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By Leonard Sparks

Kelly Hines’ criteria during her 
long job search were simple: If an 
employer required even one day a 

week in the office, she didn’t apply.
For over a year, one frustrating search 

stifled another for the Beacon resident, a 
freelance graphic designer and art direc-
tor. She and her husband struggled to find 
affordable care for their 2-year-old daugh-
ter, floundering in a limbo faced by many 
families needing child care. 

“We’re too wealthy to get any help but 
too poor to afford care,” said Hines. 

Denise Giannasca also faces a challeng-
ing search.

Six years ago, she opened Stepping 
Stones Childcare and Development in 
Philipstown. On April 29, Stepping Stones 
broke ground on an expansion that will 
create room for additional children.

With a waiting list of three dozen families, 
Giannasca said the challenge isn’t demand 
but finding qualified employees in a field 
where the average hourly pay is $16.92, 
according to the state. “We can’t pay what 
people are really worth,” said Giannasca, who 
just posted four job openings for teachers.

Special Report

Who Will Watch the Kids?
Child care shortages weigh on parents, providers

Cold Spring  
Cuts Parking 
Fees in Half
Main Street merchants say 
meters hurt business
By Michael Turton

The Cold Spring Village Board agreed 
on Wednesday (June 12) to halve 
the hourly rate for metered parking 

on Main Street and raise the time limit by 
an hour after merchants complained they 
were losing customers.  

The five trustees agreed to lower the 
$4 per hour rate to $2 per hour and to 
allow drivers to pay for a minimum of 30 
minutes, rather than an hour. They also 
said they would raise the maximum time 
allowed from three hours to four.

In addition, the fees at the municipal lot 
on Fair Street, which are $2.50 per hour on 
weekdays and $3.50 per hour on weekends, 
will be lowered to $2 per hour daily. That 
will also be the fee for spots at Mayor’s 
Park that will be available after the Fair 
Street culvert is repaired. The Fair Street 
lot has a 72-hour time limit.

The board kept the fine for a parking 
ticket at $75.

Because raising the maximum time 
requires amending the Village Code, the 
board must hold a public hearing, which 
is scheduled for June 26. The board can 
change the fees without a code revision.

The changes will cost the village an esti-
mated $100,000 in revenue from parking 
fees, which the board has budgeted for the 
2024-25 fiscal year at $285,000. The village 
took in $29,000 from the 80 metered 
spaces on Main Street between April 5, 

Beacon Schools 
Weigh Cellphone 
Restrictions
Superintendent says 
changes possible in the fall
By Jeff Simms

The Beacon City School District is 
considering changes to its policy on 
student cellphone usage, a thorny 

subject that many schools have wrestled with. 
Superintendent Matt Landahl said on 

Wednesday (June 12) that changes could 
be implemented in the fall to “strengthen 
our policy” but provided no details. Landahl 
said he plans to update the community this 
summer. 

The district’s existing policy, adopted in 
2021, says that phones are allowed during 
“non-instructional time” if students follow 
the district’s code of conduct and the accept-
able use policy. According to the code, teach-
ers and administrators can confiscate 
phones if students are violating the policy. 

However, several parents asked the 
school board in April for more restrictions. 
One parent, Hana Ramat, a psychothera-
pist whose son will enter Rombout Middle 
School in the fall, said this week that she 
hopes the district will require students to 
turn in their phones while at school. 

Echoing comments made in recent 
years by U.S. Surgeon General Vivek 
Murthy, Ramat said there’s an “epidemic of 
mental illness” among children and teens. 
Research, she said, suggests that smart-
phones, which were introduced about 20 
years ago, have been a major factor. 

“Especially with young girls, the 
research is very clear and the impacts 

Michelle O'Meara (left) is the director of Stepping Stones daycare in Philipstown and 
Denise Giannasca is its owner. Photo by L. Sparks
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Uncle also convicted in  
D.C. jury trial
By Chip Rowe

Two Dutchess County brothers and 
their uncle were found guilty by a 
federal jury in Washington, D.C., on 

Tuesday (June 11) for their role in storming 
the Capital on Jan. 6, 2021.

Gregory Purdy Jr., 26, a 2016 Carmel High 
School graduate who lives in Hopewell 
Junction, faced 12 charges, including six 

felonies, and his uncle, Robert Turner, 
42, formerly of Poughkeepsie, faced nine 
charges, including three felonies. Both 
men were accused of assaulting police offi-
cers. Matthew Purdy, 25, faced four misde-
meanor counts and was acquitted of two.

Purdy Jr. and Turner were imprisoned 
following the verdict; Matthew Purdy was 
released until sentencing for all three men, 
which the judge scheduled for Oct. 18.

By one estimate, about 140 police offi-
cers were injured during the Jan. 6 assault, 
which was an effort to prevent the certifica-

tion of President Joe Biden’s election win. 
One protester was shot and killed by a Capi-
tol police officer and the riot is believed to 
have contributed to the deaths of at least 
three police officers.

According to the Justice Department, 
more than 1,450 individuals have been 
charged with crimes related to Jan. 6, 
including more than 500 accused of felo-
nies for assaulting or impeding officers.

The Purdy brothers are sons of Gregory 
Schwartz-Purdy, a Republican from Kent 

Dutchess County Brothers Guilty in Jan. 6 Attack

Gregory Purdy Jr. pushes on a barricade on 
Jan. 6. His distinctive jacket was entered 
into evidence at trial. FBI
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By Leonard Sparks

The Rev. Brian Terry is finishing his 
tenure as minister general for the 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, 

a Catholic congregation at Graymoor in 
Philipstown. 

What is your background?
I was born in a small southern town called 

Washington, D.C. My parents moved to the 
Maryland suburbs and then to northern 
Virginia. The friars had a parish in Sterling 
Park, Virginia, and it seemed like a fit for me 
with what they were doing. I studied pre-medi-
cal psychiatry and switched to theater to scare 
my parents. I have, from Catholic University, 
a dual degree in fine and performing arts and 
psychology. I did some fun things when I was 
in theater, like work with David Copperfield 
and Marcel Marceau and a Kabuki theater in 
Japan. The friars asked me to go to Rome to 
study, and I got a bachelor’s degree in theol-
ogy from the Pontifical Gregorian University. 

The Society of the Atonement is cele-
brating its 125th anniversary. How 
did it come about? 

It was founded in 1898 in Philipstown by 
Father Paul Wattson and Mother Lurana 
White in the Episcopalian tradition. In 1909, 

17 men and women came into full commu-
nion with the Catholic Church. Canon at that 
time didn’t allow a community to be mixed, 
so the church split us into the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement and the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Atonement. Father Wattson 
is in the process of becoming a saint. He’s 
been named a Servant of God and we’re in 
the process with the Vatican of doing the 
paperwork to go to the next level. 

How is the society celebrating the 
anniversary?

We kicked it off in September with a visit 
from Justin Welby, the archbishop of Canter-

bury. Then, on Dec. 15, the day the society 
was established, we had a celebration at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City. 
We kicked off this summer with a concert 
series, and a closing ceremony is scheduled 
for Dec. 15.

Where else does the society have 
missions? 

We have a parish in Japan with a soup 
kitchen and a school. It’s been there since 
World War II and was initially a high school 
for women. We’re in Rome and Assisi in 
Italy. In Brockton, Massachusetts, there is 
a chapel with a gift shop. We have a parish 
in Toronto, and a new foundation in Lima, 
Peru, where we work with the poorest of the 
poor. We just received donations of a prop-
erty in Monterrey, Mexico, and a 200-acre 
farm in West Virginia that we hope to turn 
into another type of farm or a halfway house. 

You’ve been the minister general for 
10 years. What’s next? 

That’s a good question. I want to know 
the answer to that, too. We have to finish 
the transition period. It’s a complex transi-
tion because we have eight corporations. I’ll 
help through the transition and after that, 
most likely it’s time for some renewal and 
sabbatical time.

FIVE QUESTIONS: BRIAN TERRY

At what point do 
you turn on your air 

conditioning?

By Leonard Sparks  
and Jeff Simms

Maria Elena Hardman, Cold Spring

As late as 
possible. I like the 

windows open.

I turn on the AC  
when it gets too hot  
to sleep without it.

I don’t have air  
conditioning. I may have to 

cave, but I’m going to see if I 
can live with the pleasures of 

being one with nature.

Nam Alison Spodek, Beacon

Ryan Stasolla, Cold Spring
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Check our website + media for more events, info + tickets

Sat+Sun. June 15+16 – 1-5 PM
WIND • BREATH • WATER

E X H I B I T I O N
Sound & Vision by Artist of Chinese Decent

Sat. June 15 – 1-3 PM
O P E N I N G  R E C E P T I O N  -  M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T

Sun. June 16 – 3 PM
P O E T R Y  R E A D I N G

June 20 - BLF Special Edition Event 
LUCY SANTE - I heard Her Call My Name

And Introducing RICHARD EAGAN
see our website for more details

(event held @ Towne Crier)
June 21 - Key of Q

June 23 - Conposers Concordance
June 28 - OPEN MIC NIGHT
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With gratitude to all members of The Current — the 
New York Press Association's Newspaper of the Year 

for the third year in a row. To become a member and 
provide important support for The Current, go to:  

highlandscurrent.org/join

to all who attended to hear The New York Times opinion columnist 
be interviewed by local resident Christopher Buck 

at the Garrison Institute on Saturday, June 8.

Amid comments on global crises and national issues at the fundraiser 
marking the start of The Highlands Current's 15th year, Kristof offered 

his own appreciation of the role of community journalism:

One of the mistakes that national journalism sometimes 
makes is that we’re so focused on problems that we don’t 

give people the perspective that there are good things happening, 
too. We cover planes that crash but don’t always 
acknowledge that, actually, a lot of planes 
land, too. Community papers are sometimes 
better at striking that balance and covering 
good things that are happening in the 
community as well as the bad things.

That’s one reason why I’m so aghast at so many 
papers going out of business around the country, 
and why I’m so glad that all of you come together 
and support The Current and are behind 
it. You are not only benefiting 
The Current but keeping the 
social fabric of the 
community vibrant 
and alive in ways that 
will yield a real return.

The hall was full.
The questions insightful.
The answers illuminating.

"A Conversation  
with Nicholas D. Kristof" 

was a rewarding evening.

THANK YOU

N E W S  B R I E F S

Fjord Trail Report Delayed
Draft now expected in early fall 

The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail said on 
Wednesday (June 12) that a draft of an 

environmental impact report for the project 
expected over the summer has been delayed 
by New York State until the early fall.

In a statement, HHFT said the delay will 
give the Visitation Data Committee more 
time to review three topics that will inform 
the Draft Generic Environmental Impact 
Statement (DGEIS): pedestrian counts, visi-
tation projections and a traffic study. The 
committee includes representatives from 
Cold Spring, Nelsonville, Beacon and Fish-
kill and a planning consultant.

Once the report is released, the state will 
begin accepting public comments.

Beacon Man Charged  
in Shooting Death
Accused of 2022 killing at  
Forrestal Heights

Beacon police on Tuesday (June 11) 
arrested a 24-year-old Beacon man 

who was charged with the 2022 murder of 
Lionell Pittman Jr. 

Pittman, 32, was shot in May 2022 in the 
parking lot of the Forrestal Heights apart-
ment complex on West Center Street. The 
police department said officers responded 
to the complex at about 6:50 p.m. after a 
report of shots fired.

On Tuesday, officers conducted a traffic 
stop on Fishkill Avenue and arrested Naije 
Perrette, 24, of Beacon. Perrette was charged 
with second-degree murder, arraigned in City 
Court and taken to the Dutchess County Jail.

In a statement, police said they would 
not release further information because of 
the ongoing investigation. The department 
credited the Dutchess County Drug Task 
Force with assistance on the arrest and the 
Dutchess County District Attorney’s Office 
for the investigation. 

Pittman’s murder is one of three recent kill-
ings in Beacon. In 2021, Rene Vivo, a 65-year-
old veteran known as “Scout,” was stabbed on 
Christmas Day. In 2016, a 25-year-old man 
visiting the city was shot at the Davies South 

Terrace apartment complex. Police have not 
made arrests in either of those cases.

Shakespeare Festival 
Receives Wetlands Permit
Philipstown Conservation Board 
clears way for site plan vote

The Philipstown Conservation Board on 
Tuesday (June 11) approved a wetlands 

permit for the Hudson Valley Shakespeare 
Festival, setting up a Planning Board vote 
on its proposed open-air theater, conces-
sion area and restrooms. 

As part of the project, HVSF plans to 
widen the entrance on the Route 9 side of its 
property, which was formerly the Garrison 
Golf Course. That will require encroach-
ing into a 100-foot buffer surrounding 
wetlands by a manmade pond at the inter-
section with Snake Hill Road. 

The permit allows HVSF to install a water 
main and excavate contaminated soil from 
what used to be the 13th and 14th greens. The 
plan includes planting native species around 
the pond, which has been lowered by 4 feet. 

The Planning Board is expected to vote 
on the first phase of the HVSF project 
on Thursday (June 20). As proposed, the 
second phase would include 26 housing 
units for artists and guests, rehearsal and 
administrative space and a welcome center.

Riverkeeper Christens 
New Monitoring Boat
Named for founder Bob Boyle

Riverkeeper christened a new boat this 
month to honor the late Bob Boyle, 

who founded the environmental organiza-
tion in 1966 as the Hudson River Fisher-
men’s Association. Riverkeeper purchased 
the 25-foot boat with a state grant and 
Emmanuel Morlet, a board member, paid 
for its scientific equipment.

Boyle, who died in 2017, was a journalist, 
outdoorsman, activist and author of The 
Hudson River: A Natural and Unnatural 
History. Riverkeeper monitors water qual-
ity at hundreds of sites on the Hudson and 
its tributaries.

Kathryn Belous-Boyle christened a Riverkeeper boat named for her late husband.
 Photo provided
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The Current is a nonprofit venture 
supported by donations from its members. 
To join, see highlandscurrent.org/join.
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Beacon housing
Rather than giving $2.5 million to a 

developer, it would be more effective for 
New York State to give each of the nine 
individuals it considers to be “frail elderly” 
$280,000 to buy themselves a house (“2 
Cross St. Back to ‘Affordable,’ ” June 7). 
My three-bedroom in a prime location in 
Beacon cost $250,000 in 2018. The market 
is driving costs up, and handouts like these 
are only making the problem worse.

James Case-Leal, via Instagram

I can’t believe frail elderly is politically 
correct.

