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Beacon synagogue begins 
search for successor 
By Jeff Simms

Brent Spodek knows that marriage 
isn’t easy. 

After his wife, Alison, was diag-
nosed with leukemia in 2013, Spodek says 
he learned valuable lessons about commu-
nicating with his partner. When the couple 
would argue, Spodek said he found himself 
employing the “Beck defense.”

“I would basically say, ‘I’m a loser, baby, 
so why don’t you kill me?’ ” he said, recall-
ing the refrain from Beck’s 1994 hit. In 
other words, Spodek would apologize with-
out actually taking responsibility for how 
his actions had impacted his wife. 

“I was putting my partner in the position 
of having to reassure me that I wasn’t so 
bad,” he said. 

In time, Spodek learned that the pattern 
was a common one that couples experience. 
He began taking responsibility for his woe-
is-me feelings and concentrated on taking 
care of his relationship with his wife. 

Spodek, the rabbi at the Beacon Hebrew 
Alliance (BHA) for the past 13 years, 
announced last month that he will step back 
from the position as of July to become a full-
time premarital counselor. He will transi-

tion into the role of rabbi emeritus at BHA. 
Spodek began working with couples in 

2018, after the “emotionally intelligent 
communication” he’d learned while his 
wife recovered began showing up in his 
rabbinical work. 

‘Rabbi Brent’ to Take On New Role

Rabbi Brent Spodek is leaving the 
position this summer to focus on 
counseling. Photo by Valerie Shively

(Continued on Page 7)
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W here does your garbage go 
when you throw it away? In 
the Highlands, you might be 

breathing it. 
Every year, about 45 percent of 

Dutchess County’s garbage — around 
150,000 tons — goes up in smoke at an 
incinerator located on the Hudson River 
in southern Poughkeepsie. Putnam 
County’s trash travels south to a larger 
incinerator in Westchester located 
across Lent’s Cove from the former 

Indian Point nuclear power plant. 
Across the state, New York oper-

ates 10 incinerators, more than 
any other state — Florida also 

had 10 until an incinerator 
near Miami burned down.

The preferred industry 
term for these facilities 

is “waste-to-energy,” 
or WTE, because 

the plants produce power. The Pough-
keepsie incinerator makes enough 
electricity annually for about 10,000 
homes, and the Peekskill incinerator for 
more than 30,000. But they also emit 
greenhouse gases, the primary driver 
of global warming; in 2022, the Peek-
skill plant emitted 286,000 metric tons 
and the smaller Poughkeepsie plant, 
40,000 tons. Both plants also release 
toxins such as lead, mercury, cadmium, 
hydrochloric acid and nitrogen oxides 
at rates many times higher than coal-
burning plants per megawatt hour. 

The 10.63 pounds, or 4,822 grams, of 
mercury emitted annually by the Peek-
skill incinerator might not seem like 
much, but, according to one study, it 
would only take one gram added annu-
ally to a 20-acre lake to eventually 
make the fish there unsafe to eat. 

PART I

Talking Trash
As housekeeping goes, trash is easy — you place it in a plastic bag and inside a 
plastic carton and a truck arrives and takes it away. But where those trucks end 
up is vital to the health of the Highlands, and to the planet. The thousands of tons 
of garbage produced by local residents each year that can’t be recycled (or can 
be, but isn’t) must be buried or burned, which contributes to global warming and 
air pollution. In this series, we will examine county and state plans to deal with 
all that trash and what municipalities and individuals are doing to reduce waste. 

By Brian PJ Cronin

(Continued on Page 8)

Couple, charged in killing 
ex-husband, loses motion
By Leonard Sparks

A federal judge refused to dismiss 
an indictment in which a former 
Beacon couple faces the death 

penalty in the alleged carjacking and kill-
ing of the woman’s ex-husband, who disap-
peared after returning their daughters to 
a home on West Church Street. 

Judge Philip Halpern, of the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern District 
of New York, on Jan. 19 rejected a motion 
by attorneys for Jamie and Nicholas 
Orsini to dismiss the two charges they 
face — carjacking resulting in death and 
conspiracy to commit a carjacking — in the 
disappearance of Steven Kraft. 

The Marlboro resident has not been seen 

since April 28, 2020, after he returned the 
two daughters he shared with Jamie Orsini 
to her home following a custody visit.

The next day, Kraft failed to show up for 
his job at a deli in Marlboro, and on May 4, 
2020, investigators found his 1999 Camry 
abandoned in the City of Newburgh. 

One of the earliest pieces of evidence 
was surveillance footage showing Kraft’s 
car crossing the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge 
on April 28. Nicholas Orsini is accused of 
being the driver, and prosecutors say they 
have camera footage of him at a gas station 
on Route 9W in Newburgh, where he alleg-
edly used a burner phone to call a taxi to 
take him back to Beacon. 

Halpern said in his eight-page deci-
sion that the Orsinis’ contention that “the 
government has not alleged (and cannot 
prove) the required nexus between the 
intent to kill or harm Kraft and the taking 

Death Penalty Still on Table  
in Beacon Carjacking Case

Wonka Time!
Page 17
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By Erin-Leigh Hoffman

Bridget O’Neill, of Beacon, has told 
stories 20 times on The Moth stage 
and hosts the podcast Keepin’ It Real 

With Bridget O’Neill. Beginning Feb. 10, she 
will lead a five-week storytelling course at 
Beahive.

What sparked your interest in  
storytelling?

I had the art of storytelling in me from 
a young age; maybe it’s because both my 
parents are Irish and storytellers. But there 
was one time, when I was living in New 
York City, constantly rushing from my 
recruiting job. One day, I wasn’t rushing; 
something told me to calm down. I said to 
myself: “I live in this great city and I never 
slow down to stop and take it all in.” It was 
around the holidays and they had an ice-
skating rink at Bryant Park, and I watched 
the skaters with the music playing over the 
speakers. I was describing the feeling of 
watching the skaters and watching people 
watching the skaters. You have that warm 
feeling that you can only get at a concert, 
when you are surrounded by people you 
don’t know but there’s a common thread 
and interest. I say this because I ran from 
there to get my train, and I got on the 
wrong train, and I was like, “Oh, shoot, 

OK, I’ll just get off at the next stop.” When 
I did, I heard my name. I look up and it’s 
this guy, Anthony, who I dated in Philly 15 
years earlier. He was up there for some hair 
event. We started talking and he said if you 
ever come to Philly, there’s this thing called 
“First Person Arts.” You get onstage, tell a 
real story and you have five minutes to do 
it. I didn’t end up going to Philly because I 
found The Moth in New York City.

What is The Moth?
It’s a storytelling venue. Two weeks before 

each show, they tell you what the theme is. 
Say, for instance, it’s “wheels.” I’m thinking, 
“Oh, yes, I got a story about when I flipped 
my Volkswagen Bug when I was 19.” At the 
show, they pull names out of a hat. You might 
not get called, so you have all of this built-up 
anxiety. But if you get called, it’s addicting. 
Your guard goes down. Once you hear that 

laughter or that moment of shock, you calm 
down because then you feel these people are 
with you. My first time on the stage was pure 
fear but it turned into one of the happiest 
moments of my life.

What makes a good story?
Right off the bat, you have no idea what 

you’re going to hear. You can assume 
one thing and then it goes somewhere 
completely different. That element of 
surprise is my favorite. The other thing, 
which I think is the art of storytelling, is 
someone gets onstage and they’re telling 
you a story about something incredibly 
deep, and you’re with them all along the 
way. A friend of mine calls it, “Punch them 
and then hug them.” I’ll give you an exam-
ple: Someone was talking about watching 
his house burn. And you’re on the edge 
of your seat, but then he says something 
quite funny, and you don’t expect a funny 
moment when your house is ablaze. That’s 
a release, right? The audience is invested 
but you make them snap out of it. That’s 
the balance of any story. 

Why do you think storytelling is  
so popular?

The great thing is you can have vast age 
differences or every single gender back-
ground, across the board. There’s a mom, 
there’s a schoolteacher, there’s an elec-
trician, there’s an engineer — this is not 
people’s full-time job. You get to be your 
authentic self, without being judged or 
measured. Everyone and anyone can do it. 
There are zero limitations. To me, that’s the 
beauty of it.

What mistakes do people make when 
telling stories?

The good thing about The Moth is that 
you’re limited to five minutes; if you have 
a 10-minute story, you have to kill your 
darlings. Sometimes people will leave 
details in when they don’t matter. I usually 
tell people not to go so macro. If you go 
micro, that’s where it gets funny or meatier.

FIVE QUESTIONS: BRIDGET O’NEILL

Where would  
you love to skate 

this winter?

By Michael Turton

Quincy Britt, Peekskill

The Yukon, under the 
Northern Lights.

A lake in Zermatt, 
Switzerland, a tiny 

mountaintop village.

Ice Time in Newburgh; 
it’s inside and there’s 

hot chocolate and food. 

Nam
Jacob Alte, Beacon

Sheri Darman, Cold Spring

All tickets at  
www.philipstowndepottheatre.org

The Watched Pot by 
Keith Hershberger

Feb 2-9*
*two performances added:  

Feb 3 at 4:00pm and Feb 9 at 7:30pm

CINEMA DEPOT

Victor/Victoria
Feb 16 at 7:30pm

DEPOT DOCS

I Like it Here  
by Ralph Arlyck

Feb. 23 at 7:30pm
Q&A with director, followed by reception at Dolly’s

DIRT
A new play from Putnam Theatre Alliance

Written by Nan Nelson-Ewing,  
Vickie Ramirez and Kate Moira Ryan

Directed by Alice Jankell

Opens May 8-10 at Philipstown Depot Theatre
May 15-17 at Arts on the Lake

May 23-24 at Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
Tickets on sale soon!
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Steuben County:  
From School to Housing

Contractors completed a state-funded 
project that transformed the former 

Bryant School in the City of Hornell into 
39 apartments for lower-income families.

The energy-efficient building has a public 
bus stop and is within a mile of the city’s 
downtown, the state said in a news release. 
The project was coordinated by the New 
York State Homes and Community Renewal 
agency.

The two-story, 50,000-square-foot school, 
which closed in 2021, was renovated and 
expanded by 8,500 square feet. The devel-
opers preserved the hallway tile, entrance 
sign, playground, trees and fenced-in 
greenspace, while adding a fitness center, 
community room with kitchen, laundry 
rooms and free broadband internet. New 
York State provided $13.2 million in fund-
ing for the $14.3 million project. 

New Paltz: SUNY Senior 
Killed in Hit-and-Run

A senior at SUNY New Paltz was killed 
after being hit from behind on Route 208 

near campus by a driver who fled the scene.
The body of Raymond Rattray, 22, of New 

York City, was found 20 feet off the road 
on Jan. 24. He apparently was struck by a 
dark sedan at about 5 p.m. the day before 
while walking home from class on the south 
shoulder. Police said the vehicle sustained 
damage to its front end.

Elsewhere in Ulster County, police 
continue to investigate a fatal hit-and-run 
that took place in Saugerties at about 5 
p.m. on Jan. 10. Starllie Swonyoung, 21, was 
struck from behind while walking along the 
south shoulder of Route 9W with a friend.

Wappingers Falls:  
No Action on Park Lead

The state Department of Health said 
last week it would not take any further 

action to mitigate lead contamination at a 
Wappingers Falls park.

Temple Park, near Wappingers Creek, 
was closed over the summer after 
The Wall Street Journal reported that 
telecommunication cables left under the 
creek bed may have contaminated the soil. 
The state shuttered the park “out of an 
abundance of caution” for testing, accord-
ing to the Poughkeepsie Journal.

The Poughkeepsie paper reported on Jan. 
26 that only one of 25 soil samples had more 
than the maximum limit of 400 parts per 
million of lead where children live or play. 
However, it noted that the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency recently lowered 

that standard to 200 ppm, and nine loca-
tions had 180 to 410 ppm. 

Newburgh: Housing 
Program Expands

Making Moves, a New York State 
program that helps families with 

federal Section 8 vouchers find afford-
able housing, has expanded operations to 
Newburgh and Poughkeepsie.

The program also helps families in 
Buffalo, Westchester County, Long Island 
and Ithaca locate rental properties in 
“higher-resourced communities.” It hopes 
to serve 50 families in the first year of oper-
ations in the expansion areas.

Making Moves is overseen by New York 
State Homes and Community Renewal. See 
hcr.ny.gov/mobility.

New York City:  
Port Authority Collects 
$25M from Toll Evaders

The Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey announced Jan. 22 that it recov-

ered more than $25 million from toll evad-
ers in 2023, up from the $21 million in 2022.

The agency’s police force also issued 
5,800 summonses, including 4,400 for 
obstructed, missing or fake license plates.

It said the largest scofflaw in 2023 was the 
EM Padilla Trucking Co. of Weehawken, New 
Jersey, whose drivers evaded $201,000 in tolls.

Carmel: Man Stabbed at 
Airsoft Game

Town of Carmel police arrested a 
20-year-old Bedford Hills man in 

connection with the stabbing of a Mount 
Vernon man on Jan. 28 at Hudson Valley 
Airsoft at the Paladin Center.

Justin Pagan allegedly attacked the 33-year-
old victim during a game in which players use 
weapons that fire foam projectiles. The three-
level facility includes “a simulated apartment 
complex, bar, offices, bank, bodega and ware-
house with barricades and obstacles.”

