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Popular cafe was mainstay 
in Cold Spring
By Michael Turton

The owners of Hudson Hil’s Market 
and Cafe announced on Tuesday 
(Aug. 29) that they plan to close the 

popular Cold Spring breakfast and lunch 
spot this weekend after a 13-year run.

“Hudson Hil’s Cafe wants to thank our 
community for all the amazing years of 
love,” Hilary and Bob Hayes posted on 
Facebook. “We have been blessed to be 

part of Cold Spring’s bustling Main Street, 
watching your kids grow and Philipstown 
blossom. It is bittersweet to announce that 
our last day of service will be this Sunday, 
Sept. 3. We will miss the friendly smiles and 
warmth of the village.”

“We just needed to simplify our life a 
little bit right now, and concentrate on our 
family,” Hilary Hayes added on Wednesday. 
“We’re looking forward to the next chapter.”

Hayes said she and her husband have not 
decided whether to sell the building, which 
has two upstairs apartments.

Hudson Hil’s to Close

Hudson Hil's has been a popular spot in Cold Spring since it opened in 2010. It will 
close on Sunday (Sept. 3). Photo by M. Turton

ONE WAY DOWN — The Dutchess County Fair was held for the 177th time last week in Rhinebeck and included the usual death-
defying carnival rides, such as the swinging pirate boat. For more photos, see Page 16.  Photo by Ross Corsair

The Sun  
Rises on Solar
Climate concerns, gas 

prices drive installations
By Leonard Sparks

In 1982, Duke Bohanon announced the 
launch of Solartrac, a company that 
would manufacture at a factory on 

Herbert Street in Beacon a “solar-energy 
collector” with twice the efficiency of 
traditional solar systems. 

Instead of sitting in a fixed position, his 
disc-shaped collectors followed the sun 
across the sky to capture more energy, 
according to news reports. At the end of 
the day, the discs returned to a position 
facing east, ready for the next day’s sunrise. 

“Solar is the way of the future,” declared 
Bohanon. 

A year later, Bohanon pivoted. After 
concluding that his discs would make 
good receivers for satellite signals, he 
founded Astra Systems Inc. to sell anten-
nae capable of detecting signals for up to 
100 TV channels. Solar would not be in his 
future, but his boast about the power of 
the sun has proven prescient. 

Utility-scale solar projects — generally 
over 10 megawatts — are expected to do 

(Continued on Page 5)

(Continued on Page 5)

Cleanup continues at 153-
acre property near Beacon 
By Jeff Simms

Glenham Mills, the sprawling former 
campus of the Texaco Research 
Center, remains for sale, more than 

three years after its owner, Chevron, began 

seeking offers. 
As in 2020, when the company first 

advertised it, there is no price tag attached 
to the parcel. Dutchess County tax records 
assess the campus, which abuts Beacon’s 
northeast boundary, at $3.47 million. 

The 153-acre property, in the shadow 
of Fishkill Ridge, was the research center 
headquarters for nearly 70 years, until it 

closed in 2003.
“We continue to market the site to local 

and regional developers,” said Charles 
Fontenot, a Chevron representative, on 
Wednesday (Aug. 30). Fontenot said the 
company, which merged with Texaco in 
2003, has had talks with developers but 
would not disclose details. 

The site is located in the Town of Fish-
kill on its border with Beacon. In a news-
letter to residents in July, Fishkill officials 

Former Texaco Site Still on Market

(Continued on Page 18)
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much of the heavy lifting as New York State 
moves to mitigate climate change by replac-
ing power derived from fossil fuels with 
solar, hydropower and wind. 

But individuals and local municipalities, 
businesses and organizations are also embrac-
ing the transition. After declining in 2017 and 
remaining stable through 2020, solar installa-
tions in New York have been rising again and 
more people are buying rather than leasing. 

Local installs
Highlands residents are using govern-

ment incentives to install solar systems at 
their homes and businesses, essentially 
turning them into power plants, and federal 
incentives under the Inflation Reduction Act 
will provide tax credits of up to 30 percent 
of installation costs through 2032. 

