh, was found by a boy on the tracks 
at Fishkill Landing with a severe head injury, 
apparently after being struck by a train.

Henry Smith, who was employed by 
Josiah Fuller of Matteawan, was driving 

his team through one of Fuller’s meadows 
when he was startled by a rattlesnake in 
the road. He attempted to kill it with a stick 
but the snake struck and narrowly missed 
him. It slithered into a stone wall but left 6 
inches of its tail protruding. Fuller grabbed 
it, drew the snake out and killed it. He said 
it was 3½ feet long and had 10 rattles.

A man who said he was pushing a wheel-
barrow from New York City to Poughkeep-
sie to win a bet stopped at the Irving House 
in Fishkill for a drink. The Fishkill Stan-
dard reported that the subject was “a little 
old man, with long gray hair hanging down 
upon his shoulders and a general rusty 
appearance.” After this drink, he headed 
north into the dark. He gave his name as 
John Paulding. “Quite a number swallowed 
the whole thing as genuine, but those ‘in 
the know’ knew it was Mose Green up to 
another of his tricks,” the Standard wrote.

William Yeatman, who grew up in Fishkill 
Landing but moved to Nashville, donated a 
letter to the Tennessee State Library that 
he had received as a teenager from Davy 
Crockett. It was dated June 15, 1834, and 
sent from Washington, D.C., where Crockett 
was a member of the U.S. House. “I now look 
forward to our adjournment with as much 
interest as ever did a poor convict in the peni-
tentiary to see his last day come,” Crockett 
wrote. “If it were not for the Senate, God only 

knows what won’t become of the country.”
The wife of Caleb Knapp, a boot and shoe 

merchant in Fishkill Landing who had 
gone to New York City to purchase stock, 
became concerned when she had not heard 
from him for three days. An employee she 
dispatched could find no trace.

A reporter for The Fishkill Standard 
noted that an elm about halfway between 
the taverns of Fishkill Landing and 
Matteawan had become a popular spot for 
drunken young men to gather, creating a 
late-night “tide of blasphemy and obscen-
ity” that disturbed neighbors.

125 Years Ago (July 1898)
Etta Tillman, a choir member at the 

Presbyterian Church in Matteawan, made 
national headlines for her patriotism when 
she refused to sing “Glorious Things of Thee 
Are Spoken” because she saw in the hymnal 
it was set to the tune of the “Old Spanish 
Hymn.” The U.S. was fighting Spain at the 
time in Cuba. “I will sing no Spanish songs, 
last of all in church,” Tillman said.

Sidney Scofield, 23, of Matteawan, was 
killed in combat during the Battle of Santi-
ago de Cuba.

The New York Herald argued that the 
U.S. had become “an asylum for the cast-
off paupers and criminals of the world.” It 
cited Dr. H.E. Allison, superintendent of 
the Matteawan Asylum for the Criminally 
Insane, who praised the state commis-
sion on lunacy for its efforts to deport the 
“dependent alien insane” back to Italy, 
Germany, England and other nations that 
he alleged had cleared their prisons.

A jury awarded Ella Kay, a teacher at the 
Glenham public school, $40 [about $1,500 
today] after she sued the Board of Educa-
tion because it claimed she had taught only 
40 of the 42 weeks in the academic year. 
She had refused an offer of $20 to settle.

The Kain family of Fishkill Landing slept 
through lightning that tore off part of the 
roof and overturned furniture. Lightning 
also struck a can of dynamite on a gravel 
bank, and the explosion shook the village.

100 Years Ago (July 1923)
For the first time, the Mase Hook and 

Ladder Co. expelled a member for refusing 
to obey orders. The assistant foreman said 

Back
OOKING
BEACON

Australian golfer Joe Kirkwood, who played in Newburgh in 1923, was known for his 
trick shots and sense of humor.

Etta Tillman of Matteawan made national 
headlines in 1898 for refusing to sing a 
hymn; this image appeared in the New 
York World.

(Continued on Page 21)
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that, during a fire on Spy Hill, the unnamed 
member would not help with a ladder. The 
firefighter was a no-show at his disciplin-
ary hearing.

To attract more spectators, the Crotona 
Motorcycle Club added a band concert and 
aeroplane stunts to its annual hill climb.

A fire started by a cigarette thrown from 
a Mount Beacon incline railway trolley 
destroyed 200 feet of wooden trestle and 
stranded 600 people at the summit. They 
were rescued by firefighters who led them 
down a rough trail. The fire department 
had to use dirt, chemicals and a bucket 
brigade to extinguish the flames because 
the nearest hydrant was a mile away.