According to the Mid Hudson News, the 
victim was taken to Danbury Hospital with 
six stab wounds and a collapsed lung. Pagan 
was charged with attempted murder, assault 
and criminal possession of a weapon and 
remanded to the Putnam County jail.

Poughkeepsie: Person 
Stabbed at Train Station

A person was robbed and stabbed in the 
waiting area of the Poughkeepsie train 

station just after 11 p.m. on Monday (Jan. 29). 
Officers arrested a suspect at Waryas 

Park and another in the parking lot of the 
Mid-Hudson Discovery Museum, according 
to Mid Hudson News. The victim’s injuries 
were not life-threatening, police said.
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845-265-3638 • Garrison, New York
Advance reservations recommended

EAGLE WATCH
Spot Bald Eagles with Birding Experts from 

Constitution Marsh and Putnam Highlands Audubon

Sunday, February 4 • 10am - 2pm
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Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
updates and latest information.

VILLAGE OF COLD SPRING ANNOUNCEMENT

ARE YOU READY FOR THE 
RESIDENT PARKING 
PROGRAM? DO YOU HAVE 
QUESTIONS ABOUT IT?
The Board of Trustees will host a Public 
Information Session to answer any 
questions residents have about the 
program

• When: Wednesday February 7th @
7:00 PM

• Where: Village Hall (85 Main Street)
or you can participate via Zoom at

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88983853791?
pwd=NG1RWU5VVG9RVTRZaStQaW9 
kMXBMZz09

Or by phone: 646-558-8656
Meeting ID: 889 8385 3791   
Passcode: 365616

For more information including a 
map of the area requiring permits 
and the application, please visit the 
village website at:

https://www.coldspringny.gov/
mayor-board-trustees/pages/
residential-parking-program
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No seats
Putnam County’s Republican legislators 

are trying to suppress the representation 
of Philipstown’s interests at the county 
government level (“No Committees for 
Montgomery,” Jan. 26).

Nancy Montgomery has been denied — 
by her fellow legislators — a seat on any 
legislative committee other than those that 
they can’t exclude her from. 

This is unprecedented and undemocratic 
behavior. As a result of this outrageous 
action, it appears that Republican legisla-
tors attach little importance to input from 
our area of the county regarding such issues 
as county governance, audit and administra-
tion, economic development, energy, health, 
education and the environment.

Nancy has been overwhelmingly elected 
and re-elected in Philipstown, and the 
portion of Putnam Valley in her district, 
by voters of all political affiliations because 
those voters know she is a genuine public 
servant who always does her homework 
on county issues. She asks insightful and 
responsible questions of her fellow legisla-
tors on behalf of her constituency and the 
county as a whole. She is willing to reach 
across the aisle and work with colleagues 
in the Legislature to get work done that is 
beneficial for our end of the county as well 

as the rest of Putnam.
Rather than work with Nancy, Republi-

can colleagues have regularly responded 
to her hard work and concerns for constit-
uents by shouting her down, calling her 
names and physically intimidating her. 
Nancy doesn’t back down, which is very 
fortunate for her constituents. 

Legislator Montgomery will be present at 
these committee meetings, making her voice 
heard as she always has, and pulling back the 
curtain for more transparent government. 
District 1 representation in Putnam County 
government will be stronger than ever as we 
stand with Legislator Montgomery.

It is time for all of us to push back. Let 
the Legislature know that they can’t get 
away with this by attending its monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday (Feb. 6) in 
Carmel. You can also call or email Paul 
Jonke, the Legislature chair, at 845-808-
1020 or putcoleg@putnamcountyny.gov, or 
write or call County Executive Kevin Byrne, 
40 Gleneida Ave., Third Floor, Carmel, NY 
10512 or 845-808-1001.

Janice Hogan, Philipstown
Hogan chairs Philipstown Democrats.

It is so obvious they want to shut out or 
minimize representation of Philipstown. 
Putnam County government needs repre-

sentation from all corners of the county. 
To shut Nancy Montgomery out of these 
committees is a bad reflection on our 
county government and disrespectful to 
the Philipstown taxpayers and voters.

Roseanne Halpin, Cold Spring

The treatment of Nancy is despicable.
Kathleen Kittleman, via Facebook

Eight are so afraid of one. She must be smart.
Anita Peltonen, Cold Spring

What a sad state for Philipstown. After 
watching the Putnam County Legislature for 
years on cable, I have seen our representative 
alienate every other member, either by accu-
sation or by belittlement or just by being rude.

She can’t accept people disagreeing with 
her without seeing a conspiracy! Nancy 
needs to accept that other people may see 
things differently than she does, and that 
is OK. Maybe she is the problem. Could it 
be she isn’t selling her points?

People say it’s anti-democratic to keep 
her off the committees — that is just the 
latest accusation to be used to stop debate. 
It’s just silly. Maybe Nancy should build 
consensus for her ideas instead of accus-
ing the members of wrongdoing. What she 
sows is what she receives.

Vincent Cestone, Philipstown

To clarify a few things:
(1) No Putnam County meetings are on 

cable TV. Nancy has been proposing to make 
livestream meetings available to the public 
for years. In fact, she actually put together a 
budget to livestream the meetings and offi-
cially proposed it, only to be denied by the 
Republican majority. She supports an open 
and transparent government.

(2) As the only Democrat on the Legislature, 
Nancy is no stranger to differences of opinions 
and the lack of deliberation, and she remains 
open to discussion despite it being met with 
great hostility. She is very collaborative.

(3) If you look at her voting record, she 
has voted with her Republican colleagues 
more than 90 percent of the time.

(4) It was Nancy, a Democrat, who fiercely 
defended the Sheriff’s Department when 
the Republicans were cutting its budget.

L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

Tell us what you think

T he Current welcomes letters to the editor on its coverage and local issues. Submissions are selected by the editor (including from 
comments posted to our social media pages) to provide a variety of opinions and voices, and all are subject to editing for accuracy, 

clarity and length, and to remove personal attacks. Letters may be emailed to editor@ highlandscurrent.org or mailed to The Highlands 
Current, 142 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516. The writer’s full name, village or city, and email or phone number must be included, but 
only the name and village or city will be published. For our complete editorial policies, see highlandscurrent.org/editorial-standards.

(Continued on Page 5)

Correction
In a story in the Jan. 29 issue, Split 
Rock Books should have been listed 
as a co-sponsor, along with the 
Desmond-Fish Public Library, of a 
reading of Dear Sister at the Garrison 
Institute scheduled for Feb. 3.
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L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

In short, some people may not appreciate 
Nancy’s assertive style, but despite being 
outnumbered and dismissed with hostility, 
we remain grateful that she continues to 
fight for an open and transparent govern-
ment. Everyone who knows Nancy knows 
that she would be open to talking. Why not 
give her a call?

James Wiesler, Philipstown

It sounds like taxation without represen-
tation for the citizens of Philipstown. It’s 
bad enough we don’t get any of our sales 
tax back [through sharing with towns and 
villages], like many counties do, but now 
they have taken away our voice, as well.

Mary Boyle, via Instagram

Cold Spring mysteries
As a resident of B Street for some time 

now, I also have wondered about why there 
is no A or C street (“Reporter’s Notebook: 
Cold Spring Mysteries,” Jan. 26). One day, 
sitting in a doctor’s office, I started chat-
ting with an old-timer and told him where I 
lived. “B Street!” he exclaimed. “Ever wonder 
how that street got its name?” I had. “Well…” 
he said, “nearly 100 years ago a man had a 
driveway to his house up from Main Street, 
and he decided to plow it through to Moun-
tain Avenue. Then he named the new road 
B Street because his last name began with 
a B. Town wasn’t so happy with this.” I have 
no idea if this story is true.

David Rothenberg, Cold Spring

I hope to read more mysteries in future 
columns!

Vanessa Maldonado, via Facebook

Beacon parking
The noted city planner and lecturer on 

the theory of walkability, Jeff Speck, has 
said that the effort to make the city of Port-
land, Oregon, walkable cost $60 million, 
took 30 years, peaked in 1996 and achieved 
the goal of reducing driving in Portland 
by 20 percent. If Beacon government is 
concerned about providing for a sustain-
able city, it would provide for measures/
components that reduce heat-island effect, 
more green spaces on Main Street and more 
sustainable parking surfaces/coverings, 
etc., in the code (“Beacon Debates Parking 
Standards,” Jan. 26).

Kim Ward, Beacon

Future news
Re: “Patterson: Man Accused of Paint-

ing Squirrels” (Jan. 19): Be sure to keep this 
story in a safe place. In 100 years, it will be 
perfect for the Looking Back column.

Ray O’Rourke, Garrison

London calling
I’ve lived in Beacon since 2019, right 

on Main Street. I moved here as a single 
person from the city and I’m leaving this 
summer as a married man.

I met my husband, Jonny, on an app. He’s 
British and lives in London, and 10 days 
after meeting he flew to Beacon. Nearly 
three years later, we’re married and leav-

ing, for now, our beloved town to move to 
London. But we plan to return in a few 
years, with Frenchie and Sphynx in tow.

When I came to Beacon, I was in a pretty 
dark place. What got me out of my apart-
ment each day was the community at the 
Bank Square Coffeehouse, and each week 
I looked forward to the new issue of The 
Current, which is where I met the Mayor 
(the chicken) for the first time, tried the 
recipes and read the news of this place 
where I had just landed.

Fast forward five years and I’m doing the 
same thing. Now when I read the news, I see 
familiar friends and faces — even through 
the annoyance of that one guy who brings 
his barking dog to coffee each morning and 
drags the metal chairs around. I have my 
ritual of an oat latte and The Current as 
an anchor; it’s been a godsend. In fact, I’m 
writing from Bank Square right now, with 
the paper open to the crossword; I always 
say I won’t Google for the answers.

This city saved my life — much like a 
beacon of light guiding me to community, 
open air, a pace right for me and the moun-
tain outside my window. This is the first 
place that ever felt like home for me as an 
adult, for the little kid inside.

Daniel Rowan-Lyons, Beacon

Fjord Trail
The article “Cold Spring Battered Again,” 

which was included in the online edition 
of the Jan. 12 Current, did not appear in 
the Jan. 12 print edition. The print edition 
of The Current is distributed all over Cold 
Spring and is relied upon for news and 
comment by your readers. Failing to print 
this article, which includes the following 
call to action by Mayor Kathleen Foley, is 
an egregious omission:

“We are actively living with climate 
collapse,” Foley said. “We have to talk 
about it openly, particularly as New York 
State is considering connecting our frag-
ile waterfront to the [Hudson Highlands] 
Fjord Trail.” She called for “honest and seri-
ous conversations about our infrastructure 
needs at the waterfront and whether trail 
development makes sense in that part of 
the village.”

The function of a local paper is to cover 
the news and inspire discussion among its 
readers. This article was particularly signif-
icant in the ongoing discussions pertaining 
to the Fjord Trail, was (and is) newswor-
thy and needed (needs) to reach all of The 
Current ’s readers — online and print.

David May, Cold Spring

One commentator in the Jan. 12 issue 
dismisses opponents of the project as an 
“incredibly vocal minority screaming about 
the Fjord Trail.” Another states that opposi-
tion to the trail is based on “negativity, gross 
exaggerations and misrepresentations.”

These claims are simply untrue. Witness, 
for example, the statements made by the 
mayor and trustees of the Village of Nelson-
ville on Dec. 18 when they reported their 
concerns about the Fjord Trail at the 
board’s monthly meeting.

Trustee Tom Campanile told a roomful of 
residents that Nelsonville faces “three big 

issues” posed by the Fjord Trail: (1) The trails 
in Nelsonville will be “overwhelmed,” (2) the 
parking lot in Nelsonville — the “back door 
to the Fjord Trail” — will be “overwhelmed” 
and (3) the “quality of life” in Nelsonville will 
be impacted by, among other things, the loss 
of free parking at the Metro-North lot on 
weekends. “That’s the Fjord Trail parking lot 
when this thing starts, and they don’t want 
to acknowledge that,” he said.

Mayor Chris Winward stated that “the 
trail is going to attract new visitors,” thus 
will “help to create visitation problems,” 
adding to a crowding problem that already 
concerns many.

Campanile said he quit the Fjord Trail’s 
Visitation Data Committee — purportedly 
created in response to community opposi-
tion to the trail expressed at a “town hall” 
meeting at Haldane in May 2023 — after 
one meeting because of his frustration at 
how Fjord Trail organizers are managing 
the committee.

The mayor expressed similar frustration 
with the Fjord Trail committee’s lack of trans-
parency but said she remains on it, in the 
best interest of her constituents so she can 
keep a check on the organizers. “There’s an 
arrogance to how they’re approaching this; 
they just want to barrel through,” Campanile 
said, adding that Philipstown isn’t helping. 
At the May 2023 town hall, dozens spoke out 
against the trail, emphasizing deep concerns 
with overcrowding and the risks to vulnerable 
wildlife. Virtually not a soul spoke in favor.

“The town let that become an infomer-
cial,” Campanile said, because it allowed the 
trail organizers to “filibuster for an hour and 
a half [and] rolled out a former supervisor as 
if he was still running the show. And then 
when it was time to hear from you guys, you 
were put on clocks and shouted down before 
you got a chance to make your point. I was 
embarrassed being part of that.”