Lorrin Startin, via Instagram

How about not building anything there? 
There’s not a park as far as anyone can 
see. Pocket parks? A community space to 
gather? A green teen garden? A place where 
people can play music and get off the Main 
Street shuffle?

What is going on here? Who is calling 
the shots? “Affordable,” then not “afford-
able,” then back to “affordable”? Let us 
please replace [City Administrator] Chris 
White and whomever the current mayor 
taps to continue this nonsense. Not a peep 
on a communal space, or something for the 
community of Beacon, the youth or elderly. 

The fact that they can play games like this 
says a lot.

Sean Breault, via Instagram

I have been a resident of Beacon for 23 
years and raised my kids here but sadly 
can no longer afford to live here. It’s out of 
control! We didn’t need another building 
right there. And what is considered “afford-
able”? Greed, greed, greed.

Catherine Welshman, via Instagram
Editor’s note: In this case, Dutchess 

County defines “affordable” as renting to 
tenants who earn no more than 80 percent of 
the area household median income, which, 
according to the most recent Census Bureau 
data, is $94,578 annually. That translates 
to about $76,000 annually per household.

Bridge fencing
I was the first responder to the teenager 

off the Newburgh-Beacon bridge in 2022, not 
the police officer on the jet ski — the teenager 
was transferred to the jet ski later (“Editor’s 
Note: Surviving Bear Mountain,” June 7). As 
he clung to my rowboat in the middle of the 
river, he kept repeating: “I don’t know what 
happened, I don’t know what happened; I 
think I jumped.” He just needed time, and 
a fence would have allowed that. That’s why 
we have continually advocated for fencing at 

the New York State Bridge Authority board 
meetings and I wrote my master’s thesis at 
Teachers College, Columbia University on 
the NYSBA’s dire need for fencing. It saves 
lives and does not negatively impact views or 
enjoyment for the general public.

Clare Redden, Newburgh

Historical fiction
Allison Pataki is a master of historical 

fiction about women who were pivotal 
throughout history but largely unknown 
(“Q&A: Allison Pataki,” June 7). Her writ-
ing, based on factual events, flows in a way 
that illuminates their untold stories and 
makes the women real. I’ve read every one 
of her novels and will continue to do so.

Jackie Ring, Albany

Congestion pricing
I’m deeply disappointed in Gov. Kathy 

Hochul and the Democratic and Republi-
can representatives who are trying to stop 
congestion pricing (“Hochul Hits ‘Pause’ 
on Manhattan Toll,” June 7). Do we have no 
one left in Albany willing to do politically 
difficult things in the name of progress? 

When I got my driver’s license all those 
years ago, they drilled into us that driv-
ing is a privilege, not a right. In a city like 
New York, which has a robust infrastruc-
ture for mass transit, there is no reason 
anyone should feel the need to drive into 
those crowded streets. But if you choose to 
do it, pay for that privilege. 

Meanwhile, the indefinite delay in 
congestion pricing slashed any hope of rais-
ing the billions of dollars that are needed 
to sustain, improve and grow the MTA — 
our only hope for a climate-forward, mass-
transit-oriented future that serves anyone 
in the Hudson Valley who wants or needs 
to travel to New York City.

Carolyn Bennett Glauda, Beacon

L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

Tell us what you think

T he Current welcomes letters to the editor on its coverage and local issues. Submissions are selected by the editor (including from 
comments posted to our social media pages) to provide a variety of opinions and voices, and all are subject to editing for accuracy, 

clarity and length, and to remove personal attacks. Letters may be emailed to editor@ highlandscurrent.org or mailed to The Highlands 
Current, 142 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516. The writer’s full name, village or city, and email or phone number must be included, but 
only the name and village or city will be published. For our complete editorial policies, see highlandscurrent.org/editorial-standards.

2-6, 10-18, 20-24

www.philipstowndepottheatre.org

Glass Ceiling Breakers:  
One Acts and Short Films 

June 14-16

Cinema Depot: Everybody’s 
Talking about Jamie 

June 21 at 7:30p

Lolo’s Boyfriend Show 
June 28 at 7:30p
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2-6, 10-18, 20-24

914.232.1252 / caramoor.org 
Tickets & Information

Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra  
with Wynton Marsalis

j u n e  2 2

Roomful of Teeth 
Concert on the Lawn

j u n e  2 8

American Roots Music Festival 
Headliner / Madison Cunningham

j u n e  2 9

Pops, Patriots, & Fireworks
j u l y  4

Kiki Valera y su Son Cubano 
Concert on the Lawn

j u l y  6

Orchestra of St. Luke’s & Miloš
j u l y  1 4

Caramoor Jazz Festival 
Headliner / Matthew Whitaker

j u l y  2 7

June 9 – August 16

Westchester’s  
Top Outdoor SUmmer Concert 

Destination!

l o c a t e d  i n  k a t o n a h ,  n y

f r e e  s h u t t l e  f r o m  t h e  k a t o n a h  t r a i n  s t a t i o n

Market Report (May)

New Listings

Closed Sales

Days on Market

Median Price

% List Received

Inventory

New Listings

Closed Sales

Days on Market

Median Price

% List Received

Inventory

New Listings

Closed Sales

Days on Market

Median Price

% List Received

Inventory

17

10

57

$525,000

96.8

45

1

1

62

$229,150

95.5

23

13

10

14

$562,500

95.2

27

17

8

33

$482,850

106.0

37

3

0

—

—

—

8

9

6

81

$727,500

96.4

31

Beacon Homes

Beacon Condos

Philipstown Homes

2023 2024

2023 2024

2023 2024

Source: Hudson Gateway Association of Realtors 
(hgar.com). Philipstown includes Cold Spring, 
Garrison and Nelsonville.

Real Estate

City Council will hear 
feedback at June 17 meeting

By Jeff Simms

The Beacon City Council has sched-
uled public hearings for Monday 
(June 17) on the city’s five-year capi-

tal project pipeline, a law amending regula-
tions for towing illegally parked cars and 
a law governing the use of fire hydrants. 

A fourth hearing, on minimum park-
ing requirements for new developments, 
is expected to be adjourned while city offi-
cials continue work on the proposal. 

The capital program, introduced at 
the May 28 meeting, includes more than 
$29 million in equipment purchases and 
upgrades and construction projects antic-
ipated from 2025 to 2029. According to 
the city charter, a five-year plan must be 
approved by the council each year by July 31. 

The city funds its capital projects 
through savings, long-term debt, state and 
federal grants and special accounts, such as 
a recreation fund that developers pay into. 

The council only meets twice a month 
during the summer, so Monday’s meeting 
will include a workshop followed by a regu-
lar meeting. During the workshop, Finance 
Director Susan Tucker will brief the council 
on funding and the debt schedule for capital 
projects, followed by the first public hearing. 

Major expenses scheduled for 2025 
include the purchase of a $1.7 million ladder 
truck for the Fire Department; the addi-
tion of $575,750 to the $230,000 already 
approved to rehab South Avenue Park; $1 
million for repairs to the Melzingah Dam; 
and $1 million to replace a century-old 
water main along Fishkill Avenue from 
Blackburn Avenue to Prospect Street. 

City Administrator Chris White said that 
while the spending is being authorized for 
the ladder truck, there is at least a four-
year wait for one to be manufactured. It 
will replace a nine-year-old truck that has 
been “chronically breaking down,” he said.

The plan also includes estimates for 
projects from 2026 to 2029. In 2026 the 
city anticipates spending $1.4 million to 
construct a water storage tank at the foot of 
Mount Beacon and $2.1 million on upgrades 
at the wastewater treatment plant. 

The reconstruction of the athletic courts 
and parking lot at Seeger Riverfront Park is 
expected to cost $1.6 million in 2027, while 
playground rehab and the installation of 
splash pads at Riverfront and Memorial 
parks will cost $630,000 in 2028. The 
city has $5.3 million slated to establish a 
community center in 2029. 

At the second public hearing on Monday, 
the council will hear feedback on amend-
ments to regulations for removing illegally 
parked cars. The law would require owners 
of private lots with five or more parking 
spaces to display signs warning that ille-
gally parked vehicles are subject to towing. 
“Booting,” or immobilizing vehicles, would 

be prohibited. 
Towing companies would have to be regis-

tered with the city and could only charge a 
fee established by the city administrator in 
consultation with the police chief. The fee 
would be published on the city website. 

Only the parking lot owner would be 
permitted to have a vehicle towed, and the 
towing company would have to alert the 
Police Department before removing a vehicle. 

The third hearing will be on a law requir-
ing written authorization from the city 
to open public or private fire hydrants. A 
permit to open a hydrant would only be 
issued in special circumstances, such as 
when a property is under construction 
and sufficient water is not available. There 
would be a fee to open a hydrant as well as a 
meter to measure the amount of water used.

A permit would also be required before 
the installation of a private hydrant (there 
are about 65 in Beacon now), which would 
have to be inspected annually.

Beacon Hearings Set for  
Capital Projects, New Laws
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Book the Ultimate  
Eyewear Experience

LUXE OPTIQUE

SCAN OR VISIT
LUXEOPTIQUE.COM/EXPERIENCE FOR

1 FREE
EYE EXAM

$50 OFF
EYEWEAR
AND

OFFER ENDS 7/15/24
EXCLUSIONS APPLY

Discover the most unique eyewear
around the world all in one place.

ANNE ET VALENTIN
HUDSON, NY
JUNE 14TH

12 PM - 6 PM

UPCOMING TRUNK SHOWS

BEACON, NY
JUNE 15TH

12 PM - 6 PM

The Garrison School
Jazz-Rock Ensemble

directed by Jeff Barone

Saturday, June 22, 2024
2 PM

Free - donations accepted

featuring
a select group of Garrison Middle School students 

who are interested in performing both jazz and popular music

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church • Corner of 9D & Main Street • Cold Spring, NY

who in 2016 challenged then-Assembly 
Member Sandy Galef, a Democrat whose 
district included Philipstown, for her seat. 
According to a LinkedIn profile, Purdy Jr. 
managed his father’s campaign.

Purdy-Schwartz was recorded at the 
Capitol confronting police officers with 
Purdy Jr., according to an FBI complaint, 
but has not been charged.

The jury on Tuesday found Purdy Jr. 
guilty of three counts of obstructing offi-
cers during civil disorder; two counts of 
assaulting, resisting or impeding officers; 
and two counts of engaging in violence in 
a restricted building or grounds. 

He was also found guilty of obstructing 
an official proceeding; entering and remain-
ing in a restricted building; disorderly and 
disruptive conduct; and parading, demon-
strating or picketing in a Capitol building.

Turner was found guilty of obstructing offi-
cers; assaulting, resisting or impeding offi-
cers; and engaging in violence in a restricted 
building or grounds. He also was found guilty 
of obstructing an official proceeding; enter-
ing and remaining in a restricted build-
ing; disorderly and disruptive conduct; and 
parading, demonstrating or picketing

Matthew Purdy was found guilty of disor-
derly conduct and parading, demonstrating 
or picketing. He was acquitted of entering 
and remaining in a restricted building and 
disorderly and disruptive conduct.

In a court filing after Purdy Jr. was 

arrested in November 2021, the FBI cited 
videos he posted on social media and foot-
age retrieved from body cameras worn 
by two Metropolitan Police Department 
officers who were confronted outside the 
Capitol at 2 p.m. by Purdy Jr. and Purdy-
Schwartz, about 20 minutes before the 
House and Senate chambers were evacu-
ated. According to the FBI, Purdy Jr. told the 
officers, “You gotta let us by,” and his father 
said, “You’re going to make a decision… .”

Purdy Jr. later posted to Instagram, accord-
ing to the criminal complaint: “Inside the 
capital getting tear gassed! My eyes and skin 
still are irritated! Wasn’t as bad as I thought 
it would be.” He promised to post more foot-
age with his brother and uncle from inside 
the Capitol and to explain “how I got out of 
it with no charges and nothing on my record 
and got out of DC without being in a jail cell.”

According to the FBI, Purdy Jr. wrote: 
“Our country is in major trouble! Our 

government doesn’t listen to its own laws. 
Today was about taking our democracy 
back. We have undisputed proof of major 
voter fraud … yes, undisputable! And we 
have been denied the proper court proceed-
ing and special counsel. When they don’t 
follow the rule of the land then we have to 
send them a message!”

Purdy Jr.’s LinkedIn profile says he stud-
ied briefly at Liberty University, a private 
evangelical university in Virginia, and in 
2018 founded a marketing firm, Once Upon 
a Time.

The brothers and Turner have been free 
on bond since their arrests. After dropping 
their court-appointed counsel, the men 
hired Melissa Isaak, an Alabama attorney 
who specializes in representing men in 
divorces. On March 20, Purdy Jr. and Turner 
hired Dylan Barket, a Miami-based lawyer.

At least 10 area men have been charged 
in connection to Jan. 6. Three Putnam resi-

dents pleaded guilty to entering the Capi-
tol, one former Newburgh resident received 
a 4½-year sentence and a Pawling resident 
was given a 30-day sentence. Here is the 
status of three outstanding cases:

William Pepe, Beacon
Prosecutors allege Pepe, who was arrested 

six days after the riot, was among the 
members of the far-right Proud Boys who 
coordinated travel and lodging and, using 
earpieces and radios to communicate, 
dismantled barriers and broke windows. 
Following his arrest, Pepe was fired from 
his job at Metro-North in Brewster. He was 
indicted on four counts, including conspir-
acy; assaulting, resisting or impeding offi-
cers; and aiding and abetting.

Pepe, who has pleaded not guilty, is repre-
sented by John Pierce, a California lawyer 
who in 2021 founded the National Consti-
tutional Law Union, which he describes as 
“the answer to the useless and radically 
leftist American Civil Liberties Union.” 
Pierce has refuted the accusations against 
his client as a “giant conspiracy theory” 
and accused prosecutors of “campaigning 
for the Democrat Party.” A bench trial is 
scheduled for Aug. 20.

Christopher Finney,  
Hopewell Junction

Finney was arrested Feb. 8 and charged 
with two felonies and five misdemeanors, 

Jan. 6 (from Page 1)

Robert Turner Christopher Finney

(Continued on Page 7)
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BEACON'S SECOND ANNUAL

JUNETEENTH
RIVERFRONT FESTIVAL

Pete & Toshi Seeger Riverfront Park Beacon, NY

(Raindate Sunday 6.23.24)This Wednesday! 6.19.24 11am-5pm

MUSIC | FOOD | DANCE | VENDORS | MORE!
Bring your picnic blankets, lawn chairs, aunties and appetites for this FREE

COMMUNITY EVENT! FREE PARKING available at the Beacon Metro-North Train Station

Photos by Alison Bogart - Beacon 2023 Juneteenth Riverfront Festival

according to an FBI news release.
According to the agency, Finney was 

recorded saying: “We’re storming the 
Capitol right now. We just broke over the 
fence.” He was among the rioters push-
ing against a police line in a tunnel on 
the grounds, the FBI said. His next court 
appearance is scheduled for July 23.