A group of Boy Scouts from Beacon were 
camping at Walton Lake near Hopewell on 
July 4 when their scoutmaster discovered a 
man sleeping in a nearby shack. He admit-
ted to being an escaped inmate from West-
chester and was turned over to the sheriff.

After an argument, the barber John Caruso 
chased a customer, Peter Lamonica, down 
Main Street with a shaving razor. The pursuit 
ended at the Holland Hotel when Lamon-
ica threw a bottle of hair tonic that struck 
Caruso, who fell and broke his razor. Police 
arrested Lamonica but said they also would 
likely pursue assault charges against Caruso.

A state judge issued a temporary restrain-
ing order against the Beacon Bus Line 
following a complaint by the Wappingers 
Falls Railway, which accused the bus line of 
picking up passengers along its trolley route.

After a car crash on Beekman Street, 
several bottles of illegal booze labeled 
“Gordon Gin” rolled from one vehicle and 
shattered on the pavement. The driver gath-
ered the remaining bottles and hurried away.

Mildred Boss, 18, of Brooklyn, was said to 
have regained the use of her paralyzed legs 
and vocal cords during the annual camp 
meeting of the Nazarenes. She was brought 
to the pulpit in a cart and, after the 500 
people in attendance prayed, was able to 
walk and talk. This according to the Naza-
renes’ district superintendent, who said he 
was willing to sign an affidavit.

A fire in the dining car of the southbound 
Buffalo Express was thought to be extin-
guished but the roof was ablaze by the time 
the train reached Beacon. The Tompkins 
Hose Co. put it out.

A block of the business district went 
without water for a week until the street 
was dug up to open the pipe, which was 
blocked by eels.

Walter Hagen, the former British Open 
golf champ, and Joe Kirkwood, the Austra-
lian champion, played with a Beacon pro, 
Eric Golden, in an exhibition at the Powel-
ton County Club in Newburgh. Kirkwood 
also gave a trick-shot demonstration.

75 Years Ago (July 1948)
The bodies of four Beacon men killed in 

combat during World War II were among the 
5,374 remains returned to the U.S. aboard the 
USAT Lawrence Victory after being buried in 
makeshift cemeteries in the U.K., France and 
Luxembourg. The men — Tech. Sgt. Freder-
ick Brewer, Staff Sgt. Raymond Detweiler, 
First Lt. Paul Facteau and Staff Sgt. Patrick 
O’Brien — all served in the Air Force.

Harry Thaw, who was 
sent to the Matteawan 
State Hospital for the 
Criminally Insane after 
he shot architect Stan-
ford White in 1906 in 
the roof garden of the 
old Madison Square 
Garden in New York 
City, left an estate worth $1.2 million [$15 
million]. His bequests included $10,000 
[$127,000] to Evelyn Nesbit, his former 
wife. Thaw said he shot White because of 
the latter’s relations with Nesbit before she 
and Thaw were married. Thaw escaped 
Matteawan about a year after being incar-
cerated and was later declared sane.

Funeral services were held at St. Luke’s 
Church for Pvt. 1st Class Guy Pendleton, 19, 
who was killed in action in Normandy on 
June 30, 1944, about three weeks after the 
allied invasion. His father was the sexton 
at the church.

Melio Bettina, the Beacon boxer, scored 
the fourth and fifth straight victories in his 
comeback after his war service, knocking 
out Austin Johnson in the second round in 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, and defeating Shamus 
O’Brien in the fourth round of a Brooklyn 
bout. Bettina was hoping for a chance at the 
heavyweight title held by Joe Louis.

A state judge overturned $9,000 in 
damages awarded by a jury to a Newburgh 
man who said he was beaten by three Beacon 
police officers, calling the judgment “grossly 
excessive.” The judge noted that the foreman 
had not revealed that he been arrested by 
Beacon police several years earlier.

Morris Shimken, 74, who had lived at 
Camp Beacon for 20 years, was killed by a 
truck while walking along Route 9D.

50 Years Ago (July 1973)
Although northern Dutchess County was 

hit hard by a storm and flooding, southern 
Dutchess fared better, with only a few roads 
closed. “It wasn’t that they were impassable 
so much as every time a car came through 
basements would be flooded by the water 
splashed up,” said Lt. George Garrison of the 
Beacon police. The second annual Beacon 
Day Parade proceeded as scheduled.

