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The Sun  
Rises on Solar

Residents, officials 
embrace community 

approach 
By Leonard Sparks

A free energy supply, provided by 
the sun, is a prize out of reach for 
many businesses and property 

owners. They may have north-facing roofs, 
which tilt away from the sun’s southern 
arc in the Northern Hemisphere; inad-
equate space for ground-mounted arrays; 
or simply cannot afford a solar-power 
system, even with generous incentives. 

One alternative is community solar, 
in which individuals, businesses and 
organizations “subscribe” to the energy 
produced by privately funded solar farms 
and receive renewable-energy credits on 
their electricity bills. In New York, the 
mandated discount is 10 percent.

Several hundred households, businesses 
and most of Putnam County’s libraries 
have joined a community-solar program, 
said Joe Montouri, the executive director 
of Sustainable Putnam. “It’s a great deal. 
It costs nothing to sign up and there’s no 
penalties for quitting, although I don’t 
know why anybody would quit.” 

Utility-scale solar projects — generally 
over 10 megawatts — are expected to do 
much of the heavy lifting as New York 
State moves to mitigate climate change by 
replacing power derived from fossil fuels 
with solar, hydropower and wind. But 
individuals, municipalities and organi-
zations are also embracing the transition. 
After declining in 2017 and remaining 
stable through 2020, solar installations 
in New York have been rising. 

There are at least eight firms that 
provide community solar in the Hudson 
Valley. Sustainable Putnam partners with 
a firm called PowerMarket, which serves 

(Continued on Page 16)

COMMUNITY DAY — Cold Spring celebrated on Sept. 2 on Main Street with face painting, cotton candy, magic tricks, a pie contest, 
juggling and a stilt-walker. For more photos, see Pages 14-15. � Photo by Ross Corsair

School board considering 
details of $35.7 million 
capital project
By Joey Asher

To move ahead with the first phase 
of a $35.7 million plan to upgrade 
and expand the Haldane campus, 

district residents would have to approve a 
tax increase of 10.5 percent, according to 
a study shared with the school board at its 
meeting on Tuesday (Sept. 5).

That amounts to about $1,100 in new 
taxes for a Philipstown home valued at 
$600,000, according to an analysis done 
by Capital Markets Associates, a consult-
ing firm hired by the district.

If the board decides to go ahead with 

the project, a referendum on whether to 
borrow the money to finance it would 
likely be included on the ballot in May with 
the annual budget and trustee vote.

Phase I of the master plan includes a 
range of projects, including a new wing at 
the high school that would include a student 
center, science and tech lab, and classroom. 
Combined with an addition for an existing 

Study: Haldane Plan Would Raise Taxes 10.5 Percent

(Continued on Page 5)

Healey dealerships depart, 
and changes expected
By Jeff Simms

With four substantial parcels on 
Fishkill Avenue (Route 52) owned 
by Healey Brothers auto dealer-

ships on the market, the Beacon City Council 
says it will consider rezoning a portion of the 
corridor to spur mixed-use development that 
could include affordable housing. 

The council discussed the first draft of a 
rezoning proposal during its workshop on 

Tuesday (Sept. 5). A public hearing would 
be required before any council vote. 

There are a number of elements at play in 
the corridor, which hugs Fishkill Creek as it 
wends from Beacon toward Hopewell Junc-
tion. The first is the four Healey properties. 

The largest, with a 20,000-square-foot 
retail building, is listed for $3.2 million. A 
second, with a 10,200-square-foot show-
room, is $1.8 million, and two additional 
lots, each with buildings, are listed for 
$1.45 million and $450,000. 

The Healey brothers — Paul and Dwight 
— announced in April that they were moving 

the Ford dealership to a larger location on 
Route 9 in Poughkeepsie after purchasing 
the Friendly Ford dealership there. 

Construction is also underway on a 
Healey Hyundai facility on Route 52 in 
Fishkill that is expected to open in Decem-
ber. The brothers’ Mitsubishi dealership 
moved to Middletown and the Lincoln 
dealership is now in Goshen.

The Healey business was approaching 
its 40th year in Beacon; Bill Healey, the 
father of the brothers, owned a Chevy deal-
ership in Goshen when he purchased Shaw 

Beacon Could Rezone Fishkill Avenue Corridor

(Continued on Page 7)
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By Michael Turton

Matt Sherman, who lives in Cold 
Spring, is in his ninth season as 
coach of the men’s rugby team 

at West Point and last year led the Black 
Knights to a Division 1-A national cham-
pionship. As a player, he was a three-time 
All-American at the University of Califor-
nia and played for three seasons on the U.S. 
national team. 

What did you like about rugby 
the first time you played?

When I was growing up 
in Piedmont, California, I 
played everything: football, 
basketball, baseball. When 
I was 15, my friends and I 
were coming home from 
school, and our older 
brothers “kidnapped” us 
and forced us to play. I’d 
never heard of the sport; I was 
scared out of my mind. But 
I survived and started 
to like it, and 
joined 

my high school team. It’s a challenging, physi-
cal game that requires endurance. You have to 
be brave and make a ton of decisions. Every-
one’s a leader; everyone’s a decision-maker. 
You’re trying to find cohesion in a chaotic, 
high-pressure environment.

Are rugby rivalries as serious as in 
football? 

All rugby is serious. The annual Army-
Navy match is an intense, emotional day. 
[Navy won the 2023 national title; the 

teams meet at West Point on Nov. 10.] 
It’s hard to beat the Army-Navy 
football game, but for us, it’s the 
pinnacle experience, always 
before a massive crowd. We 
have other big rivals; Penn 
State and St. Bonaventure 
are always good. A lot of West 
Coast teams are quite good, 

including Cal and Brigham 
Young. I also played at the 

University of Oxford in England. 
It’s a strange, unique place in a lot 

of ways. Rugby is essentially a 
graduate-student team that 

is all about one game 
versus Cambridge, 

the same as with 
the rowing race 

[between the two schools]. Your season 
comes down to one match in front of 50,000 
people in Twickenham Stadium. 

You also coached at Stanford. How do 
the cadets compare? 

The demands on the cadets are much 
higher, yet they have the mindset of always 
wanting to do more. I’m blessed to coach 
kids like that. But sometimes they need to 
measure themselves less, or they’ll burn 
out. In some ways, less is more at Army. 
There’s such a great opportunity to tie 
the team into the greater purpose of West 
Point, to develop leaders of character to 
fight and win our nation’s wars. If rugby 
can help them develop, I find tremendous 
meaning in that, as do the players.

Rugby requires far less protective 
equipment than football. Is that more 
dangerous?

I think the number of injuries works out 
to be about the same. People argue that 
less equipment helps promote safer tack-
ling because you’re not going to weaponize 
your body as much. You’re going to use tech-
niques that protect you. Beginning 10 to 15 
years ago, when awareness of concussions in 
football increased, a lot of football coaches 
borrowed those safer rugby techniques. You 
see more of that style in football now.

What was it like to play for the 
national team?	

It was phenomenal. Being able to represent 
your country — and to play in a World Cup 
[in 2003] — is always special. I played rugby 
on every continent except Antarctica. Ireland 
was special; we played in the storied stadium 
on Landsdowne Road in Dublin. We played 
New Zealand’s famous Maori team. Playing 
Russia in northern Mongolia on the Trans-
Siberian Railway was unique — and a very 
hostile environment. They wanted to beat us, 
for sure. I don’t remember the score, but we 
lost a close game. I do remember breakfast 
— cow tongue. It was also hostile when we 
faced the Georgians in Tbilisi. In some places, 
it was more about the environment than the 
team we were playing. 

FIVE QUESTIONS: MATT SHERMAN

As a kid,  
did you like going 
back to school?

By Michael Turton

David Neumann, Cold Spring

I didn’t hate it, but 
I was nervous.

I loved the  
frenzy of it all.

I loved it.  
Now I’m a 
teacher!

Nam Adrian Velazquez, Beacon

Maria Clegg, Beacon

All tickets available at  
www.philipstowndepottheatre.org

Aery One Act  
Play Festival 

Sept 8-17

Depot Cabaret:  
Beth Leavel 

Sept 23 at 7pm 

Depot Cabaret: 
Bryce Edwards 
Frivolity Hour 

Sept 24 at 4pm

Depot Docs:  
After the Bite

Sept 29 at 7:30pm

NOTICE

The Philipstown Planning Board 
will hold their regular monthly 
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 
21st, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Philipstown Town Hall, 238 
Main St., Cold Spring, NY.

If you are unable to join in 
person but would like to 
watch, the meeting will be 
livestreaming on youtube.com, 
search for Philipstown Planning 
Board September 2023.
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Bear Mountain  
Park Reopens
Most repairs completed after  
July flooding

The Trailside Museums and Zoo, Bear 
Mountain Inn and Perkins Memo-

rial Drive at Bear Mountain State Park 
reopened Sept. 2 following repairs to 
damage caused by flooding in early July.

The Hessian Lake paddle boat rent-
als, carousel, bathrooms and drinking 
water fountains and South Entrance also 
reopened. The picnic grounds and Hessian 
Lake loop trail opened Aug. 23.

Many of the hiking trails will remain 
closed until repairs can be completed in 
coming months. See bit.ly/bm-trail-map for 
updates. The pool bathhouse will reopen for 
the 2024 season. Parking remains limited. 

Putnam to Rehab 
Firefighter Center
Pandemic aid will pay for  
most of project

The Putnam Legislature on Tuesday 
(Sept. 5) approved spending $1.3 

million to demolish and rebuild the coun-
ty’s firetraining center because of safety 
concerns and to help agencies recruit and 
retain first responders.  

In a series of unanimous votes, the nine 
legislators authorized spending $1 million 
in American Rescue Plan funds that had 
been earmarked for police and fire radios; 
$50,000 from the county Bureau of Emer-
gency Services maintenance account; 
$50,000 in federal aid; and $200,000 in 
renovation capital reserve funds, which the 
county hopes to replenish with grants. 

In August, County Executive Kevin Byrne 
said a training tower at the site in Carmel 
has not been used in a decade because of 

its poor condition, and that another facil-
ity was often closed for repairs. As a result, 
local firefighters in Putnam travel to neigh-
boring counties for training, he said.

“This is an example of the county giving 

back to our municipalities, our town fire 
departments,” said Paul Jonke of Southeast, 
who chairs the Legislature.

The center is expected to open next 
summer.

Award Winners in  
Cold Spring
Be a Friend, Love Letter recognized

	¢ The Be a Friend Project, based in Cold 
Spring, was named the winner of the annual 
Spirit of Matthew Award by the Matthew 
Shepard Foundation, created by Judy and 
Dennis Shepard in memory of their 21-year-
old gay son, who was beaten to death in 1998 
in Laramie, Wyoming. According to Jennifer 
Young, executive director of Be a Friend, the 
award honors all the young people who have 
participated by writing encouraging letters 
to victims of bullying. It will be presented to 
Be a Friend next month in Denver.

	¢ Love Letter, which Alethea Hohenberger 
opened on Main Street in Cold Spring in June 
2022, was recognized as the “best newcomer” 
in the U.S. and Canada at The Best of Intima 
Awards held in New York City on July 30. The 
awards are sponsored by a magazine that 
covers the lingerie and swimwear industry.