Edward “Jake” Lang, Newburgh
Lang was arrested 10 days after the riot. 

According to the FBI, he can be seen in the 
crowd striking officers’ shields with a bat.

In July, Lang petitioned the U.S. Supreme 
Court, challenging the charge of “obstruct-
ing, influencing or impeding an official 
proceeding,” which carries a sentence of 
up to 20 years. He argued that the law only 
applies to destroying documents or other 
evidence. A jury trial has been scheduled 
for September but the judge is waiting for 
the Supreme Court decision.

Lang, who is incarcerated in Brooklyn, 
has made repeated motions to be released 
on bond. Federal prosecutors replied most 
recently on June 7, citing jailhouse rules 
violations, such as an incident in April in 
which Lang allegedly used deception to 
call his girlfriend from jail and instruct 
her how to solicit donations from his 
online “followers” and during which he 
recorded a statement to share with conser-
vative internet host Lou Dobbs, who has 
described Lang as a “political prisoner.”

are severe,” Ramat said, citing eating 
disorders, depression, anxiety and body 
dysmorphia as conditions all potentially 
exacerbated by online culture. “The social 
media algorithms lead you down these 
roads, and it’s very disturbing how fast it 
goes,” she said. 

Ramat said she and her husband don’t 
plan to give their son a smartphone until 
his mid-teen years. In the interim, they’re 
considering a phone without internet 
access or a device like an Apple Watch that 
he can use for basic communications. 

Other schools in the region, both public 
and private, have adopted or are close to 
instituting no-phone policies. 

Haldane High School last year intro-
duced “No-Cell Motels” — repurposed 
shoe organizers in which students place 
their phones during class. One school year 
into the policy, “there are fewer distrac-
tions and the bathroom breaks are much 
shorter,” said Tom Virgadamo, the presi-
dent of the Haldane teachers’ union. 

The private Manitou School in Philip-
stown and Hudson Hills Academy in Beacon 
have also banned phones in class. The Kings-
ton school board is considering a proposal 
requiring middle school and high school 
students to leave their phones in locked bags, 
while the Newburgh school board agreed 
last fall to a deal with Yondr, a company that 
manufactures locking phone pouches. 

Something like a Yondr pouch in Beacon 
would free teachers of the burden of polic-
ing for phones while instructing, Ramat 
said. It would also restore face-to-face time, 
or “the precious childhood time of connect-
ing and building relationships,” during 
lunch, recess and in the hall, she said. 

John Drew, a Beacon resident who is a 
digital media professor at Adelphi Univer-
sity in Long Island, also spoke to the school 
board in April. He said Wednesday that, 
even at the college level, many students 
believe they need access to their phones 
at all times. “It almost makes it sad to be 
a teacher, because the devices are more 
powerful than any teaching strategy I can 
come up with,” he said. 

Drew empathizes with his daughter, who 
will also enter Rombout in the fall, because 
so many of her friends have phones. “It’s 
impossible for her to not want to have 
the access that her friends have” to social 
media and the internet, he said. 

While a 2020 survey by the National 
Center for Education Statistics showed that 
more than 75 percent of schools nation-

wide have banned cellphones except for 
academic use, Sarah Jaafar, a Beacon High 
School junior who is a student adviser to 
the school board, offered counterpoints 
during the April meeting. 

If the district implements further 
restrictions, it should start with younger 
students, “so when students go into the 
high school they’re using the phone more 
as a tool than a plaything during classes,” 
she said. 

Jaafar also explained that she drives 
other students to and from school every 
day and often needs to communicate with 
them after classes have begun. “I need to 
know who’s coming with me, who’s staying 
after,” she said. “If I’m staying after, I need 
to let them know ahead of time, so they can 
find a ride.”

She also raised the issue of emergencies. 
“What if there’s an emergency at home that 
I need to be told of immediately? I need to 
be able to get that text from my parents,” 
Jaafar said. “I agree there are a lot of nega-
tive impacts but it’s not a one-size-fits-all 
type of thing.”

Cellphones (from Page 1)

Community Nursery School and Learning Center

Now accepting applications for the Sept. -Dec. 2024 school term.

Visit our website at www.cnscoldspring.com and/or 
Email us at: communitynurseryschoolcs50@gmail.com

NOW OFFERING AFTER-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS!

The Happiest Place in Town!

(Continued from Page 6)
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Buffalo State University
Elliot Moreno, Beacon

Champlain College (VT)

Thomas Rockett, Cold Spring

Coastal Carolina University  
(SC)

Kate Jordan, Garrison

College of Charleston
Anna Rowe, Garrison

College of the Holy Cross (MA)

Liam Marrinan, Cold Spring

Elms College (MA)

Jesse Hagen, Cold Spring

Emerson College (MA)

Grace DiNatale, Cold Spring

Hartwick College
Colin August, Garrison

Hofstra University
Jacob DiNobile, Beacon

Hudson Valley Community 
College
Emily Azznara, Cold Spring

Pace University
Kat Buslovich, Cold Spring

Purchase College
Jeremiah Gaines, Garrison

Audrey Lewis, Beacon

Kaelin Martin, Garrison

Colin Waldron, Garrison

Rochester Institute of 
Technology
Shane Green, Beacon

Ysabel Heath, Beacon

Nuriya May, Beacon

Roger Williams University  
(RI)

Jack Marino, Beacon

Reily Mowen, Beacon

Sienna College
Nicole Carlucci, Garrison

Jaeda Green, Beacon

Mary Mikalsen, Cold Spring

Lindsay Otero, Beacon

Kaelyn Powlis, Cold Spring

William Sniffen, Cold Spring

Southern NH University
Heidi Bernhart, Beacon

Bethany Comstock, Beacon

Alexis Tolliver, Garrison

Springfield College (MA)

Michael Lepere, Beacon

SUNY Canton
Thomas Coulter, Beacon

Tara Losi, Beacon

Andrew Lukan, Beacon

Krystal Stewart, Cold Spring

Matthew Woods, Cold Spring

SUNY Cortland
Jason Callaway, Beacon

Alexandra Ferreira, Cold Spring

Bianca Harmancin, Cold Spring

Evan Kumar, Beacon

Miles McCabe, Beacon

Taylor Meeuwisse, Beacon

Giulia O’Connell, Garrison

SUNY Delhi
Owen Browne, Beacon

Corey Murray, Beacon

SUNY Geneseo
John Kisslinger, Cold Spring

SUNY Morrisville
Donald Bowles, Beacon

George Pinkhardt, Beacon

SUNY New Paltz
Hanna Alfieri, Beacon

Juliette Barkman, Cold Spring

Rebekah Ciancanelli, Beacon

Antoinette De Martine,  

  Cold Spring

Erika DeHaas, Beacon

Thyra Eysselinck, Cold Spring

Joanna Goldshine, Cold Spring

Mason Kennedy, Beacon

Liliana Kershner, Beacon

Andrew Kubik, Cold Spring

Jessica Mackin, Cold Spring

Kaydi McInerney, Garrison

Ava Muscat, Beacon

Nevaeh Panko, Beacon

Quinn Seetoo, Garrison

Mason Sharpley, Cold Spring

John Urban Quezada, Beacon

Sofia Viggiano, Cold Spring

SUNY Oneonta
Claire Derrenbacher, Beacon

SUNY Orange
Sofia Hockler, Beacon

Sandra Roldan, Beacon

Myrna Tangar, Beacon

SUNY Potsdam
Rowan Parsaca, Beacon

Tennessee Tech University
Christopher Shenton, Garrison

The Citadel (SC)

Caleb Wilson, Beacon

Tufts University
Shepard Rodgers, Beacon

University at Albany
Damon Angelo, Beacon

Jill Cox, Garrison

Erik Greiner, Garrison

Elijah McKible, Beacon

Jessica Pavone, Beacon

Thomas Rapp, Beacon

Allison Varian, Beacon

University of Alabama
Ada McBride, Cold Spring

University at Buffalo
Jordan Albertson, Garrison

Kate Bolte, Cold Spring

Isley Gebman, Beacon

Delaney Horan, Garrison

Rachel Iavicoli, Garrison

Hayden Mayer, Garrison

Brennan Spruck, Cold Spring

University of Hartford
Allyson Correllus, Beacon

Demya Elliott, Beacon

University of  
New Hampshire
Matthew McCoy, Cold Spring

University of Rhode Island
April DiBrita, Beacon

University of Richmond
Gaetano Cervone, Garrison

Wofford College (SC)

Brooke Sayre, Garrison

All 2024 High School and College Graduates  
in Philipstown and Beacon will receive

a free FRIEND membership to The Current
to help you stay connected to all that  
is happening in your hometown.

Just sign up at:

highlandscurrent.org/gradgift
Then every Friday for the next 12 months you’ll  
have a new digital Current in your inbox.

Questions? Email:

membership@highlandscurrent.org

GRADUATES,
The Current
HAS A GIFT FOR YOU

May 3, 2024  

 

Support our nonprofit: highlandscurrent.org/join

Reader-Funded News for Philipstown and Beacon

NYPA Newspaper of the Year

By Jeff Simms

B ob Mitchell, the Albany County architect who designed the new consoli-dated Beacon fire station, corrected me 

when we spoke over Zoom this week. I had toured the under-construction station on April 26 and remarked that I was impressed with the facil-ity’s many bells and whistles.

HAPPY 90! — Alvin Bell, a longtime Beacon resident and barber, was feted for his 90th birthday on April 26 at the Ebenezer 

Baptist Church in Poughkeepsie. The party, organized by his son, Alvin Jr., included performances by the Glory Boys of Jersey 

City, the Gospel Legends from South Carolina and the Rainbow Singers and the New Stars of Harmony from Poughkeepsie. Bell 

retired in 2022 after a fire destroyed his Main Street shop. For more photos, see highlandscurrent.org.  Photo by Ross Corsair

Putnam to  Settle with Crash Victim
Philipstown landscaper, speeding deputy collidedBy Leonard Sparks

P utnam County is poised to approve a 
$775,000 settlement with a Philips- 
town landscaper severely injured in 

a May 2021 crash when a sheriff’s deputy 
crossed the double yellow lines on Route 
301 while speeding to a non-emergency call.

The Legislature’s Audit Committee on 
Monday (April 29) approved a resolution 
authorizing the settlement with Marc 
Manzoeillo, who owns Marc’s Landscap-
ing and Outdoor Living in Cold Spring. He 
suffered a broken shoulder, head and back 
lacerations, a concussion and left hip and 
right ankle injuries when he was ejected 
from his Ford dump truck after the colli-

Beacon Schools: 4 Candidates  for 3 Seats
Voters will also weigh budget, capital projectBy Jeff Simms

F our candidates filed nominating peti-tions this week to run for three open seats on the Beacon school board, 
creating the first contested race since 2018. 

Flora Stadler, the vice president, is seek-
ing her third, three-year term on the nine-
member board. She will be joined on the 
May 21 ballot by newcomers Chris Lewine, 
LaVonne McNair and Meg Phillips. Two of the open seats are held by Stadler 

and Yunice Heath, who announced in 
February that she would not run for 
re-election. A third seat was vacated last 
year by John Galloway Jr., who resigned. 

Lewine, a former high school principal 
and math teacher, is the chief of data strat-
egy and product innovation for Connecti-
cut RISE Network. McNair is an analyst 
with Carrington Mortgage Services and 
a board member of I Am Beacon. Phillips 
has a master’s degree in English and a 

(Continued on Page 11)

(Continued on Page 7)

Ex-Stonecrop Employee Accused of Filming GirlsCharged with installing cameras in a restroom
By Chip Rowe

A former Stonecrop Gardens employee was arrested on April 18 and accused of secretly film-
ing girls in 2018 and 2019 as they used a 
public restroom. A criminal complaint filed in federal 

court accuses John Towers, 54, of Mahopac, 
of making more than 800 hidden-camera 
videos that also captured women inside 
stalls as they used the toilet.The complaint describes the scene of 

the alleged crimes only as a “privately 
owned, public park in Putnam County” and 
states that Towers had worked there for 20 
years, since 2004. A Facebook profile for John (Continued on Page 7)

NEWSPAPER

NYPA

of the 
 year X3

see Page 5

Reporter’s Notebook

A Highly Functional Firehouse

(Continued on Page 21)

The exterior was designed to present the firehouse as a gateway to the city. Photo by Una Hoppe 

Gas Prices

U.S. New York Local

Month ago

Year ago

$3.46 
$3.62 

$3.59 

$3.61
$3.72 

$3.69

$3.67 
$3.76 

$3.74

Source: gasprices.aaa.com, as of June 13. Prices are average per gallon for regular.

College Dean’s Lists
These local students were named to their college or  
university dean’s lists during the 2023-24 academic year.

JOEY AND ANDREW

Book your appointments at barberandbrew.com

Welcomes 
Two Top New York City Barbers

Welcome them to Cold Spring!

Joey has 17 years’ 
experience cutting men’s 
hair in Manhattan and 
Bergen County, NJ.

Andrew, a top-notch 
women’s hair stylist, worked 
with Richard at Bumble & 
Bumble for many years.
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Home of the Highlands Choral Society
HIGHLANDS  CHAPEL

216 MAIN STREET COLD SPRING, NY

HIGHLANDSCHAPEL.ORG

JUNE 16 @ 11:00 AM
FOR WORSHIP
REFLECTION 
& SONG

THIS SUNDAY:

The Highlands Choral Society is a nonprofit 
organization offering nondenominational  

services and community.

IRENE O’GARDEN

June 23 Martha Elder 
June 30 Fourth of July Service 

GLAD  
TO BE
HUMAN

“

”

PRINTMAKERS

FINE ART
PRINTING
SCANNING

LARGE FORMAT

HUDSON VALLEY’S
ARCHIVAL PRINTING

SINCE 1997

PICTURE FRAMING
print & map gallery

845-809-5174

31 STEPHANIE LANE
COLD SPRING, NY

www.thehighlandstudio.com

HIGHLAND STUDIO

when the fees took effect, and May 20. 
“It’s revenue we’re not going to have and 

it will have budget impacts,” said Mayor 
Kathleen Foley. “It could be new employees, 
it could be services. It’s going to be painful.”