At the same time, residents without 
the money or space for systems, includ-
ing apartment complex owners such as 
the Beacon Housing Authority, are buying 
energy generated by small solar farms.

Philipstown officials are exploring the suit-
ability of placing panels on its former landfill 
on Lane Gate Road and other town-owned 
properties, and Beacon is planning to supple-
ment its solar installation at Dennings Point 
with an array atop the Highway Department 
garage on Camp Beacon Road. 

A drive to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions is a motivator, but so is cost. The price 
of electricity generated by natural gas rises 

and sometimes spikes, as it did locally in 
February 2022. Meanwhile, the cost of solar 
continues to fall.  

Shipments of solar panels to the U.S. 
reached a record high in 2022, according 
to the federal Energy Information Admin-
istration, which noted this month that the 
costs of panels have dropped significantly 
since 2010. 

“This is something that we all have to 
do, and it’s something that we can do,” said 
Thomas Wright, a Beacon resident who 
installed an 8-kilowatt system on his roof. “We 
can set our personal energy policy at home.” 

Maria Zhynovitch, a Nelsonville trustee, 
and her husband, Matt, decided in 2022 
to install solar. In February of that year, 
Central Hudson announced that residents 
and businesses would see electricity bills 
increase by an average of 46 percent and gas 
charges by 19 percent, due to several factors. 

Their solar arrays, placed on the south-
west-facing roofs of their home and an 
outbuilding used as a studio, began gener-
ating power in December. On Aug. 25, while 
discussing the 7.2-kilowatt system, Matt 
opened a program on his laptop that moni-
tors the power generation and energy usage. 
In March, the panels generated 378 more 
kilowatt-hours than the Zhynovitchs used. 
The surpluses become credits they can apply 
to future bills.  

“My initial thought was that it would pay 
for itself in seven to 10 years, but I’m think-
ing it may come quicker than that based on 
the cost of electricity and how it seems to 
keep going up,” he said. 

Big goals
Renewable energy sources generated 

or saved 95 million megawatts of energy 
between 2020 and 2022, the state Public 
Service Commission reported in July after a 
briefing on the implementation of the state’s 
Climate Leadership and Community Protec-
tion Act (CLCPA). 

The legislation, passed in 2019, commits 
New York to obtaining 70 percent of its elec-
tricity through renewable sources by 2030 and 
achieving 100 percent emissions-free energy 

Seven Steps to Clean Energy program
Free, unbiased energy consultations
Financial Incentives Guide for further savings
Community Solar
Planning Guide

The Clean Energy Toolkit

Make the shift to clean energy.
We’ll show you how with...

Available free online.  Scan or visit 
sustainableputnam.org/clean-energy-toolkit

“It’s been a great run, and it was a really 
tough decision to close,” she said. “We’re 
super thankful for everyone in the commu-
nity; it’s been awesome, we’ve loved it.”

The couple opened the restaurant at 
129-131 Main St. in 2010. Hilary Hayes 
had been commuting to Wall Street as an 
equity analyst while Bob Hayes, a classi-
cally trained chef, was a stay-at-home dad. 

They have said they were looking for adven-
ture and for a switch in parenting roles.

In August 2020, amid the pandemic shut-
down, the Hayes put the 1860s building on 
the market for $1.65 million. Bob Hayes 
said at the time that the shutdown was “a 
punch to the stomach” for the business, and 
that March and April 2020 had been partic-
ularly bad. But once the shutdown ended, 
the restaurant again thrived, with lines of 
customers waiting for seats on weekends.

Hudson Hils (from Page 1)

Thomas Wright and his family installed solar panels at their house last year.  Photo by L. Sparks

Solar Energy (from Page 1)

(Continued on Page 6)

Tax credits
• New York offers a tax credit of up to 

$5,000 to residents who have:

• Purchased solar energy system
equipment;

• Signed an agreement to 
lease a system; 

• Entered into an agreement that 
spans at least 10 years for the 
purchase of solar power gener-
ated by a company.