N E W S  B R I E F S

East Fishkill: Man Charged 
With Attempted Murder
Allegedly drove directly at officers in 
stolen police car

An Oneonta man was arrested on Sept. 1 
and charged with four felonies, includ-

ing attempted murder. He was detained 
after crashing a stolen car in the south-
bound lanes of the Taconic State Parkway 
near the Route 301 exit in Putnam County.

Police said East Fishkill officers responded 
at 12:15 p.m. to a report of a burglary in prog-
ress at a residence on Hortontown Road. 
When confronted inside the home, the 
suspect ran and stole an unmarked police 
car. Officers said he drove directly at them, 
and one officer fired a single shot.

After the crash, Joseph Gourd, 41, of 

Oneonta, was charged with attempted 
murder of a police officer, burglary, reckless 
endangerment, grand larceny and posses-
sion of stolen property. He was arraigned 
in the Town of East Fishkill court and sent 
to the Dutchess County Jail.

Sloatsburg:  
Spa Buys Historic Estate

A company that runs exclusive wellness 
retreats in California, Colorado and 

Italy has purchased a 2,000-acre estate in 
western Rockland County for $11 million, 
according to The Poughkeepsie Journal.

Known as Table Rock, the estate was built 
for a grandson of Alexander Hamilton and 
his wife, a daughter of banker J.P. Morgan. 
After renovations to the 40,000-square-
foot house, The Ranch Hudson Valley is 
scheduled to open in March.

The mansion is the former home of 
The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, 
a Byzantine Catholic order. As a resort, 
the property will have 25 guest rooms; the 
2,000-square-foot ballroom will become 
a gym.

Pricing has not been set, but a seven-day 
stay in The Ranch in Malibu is $7,600 per 
person.

Wappingers Falls: Police 
Arrest Men After Chase
Allegedly attempted to steal from 
Home Depot

Wappingers Falls police arrested 
three men on Aug. 29 who allegedly 

attempted to steal electrical equipment 
from Home Depot before leading officers 
on a chase that ended in Putnam County.

The Home Depot at 1570 Route 9 alerted 
police at 2:45 p.m. of a larceny in prog-
ress: Three men had filled garbage bags 
with electrical equipment valued at about 
$1,800. Police said one suspect assaulted a 
store employee as they fled.

The suspects left the scene in a gray 
Chevy sedan with Florida plates, lead-
ing police on a chase through the Town of 
Poughkeepsie (where it had a minor colli-
sion with a motorcycle) and the Town of 
LaGrange before taking the Taconic State 

Parkway south to Interstate 84 in Putnam 
County. There, the sedan struck a second 
vehicle and was disabled.

Police arrested three Brooklyn men iden-
tified as Trent A. Dance, 20, William M. 
Harvin Jr., 24, and Mekhi R. Murphy, 25. 
Each was charged with robbery and grand 
larceny. In addition, Murphy was charged 
with criminal conspiracy. Police deter-
mined the vehicle had been rented from 
Hertz with a fake identity.

Dance and Murphy were sent to the 
Dutchess County Jail with a $50,000 and 
$25,000 bail, respectively. Harvin was 
released until his next court date. Police 
said Dance has numerous arrest warrants; 
Murphy was issued 60 traffic tickets.

Police believe the men also stole electri-
cal equipment valued at $5,500 to $8,800 
from the same Home Depot on Aug. 21. 
Police in Port Chester and Ulster are also 
investigating similar larcenies. A Wapping-
ers Falls detective identified the men as 
members of a Brooklyn street gang known 
as the Rich Bosses. 

Putnam County Executive Kevin Byrne and other elected officials, in a news conference 
on Aug. 9, called for a new fire training center.� Putnam County

Alethea Hohenberger, who owns Love 
Letter in Cold Spring, was named the best 
newcomer at The Best of Intima Awards 
held July 30 in New York City.� Photo provided
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Fjord Trail
How will this committee not be biased 

since it was formed by the outfit that is 
trying to push this debacle on residents who 
vehemently oppose the idea as presented 
(“Fjord Trail Forms Data Committee,” Sept. 
1)? Will this be more “fake science” from the 
shoreline destroyers?

Tony Bardes, Philipstown

Hudson Hil’s
This is devastating news (“Hudson Hil’s 

to Close,” Sept. 1). Weekend breakfast at 
Hudson Hil’s has been a highlight for us 
since we arrived in Philipstown. Of course, 
13 years is a stupendous run — longer than 
either of us have been in the adult work-
force — and Hilary and Bob Hayes should 
be incredibly proud of what they’ve accom-
plished. Thanks for all of the fantastic 
mornings, Hudson Hil’s!

Michael Edgar and Marissa Neiwirth, 
Nelsonville

Oh no! My favorite Cold Spring place. I’ll 
miss it.

Catherine Lisotta, via Facebook

What might replace it? How I miss the 
diners we had back in the day. And a deli? 
These are the two businesses that would 

thrive quite well. A quick easy breakfast 
where I don’t need to take out a mortgage, 
or a nice deli sandwich.

Jeff Phillips, via Facebook

A place that stays open past 8 p.m. would 
be great.

Jeannine Malvey, via Facebook

Glenham Mills
I would love to see the land used for a 

company that wants to bring good jobs 
to the people who already live in the area 
(“Former Texaco Site Still on Market,” Sept. 
1). We don’t need more residential and chil-
dren attending the Beacon school district. 
How about a sports dome so our kids can 
practice and play indoors in the winter 

without having to drive a half hour?
Gillian Ramkalawon, via Facebook

ARP Dutchess
Your report on how Dutchess is spending 

its pandemic relief funds failed to touch on 
the fact that the Republican leadership in 
the county Legislature removed 75 percent 
of the funding it promised to increase acces-
sibility to high speed internet for all (“Comp-
troller Details ARP Spending,” Sept 1).

John Gorman, via Facebook
The editor replies: The comptroller refers 

to this and other changes in her report, 
noting that the county executive made 
updates on June 30 to the American Rescue 
Fund spending plan that included reducing 
the budget for expanding high-speed inter-
net from $1 million to $270,790. The county 
also reclassified money it intended to spend 
on creating a homeless shelter in a build-
ing it purchased in Poughkeepsie; it now 
plans to use the building for office space and 
repurpose a former county jail. Our story 
online contains a link to the full report.

The Current is a nonprofit venture 
supported by donations from its members. 
To join, see highlandscurrent.org/join.
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HOWLAND
CULTURAL

CENTER

4 7 7  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  B e a c o n ,  N Y  1 2 5 0 8
w w w. h o w l a n d c u l t u r a l c e n t e r. o r g  ( 8 4 5 )  8 3 1 - 4 9 8 8

f a c e b o o k . c o m / h o w l a n d c e n t e r b e a c o n
h o w l a n d c u l t u r a l c e n t e r t i x . c o m

Check our website + media for more events,  info + tickets

Sept 10 - CLASSICS for KIDS - Instrument Petting Zoo
Sept 11 - ARGENTINE TANGO - 8 Weeks of Tango Lessons

Sept 16 - The ARTICHOKE - Storytelling Series
Sept 22 - The MOMMYHEADS & Per from EggStone 

Sept 30 - STEVE KATZ

Sat – September 9 – 8 PM
ERIC STARR - A Celebration Of Women In History

Cold Spring composer to celebrate two writers
and social campaigners Vera Brittain +Winifred Holtby. 

Actor Brandy Burre reads their poetry,
Hannah Holman plays cello and Lara Saldanha is on piano. 

Tix adv $20 or $25 at the door - howlandculturalcentertix.com

Sat + Sun – September 9 + 10 – 1-5 PM
“REALISM ON THE HUDSON”

An exhibition of traditional paintings and drawings.
Commemorating the AAPL’s 95th anniversary.

Q & A
will follow the
performance.

Correction
An article in the Sept. 1 issue 
about tango lessons being offered 
by Emiliano De Laurentiis at the 
Howland Cultural Center in Beacon 
identified his longtime collaborator 
as Dario Moffa, an Italian. In fact, we 
had the wrong Dario: He is Dario Da 
Silva, an Argentinian.
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SEPTEMBER AT TCCC
SAT., SEPT. 9TH, 3:00 PM

Poppin’ Through  
the Decades 
Putnam Chorale  

Summer Ensemble

SUN., SEPT. 10TH, 2:00 PM

Portraits in Oil  
by Coulter Young
Art Exhibit and Reception

Live music by Annie Ekizian

SUN., SEPT 17TH, 3:00 PM

Poets’ Corner  
Open Mic

Featuring Donna Massini

SAT., SEPT. 23RD, 7:30 PM

Songs, Stories, & Art
Multimedia show by  
John John Brown

Visit TompkinsCorners.org  
for info, tickets, and links. garrisonartcenter.org

845-424-3960

Sept. 30 - Oct. 1
10 am - 5 pm

 With over 65 exhibitors, live music,
local food, and pottery

demonstrations, Garrison Craft has
something for everyone.

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE 
$18 for Two Adults, online only
$10 for One Adult

TICKETS AT THE GATE 
$9 Seniors
$5 Military Discount 
$10 for One Adult
FREE for kids under 12

TO SEE A FULL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS,
AND PRE-PURCHASE TICKETS, PLEASE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR QR CODE. 

FREE weekend parking available at
Garrison Metro-North train station.
Garrison Craft is located just steps
from the train station.

science lab in the building, it would amount 
to an increase of 18,946 square feet.

The plan also has extensive infrastruc-
ture projects, including changes to vehicu-
lar traffic circulation, upgraded fire alarms, 
improved Americans with Disabilities Act 
compliance, improved air conditioning and 
replacement of the school clocks. 

The next step is public comment, said 
Peggy Clements, who chairs the board. “For 
good reasons, people will have questions, 
and the board and district leaders want to 

answer them,” Clements said. 
“The board wants to make sure the 

community understands that the work we’re 
considering for Phase 1 consists of projects 
that the district and members of the commu-
nity have collectively identified as the most 
important,” she said. “Many of these address 
needs that we’ve discussed for years.”

The board is expected to reach a decision 
on how to move forward by the end of Octo-
ber, said Superintendent Philip Benante. 
He said that he and the board soon will be 
meeting with parents and other residents 
to discuss the project and consider whether 
to modify it to reduce its cost. 

Benante said that a tax increase would 
likely be phased in over three years. He 
added that the district is eligible to receive 
$9.3 million in state aid for the project. 

The district’s three-phase master plan 
includes $108 million in capital improve-
ments over 15 years and is designed to bring 
its facilities in line with districts that are 
comparable in quality and size.

According to CSArch, the Newburgh 
architecture firm that drafted the plan, 
Haldane’s facilities are “undersized,” with 
only 148 square feet per student, compared 
with 205 square feet in similar area schools. 

The second and third phases of the 
master plan would add 29,000 square feet of 
indoor space and include a gymnasium and 
350-seat auditorium at the high school and a 

new fitness and wellness center in the build-
ing that houses the elementary and middle 
schools. After completion of the entire plan, 
the district would have 208 square feet per 
student, according to CSArch. 

Benante said that additional phases of the 
master plan could be timed for implemen-
tation as the first phase is being completed, 
minimizing further tax increases.

Haldane Plan (from Page 1)

The Haldane master plan includes adding an outdoor auditorium to the hillside west of 
the high school, as well as an indoor auditorium and student center.

District cuts costs but 
students have longer rides
By Joey Asher

The Garrison School buses generated 
fumes this week — and not just from 
their tailpipes.

Eight parents attended the school board 
meeting on Wednesday (Sept. 6) to vent 
about the bus service, which has been 
curtailed for 2023-24 as part of efforts to 
avoid asking residents to override a state-
mandated limit on tax increases.