These comments by our elected repre-
sentatives in Nelsonville show that it is not 
just a minority of concerned citizens that 
opposes the Fjord Trail. Our elected offi-
cials, with more inside knowledge of the 
project than the rest of us, are in agreement 
that the Fjord Trail organizers are indiffer-
ent to residents’ best interests and willing 
to push through any public dissent, but the 
power is disproportionately in their hands.

Joe Hirsch, Nelsonville

The process is not an easy one, it is 
extraordinarily complex and requires a lot 
of listening and patience. As you may know, 
it has been over a decade.

As the community and visitor relations 
manager for the Fjord Trail, I am reading 
everything you share online at The Current 
and social media and we at HHFT take note. 
We are aware of the wide spectrum of views. 
If you would like more info on your particu-
lar concern or have other ideas, please reach 
out to me at rramirez@hhft.org. or attend 
one of our Sunday chats.

Keep in mind that things take a very long 
time to shape with many in mind. What 
works for the business owner might not 
work for the local resident so it all requires 
balance, continued conversation and more. 
Please save the dates on your calendar for 

our public sessions on March 11 and April 3, 
where the alternative-route analysis will be 
reviewed and feedback on the entry points 
from Cold Spring will be heard.

Rebeca Ramirez, Cold Spring

Haldane plan
This is bad news for seniors and work-

ers recovering from the government shut-
downs (“Haldane Moves Forward with 
$28.4 Million Plan,” Jan. 26). There are 
many people just hanging on by their 
fingernails now due to runaway prices. 

It would be nice if the Haldane school 
board recognized that fact. It would also be 
good if school votes were held on days when 
everybody else is voting in local elections, 
not on days when the school is packed with 
people for a school program who are then 
encouraged to go down the hall and vote 
the school’s wishes. Doing that would save 
some money running the election. 

Does anyone have facts on how much the 
school’s student population has increased? 
Last I heard it’s been running pretty 
constant for 10 to 20 years.

Tony Bardes, Cold Spring

I have three young children in the Haldane 
district and want nothing more than to see 
investments in the quality of their education. 
Where is the data showing how this proposal 
will lead to improved outcomes? Will our chil-
dren read better, be better critical thinkers or 
have better career opportunities as a result of 
these improvements? The main talking point 
has been that other comparably performing 
districts have more space and amenities, 
suggesting this project may be more about 
keeping up with the Joneses than strategic 
educational improvements.

Kathleen Taylor, Nelsonville

School cuts
So this is our governor “opening negotia-

tions” on education spending (“Governor’s 
Budget Would Ding Beacon, Garrison,” 
Jan. 26)? Maybe she could open negotia-
tions on the billions of dollars in New York 
taxpayers’ money being handed out to ille-
gal immigrants. Maybe she could trim that 
a bit and put it back into the funds used to 
educate the children who are citizens.

Mark Roland, Beacon

(Continued from Page 4)

NOTICE

The Philipstown Planning Board 
will hold their regular monthly 
meeting on Thursday, February 
15th, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Philipstown Town Hall, 238 
Main St., Cold Spring, NY.

If you are unable to join in 
person but would like to 
watch, the meeting will be 
livestreaming on youtube.com, 
search for Philipstown Planning 
Board February 2024.
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Beacon Tax Bills  
Sent in Error
Dutchess prints duplicates  
for homeowners

Some Beacon residents received tax bills 
this week that were sent in error.

For homeowners with mortgage escrow 
accounts, the invoices, which are printed 
by Dutchess County, are typically sent only 
to the mortgage company to pay. This year 
the county sent the city duplicate copies 
addressed to property owners.

Because the duplicates were in sealed 
envelopes, they were only discovered when 
the city began to get inquiries. City Admin-
istrator Chris White said Wednesday (Jan. 
31) that property owners should be assured 
that their mortgage companies received the 
bills and will process them as usual.

Desmond-Fish Finalizes 
Report on Renaming
Will publicize findings before special 
meeting in March 

The Desmond-Fish library in Garrison 
will make public this month a work-

ing group’s findings from an investigation 
into alleged Nazi sympathies of one of its 
co-founders and whether his name should 
be removed. 

Anita Prentice, who chairs the board, 

said at its meeting on Jan. 27 that a report 
from the Name Review Working Group’s 
probe into statements by former U.S. Rep. 
Hamilton Fish III will be posted on the 
library website on Feb. 16, The board sched-
uled a special meeting at 10 a.m. on March 
9 to discuss the findings. 

The working group began meeting in 
August in response to a report by Rachel 
Maddow, in her MSNBC podcast Ultra in 
October 2022, on pro-Nazi statements made 
by Fish and the use of his office’s mailing 
privileges to distribute propaganda for the 
regime in the 1930s. The debate over the 
library’s name is mentioned in Maddow’s 
recent book, Prelude: An American Fight 
Against Facism.

The Desmond-Fish board also approved, 
at the January meeting, a policy for naming 
or renaming the library’s buildings, collec-
tions and landscape, and procedures for 
responding to concerns about the people 
who are honored.

Magazzino Names  
New Director
Succeeds Vittorio Calabrese at museum

Magazzino Italian Art, the Philipstown 
museum, has named Filippo Fossati 

as its new director. He succeeds Vittorio 
Calabrese, the founding director, who left 
last month after nine years in the position.

Fossati, who was born in Turin and lives 

in New York City, is a curator and consul-
tant who, most recently, worked with 
the New York School of the Arts and the 
National Academy & Museum.

For 10 years, Fossati co-directed the 
Esso Gallery in New York City, where he 
organized exhibits about the relationship 
between Italian and American art, partic-
ularly the artists of the second half of the 
20th century and the Arte Povera move-
ment. He began his career in 1981 as an 
assistant at the Galleria dell’Oca in Rome.

Central Hudson to  
Move Poles for Fjord Trail
Utility will relocate from west to  
east on Route 9D

Central Hudson will soon begin moving 
utility poles from the west side of Route 

9D to the east side in preparation for work 
on the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail. 

The poles will be relocated from one side 
of the state highway just north of the Break-
neck tunnel in the Town of Fishkill, HHFT 
said in a news release, to remove them from 
the view from across the river.

The work, which will be completed by 
June, also will include the removal of trees, 
about 80 percent of which are invasive 
species, in poor condition or dead, HHFT 
said. They will be eventually replaced with 
2,080 shrubs, 430 trees and thousands of 
native plants, it said. 

Route 9D will remain open during the 
Central Hudson work but there could be 
minor traffic delays and short-term closures 
at the trailheads and parking areas. 
Construction of the Breakneck connector 
and bridge is scheduled to begin in Novem-
ber. The state Department of Transporta-
tion also plans to make improvements to 
the tunnel over the summer, HHFT said.

Putnam Sheriff to Receive 
$1.37 Million
Federal payment for help in drug 
busts

The U.S. Justice Department will pay the 
Putnam County Sheriff’s Department 

and six other police agencies in the Hudson 
Valley for their assistance in investigating 
the illegal drug trade, Sen. Chuck Schumer 
announced on Jan. 24.

Putnam will receive $1.37 million, accord-
ing to his office. The six other agencies are 
set to get $1.37 million to $1.83 million each.

Schumer said he pushed the Justice 
Department to finalize what he said were 
long overdue payments for assisting federal 
efforts to curb drug trafficking.

Garrison Fire Co.  
Names New Chief
Jim Erickson steps down after 10 years

The Garrison Volunteer Fire Co. has 
announced the appointment of Fred 

Reich as its new chief. He succeeds Jim 
Erickson, who served as chief for 10 years.

Reich has been with the department for 

12 years in various positions, including as 
a commissioner for the fire district. The 
other firematic officers are Rodney Tudor 
and Sandy Bohl (assistant chiefs), Brian 
Grafer (captain) and Robbie Klipple and 
Pat Strang (lieutenants).

Reich previously served with the New 
York City police and fire departments, the 
New York City Office of Emergency Manage-
ment and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in fire and emer-
gency services from John Jay College.

Home Burns in Beacon
Firefighters respond to West Church blaze

The City of Beacon Fire Department 
responded on Jan. 26 at 5:14 a.m. to a 

fire at a two-family home at 28 W. Church St.
The fire department said in a news 

release that although the building was 
under renovation, one apartment was occu-
pied, but no one was home.

Three Beacon firefighters sustained minor 
injuries, the department said. The cause is 
under investigation by the City of Beacon 
Police Department and the Dutchess County 
Fire Investigation Division. The Village of 
Fishkill Fire Department and Castle Point 
Fire Department also responded.

 

Free Radon Test Kits 
Available
Putnam, Dutchess among ‘high’ zone 
for harmful gas

The state Department of Health is offer-
ing free kits to test homes for radon, a 

colorless, odorless gas that is the leading 
cause of lung cancer among people who 
don’t smoke.

Radon is a common environmental risk 
throughout Putnam and Dutchess coun-
ties; it occurs naturally from the radioac-
tive decay of uranium or thorium in the soil, 
and is present in rocks, soil and water. Both 
counties are designated as “red zones” by 
the federal Environmental Protection 
Agency because they are considered at 
highest risk for elevated indoor radon. 

If results show levels of 4 picocuries per liter 
of air (pCi/L) or higher, a radon reduction firm 
may be able to reduce the level to 2 pCi/L.

The kits provided by the state come with 
laboratory analysis and postage included 
(see health.ny.gov/environmental/radon) 
or they can be purchased at home improve-
ment stores for less than $15.

Radon Results
Since 1987, the state Department  
of Health has collected the results  
of 182,000 radon tests from across  
the state. Here are local results  
recorded through May 3. 
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He credits a bride-to-be who was a ther-
apist with leading him to the Gottman 
Institute, where founders John and Julie 
Gottman teach a “research-based approach 
to relationships.” The bride “told me that if 
there were more people doing what I was 
doing, then there would be fewer people 
showing up in her office,” he recalled. 

Armed with that training, the counsel-
ing work that started as a side gig grew 
exponentially. Once Spodek steps aside this 
summer, he is expected to lead Friday night 
Kabbalat Shabbat services once a month and 
officiate at some “lifecycle” events, such as 
weddings and bar and bat mitzvahs, but his 
primary focus will shift to the work he calls 
“preventative medicine.”

“I’m not the guy who will come and cut your 
shirt off and put the paddles on your chest,” 
he said. “I’m the guy you meet a few years 
earlier who suggests you start running and 
cut salt out of your diet. I’m able to go deep 
into peoples’ spiritual and psychological lives. 

It’s work that has transformed my life, and I’m 
excited to do it with other people.”

Beacon Hebrew Alliance, which was 
founded in 1921, plans to create a commit-
tee to search for a new rabbi, said Jesse 
Lunin-Pack, its president. “We have had 
many more people express interest than 
could possibly participate” in a search 
committee, he said. “People are excited to 
have an influence on the process.”

Lunin-Pack said he’s happy to see that 
enthusiasm, because “we want to make 

sure that the full spectrum of BHA’s diver-
sity is represented in our search.”

For the next several months, Spodek 
will lead Sunday Shacharit services twice 
monthly. Zachary Bernstein, an intern from 
the Jewish Theological Seminary who filled 
in when Spodek was on sabbatical last year, 
and Luke Wygodny, the synagogue’s musi-
cal director, will each lead services once 
a month, and other lay leaders may fill in 
occasionally. 

Lunin-Pack said there’s a “rabbi-hiring 

season” after seminary graduations in May 
and June, but he’s reluctant to put a time-
line on the search. “It’s very, very important 
to me that we hire the right person, not the 
first person,” he said. 

For Spodek, who says that he and his 
family will remain active members of the 
congregation, the change is bittersweet. 

“There’s a familiarity and a comfort about 
being in a place for a long time, and I wasn’t 
in any hurry to give that up,” he said. “But I 
have other things I want to contribute to the 
world. I’m excited to do that, but there’s also 
a sense of loss, a sense of grief.”

The “other thing” that he wants to contrib-
ute is helping people learn how to deal with 
adversity and to forgive. Spodek noted that 
people often seek counseling when they’re 
in crisis, but not so much when all is well. 

But by recognizing that all relationships 
are bound to experience friction, he hopes 
to create healthier partnerships by teaching 
couples how to address tension. Feedback 
over the years for the counseling work has 
been “overwhelmingly positive,” he said. 

Although clearly enthusiastic for what is 
to come, Spodek realizes that he is taking 
a leap into the unknown. One of his goals 
while on sabbatical (he and his family 
spent 4½ months in New Zealand) was to 
confront fear. 

“Human beings will take comfort over 
growth every time,” he said. As he moves 
into the next phase of his life and career, 
Spodek is “trying to figure out how to live 
focused on potential, not on fear.”

Rabbi (from Page 1)

Spodek said one of the things he will miss most about the job is spending time at the 
synagogue's preschool. Photo by Valerie Shively

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
BID PERIOD EXTENDED
A nonprofit organization in 
Putnam Valley, NY is seeking 
sealed bids for the installation 
of street and perimeter lighting 
throughout the physical campus. 
Selection criteria will be based on 
experience, competitive pricing, and 
adherence to preferred schedule. 
Specifications and bid requirements 
can be obtained by contacting  
rfp@edenvillagecamp.org. Bids  
will be accepted until March 1, 2024 
and installation must be completed 
by July 15, 2024 at the latest.
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Carjacking (from Page 1)

of his car” was a matter to be determined 
by a jury at trial. 