More information is available at 
nyserda.ny.gov.

• The federal government offers a solar 
investment tax credit that allows 
homeowners and businesses to claim 
30 percent of the installation costs. In 
some circumstances, people who buy 
interests in community-solar farms 
can also claim the credit. Find out 
more at energy.gov/eere/solar. 

Tax exemption
• New York offers residences and busi-

nesses a 15-year property-tax exemp-
tion on any increase in value due to 
the installation of solar systems.

Low-cost financing
• New York offers low-cost financing to 

residents who do not qualify for tradi-
tional loans and to business owners.

• Residential On-Bill Recovery loans 
are repaid as a line item on monthly 
utility bills. If a resident sells their 
home, the unpaid balance is trans-
ferred to the new homeowner. 

• Smart Energy loans are repaid 
directly to a loan servicer. 

• The Renewable Energy Tax Credit 
Bridge Loan is a short-term 
loan that allows homeowners 
to finance federal and state tax 
credits.

• Businesses and nonprofits can 
apply for on-bill loans of up to 
$50,000 to finance solar systems. 
The repayment period is 10 years. 

• The state partners with lenders 
to provide small businesses with 
loans of up to $100,000 at below-
market interest rates. 

Find out more at nyserda.ny.gov.

Solar Incentives
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production by 2040. As of July, the state had 
contracted with more than 150 renewable-
energy and transmission projects that, if all 
are completed, will deliver 66 percent of the 
state’s energy, according to the PSC.

One of the key incentive programs for 
residents, businesses, nonprofits, schools 
and other organizations is NY-SUN, which 
former Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s administra-
tion launched in 2012 with a goal of seeing 
utility customers install 3 gigawatts of solar. 

The CLCPA, passed in 2019, raised 
NY-SUN’s target to 6 gigawatts by 2025. Three 
years later, in May 2022, the Public Service 
Commission approved a $1.5 billion expansion 
of the program, raising its goal to 10 gigawatts 
by 2030. The new criteria require that 1.6 giga-
watts of the expansion benefit residents who 
“generally lack access to rooftop solar,” such 
as low- and moderate-income households. 

The PSC estimated that the expansion 
will reduce greenhouse-gas emissions by 
54 million metric tons, save on utility costs 
for 127,000 new solar customers and create 
6,000 jobs. 

Purchasing supplants leasing
Gina Merola and her husband are leasing a 

rooftop solar system that was installed in 2015 
on their Beacon home by SolarCity, which has 
since been bought by Tesla. “Since we’ve had 
them installed, we’ve definitely gotten lower 
bills,” she said. “I have no regrets.”

The trend now is to purchase systems 

outright. The average system installed 
by Empire Solar Solutions, based in 
Newburgh, generates 11 kilowatts and costs 
about $35,000, but federal and state incen-
tives (see Page 5) cut that price in half, said 
Mark Zurla, one of the company’s founders. 

While the average cost that Empire’s 
customers pay for solar, about 12 cents 
per kilowatt-hour, has not changed since 
it began selling systems in 2015, prices for 
electricity generated by fossil fuels have 
gone up and tend to fluctuate, said Zurla.  

Over the last 12 months, Central Hudson’s 
standard rate for electricity has ranged 
from a high of 16 cents per kilowatt-hour 
in November 2022 to 7.1 cents in July, and 

has averaged 11.8 cents for the past year, 
according to company data. Electricity 
prices averaged 7 cents in 2018, and peaked 
at 11 cents in February of that year. 

The savings on electricity supply costs, 
coupled with credits for supplying excess 
power to the electrical grid (called “net meter-
ing”) and the incentives combine to create an 
average payback period (when savings exceed 
the system’s price tag) of five years, said Zurla. 

“If the system is designed properly you’re 
not buying anything from the utility,” he 
said. “Nothing.” 