“What an outrage,” said Katie Cucchiarella, 
who lives on South Mountain Pass, in south-
ern Philipstown, and told The Current that 
her first grader’s ride to school changed from 
15 minutes to an hour. She is driving him to 
school but said he misses traveling with his 
friends. “It’s unfortunate,” she said.

During the spring budget process, Garri-
son cut its bus service from four 66-passenger 

vehicles to three large buses and a 20-passen-
ger van. Joseph Jimick, the business adminis-
trator, said the move saved $120,000. 

“The choice was a bus or a teacher,” he said. 

While the buses can accommodate up to 
300 students, Superintendent Carl Albano 
said ridership is usually 30 to 40 percent 
below capacity. The district also offers 
transportation for its high school students 
from the Garrison School to Haldane, 
O’Neill and Putnam Valley.

At the Wednesday meeting, Jimick said 
that “the routes are longer for everyone.” 
To make the system as fair as possible, the 

district is attempting to ensure that if a 
student has a long ride in the morning, the 
child will have a shorter ride in the afternoon. 

Jimick also said that the buses no longer 
go through as many neighborhoods, stopping 
at or near driveways. Instead, the district 
created “community stops” that are not 
always within easy walking distance of home. 

He said these issues were discussed in the 
spring when the district was seeking ways 
to cut costs and avoid a second consecu-
tive request to taxpayers to override the 
cap. The board adopted a $12.56 million 
budget that included a 3.3 percent increase, 
matching its state cap for 2023-24. The year 
before, residents OK’d an override (which 
requires 60 percent approval) of 6.6 percent 
(the cap was 2.2 percent) but only after 
rejecting a request for a 9.18 percent hike.

Speaking at the meeting, Ned Rauch, 
who has two children at the school, said 
that the bus changes are the result of the 
board’s failure to ask for an override. “We 

got what we asked for, which was a lousy 
bus system,” he said.

Rauch, who lives within 2 miles of 
the school, said that his children have 
a 10-minute ride in the morning and a 
45-minute ride home in the afternoon. 
As a result, he picks them up after school. 
“It’s too long for little kids who are already 
exhausted at the end of the day,” he said. 

Other parents expressed frustration 
with their community stops. Ryan Quinn, 
who has one child at Garrison and two at 
Haldane High School, said that the bus 
used to stop at her driveway in Continen-
tal Village but is now a 10-minute walk to a 
spot she says is dangerous. “Winston Lane 
has become a speedway,” she said, although 
she noted the time her children spend on 
the bus hasn’t changed much.

Jimick added that bus-route challenges 
are not unusual during the first weeks of 
school. “There’s some tweaking that will 
have to take place,” he said.

Parents Unhappy With Garrison Bus Routes 

The choice was a 
bus or a teacher.

~Joseph Jimick,  
business administrator

Many of these 
[proposals] address 

needs that we’ve 
discussed for years.

~Peggy Clements,  
Haldane school board

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.
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Damage at West Point 
leaves no place to dock
By Michael Turton

Details are yet to be finalized for 
the annual fall boat cruises that 
dock at Cold Spring. James Barker, 

a representative of Seastreak cruises, 
told the Cold Spring Village Board at 
its Wednesday (Sept. 6) workshop that 
damage caused by the severe storms July 
9 at the West Point dock has complicated 
the company’s plans. 

As part of its agreement with the village 
to preserve scenic views, Seastreak has 
docked some of its boats at West Point 
after dropping passengers at Cold Spring. 
The company has been permitted to leave 
a boat at the Cold Spring dock during its 
four-hour visit once per weekend. 

That arrangement worked well. For the 
past two seasons, Seastreak added tours of 
West Point, which Barker said were popu-
lar. However, because of the storm damage, 
West Point has not allowed Seastreak to 
dock this year.

Barker said the company has approached 
Bear Mountain State Park about docking 
there after dropping passengers in Cold 
Spring. If that is not an option, the Village 
Board will have to decide whether all boats 
can remain at the Cold Spring dock for the 
duration of each visit. 

The village has anticipated more than 
$46,000 in docking fees from Seastreak 
from up to three cruises per weekend from 
Friday to Sunday. If the company can only 
run one cruise per weekend, the drop in reve-
nue for Cold Spring would be substantial. 

“We have to be very pragmatic and real-
istic,” Mayor Kathleen Foley said, adding 
that because installation of Main Street 
parking meters is behind schedule, reve-
nue from that source will also fall short.

“I don’t love having the boats docked 
there,” she said. “But I am more comfort-
able with it than I would be under normal 
circumstances.”

The mayor said while having every 
Seastreak boat stay at the dock will make 
some people unhappy, “it’s just real at this 
point, budget-wise.” 

During the public comment period, resi-
dent Walter Ulmer questioned increasing 
the boats’ carbon footprint by making 
them travel empty to Bear Mountain and 
back, “for the convenience of folks who 
don’t want to see boats at the dock.” 

Ulmer commented that if the village 
is seriously committed to environmen-
tal responsibility, “let’s take Bear Moun-
tain off the table and just live with a little 
inconvenience.”

A decision on Seastreak will be made 
after the board receives more details on 
Bear Mountain dockings and a proposed 
cruise schedule. Seastreak boats have 
typically come to Cold Spring from mid-
September through mid-November on 
Saturdays, Sundays and some Fridays. 

In other business…

	¢ Public hearings on revisions to Chap-
ter 126 (Vehicles and Traffic) and Chapter 
127 (Residential Parking Program) of the 
Village Code have been postponed pending 
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s consideration of a bill 
that would enable expansion of a parking 
program to include streets in the upper 
village. Foley said the process will proceed 
for the residential parking program on the 
11 streets east of the Metro-North tracks 
previously approved by the state.

	¢ Trustee Laura Bozzi is looking into elec-
tric-vehicle charging stations on village-
owned properties as part of a Central 
Hudson installation grant. Sites discussed 
include Main Street near St. Mary’s Church, 
the municipal parking lot on Fair Street, 
the Visitor Center, High Street, Northern 
Avenue, Market Street and the corner of B 
Street and Mountain Avenue. Foley noted 
that the Butterfield redevelopment site 
plans to add four EV chargers that will 
be available to the public for a fee, and to 
Butterfield residents at a discount.

	¢ The agreement with CivicPlus, the 
company that provides the template for 
the village website, will be renewed for 
another year. Foley said the village will 
look at other providers during next year’s 
budget discussions. 

Seastreak Cruises Still Unresolved

Dutchess County 
Documents  
Climate Threats
Will identify risks to 
bridges, railways, roads 
By Leonard Sparks

As New York State prepares to dole 
out funding to prevent f lood-
ing and protect infrastructure,  

Dutchess County is busy identifying the 
bridges, roads and railroad lines most 
threatened by severe weather. 

Storms that cause flooding and land-
slides pose the greatest risk to infrastruc-
ture, including culverts and rail trails, 
according to the Dutchess County Trans-
portation Council (DCTC). 

Its 16 voting members include Beacon 
Mayor Lee Kyriacou, Fishkill Supervisor 
Ozzy Albra and other elected officials, as well 
as the chairman and CEO of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority and a state Depart-
ment of Transportation commissioner. 

Severe storms, such as the one that 
occurred July 9, have sent floodwaters 
and debris from eroded embankments 
onto the tracks of Metro-North’s Hudson 
Line, disrupting service for residents in 
the Highlands. 

During that July storm, which dropped 
as much as 2 inches of rain per hour, a 
Metro-North train filled with passengers 
became stuck for hours near Manitou 
Station in Garrison. In 2021, the remnants 
of Hurricane Ida also inflicted heavy 
damage to the Hudson Line.

The tracks are sure to be included in the 
DCTC list. The goal of its study is to help the 
county, the state Department of Transpor-
tation and Metro-North decide which pieces 
of infrastructure should be prioritized with 
funding, said Mark Debald, the Dutchess 

transportation program administrator. 
“You could have a [high-risk] bridge 

that may only get 200 vehicles crossing a 
day,” said Debald. “How’s that compared to 
another bridge that’s high-risk but carry-
ing 10,000 vehicles a day?” 

One funding source could be New York 
State’s $4.2 billion Environmental Bond 
Act, which voters approved in November 
2022. Raising and relocating flood-prone 
roads and other infrastructure, and improv-
ing the ability of bridges and culverts to 
withstand flooding, are among the projects 
eligible for $650 million of the fund.

The DCTC began its study in December. 
Four months ago, it released an assessment 
of the county’s changing weather patterns, 
including rising temperatures and more-
intense storms. 

According to that report, July 2020 
was the warmest month on record in 
Dutchess, with an average temperature of 
77.8 degrees and a record 17 days above 
90 degrees. In urbanized areas such as 
Beacon, Fishkill and Poughkeepsie, heat 
is amplified by asphalt and concrete. 

The average high temperatures in 
Dutchess, historically about 60 degrees, 
are projected to rise to 65 degrees by 2050 
and as much as 68 degrees by 2080, accord-
ing to the DCTC. So is annual precipitation, 
by as much as 2 inches by the middle of the 
century and 3.5 inches by 2080. 

Debald recalled Hurricane Irene in 2011, 
when Poughkeepsie residents used canoes 
to navigate flooded streets after the Fall 
Kill Creek overflowed. “That was pretty 
stark,” he said. 

The DCTC is hoping residents will iden-
tify infrastructure at risk from flooding, 
landslides and other weather, through their 
own experiences. An ongoing survey allows 
people to pinpoint trouble spots and describe 
the impact on their travel, Debald said. 

The survey, along with an interactive 
map that shows at-risk infrastructure, is 
available at Resilient Ways Forward (resil-
ientwaysforward.com).

Flooding from the remnants of Hurricane Ida damaged tracks on Metro-North's Hudson 
Line in 2021. � MTA

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.
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Don’t miss this world premiere! 
use code “23cuRReNT” foR 25%

hvshakespeare.org

Sat, Sept. 2 [PREVIEW] 7:00pm

Sun, Sept. 3 [OPENING] 7:00pm

Tues, Sept. 5 7:00pm

Wed, Sept. 6 7:00pm

Thu, Sept. 7 [CAPTIONED] 7:00pm

Fri, Sept. 8 7:00pm 
Sat, Sept. 9 7:00pm

Sun, Sept. 10 2:00pm

Tues, Sept. 12 7:00pm

Wed, Sept. 13 7:00pm

Thu, Sept. 14 [PROLOUGE] 7:00pm

Fri, Sept. 15 7:00pm 
Sat, Sept. 16 2:00 & 7:00pm

Sun, Sept. 17 [CLOSING] 2:00pm

PENELOPE
music and lyrics by ALEX BECHTEL

book by ALEX BECHTEL, GRACE MCLEAN & EVA STEINMETZ
directed by EVA STEINMETZ

NOW THRU SEPT. 17

A musical love letter that reimagines The Odyssey from Penelope’s point of view.

Motors, at 365 Fishkill Ave., in 1984 from 
the retiring William Shaw, who had opened 
his dealership in 1952. Healey said at the 
time that Beacon “seems like a good place, 
a community on the go with good growth 
potential.”

In addition to considering the uproot-
ing of those longtime occupants, the city 
has asked Dutchess County to study creat-
ing a 13-mile rail trail along Metro-North’s 
dormant Beacon Line, which runs roughly 
parallel along the creek from Beacon to 
Hopewell. 