The decision on Wednesday followed 
a discussion at the board’s June 5 meet-
ing in which a contingent of Main Street 
merchants asked for lower fees and longer 
limits, saying the meters were affecting 
their bottom line and frustrating custom-
ers, especially those who received tickets. 

Foley noted that the debate over parking 
fees had been going on for decades, citing 
a 1989 profile of Cold Spring in The New 
York Times that alluded to the possibility 
of meters and resident permits.

Foley said that, in public sessions held 
while the parking program was being 
developed, the board made clear its intent 
to reduce traffic density, increase visitor 
use of public transportation and encourage 
parking in the municipal and Metro-North 
lots while preserving resident parking and 
village character.

Foley said parking fees allow the village 
to offset the cost of tourism. Village resi-
dents bear that expense because Putnam 
County doesn’t share sales tax revenue with 
its municipalities, she said. 

The Main Street meters, between Depot 
Square and Route 9D, are enforced from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. The municipal lots are enforced at 
all times. Residents can obtain permits to 
park on most sections of side streets. 

In a letter dated May 1, 36 merchants 
asked for lower fees and higher limits. They 
also asked the board to consider employee 
permits and motorcycle spaces. 

Robert Le Blanc, owner of The Shoppes at 
103 Main St., said at the June 5 meeting that 
the welcoming atmosphere Cold Spring has 
built over the years was being lost because 
of the meters. “People who received a $75 
ticket will probably never return,” he said, 
expressing concern that Cold Spring will 
become known as a “tourist trap.” He urged 
the board to make changes. “Without your 
help, many of us may not survive,” he said. 

Craig Muraszewski, owner of The General 
Store, was critical of parking data shared 
by the board, saying it “missed the human 
element” by dealing only with money. “What 
we’re hearing is the discomfort, the anger 
from people who just got a $75 parking ticket.” 

Doug Price, owner of Doug’s Pretty 
Good Pub, complained that from Monday 
through Thursday, when meters are not in 
use, cars park all day on Main Street, which 
he said keeps him from opening for lunch. 
He also called for improved signage that 
explains the parking requirements. 

Erin Murphy, owner of Reservoir, said 
her business was down 30 percent in April 
and May. She said Fridays have been the 
worst and called the slowdown in visitors 
to her shop after 3 p.m. “shocking.” 

Murphy said she moved to Cold Spring 
because of its charm, beauty and vibrant 
Main Street. “It takes a long time to build 
what Cold Spring created here but it takes just 
moments to ruin it,” she said. “Once people 
have a bad taste in their mouth they can find 

another village; they won’t come back.”
While Main Street business owners 

expressed concern, not everyone was 
negative about parking restrictions. Dan 
Valentine, who lives on Garden Street, was 
one of three residents who commented on 
the effectiveness of the resident permit 
program, which largely prohibits visitors 
from parking on side streets on weekends.

Before the permits, he said, it was not 
unusual for commuters to park in front of 
his house from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. or for others 
to leave their vehicles for up to two weeks 
when going to the airport. 

“Now when we come home, there is actu-
ally a place where we can park near our 
house,” he said.

Valentine, who served on the Parking 
Committee, said he felt $4 per hour was too 
high but added that the time limit on meters 
discourages hikers from parking on Main 
Street for the day as they have in the past. 

Trustee Eliza Starbuck, who did much of 
the leg work to implement the parking plan, 
said on June 5 that the most common model 
in other communities includes parking fees 
between 50 cents and $2 per hour, enforced 
seven days a week. 

The Parking Committee had recom-
mended meters be activated only on week-
ends with residential parking restrictions 
in effect daily, she said. “We took that, and 
it evolved through our board process and 
revenue meetings,” Starbuck said. 

“That’s scary when it’s affecting your 
business,” said Starbuck, who owns Flow-
ercup Wine on Main Street. “Some changes 

are easier to make than others.”
“This puts us in a tough position; we 

have a budget with budget goals,” includ-
ing parking fees, said Trustee Laura Bozzi. 
“What are the options, creative solutions, 
other than changing the fees?” 

Foley said the board made its best guess 
regarding revenue from fees, knowing that 
changes might have to be made. “We just 
have to find the change that’s workable 
across the board,” the mayor said, suggest-
ing that financial modeling be done to show 
the impact of various price points. 

“The trustees and merchants are aligned 
on many achievable next steps,” Foley wrote 
in an email to The Current on June 6. “On 
our end, we need to run numbers and iden-
tify options for rate adjustments that make 
sense for Main Street and the village budget.”

In other business ...

 ¢ The board agreed to a fire protection 
agreement with the Village of Nelsonville 
for services provided by the Cold Spring 
Fire Co.

 ¢ The board approved an agreement with 
Philipstown for food scrap collection.

 ¢ Gentech LTD was hired to repair the 
fire company’s backup generator.

 ¢ Arthur Mendoza and Daniel Maldonado 
were hired as police officers.

 ¢ Jeff Phillips Jr. resigned from the Road-
ways and Facilities Department; David 
Capobianco was hired for $20 per hour. 

Leonard Sparks contributed reporting.

Parking (from Page 1)Parking Meter Data

200 free Metro-North  
spaces on weekends

155 resident permit spaces; 
254 permits issued to date

37 metered spaces at the  
Fair Street municipal lot

80 metered spaces on Main 
Street, including three ADA

36 free “winter lot” spaces 
on Kemble and The Blvd

82 free spaces on  
side streets

How Much Parking?

Revenue (through May 20)

Main Street meters:  

$28,994
Friday average: $686  
Saturday: $1,927 
Sunday: $1,528

Fair Street Lot:  

$7,560 (total)

Meter and permit revenue represented  
8 percent of general revenue

one time  
(90 percent)

Frequency

4,439
How many times individual vehicles  
used the meters

two  
times

375
four  

times

20
five  

times

6
six  

times

4

Source: Village of Cold Spring  

Main Street

Fair Street lot

Payment Method

84% 16%

55% 45%

= ParkMobile app = kiosk
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A R O U N D  T O W N

ONE GIGANTIC  
TURNIP — Students 
at the Foundry 
Montessori school in 
Cold Spring on June 
4 portrayed a farmer, 
his wife and various 
livestock in a parable 
based on a Russian 
folktale about the value 
of working together. 
For more photos, see 
highlandscurrent.org. 
 Photo by Ross Corsair

NICHOLAS KRISTOF — 
The New York Times 
columnist and two-time 
Pulitzer winner spoke 
about his new memoir, 
Chasing Hope, during 
a sold-out benefit for 
The Current on June 
8 at the Garrison 
Institute. The topics 
ranged from farming 
to reporting on global 
conflicts to having civil 
discourse with people 
you disagree with to 
the importance of 
community journalism. 
 Photo by Ross Corsair

LIFESAVER — Capt. Jonathan 
Shields, a Cold Spring resident 
who serves with Ladder 
Company 42 of the New York 
Fire Department, was honored 
on June 5 with the inaugural 
Battalion Chief Thomas J. Neary 
Medal for distinguished service 
in Harlem and the Bronx for 
saving three people on Dec. 
31 from an apartment building 
fire. He is shown with Fire 
Commissioner Laura Kavanagh 
and Chief John Hodgens. Twenty-
five years ago this month, 
Shields was awarded the Walter 
Scott Medal for saving a life (see 
Page 17).  NYFD photo
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The Calendar

Jog Blues ensemble will 
demonstrate at Magazzino
By Marc Ferris

An eight-piece band with sitar and 
electric guitar that plays a mélange 
of jazz and Indian classical music 

should make strange bedfellows, yet both 
genres revere improvisation and share at 
least 60 years of intermingling.

On Saturday (June 15), the Jog Blues 
ensemble, which mashes the musical forms 
together and has performed at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art and the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine, will tour spiritual 
horizons and multifaceted musical avenues 
at Magazzino Italian Art in Philipstown.

The group emerged in 2013 after Jona-
than Rose, chair of the Garrison Institute, a 
retreat center that he describes as a “think-
and-do tank,” met Dr. Siddhartha Mukher-
jee, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 
The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography 
of Cancer, at a party.

The conversation turned to the theoreti-
cal crossover between jazz and ragas, a key 
component of Hindu-based Indian classical 
music that provides a framework for solo-
ing, similar to repeated sequences of chord 
progressions in a jazz or blues song.

“Jog is a midnight raga whose notes corre-
spond with the blues scale,” the foundation 
of jazz, says Rose. “Ragas are related to 
times of the day, like a contemplative sunrise 
or a bright piece for a sunny afternoon. Each 
one has a different feel that colors the mind.”

Long a fan of free-wheeling experimen-
tation, Rose in 1979 founded Gramavision 
Records, which focused on avant-garde 
artists like guitarist John Scofield, opera 
composer Anthony Davis, saxophone inno-
vator Oliver Lake, contemporary classical 
unit Kronos Quartet and the jazz-funky 
fusion trio Medeski Martin & Wood.

“Jog Blues is certainly not the first to 
fuse jazz and Indian classical music,” says 
Rose, pointing to My Goal’s Beyond, a 1971 
album from John McLaughlin that incorpo-
rates tabla drums and the tanpura, a drone 
instrument with four strings. “Indian 
drones, or an electric-guitar simulation of 
them, have infiltrated Western pop music 
since The Byrds and the Beatles.”

Sitar star Ravi Shankar influenced jazz 
saxophone icon John Coltrane, taught 
George Harrison how to play the multi-
stringed instrument and released the 
album West Meets East in 1967 with classi-
cal violinist Yehudi Menuhin. 

That same year, Shankar performed at the 
Monterey International Pop Festival. A live 
album culled from the set reached No. 43 on 
the pop charts. He also played at Woodstock.

After tinkering with various personnel, 
Rose and Mukherjee decided to counterbal-

ance the sitar and tabla with guitar, bass 
and drums — the key building blocks of an 
electrified blues band.

Mukherjee’s vocals provide additional 
color. Cellist Jake Charkey is trained in West-
ern and Indian music. Andy Biskin, who adds 
jazzy brush strokes on clarinet and bass clari-
net, worked with folklorist Alan Lomax. At 
the Saturday show, the group plans to play a 
historic American religious song.

Rose, who plays bass and harmonica, has 
jammed with electric guitarist Joel Blues-
tein since college. “We look at each other 
and know what we’re going to play,” he says.

Sitarist Abhik Bhai performs with Brook-
lyn Raga Massive, a collective that blends 
the amorphous Indian classical approach 
with styles from jazz to world music.

For thousands of years, the Indian idiom 
existed as “a mixed tradition that absorbed 
everything, including Muslim influences,” 
says Mukherjee.

He showcases its diversity by presenting the 
Sufi mystical style known as Qawwali, whose 
most famous practitioner, the late Nusrat 
Fateh Ali Khan, worked with Peter Gabriel.

Unlike jazz, where several soloists take 
turns, the historic Indian musical canon is 
almost always performed in a dueling duet 
with a melodic instrument and tabla, says 
Mukherjee.

Naren Budhkar, who plays tabla, is the 
current go-to for La Monte Young, an influ-
ential figure in New York City’s minimalist 
music scene since 1960 who also recorded 
with Gramavision.

Though jazz drummers beat their 
cymbals and drums with a stick, tabla 
players almost massage the drumheads 
with their hands, pressing inward to vary 
pitch and tone. The lurching, cyclical beats 
sound like a soothing, gurgling water flow.

Pheeroan akLaff brings extensive expe-
rience playing experimental music and 
knows how to blend in on drums rather 
than bash away. Also an alumnus of Gram-
avision, he led a session for the album Fits 
Like a Glove (1983) and recorded with 
Anthony Davis and Oliver Lake.

Post-Woodstock, Ravi Shankar expressed 
revulsion after realizing that many Amer-
ican fans sought to achieve a spiritual 
awakening by listening to his music and 
mind-surfing on drugs.

The intent on Saturday, says Rose, 
is to channel the divine — sans far-out 
substances (unless you count beer, wine 
and prosecco): “Our sets are designed to 
take people on a contemplative mind- and 
heart-opening journey.”

Magazzino is located at 2700 Route 9 in 
Philipstown. The concert begins at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are available at magazzino.art for 
$25 ($20 for seniors and local residents, $5 
for children and students).

Where Jazz and  
Ragas Meet

Jog Blues most recently performed at Magazzino in 2022. Photos by Alexa Hoyer/Magazzino

Jog is a midnight raga whose notes 
correspond with the blues scale. 

Ragas are related to times of the day, like a 
contemplative sunrise or a bright piece for 
a sunny afternoon. Each one has a different 
feel that colors the mind.

~ Jonathan Rose, chair of the Garrison Institute
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 COMMUNITY

SAT 15
Putnam Culture Fest 
CARMEL
11:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Memorial Park
201 Gipsy Trail Road 
bit.ly/culture-fest-24

The festival will feature performers 
from Westchester Circus Arts, as 
well as music and food trucks.

SAT 15
Family Pride
BEACON
1 – 5 p.m. The Yard | 4 Hanna Lane 
facebook.com/BeaconLGBTQ

Celebrate Pride Month with 
music, dancing and food. A Queer 
Dance Party will follow at 6 p.m. 

WED 19
Juneteenth Festival
BEACON
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Riverfront Park
2 Red Flynn Drive 
facebook.com/beacon4blacklives

This annual celebration of Black 
culture will include live music, 
spoken word and poetry, food trucks 
and vendors. Rain date: SAT 23.

FRI 21
Beacon Flow
BEACON
4 – 9 p.m. Riverfront Park
2 Red Flynn Drive 
bit.ly/beaconflow2024

The solstice celebration will 
feature live music and sessions 
with wellness practitioners. At 
sunset, bassist and composer Dassi 
Rosenkrantz will perform music from 
her latest album, Order of the Flow.