Next week: Community Solar

Solar Energy (from Page 5)

The solar panels at Maria and Matt Zhynovitch's Nelsonville home in March produced 
378 more kilowatt-hours than they used.  Photo by L. Sparks

Don’t miss this world premiere! 
use code “23cuRReNT” foR 25%

hvshakespeare.org

Sat, Sept. 2 [PREVIEW] 7:00pm

Sun, Sept. 3 [OPENING] 7:00pm

Tues, Sept. 5 7:00pm

Wed, Sept. 6 7:00pm

Thu, Sept. 7 [CAPTIONED] 7:00pm

Fri, Sept. 8 7:00pm 
Sat, Sept. 9 7:00pm

Sun, Sept. 10 2:00pm

Tues, Sept. 12 7:00pm

Wed, Sept. 13 7:00pm

Thu, Sept. 14 [PROLOUGE] 7:00pm

Fri, Sept. 15 7:00pm 
Sat, Sept. 16 2:00 & 7:00pm

Sun, Sept. 17 [CLOSING] 2:00pm

PENELOPE
music and lyrics by ALEX BECHTEL

book by ALEX BECHTEL, GRACE MCLEAN & EVA STEINMETZ
directed by EVA STEINMETZ

OPENING SEPT. 3

 
A musical love letter that reimagines The Odyssey from Penelope’s point of view.

HOWLAND
CULTURAL

CENTER

4 7 7  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  B e a c o n ,  N Y  1 2 5 0 8
w w w. h o w l a n d c u l t u r a l c e n t e r. o r g  ( 8 4 5 )  8 3 1 - 4 9 8 8

f a c e b o o k . c o m / h o w l a n d c e n t e r b e a c o n
h o w l a n d c u l t u r a l c e n t e r t i x . c o m

Check our website + media for more events,  info + tickets

Sept 1 - LIT LIT
Sept 9 - ERIC STARR - A Celebration of Women in History

TANGO LESSONS - LEARN ARGENTINE TANGO!  - Sept 11
Emiliano De Laurentiis, will teach an eight-week course

Sat + Sun – September 2 + 3 – 1-5 PM
“REALISM ON THE HUDSON”

An exhibition of traditional paintings and drawings
by members of American Artists Professional League.

Commemorating the AAPL’s 95th anniversary.

Sat – September 2 – 8pm
FLAMENCODANZA

Dancer Aylin Bayas and guitarist Raúl Mannola
"A performance packed with passion, elegance, inspiration

and breathtaking beauty, " said Broadway World. "
Tix adv $25 or $30 at the door - howlandculturalcentertix.com

Local Officials 
This is a list of elected and appointed 
officials at the local, state and federal 
level and how to contact them with your 
praise or protests.

Local Government Video Guide 
OK, it’s not Netflix, but here’s a list of 
sites where you can watch videos of 
local and county public meetings.

How They Voted (Congress) 
Summaries of consequential and 
newsworthy legislation in the U.S. 
House and how Rep. Mike Lawler 
(Philipstown) and Rep. Pat Ryan 
(Beacon) voted. Updated weekly when 
Congress meets. 

Storm Updates and Resources 
Storm watcher resources and contacts 
for when the power goes out.

Community Calendar 
This is the full Monty — we only have 
room for the highlights in print.

Community Directory 
This is a continually updated guide to 
local businesses and cultural sites, with 
addresses, phone numbers and web links.

Shop Local Online 
We created this during the pandemic; 
it’s a list of local retailers that allow you 
to order online.

Real-Estate Data 
These graphs are created on-the-fly by a 
firm called Dataherald and include the 
number of new listings in Putnam and 
Dutchess counties, the number of home 
sales and median home sale price.

Job Search 
Provided by Indeed, these are 
continually updated listings for 
open positions in the Highlands and 
surrounding areas.

Back Issues 
This is an archive of our past issues, in PDF 
format, from June 2012 to date, except 
for the latest issue, which is emailed to 
Current members on Friday morning.