On Tuesday, the City Council discussed 
the possibility of rezoning about 30 parcels 
along Route 52 in Beacon’s northeast 
corner. Combined with the potential rail 
trail, John Clarke, a city planning consul-
tant, said he hopes Beacon can create a 
corridor with amenities markedly differ-
ent from the “low-slung, parking-oriented, 
automobile-oriented businesses with drive-
thrus, gas stations and car lots” that prolif-
erate on stretches of Routes 52 and 9. 

“This area can take on a different char-
acter that would benefit from additional 
housing opportunities and access to the rail 
trail and the creek,” Clarke said. 

But “the clock is ticking,” said City Admin-
istrator Chris White, who noted that prospec-
tive buyers had already contacted the 
Building Department to inquire about uses 
that would be allowed on the Healey parcels. 

Clarke’s draft of a Fishkill Avenue zoning 

district stretches from the eastern edge 
of Memorial Park to the flashing yellow 
light at Route 52’s intersection with Mill 
Street. If implemented as proposed, the 
zone would abut residential districts while 
including properties zoned for general busi-
ness and light and heavy industrial uses.

The goal would be to attract a mix of 
commercial and residential uses that, 
complemented by the rail trail, would give 
the area a walkable, Main Street-type feel, 
Clarke said. 

Mayor Lee Kyriacou suggested extend-
ing the zone to the Town of Fishkill line, 
saying the district should include auto-
related uses, such as gas stations and car 
washes. Council Member Dan Aymar-Blair 
agreed that the zone could be extended but 
argued that gas-powered vehicles will be 

phased out as electric vehicle sales increase. 
Nevertheless, “if the zone is fairly flexible 

it might be beneficial to have a longer zone, 
as long as we’re not disturbing the existing 
uses but offering new ones,” Kyriacou said, 
“if they’re additional uses that we want.”

Among other types of development, 
Clarke’s proposal would allow microbrew-
eries, bed-and-breakfasts, fitness centers, 
museums, hotels, places of worship and 
grocery stores. Development standards, 
some of which Clarke said he cribbed from 
Beacon’s linkage zone, would include the 
requirement that lot owners provide plant-
ers, trees, shrubs or other landscaping to 
enhance the streetscape. 

New buildings would have to be a mini-
mum of two stories with at least 15 percent 
of a parcel landscaped. Parking lots (or 

spaces) would have to be behind, under-
neath or to the side of buildings. 

The council would need to amend 
Beacon’s comprehensive plan so the district 
would comply with the plan before it can 
be created. One of the objectives in the 
comprehensive plan’s section on land use 
and zoning indicates that growth should 
be encouraged “in and around the central 
business district, rather than spreading out 
along Route 9D and Route 52.”

“It’s very exciting,” Kyriacou said. “It’s 
probably the most forward-looking area 
we’ve had to consider for a while. In some 
respects, it’s shocking that we’re so far 
along [as a city] and we can think about it.”

152-158 Fishkill Ave. 
The Beacon Planning Board will continue 

its review on Tuesday (Sept. 12) of a proposal 
to replace an auto detail shop and a multi-
family home at 152 and 158 Fishkill Ave. 
with a three-story building with offices on 
the first floor and 16 apartments above. 

The two lots are in the “transitional” 
zoning district that abuts Main Street. 
The new building would feature a roof-
top terrace and have 62 off-street parking 
spaces and five new on-street spaces. 

In 2017, the developer proposed a 59-unit 
residential and retail project called Beacon 
Light Condominiums at the site. 

The Planning Board in July approved a 
“negative declaration” indicating that the 
current proposal would not adversely affect 
the environment. 

Fishkill Avenue (from Page 1)

Healey Brothers has moved its dealerships, but some signs and vehicles remain at its 
former location on Route 52.� Photo by J. Simms
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Two Performances with 2-time Grammy Winner 
James Ehnes and the Ehnes String Quartet

SEPTEMBER 9 | 6PM
EHNES STRING QUARTET CONCERT

SEPTEMBER 10 | 2PM
FAMILY CONCERT

James Ehnes, violin | Amy Schwartz-Moretti, violin
Brian Chen, viola | Edward Arron, cello

Arnaud Sussmann, viola

This interactive concert will give little music lovers and 
their families the opportunity to engage with the 

musicians, as well as provide the opportunity for the 
musicians to discuss with the audience what inspired the 

composers to write the music being played.

Ehnes String Quartet | Arnaud Sussmann

 DANCING FEVER — Aylin Bayaz of Spain danced the 
flamenco at the Howland Cultural Center in Beacon on Sept. 
2. She was accompanied by guitarist Raúl Mannola for a 
performance called “Flamencodanza.”� Photo by Ross Corsair

 READY FOR SCHOOL — The Salvation Army Beacon Corps 
on Aug. 30 provided free backpacks filled with school supplies. 
Children were also invited to make sundaes with ice cream 
donated by Stewart’s Shops. The first day for public schools in 
Beacon and Philipstown was Tuesday (Sept. 5). � Photo provided

 SHEEP RESCUE EFFORTS — For the past few weeks, the 
Woodstock Farm Sanctuary has been attempting to capture a 
sheep near St. Luke’s Cemetery on Wolcott Avenue in Beacon 
(named Oracle by neighbors). It appears to have been recently 
shorn, with some wool still attached. The sanctuary reported 
on Sunday (Sept. 3) that a volunteer is trying to gain the 
animal’s trust so it will enter a trailer parked at the cemetery. It 
asked people not to feed or approach the animal. �Photos provided
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By Alison Rooney

After nearly three years of construc-
tion, Magazzino Italian Art in Phil-
ipstown on Thursday (Sept. 14) will 

open the doors of an expansion — all 13,000 
square feet of it. 

The new pavilion, just south of the 
20,000-square-foot museum, is named for 
Robert Olnick, a developer, philanthropist and 
collector of post-war art who was the father 
of Nancy Olnick, who founded Magazzino in 
2017 with her husband, Giorgio Spanu.

The building has a cafe and bookshop, a 
multipurpose room that can be used as an 
auditorium, and a wing devoted to decorative 
arts, ceramics and jewelry. It was designed 
by Alberto Campo Baeza and Miguel Quis-
mondo, both Spaniards. The project also 
doubled the parking spaces at the museum, 
which is located on Route 9 near Route 301.

“The programming will include collabo-
rations to highlight the diversity of Italian 
culture, not just in its visual identity, but 
also in the realms of music, film, research 
and performance,” says Vittorio Calabrese, 
Magazzino’s executive director.

“Magazzino is the perfect place to discuss 
multi-cross-country dialogues,” he adds. 
“It’s not really a colony of Italy, but we’re 
here, opening windows on Italian culture. 
With the new building, there is space and 
the opportunity to host and be more active 
members of the community.”

Calabrese says the idea of expansion 
wasn’t a thought, “even in our wildest 
dreams,” in the early days of the museum. 
“Imagine, we were originally open only by 
appointment and we showed only works 
from the collection,” he says. “We picked 
up so much momentum.”

With the new wing, “we want to attract 
people who have already come to Maga-
zzino once to come back and see something 
new, along with the permanent collection,” 
he adds. “The reopening was especially 
important for us as we also presented an 
exhibition, Homemade, featuring work 
done during the pandemic by a group of 
Italian artists in New York City that we 
supported during the worst time.”

The popularity of events held at the 
nonprofit museum, such as concerts and 
film screenings, both indoors and outdoors, 
convinced the Magazzino team that they 
should host more of them and have an 
indoor space for times when the weather 
does not cooperate.

 The expansion is “a big testament to the 
feedback from the community,” Calabrese 
says. “The message we get, eight years in 
now, is positive: They would like to see more 
programming. Nancy and Giorgio under-
stand that people don’t want to come to a 
mausoleum but to an actual cultural center.”

The museum will continue to focus on 
the permanent collection of Arte Povera 

On Sept. 14, Magazzino will 
open the first three exhibits in 
its newly constructed Robert 

Olnick Pavilion. 
Mario Schifano: The Rise of the ’60s, 

curated by Alberto Salvadori in part-
nership with the Archivio Mario Schi-
fano in Rome, includes 70 works by the 
painter, who died in 1998. “Schifano was 
one of the champions of Italian Pop, and 
was very important in the Rome of that 
decade,” Vittorio Calabrese says. Using 
a variety of media, from monochromes 
to television, “he opened the window”  
on the city. It continues through Jan. 8.

Carlo Scarpa: Timeless Masterpieces, 
curated by Marino Barovier, features a 

selection of 56 Murano glassworks by 
Scarpa (1906-1978) from the Olnick 
Spanu Collection dating between 1926 
and 1947. “This is the first time we are 
branching out into the decorative arts,” 
Calabrese says. “There was great relief 
felt when all the pieces arrived safely 
from Italy.” It continues through March 
2025.

Ettore Spalleti: Parole de colore was 
conceived by Fondazione Ettore Spal-
letti, Benedetta Spalletti and Alberto 
Salvadori in collaboration with Alberto 
Campo Baeza, the pavilion architect. 
Calabrese describes it as a presentation 
of five paintings and sculptures by Spal-
letti (1940-2019) “designed to activate 
and frame the surrounding architecture 
and natural light” in the pavilion gallery. 
It continues through Jan. 8.

Expansion adds decorative arts, ceramics, jewelry

Magazzino to Open New Pavilion
The Robert Olnick Pavilion at Magazzino will open on Sept. 14.
� Photos by William Mulvihill

A view, looking south, of the Robert Olnick 
Pavilion at Magazzino� Photo by Marco Anelli 

A view from inside the pavilion

Inside the Olnick Pavilion� Photo by Javier Callejas

The Calendar

(Continued on Page 13)

New Exhibits

A peek at Carlo Scarpa: Timeless Masterpieces in the Robert Olnick Pavilion
� Photo by Marco Anelli
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 COMMUNITY

SAT 9
Hudson Valley Ramble 
hudsonrivervalleyramble.com

See the website for details about 
talks, hikes and tours highlighting 
nature and outdoor recreation. 
Through Oct. 1.

SAT 9
Friends of the  
Library Book Sale 
GARRISON
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Find used books of all genres 
in this fundraiser for library 
programs. Also SUN 10, MON 11, 
TUES 12. See website for hours. 

SAT 9
Bids & Bites 
PHILIPSTOWN 
5 – 8 p.m. Glynwood Center
362 Glynwood Road | glynwood.org

This annual auction is a 
fundraiser to support the regional 
farming center’s programs. Cost: $75 

SUN 10
Out of the Darkness Walk 
CARMEL
10 a.m. Social Services Building
110 Old Route 6 | afsp.org/PC

Raise money for the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention’s 
education and support programs. 

MON 11
9/11 Memorial Service 
FORT MONTGOMERY
6:30 p.m. 9/11 Gardens | 690 Route 9W

This will be the 22nd annual 
ceremony to remember those lost 
in 2001. 