SAT 22
Food Justice is Liberation
BEACON
5 – 11:30 p.m. The Yard
4 Hanna Lane | givebutter.com/a67axM

This benefit for Beacon Community 
Kitchen and the Learning Farm 
of Ithaca will honor abolitionist 
John Brown and five Black men 
who participated in his 1859 raid. 
It will include dinner, live music by 
Magpie, a dance performance by 
Psi Fire and a meet-and-greet with 
actor Danny Glover. Cost: $50+ 

 STAGE & SCREEN

SAT 15
I Am My Own Wife 
PEEKSKILL 
3 p.m. Museum of Contemporary Art
1701 E. Main St. 
studiotheaterinexile.com 

Doug Wright’s one-person play, 
starring Thomas Kramer, is based 
on the recollections of a German 
transgender woman who “survived 
the Nazis and the Stasi in a dress.” 
Also SUN 16, SAT 22, SUN 23. Cost: 
$25 ($20 students, seniors, members) 

SAT 15
Glass Ceiling Breakers
GARRISON
7:30 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre 
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
philipstowndepottheatre.org

Theatre Revolution is hosting its 
fourth annual festival of short plays 
and films by women. Also SUN 16. 
Cost: $25 

 

SAT 15
Colin Mochrie &  
Brad Sherwood 
PEEKSKILL
7:30 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The duo from Who’s Line Is It 
Anyway? will turn audience sugges-
tions into comedy. Cost: $55 to $75 

FRI 21
Alan Cumming
PEEKSKILL
7:30 p.m. Paramount Hudson Valley
1008 Brown St. | 914-739-0039
paramounthudsonvalley.com

The actor and singer will perform 
Uncut, his cabaret show. Cost: $72 
to $92 

FRI 21
Everybody’s Talking 
About Jamie
GARRISON
7:30 p.m. Philipstown Depot Theatre 
10 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3900
philipstowndepottheatre.org

Cinema Depot will screen the 
2021 film, which is based on the 
musical about a 16-year-old gay 
student exploring drag. Cost: $15

 TALKS & TOURS

SAT 15
Garden Tours 
BEACON
11 a.m. & 1 p.m. Mount Gulian 
145 Sterling St. | mountgulian.org

Learn about the horticultural 
history of gardens originally tended 
by James F. Brown, a formerly 
enslaved person. Also SUN 16. Cost: 
$14 ($12 seniors, $8 ages 6 to 18, free 
for members and ages 6 and younger) 

SAT 15
Tree Walk 
BEACON
11 a.m. Hiddenbrooke Park
27 Hiddenbrook Drive

Arborist Paul McWalter will identify 
trees and plants and share interesting 
facts. Rain date: SUN 16. Free 

SAT 15
Secret Gardens Tour
BEACON
12:30 – 3:30 p.m. Various

The Tioronda Garden Club is 
hosting this self-guided tour. Rain 
date: SUN 16. Email fullergeri@
yahoo.com for tickets. Cost: $20

FRI 21
Stone Structures
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Putnam History Museum 
63 Chestnut St. 
putnamhistorymuseum.org

Rob Buchanan will discuss his 
research on the historical and 
religious significance of these 
Native American sites in the lower 
Hudson Valley. Attend in person 
or watch via Zoom. On SAT 22, 
Buchanan will lead a hike to stone 
structures in Putnam Valley. Cost: 
$20 ($18 members, $15 virtual) 

 VISUAL ARTS

SAT 15
Wind Breath Water
BEACON
1 – 3 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | howlandculturalcenter.org 

This sound-and-vision exhibit 
will include works by artists of 
Chinese descent. Through Aug. 4. 
A poetry reading is scheduled for 3 
p.m. on SUN 16. 

THURS 20
Reading Circle 
BEACON
6 p.m. BAU Gallery | 506 Main St. 
845-440-7584 | baugallery.org 

Kelly O’Brien, whose exhibit 
A Spell Against Despair is on 
view, will lead a discussion of 
All We Can Save, an anthology 
about the climate movement with 
contributions from 60 women. 

SUN 23
Werner Sun 
GARRISON
2:30 p.m. Garrison Art Center 
23 Garrison’s Landing | 845-424-3960
garrisonartcenter.org

The artist will discuss his work 
on view in Rose Window. 

 LITERARY 

SAT 15
Jason Koo
BEACON
8 p.m. Stanza Books | 508 Main St. 
845-440-3906 | stanzabooks.com

Koo will read his long-form 
poems from No Rest. 

THURS 20
Armchair Travel Escape
COLD SPRING
Noon. Butterfield Library 
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org 

Take a virtual trip to a Caribbean 
island during the kickoff of the 
library’s adult summer reading 
program. 

THURS 20
Lucy Sante
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The author 
will read from 
her memoir, I 
Heard Her Call My 
Name: A Memoir 
of Transition, 
about changing her 
gender identity in her 60s.  

SAT 22
Gwendolyn Bounds
GARRISON
3 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020
desmondfishlibrary.org 

The Philipstown resident will 
discuss her latest book, Not Too 
Late: The Power of Pushing Limits 
at Any Age, which details how she 
became a champion Spartan racer. 
Cali Schweikhart, a fellow racer, 
will join her, and Current reporter 
Brian PJ Cronin will moderate.

SAT 22
Alex DiFrancesco
BEACON
8 p.m. Stanza Books | 508 Main St. 
845-440-3906 | stanzabooks.com

The author will discuss her book, 

Breaking the Curse: A Memoir 
of Trauma, Healing and Italian 
Witchcraft, with Lisa Marie Basile. 

 KIDS & FAMILY

TUES 18
STEAM Stories
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Library | 313 Main St. 
845-831-1134 | beaconlibrary.org 

Elementary school students are 
invited to hear a story about science, 
technology, engineering, arts and 
math, then complete a project. 

FRI 21
Teen Movie Night
COLD SPRING
6:30 p.m. Butterfield Library 
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org 

Students in grades 6 to 12 are 
invited to a screening of The Hunger 
Games (2012). Registration required. 

 NATURE & OUTDOORS

SAT 15
Beneficial Insects 
GARRISON
2 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Learn the roles of insects in a 
healthy yard and make a beehouse. 
Register online. 

SAT 22
Give Your Garden Wings
GARRISON
9 a.m. – Noon. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Master Gardeners and the 
Putnam Pollinator Committee will 
host this open garden to discuss 
plants in the library meadow. 

 MUSIC

SAT 15
Jog Blues
PHILIPSTOWN 
7 p.m. Magazzino 
2700 Route 9 | magazzino.art

The performance will blend jazz, 
blues and Indian classical music. 
See Page 11. Cost: $25 ($20 seniors 
and local residents, $5 students)  

SAT 15
Lisa Gutkin &  
Christina Crowder
PUTNAM VALLEY
7:30 p.m. Tompkins Corners C.C. 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

Gutkin (fiddle, guitar, vocals) 
and Crowder (accordion, banjo) tell 
stories through song. Cost: $20 

SAT 15
Willie Nile
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

In this solo performance, the 
rocker will debut music from a forth-
coming album. Cost: $30 ($35 door) 

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)

For a complete listing of events, see highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Alan Cumming, June 21
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SUN 16
An Afternoon of 
Experimental Music 
BEACON
3 p.m. Analog Diary 
1154 North Ave. | analogdiary.art

Ellery Trafford (percussion) and 
Du.O (violins) will each perform 
to accompany an exhibit by artist 
Beatrice Modisett. 

SUN 16
Oren Fader 
COLD SPRING 
4 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

The guitarist’s program will 
include works by Bach, Dowland, 
Milan, Bogdanovic and Albeniz. 
Donations welcome. Free

SUN 16
Vance Gilbert
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Gilbert and Julie Corbalis will 
play music from his new album, The 
Mother of Trouble. Cost: $30 ($35 door) 

TUES 18
True North Jazz Project
PUTNAM VALLEY
7:30 p.m. Tompkins Corners C.C. 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The band plays bebop, classic 
rock and Klezmer. Cost: $20

FRI 21 
Pride and Resonance
BEACON
7 p.m. Howland Cultural Center 
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Key of Q, a group of LGBTQ and 
allied singers, will perform. Cost: 
$15 donation

FRI 21
Rob Scheps Core-tet
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Chapel Restoration
45 Market St. | chapelrestoration.org

Scheps (saxophone and flute) will 
play with Jim O’Connor (trumpet), 
Jonny King (piano), Cameron 
Brown (bass) and Matt Garrity 
(drums). Cost: $25

SAT 22
Garrison School Jazz-
Rock Ensemble 
COLD SPRING 
2 p.m. St. Mary’s Church
1 Chestnut St. | stmaryscoldspring.com

Enjoy a concert by student 
performers. Donations welcome. Free

SAT 22
Great Blue
PUTNAM VALLEY
7:30 p.m. Tompkins Corners C.C. 
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

Shiri Lawrence and Steve Kaplan 
play eclectic music with guitar and 
mandolin. Cost: $20

SAT 22
The String Revolution
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Grammy-winning guitar 
trio will play its own songs and 
reimagined covers. Michele Gedney 
opens. Cost: $30 ($35 door)

SUN 23
Concert & Sing-a-long
COLD SPRING
3 p.m. First Presbyterian
10 Academy St.

The Dream Choir will sing love 
songs by the Beach Boys, Bee Gees, 
Simon & Garfunkel and Billy Joel, and 
from Broadway. Cost: $10 donation

SUN 23
CompCord Ensemble 
BEACON
6 p.m. Howland Cultural Center 
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

This Composers Concordance 
concert will include music and 
poetry by Degra Kaye, Gene 
Pritsker, Judi Silvano and Charles 
Coleman. Cost: $20 ($10 students)

 CIVIC

SAT 15
Early Voting
CARMEL
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Board of Elections
25 Old Route 6 | putnamboe.com

Anthony Franscone and Mondaire 

Jones, candidates for the 17th 
Congressional District, are competing 
for the Working Families ballot 
line. The vote is open only to party 
members. Daily through SUN 23.

MON 17
City Council
BEACON
7 p.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov

MON 17
School Board
BEACON
7 p.m. Beacon High School
101 Mattewan Road  |  beaconk12.org

The board will host a 
commendations ceremony at 6 p.m.

MON 17
Village Board
NELSONVILLE 
7 p.m. Village Hall | 258 Main St. 
845-265-2500 | nelsonvilleny.gov

TUES 18
School Board
GARRISON
7 p.m. Garrison School | 1100 Route 9D 
845-424-3689 | gufs.org

TUES 18
School Board 
COLD SPRING
7 p.m. Middle School Library 
15 Craigside Drive | 845-265-9254
haldaneschool.org

String Revolution, June 22
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After a pandemic-induced 
pause, BeaconArts has revived 
its bus shelter art program at 
five stops throughout the city.

The project began in 2017 with 
pieces by local artists who 
were given the dimensions of 
two back panels. New artists 
were chosen in 2018 and 
2019 and the artwork replaced 
with funding from the City of 
Beacon and Dutchess Tourism. 
But the shutdown derailed the 
project in 2020, and the 2019 
panels languished. The 2024 
panels — the fourth round — 
were recently installed.

Photos by Darya Golubina

Next Stop: Bus Shelter Art

www.MrCheapeeInc.com

GOT RUBBISH?
10-30 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL SERVICES
DEMOLITON SERVICES

37A Albany Post Rd. Ossining, NY 10562
MrCheapeeInc@aol.com

914-737-0823FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

 

121 Main Street, Cold Spring, New York

Sat.|Sun. 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
BUSTERLEVIGALLERY.COM

JUDITH WILDE
June 7th - June 30th

Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling
75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

HAVE YOUR OWN
BUSINESS CARD
You can advertise your 
business here starting at $24.
For more information, 
email ads@highlandscurrent.org.

"Secret," by Alyssa Follansbee“Bus Stop, Readers,” by David Rich“After the Storm,” by Barbara Smith Gioia

“Papillon,” by Piet Mura “Beacon Diversity,” by Catherine Welshman
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By Joey Asher

When you look at Shaun Acton’s 
huge paintings at Move Cold 
Spring, you know there’s some-

thing in motion. But it’s hard to say what.
“Tipping Point,” which measures 5 feet by 

5 feet, is grayish blues and greens with pink 
and white streaks that look like windblown 
raindrops. Or maybe they’re streaking fire-
flies. Or a meteor shower? The white patch 
in the center could be a cloud or a wave 
breaking over a beach. 

Hard to say.
“I like the viewer to bring to the work 

whatever they’re getting from it,” says 
Acton, who lives in Philipstown. “I like that 
ambiguity and openness.”

He says that people have complimented 
his abstract landscapes, seascapes or space- 
scapes, the “swarms of bees, birds or insects, 
wind patterns. ocean currents, f light 
patterns, galaxies, mathematical equations.”

“It’s fun to guess what story the artist is 
telling,” says Marcie Rummel, a former art 

buyer for New York City ad agencies who 
lives in Nelsonville. “There must be one 
because each work is so focused.”

“Squall” has a silver background and 
streaks of red and orange that could be 
the landing lights from an airplane. But 
if that’s it, why is there a park bench? Or 
maybe that’s a track-meet hurdle. 

Katie MacInnes, who owns the exercise 
and dance studio, said one young boy in a 
Mini-Movers class said “Squall” was shoot-
ing fire, so the class created a dance, “Shoot 
the Fire,” based on that assessment.

Acton’s paintings are part of Move’s Art 
Movement series. The studio at 37 Chestnut 
St. also has shown work by Beacon artist 
Elizabeth Castagna, who uses techniques 
like walking on the canvas with paint-
covered shoes, shooting a water gun or 
hanging unfinished paintings from a tree.

Acton’s process is more conventional: oil 
paint on canvas with a brush. He works on 
several projects simultaneously and says 
each can take a year to finish.

“I like the idea of freezing movement in 

time,” he says, citing as inspiration Leon-
ardo da Vinci’s flying cannonball, in which 
he used dots to outline the trajectory. Acton 
is also inspired by the “pocket drawings” of 
William Anastasi, the New York City concep-
tual artist who gained fame in the 1960s. 

Anastasi would hold a pencil and a piece of 
paper in his pocket and draw while walking 
to work. The graphite scribbles have been 
displayed at the Museum of Modern Art.

Acton has tried various methods to 
capture movement, such as drawing while 
listening to the idiosyncratic electronic 
music of Aphex Twin and “making my little 
staccato marks,” he said.

Growing up in Colorado, Acton won a 
coloring contest at age 5 and took home a 
6-foot version of Ernie, Bert’s buddy from 
Sesame Street. After earning a bachelor of 
fine arts in Denver, he took up printmak-
ing, moved to New York City to “play in the 
big pond” and settled in Brooklyn. For over 
20 years, he has worked as a studio assis-
tant to Pat Steir, the contemporary artist 
known for her Waterfall paintings, which 
feature paint cascading down the canvas.

Acton moved with his family to the Hudson 
Valley during the pandemic and says he loved 
the beauty that inspired the Hudson River 
School painters in the mid-19th century. His 
own work, such as “Big Pink,” is less conven-
tional. It’s a spacescape with celestial swirls 
that represent stars. Or maybe they’re fish.

Shaun Acton’s paintings almost look like something.
He says that’s the point. 