Podcast Archives 
Here are links to all the episodes of 
our podcast, for easy listening. The 
three most popular downloads so far 
have been interviews with a barefoot 
Ironman competitor; Dinky Romilly of 
Philipstown, who discussed her civil 
rights work and her famous mother; and 
the author of a book about stone walls.

What’s Online at  
Highlands 

Current.org
These resources can be  

accessed through the pulldown 
menu on the top of each page, 

under “Resources” and  
“Reader Guide.”
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The Sun  
Rises on Solar

Residents, officials 
embrace community 

approach 
By Leonard Sparks

A free energy supply, provided by 
the sun, is a prize out of reach for 
many businesses and property 

owners. They may have north-facing roofs, 
which tilt away from the sun’s southern 
arc in the Northern Hemisphere; inad-
equate space for ground-mounted arrays; 
or simply cannot afford a solar-power 
system, even with generous incentives. 

One alternative is community solar, 
in which individuals, businesses and 
organizations “subscribe” to the energy 
produced by privately funded solar farms 
and receive renewable-energy credits on 
their electricity bills. In New York, the 
mandated discount is 10 percent.

Several hundred households, businesses 
and most of Putnam County’s libraries 
have joined a community-solar program, 
said Joe Montouri, the executive director 
of Sustainable Putnam. “It’s a great deal. 
It costs nothing to sign up and there’s no 
penalties for quitting, although I don’t 
know why anybody would quit.” 

Utility-scale solar projects — generally 
over 10 megawatts — are expected to do 
much of the heavy lifting as New York 
State moves to mitigate climate change by 
replacing power derived from fossil fuels 
with solar, hydropower and wind. But 
individuals, municipalities and organi-
zations are also embracing the transition. 
After declining in 2017 and remaining 
stable through 2020, solar installations 
in New York have been rising. 

There are at least eight firms that 
provide community solar in the Hudson 
Valley. Sustainable Putnam partners with 
a firm called PowerMarket, which serves 

(Continued on Page 16)

COMMUNITY DAY — Cold Spring celebrated on Sept. 2 on Main Street with face painting, cotton candy, magic tricks, a pie contest, 
juggling and a stilt-walker. For more photos, see Pages 14-15.  Photo by Ross Corsair

School board considering 
details of $35.7 million 
capital project
By Joey Asher

To move ahead with the first phase 
of a $35.7 million plan to upgrade 
and expand the Haldane campus, 

district residents would have to approve a 
tax increase of 10.5 percent, according to 
a study shared with the school board at its 
meeting on Tuesday (Sept. 5).

That amounts to about $1,100 in new 
taxes for a Philipstown home valued at 
$600,000, according to an analysis done 
by Capital Markets Associates, a consult-
ing firm hired by the district.

If the board decides to go ahead with 

the project, a referendum on whether to 
borrow the money to finance it would 
likely be included on the ballot in May with 
the annual budget and trustee vote.

Phase I of the master plan includes a 
range of projects, including a new wing at 
the high school that would include a student 
center, science and tech lab, and classroom. 
Combined with an addition for an existing 

Study: Haldane Plan Would Raise Taxes 10.5 Percent

(Continued on Page 5)

Healey dealerships depart, 
and changes expected
By Jeff Simms

With four substantial parcels on 
Fishkill Avenue (Route 52) owned 
by Healey Brothers auto dealer-

ships on the market, the Beacon City Council 
says it will consider rezoning a portion of the 
corridor to spur mixed-use development that 
could include affordable housing. 

The council discussed the first draft of a 
rezoning proposal during its workshop on 

Tuesday (Sept. 5). A public hearing would 
be required before any council vote. 

There are a number of elements at play in 
the corridor, which hugs Fishkill Creek as it 
wends from Beacon toward Hopewell Junc-
tion. The first is the four Healey properties. 