SAT 16
Mid-Hudson Comic Con 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. MJN Center
14 Civic Center Plaza | 845-454-5800
midhudsonciviccenter.org

Find comics, graphic novels and 
figures and meet authors. Also 
SUN 17. Avoid Ticketmaster fees by 
calling the box office. Cost: $24 ($18 
student, military, senior; $17 ages 7 
to 15; free ages 6 and younger)

SUN 17
Catoberfest
BEACON
3 – 7 p.m. Hudson Valley Brewery
7 E. Main St.
catoberfest.brownpapertickets.com

This 11th annual fundraiser for Mid 
Hudson Animal Aid will include beer 
and other beverages as well as food 
from The Beacon Daily. There will also 
be a raffle and live music from Tony 
DePaolo, Nate Allen and Paul Baretta; 
The Costellos; Judith Tulloch and 
Stephen Franchino; the Marsh Kings 
Daughter featuring Emily Hague, 
Rafi, Sekaya and Jon Slackman; and 
The Black Coffee Blues Band. Free

 KIDS & FAMILY

SUN 10
Instrument Petting Zoo 
BEACON
11 a.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | howlandmusic.org

The Howland Chamber Music 
Circle will bring together musicians 
and music educators to demonstrate 
instruments and explain how they 
work. Free

SUN 17
Car Seat Check
BEACON
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Elks Lodge
900 Wolcott Ave. 

Technicians can evaluate your 
installation to make sure it’s secure. 

 TALKS & TOURS 

WED 13
The Flower Garden 
PHILIPSTOWN 
5:30 p.m. Stonecrop | 81 Stonecrop Lane 
845-265-2000 | stonecrop.org 

Horticulturist Joanne Murphy 
will lead a tour of the English-style 
flower garden at its peak. Cost: $10 

WED 13
Archaeology in the 
Hudson Valley
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Putnam History Museum 
63 Chestnut St. | 845-265-4010
putnamhistorymuseum.org

Eugene Boesch, who lives 
in Mahopac, will discuss local 
archaeological finds dating as far 
back as the 17th century. Attend in 
person or watch online. Cost: $10 

THURS 14
Forest Playground Tour 
BEACON
5 p.m. Wee Woods 
Memorial Park | onenaturellc.com

Designer Bryan Quinn, the 
founder of One Nature, will discuss 

the concept, process and significance 
of the public play area, which uses 
rock, wood and water instead of 
plastic and metal. Free

SAT 16
Bird Walk 
PHILIPSTOWN
8 a.m. Hubbard Lodge | 2920 Route 9 
putnamhighlandsaudubon.org

Look for migrating birds with a 
guide. Registration required. Free 

 VISUAL ART 

SAT 9
Momentum Manifesto
BEACON
2:30 p.m. Dia:Beacon | 3 Beekman St. 
845-231-0811 | diaart.org

Rita McBride and David Reinfurt 
will “activate” a large-scale poster, 
“Momentum Manifesto,” that 
chronicles 25 years of activations of 
her exhibit Arena Momentum (1997) 
at major art institutions, including 
Dia:Beacon, where it is on display 
through January. Cost: $20 ($18 
seniors, $12 students, visitors with 
disabilities, $5 ages 5 to 11)

SUN 10
Coulter Young
PUTNAM VALLEY
2 – 4 p.m. 
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The Beacon artist’s oil paintings 
of well-known rock musicians will 
be on exhibit through Oct. 28. 
Annie Ekizian and George Giatzis 
will provide live music. 

THURS 14
Mario Schifano | Carlo 
Scarpa | Ettore Spalletti
PHILIPSTOWN
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Magazzino Italian Art  
2700 Route 9 | magazzino.art

The museum’s Robert Olnick 
Pavilion will open with three 
exhibits: paintings by Schifano, 
glassware by Scarpa and paintings 
and sculptures by Spalletti. See Page 
9. Cost: $20 ($10 disabled visitors, 
seniors, students; $5 ages 5 to 10) 

SAT 16
Bhakti Baxter
BEACON
4 – 6 p.m. Mother Gallery
1154 North Ave. | 845-236-6039
mothergallery.art

Baxter’s latest paintings will be 
on view through Oct. 21. 

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)

For a complete listing of events, see 
highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Forest Playground Tour, Sept. 14

Coulter Young, Sept. 10
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SUN 17
Stonecrop Artists 
Invitational
PHILIPSTOWN 
2 – 6 p.m. Stonecrop 
81 Stonecrop Lane | 845-265-2000

Friedrike Merck curated this 
show of art created after summer 
visits to the garden. Through Oct. 
30. Cost: $10 

 STAGE & SCREEN 

SAT 9
The Anastasia File 
BEACON
6 & 7 p.m. Boats leave dock
845-831-6346 | bannermancastle.org 

This staged reading on 
Bannerman Island with Brian 
Petti, Emily Clare Zempel and Ron 
Morehead will explore the identity 
of the Grand Duchess Anastasia. 
Cost: $68

SAT 9
Penelope
GARRISON
7 p.m. Hudson Valley Shakespeare
2015 Route 9 | 845-265-9575
hvshakespeare.org

See the world premiere of this 
one-person show starring Tatiana 
Wechsler as The Odyssey is retold 
through a character on the margins. 
Nightly except Monday through 
SUN 17. Cost: $10 to $100

SAT 9
One-Act Play Festival 
GARRISON
7 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre 
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
philipstowndepottheatre.org

See plays by regional playwrights at 
the 17th annual Aery Theatre festival. 
Also SUN 10, FRI 15, SAT 16, SUN 17. 
Cost: $25 ($20 students, seniors)

SAT 9
Calendar Girls 
WAPPINGERS FALLS 
8 p.m. County Players Theater 
2681 W. Main St. | 845-298-1491
countyplayers.org

This British musical follows 

the lives of 11 older women who 
posed nude to raise money for the 
Leukemia Research Foundation. 
Also FRI 15, SAT 16, SUN 17. Cost: 
$22 ($20 seniors, military, students, 
ages 12 and younger) 

 

SAT 9
Celebration of  
Women in History 
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Eric Starr composed this 
tribute to British writers Vera 
Brittain and Winifred Holtby. With 
Hannah Holman (cello), Katherine 

Miller (piano) and Brandy Burre 
(narration). Cost: $20 ($25 door)  

FRI 15
Mirai
GARRISON
7 p.m. Boscobel | 1601 Route 9D 
coldspringfilm.org

The Cold Spring Film Society will 
conclude its summer series with this 
2018 Japanese animated film about 
a 4–year-old boy who makes peace 
with a new sibling after journeying 
through a magic garden. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. for picnics. Free 

SAT 16
Anthony Rodia
PEEKSKILL
8 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The comedian will perform stand-up 
in his Totally Relatable Tour. A meet-
and-greet is available following the 
show for $30. Cost: $42.50 to $59.50 

 

SAT 16
The Artichoke
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | artichokeshow.com

The storytellers will include 
Adam Wade, Carly Ciarrocchi, 
Maggie Crane, Carla Katz, Mark 
Pagán and Jake Hart. Cost: $20 

SUN 17
Donna Masini 
PUTNAM VALLEY
3 p.m. Tompkins Corners Cultural Center 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The poet will read from her most 
recent collection, 4:30 Movie, followed 
by a poetry open mic. Cost: $10 

 SECOND SATURDAY

SAT 9
The Magic of Castles
BEACON
4 – 6 p.m. Bannerman Island Gallery 
150 Main St. | 845-831-6346
bannermancastle.org 

Linda Hubbard’s photographs 

(Continued on Page 12)

Penelope, Sept. 9
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will be on view through Nov. 5. 

SAT 9
Slow Glass
BEACON
4 – 7 p.m. Garage Gallery
17 Church St. | garagegallery.com

Scott Lerman’s work will be on 
view through Sept. 24. 

SAT 9
The Battle for  
Dead Beat City
BEACON
5 – 9 p.m. Clutter Gallery 
139 Main St. | clutter.co

Nearly 40 artists were given the 
same template — a vinyl Kuma 
Bear — to customize and use to face 
each other as gangs inspired by the 
film The Warriors. Vote for your 
favorites on social media. 

SAT 9
The Tom and George Show
BEACON
5 - 8 p.m. Hudson Beach Glass
162 Main St. | 845-440-0068
hudsonbeachglass.com

Tom Schmitz and George 
Mansfield will share their prints, 
drawings and sculptures. Through 
Oct. 8.

SAT 9
Forgetting
BEACON
6 – 9 p.m. Super Secret Projects 
484 Main St. | supersecretprojects.com

Diana Vidal’s collages, videos and 
an artist book will explore memory 
and existence. Through Oct. 8. 

SAT 9
Resurgence | What 
Matters | Hand to Work
BEACON
6 – 8 p.m. BAU Gallery 
506 Main St. | baugallery.org

Eileen Sackman’s ceramics will 
be on view in Gallery 1 with Daniel 
Berlin’s paintings and sculpture 
in Gallery 2. There will be a group 
show in the Beacon Room curated 
by Mary McFerran. Through Oct. 8. 

SAT 9
As It Were
BEACON
7 – 9:30 p.m. Distortion Society 
172 Main St. | distortionsociety.com

Photographs by Rosie Cohe and 
Daniel Shapiro. Through Sept. 24.

 MUSIC 

SAT 9
In The Pines
BEACON
3 – 9:30 p.m. University Settlement Camp
724 Wolcott Ave. | inthepines.rocks

This music festival will include 
sets by Noga Cabo, Marigold, Liz 
Kelly and the Better Half and the 
Stephen Clair Band. Cost: $25 

SAT 9
Putnam Chorale 
PUTNAM VALLEY
3 p.m. Tompkins Corners Cultural Center 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The chorale’s program, Poppin’ 
Through the Decades, will include 
hits from the 1950s, 1960s and 
1970s. Also SUN 17 at St. Joachim’s 
Church in Beacon. Cost: $20 ($15 
seniors, children)

SAT 9
Ehnes String Quartet
GARRISON
6 p.m. Boscobel | 1601 Route 9D 
845-265-3638 | boscobel.org

The Chamber Music Festival 
continues with a performance 
that will include works by Haydn, 
Schubert and Mendelssohn. Cost: 
$65 ($45 ages 4 to 18) 

SAT 9
Big Rock Show Hits 
PEEKSKILL
7 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. 
paramounthudsonvalley.com

Geoff Tate, best known as a 
member of Queensryche, will play 
the concept album The Key, with 
his band Operation: Mindcrime. 
Cost: $39 to $59

SAT 9
The Kingston Trio
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The band members, who all have 
ties to the original group, will play 
its hits. Cost: $50 ($55 door) 

SUN 10
The Hoot 
PHILIPSTOWN
Noon – 6 p.m. Little Stony Point 
3011 Route 9D 
facebook.com/littlestonypoint

This annual music festival, which 
features local and regional performers, 
will honor longtime volunteer and 
musician John Teagle. Free 

SUN 10
Family Concert
GARRISON
2 p.m. Boscobel | 1601 Route 9D 
845-265-3638 | boscobel.org

The Chamber Music Festival 
concludes with an interactive 
concert featuring the Ehnes String 
Quartet and Arnaud Sussman. Cost: 
$40 ($20 ages 4 to 18)

SUN 10
Open Book 
GARRISON
5 p.m. Garrison Institute | 14 Mary’s Way 
facebook.com/openbookmusic

Michele Gedney will host the release 
of Leaning In, the album she and her 
husband, Rick, finished recording 
before his death in January. Free 

SUN 10
Rod Williams Quartet
COLD SPRING 
6 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

As part of The Jazz at the Chapel 
series, Williams, Gwen Laster, Damon 
Banks and Tani Tabbal will perform a 
concert with the theme Detroit in the 
Hudson Valley. Cost: $25 

FRI 15
Tommy Emmanuel
PEEKSKILL
7 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. 
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The guitarist will perform after 
opening act Larry Campbell and 
Teresa Williams. Cost: $45 to $63 

FRI 15
Stanley Jordan 
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The guitarist will play the music 
of Jimi Hendrix. Cost: $45 ($50 door) 

SAT 16
The Englishtown Project
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

This tribute band will play music 
from the Grateful Dead show in 
New Jersey in 1977 after the group 
had released Terrapin Station. The 
Marshall Tucker Band and New 
Riders of the Purple Sage opened. 
Cost: $20 ($25 door) 

SUN 17
Juilliard String Quartet
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | howlandmusic.org

The quartet’s program will 
include works by Leoš Janáček and 
Franz Schubert, along with the local 
premiere of a piece by Tyson Davis, 
String Quartet No. 2, Amorphous 
Figures. Cost: $35 ($10 students) 

SUN 17
Scott Cook and  
Pamela Mae
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Canadian singers and 
songwriters will play music from 
their latest release, Tangle of Souls. 
Cost: $20 ($25 door) 

 CIVIC 

MON 11
City Council 
BEACON
7 p.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov

WED 13
Village Board
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Village Hall | 85 Main St. 
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

WED 13
Town Board
COLD SPRING
7:30 p.m. Town Hall | 238 Main St. 
845-265-5200 | philipstown.com

This workshop will include a 
discussion about solar-energy 
options for the town. See Page 1.