Shaun Acton at Move Photo by J. Asher

The Current is compiling our annual list of 2024 grads 
for the June 21 issue. We will receive lists from Haldane, 
Beacon and O'Neill high schools, but if you are or know a 
high school or college graduate who lives in Philipstown or 
Beacon, drop us a line at editor@highlandscurrent.org 
for recognition. Photos of high school grads are welcome! 
(Congrats to parents and guardians, as well.)

GOT A GRAD Gergely Pediatrics has joined  
Boston Children’s Health Physicians!
We’re proud to share that we’ve joined 

Boston Children’s Health Physicians, 

the most comprehensive pediatric 

multispecialty group in the Hudson 

Valley and Connecticut.
Learn
more

"Tipping Point" “Squall” “Big Pink”
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By Chip Rowe

150 Years Ago (June 1874)
Burglars tied up two unarmed guards at 

the West Point Foundry and used gunpow-
der to blow open and empty the office safe 
at 2 a.m. on a Tuesday. They took $4,400 
worth of bonds [$121,000 today], $250 in 
cash and $200 in Treasury notes. The Cold 
Spring Recorder noted that before the 
foundry bought the safe, a bank messen-
ger would walk from the train station every 
other week carrying a satchel with $10,000 
to $15,000 [$275,000 to $410,000] in payroll 
cash that was left with a guard.

A burglar broke a cellar window at Cole-
man’s grocery, emptied a jug of molasses and 
filled it with French brandy. John Dougherty 
was arrested the next day after being found 
drunk in a barn with the jug beside him.

A builder had finished the framework 
for cottages on Garden Street. “It is a 

great benefit to see small, single tene-
ments erected, the rent of which may be 
placed within the diminished means of our 
mechanics and laborers,” said The Recorder.

An anonymous resident complained in a 
letter to the editor that a group of boys regu-
larly swam nude in the foundry pond in 
view of young girls and middle-aged women 
on shore. “What sort of citizens will these 
young boys make?” the reader asked. “What 
respect will they have for women? Are they 
not becoming hardened in shamelessness? 
Will they not be likely to sympathize with 
vile criminals? Shall we not hear of them as 
the patrons of leg dramas and ‘French’ plays?”

The Recorder noted that while 100 people 
had been arrested at a dogfight in New York 
City, just as many assembled on Main Street 
to watch an impromptu battle between 
dogs belonging to Father O’Callaghan and 
J.H. Brewer.

Capt. C.E. Herbert, after hearing a splash 
at the furnace dock, saw two hands sticking 
out of the water and reached down to rescue 
young Robbie Dechauden by his hair. The boy, 
who was visiting relatives, walked home wet.

J.E. Dore sued the Hudson River Railroad 
Co. for $500 [$14,000] after a train killed 
his horse and destroyed his wagon.

The flagman at the north end of the Garri-
son tunnel spotted a body in the river about 
10 feet from shore and waded out to retrieve 
it. The man had no identification other than 
a handkerchief embroidered “A.St., No. 10.”

A jury in Carmel acquitted George 
Truesdell, who had been accused of steal-
ing boxes of cigars from Seth Secor’s store. 

His co-defendant, Willie Spellman, pleaded 
guilty before trial.

Clara Louise Kellogg, the opera diva who 
had a home in Philipstown, drank brandy 
that she forgot had been mixed earlier with 
aconite to create a potent home remedy. 
She was saved by the prompt application 
of an antidote.

More than 100 men scoured the High-
lands for John Mowatt, 30, who was said to 
be deranged. He was found five days later in 
the Dismal Swamp near Sugar Loaf and said 
he had not eaten anything but birch bark.

Two boys accused of stealing the cashbox 
from milkman Charley Warren’s cart said 
they would return it only if they received 
immunity from prosecution.

A Hudson River Railroad detective sailed 
for Europe in search of two suspects in the 
theft of $36,000 [$992,000] from the firm’s 
safe at Grand Central depot, including 
Isaac Baxter, who grew up in Nelsonville.

Three older women who hesitated before 
accepting an invitation to ride a railroad 
handcar at Garrison were injured when one 
of the men driving was pitched into them, 
knocking them on the tracks, where they 
were run over.

125 Years Ago (June 1899)
John Henderson, a former Garrison resi-

dent who was a New York City detective, 
was among the witnesses called by the 
Mazet Committee, which was investigating 
corruption. The Recorder noted Henderson 
“had a case of bad memory.”

The Recorder noted that passengers 
could take dogs aboard the steamers New 
York and Albany, but only in crates.

The Nelsonville board granted a five-year 
franchise to Samuel Barriett to provide 
electric light, power and heat to the village.

A day after 11-year-old Eugene Ward 
of B Street died of spinal meningitis, 
his 4-month-old brother succumbed to 
“summer complaint.” The boys were buried 
in a casket covered in flowers by Eugene’s 
classmates at Haldane. A week later, the 
4-month-old’s twin brother also died.

A friend who borrowed an incubator 
from Josiah Ferris only got 18 chickens 
from 160 eggs. After Ferris showed him 
how to use it, he got 60 chicks from 64 eggs.

A chapter of the Ancient Order of Forest-
ers, a fraternal organization founded in the 
U.K. in 1745, was established in Cold Spring.

John Bergen was being lifted by a friend 
as they played with the rope hoist at Coe’s 
store when he fell and fractured both arms.

A piano was seen at the Garrison station 
attached to a pony that was to pull it over 
the mountain. 

Julian Hawthorne (below), a New York 
City novelist who was the son of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, leased the Chadwick estate for 
the summer.

The Rev. J. McH. Farley, a Black minister 
from Petersburgh, Virginia, passed through 
Garrison while walking through the U.S. to 
raise funds for Livingstone College in Salis-
bury, North Carolina. “He received gener-
ous assistance from some of the foremost 
people of Garrison,” The Recorder reported.

A piano was placed in the Colonial Room 
of the Albany Historical Society that had 
belonged to Mrs. Beverly in Garrison, who 
played it to entertain Gen. George Wash-
ington and other colonial officers.

According to The Newburgh News, a team 
of men delivering pianos had to stop on the 
road near Cold Spring because their path 
was blocked by a 6-foot snake stretched 
across the road. They killed it with rocks 
and discovered two pug puppies in its belly.

Cornelius Hafkenschiel launched a boot-
blacking [shoeshine] route.

Rear Adm. Francis Higginson of the U.S. 
Navy spent a day visiting William Haldane. 
Higginson commanded the battleship 
Massachusetts during the Spanish-Amer-
ican War and was chairman of the United 
States Lighthouse Board.

Lena Depew was confined to her room 
with blood poisoning after a pinprick.

The proprietor of the Hill Country Inn in 
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Garrison built a water tank powered by a 
windmill to supply the hotel.

Cadet Corps A and B of Haldane High 
School were measured for uniforms, which 
consisted of white trousers, white negligee 
shirts, white belts, navy blue Windsor ties 
and military caps.

Two days of rain ended an 11-week 
drought that had reduced the hay crop by 
75 percent and destroyed the oat crop.

The Putnam County Chrysanthemum 
Society was formed in Philipstown.

George Melville Boynton, who was walk-
ing from the Brooklyn Citizen offices to 
San Francisco, stopped at the Garrison 
Hotel for dinner. He was raising funds for 
an expedition to the North Pole.

100 Years Ago (June 1924)
Property owners on the proposed state 

road through Cold Spring and Nelsonville 
were advised to install sewer connections 
past the curb line before the streets were 
paved with concrete. The Recorder said that 
lead pipes made the best connection, and 
a reader suggested that the telephone and 
electric wires be buried during the work.

Mrs. Harry DeLanoy Sr. received a letter 
from Washington Roebling, 87, builder of 
the Brooklyn Bridge, who recalled his visit to 
Cold Spring 30 years earlier with his first wife, 
Emily Warren, a relative of Mrs. DeLanoy.

The Garrison School canceled its gradu-
ation ceremony because of an outbreak of 
the mumps.

The Philipstown Garden Club announced 
its annual window box competition.

Nearly 1,000 people filled Our Lady of 
Loretto for the first Mass by the newly 
ordained Rev. William Torpey of Manitou. 
His brother, the newly ordained Rev. John 
Torpey, presented his first Mass the follow-
ing week.

For their annual musical, students at 
Haldane High School presented The Love 
Pirates of Hawaii.

75 Years Ago (June 1949)
The Philipstown Times advised: “There’s 

no monkey business about a new hat. It 
either makes you look 10 times better or 
1,000 times worse.”

The Haldane girls’ baseball team 
defeated visiting Beacon, 20-1.

Jack Sterling, who took over the early 
morning radio programs on WCBS from 
Arthur Godfrey, saluted Cold Spring as part 
of a series of profiles of East Coast villages. 
He called it “a little Hudson Valley town of 
2,000 people and five churches.”

George Perkins, newly appointed as assis-
tant secretary of state for European affairs, 
and a member of the Haldane school board 
since 1933, spoke at the Haldane High 
School commencement.

The Haldane boys set six school records 
at the Class C sectional track meet, includ-
ing in the low hurdles, high jump and 100, 
220, 440 and mile races. The team finished 
second overall after dropping the baton in 
the relay race.

After 31 years at the Garrison post office, 
Salvatore Dahlia was appointed postmaster 
when Arthur Walsh retired.

J. Irving Jones Jr., of Railroad Avenue, 

moved to Washington, D.C., to join the 
police force. His departure was delayed by 
an emergency appendectomy.

The Recorder noted that the abandoned 
hilltop residence known as “Dick’s Folly” was 
now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Anton Chmela, 
who had rented a sandblaster to remove years 
of graffiti. They hoped to heat the home with 
power from the property’s two waterfalls.

Rep. Hamilton Fish explained at the 
annual Communion Breakfast of the 
Knights of Columbus at the Highlands 
Country Club how “the Red Scourge 
menaces Christian civilization.”

The Haldane district announced that, 
because of increased state aid, the tax rate 
would drop by 2 percent, to $18.38 per 
$1,000 of assessed value, in 1949-50.

A 17-year-old Long Island teenager 
drowned while swimming in the aban-
doned mountain pool at the former Cornish 
Estate off Route 9D. Firefighters hauled a 
boat for about a quarter-mile through the 
terrain to reach the site.

Garrison residents gathered to discuss 
recommendations from a school board 
committee to (1) merge grades 5 to 8 with 
Haldane and (2) construct a new building 

or expand the current one.

50 Years Ago (June 1974)
The Philipstown Highway Department 

parked a silver Army surplus trailer in a 
vacant lot near the Garrison station; the 
town hoped residents would fill with 25 tons 
of newspapers and magazines for recycling.

The Garrison Depot Theatre hosted its 
first production after adding cushions, 
circulating fans and metal chairs to replace 
the noisy wooden ones. The number of seats 
was reduced to 75 to provide more legroom.

Jimmy Budney, a centerfielder for the 
Haldane baseball team who hit .461 during 
his senior season, was named to the league 
all-star team.

Kevin McConville, the son of Village 
Clerk Ronald McConville, was selected 
to attend American Legion Boys’ State in 
Morristown, New York.

Peggy Christiana of Clove Brook Drive 
underwent ear surgery at the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minnesota.

Rep. Hamilton Fish [son of the earlier 
Rep. Hamilton Fish] said that 24 percent of 
the 41,564 constituents who responded to 
his annual survey thought President Nixon 

should resign and 39 percent said he should 
be impeached.

Haldane voters, by a 534-328 vote, 
rejected a revised budget for the 1974-75 
school year and proposals to purchase 
library books (439-435), instructional 
materials (452-427) and furniture and 
audiovisual equipment (499-373). They 
approved spending for transportation, 
building repairs and the lunch program.

The Church of Scientology, established 
in 1952, opened a mission in Cold Spring 
under the direction of Gene Hobel.

25 Years Ago (June 1999)
The Cold Spring Antiques Dealers Asso-

ciation hosted a show at the former Mara-
thon Battery factory site on Kemble Avenue.

The Putnam County Historical Society 
purchased “Foundry at Cold Spring on the 
Hudson” (1857), by Hudson River School 
painter Johann Hermann Carmiencke, with 
a grant from resident Patricia Cloherty.

Seventy-seven Main Street merchants 
and residents signed a petition presented to 
the Village Board to protest (1) an increase 
in parking fines from $15 to $45; (2) a 
restriction on benches and (3) a restriction 
on flags. One merchant noted that other 
riverfront towns had parking fines of $10 or 
$15 or had installed meters. “If a customer 
gets a $45 ticket, they’re not coming back,” 
said Jane Rutter, president of the Cham-
ber of Commerce. Mayor Anthony Phillips 
countered that, of 10 parking tickets issued 
in May, five had been issued to Main Street 
merchants.

A resident asked the board to test the 
sandbox at Tots Park, which he thought 
might contain lime.

The Town Board passed a law requir-
ing the owners of automatic fire alarms to 
obtain permits and pay fines for repeated 
false alarms.

The Haldane baseball team won the 
Section I, Class D title with a 5-4 win over 
Blind Brook at Dutchess Stadium. The Blue 
Devils were down 4-3 in the top of the final 
inning but scored twice on a combination 
of walks and singles.

Chris and Sharon Davis purchased the 
Garrison Golf Club and said they planned 
to donate conservation easements on 60 of 
its 134 acres to the Open Space Institute to 
restrict development.

The Garrison school board voted to press 
charges against Burton Laux and trustee-
elect Betsy Calhoun for allegedly tres-
passing to determine the location of the 
district’s septic system and bedrock with 
ground-penetrating radar. The dispute was 
part of a larger battle over plans to expand 
the school.

New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani and 
Fire Commissioner Thomas von Essen 
presented the Walter Scott Medal for brav-
ery to firefighter Jonathan Shields of Cold 
Spring for carrying a disabled 70-year-old 
man out of a burning building in the Bronx. 
[See Page 10.]

After firefighters responded to a report 
of a drowning at Continental Village Lake 
but were told by lifeguards it was a false 
alarm, eight divers decided to search 
anyway. They saved one of their own when 
he became entangled in the boundary ropes 
and lost his regulator.

In 1968, voters  
narrowly defeated  
school consolidation

By Jude Morrison

Garrison and Haldane have 
had an on-again, off-again 
flirtation with merging their 

districts but the schools’ leaders nearly 
pulled it off nearly 60 years ago, in 1968.

Four years earlier, Robert Roda, then 
supervising principal at Haldane, had 
invited officials from Garrison, Mani-
tou and Putnam Valley to discuss their 
“mutual problems,” according to a news 
account from the time.