The largest, with a 20,000-square-foot 
retail building, is listed for $3.2 million. A 
second, with a 10,200-square-foot show-
room, is $1.8 million, and two additional 
lots, each with buildings, are listed for 
$1.45 million and $450,000. 

The Healey brothers — Paul and Dwight 
— announced in April that they were moving 

the Ford dealership to a larger location on 
Route 9 in Poughkeepsie after purchasing 
the Friendly Ford dealership there. 

Construction is also underway on a 
Healey Hyundai facility on Route 52 in 
Fishkill that is expected to open in Decem-
ber. The brothers’ Mitsubishi dealership 
moved to Middletown and the Lincoln 
dealership is now in Goshen.

The Healey business was approaching 
its 40th year in Beacon; Bill Healey, the 
father of the brothers, owned a Chevy deal-
ership in Goshen when he purchased Shaw 

Beacon Could Rezone Fishkill Avenue Corridor

(Continued on Page 7)
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eastern Putnam County and has solar farms 
in Brewster and North Salem. The Beacon 
Housing Authority just signed on with 
Nexamp to support a farm in Greene County. 

Founded in 2007, Nexamp has installed 
arrays of ground-mounted panels in 10 
states. Eight of the company’s 40 projects in 
New York are in Central Hudson’s territory, 
including a 2.6-megawatt farm off Route 
9D in Wappinger. A typical farm produces 
5 to 6 megawatts of power per day, enough 
energy for 1,000 homes, said Keith Hevenor, 
Nexamp’s communications manager. 

“The reality is that so many people can’t 
do rooftop solar for a number of reasons — 
the roof faces the wrong direction; the roof 
is too old and would have to be replaced 
before they could do panels; they are a renter 
in an apartment or they’re leasing a house 
and they don’t own their rooftop,” he said. 

A decade ago, the Beacon Housing 
Authority won a $1.5 million federal grant 
that was combined with state and Dutchess 
County funds to pay for $2.5 million in 
energy-efficiency projects, said Roland 
Traudt, the authority’s executive director. 

Part of the money funded the installation 
of rooftop solar heaters that fill some of the 
hot-water needs at Forrestal Heights’ high-
rise building and at Hamilton Fish Plaza on 
Eliza Street. 

Traudt said the agency explored leasing a 

rooftop system for electricity but its board did 
not like the idea of committing to a 20-year 
deal. Then, along came community solar. 

With the authority’s 245 apartments 
supporting solar and energy efficiency, “that 
makes a difference,” said Veronica Schetter, 
the agency’s assistant director. Although the 
savings are important, “the bigger issue is 
being better to the environment,” she said. 

As companies continue to build farms, 
the state is considering amending the 
rules for community solar to allow for opt-
out agreements between municipalities 
and developers. Residents and businesses 
would automatically be enrolled but could 

choose to receive electricity from their util-
ity company or a third party. 

Beacon is among a coalition of commu-
nities supporting the change, said Chris 
White, the city administrator. The City 
Council declined to rejoin a community-
choice aggregation program under which 
Cold Spring, Nelsonville and Philipstown 
are receiving electricity at a fixed rate. 

Under Community Choice Aggregation 
(CCA), the fixed rate can sometimes be 
higher than the one charged by a utility 
company, whose prices for energy fluctu-
ate throughout the year. “Sometimes you 
win, sometimes you lose,” said White. 
“We wanted to go to a guaranteed-savings 
model. That’s what community solar does.” 

Municipal projects
Beacon is already filling most of its 

municipal needs with a solar array at 
Dennings Point that generates roughly 70 
percent of the energy it uses, with the rest 
supplied through the purchase of renew-
able-energy credits, according to White. 

The city, which is mandated to use only 
renewable sources for electricity under 
a City Council policy approved in 2021, 
received a $125,000 state grant to partially 
fund a 180-kilowatt rooftop solar system at 
the Highway Department garage. Bidding 
is expected to take place later this year. 