His ruling leaves in place the more-serious 
charge of carjacking resulting in death, which 
carries a maximum penalty of life imprison-
ment or death. (The conspiracy charge carries 
a maximum of five years in prison.)

Prosecutors revealed other evidence 
when they first charged the couple on June 
16, 2023, alleging that they began plotting 
Kraft’s murder at least two days before he 
disappeared. 

Security footage and a receipt from the 
Home Depot on Route 9 in Fishkill showed 
Jamie Orsini buying, with cash, items that 

included a 10-foot-by-100-foot tarp, duct 
tape and a Tyvek suit and boots, according 
to prosecutors.

Video from the parking lot captured 
Nicholas Orsini helping Jamie Orsini load 
the supplies into the couple’s GMC Envoy, 
according to court documents.

That same day, according to the 
complaint, the pair drove to Newburgh 
to allegedly determine how to dispose of 
Kraft’s car. Data from their phones and 
video footage tracked the couple trav-
eling from West Church Street over the 
Newburgh-Beacon Bridge to Newburgh.

Following Kraft’s disappearance, the Orsi-
nis traveled “extensively” between Beacon 
and Amsterdam, in Montgomery County, 

where Nicholas Orsini’s family owns farm-
land and the couple lived before being incar-
cerated, prosecutors said. Nicholas Orsini 
drove to Amsterdam the day after Kraft 
disappeared, according to court documents.

The couple’s movements also show Nicho-
las Orsini buying from the Home Depot in 
Fishkill two 31-gallon galvanized steel trash 
cans, an angle grinder and ax, three bottles 
of charcoal lighter fluid, a flame lighter and 
16 bundles of firewood, prosecutors said.

He is also accused of using Google to 
search the term “is galvanized steel fire-
proof,” and the couple allegedly rented 
space at a storage facility in Middletown, 
according to court documents.

Home of the Highlands Choral Society
HIGHLANDS  CHAPEL

216 MAIN STREET COLD SPRING, NY

HIGHLANDSCHAPEL.ORG

FEB 4 @ 11:00 AM
FOR WORSHIP
REFLECTION 
& SONG

THIS SUNDAY:

The Highlands Choral Society is a nonprofit 
organization offering nondenominational 

services and community.

Feb 11 James Hoch
Feb 18 Ron Sopyla
Feb 25 Jeff Golden

DURWARD  
ENTREKIN III

”
THE VOICE 
OF GABRIEL

“

 I’m able to go deep into 
peoples’ spiritual and 

psychological lives. It’s work 
that has transformed my life, 
and I’m excited to do it with 
other people. ~ Brent Spodek
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“Those are just the pollutants that we know 
about,” said Courtney Williams, a cancer 
researcher who is a member of the West-
chester Alliance for Sustainable Solutions. 
“They’re only required to test for a few.” 

Williams, who lives in Peekskill, can see 
the incinerator from her porch. “I could see 
the smoke stacks, but I didn’t really know 
what it was,” she said. “Then I found out 
that the smoke was pretty much all of West-
chester’s garbage.”

Finding out more about the smoke is a 
challenge. I’ve been covering environmental 
issues for The Current for nearly a decade and 
this series was by far the most difficult one 
to research because many people in charge 
of trash don’t want to talk about it. Requests 
for public plans were denied. Site visits took 
months to schedule, if they were allowed at 
all. Interview requests were ignored. 

It also was not always easy to find out 
what I assumed was basic information. 
While Dutchess keeps detailed records of 
where its trash comes from and where it 
goes, a representative of Putnam County told 
me it doesn’t have access to that kind of data.

The Peekskill and Poughkeepsie inciner-
ators, which have been operating for more 
than 30 years, get more expensive and less 
efficient over time. For every 100 pounds 
of trash burned, 30 pounds of toxic ash is 
produced and must be carted to the land-
fills that the incinerators are supposed to 
replace. The closest landfill still operating 
is 230 miles away and it’s almost full.

There is little political will or popular 
support for new landfills, although some envi-
ronmental groups are beginning to reconsider 
them. Further, the state’s ambitious climate 
goals, which include creating zero emissions 
by 2040 when producing electricity, would 
seem incompatible with incinerators. 

What’s the plan?
Each county in New York, like the state 

itself, is required by law to release an 
updated solid-waste management plan 
every 10 years. Both the state and Dutchess 
County released updated plans in 2023; 
Putnam’s updated plan is overdue by four 
years. (The county said it’s working on it.) 

Like its climate goals, the state’s plan is 
ambitious. It proclaims that by 2050, land-
filling and combustion will be reduced by 
85 percent, “waste” will be a concept from 
the past and an efficient, “circular economy” 
will be realized in which nearly everything 
produced is repaired, reused or recycled.

“The linear model of ‘take, make, toss’ is 
unsustainable,” said Dave Vitale, who directs 
the Division of Materials Management for 
the state Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). He points out that recy-
cling rates in the state and country have stag-
nated. “Instead of looking at something as a 
byproduct, or waste, we need to look at it as a 
valued resource. In a circular economy, we’re 
divesting from systems of disposal.” 

The state plan lays out 175 actions across 
every sector of the waste system. For example, 
the Legislature could pass laws that require 
the parts in products to be easier to repair 

or replace. Imagine if replacing an iPhone 
battery that no longer charges were as easy 
as exchanging the batteries in a TV remote. 

One issue with the county and state plans 
is that they are not always coordinated. The 
phrase circular economy does not appear 
in the 239-page Dutchess plan, and “repair” 
appears only three times — once to note that 
many environmental organizations host 
grassroots “repair cafes” and twice to note 
that the county might do one of its own. 

It also notes that there is only one large-scale 
composting facility in Dutchess (McEnroe 
Organic Farm in Millerton, a private company) 
but that the county hopes to complete a 
study before 2033 that would examine the 
type, size and location for another. 

Looking beyond the Poughkeepsie incin-
erator, the county sees another incinerator. 
“Waste-to-energy technology has served the 
county well,” its plan says. Unlike the state 
plan, it concludes that more materials will 
have to be burned and calls for a new burn 
site to handle the growing waste stream. It 
expects this effort will require “years of plan-
ning and investment of millions of dollars, as 
it did in the early 1980s when Dutchess County 
decided landfilling was not the best option.”

The Dutchess plan frequently refers to its 
incinerator as a facility that “processes waste 
in an environmentally sound manner.” But 
many researchers state that, even if facilities 
are operating within pollution standards 
set by the federal Environmental Protection 
Agency, nothing is without risk.

“Whenever you have combustion of 
anything near people, you’re going to have 
a health impact,” said Sintana Vergara, an 
engineering professor at Cal Poly Humboldt 
who studies waste management. The impacts 
get trickier and riskier when burning trash 
because the pollutants are constantly chang-
ing, depending on what is burned, and often 

include particulate matter, as well as dioxins 
produced by burning plastic.

There’s also the matter of where the incin-
erators are located. According to the most 
recent federal census, 60 percent of Pough-
keepsie’s residents are minorities. In Peek-
skill, it’s 66 percent. “In the U.S., we have a 
pretty long history of siting incinerators in 
low-income communities and in communi-
ties of color,” said Vergara. “And we also have 
a long history of resistance to those facilities.” 

When New York’s most recent waste plan 
was being drafted, a discussion took place 
about whether to demand that incinerators 
be phased out because they are incompatible 
with state climate goals. A DEC representative 
said the agency plans to examine each incin-

erator when its permits come up for renewal.
In Peekskill, the review is happening 

now; in Poughkeepsie, it’s next year. Kerry 
Russell, Dutchess County’s deputy commis-
sioner for solid-waste management, doesn’t 
foresee any problems. “We’ve had several 
meetings to discuss what this next phase 
of renewal will be, and we will work with 
them throughout all of next year, ensuring 
that we do get the renewal,” she said.

That doesn’t satisfy Yvette Valdés Smith, a 
Democrat whose district in the county Legis-
lature includes Ward 4 in Beacon. “I hate to 
say it, but I keep seeing these examples of poor 
planning,” she said. “And to me, poor plan-
ning and no planning are the same thing.” 

Valdés Smith said her first impression of 
the latest Dutchess waste plan is that “it 
seemed like a copy-and-paste job” from the 
previous version. “Not a lot has changed,” 
she said. “But from an environmental stand-
point, a lot has changed.” On Sept. 11, Valdés 
Smith and the five other Democrats in the 
Legislature voted against the plan (one 
Democrat was absent), but the 17 Republi-
cans in the majority united to pass it. 

Valdés Smith said she tried to get $30,000 
inserted into the budget to hire a consultant 
to figure out how the county could burn less 
trash, but that also was voted down along 
party lines. Westchester County took a 
different approach, allocating $90,000 in 
its 2024 budget for a zero-waste consultant. 

Less to burn
Lou Vetrone, a deputy commissioner at 

Westchester’s Department of Environmen-
tal Facilities, said the county has been able 
to reduce the amount of waste being sent 
to the Peekskill incinerator by 28 percent 
since 2005, although he doesn’t think that’s 
close to enough.

Talking trash 
(from Page 1)

Williams took this photo from her porch on Christmas morning.The Peekskill incinerator  Photo by B. Cronin

(Continued on Page 9)

Courtney Williams 
Photo by Mike Matteo/Peekskill Herald
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The Real Estate  
Market is Booming!

Contact these top local agents to see  
the latest listings, or to sell your home

CONTACT: 

Michele Gedney
845-809-5584  |  ads@highlandscurrent.org  
highlandscurrent.org/ads

Abbie Carey
ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER  |  HOULIHAN LAWRENCE

845-661-5438  |  acarey@houlihanlawrence.com
www.abbiecarey.houlihanlawrence.com

Claudia Dizenzo
ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER  |  HUDSON RIVER LINE REALTY

646-354-9842  |  claudia@hudsonriverlinerealty.com
hudsonriverlinerealty.com

Ana Silverlinck
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON  |  HUDSON RIVER LINE REALTY

917-279-1831  |  ana@hudsonriverlinerealty.com
hudsonriverlinerealty.com

Charlotte Brooks
OWNER & PRINCIPAL  |  BROKER HOUSE FINCH REALTY 

917-951-2241  |  Charlotte@HouseFinchRealty.com
housefinchrealty.com

Advertise your real estate business here.

Ann McBride-Alayon
PRINCIPAL BROKER, OWNER  |  HUDSON RIVER LINE REALTY 

718-637-3143  |  ann@hudsonriverlinerealty.com
hudsonriverlinerealty.com

He is hoping the consultant can help. 
“We think we have a good handle on where 
things need to go, but it’s always helpful to 
have another set of eyes,” he said. “There 
may be other things going on in different 
parts of the country or even different parts 
of the world that we could incorporate here.”

The $90,000 appropriation was a victory 
for the Westchester Alliance for Sustainable 
Solutions, which would like to see the incin-
erator shut down. But Courtney Williams 
noted that, realistically, that will only happen 
if there is not enough trash to burn. “Stop 
making all this garbage in the first place and 
then we won’t need to worry about diverting 
it from the waste stream,” she said.

Because incineration is one of the most 
expensive ways of dealing with waste, even 
with the energy it produces, Williams said 
the cost of a consultant should pay for itself 
in savings. “If we get more composting 
facilities, more material recovery facilities 
in place, those things will always be there,” 
she said. “We spend money to set these 
things up, but we’ll save all that money 
we’re not spending to burn trash.” 

The consultant also ties into Williams’ 
belief that activists can only do so much 
when dealing with the interaction of science 
and government. “It is not your personal 
responsibility to solve every single aspect 
of an unjust waste-management system,” 
she said at a recent forum at Vassar College. 
“You didn’t create this problem. The solid 
waste-management process system in this 

county didn’t get built by volunteers and 
community groups, it got built by the mach-
inations of the county government.” 

What can be done
The Peekskill incinerator burns 2,500 

tons of trash each day. Is it possible to 
reduce that to zero? 

Both the state’s waste and climate plans 
say that the infrastructure is already in 
place. Waste processing and using fossil 
fuels to produce electricity each generate 
about 13 percent of the state’s greenhouse 
gases, but researchers estimate that the 
power grid in New York has the capacity to 
provide as much as 90 percent of electricity 
through renewable energy technology that 
already exists. 

Likewise, the reason why the state waste 
plan sets 85 percent as a target for reducing 
the amount of trash sent to landfills and 
incinerators is because there are already 
ways that we could redirect that 85 percent. 
Construction materials can be repurposed, 
bottles can be recycled, food can be compos-
ted, electronics can be reused, clothes can 
be thrifted, that lamp in the garage which 
hasn’t worked in years can be repaired. 

“When you look at it from the perspective 
that we already have systems in place to divert 
80 percent of the things that are thrown away, 
that makes it a much more manageable prob-
lem,” said Williams. “We have a lot of what we 
need, we just need to scale it up.”

Next week: Compost happens

The Poughkeepsie incinerator Photo by B. Cronin

(Continued from Page 8)

NOTICE

The Philipstown Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold their 
regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, February 12th, 2024 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Philipstown 
Town Hall, 238 Main St.,  
Cold Spring, NY.

If you are unable to join in 
person but would like to 
watch, the meeting will be 
livestreaming on youtube.com, 
search for Philipstown Zoning 
Board February 2024.