SERVICES

HEALING BODYWORK — With Joy Matalon. 
Featured in NY Magazine as “one of the 15 best 
massage therapists offering CranialSacral 
Therapy,” with a specialty in SomatoEmotional 
Release. In addition, I offer Swedish massage 
incorporating CranialSacral Therapy. Trained 
in Medical Massage, Process Acupuncture, 
Meditation and Foot Reflexology with over 
30 years’ experience. Garrison and Ossining 

locations. House calls available. Call 914-519-
8138 or visit Joymatalon.com.

HELP WANTED

ORGANIZER AND LAUNDRY — Busy Garrison 
residents looking for a weekly house organizer 
to do laundry and organize home, home offices, 
garage and auxiliary spaces. We have a house 
cleaner who comes once a week, so this is 
strictly organization; tidying, laundry, ironing, 

closet organizing; garage, art supplies and 
bookshelf organizing, etc. Solution-minded 
person needed for creative family of collectors 
and creators. Marie Kondo devotees welcome! 
Please do reply with experience with laundry 
and clothing care. Text 917-842-0534.

BOOK EDITING — I need an assistant familiar 
with Microsoft Word and Lightroom photo app 
on an Apple computer with Venura OS. Call 
845-661-8831 or email calig@mindspring.com.

WANTED

VINTAGE VIDEO EQUIPMENT — Local artist 
seeking all types of vintage video equipment 
including tube TVs, CRT monitors, VCRs and 

VHS, camcorders, security cameras, video 
mixers, etc. Offering cash and able to pick 
up your heavy TVs. Please email pictures to 
rooster@artistrooster.net. Have a wonderful 
day!

ART STUDIO — I am looking to find an art studio 
in a quiet of nature, perhaps on a homestead, 
a barn on a farm or similar. Ideally, I would like 
it to be an exchange, for artwork, art lessons, 
yoga lessons, house sitting, tending to the 
property, gardening, caring for animals, etc. I am 
a woman painter. My paintings are abstract and 
influenced by my experience of a landscape. 
I am responsible and accountable. I am also 
a former art teacher, and a mother of two 
grown daughters. Currently living in NYC. Text 
646-808-7938.

Current Classifieds

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? Place your ad here for $9.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds

THE WEEK AHEAD
(Continued from Page 11)

Scott Cook and Pamela Mae, Sept. 17
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(“poor art”), an avant-garde movement 
that began in Italy in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s. “That defines Maga-
zzino’s identity; that’s important to us,” 
Calabrese says. “The pavilion will have the 
temporary collections. For all of it, we are 
trying to make our docent program more 
robust, to transfer so much knowledge.”

After eight years as executive direc-
tor at Magazzino, a position he says he 
accepted with little knowledge of the 
Hudson Valley beyond a few visits to 
Dia:Beacon, Calabrese is now settled — 
in fact, he recently became a U.S. citi-
zen. “I want to have the right to vote,” he 
explains. “I want to be integrated into the 
community. I’m very happy about it.

“I come from a small town in Italy which 
reminds me of Cold Spring,” he says. “Cold 
Spring is a dimension and a community 
that is so active. Now I feel full part of it. 
It feels like home, but also is constantly 
changing.”

Magazzino Italian Art, located at 2700 
Route 9, is open Thursday to Monday 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tickets are $20 ($10 
seniors, students, visitors with disabili-
ties, $5 ages 5-10, free for members and 
residents of Cold Spring, Garrison and 
Nelsonville). See magazzino.art/visit. A 
short film about the installation of Home-
made in 2020 can be viewed at maga-
zzino.art/view/videos/homemade-video.

Magazzino (from Page 9)Out There

Rocks on My Mind
By Brian PJ Cronin

So what did you 
do this summer? 
Me, I mostly 

thought about rocks.
Specifically, those 

rocks that always seem 
to be perfectly and evenly 
spaced, and are at the right height, at 
places where creeks cross trails. 

I had never given much thought to how 
the rocks got there, although I am sure 
they did not roll there on their own, equi-
distant from one another. Surely someone 
looked around for rocks that were the right 
size, with a flat side, hauled them to the 
creek and, using a tape measure, put them 
in the cold, rushing water one by one.

But I didn’t think much about this until 
now. I just stepped on them, my thoughts 
occupied by important matters such 
as figuring out when, exactly, the Mets’ 
season was lost.

That all changed this summer when, for 
a few days here and there, it was my job to 
obsess over geologic aesthetics. 

The ultramarathons in which I partake 
are increasingly requiring that partici-
pants, besides lacking common sense, 
volunteer their reed-thin, spindly arms for 
trail work. Despite taking advantage of the 

trails of the Northeast for 40 years, I hadn’t 
done much to maintain them aside from 
picking up the occasional water bottle.

I did have a growing sense of shame 
about that, but the longer I went without 
helping, the harder it was to get started 
— like when the trash is full but you keep 
stacking new trash on top like a putrid 
game of Jenga until one morning you wake 
up and the kitchen is full of raccoons.

I’ve found that the best antidote to 
shame is a sledgehammer, which is why 
I was thrilled when someone put a heavy 
one in my hands at Minnewaska State Park 
and told me to start turning big rocks into 
smaller ones. A section of trail had been 
washed out, and a group of us spent several 
days in the early summer restoring it. Once 
I had smashed a good quantity of rocks, we 

used them as the foundation of the new trail. 
I was expecting to enjoy smashing rocks. 

I was not expecting to get so interested in 
micro-managing a hiker’s experience of the 
park via rock placement and slope calcu-
lations. How steep was too steep? How 
rocky was too rocky? Did this rock look 
good here? Did it look so good that it was 
distracting? Is the rock too ostentatious? 
Would a sledgehammer fix that?

I came to realize that building a trail was 
like creating stop-motion animation. It took 
a lot of us, working hard for days, moving 
at a snail’s pace, to create a section of trail 
that will take a hiker five seconds to walk 
over. If we did good work, no one will notice. 

So maybe the fact that I never noticed the 
ground beneath my feet wasn’t because of my 
absent-mindedness but because of the excel-
lent work that people who came before me 
did laying that ground. At any rate, should 
you find yourself crossing a local creek 
and suddenly there’s a strangely animated 
man pointing at the rocks, imploring you 
to admire their perfect shape, texture and 
placement, that man will be me. I apologize 
in advance for interrupting whatever impor-
tant matter you were thinking about. (The 
Mets’ season ended, by the way, when Edwin 
Diaz was injured in March.)

The New York-New Jersey Trail Confer-
ence is always looking for volunteers for 
trail work in the Hudson Valley. No experi-
ence is necessary, which explains why they 
let me help out. See nynjtc.org. 

Tools of the trade� Photo by B. Cronin
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COMMUNITY  
DAY 2023
On Sept. 2, Cold Spring 
celebrated its annual 
Community Day on Main 
Street. For the second year 
in a row, Christopher Walker 
of Garrison won the pie-
baking contest (Orla Peters 
was the runner-up) judged by 
Zanne Stewart, Joe Dizney 
and Claudio Marzollo (below 
left). One toddler, having had 
enough, was spotted playing 
with his toy truck, oblivious 
of the crowds. Craig Roffman 
gamely volunteered for the 
dunk tank, and at least four 
youthful entrepreneurs set up 
lemonade stands.

Photos by Ross Corsair 
 and Mike Turton
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eastern Putnam County and has solar farms 
in Brewster and North Salem. The Beacon 
Housing Authority just signed on with 
Nexamp to support a farm in Greene County. 

Founded in 2007, Nexamp has installed 
arrays of ground-mounted panels in 10 
states. Eight of the company’s 40 projects in 
New York are in Central Hudson’s territory, 
including a 2.6-megawatt farm off Route 
9D in Wappinger. A typical farm produces 
5 to 6 megawatts of power per day, enough 
energy for 1,000 homes, said Keith Hevenor, 
Nexamp’s communications manager. 

“The reality is that so many people can’t 
do rooftop solar for a number of reasons — 
the roof faces the wrong direction; the roof 
is too old and would have to be replaced 
before they could do panels; they are a renter 
in an apartment or they’re leasing a house 
and they don’t own their rooftop,” he said. 

A decade ago, the Beacon Housing 
Authority won a $1.5 million federal grant 
that was combined with state and Dutchess 
County funds to pay for $2.5 million in 
energy-efficiency projects, said Roland 
Traudt, the authority’s executive director. 

Part of the money funded the installation 
of rooftop solar heaters that fill some of the 
hot-water needs at Forrestal Heights’ high-
rise building and at Hamilton Fish Plaza on 
Eliza Street. 

Traudt said the agency explored leasing a 

rooftop system for electricity but its board did 
not like the idea of committing to a 20-year 
deal. Then, along came community solar. 

With the authority’s 245 apartments 
supporting solar and energy efficiency, “that 
makes a difference,” said Veronica Schetter, 
the agency’s assistant director. Although the 
savings are important, “the bigger issue is 
being better to the environment,” she said. 

As companies continue to build farms, 
the state is considering amending the 
rules for community solar to allow for opt-
out agreements between municipalities 
and developers. Residents and businesses 
would automatically be enrolled but could 

choose to receive electricity from their util-
ity company or a third party. 

Beacon is among a coalition of commu-
nities supporting the change, said Chris 
White, the city administrator. The City 
Council declined to rejoin a community-
choice aggregation program under which 
Cold Spring, Nelsonville and Philipstown 
are receiving electricity at a fixed rate. 

Under Community Choice Aggregation 
(CCA), the fixed rate can sometimes be 
higher than the one charged by a utility 
company, whose prices for energy fluctu-
ate throughout the year. “Sometimes you 
win, sometimes you lose,” said White. 
“We wanted to go to a guaranteed-savings 
model. That’s what community solar does.” 

Municipal projects
Beacon is already filling most of its 

municipal needs with a solar array at 
Dennings Point that generates roughly 70 
percent of the energy it uses, with the rest 
supplied through the purchase of renew-
able-energy credits, according to White. 

The city, which is mandated to use only 
renewable sources for electricity under 
a City Council policy approved in 2021, 
received a $125,000 state grant to partially 
fund a 180-kilowatt rooftop solar system at 
the Highway Department garage. Bidding 
is expected to take place later this year. 