“Eventually, we hope to take that 30 
percent that we’re covering with commu-

Electrified
Gas becomes passé for 

Beacon resident

By Leonard Sparks

When Thomas Wright and his business 
partner decided in 2012 to move their 
furniture and design company, Atlas 
Studios, from Brooklyn to a vacant 
1920s factory they purchased in 
Newburgh, they faced the challenges of 
renovating a century-old building. 

One of those challenges — how to 
individually heat and cool the 40 studios 
that share the building with Atlas — 
drove the decision to install the electric 
air-source heat pumps that feed wall-
mounted blowers in each unit. 

The pumps were the first in a series 
of moves to eliminate the use of gas 
at Atlas; in December, the building 
became fully electric. The same thing 
happened at Wright’s home in Beacon 
earlier this year. “I called Central 
Hudson and told them to log out our 
gas meter,” he said.

Wright and Atlas were, and are, ahead 
of the curve. This year, New York State 
enacted legislation requiring most new 
residential and commercial buildings to 
use only electric appliances and heat 
by 2026. Win Climate, a think tank that 
assessed the All-Electric Building Act, 

estimated that the average new single-
family home would cost $904 less 
annually to heat with an air-source pump.

Wright said he and his business 
partner, Joseph Fretesi, began feeling 
a heightened sense of urgency three 
years ago because of the mounting 
evidence of climate-change’s impact, 
and decided to go beyond the heat 
pumps. In addition to replacing on-
demand hot-water heaters and the gas-
powered heaters in the 10,000-square-
foot space where Atlas makes furniture, 
they subscribed to a community-solar 
project based in Kingston. 

At his home, Wright decided, as part of 
the addition of a second story in 2021, to 
replace the gas boiler and radiators with 

air-source pumps that heat and cool. In 
December, an induction range replaced 
the gas oven and he installed an electric 
hot-water heater. (There is also no gas in 
the garage; his family owns two electric 
Kias: an EV6 and a Niro.) 

In March 2022, Wright had solar 
panels installed on the home, taking 
advantage of a hefty federal tax credit 
included in the Inflation Reduction Act. 
He tracks their production with a phone 
app and estimates the system will pay 
for itself in about eight years.

“Right now, it’s a great time because 
there’s been a lot of clear days,” he said 
earlier this summer. “Almost every day, 
we’re producing a lot more than we’re 
using.”

Thomas Wright checks the ductwork of the pumps that heat and and cool his 
Beacon home.  Photo by L. Sparks

Solar Energy (from Page 1)

(Continued on Page 17)

Eventually, we 
hope to take that 

30 percent that we’re 
covering with community 
solar and renewable-
energy credits and get 
close to 100 percent of 
local production by putting 
solar panels on other 
facilities that the city has.

~ Chris White,  
Beacon city administrator
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surrounding areas.

Back Issues 
This is an archive of our past issues, in PDF 
format, from June 2012 to date, except 
for the latest issue, which is emailed to 
Current members on Friday morning.

Podcast Archives 
Here are links to all the episodes of 
our podcast, for easy listening. The 
three most popular downloads so far 
have been interviews with a barefoot 
Ironman competitor; Dinky Romilly of 
Philipstown, who discussed her civil 
rights work and her famous mother; and 
the author of a book about stone walls.

What’s Online at  
Highlands 

Current.org
These resources can be  

accessed through the pulldown 
menu on the top of each page, 

under “Resources” and  
“Reader Guide.”
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nity solar and renewable-energy credits 
and get close to 100 percent of local produc-
tion by putting solar panels on other facili-
ties that the city has,” White said. 

Philipstown is also eyeing local production. 
The town is planning to install panels atop its 
new Highway Department garage on Fishkill 
Road, but is also envisioning a solar array at 
its former landfill on Lane Gate Road. 

In March, officials from Philipstown and 
the Environmental Protection Agency toured 
the property to assess its suitability as a solar 
farm. Despite concerns about the steepness of 
its slopes and its orientation toward the south 
and east, an assessment concluded that 3.5 
acres at the landfill are viable for solar panels 
generating 875 kilowatts annually.