A resident urged the City Council to 
address chronic flooding in the area of 
Verplanck Avenue, Ralph Street and Mackin 
Avenue. He said the problem was caused by 
runoff from an 18-inch water main at the 
Southern Dutchess County Club that spilled 
into a vacant lot on Orchard Place.

A state appeals court upheld the contempt 
convictions of five officers of the Beacon 
Teachers Association after they led an illegal 
strike but reduced their sentences to time 
served, which had been a few hours each.

Nearly 100 patients at the Beacon Correc-
tional Center for Medical Services, formerly 
the Matteawan State Hospital, launched a 
hunger strike to protest the separation of 
those with emotional handicaps from those 
with physical handicaps.

The Beacon Environmental Recovery 
Group led a cleanup of the riverfront where 
it hoped to construct a public park near the 
abandoned ferry dock.

By a vote of 868-340, school district resi-
dents again rejected a $4.35 million build-

ing plan. The proposal, which would have 
added classrooms to Forrestal and Glenham 
elementary schools, converted Rombout 
Middle School to a high school and converted 
the high school to a middle school, had been 
rejected in an earlier vote, 1,204-597. The 
school board said it was left with two options 
because of space problems: Schedule double 
sessions or spend $1.9 million in savings on 
piecemeal construction.

A corrections officer and an inmate 
suffered minor injuries during a 30-minute 
disturbance at the Correctional Center 
for Medical Services that involved 230 
patients. The director said all the partici-
pants were ages 16 to 21 and had IQs of 70 
to 85, or “borderline mentality.”

A complaint filed with the federal 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment alleged that 100 families in the 
city’s urban renewal area were owed 
$400,000 in unpaid relocation benefits, 
such as rental assistance.

Cos Collandrea, of Alan Pontiac, noted that 
“everybody’s buying the small cars and turn-
ing in the big cars” because of a gas shortage.

Wappinger won the Dutchess County Little 
League title with a 4-1 victory over Beacon.

25 Years Ago (July 1998)
Teenagers from the Capuchin Francis-

can Youth and Family Ministry Outreach 
in Garrison teamed up with the Dutchess 
County Community Action Agency to plant 
flowers in a vacant lot at Main and Cross 
streets owned by the city.

Thirty IBM employees spent a day spruc-

ing up the Beacon Community Center, 
installing new swings, spreading mulch 
and gravel and washing windows.

The third annual Latin American Festi-
val, organized by Eddie Ramirez of R&M 
Productions, was held at Riverfront Park.

The Tallix foundry on Route 52 said it 
planned to build a $500,000 visitors’ center 
and sculpture garden to boost tourism.

The Dyson Foundation donated $15,300 
to the Martin Luther King Cultural Center 
on South Avenue to purchase eight comput-
ers for its Prepare a Teen program.

The school district launched a camp for 
fourth and fifth graders called Summer 
Opportunity for Achieving Results with 
Physical Education, Science and Technol-
ogy. On the first day, two relief pitchers for 
the Hudson Valley Renegades talked about 
the importance of math in baseball.

The Beacon Arts Coalition was looking for 
a spot to hang a mural being painted by local 
teenagers that showed people of various 
ethnic backgrounds aboard the Newburgh-
Beacon ferry that ran from 1743 to 1945.

Gwen Dozier, the owner of Gwen’s Signs 
of the Times II Unisex Salon at 190 Main 
St., complained that she was tired of asking 
people on the sidewalk to move along. “I’ve 
seen Main Street come a long way,” she told 
the Poughkeepsie Journal. “I used to have to 
sweep marijuana bags from the front of the 
store in the morning. I just don’t think they 
should be able to loiter in front of businesses.” 
Police Chief Richard Sassi said there wasn’t 
much he could do to stop people from hang-
ing out unless they were breaking the law.