NOTICE

The Philipstown Conservation 
Board will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
February 13th, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Philipstown Town Hall, 
238 Main St., Cold Spring, NY.

If you are unable to join in person 
but would like to watch, the 
meeting will be livestreaming 
on youtube.com, search for 
Philipstown Conservation Board 
February 2024.
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A R O U N D  T O W N

Saturday, February 10th
2PM

Miles Fusco, pianist for the American Ballet Theatre
and the New York City Ballet, will play romantic 

Valentine’s Day music on St. Mary’s Steinway grand piano.

Music         St Mary’s

Romantic
            Piano

Free. Donations are welcome

St Mary’s Church in the Highlands
Rt 9D at Main St
Cold Spring, NY 10516

 SYRACUSE BOUND — Lily Zuckerman, a 
Garrison resident and senior at The Masters 
School who, for the past two years, has been 
a student correspondent for The Current, this 
fall will attend the S.I. Newhouse School of 
Public Communications at Syracuse University. 
Applications for the 2024-25 Student Journalists 
Program open in August.  Photo provided

 TRIVIA ROYALTY —  
Unplanned 
Obsolescence won the 
annual trivia night hosted 
by the Haldane School 
Foundation on Jan. 27 at 
Industrial Arts Brewing 
Co. in Beacon, although it 
took a tiebreaker to push 
past the East Mountain 
Rhodes Scholars. Shown, 
from left, are Scott 
Bailey, Brian Grahn, Lyle 
Booth, Bettina Utz, Aaron 
Freimark, Maureen 
Lecaro, Trevor Knight 
and Claudia Dizenzo.
 Photo by Luz Bailey

 LIGHT TECHS—  
A group of Beacon 
residents met at the 
Howland Public Library 
on Jan. 28 to make 
lanterns for the Spring 
Celebration of Light 
Festival for the Year 
of the Dragon that will 
take place on Feb. 
24 at Polhill Park. A 
second lantern-making 
workshop is scheduled 
at the library from 1 to 
3 p.m. on Sunday (Feb. 
4). For more photos, see 
highlandscurrent.org. 

Photos by Ross Corsair
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Beacon artist to resurrect 
former dealership
By Leonard Sparks

DiNapoli and Salicco Motor Sales once 
showcased Studebakers to poten-
tial buyers and Ninni Construc-

tion based its business inside the one-story 
building on the southeast corner of South 
Chestnut and Henry streets in Beacon.

But since the last occupant, an auto 
repair shop called Riccoboni’s, closed, 
the only displays at 5 Henry St. have been 
graffiti sprayed on its walls and the quote 
from poet Audre Lorde — “Revolution is 
not a one-time event” — plastered on the 
plywood covering the window openings 
along the South Chestnut side. 

Now, buoyed by a $2 million grant from 
the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA), Beacon 
artist Michael Braden is preparing to break 
ground on the building’s next chapter — 
as The Garage, a collection of studios for 
Braden and three other artists, a gallery for 
exhibits and a venue for public events.

Braden said on Tuesday (Jan. 30) that 
construction documents are being finalized 
as he prepares to apply for a building permit 
to renovate the 11,000-square-foot struc-
ture, which will have rooftop solar panels, 
all-electric mechanical systems and other 
features to achieve carbon-neutral status. 

Demolishing the structure and rebuild-
ing from scratch would have been cheaper, 
said Braden, who expects to break ground 
in May. “But there’s too much history 
there,” he said. “I just felt like we’ve got to 
keep this. This is important, somehow.” 

Raised by his grandfather, a mason and 
stone carver, Braden is an architect, painter 
and sculptor who said he burned out on 
designing buildings and became a full-time 
artist a decade ago. 

He and his wife, Carrie Gibson, an actor 
and writer, decided during the pandemic to 
leave Los Angeles for New York City to be 
closer to their two grown daughters. They 
envisioned buying a brownstone in Brook-
lyn and renting a studio, but crashed head-

first into the city’s high housing costs and 
lack of available properties. 

They settled for a property in Ulster Park, 
near Kingston, but felt too distant from 
New York City and the airports they used 
for travel. They took a look at Beacon and 
“everything about it felt right,” said Braden, 
who moved with his wife to the city in 2022. 

“It’s a community that exists on the 
sidewalk,” he said. “You can see someone, 
strike up a conversation and, pretty soon, 
20 minutes have gone by.”

When his search for a studio to accom-
modate his large-scale paintings and sculp-
tures proved fruitless, Braden decided that 
“if I can’t find something to rent, I’m going 
to do my own thing, and I found the build-
ing on Henry Street.” 

Fortunately for Braden, a developer’s 
proposal in 2021 to replace the structure 
with a three-story, 16-apartment building 
with retail space did not progress.

His design calls for his main painting 
studio, a workshop, a gallery called The 
Viewing Room and an office and library to 

occupy 7,900 square feet. The surplus will 
be used to construct three 1,000-square-
foot studios for other artists. 

The gallery will showcase his works and 
those by other artists, and Braden plans to 
open his studio to public events, such as poetry 
and script readings, and performance art. 

“I also want to, at least once a year, if not 
twice a year, sponsor something for young 
people — high school, community college 
kids who haven’t had a lot of chances,” he 
said. “They’d get a stipend to make some 
work and then show it.” 

Both artists and visitors will use electricity 
generated by the solar array and heating and 
cooling produced by a geothermal system. A 
biofiltration system will decontaminate rain-
water draining from the roof before it flows 
into Beacon’s stormwater system. 

NYSERDA, whose grant is funding the 
environment-friendly features, initially said 
that the Henry Street project was not the 
kind they considered a priority, said Braden. 

“Our message and our desire to be part of 
the community, and just the whole vision, 

kind of slowly had us rise up through all the 
other applications, and we were fortunate 
enough to be selected,” said Braden. 

“I feel a great responsibility, both to 
NYSERDA and to the community, to follow 
through and make this vision happen.”

Beacon artist Michael Braden will soon break ground on a project that will turn a former Studebaker dealership (left) into studios and a gallery (rendering at right).  Photo by L. Sparks

A rendering of the viewing room at The Garage

Michael Braden Photo provided

From Studebakers to Solar Panels
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 COMMUNITY

SAT 3
Wingfest 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
3:30 – 8:30 p.m. MJN Center
14 Civic Center Plaza 
midhudsonciviccenter.org

Vote for the King of Wings at this 
17th annual event, which includes 
live music and games. Cost: $65 
($35 after 5 p.m.)

SUN 4 
Year of the Dragon 
Lantern-Making 
BEACON
1 – 3 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org 

Prepare for the Year of the Dragon 
by making lanterns for the Celebration 
of Light Parade. Registration required.

MON 5
Blood Drive 
WEST POINT
11:30 a.m. – 7 p.m. Ike Hall
655 Pitcher Road | redcrossblood.org

Sign up to donate or walk in. 
Due to the urgent need, donors will 
receive a $20 Amazon gift card. 
Also TUES 6, WED 7, THURS 8. 

TUES 6
Winter Energy 
Assistance Fair 
PEEKSKILL
4 – 8 p.m. Sun River Health 
1037 Main St. | dps.ny.gov/winter

Experts will be available to 
discuss resources available for 
energy and housing needs, as well 
as winter preparedness. The snow 
date is THURS 8. 

WED 7
Putnam Career Expo
CARMEL
3 – 7 p.m. Bureau of Emergency Services
112 Old Route 6
putnamcountyny.com/personnel

Visit this first-time event to 
explore employment opportunities 
at Putnam County departments 
such as emergency services, health, 
motor vehicles, public works, 
social services and mental health, 
senior resources and the Sheriff’s 
Department. Representatives from 
the Personnel Department will be 
on hand to discuss the civil-service 
exams that some jobs require. 

THURS 8
Electric Heat Pumps 
PHILIPSTOWN
6 p.m. Via Zoom 
bit.ly/heatpumpswebinar

Learn about heat pumps and their 
advantages over oil and gas, as well 
as how to qualify for rebates, at this 
discussion hosted by the Philipstown 
Climate Smart Task Force. 

 KIDS & FAMILY

SAT 3
Play Sets
BEACON
10:30 a.m. Dia:Beacon | 3 Beekman St.
845-231-0811 | diaart.org

Families with children ages 5 
and older are invited to explore 
the galleries; in this session, Dia 
educators will focus on Robert 
Ryman’s work. Free

MON 5
Storytime for Babies
BEACON
9 a.m. Stanza Books
508 Main St. | stanzabooks.com

TUES 6 
Battle of the Books
COLD SPRING 
2:30 p.m. Butterfield Library
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org 

At this information session, high 
school students can learn about the 
book list and expectations for the 
upcoming event. Register even if you 
can’t attend but want to participate. 

 SECOND SATURDAY

SAT 10
Michael Raab:  
Summer of ’66
BEACON
1 – 3 p.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org

This show of photographs by 
Michael Raab of the St. Andrew’s 
youth summer camp is part of the 
library’s West End Story exhibits. 
Through March 3.

SAT 10
Dialogue in a Variable Key 
BEACON
2 – 4 p.m. Hudson Beach Glass 
162 Main St. | 845-440-0068 
hudsonbeachglass.com

Works by Eleni Smolen and 
Susanna Ronner will be on view in 
a curated experience that creates 
a conversation between their art. 
Through March 3.

SAT 10
Art of the Garden
BEACON
4 – 6 p.m. Bannerman Island Gallery 
150 Main St. | 845-831-6346
bannermancastle.org

The group exhibit will include 
pieces by more than 20 artists. 
Through April 7. 

SAT 10
5th Annual  
Glow-in-the-Dark Show
BEACON
5 – 9 p.m. Clutter Gallery | 139 Main St. 
212-255-2505 | clutter.co

The gallery will be lit in black to 
showcase neon works that pop in 
UV light. Through March 1. 

SAT 10
Animal Kingdom
BEACON
6 – 9 p.m. Super Secret Projects 
484 Main St. | supersecretprojects.com

This show by Enne Tesse features 
her fabric and textile works. 
Through March 2. 

SAT 10
Meg Bodoin |  
Loren Eiferman /  
Midori Furutate 
BEACON
6 – 8 p.m. BAU Gallery 
506 Main St. | baugallery.org

Bodoin’s wood-fired ceramics 
will fill Gallery 1, while in Gallery 2, 
Eiferman and Furutate will mount 
Alchemy / Paper and Sticks. An 
exhibit by Mary McFerran, Climate 
Line, will be in the Beacon Room. 
Through March 3. 

SAT 10
A Hidden Quiet
BEACON
7 – 9:30 p.m. Distortion Society 
155 Main St. | distortionsociety.com

Taj Campman’s abstract 
paintings in oil, acrylic and pencil 
will be on view through April 6. 

 TALKS & TOURS 

SAT 3
The Benefits of 
Mindfulness and 
Meditation on Cognition
COLD SPRING 
Noon. Butterfield Library
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org

Lourdes Laifer will explain how 
to reduce stress and think more 
clearly. Registration required. 

SAT 3
Blind Date Recursive 03
BEACON
2 p.m. Dia:Beacon
3 Beekman St. | diaart.org

In the third of five discussions 
centered on Rita McBride’s sculpture 
Arena (1997), a facilitator will 
pose a question and act as an 
instigator, listener and moderator as 
participants create a question for the 
next session. Free with admission. 
Cost: $20 ($18 seniors, $12 students, 
$5 children, free for Beacon residents)

SAT 3
Dear Sister
GARRISON
2 p.m. Garrison Institute
14 Mary’s Way | bit.ly/horton-book-2024

Michelle Horton will read from 
and discuss her book, Dear Sister: 
A Memoir of Secrets, Survival and 
Unbreakable Bonds, about fighting 
to free her sister, Nikki Addimando, 
from prison and raising her children 
after the Poughkeepsie woman was 
jailed in 2017 for killing her partner, 
whom she said had physically and 
sexually abused her. Register online.

SAT 3
Secret Sounds of Ponds
BEACON
8 p.m. Stanza Books
508 Main St.

David Rothenberg will discuss his 
latest book, which is filled with links 
and QR codes that take readers to 
the musician’s pond recordings.

SUN 4
Mary McFerran
BEACON
4 p.m. BAU Gallery 
506 Main St. | baugallery.org

McFerran will discuss her 
exhibit, Cords and Knots, which 
closes today.

THURS 8
Introduction to Medicare
COLD SPRING
11 a.m. Butterfield Library
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org

New to Medicare? Turning 65 in 
the next year or two? Already on 
Medicare? Learn more about how 
to enroll (the deadline is March 31), 
when you can make changes and the 
insurance options available from John 

Bousquet of the Medicare Resource 
Group. Attend in person or via Zoom.

THURS 8
Slow Horses Happy Hour 
COLD SPRING 
6 p.m. Split Rock Books | 97 Main St. 
845-265-2080 | splitrockbks.com

Meet other fans of Mick Herron’s 
spy novels and the TV show based on 
them while enjoying a glass of wine. 