Martha Upton, Philipstown’s climate smart 
coordinator, told the Town Board at its Aug. 
3 meeting that because the acreage is small, 
the town should look to combine the landfill 
with other town-owned parcels. Sustainable 
Putnam identified a few town properties that 
could be viable for solar, she said. 

They include 10 acres at the New Leaf 
Restoration town farm, across Route 403 
from the Desmond-Fish Public Library; 
the parking area at the town park, which 
may be suitable for a solar canopy; and land 
behind the Highway Department building. 

The landfill alone would be “a good 
start,” but additional properties “would 
give us a more substantial project and 
greater potential benefits,” Upton said. 

Jason Angell, a member of the Town Board, 
said the traditional arrangement is for a 
developer to lease property from a munici-
pality for the installation of an array whose 
power they sell, but the Inflation Reduction 
Act, enacted by President Joe Biden last year, 
has made it easier for municipalities and 
nonprofits to own solar farms. 

“That’s where it could be fairly lucrative to 
the town because you own the electricity,” said 
Angell, who is co-founder of the Ecological 
Citizen’s Project, which is helping Peekskill 
develop a community-owned solar project.

The Town Board will discuss options for 
community solar at a workshop on Wednes-
day (Sept. 13) at 7:30 p.m.

In Putnam, solar panels that power the 

county’s Kern Building in Brewster, which 
houses the Motor-Vehicle and Health 
departments, went online in July 2021. 
Additional panels have been installed on 
four county buildings in Carmel. 

Montouri said he has also suggested to 
Putnam legislators that the county iden-
tify cleared lands, both public and private, 
where solar farms can be erected, and that 
the county’s Climate Smart Community 
Task Force promote community solar. 

“It would be good for our local grid if 
there’s more renewable energy locally so 
that we’re not dependent on so much power 
coming from upstate New York or Quebec, 
where a lot of our hydro comes from and 
will in the future,” he said.

For Part 1 of this series,  
which focused on home installations,  
see highlandscurrent.org.

Nexamp's projects include a 12-acre solar farm off Route 9D in Wappinger can produce 
up to 2.6 megawatts of power. Nexamp 

Seven Steps to Clean Energy program
Free, unbiased energy consultations
Financial Incentives Guide for further savings
Community Solar
Planning Guide

The Clean Energy Toolkit

Make the shift to clean energy.
We’ll show you how with...

Available free online.  Scan or visit 
sustainableputnam.org/clean-energy-toolkit

How to Join
Community solar providers are required 
to register with the state Department of 
Public Service, which has a search tool 
online at bit.ly/ny-solar-map.

There are seven companies that work 
with Central Hudson, which serves the 
Highlands; one firm, SunCommon, has 
farms in Rhinebeck and Red Hook but 
both are closed to new subscribers. The 
others are listed below.

Note: Central Hudson uses a “dual 
billing” system, meaning you will 
receive one bill from the utility and 
another from the solar provider that 
reflects a 10 percent discount.

• Ampion (ampion.net)

• Clearway (clearwaycommunitysolar.
com/new-york)

• Common Energy  
(commonenergy.us)

• Nexamp (nexamp.com)

• Solar Generation (solargeneration.
net/community-solar)

• Solstice (solstice.us)

(Continued from Page 16)

Join today or renew your membership! 
You’ll get a digital copy of the paper every week before it hits the newsstands!

Discover the benefits that will help us  
engage with you and you with us!

Membership matters
As your independent nonprofit news source for Philipstown 

and Beacon, The Highlands Current relies on you, our readers, 
to help support quality coverage of all that matters to you. 

Membership is the way you can help. 
It is our primary means of support as we seek to provide a vital 

forum for your diverse interests, concerns and experiences.  

Just go to: 

highlandscurrent.org/join

Questions? Email: 

membership@ 
highlandscurrent.org
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