(Continued from Page 20)

Harry Thaw
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Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling
75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

Study Skills & Writing Coach
For Good Grades & Great Communication

Study Guide Author Offers Local Tutoring Help

Sara Gilbert, MA
Editorial & Educational Professional
Cold Spring, NY

845-265-5295  |  saradgilbert@gmail.com

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

 

121 MAIN ST.  COLD SPRING, N.Y.

 
Altars and Alterings 

Ada Pilar Cruz | Gretchen Kane 

Gallery Hours: Fri: 3:30pm to 6:30pm  sat|sun: 12pm to 5pm 

June 30th through July 30th   2023 

WWW.BUSTERLEVIGALLERY.COM
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Students recognized for 
fourth-quarter grades

Grade 12
Principal’s List

Angelina Berlingieri, Sofia Castelhano, 
Crystal Chen, Parijat Das, Jacob DiNobile, 
Laney Ebeling, Journey Fleming, Jenna 
Griesing, Gabriella Leiva, Audrey Lewis, 
Jordyn Long, Eleanor Lopez, Lillian 
Magurno, Nuriya May, Jonah Mensch, 
Lindsay Otero, Rowan Parsaca, Lila Quinn, 
Shepard Rodgers, Hanna Rodriguez, Deme-
tra Sela, Leian Simon, Isabella Travis 

High Honor Roll
Daniel Barry, Isabella Bottiglieri, Delaney 

Brennen, Kaylee Broas, Margot Burke, 
Esther Clair, Sophia Clauson, Beatrice Dowd, 
Jhanelle Duncan, William Fahlman, Gabriela 
Foret, Sadot Garcia, Darien Gillins, Ysabel 
Heath, Liam Istvan, Farah Jaafar, Alexander 
Khalil, Campbell Kitzrow, Emma Labodin, 
Sharon Li, Sabrina Lin, Tylynn Lindsay, Carlos 
Loza Argudo, Daniel Mack, Alexis Mastran-
tuono, Elijah McKible, Brianna Moleano, 
Erin Nicholson, Shema Ntaganzwa, Emani 
Paulin, John Philipbar III, Henry Quinn, Mia 
Ramirez, Nathaniel Ramos, Thomas Rapp, 
Isabelle Ray, Ruby Rodgers, Amelia Sanker, 
Isa Schmidt, Adam Sendelbach, Michael 
Serino, Ryan Shaffer, Juliana Sulsona, Jack 
Twining Freeman, Daniel Urbanak, Liam 
Verdesi, Joseph Vollaro, Elena Zeoli

Honor Roll
Jared Alston, Mateo Alvarado, Cody 

Brooks, Julian Brown, Scott Bunker, Alexan-
der Clay, Hope Cleveringa, Madison DeLeo, 
Jason Derasmo, Danielle DiRubbio, Jaeden 
Drysdale, Isaiah Epps, Caitlynn Gonzalez, 
George Humphreys, Justin Jackson, Alex-
ander King, Gavin LaDue, Ahmad Lang, 
Gabriella Manzoeillo, Jason Mazzacone 
Jr., Sofia Mourgues, Addy Pagones, Natalie 
Quintero, Jonathan Ramirez, Natalee Reyn-
olds, Penelope Rigney, Dominic Seddon, 

Jacob Tumidaj, Jeffrey Wolfe III

Grade 11
Principal’s List

Imroz Ali, Jack Antalek, Emma Campa-
giorni, Vanessa Campanelli, Ella Cason, Olivia 
Del Castillo, Marina Elias, Jacqueline Griesing, 
Harsh Gupta, Cadence Heeter, Serena Jabar, 
Georgia Kane, Olivia Lapaz, Evan Lombardo, 
Bryce Manning, Nico McKible, Isabella 
Migliore, Karimah Muhammad, Twyla 
Nelson, Cameron O’Dell, Lillie O’Leary, Emilia 
Pastorello, Vanessa Piciacchio, Henry Reinke, 
Keira Robinson, Elizabeth Ruffy, Kasey Senior, 
Hiroto Tanaka, Rachel Thorne, Emily Wei, 
Wallace Wei, Jon-Paul Wood

High Honor Roll
Jackson Atwell, Henry Betterbid, Anthony 

Borromeo, Douglas Capawana, Rubio 
Castagna-Torres, Nicole Coliman, Elea-
nor Cunningham, Grace Delgado, Chelsea 
DerBoghossian, Jayden Featherstone, Nathan 
Filc-Helmuth, Nora Folkes, Jessica Gonzalez, 
Alexander Guobadia, Isabella Haydt, Keira 
Istvan, Zuhir Kasem, Devyn Kelly, Gabrielle 
Kuka, Shy’anne Kush, Myasia Lewis, Tian-
nah Lindsay, Leonides Lopez IV, Owen Lynch, 
William Martin, Alexandria McCollum, 
Stephen McDowell, Christopher Milewski, 
Aryah Montefusco, Vanessa Murphy, Elisa 
Pahucki, Nahari Powell, Ricardo Ramirez 
Paredes, Nina Rivers, Kiarra Rodriguez, Jack-
son Shrawder, Anisa Shtanaj, Michael Varian, 
Peter Vermeulen, Brandon Warren, August 
Wright, Ryan Zingone Redfield 