While Putnam Valley later dropped 
out, the Haldane, Garrison and Manitou 
school boards unanimously supported 
a merger, as did the PTAs at Haldane 
and Garrison. But in a referendum held 
on June 17, 1968, residents rejected the 
“recentralization” proposal, 695-594. 

Many New York districts merged in 
the 1960s, and a report from Haldane 
noted that the state Education Depart-
ment had called for it to consolidate 
with Garrison and Manitou. 

At the time, there had been a surge 
of families to western Putnam County 
but neither Garrison nor Putnam Valley 
had high schools. Garrison sent its 
students to Highland Falls and Putnam 
Valley to Lakeland and Peekskill.

A merger would have created chal-
lenges such as transporting students 
over a larger area that included dirt 
roads. But Haldane said studies showed 
that “better schools can be supported 
on a larger tax base.” 

The referendum was created by a 
committee of school board members 
from Haldane, Garrison and Manitou. 
It issued a statement saying it hoped 
residents “will agree that recentral-
ization will provide the means toward 
achievement of a much improved, better 
coordinated system for the education of 
the children in our communities.” 

The Putnam County News & Recorder 
also backed the referendum, arguing in 
an editorial that it would provide students 
with a “superior general education” and 
specialized programs for the “academi-
cally talented, vocationally oriented and 
slower learners,” without increasing taxes. 

The 1,311 votes in the referendum was 
a record turnout, according to The PCNR, 
but did not end the debate over merging.

Five years later, the state released 
a consultant’s report recommending 
that the three districts merge. While 
Haldane and Manitou agreed, Garrison 
felt that “while there would be some 
slight financial gain resulting from 
the merger, their children would suffer 
educationally, at least for the first five 
years,” according to a news account.

As recently as October, a study of the 
impact on property taxes if Haldane 
and Garrison merged concluded that 
they would rise 33 percent for Garrison 
residents and drop 20 percent for Phil-
ipstown residents taxed by Haldane. 

“My gut tells me this is an absolute 
dead end,” said David Gelber, a Garri-
son board member.

Jude Morrison, who lives in Garrison, 
is a junior at St. Regis High School in 
New York City and a member of The 
Current’s Student Journalists Program.

The Merger That Almost Was
(Continued from Page 16)
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JUNE  29 @ 
DENNINGS  POINT

JULY  27 @
BREAKNECK  RIDGE

AUGUST  24 @ 
LITTLE  STONY  POINT

SEPTEMBER  28 @
LONG  DOCK  PARK

ALL  WALK  &  TALKS :
9:00 - 10:30 AM

REGISTRATION  REQUIRED:
HTTPS://QRCO.DE/WT2024

Walk (and talk) with us.
Join one of HHFT’s Walk & Talks this summer/fall. 
Learn about project plans, share ideas, and get the facts.

Each gathering takes place at a different location in the Fjord Trail project
area, where we will discuss plans and proposed amenities for that site, and
provide the timeline for how planned elements might take shape. Come learn
more and get your questions answered! MORE INFO AT HHFT.ORG

PAID NOTICE
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☎  845-831-0380
✎  2 Beekman Street, Beacon, NY 12508
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Roots and Shoots

Landscape 
Feeders
By Pamala Doan

Bears are on the 
move, with one 
even causing a lock-

down at the Haldane school. 
After our first bear visit years ago, I learned 
my lesson and put away the bird feeder in our 
yard during summer and switched to winter 
feeding. But with this past winter so mild, 
even that seemed unwise. 

I’ve resorted to plants, instead, and 
support birds with landscaping. There are 
high-impact ways you can provide food, 
habitat and nesting material. 

The key source of nutrients for many 
birds are insects, followed by seeds, berries, 
nuts and foliage. Caterpillars are a favor-
ite, and birds consume a lot of them. A few 
chickadee babies can eat up to 5,000 cater-
pillars before they leave the nest.

Research suggests that landscapes where 
70 percent of the plants are native can 
support enough insects for birds to repro-
duce. The other 30 percent of the land-
scape can be ornamental plants that don’t 
provide the same ecosystem benefits they 
might in native settings. 

Make sure to have goldenrods, which host 
more than 100 types of caterpillars. Milk-
weed is well known as a host for the monarch 
butterfly, but that’s it. It supports one species 
— an important species being pushed toward 
extinction — but still, just one. 

There are more than three dozen golden-
rod species native to New York state. (They 
are distinct from ragweed, the yellow-flow-
ered species that can cause an allergic reac-
tion.) Some goldenrods, such as Canada 
goldenrod, are prolific spreaders and not 
ideal in smaller spaces. Instead, choose 
blue-stemmed goldenrod (Solidago caesia) 
or early goldenrod (Solidago juncea), which 
will travel less.  

Asters and native sunflower species in 
the Helianthus family follow closely behind 
goldenrod. Smooth blue aster (Symphyot-
richum laeve) is a well-behaved flower bed 
plant with prolific blooms in the fall. Wood-
land sunflower (Helianthus divaricatus) is 
a valued plant in my garden. It’s tall — up to 
6 feet — and bushy, making it a good stand-
in for a shrub. 

For woody plants, Salix species, includ-
ing pussy willow (Salix discolor), support 
diverse and prolific numbers of insects. 
Oaks, blueberry and dogwood also rank 
high, supporting hundreds of types of 
moths and butterflies in their caterpillar 
stages. All of these are sources for pollen, 
berries and nuts for birds and wildlife. 

This spring I kept looking out the window 
and reminding myself to cut back the Eastern 
bluestar (Amsonia tabernaemontana) in the 

flowerbed. Its leggy stems from last season 
aren’t attractive. Then I realized there were 
birds collecting pieces for a nest, so I let it be.

Even the way we design landscapes can 
improve conditions for birds. Taller shrubs 
planted in clusters or thickets are handy for 
nests. Planting taller shrubs next to shorter 
shrubs can protect nests from predators. 

Viburnums, which host more than 100 
species of insects, have clusters of multi-
stemmed branches that are ideal for many 
nesting birds. Aronia species of chokeberry 

do, too. Ilex species like winterberry have 
the double impact of good growth features 
and berries that birds consume in winter. 

Sawfly caterpillars that feed on elder-
berry and dogwood are a tasty snack for 
birds. When I first encountered them on 
my red twig dogwood, it was gross and 
alarming. After research that took a while 
because the first few pages returned by a 
Google search all describe methods of kill-
ing them, I learned about their value for 
birds and didn’t intervene. The dogwood 
was fine and I expect to see this recur. 

We’re all being triggered by the huge 
population of spongy moth caterpillars this 

spring but rather than browsing the pesti-
cide aisle, let a bird take care of it. 

When you have a “What’s eating my 
plant?” moment, take a photo or a cutting 
and reach out to Cornell Cooperative 
Extension offices in Putnam or Dutchess 
for guidance on whether it’s friend or foe. 
As with the spongy moth, many times the 
best action is to stay out of the way. 

Sawfly caterpillars on red twig dogwood 
are a bird feast. Photo by P. Doan 

The key source of 
nutrients for many  
birds are insects,  
followed by seeds, 
berries, nuts and foliage.
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Wage and benefits support for workers 
and the expansion of financial assistance for 
parents are two key recommendations in an 
April report from the state Department of 
Labor and the Office of Children and Family 
Services (OCFS), which regulates programs 
operating more than three hours a day and 
administers subsidies to qualified families.

In Putnam County, weekly costs for full-
day child care range from $245 to $327 and, 
in Dutchess, from $230 to $343, according 
to the Child Care Council of Dutchess and 
Putnam, based in Poughkeepsie. The rates 
are higher for infants and can be “almost 
like paying for a mortgage,” said Adeline 
Arvidson, a counselor for the organization. 

The Child Care Council assists provid-
ers and parents, offering classes on topics 
such as first aid, recordkeeping and active-
shooter training, and guiding families 
through the process of finding care and 
financial aid for children up to age 12. 

“Any family you talk to, whether it’s a 
single parent or a two-parent household 
with two incomes, child care is a burden 
financially,” Arvidson said.

Providers are also burdened. Despite $2 
billion in federal pandemic aid earmarked 
in New York for child care programs, 
Dutchess lost 76 programs between 2020 
and 2023, and Putnam County, 19, accord-
ing to the Child Care Council. “There’s been 
a few new ones, but not enough to compen-
sate for the difference,” said Arvidson. 

Nearly half of the programs that closed 
in Putnam between 2020 and 2023 have 
not been replaced. In Dutchess, it’s more 
than a third. 

A shortage existed before the pandemic, 
according to a March report by Hudson 
Valley Pattern for Progress. It found that the 
roster of licensed providers fell by 33 percent 
in Dutchess and 34 percent in Putnam 
between 2007 and 2023. Beacon had four 

fewer providers than the 19 from 2007, 
according to the report, which provided 
municipal-level data for the region’s 13 cities. 

There would be a need even if all the 
programs in Dutchess and Putnam oper-
ated at the capacity allowed by their 
licenses — Putnam would have one slot for 
every 2.5 children under age 6 and Dutchess 
would have one slot for every 3.1 children, 
with the gaps widening for older children. 

But without enough teachers to meet 
minimum staffing requirements, some 
programs are struggling to reach capacity 
and most have a waiting list, said Arvid-
son. That shortage is partly why the Child 
Care Assistance Program has millions in 
unspent subsidies for care, according to the 
new state report. 

Dutchess spent less than half its allocation 
of subsidies in 2022 and Putnam less than 20 
percent, according to Pattern for Progress, 
which said problems with marketing, ease 
of use and other areas have hampered the 
program’s reach. 

“Some providers are telling me it’s a 
little bit better than last year,” said Arvid-
son. “But they’re still struggling to get to 
their licensed capacity because they can’t 
increase the number of children they care 
for unless they can hire someone.” 

A pandemic upsets  
a fragile system

On a recent morning at Stepping Stones, 
one of four state-regulated programs oper-
ating within the Haldane Central School 
District, workers began dismantling an 

outdoor playset to make room for a second 
building, which should be finished by 
September. 

On another part of the property, pre-
kindergarteners raced around the lawn. 
They then marched inside, dropped their 
shoes into a bin beside a classroom door 
and sat in a semicircle as Michelle O’Meara, 
the center’s director, read to them. 

Artwork, games and toys filled the room. 
A display of flower petals made from coffee 
filters ran along a wall, underneath words 
painted in script: “Masterpieces / Every 
child is an artist.” 

At the Child Care Council’s Champions of 
Child Care ceremony last month, both Step-
ping Stones and O’Meara received awards. 
When the addition is ready, the program 
will enroll more infants and, for the first 
time, young students who need care before 
and after school, or when schools are closed. 

“We’re excited,” said O’Meara. 
A similar child’s world exists inside the 

Tioronda Learning Center in Beacon, one of 
16 programs within the Beacon City School 
District, including afterschool programs 
run by the Beacon Recreation Department 
at the city’s three elementary schools and 
its center on West Center Street. 

Miniature chairs and tables fill part of 
Tioronda’s space, along with books, Legos, 
crayons and a wall painted with a sylvan 
scene depicting animals, grass-covered 
hills and a blue sea. 

Meredith Hairston’s resume included 
20 years at a “prestigious” preschool in 
Manhattan when, in 2019, she took over 
the half-day nursery school Christ Church 
United Methodist in Beacon operated out 

of its building on Union Street. 
She scheduled a series of open houses the 

following January, and learned that some 
Beacon parents had enrolled their children 
in child care programs in East Fishkill and 
Wappingers because they could not find 
openings in the city, especially for infants 
and toddlers. 

Those conversations also revealed “an 
outpouring of interest for more all-day 
facilities in Beacon,” said Hairston. 

In addition to Philipstown, Stepping 
Stones’ children come from Beacon, Fishkill 
and as far away as Mahopac, said Giannasca. 

Two months after Hairston held her 
first open house, the pandemic shut down 
schools and child care. Providers had to 
furlough staff just when child care was still 
needed by emergency responders, health 
care workers, grocery cashiers and others 
whose jobs were deemed essential. Calls 
from those employees “flooded” the Child 
Care Council’s phones, said Arvidson. 

Hairston closed the Tioronda Learning 
Center on March 13, 2020. “We Zoomed our 
preschoolers in for daily, routine stuff, just 
to kind of keep them grounded at home,” she 
said. “I would bring out my sock puppets and 
do all of the songs we did together.” 

Federal funding flowed to providers 
nationwide. Stepping Stones and other 
programs in Beacon and Philipstown 
received, in 2021 and 2022, a combined $1.2 
million to pay rent and utilities and boost 
wages for employees. 

There has been some relief for the parents 
of 4-year-olds because of pre-K programs 
offered by the Beacon and Garrison school 
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“Any family you talk to, 
whether it’s a single 
parent or a two-parent 
household with two 
incomes, child care is a 
burden financially.”

~ Adeline Arvidson 
Child Care Council of Dutchess and Putnam
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districts. Most private programs have open-
ings for 4-year-olds, said Arvidson. 

Parents fortunate enough to win a pre-K 
seat avoid the cost of child care but private 
providers lose “an important segment” of 
revenue, according to Pattern for Prog-
ress. Child care programs can earn twice as 
much from 4-year-olds because the staff-to-
child ratio can be 1-to-8 compared to 1-to-4 
for younger children, the nonprofit said. 

Before Beacon began accepting appli-
cations in March, Hairston said she had 
“families calling my phone off the hook, 
showing up at my door, emailing me” 
because they feared missing out on a spot 
in Beacon’s program. 

Mandated staffing is part of the reason 
why infant openings are the hardest to 
find. According to the Child Care Council, 
Dutchess, with 361, and Putnam, with 162, 
have fewer slots for infants than any other 
age group.

“Sometimes, it’s not cost-effective, and 
that’s really what it boils down to,” said Hair-
ston at the Tioronda Learning Center, which 
also has a waiting list. “You can’t ask people 
with an infant to pay double the amount that 
someone with a preschooler is paying.” 

A dearth of workers

At Stepping Stones, the waiting list for 
toddlers is “out of control,” and some of 
the families who use the center are expect-
ing another child, said O’Meara. Expand-
ing will bring room for infants, along with 
space for school-age children needing care 
before and after school. 

It will also require front-line teachers, 
who are required by state law to undergo 
15 hours of training in their first six months 
and 30 hours of additional education every 
two years on topics ranging from the prin-
ciples of childhood development and nutri-
tion to identifying abuse. 

“It’s so important because the role you’re 
playing can impact a child for the rest of 

their life,” said Giannasca. 
That is why providers identify a shortage 

of teachers as their most pressing issue, 
and the state considers bolstering those 
employees as an important step in expand-
ing child care. 