“Eventually, we hope to take that 30 
percent that we’re covering with commu-

Electrified
Gas becomes passé for 

Beacon resident

By Leonard Sparks

When Thomas Wright and his business 
partner decided in 2012 to move their 
furniture and design company, Atlas 
Studios, from Brooklyn to a vacant 
1920s factory they purchased in 
Newburgh, they faced the challenges of 
renovating a century-old building. 

One of those challenges — how to 
individually heat and cool the 40 studios 
that share the building with Atlas — 
drove the decision to install the electric 
air-source heat pumps that feed wall-
mounted blowers in each unit. 

The pumps were the first in a series 
of moves to eliminate the use of gas 
at Atlas; in December, the building 
became fully electric. The same thing 
happened at Wright’s home in Beacon 
earlier this year. “I called Central 
Hudson and told them to log out our 
gas meter,” he said.

Wright and Atlas were, and are, ahead 
of the curve. This year, New York State 
enacted legislation requiring most new 
residential and commercial buildings to 
use only electric appliances and heat 
by 2026. Win Climate, a think tank that 
assessed the All-Electric Building Act, 

estimated that the average new single-
family home would cost $904 less 
annually to heat with an air-source pump.

Wright said he and his business 
partner, Joseph Fretesi, began feeling 
a heightened sense of urgency three 
years ago because of the mounting 
evidence of climate-change’s impact, 
and decided to go beyond the heat 
pumps. In addition to replacing on-
demand hot-water heaters and the gas-
powered heaters in the 10,000-square-
foot space where Atlas makes furniture, 
they subscribed to a community-solar 
project based in Kingston. 

At his home, Wright decided, as part of 
the addition of a second story in 2021, to 
replace the gas boiler and radiators with 

air-source pumps that heat and cool. In 
December, an induction range replaced 
the gas oven and he installed an electric 
hot-water heater. (There is also no gas in 
the garage; his family owns two electric 
Kias: an EV6 and a Niro.) 

In March 2022, Wright had solar 
panels installed on the home, taking 
advantage of a hefty federal tax credit 
included in the Inflation Reduction Act. 
He tracks their production with a phone 
app and estimates the system will pay 
for itself in about eight years.

“Right now, it’s a great time because 
there’s been a lot of clear days,” he said 
earlier this summer. “Almost every day, 
we’re producing a lot more than we’re 
using.”

Thomas Wright checks the ductwork of the pumps that heat and and cool his 
Beacon home. � Photo by L. Sparks

Solar Energy (from Page 1)

(Continued on Page 17)

Eventually, we 
hope to take that 

30 percent that we’re 
covering with community 
solar and renewable-
energy credits and get 
close to 100 percent of 
local production by putting 
solar panels on other 
facilities that the city has.

~ Chris White,  
Beacon city administrator

Local Officials 
This is a list of elected and appointed 
officials at the local, state and federal 
level and how to contact them with your 
praise or protests.

Local Government Video Guide 
OK, it’s not Netflix, but here’s a list of 
sites where you can watch videos of 
local and county public meetings.

How They Voted (Congress) 
Summaries of consequential and 
newsworthy legislation in the U.S. 
House and how Rep. Mike Lawler 
(Philipstown) and Rep. Pat Ryan 
(Beacon) voted. Updated weekly when 
Congress meets. 

Storm Updates and Resources 
Storm watcher resources and contacts 
for when the power goes out.

Community Calendar 
This is the full Monty — we only have 
room for the highlights in print.

Community Directory 
This is a continually updated guide to 
local businesses and cultural sites, with 
addresses, phone numbers and web links.

Shop Local Online 
We created this during the pandemic; 
it’s a list of local retailers that allow you 
to order online.

Real-Estate Data 
These graphs are created on-the-fly by a 
firm called Dataherald and include the 
number of new listings in Putnam and 
Dutchess counties, the number of home 
sales and median home sale price.

Job Search 
Provided by Indeed, these are 
continually updated listings for 
open positions in the Highlands and 
surrounding areas.

Back Issues 
This is an archive of our past issues, in PDF 
format, from June 2012 to date, except 
for the latest issue, which is emailed to 
Current members on Friday morning.

Podcast Archives 
Here are links to all the episodes of 
our podcast, for easy listening. The 
three most popular downloads so far 
have been interviews with a barefoot 
Ironman competitor; Dinky Romilly of 
Philipstown, who discussed her civil 
rights work and her famous mother; and 
the author of a book about stone walls.

What’s Online at  
Highlands 

Current.org
These resources can be  

accessed through the pulldown 
menu on the top of each page, 

under “Resources” and  
“Reader Guide.”
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nity solar and renewable-energy credits 
and get close to 100 percent of local produc-
tion by putting solar panels on other facili-
ties that the city has,” White said. 

Philipstown is also eyeing local production. 
The town is planning to install panels atop its 
new Highway Department garage on Fishkill 
Road, but is also envisioning a solar array at 
its former landfill on Lane Gate Road. 

In March, officials from Philipstown and 
the Environmental Protection Agency toured 
the property to assess its suitability as a solar 
farm. Despite concerns about the steepness of 
its slopes and its orientation toward the south 
and east, an assessment concluded that 3.5 
acres at the landfill are viable for solar panels 
generating 875 kilowatts annually.

Martha Upton, Philipstown’s climate smart 
coordinator, told the Town Board at its Aug. 
3 meeting that because the acreage is small, 
the town should look to combine the landfill 
with other town-owned parcels. Sustainable 
Putnam identified a few town properties that 
could be viable for solar, she said. 

They include 10 acres at the New Leaf 
Restoration town farm, across Route 403 
from the Desmond-Fish Public Library; 
the parking area at the town park, which 
may be suitable for a solar canopy; and land 
behind the Highway Department building. 

The landfill alone would be “a good 
start,” but additional properties “would 
give us a more substantial project and 
greater potential benefits,” Upton said. 

Jason Angell, a member of the Town Board, 
said the traditional arrangement is for a 
developer to lease property from a munici-
pality for the installation of an array whose 
power they sell, but the Inflation Reduction 
Act, enacted by President Joe Biden last year, 
has made it easier for municipalities and 
nonprofits to own solar farms. 

“That’s where it could be fairly lucrative to 
the town because you own the electricity,” said 
Angell, who is co-founder of the Ecological 
Citizen’s Project, which is helping Peekskill 
develop a community-owned solar project.

The Town Board will discuss options for 
community solar at a workshop on Wednes-
day (Sept. 13) at 7:30 p.m.

In Putnam, solar panels that power the 

county’s Kern Building in Brewster, which 
houses the Motor-Vehicle and Health 
departments, went online in July 2021. 
Additional panels have been installed on 
four county buildings in Carmel. 

Montouri said he has also suggested to 
Putnam legislators that the county iden-
tify cleared lands, both public and private, 
where solar farms can be erected, and that 
the county’s Climate Smart Community 
Task Force promote community solar. 

“It would be good for our local grid if 
there’s more renewable energy locally so 
that we’re not dependent on so much power 
coming from upstate New York or Quebec, 
where a lot of our hydro comes from and 
will in the future,” he said.

For Part 1 of this series,  
which focused on home installations,  
see highlandscurrent.org.

Nexamp's projects include a 12-acre solar farm off Route 9D in Wappinger can produce 
up to 2.6 megawatts of power.� Nexamp 

Seven Steps to Clean Energy program
Free, unbiased energy consultations
Financial Incentives Guide for further savings
Community Solar
Planning Guide

The Clean Energy Toolkit

Make the shift to clean energy.
We’ll show you how with...

Available free online.  Scan or visit 
sustainableputnam.org/clean-energy-toolkit

How to Join
Community solar providers are required 
to register with the state Department of 
Public Service, which has a search tool 
online at bit.ly/ny-solar-map.

There are seven companies that work 
with Central Hudson, which serves the 
Highlands; one firm, SunCommon, has 
farms in Rhinebeck and Red Hook but 
both are closed to new subscribers. The 
others are listed below.

Note: Central Hudson uses a “dual 
billing” system, meaning you will 
receive one bill from the utility and 
another from the solar provider that 
reflects a 10 percent discount.

•	 Ampion (ampion.net)

•	 Clearway (clearwaycommunitysolar.
com/new-york)

•	 Common Energy  
(commonenergy.us)

•	 Nexamp (nexamp.com)

•	 Solar Generation (solargeneration.
net/community-solar)

•	 Solstice (solstice.us)

(Continued from Page 16)

Join today or renew your membership! 
You’ll get a digital copy of the paper every week before it hits the newsstands!

Discover the benefits that will help us  
engage with you and you with us!

Membership matters
As your independent nonprofit news source for Philipstown 

and Beacon, The Highlands Current relies on you, our readers, 
to help support quality coverage of all that matters to you. 

Membership is the way you can help. 
It is our primary means of support as we seek to provide a vital 

forum for your diverse interests, concerns and experiences.  

Just go to: 

highlandscurrent.org/join

Questions? Email: 

membership@ 
highlandscurrent.org
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HAVE YOUR OWN
BUSINESS CARD
You can advertise your 
business here starting at $24.
For more information, 
email ads@highlandscurrent.org.

121 MAIN STREET COLD SPRING NY

OPENING RECEPTION: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 5-8PM

Pat  H i c k m a n 

              
BUSTER LEVI

G A L L E R Y

Sept 1ST to Oct 1ST,2023 

GALLERY HOURS: SAT|SUN: 12PM - 5:00PM

BIZ.CARD SEPT_2023.indd   1BIZ.CARD SEPT_2023.indd   1 8/28/23   12:55 PM8/28/23   12:55 PM

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling
75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

Study Skills & Writing Coach
For Good Grades & Great Communication

Study Guide Author Offers Local Tutoring Help

Sara Gilbert, MA
Editorial & Educational Professional
Cold Spring, NY

845-265-5295  |  saradgilbert@gmail.com

Partnering with Horses to  
Empower Humans 

 
www.topfieldcenter.org 

 
845-265-3409 

 
Serving people with 

physical, psychological, and  
developmental disabilities  

since 2010 

NOTICE OF SCHOOL TAX COLLECTION
The Warrant for the Collection of Taxes for the City School District of the 
City of Beacon, New York, for the School Fiscal Year 2023 - 2024 has been 
delivered to me.  Please be advised of the following:

Payment must be made by Check or Money Order in the full amount of 
the tax bill and payable to the Beacon City School District.   Please be 
sure to include the Bill No. and a Daytime Phone Number. 

In person payments (check or money order only) will be received in 
the District office, 10 Education Drive, Beacon NY between the hours of  
9:00am – 1:00pm  Monday - Friday September 5, 2023 to October 4, 2023 
only.  

Please Note: We strongly recommend that tax payments be mailed to our  
                         account at M&T Bank as follows:

Mail Payments to: Beacon City School District
    School Tax Collection 
    P.O. Box 1330,  
    Buffalo, New York 14240-1330  

COLLECTION PERIOD:  September 05, 2023  -  October 04, 2023 Penalty Free

October 05, 2023  -  November 03, 2023 must include the 2% Penalty

Payments will be accepted with a Post Office Post Mark of no later than 
NOVEMBER 03, 2023. 

Payments dated and/or Post Marked after November 3, 2023 will be turned 
over to the City of Beacon or Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance for 
collection.