Honor Roll
Abir Ahmed, Isabella Amundson, Wiles 

Assael, Caleb Bennett, Damani Deloatch, 
Luke DeLuise, Kiana Dugger, Gabriella 
Espinal, Michael Fontaine Jr., Sienna Gorey, 
Adam Jolly Jr., Emma Joyce, Pearl Kirigi, 
Zakary Krachy, Hannah Marin, Lauren 
McDermott, Natalia Millan, Gia Morgan, 
Thomas Nocerino, Brad Patino Albarracin, 
Christopher Pirrone, Jayden Quintana, Meri-
lyn Rinaldi, Luis Rivera, Matthew Sandison, 

Owen Skorewicz, Brandon Soria, Allison 
Thomas, Jahzara Watkins, Noelle Young

Grade 10
Principal’s List

Beckett Anderson, Anabelle Arginsky, 
Taryn Beardsley, Isabel Bunker, Lila Burke, 
Christine Chen, Evelina Diebboll, Tayler 
Finley, Willa Freedman, AvaMaria Gianna, 
Sarah Jaafar, Jeannae’ Jean-Francois, 
Karma Jones, Lani Lopez, Josephine Mallon, 
Allen McKay, Addison Miller, Breanna 
Rudolph, Anastasia Santise, Jacob Signo-
relli, Jax Spodek, Serena Stampleman, Mika-
Gisselle Tates, Malcolm Wilson, Ava Zeoli 

High Honor Roll
Kendall Alston, Daniel Bridges, Tori 

Foster, Fallon Groza, Mackenzie Harman, 
Charlie Klein, Vincent Komer, Rory LaDue, 
Reilly Landisi, Paige McCredo, Jada Medley, 
Emma Merola, Ronan Moran, Mackenzie 
Phillips, Josue Pintado, Daveya Rodriguez, 
Bethany Rudolph, Katherine Ruffy, Gabriel 
Salcedo, Kayli Shand, Chloe Sheffield, 
Sortia Tripaldi, Jaycob Velastegui, Roque 
Vianna, Francis Zezza

Honor Roll
Isabella Baffuto, Kevin Beal, Jude Betan-

court, Sally Betterbid, Angelina Bottigl-
ieri, Devin Byrne, Catherine Calle-Ortiz, 
Avery Davis, Danica del Puerto-Vitti, 
Amadea Ferris, Messiah Gardner, Justin 
Gerardes, Ja’mes Gorden, Bailey Hernan-
dez, Lee Humphreys, Samuel Hutchison, 
Rowan Lane, Ela Lyons, Madison Mianti, 
Rory Mowen, Connor Murphy, Megan Nich-
olson, Amelia Padilla, Lindsay Pedersen, 
David Quezada, Santiago Romero, Mehr 
Sagri, Samiratu Sayibu, Kyla Smith, Emma 
Soltish, Natalia Sulsona, Amya Thompson, 
Justice Travis, Holly Whittemore, Saniyah 
Wiltshire, Saoirse Woods, Charles Zellinger

Grade 9
Principal’s List

Nadeen Ahmed, Alianna Alijaj, Farhana 
Antora, Alexander Browning, Parker 
Capawana, Lola Ciccone, Christian Clay, 
Erin Cleary, Peter Cohen, Tye Elias, Jonah 

Espinosa, Teo Fairbanks, Marisah George, 
Samiha Golden, Zenia Haris, Ruby Hotchkiss, 
Everly Jordan, Alina Joseph, Oren Kelleher, 
Gabrielle Khalil, Kiran Kumar, Savana Kush, 
Aron Li, Brayden Manning, Alma Mart, Aril 
McKee, Oscar McKible, Annalea Miller, Mira 
Miller, Annabelle Notarthomas, Yoland 
Rofaeil, Liliana Rybak, Mikaela Sanchez, 
Zachary Schetter, Kayla Selander, Alex Trama