THURS 8
Creative Happy Hour
GARRISON
6 p.m. Garrison Art Center 
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3960
garrisonartcenter.org

Make a heart tie-dyed tote bag as a 
relaxing project. Also FRI 9. Cost: $65 

SAT 10
Storytelling Class
BEACON
10:30 a.m. Beahive 
6 Eliza St. | bit.ly/oneill-storytelling

Bridget O’Neill, a podcast host 
and Moth storyteller, will lead 
a series of four workshops on 
developing your story and delivery. 
See Page 2. Cost: $190 

SAT 10
Magnificent Menopause 
COLD SPRING 
11:30 a.m. Ascend Center
75 Main St. | ascendcenter.com

Dani Locastro and Katya 
Varlamova will lead this workshop, 
which includes yoga and herbal 
tonics with a focus on menopause. 
Cost: $55

 NATURE & OUTDOORS

SAT 3
Hudson River EagleFest 
CROTON
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Croton Point Park
1 Croton Point Ave. 
teatown.org/events/eaglefest

Guides will help you spot eagles and 
lead bird walks at this 20th annual 
Teatown festival. There will also be 
other birds of prey and educational 
programs. The snow date is SUN 4. 
Veterans who register are admitted 
free. Cost: $40 ($23 children)

SAT 3
Maple Sugar Tours 
CORNWALL
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Outdoor Discovery Center 
120 Muser Drive | 845-534-5506
hhnaturecenter.org

Choose from a short walk at noon 
or 3 p.m. or a longer hike at 11 a.m., 
1 p.m. or 2 p.m. to see the process of 
tapping trees and cooking sap to make 
syrup. The tours continue weekends 
through March 3. Cost: $15 ($12 
members, ages 4 and younger free) 

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)

For a complete listing of events, see highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Art of the Garden, Feb. 10
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SUN 4
Eagle Watch
GARRISON
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Boscobel
1601 Route 9D | 845-265-3638
boscobel.org 

Bring binoculars or scopes and 
birding experts will help you spot 
eagles along the river. Cost: $14 ($12 
seniors, $7 ages 5 to 18, members free) 

 STAGE & SCREEN

SAT 3
The Watched Pot 
GARRISON
4 p.m. Depot Theatre 
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
philipstowndepottheatre.org

This play by Keith Hershberger is 
about two unconventional women 
who look back on their lives as one 
lays dying. Also FRI 9. Cost: $25

SAT 3
The Artichoke
BEACON
8 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

This month’s storytellers are 
Tina McKenna, Ivy Eisenberg, 
Michaela Murphy, Gastor Almonte, 
Sean O’Brien and Jamie Brickhouse 
(below). Cost: $20 

THURS 8
The Vagina Monologues 
BEACON
7:30 p.m. Reserva Wine Bar 
173 Main St. | reservabeacon.com

The performance of Eve Ensler’s 
groundbreaking work is presented 
by Hithouse Creative and will 
benefit the 2024 Beacon Litfest. 
Cost: $20 ($25 door) 

FRI 9
The Kid
BEACON
5:30 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | howlandmusic.org

Watch the 1921 Charlie Chaplin 
silent film with a live musical 
soundtrack as part of the Classics 
for Kids series organized by the 
Howland Chamber Music Circle. 
Cost: $15 (children free)

FRI 9
You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown 
BEACON
7 p.m. Beacon High School
101 Matteawan Road 
beaconplayers.com

The Beacon Players Younger 
Company will stage the musical 
based on the Charles Schulz comic 
strip Peanuts. Also SAT 10. Cost: $10 

FRI 9
Theresa Caputo
POUGHKEEPSIE 
7:30 p.m. MJN Center
14 Civic Center Plaza 
midhudsonciviccenter.org

Caputo, best known from her 
reality show, Long Island Medium, 
will perform. Cost: $65 to $127 

SAT 10
Florencia en El Amazonas
POUGHKEEPSIE 
1 p.m. Bardavon | 35 Market St. 
845-473-2072 | bardavon.org

See the Met premiere in a high-
definition livestream of the Daniel 

Catán opera inspired by the magical 
realism of Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 
Soprano Ailyn Pérez will sing the lead. 
Cost: $30 ($28 members, $23 children) 

SAT 10
Cirque Zuma Zuma 
PEEKSKILL
5 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The African performers will lead 
a cultural journey of awe-inspiring 
talent. Cost: $25 to $40 

 MUSIC 

SAT 3
American Pink Floyd: 
The Wall
BEACON
8 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The tribute band’s show 
will include lasers, projections 
and costumes to recreate the 
experience. Cost: $30 ($35 door) 

SUN 4
The Cat and the Canary
COLD SPRING 
3 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

Local musicians, including Tom 
McCoy, Lisa Sabin and Rachel Evans 
and her students, will perform 
baroque gems from Geminiani, 
Telemann, Rossini and others to 
support children’s programming at 
the Chapel. Donations welcome.

SUN 4 
Faded Rose
BEACON
5:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The alternative band will play 
songs from its upcoming album. 
Natalie Austin will open. Cost: $20 
($25 door)

FRI 9
Beacon Rising Choir
BEACON
7 p.m. First Presbyterian 
50 Liberty St. | compassarts.org 

The choir, which has nearly 70 
members, will perform favorites and 
new songs backed by a band. Cost: $10 

FRI 9
Munich Philharmonic 
String Quartet
NEWBURGH
7:30 p.m. St. George’s Church
105 Grand St. | 845-534-2864 
newburghchambermusic.org

The program will include music 
by Beethoven, Borodin and St. 
Hildegard Von Bingen. Cost: $35 
($30 seniors, $10 students) 

FRI 9
Soul Purpose
BEACON
8 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Join this Mardi Gras celebration 
with the New Orleans funk group 
and its guests, The Brasskill Band. 
Cost: $25 ($30 door) 

SAT 10
Romantic Piano 
COLD SPRING 
2 p.m. St. Mary’s Church
1 Chestnut St. | stmaryscoldspring.com 

As part of the Music at St. Mary’s 
series, Miles Fusco, pianist for the 
American Ballet Theatre and the 
New York City Ballet, will perform 
music for Valentine’s Day on the 
church’s Steinway grand. Donations 
welcome. Free

SAT 10
Willie Nile Band
BEACON
8 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The “rock ’n’ roll troubadour” 
will perform songs from his latest 
release, The Day the Earth Stood 
Still. Cost: $35 ($40 door) 

SUN 11
C.J. Chenier & The Red 
Hot Louisiana Band
BEACON
3 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Creole artist plays Zydeco 
and blues-driven music. Cost: $30 
($35 door) 

 CIVIC

MON 5
City Council
BEACON
7 p.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov

MON 5
School Board
BEACON
7 p.m. Beacon High School
101 Matteawan Road | 845-838-6900
beaconk12.org

TUES 6
School Board
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Middle School Library 
15 Craigside Drive | 845-265-9254
haldaneschool.org

TUES 6
Putnam Legislature 
CARMEL
7 p.m. Historic Courthouse
44 Gleneida Ave. | 845-208-7800 
putnamcountyny.com

WED 7
Village Board
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Village Hall | 85 Main St. 
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

WED 7
School Board 
GARRISON
7 p.m. Garrison School | 1100 Route 9D 
845-424-3689 | gufs.org

Looking for co-working space?
Come to Whistlestop Workspace at Garrison Landing.  

Renovated historic building, newly appointed desks, free coffee, great wifi,  
right at the Hudson and the Garrison train station.  Retail kiosk also available.  
Email hazuckerman@gmail.com or text 646.351.3702. 
Work away from home in a relaxing environment.

Faded Rose, Feb. 4
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Check our website + media for more events, info + tickets

DONATE to our PORTICO RESTORATION PROJECT

Feb 3 - ARTICHOKE Storytelling Series - SOLD OUT
Feb 9 - HCMC + HCC’s Classics for Kids - “The Kid”

Feb 13 - Southern Fiddle Tune Jam 
Feb 16 - JEREMY SCHONFELD

Feb 18 - HCMC - CONRAD TAO, Piano 

Sat, Feb  3 – 3-5 PM + Sun, Feb 4 – 1-5 PM 
“FOCUS ON PHOTOGRAPHERS”

Curators: Larry Kerschberg & Ronnie Beth Sauers
Featuring Photographers:

William Snyder - David Burnett - Tony Cenicola
Pierce Johnston - William A. Loeb

Jane Soodalter - Sandra Belitza-Vazquez
ON EXHIBIT THRU FEB 25TH MOST WKNDS, BY APPT. AND BY CHANCE

Fri – February 2 – 7 PM
LIT LIT, hosted by DONNA MINKOWITZ

Doors open at 6:30 - $5 cover 

W
illi

am
 A.

 Lo
eb

BE OUR VALENTINE!
Howland Cultural Center’s

2024 Friends Campaign
Kickoff Party!

Sat., February 24th  5 - 7 PM

To Re Register here: bit.ly/heatpumpswebinar 

Clean Heating and Cooling 
  with Electric Heat Pumps 

Webinar: February 8, 6pm 

Climate Smart Philipstown

Today’s cold-climate heat pumps are a smarter, more 
efficient way to keep your home comfortable all year 
long. Join us to learn: 

‣ How to make your home more energy efficient 
‣ Advantages of  heat pumps over oil/gas powered systems 
‣ Different types of  heat pumps 
‣ Which heat pumps work in which types of  homes 
‣ Financial incentives: federal, state and utility rebates and 

tax credits

Ask questions, get advice, and make a plan for your household. 

Presenters: 
Lexi Slavin, Healthy Home Energy and Consulting 

Dr. Chandu Visweswariah, CURE100 
Joe Montuori, Sustainable Putnam 

Local History 
Lives Here
But Revolutionary War  
site faces challenges 
By Michael Turton

During the late 18th century, the Van 
Wyck homestead hosted some of the 
most important figures in the Amer-

ican Revolution — George Washington, 
Alexander Hamilton, the Marquis de Lafay-
ette, John Jay, Israel Putnam and possibly 
Benedict Arnold, Aaron Burr, John Adams 
and Samuel Adams — but today the museum 
attracts only a trickle of visitors and faces 
serious financial and staffing challenges. 

Alexis Lynch, the treasurer of the Fish-
kill Historical Society, which operates the 
museum on Route 9 just south of I-84, said 
only about 300 people visit annually, and 
that school trips fell off during the pandemic 
shutdown. Last year the museum fell 
$10,000 short of meeting its $36,000 annual 
budget for utilities, heating and insurance 
and had to draw from its small endowment.

Its revenue came from a $10,000 
Dutchess County grant, visitor donations, 
raffles, a craft fair, tours, special events and 
school program fees. 

Maintaining a building nearly 300 years 
old is costly, Lynch said. Over the past five 

years the society has spent $60,000 on a 
new roof, $35,000 to replace two porches, 
$16,000 to fix a rotting building sill and 
$6,000 for exterior painting. 

The museum has no paid staff; it is run 
by about 30 volunteers, many of whom are 
in their 70s and 80s, she said. Lynch worries 
that younger people are not motivated to get 
involved with tasks such as pursuing grants, 
doing research, creating school programs, 
leading tours or tending to the garden. 

Lynch wonders if students aren’t being 
taught to appreciate local history. “People 
from this area are surprised at the site’s 
interesting history,” then say they never 
heard about it in school, she said.

Cornelius Van Wyck established the 
homestead on a 990-acre tract in 1732; 
four decades later, Gen. George Washing-
ton would commandeer the home and 70 

acres to create a headquarters and supply 
depot for the Continental Army. A letter 
from Washington informing Van Wyck that 
the army was taking over his property is 
part of the museum’s collection.

The supply depot would have bustled 
with activity, housing 2,000 troops in 
barracks during winter and many more 
in summer. It also employed hundreds of 
craftspeople needed to supply and equip 
the army until the war ended in 1783. 

The Van Wyck home also served as the 
courtroom for the mock trial of double 
agent Enoch Crosby, who pretended to 
support the British but was a soldier in the 
Continental Army. Crosby was the basis for 
the character Harvey Birch in James Feni-
more Cooper’s novel The Spy. 

The Fishkill Historical Society was formed 
in 1962, mainly to preserve the homestead, 

which had been abandoned in 1958. The soci-
ety purchased the property in 1972 for $1. The 
house faced demolition when a cloverleaf was 
planned as part of the construction of I-84 at 
Route 9, but a petition with 10,000 signatures 
delivered to Gov. Nelson Rockefeller by Town 
of Fishkill Historian Willa Skinner helped 
change the intersection’s design, saving the 
historic homestead.  

The Van Wyck Homestead, at 504 Route 
9 in Fishkill, is open from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday from June through 
October, or by appointment. There is no 
admission fee. The grounds are open 
daily from dawn to dusk; printed guides 
are available in the mailbox on the front 
porch. To donate or volunteer, visit fish-
killhistoricalsociety.org, email fhsinfo@
yahoo.com or call 845-896-9560. 

Alexis and Steve Lynch at the homestead  Photo by M. Turton Re-enactors march past the historic site.  Photo provided

PRINTMAKERS

FINE ART
PRINTING
SCANNING

LARGE FORMAT

HUDSON VALLEY’S
ARCHIVAL PRINTING

SINCE 1997

PICTURE FRAMING
print & map gallery

845-809-5174

31 STEPHANIE LANE
COLD SPRING, NY

www.thehighlandstudio.com

HIGHLAND STUDIO
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Cooper’s is latest tavern in 
historic Beacon building
By Marc Ferris

Some soft opening. When word spread 
that the new incarnation of Dogwood 
in Beacon was ready for its close-up, 

the place attracted the curious, the familiar 
and local families.