A survey of child care centers and after-
school programs by the Empire State 
Campaign for Child Care found in March 
2023 that they enrolled 28,000 fewer children 
than their licensed capacity and had 3,800 
unfilled positions and 750 unused classrooms. 

Salaries that leave an estimated 12 percent 
of child care workers living below the federal 
poverty line — more than twice the rate of 
workers overall in New York, according to 
the state report — is not the only reason. 

“People working 10 to 11 hours a day, in a 
classroom all day with 10 to 11 children, it’s 
a tough, tough job,” said Giannasca. 

The federal pandemic funding, which 
expired in 2023, was “a one-shot deal” that 
allowed Stepping Stones to increase its pay, 
said Giannasca. But once the money is gone, 
“I can’t sustain” those increases, she said. 

In 2023, Gov. Kathy Hochul announced 
that the state’s 2023-24 budget included 

additional funding to underwrite bonuses 
of $2,300 to $3,000 and to help programs 
recruit new staff. As of January, New York 
had distributed $330 million to provid-
ers, who can also use the grants to award 
bonuses to staff who refer new workers and 
to reward new hires. 

Immortalizing such support is one of the 
recommendations from the Office of Chil-
dren and Family Services and the Depart-
ment of Labor, who say that a permanent 
funding stream will “curtail the flight of 
educators from the field and encourage 
others to enter the field.”

The agencies also recommend that the 
funding give providers the flexibility to not 
only supplement wages and give bonuses 
but to fund health insurance and retire-
ment benefits. 

Expanding subsidies

An estimated 94 percent of child care 
workers are women, according to the state 
Department of Labor. Women are also most 
likely to own a child care center or home-
based child care program and more likely 

to have to sacrifice work when families 
cannot afford or find care. 

“Women have the children and, unfortu-
nately in this country, we’re still expected 
to stay home with them,” said Hairston. 
“But we don’t have means, fundamentally, 
to support us to do that, so it’s a catch-22.” 

In 2022, full-time care for an infant at a 
center cost $21,826 annually, 155 percent 
more than full-time, in-state tuition at 
public four-year universities in New York, 
according to the state Department of Labor. 

To make care affordable to more fami-
lies, New York has been steadily expand-
ing eligibility for its Child Care Assistance 
Program, which covers some or all costs for 
eligible families. 

Under expanded income limits issued 
in October, a two-person household that 
had been limited to $54,900 annually can 
now make up to $67,400, and the ceiling 
for a family of four rose from $83,200 to 
$99,200, according to Arvidson. 

In their report, the Office of Children 
and Family Services and the Department of 
Labor recommend that the state continue 
expanding eligibility, and set a goal of 
universal child care. 

Hines priced programs in Beacon, and 
even in Queens, near her husband’s job, 
where their daughter could be dropped off 
in the morning. Enrolling there would have 
required her husband to leave home at 5 
a.m. and return to Beacon, with a toddler, 
at 7:30 p.m., she said. 

She posted about her search on a local 
Facebook page and someone suggested that 
she look for a person providing informal 
care in their home. That led to a woman in 
Fishkill who, said Hines, has years of child 
care experience and a large home where she 
looks after children for $65 a week. 

Hines said she is now working remotely 
full time, using the woman for three days a 
week and caring for her daughter at home 
on the other two days. “For now, we’re in a 
good place,” she said. 

Stepping Stones is building a second building to enroll more infants and, for the first 
time, school-age children.  Photo provided 

Artwork is displayed on a wall at Stepping Stones in Philipstown. Photo by L. Sparks

(Continued from Page 20)

Resources
Families can search for licensed 
child care programs at the state  
Office of Children and Family 
Services website (ocfs.ny.gov/
programs/childcare/looking). 
Search by program type, ZIP 
code, county or school district to 
view inspection results. 

For information about subsidies 
from the Child Care Assistance 
Program, call the Dutchess 
County Department of Community 
and Family Services at 845-
486-3190 or the Putnam County 
Department of Social Services at 
845-808-1500, ext. 45304. 

Residents in either county 
can visit hs.ocfs.ny.gov/
CCAPeligibility to complete an 
eligibility questionnaire. 



22  June 14, 2024  The Highlands Current Support our nonprofit. Become a member!

FOR SALE

AKC LABRADOR RETRIEVER — Beautiful 
neutered male Lab born July 2023. Loves children 
and other pets. Excellent lines, parents’ health 
tested, wonderful temperament. Very intelligent. 
House-broken and crate-trained. $2,500. Call or 
text 927-971-2350.

FOR RENT

COLD SPRING — Approximately 460-square-
foot office in well-maintained professional 
building (The Carriage House) in the Village 
of Cold Spring. Ideal for solo use or as shared 
space with a quiet professional. Within walking 
distance of train with ample on-site private 
parking. Available immediately. Call Kevin at 
845-265-2683.

BEACON — Professional private office in quiet 

and bright corner office available off Main Street 
in Beacon. Professional building with adjacent 
parking lot on Rombout Avenue. 250 square feet 
with a private bathroom. Amenities include a 
lobby for customers or clients. Utilities included 
heat, air conditioning and WiFi. All inclusive 
$1,250 monthly. 1-year lease available. Email 
info@rocpilates.net.

COLD SPRING — Studio apartment in the 
heart of the village, 4-minute walk to train, AC, 
MW, DW, off-street parking available. No pets/
smoking. $1,125/mo + utilities, 2 months 
security. Call Bill at 845-380-1108.

COLD SPRING — Looking for a turn-key place 
to stay in the Hudson Valley? We offer furnished 

rentals in the heart of Cold Spring. 2- and 
3-bedroom units; WD/AC/DW; $3,800 to $5,500 
per month; 4-minute walk to train; off-street 
parking available; 1 month security deposit; 
discounted utilities; no smoking. Call Jim at 
917-348-3300.

SERVICES

TUTOR — College professor with over 20 years 
of experience teaching math, economics, Excel 
and related subjects in high school and college 
available to tutor in person or online until June 
17 and online for the rest of the summer for $50 
an hour. Email rumvra@yahoo.com.

HEALING BODYWORK — Featured in NY Magazine 
as “one of the 15 best massage therapists 
offering CranialSacral Therapy,” with a specialty 
in SomatoEmotional Release. In addition, I offer 
Swedish massage incorporating CranialSacral 
Therapy. Trained in Medical Massage, Process 
Acupuncture, Meditation and Foot Reflexology 
with over 30 years’ experience. Garrison and 
Ossining locations. House calls available. Call 
914-519-8138 or visit Joymatalon.com.

SKINCARE, HEALTH AND WELLNESS —  
Visit us for skin and hair rejuvenation services. 
We offer various options for individuals seeking 
hair regrowth, including Hair PRP Injections 
(Platelet Rich Plasma), Anteage MD Hair Solution 
and a Home Hair System, Hydrafacial Keravive, 
all designed to deliver optimal results. Visit us 
on Instagram @kierskin_(845.968.6222) and 
@prohealthnpway (914.705.1207). Philipstown 
Square, 3182 Route 9, Suite 209, Cold Spring.

Current Classifieds

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? Place your ad here for $9.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds.

TRACK AND FIELD — Damani DeLoatch, a 
senior at Beacon High School, finished third 
in the triple jump at the state championships 
on June 8 in Cicero at 47-03.50 — his third 
medal in the state finals in three years.

DeLoatch qualified for the final on June 7 
with a 47-8 jump that earned him the silver 

medal in the large-school division.

BASEBALL — Trajan McCarthy, a senior 
catcher for the Haldane baseball team, 
was named by Section I coaches to the All-
Section team.

The 20-year-old track surface 
used by Beacon High School 
was scraped up earlier this 
month for replacement. The 
new track should be ready by 
the end of August.  Photos provided

Three Beacon High School 
track-and-field athletes will 
compete in college next year: 
Henry Reinke for Williams 
College in Massachusetts, 
Damani DeLoatch for 
the University at Albany 
and Isabella Migliore 
for Wesleyan College in 
Connecticut. They are shown 
with Coach Jim Henry.

Sports VARSITY ROUNDUPVARSITY ROUNDUPVARSITY ROUNDUP
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ACROSS

1. Lady Gaga’s “The Edge 
of ___”

6. Google rival
7. Scuttlebutt
8. Emulate Frederick 

Douglass
9. Without

DOWN

1. Sandwiches on a food 
truck menu

2. First lady before Michelle
3. “Dude, give me a break!”

4. Pulitzer-winning Alex 
Haley book

5. Bygone days

For interactive sudoku and crossword answers, see highlandscurrent.org/puzzles.

A
nsw

ers for June 7
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uzzles

8 1 9 7 4 6 2 3 5

6 5 2 9 3 8 1 7 4

4 3 7 5 2 1 6 8 9

7 8 4 1 9 2 3 5 6

5 9 6 4 7 3 8 2 1

3 2 1 6 8 5 4 9 7

9 6 8 2 1 7 5 4 3

2 4 5 3 6 9 7 1 8

1 7 3 8 5 4 9 6 2

CrossCurrent ACROSS

1. Tax pro
4. Gun the engine
7. Profound
11. Pet food brand
13. Enjoy Vail
14. Doctrines
15. Lotion ingredient
16. — Talks (online lecture 

series)
17. Iso-
18. Media titan Winfrey
20. Brief moments
22. Barbecue seasoning
24. Texas city
28. July 4th destinations
32. Santa —
33. Foot part
34. Sailor
36. Avenue liners
37. Ceremonies
39. New Jersey capital
41. Wee
43. URL ending

44. Bleak
46. Crazy Horse, for one
50. Japanese volcano
53. Peace, to Caesar
55. Handle
56. Unsigned (Abbr.)
57. Before
58. Baseball Tonight channel
59. Curse
60. Melancholy
61. ID checker

DOWN

1. “Arrivederci!”
2. Insect organ
3. Cupid’s specialty
4. Letters after Q
5. Squeezes (out)
6. YouTube offering
7. Feature of some trucks
8. Atty.’s title
9. Outback bird
10. Omega preceder
12. Google, for one

19. “Say what?”
21. Public health agcy.
23. Entreat
25. Bagel seasoning
26. Wrestling style
27. Grp.
28. Homer’s son
29. New York canal
30. Part of a French play
31. Drunkard
35. Buddy
38. Old map letters
40. Hosp. sections
42. “Holy smokes!”
45. Kate of The Martian
47. Brewer’s kiln
48. Diamond arbiters
49. TV’s Warrior Princess
50. “Terrif!”
51. Italian article
52. TV bandleader Batiste
54. Deleted

Puzzles

© 2024 King Features

1 4 3 7

3 2 8 4

6 9 7
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7

sudoCurrent WordLadder
Can you go from BRIDE to TRUNK in 6 words? 
Change one letter for each rung in the ladder.

BRIDE

TRUNK

CrossWord
MICro

OCHER 
OTHER 
OTTER 
OUTER 
OATER 
EATER
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There’s only one true indica-
tor that summer has arrived: 
freshly picked strawberries — 

like, freshly picked a few seconds ago.
Every so often your fingers sink into 

a mushy spot, but failure makes success 
sweeter. No two strawberries ever look 
alike, and they can be downright wacky. 
“That is the craziest strawberry I’ve ever 
seen,” you tell a friend a row over. Every 
year there are berries shaped like cat 

paws, scrunchies, kidney beans, baby 
hands and the occasional caboose. 
Some have little hats. 

My mother took me strawberry 
picking every year of my childhood. 
We started early in the day, following 
hand-painted signs to the fields, where 
we spent a few hours reaching into the 
tangle of stems and drawing out juicy 
berries. I felt like a bear cub. 

In the afternoon, we simmered the 

harvest into jam, which my mother 
canned in Mason jars and packed away 
for toast and peanut butter sandwiches. 
Just before dinner, she turned to the 
day’s final project: scratch biscuits, 
whipped cream and strawberries macer-
ated in sugar, piled for a shortcake. 

June is prime strawberry season, and 
maybe the first 10 days of July. Here are 
a few local farms where you can have 
your own strawberry day. 

Dubois Farms
209 PERKINSVILLE ROAD, HIGHLAND

Drive: 28 minutes from Beacon,  
37 minutes from Cold Spring

Open daily, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.

duboisfarms.com

This is where I had one of my most memorable pick-
ing experiences. A worker took us to the fields on a 

tractor, dropping us at the edge of a beautiful little field 
with a view of the hills covered in mist. I spent the next 
hour filling my basket with berries, peace and love. The 
farm has a pizzeria, bakery and ice cream shop, not to 
mention a tavern serving beer, wine and hard cider. 
Dubois also has a tiny township for the kids to enjoy. 

Fishkill Farms
9 FISHKILL FARM ROAD, HOPEWELL JUNCTION

Drive: 18 minutes from Beacon,  
22 minutes from Cold Spring

Open daily except Monday, 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.

fishkillfarms.com

This is one of the few farms in New York state 
where the strawberries are certified organic. You 

don’t need a reservation to visit the farm store, grill 
or Treasury Cider Bar, but you will need one for pick-
ing, which starts at $32 for up to five people and 2 
quarts. (Additional quarts are $10 each.) The farm 
posts reservation slots a few days ahead of time, e.g., 
on Thursday for the weekend.

Lawrence Farms Orchards
30 FROZEN RIDGE ROAD, NEWBURGH

Drive: 18 minutes from Beacon,  
26 minutes from Cold Spring

Open daily, 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.

lawrencefarmsorchards.org

This was where I did most of my childhood pick-
ing. You don’t need a reservation (although you 

can make one online) but there is an entry fee of $7 
per person on weekdays and $10 per person on week-
ends and holidays. The orchards also have picnic 
tables, horses, goats and a duck pond. When you’re 
done picking and petting, wash your hands, grab 
an ice cream cone at the farm store and hang out in 
Little Village, a miniature town square. I loved frol-
icking in the schoolhouse and playing mail carrier at 
the world’s smallest post office. 

Strawberry Fields ForeverStrawberry Fields ForeverStrawberry Fields ForeverStrawberry Strawberry Fields ForeverFields Forever

An ode — and guide — to the sweetest season
By Ava Fisherman

If visiting the source isn’t your thing, many local retailers sell fresh strawberries, including the Glynwood Farm 
store and Vera’s Marketplace in Philipstown; Breezy Hill Orchard and Liberty Orchard at the Cold Spring Farmers 
Market on Saturdays; and Field and Larder and Wright’s Farm at the Beacon Farmers Market on Sundays. 