High Honor Roll
Macy Alencastro, Mira Bagriyanik, Grace 

Beston, Logan Blum, James Bouchard III, 
Mirianjelis Chavez, Skylar Clair, Kiera 
D’lppolito, Diego Dickinson Case Leal, Sofia 
Domanski, Alejandro Flores Urzua, Isabella 
Galbo, Javier Gutierrez Jr., Kayla Hammond, 
Dylan Hetrick, Milo Isabell, Vincent Joao 
Jr., Michael Jones, Taylor Kelliher, Griffin 
Kitzrow, Maceo Koerner, Eric Kruze, Carlos 
Lampon III, Isabella Lee, Irene Loza Argudo, 
Melanie Lucero Barbecho, June Luedeman, 
Julia McGuire-Soellner, Aiden Montleon, Brea 
O’Flaherty, Nolan O’Malley, Jonathan Rich-
ards, Thomas Senior, Aiden Spiecker, Joanna 
Trentacosta, Juan Tutasi Jr., George Walker, 
Ri’Kya White, Mya Wright, Alexander Young 

Honor Roll
Vincent Bergerson III, Serenity Bunn, 

Samuel Callan, Alistair Cunningham, 
Emi Dickinson Case Leal, Ja’naya Fluel-
len, Gabriel Godbee, Natalie Hayden, Daisy 
Herrera, Grace Hockler, Tyler Horton, 
Chance Hunter, Shay Kane, Ryan Landisi, 
Tania Lindsay, Jaiere Newton, Khiana 
Nicholson, Adrien Okoye, Roman Proft, 
Savannah Ray, Angelina Richards, Jalaysia 
Robinson, Dominic Sceppaquercia, Desirae 
Smith, Addison Zittel 

BOCES CTI 
High Honor Roll

Christian Irizarry, Adam Jolly, Zakary 
Krachy, Amerie Madigan, Cameron O’Dell, 
Emani Paulin, Mia Ramirez, Luis Rivera

Honor Roll
Jared Alston, Riley Slosson, Jacob Tumi-

daj, Noelle Young

Beacon High School Honor Roll
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ACROSS
1. Home for a honey brunch?
5. Gas leak indicator
6. Prepare coffee beans for 

brewing
8. Ingrid’s Casablanca role
9. Pre-college exams

DOWN
1. Biker’s Harley, slangily
2. The Wire actor ____ Elba
3. “And there you have it!”
4. Dadaism pioneer Max
7. Wagner’s ____ Rheingold

For interactive sudoku and crossword answers, see highlandscurrent.org/puzzles.
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Unique Gifts, Toys, Puzzles  
for the Whole Family

86 Main St. Cold Spring, NY 10516
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CrossCurrent ACROSS

1. Satan’s purchase
5. Chest protector
8. Ski lift type
12. Old U.S. gas brand
13. Piercing tool
14. Hindu royal
15. Pub potables
16. King, in Cannes
17. Choir voice
18. New
20. Pal of Pooh
22. Stephen of Still Crazy
23. Hobbyist’s abbr.
24. Mineral-hardness scale 

name
27. Tot’s train
32. Rock’s Brian
33. Science room
34. Klutz
35. Folks from Indiana
38. Garrison
39. Flop

40. Ostrich’s kin
42. Exhibited ennui
45. In a way
49. “Metamorphoses” poet
50. Hosp. hookups
52. Carry on
53. Ms. Rowlands
54. Golf prop
55. Like some vaccines
56. Gross
57. Last letter in London
58. Mr. Disney

DOWN

1. Line of fashion?
2. Capital on a fjord
3. Secondhand
4. Also-rans
5. Clinging crustacean
6. — Jima
7. Radar dot
8. Dire
9. Hype

10. Pot starter
11. Laugh-a-minute
19. Concerning
21. Altar vow
24. “I’m not impressed”
25. Music’s Yoko
26. Snooker
28. Guffaw syllable
29. Fanatical
30. Rowing need
31. Frequently
36. Half the weekend
37. Chemical suffix
38. Groove
41. Kansas City’s st.
42. Quotable Berra
43. Opposite of “sans”
44. Bubblehead
46. O’Hara estate
47. Cameo shape
48. Fedora fabric
51. Victory sign
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sudoCurrent WordLadder
Can you go from BURNT to CUFFS in 6 words? 
Change one letter for each rung in the ladder.

BURNT

CUFFS

CrossWord
MICro

Puzzle Page Sponsored by

READS 
REAPS 
HEAPS 
HEALS 
DEALS 
DIALS
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By Michael Turton 

If any car can claim 
beauty is in the eye 
of the beholder, 

it’s the AMC Gremlin, 
which was built from 
1970 to 1978. 