“We just low-key opened the door [Jan. 
10] and within 20 minutes, the dining room 
filled up,” said co-owner Brendan McAlpine. 
“Someone took a picture of the menu posted 
outside and it circulated pretty wide.”

After months of speculation, the fate of 
Dogwood, the funky bohemian bar on East 
Main Street that abruptly changed hands 
last summer, is now clear. 

The immediate future is Cooper’s Bar, 
named for McAlpine’s beloved French bull-
dog, who died a few years ago. A few photos 
of Cooper and a handful of historic shots 
adorn the streamlined, stripped down walls.

“People worried that this would be a sports 
bar,” said McAlpine, who, with his wife and 
partner Marjorie Tarter, owns Wonderbar, 
Hudson Marshmallow Co. and The Beacon 
movie theater, as well as The Bird & Bottle Inn 
in Philipstown. “Our only TV is at Cooper’s. 
We’ll show big games or events, but we’re not 
putting on CNN or anything during the day.”

For now, the monitor is tuned to the 
fireplace channel. Wall coverings and live 
music will come as McAlpine “lets the space 
breathe,” he said. “Instead of buying 75 
pieces of art, it will grow organically.”

Sitting with pens, books and a computer, 
and wearing a Dogwood hoodie, author and 
photographer Ronnie Farley is glad the 
doors are open again.

Except for the near-barren walls, most 
changes are subtle. New booths in the main 
room now seat six adults comfortably and 
are enjoyed by families in the early evenings.

The building has served as a watering 
hole since the 1870s. Many ill-conceived 
additions to the kitchen, now gone, 
impeded the flow, said McAlpine.

Remnants from Dogwood include a 

tap pouring Old Glenham Brewery hand-
drawn cask ale, tiles with a dog bone in the 
center made by Hudson Beach Glass and 
the sound system above the stage, which is 
now filled with tables for diners.

Christian Meixner, the chef at The Bird 
& Bottle Inn, devised the menu. The mostly 
fried sides go for $10 to $14. Other items 
range from $14 for three of the appetizers to 
$28 for a tuna rice bowl (although some of 
the salad add-ons can lift prices above $30). 

Asian influences include dumplings, a 
scallion pancake and the kimchi rice bowl. 
The kitchen also serves pinsas, an Italian 
flatbread with a crispy crust consisting of 
a lighter dough.

McAlpine noted that Cooper’s Bar is 
the latest incarnation of previous water-
ing holes, which included Zep’s, Annie 
Cabe’s, Sunderland’s Saloon, Papa Joe’s and 
Dogwood. Old-timers tell him that the bar 
occupied the current music room in the 
1990s and receipts from the 1930s shellacked 
to the wall by the bathrooms indicate that 
a half keg of Feigenspann beer cost $7.75.

The one constant is change. “I’ve never 
seen a lot of our customers before and that 
wasn’t the case 10 years ago,” he said. “Going 
out in Beacon was like Cheers, but now 
there’s lots of young kids and a great mix 
of older and younger folks who just moved 
here and people who’ve been here forever.”

Ronnie Farley, wearing a Dogwood 
hoodie, said she was glad the bar and 
restaurant's doors had opened again.

Photos by M. Ferris (2)

Local Officials 
This is a list of elected and appointed 
officials at the local, state and federal 
level and how to contact them with your 
praise or protests.

Local Government Video Guide 
OK, it’s not Netflix, but here’s a list of 
sites where you can watch videos of 
local and county public meetings.

How They Voted (Congress) 
Summaries of consequential and 
newsworthy legislation in the U.S. 
House and how Rep. Mike Lawler 
(Philipstown) and Rep. Pat Ryan 
(Beacon) voted. Updated weekly when 
Congress is in session.

Storm Updates and Resources 
Storm-watcher resources and contacts 
for when the power goes out.

Community Directory 
This is a continually updated guide to 
local businesses and cultural sites, with 
addresses, phone numbers and web links.

Shop Local Online 
We created this during the pandemic; 
it’s a list of local retailers that allow you 
to order online.

Community Calendar 
This is the full Monty — we only have 
room for the highlights in print.

Real-Estate Data 
These graphs are created by a firm 
called Dataherald and include the 
number of new listings in Putnam and 
Dutchess counties, the number of home 
sales and median home sale prices.

Back Issues 
This is an archive of our past issues, in PDF 
format, from June 2012 to date, except 
for the latest issue, which is emailed to 
Current members on Friday morning.

Podcast Archives 
Here are links to all the episodes of 
our podcast, for easy listening. The 
three most popular downloads so far 
have been interviews with a barefoot 
Ironman competitor; Dinky Romilly of 
Philipstown, who discussed her civil 
rights work and her famous mother; and 
the author of a book about stone walls.

What’s Online at  
Highlands 

Current.org
These resources can be  

accessed through the pulldown 
menu on the top of each page, 

under “Resources” and  
“Reader Guide.”

Brendan McAlpine has opened Cooper’s Bar at 47 E. Main St. in Beacon, the former site of Dogwood.  Photo provided

A New Bar and New Faces

Cooper’s Bar, at 47 E. Main St., in Beacon, is open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from noon to 11 p.m., Friday and Saturday from noon to midnight, and Sunday from 
noon to 10 p.m. The kitchen closes at 10 p.m. Call 845-440-7171 or visit coopersbeacon.com.

• Custom Guitars
• iGuitar USB
• Factory Direct Sales
• Expert Repairs & Setups
• USB/Synth Upgrades
• Lessons

Patrick G. Cummings 
290 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516

845•809•5347 x226
www.iguitarworkshop.com | sales@iguitarworkshop.com
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www.MrCheapeeInc.com

GOT RUBBISH?
10-30 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL SERVICES
DEMOLITON SERVICES

37A Albany Post Rd. Ossining, NY 10562
MrCheapeeInc@aol.com

914-737-0823FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

HAVE YOUR OWN
BUSINESS CARD
You can advertise your 
business here starting at $24.
For more information, 
email ads@highlandscurrent.org.

121 Main Street, Cold Spring, New York

WINTER SHOW

Sat.|Sun. 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
BUSTERLEVIGALLERY.COM

JANUARY 6TH - FEBRUARY 28TH 

BUSINESS CARD_PrintAD _JAN_ FEB.2024.indd   1BUSINESS CARD_PrintAD _JAN_ FEB.2024.indd   1 1/1/24   4:04 PM1/1/24   4:04 PM

LOST & FOUND

AWNING POLE — The pole that we use to 
open and close our awning has disappeared. If 
anyone knows its whereabouts, please return it 
to the outside of The Highlands Current office at 
142 Main St. in Cold Spring. Thank you.

FOR RENT

BEACON — Private and professional offices for 
rent at 123 Rombout Ave. in a very quiet building 
with many amenities. Each of the offices include 
electric, heat, 24-hour access with waiting lobby, 
kitchenette, off-street parking lot. You can 
combine offices for more space. All offices can 
accommodate multiple desks and employees. 
Center office is a conference room. Perfect for 
all therapists, designers, artists, accountants, 

attorneys. Flexible leases up to 1 year. Call/
text 845-265-2330.

WANTED

GARDEN HELP — Looking for someone 
interested in garden work, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 8 hours a day. Need to be physically 
fit, able to lift 50 pounds, hardworking, take 
direction, timely, neat, work in all types of 
weather, English speaking. Experience a plus. 
Must have own transportation. Garrison location. 
Start in March to October. Email tbielaczyc@
gmail.com.

SERVICES

HEALING BODYWORK — With Joy Matalon. 
Featured in NY Magazine as “one of the 

15 best massage therapists offering 
CranialSacral Therapy,” with a specialty in 
SomatoEmotional Release. In addition, I offer 
Swedish massage incorporating CranialSacral 
Therapy. Trained in Medical Massage, Process 
Acupuncture, Meditation and Foot Reflexology 
with over 30 years’ experience. Garrison and 
Ossining locations. House calls available. Call 
914-519-8138 or visit Joymatalon.com.

MASSAGE THERAPY — Brad Teasdale, LMT. 
Massage therapist for the American Ballet 
Theater plus nation’s top spas. New York 
licensed and nationally certified. Specializing 
in deep-tissue massage, medical massage, 
assisted stretching, holistic health. Private 
practice in Garrison. Call 917-362-7546 or visit 
medicinehandsmassage.com.

DENTAL INSURANCE — Available from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Co. Coverage for 
350+ procedures. Real dental insurance — 
not just a discount plan. Call 866-540-2037 
to get your free dental information kit with all 
the details, or visit dental50plus.com/current. 
#6258

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK —  Dorrance Publishing 
has been trusted by authors since 1920. 
Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive services: 
consultation, production, promotion and 
distribution. Call 855-879-7230 for your free 
author’s guide or visit dorranceinfo.com/
highlands.

FOR SALE

DON’T LOSE POWER — Prepare for power 
outages today with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a free 7-year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 
631-498-7851 today to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

VICTORY OVER STAIRS — Don’t let the stairs 
limit your mobility: Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide at 
855-607-1518.

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? Place your ad here for $9.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds.

Current Classifieds

Saturday, February 10th beginning at 11:00 a.m.
Our soup and salad is the absolute best around! 

Order yours before we sell out! 

Lemon Chicken Orzo or Beef Tomato Soup
Salad for 2, bread & cookies all for only $15.00

Extra quart of soup is $10.00
Christ Church, United Methodist, 60 Union Street, Beacon    |   (845) 831-0365

Soup & Salad Take Out 
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Students at Haldane 
Elementary performed a 
play based on Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, the classic 
children’s book by Roald 
Dahl, under the direction of 
Sam Sauer before a packed 
house at the school on Jan. 
25. For more photos, see 
highlandscurrent.org.

Photos by Ross Corsair

Wonka
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Giovanni (John) Scanga 
(1957-2024)

Giovanni ( John) Joseph Scanga, of Cold 
Spring, died peacefully on Jan. 29, 2024.

Born on Jan. 12, 1957, in Italy, he was 
the son of Rosario and Ada (De Cicco) 
Scanga. He graduated from Dodge Voca-
tional High School in the Bronx in 1975.

Giovanni married the love of his life, 
Rosanna De Rose, in Italy on Oct. 4, 1986. 
Together they raised three daughters.

His family was his greatest joy. He loved 
them more than anything. He was an avid 
sports fan, enjoyed rock ’n’ roll music and 
all types of animals.

Giovanni is survived by his loving wife, 
Rosanna. He is survived by his children, Ada 
Catalano (Dean), Sabrina Frisenda (Granite) 
and Alessandra Scanga. Giovanni was a 
proud grandfather of four beautiful grand-
children: Matteo Catalano, Aurora Frisenda, 
Luca Catalano and Joseph Hudson Frisen-
da. In addition, he is survived by his mother, 
Ada Scanga, and sisters, Antonella Scanga 
and Guilia Emerson (Donald). He was pre-
deceased by his father, Rosario Scanga.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 
on Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024, at Our Lady of 
Loretto Church, 24 Fair St., Cold Spring. In-
terment followed in Cold Spring Cemetery.

PAID NOTICE

Beulah Jackson (1930-2024)

Beulah Beatrice Jack-
son, 93, of Beacon, died 
Jan. 15.

She was born Aug. 3, 
1930, in Surrey, Virginia, 
the daughter of Richard 
and Mamie (Jones) Gay. When she was a 
child, her family moved to Poughkeepsie. 
She learned bookkeeping in high school 
and, after graduating, became the first 
Black person employed as a bookkeeper 
in the City of Poughkeepsie when she was 
hired by United Cleaners. She also offered 
tax-preparation services.

On May 11, 1951, Beulah married Virgil 
Jackson and the couple moved to Beacon. 
As a young mother, Beulah babysat in her 
home for children whose parents relied on 
her services so that they could earn a living. 
It’s estimated that Beulah babysat more 
than 200 children over 20 years.

A churchgoer and devoted civic leader, 
Beulah and her family were among several 
Black families who integrated St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church. Beulah later became a 
member of Star of Bethlehem Baptist Church.

She was a lifetime member of the Beacon-
Fishkill Branch of the NAACP, where she 
was president for nine years. She was a 
member of the Les Soeurs Amiables Civic 
Club and devoted nearly 60 years to the 
Empire State Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
which is an affiliate of the National Asso-
ciation of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc. As 
president of the Sargent Elementary School 
PTA, she worked to transition Black chil-
dren from the Forrestal Heights develop-
ment into the newly opened school.

Among her many other accomplish-
ments, Beulah served as director for the 
Office of Economic Opportunity, which 
served Dutchess County. It was established 
during the administration of President 
Lyndon B. Johnson to serve impoverished 
Americans in cities and rural areas. 

She is survived by her daughters, Patricia 
Jackson, Valerie Jackson, Sheryl Bennett, 
Carla Thompson, Lynette Jackson and 
Lori Wilson; and her sister, Mary Bailey 
of Wakefield, Virginia; and by 56 grand-
children, great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren. Her husband; son, 
Virgil Jackson Jr.; and three siblings died 
before her. A service was held Jan. 24 at the 
Springfield Baptist Church.

Kim McKeown (1966-2024)

Kimberly McKeown, 57, 
the town clerk for Putnam 
Valley, died Jan. 15.

She was born Nov. 3, 
1966, in New York City, 
the daughter of Vincent 
and Dolores Kinane. Kim was a woman of 
undeniable wit, weaving humor into the 
fabric of her daily life and bringing joy to 
all those around her, her family said.