SIGNED: Florence Zopf, School Tax Collector | Beacon City School District

Tel.  (845) 838-6900 x2006

Tax Bills/Receipts are available online at:  
www.infotaxonline.com  
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ACROSS
1. URL ender, often
4. Sea captain’s “Stop!”
7. Grammy-nominated Doja 

Cat song
8. Cat burglar’s bane
9. Down and to the right: 

Abbr.

DOWN
1. House, in Havana
2. Picture frame shape
3. Lin and Angelou
5. Old polit. divisions

6. War and Peace or Infinite 
Jest, e.g.4. Essentials

5. Mardi ____

For interactive sudoku and crossword answers, see highlandscurrent.org/puzzles.

A
nsw

ers for S
ept. 1

 P
uzzles

Unique Gifts, Toys, Puzzles  
for the Whole Family

86 Main St. Cold Spring, NY 10516

Shop in store or online at   

www.thegifthut.com

1 7 6 4 5 3 2 8 9

9 3 4 2 8 1 5 6 7

5 8 2 6 7 9 1 3 4

8 1 7 9 3 5 6 4 2

3 6 9 8 4 2 7 1 5

2 4 5 1 6 7 8 9 3

7 5 1 3 9 8 4 2 6

6 9 8 7 2 4 3 5 1

4 2 3 5 1 6 9 7 8

CrossCurrent ACROSS

1. Martial art
5. Smack a baseball
9. Romance
12. Abbr. on a phone
13. Sunscreen additive
14. “Big Blue”
15. Royal with a golden touch
17. Actress Vardalos
18. Naval rank
19. Avid
21. Hosp. triage area
22. Parsley and sage
24. Stately trees
27. Candle dripping
28. Incite
31. Luau souvenir
32. Glamorous Gardner
33. Santa — winds
34. Ward (off)
36. Tiara sparkler
37. Winter blanket
38. Accepted fact

40. “I see”
41. Flood protection
43. Clothe
47. Coach Parseghian
48. Cell phone sounds
51. Insult, slangily
52. Boast
53. Pac-12 school
54. Observe
55. Utters
56. Sub shop

DOWN

1. Gag
2. — arms
3. Lairs
4. Wild parties
5. Whirl
6. Bankroll
7. Lawyers’ org.
8. Shocking weapon
9. Airplane measure
10. Theater award

11. Sharif of Funny Girl
16. Ball club VIP
20. Six-pack muscles
22. Refuge
23. Pre-diploma hurdle
24. Sprite
25. Grant’s foe
26. Prized Chinese vessel
27. Carry on
29. Popular card game
30. Cold and damp
35. Conk out
37. Hide from view
39. Action words
40. Busy insect
41. Young fellows
42. New York canal
43. Early birds?
44. Formerly
45. Phone inventor
46. Actor Morales
49. 401(k) alternative
50. Aye canceler

Puzzles

© 2023 King Features

1

2 8 6 1

9 7

2 6

1 8 4

9 3 4

4 3 8

3 8

5 6

SudoCurrent WordLadder
Can you go from THREE to HYPED in 6 words? 
Change one letter for each rung in the ladder.

THREE

HYPED

CrossWord
MICRO

Puzzle Page Sponsored by

BOXER 
BOXES 
BORES 
BARES 
HARES 
HATES
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SPORTS  Follow us at twitter.com/hcurrentsports

Varsity Roundup: 

Haldane
By Jacob Aframian

• FOOTBALL — Haldane easily won its 
first game of the season on Sept. 1, return-
ing from Dover with a 42-13 victory. The 
Blue Devils relied heavily on the run game, 
which accounted for 222 of 261 yards. 

Quarterback Ryan Van Tassel threw the 
ball only four times and completed one pass 
for 39 yards, which happened to be a touch-
down to Luca DiLello to give the Blue Devils 
a 14-0 lead. Van Tassel also ran for 135 yards.

Despite putting 42 points on the board, 
Haldane managed only seven first downs 
(Dover had 12) and converted on third down 
once in seven tries. However, the defense 
held the line; Dover didn’t score until it was 
42-0, and Jake Thomas returned an inter-
ception for a 34-yard score.

On Saturday (Sept. 9) at 1:30 p.m., the Blue 
Devils (1-0) host Poughkeepsie, a squad that 
Coach Ryan McConville described as “fast 
and physical” and “a team of opportunities.” 

• BOYS’ SOCCER — Haldane began the 
defense of its Class C state title with a 2-1 
home victory on Sept. 1 over Dobbs Ferry. The 
Blue Devils got both of their goals in the first 
half: Brandt Robbins scored on a deflection of 
a Frankie Digilo shot 21 minutes in and, with 
five minutes left, Clem Grossman scored from 
20 yards. Dobbs Ferry closed the scoring with 
a goal 10 minutes into the second half. 

Three days later, hosting Rye, Haldane 
fell behind, 1-0, on a corner kick in the first 
90 seconds, then lagged 2-0 eight minutes 
later. At 19 minutes, Grossman scored to 
make it 2-1, but the Blue Devils failed to 
find the net again. Grossman “is our work-
horse on offense; without him we’ll be in 
trouble,” said Coach Ahmed Dwidar. 

The Blue Devils (1-1) travel to Lakeland 
today (Sept. 8) and host Croton-Harmon 
on Wednesday. 

• GIRLS’ SOCCER — In its first match of the 
season, on Aug. 29, Haldane lost at home to 
Croton-Harmon, 4-0. The Tigers led 3-0 at half.

“The second half was much better than the 
first,” said first-year Coach Mary Callaghan. 
“They had the resilience to not give up.” 

The Blue Devils are scheduled to host 
Edgemont today (Sept. 8) at 5 p.m., travel 
to Yonkers Montessori on Tuesday and host 
Woodlands on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

• GIRLS’ TENNIS — After a strong 10-4 
season in which the Blue Devils won the 
league, Haldane opened its season Aug. 31 
with a 5-0 victory at Valhalla. 

In singles, Ellen O’Hara (6-4, 6-0) and 
eighth graders Ellie Dubroff (6-0, 6-2) 
and Scout Thankur-deBeer each won; the 
confidence shown by the middle-schoolers 
impressed Coach Simon Dudar. 

In doubles, Julie Shields and Camilla 
McDaniel won (6-6, 7-3, 6-3), as did Mary 
McBride and Lily Benson (6-2, 6-1). 

The Blue Devils travel to Pleasantville 
today (Sept. 8) and host Briarcliff at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday. Next week they travel to West-
lake and host Tuckahoe and Croton-Harmon. 

• CROSS-COUNTRY – The Blue Devils’ 
first meet of the season was canceled 
because of the hot weather. The team is 
scheduled to participate on Saturday (Sept. 
9) in the Somers Big Red Invitational. 

• VOLLEYBALL — On Wednesday (Sept. 
7), Haldane opened the season at the Leffell 

School, and it was a battle. The teams split 
the first four games, with Haldane taking 
the first (25-15) and third (25-9). After 
Leffell came back to win the fourth, 25-23, 
the Blue Devils took the fifth, 15-9. 

“We started off strong but had to dig 
deep” to win, said Coach Nancy Bowden. 

Scotia Hartford led the squad with eight 
kills, followed by Emily Tomann with seven 
and Elaina Johanson with five. Johanson 
went 26 for 27 at service and scored 16 aces. 
Tomann followed with 14 aces and setter 
Megan Powell had 18 assists. 

The Blue Devils (1-0) hosted Briarcliff on 
Thursday (Sept. 7) and host Keio Academy 
at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, North Salem at 6 
p.m. on Wednesday and O’Neill at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday.

Varsity Roundup: 

Beacon
By Nick Robbins 

• FOOTBALL — A spirited comeback fell 
short on Saturday (Sept. 2) as the Bulldogs 
lost to Red Hook, 28-19. Red Hook led 20-0 
at halftime but Beacon came out as a differ-
ent team in the second half, marching 94 
yards to score on a 3-yard carry to make 

the score 20-6. Beacon scored again twice 
in the fourth quarter, first on a 7-yard run 
and finally on a 2-yard run by quarterback 
Mercer Jordan. The Bulldogs (0-1) travel to 
Port Jervis today (Sept. 8) and host Burke 
Catholic of Goshen on Thursday (Sept. 14). 

• GIRLS’ SOCCER — The Bulldogs wrapped 
up a productive Labor Day weekend, travel-
ing to Saratoga Springs for three scrimmages 
and returning with two draws and a loss but 
with first-year goalie Emma Campagiorni, 
a senior, giving up only two scores. In its 
opener at Warwick Valley on Tuesday (Sept. 
5). Beacon fell 5-3. Trailing 2-0 at the half, 
the Bulldogs took a 3-2 lead before giving 
up three goals. Senior Devyn Kelly had two 
goals. The Bulldogs (0-1) travel to Port Jervis 
on Monday (Sept. 11) and O’Neill on Tuesday.

• BOYS’ SOCCER — The Bulldogs opened 
the season with a 5-0 thumping of Burke 
Catholic on Aug. 31 but lost to Kingston, 3-1, 
on Tuesday (Sept. 5). Beacon (1-1) travels to 
Fallsburg on Tuesday (Sept. 12).

• GIRLS’ TENNIS — Beacon recorded 
back-to-back 6-1 wins on consecutive days, 
knocking off O’Neill on Aug. 30 and Kings-
ton on Aug. 31. The Bulldogs host Cornwall 
today (Sept. 8) at 4:30 p.m. and travel to 
Hyde Park on Thursday.

• CROSS-COUNTRY — The runners had to 
wait to start their season after a meet sched-
uled for Wednesday (Sept. 6) at Goshen was 
canceled because of the heat. Their next 
meet is the Warwick Wave Mania Invite, 
scheduled for Saturday (Sept. 9). 

• GIRLS’ SWIMMING — The Bulldogs 
competed on Aug. 29 in a “swimvational” 
at New Paltz and travel to Valley Central 
today (Sept. 8). Next week the team hosts 
meets against Marlboro/Highland, Rhine-
beck and Lourdes/Red Hook.

• VOLLEYBALL — Beacon began its season 
with a win, defeating Liberty on Wednes-
day (Sept. 6), 3-0. The Bulldogs (1-0) travel 
to Burke Catholic today (Sept. 8) and host 
Chester on Monday before visiting Tuxedo 
on Wednesday and hosting Franklin Roos-
evelt High on Thursday.

Evan Giachinta fends off Dover defender during the first game of the season on Sept. 
1. The Blue Devils won, 42-13. � Photo by Kelly Marsh/Poughkeepsie Journal

Current Names Two Sports Reporters
Will cover varsity high school athletics

The Highlands Current has named two reporters to cover varsity 
high school sports at Haldane and Beacon.

They succeed Skip Pearlman, who retired in June but will 
continue to contribute photography.

Jacob Aframian, a 2023 graduate of Marist College with a 
degree in communication with concentrations in sports and 
journalism, covers Haldane athletics. He was most recently 

a contributor to the Wright Way Sports Network and the 
SportsGrid in Manhattan. He also covered softball and soccer 
for Center Field, a sports publication at Marist. He can be 
reached at jaframian@highlandscurrent.org.

Nick Robbins, a 2023 graduate of the University of Alabama, 
where he majored in news media with a concentration in 
sports journalism, covers Beacon athletics. Most recently, he 
covered high school football for the Alabama Media Group and 
was a sports writer for the Crimson and White, the university’s 
student newspaper. He also writes for LA Soccer Press. He can 
be reached at nrobbins@highlandscurrent.org.

Aframian

Robbins