In the 1960s the American Motors Corp. 
sold quite a few cars, including the Rambler, 
but lagged behind the Big 3 (Ford, General 
Motors and Chrysler). It needed a subcom-
pact to compete with the Ford Pinto and 
Chevy Vega, as well as imports such as the 
Volkswagen Beetle and Toyota Corolla. 

AMC lacked the financing to produce a 
new line of cars, so designer Dick Teague 
customized the Hornet, creating the Grem-
lin, with its wedge-shaped rear end. 

Philipstown resident Robert Young 
bought his 1973 Gremlin X on eBay 14 years 
ago for $3,999, plus $1,000 for shipping 
from California.

He was motivated more by nostalgia 
than appearance. “I had one as a kid,” he 
said. “They were different, and I wanted 
another one.”

Young said people are not shy with their 

comments. “One guy said, ‘Where’s the 
rest of your car, toots?’ ” Young said with a 
laugh, noting the question was not random 
— it was used in a Gremlin television ad.

AMC often used humor in its Gremlin 
commercials and even introduced the car 
on April Fools’ Day in 1970. According to 
legend, Teague’s initial sketch of the car 
was done on an air sickness bag. 

Reviews of the Gremlin have varied 
greatly. Business Week included it in a list of 
the ugliest cars of the past 50 years and Time 
dubbed it “one of the worst cars of all time.” 

At the same time, Consumer Reports 
gave the Gremlin the top rating among six 
subcompacts it tested and Mechanix Illus-
trated said it was “dollar-for-dollar the best 
American buy of the year.”

With its six-cylinder engine, Grem-
lin had the best fuel economy in its class. 
That, combined with reliability and sturdy 
construction, made it popular.

During its nine-year run, drivers in the 
U.S. and Canada purchased 671,475 Grem-
lins, with sales peaking at 171,128 in 1974. 

Some fans ended up in the Oval Office. 
Bill Clinton crisscrossed Arkansas in a 
Gremlin during his 1974 congressional 

campaign and George W. Bush drove one as 
a Harvard student. (He received an MBA in 
1975.) His 1973 model had a quirky option: 
The interior was upholstered in denim, 
with metal buttons, copper-colored stitch-
ing and a red Levi’s patch. 

In Philipstown, Young says he likes driv-
ing the car and fielding comments, including 
those voiced at the Bear Mountain car show, 
where a Corvette owner refused to park next 
to him. “It’s just fun to drive,” Young said, 
despite the car having “no power anything.” 

His Gremlin originally featured a 304 
cubic-inch V8, but the previous owner 
replaced it with a 401 cubic-inch V8 from 
an AMC Matador. 

“It has plenty of power,” Young said, 
noting he’s had it up to 100 mph. As for gas 
mileage, “if it gets 10 to 15 mpg, that 
would be a lot.”

The odometer reads 98,000 miles but 
Young wonders if the car has actually trav-
eled 198,000 miles. The body, including the 
original orange paint, has no rust. 

Young’s Gremlin X is bare-bones; its radio 
is aftermarket and it has no air condition-
ing. But it does have a glove box and the rear 
window opens, which is not true of all models.

A Brief History of 
American Motors 
American Motors Corp. began in 1954 
with the merger of the Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp. and the Hudson Motor Car Co. — 
the largest corporate marriage in U.S. 
history at the time. By 1957, the Nash 
and Hudson brands were replaced by 
Rambler and Metropolitan. Later AMC 
models included the Javelin, Hornet, 
AMX, Pacer, Matador and Ambassador. 

AMC purchased Kaiser Jeep in 1970 
and in 1980 partnered with Renault 
to produce the Alliance and Encore. 
Chrysler purchased AMC in 1990 and it 
was folded into the Jeep-Eagle division. 

Classic Wheels

1973 AMC Gremlin X

The Specs 
Manufacturer: American Motors Corp.

Production years: 1970–78 

Total Made: 671,475 

Assembly: Kenosha, Wisconsin; 
Brampton, Ontario; Mexico

Class: Subcompact

Body: Two-door hatchback

Engine: 258 cubic-inch inline  
six-cylinder; 304 cubic-inch V8; 
401 cubic-inch muscle car

Transmission: 3-speed Chrysler Torque- 
Flite automatic; 3- or 4-speed manual

Purchase price: $1,879 to $2,299 
($12,912 to $15,798 today)