She was elected town clerk in November 
after serving for 12 years as deputy clerk. 
Kim succeeded Sherry Howard, who was 
elected to the Town Board.

“When I was supervisor, Kim and I would 
run the gamut with discussions concern-

ing our school district, the town, commu-
nity politics, taxes and even some neighborly 
gossip,” Sam Oliverio, a former town super-
visor, posted on Facebook. “Kim was a super 
advocate for her children and loved to discuss 
their school work and their successes.”

Along with her father, Kim is survived by 
her husband, Terence McKeown, and their 
children, Terence Jr., Michael and Kelly. She 
is also survived by her siblings, Ellen Scoz-
zafava, Mariann Kinane, Vincent Kinane, 
Michael Kinane and Christopher Kinane. 
Her mother and her son, Ryan, died earlier.

A funeral Mass was held Jan. 26 at the 
Church of the Holy Spirit in Cortlandt.

Willa Skinner (1926-2024)

Willa E. Skinner, 98, 
the Town of Fishkill 
historian for 53 years, 
died Jan. 18 at Vassar 
Brothers Medical Center 
in Poughkeepsie.

She was born in New York City on Jan. 16, 
1926, the daughter of William and Bertha 
(Frering) Kretch, and raised in the Bronx. 
Her family purchased a summer home in 
Fishkill in 1929.

In 1948, she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from New York University. On 
Oct. 2, 1949, she married Ivan Skinner of 
Monticello, and the couple moved to Fish-
kill in 1951. Ivan died in 1995.

Willa is survived by her children, Fern 
Franke of Beacon, Matthew Skinner (Cath-

leen) of Guthrie, Oklahoma, and Eugenia 
Ballard (Terence) of Ulster Park; and her 
grandsons, Ian Skinner and Jonathan Skinner 
(Kaitlyn). Her sister, Lola Yellen, died earlier.

A funeral service was held Jan. 27 at the 
First Reformed Church in Fishkill. Memorial 
donations may be made to the Fishkill Histor-
ical Society (fishkillhistoricalsociety.org).

Erika Thomaselli (1987-2024)

Erika Rose Thoma-
selli, 36, who grew up 
in Beacon and returned 
to teach English at 
Rombout Middle School 
and coach volleyball 
and softball, died of cancer on Jan. 30, 
surrounded by members of her family.

She was born May 14, 1987, in Pough-
keepsie, the daughter of Daniel Jr. and 
Lisa (Gabelman) Coughlin. Raised in Chel-
sea, she attended the Beacon City School 
District from kindergarten through high 
school and went on to earn a master’s 
degree in education. On Oct. 27, 2017, she 
married Anthony Thomaselli.

In addition to her parents and husband, 
Erika is survived by her children, Anthony 
Jr., Joseph, Casey and Cali; her sister, 
Aileen Schatz (Jake) and their children, 
Charles and August; her brother, Daniel G. 
Coughlin III (Heather) and their children, 
Harper, Daniel, Hudson and Delilah; her 
in-laws, Jean and Zep Thomaselli; and her 
brothers-in-law, Nick Thomaselli and Jamie 

Thomaselli (Aly) and their son, Raymond.
Family and friends will gather today (Feb. 

2) from 4 to 8 p.m. at the theater at Beacon 
High School, 101 Matteawan Road. A Mass 
of Christian Burial will be held on Saturday 
(Feb. 3) at 10 a.m. at St. Mary Mother of the 
Church, 106 Jackson St., in Fishkill, followed 
by interment at St. Joachim Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be made for 
Erika’s children at gofundme.com/f/erika-
thomaselli. Her family is also compiling a 
book for her children called Tell Me About 
My Mom with memories, anecdotes and 
reflections that can be contributed through 
a form available via the GoFundMe page.

Other Recent Deaths
Philipstown
Jim Horend, 92 
Dennis Rotenberg, 71 
John Scanga, 67 
Joan Walsh, 91

Beacon
Anne Adams, 94 
Bessie Duzon, 65 
Anthony Frisina, 94 
Francis Jackson, 64 
Josie Malouf, 86 
Carol Moran, 77 
Jeremy Rivera, 30 
Rose Rutigliano, 86

For more obituaries,  
see highlandscurrent.org/obits.

Riverview	Funeral	Home

Riverview	Funeral	Home

by	Halvey	LLC

by	Halvey	LLC

Traditional and Cremation Services
– Family Owned and Operated since 1933 –

Patrick J. Halvey, Licensed Funeral Director

☎  845-831-0380
✎  2 Beekman Street, Beacon, NY 12508
  riverviewbyhalvey@gmail.com
      @RiverviewFuneralHomeByHalvey

www.riverviewbyhalvey.com

O B I T U A R I E S
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ACROSS

1. Classic diner sandwich, 
for short

4. Not as restrained
6. “____a dream” (Martin 

Luther King Jr.)
7. Judy star Zellweger
8. Mitigates

DOWN

1. Coffee grinder filler
2. Flood control barrier
3. Where koalas live

4. Dumpster ___ (out-and-
out disaster)

5. Flightless bird of South 
America

For interactive sudoku and crossword answers, see highlandscurrent.org/puzzles.

A
nsw

ers for Jan. 2
6

 P
uzzles

Unique Gifts, Toys, Puzzles  
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CrossCurrent ACROSS

1. TV schedule abbr.
4. Rotate
8. Exerciser’s target
12. Slithery fish
13. Layered cookie
14. Greek vowel
15. Selflessness
17. Seize
18. Chapeau
19. Slogan
21. Garden figurines
24. Use henna
25. Post-op area
26. Apply cream
28. College study
32. Close by
34. “Gee, ya think?”
36. Golfer’s cry
37. Campfire leftovers
39. Clothing protector
41. Sandwich meat
42. “— been real”
44. By and large

46. Opposite of candor
50. Eggy quaff
51. Bern’s river
52. Halite
56. Egyptian deity
57. Shrek, for one
58. Half of CIV
59. Society newbies
60. French perfume brand
61. Prom rental

DOWN

1. Afternoon get-together
2. Ann Patchett’s — Canto
3. However
4. Praised loudly
5. Mentalist Geller
6. Take it easy
7. Wanderer
8. Biblical cover-up?
9. Petty of Tank Girl
10. — impasse
11. Innocent one
16. Ewe’s mate

20. Workout venue
21. Actress Gershon
22. Mark Harmon TV series
23. Melancholy
27. Fella
29. Atlas Shrugged hero
30. Exam format
31. Ratatouille rat
33. Patty Hearst, for one
35. “Tell —” (Streisand/Dion 

song)
38. Fr. holy woman
40. Monopoly job
43. Seafood selection
45. Cyclades island
46. Stated
47. Lighten
48. Baby’s bed
49. Boo-Boo’s buddy
53. — -Magnon
54. Lucy of Elementary
55. Box office buys, slangily

Puzzles
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sudoCurrent WordLadder
Can you go from SINGE to PUNCH in 6 words? 
Change one letter for each rung in the ladder.

SINGE

PUNCH

CrossWord
MICro

Puzzle Page Sponsored by

PEACE 
PEACH 
BEACH 
BENCH 
BUNCH 
LUNCH



20 February 2, 2024                             For mail delivery, see highlandscurrent.org/delivery

HALDANE
By Jacob Aframian

BOYS’ BASKETBALL — The Blue Devils 
traveled to Beacon on Jan. 27 for the annual 
Battle of the Tunnel game, which Haldane 
has won the past three years. But the Bull-
dogs celebrated this year, holding off the 
visitors, 67-62, to claim the trophy.

Haldane led after one quarter but the 
momentum shifted to Beacon after guard 
Jazziah Whitted hit four 3-pointers. 
Although Haldane’s leading scorer, Matt 
Nachamkin, didn’t have a basket until there 
was 1:48 left in the half, the Blue Devils 
managed to trail by only four at the break. 

In the third quarter, Beacon would extend 
its lead to six or seven and Haldane would 
cut it back to four. The Blue Devils got within 
two but were never able to take the lead. 

The Bulldogs started the fourth quar-
ter with a 9-2 run and took an 11-point 
lead, 58-47, with six minutes left. Haldane 
responded with an 11-2 run with baskets by 
Nachamkin and Ross Esposito and clutch 
free-throw shooting by Nate Stickle to get 
within two points with 1:27 left.

“We have to give credit to Beacon’s defense,” 
said Coach Joe Virgadamo. “We couldn’t 
get into rhythm; we missed a lot of layups. 
I think that was the most frustrating piece.” 

Whitted finished with 21 points for 
Beacon and Malachi Thompson had 20.

Following the tough loss at Beacon, the 
Blue Devils answered on Tuesday (Jan. 30) 

with a 68-41 win at North Salem. After 
finishing with 14 points against Beacon, 
Nachamkin went for 35 against the Tigers. 

The Blue Devils (12-3), who are ranked as 
the fourth-best Class C team in the state by 
the New York State Sportswriters Associa-
tion, will take on Spackenkill, a Class A team 
that is 11-2, at 6 p.m. on Saturday (Feb. 3) at 
Dutchess Community College in Poughkeep-
sie for the Officials vs. Cancer Tournament. 

After that they’ll play three games in five 
days, hosting Croton-Harmon at 6:15 p.m. 
on Monday (Feb. 5), traveling to Pawling on 
Wednesday and hosting Putnam Valley at 
6:15 p.m. on Friday. 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL — Haldane broke a 
five-game losing streak on Jan. 26 with a 
56-48 win at Peekskill. “I credit the girls 
for getting better every game and sticking 
together,” said Coach Charles Martinez. 

The Blue Devils were up, 17-13, at the end 
of the first quarter but Peekskill began the 
second with a 10-0 run. Haldane answered 
with baskets by Kayla Ruggiero and 
Camilla McDaniel to take a one-point lead 
into halftime. 

The teams traded baskets in the third 
quarter but the Blue Devils turned up the 
defensive pressure in the fourth, holding 
the Red Devils to five points.

McDaniel finished with 25 points, includ-
ing seven 3-pointers. Ruggiero scored 16 
points and Marisa Peters had nine. 

Haldane followed that with another win 
on Tuesday (Jan. 30) at home over North 

Salem, 53-47, a team it lost to by 13 points 
just a week earlier. 

The Blue Devils were down, 26-22, at 
halftime but started the third quarter with 
an 11-0 run. North Salem cut the Haldane 
lead to four points in the fourth, but back-
to-back 3-pointers from McDaniel and a 
basket by Peters put the game away. 

“We took the inside game away by just 
making sure that we made a slight change 
underneath in terms of our coverages in the 
zone,” said Martinez. 

Peters finished with 18 points and 
McDaniel had 17, including five 3-pointers 
that brought her career total to 115. 

On Monday (Feb. 5) the Blue Devils (8-10) 
travel to Croton-Harmon and on Thursday 
they finish the regular season at Putnam 
Valley. 

WINTER TRACK — Haldane competed on 
Jan. 26 in a Section I meet at The Armory 
in New York City. For the girls, Ashley Sousa 
placed fourth in the 1,500 meters in 5.30.14 
and Kate Resi and Penelope Andreou 
finished seventh and eighth in the 1,000 
meters in 4:03.87 and 4:04.73. 

For the boys, Jake Thomas (6.94), Rhys 
Williams (6.95) and Milo Pearsall (6.98) 
were fourth, fifth and sixth in the 55-meter 
dash; Jack Illian was sixth in the 1,600 
meters in 4:48.93. Thomas was also fourth 
in the shot put with 35-10.

The team will return to The Armory on 
Saturday (Feb. 3) for the Purple Champions 
Invitational hosted by Warwick Valley. 

BEACON
By Nick Robbins

BOYS’ BASKETBALL — After defeating 
Haldane on Jan. 27 to reclaim the Battle of the 
Tunnel trophy, the Bulldogs knocked off Port 
Jervis, 56-37, on Monday (Jan. 29) to improve 
to 7-7 on the season. Like Haldane, Beacon 
will compete Saturday (Feb. 3) at Dutchess 
Community College in the Officials vs. Cancer 
Tournament, facing Red Hook at 2:30 p.m. 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL — The Bulldogs 
improved to 14-2 with three easy victories, 
winning at home over Port Jervis, 64-12, on 
Jan. 25; at Chester, 61-19, on Tuesday (Jan. 
30); and at home over Millbrook, 54-22, on 
Wednesday. 

Reilly Landisi scored 19 points against 
Millbrook, followed by Daveya Rodriguez 
with 14. The Bulldogs hit six 3-pointers.

Beacon will host Wallkill at 4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday (Feb. 6) and travel to Port Jervis 
on Thursday.

WRESTLING — Beacon lost to Wallkill 
on Monday (Jan. 29), 51-21. The Bulldogs 
scored points on wins by William Flynn (124 
pounds), Jude Betancourt (152), Avery Davis 
(170) and Owen Lynch (215). Beacon trav-
eled to Monticello on Wednesday and will 
wrestle at Saugerties on Saturday (Feb. 3).

Sports
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After three straight Haldane wins, the Beacon boys reclaimed the Battle of the Tunnel trophy on Jan. 27.
 Photo by Micah Morales

Shy’anne Kush (23) looks to the rim against Port Jervis on Jan. 25.
Photo by Cadence Heeter 

Follow us at  
twitter.com/hcurrentsports


