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LUNCH STOP — 
Raymond 
Muhammad 
and his 
daughters 
took a break 
while working 
behind the 
counter of the 
Number Seven 
Sandwich 
Hub at the 
Juneteenth 
celebration 
in Beacon 
on June 19. 
The family 
and business 
recently 
relocated from 
Harlem to 
Beacon; their 
food truck 
can usually 
be found on 
weekends 
on Fishkill 
Avenue 
near Mavis 
Discount Tire.
 Photo by 

 Ross Corsair

Reporter’s Notebook

Beyond Parking
By Michael Turton

The decades-long 
public debate 
over Cold Spring’s 

“parking problem” has 
produced mindsets rang-
ing from denial, frustration and anger, to 
analytical, resistant and satisfied. 

Call me peculiar, but in my experience, 
when I hear the P word I think of humor, 
adventure, education, creativity and the 
supernatural. 

Channeling Joni Mitchell, I can say I’ve 
looked at parking from all sides now. 

First, a confession. I’ve written about 
parking for The Current more times than 
countable. So recently, while in Ganan-
oque, Ontario, I had no excuse for not 
looking around, not noticing a kiosk four 
spaces away and not paying. So, I have no 
excuse for the $25 ticket. It was humbling, 
bordering on funny. I’ll be less critical of 
visitors to Cold Spring now. 

George Carlin opened my eyes to park-
ing’s humorous side when he asked why we 
drive in a parkway but park in a driveway. 

But back to my unmetered parking 
world: 

In my early teens, my friends and I 
would camp out on weekends at an aban-
doned gravel pit near Lovers’ Lane. During 
tomato season, we’d acquire a basket of 
well-ripened fruit, sneak 
up on the unsuspect-
ing parkers, bombard 
the car with consid-
erable accuracy (we 
all played baseball) 
and run like hell. Until 
writing this column, I 
never pondered whether 
the car windows were open. 

A few summers later, I found myself 
(Continued on Page 5)(Continued on Page 8)
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Plan Announced 
for Downstate 
Prison
Fishkill officials pan 
housing proposal
By Jeff Simms

As part of Gov. Kathy Hochul’s quest 
to build 15,000 homes and apart-
ments to address New York’s hous-

ing crisis, the state on June 21 announced 
that Conifer Realty has been selected to 
redevelop the shuttered Downstate Correc-
tional Facility just north of Beacon.

The Rochester-based company said it 
will convert the 80-acre former maximum-
security prison in the Town of Fishkill over 
the next decade into a mixed-use campus 
with community space and up to 1,300 
housing units. 

Downstate, which opened in 1979, sits 
north of Interstate 84. It was among a 
half-dozen correctional facilities closed by 
the state in 2022 due to declining inmate 
populations. It is the first of those facilities 
with a redevelopment plan. 

Conifer’s project must be approved 

(Continued on Page 7)

Does the Man  
Owe You Money?

Page 16

Beacon to vote Monday on 
$1.5 million settlement
By Leonard Sparks

Cold Spring and Philipstown this 
week approved a proposed $1.5 
million settlement with a utility 

company that abandoned a contract to sell 
renewable electricity to residents and busi-
nesses. The Beacon City Council is expected 

to vote on the proposal on Monday (July 1).
The village and town boards each 

approved resolutions on Wednesday (June 
26) authorizing the settlement with Colum-
bia Utilities, which for two years has fought a 
lawsuit filed by 10 municipalities that jointly 
purchased fixed-cost energy under a commu-
nity choice aggregation (CCA) program called 
Hudson Valley Community Power.  

Among the CCA’s other former members, 
the Town of Red Hook, the Village of New 

Paltz and the Town of New Paltz have 
approved the proposal. The City of Pough-
keepsie and the towns of Clinton, Marble-
town and Saugerties have not yet voted.

If approved by the state judge in Ulster 
County handling the lawsuit, Columbia 
Utilities would admit no wrongdoing but 
pay $1 million into a settlement fund by 
Aug. 1 and the balance in monthly $50,000 
payments by June 1, 2025. 

Road reconstruction has 
been planned for decades
By Jeff Simms

George may be gone, but it’s not for 
good. 

City contractors on Thursday 
(June 27) removed the George Washington 
bust from its island at Teller and Wolcott 

avenues in Beacon as they prepare to recon-
struct the tricky intersection. The monu-
ment will be stored at the city’s highway 
garage while the intersection is rebuilt as a 
“T” in the coming weeks to improve visibil-
ity and pedestrian and driver safety.

Once complete, the bronze monument 
will be installed with landscaping on the 
north side of Teller. The Daughters of the 
American Revolution placed it at the inter-

section in 1999 to mark the bicentennial of 
Washington’s death. 

The move is one of the first visible 
changes to come as part of a 14-month, $9 
million project to rebuild Teller and Fish-
kill Avenue, as it’s known north of Main 
Street. The nearly mile-long stretch from 
Teller and Wolcott to Fishkill and Black-
burn Avenue, near Ron’s Ice Cream, will be 

Cold Spring, Philipstown Join Utility Payout

Fishkill/Teller Avenues Project Kicks Off in Beacon

The bronze bust of George Washington 
was temporarily removed on Thursday 
(June 27) for construction.  Photo by J. Simms
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By Marc Ferris

Hattie Hess, known as “Miz Hattie,” 
recently sold her barbecue stand 
at the Hudson Valley Food Hall in 

Beacon.

Why did you decide to sell?
I’m getting old, so I better do something. 

I’ve never traveled in my life or enjoyed the 
simple things, like watching butterflies in 
my backyard. [She planted milkweed to 
attract them.] I’ve always worked hard and 
— guess what — I’m still doing catering. I 
turned my garage into a catering kitchen 
and built a professional-grade smoking 
area. I’m going to do Friday night, down-
home, members-only fish fries. I am going 
back to North Carolina one day, but I’m not 
ready to take that trip yet. Not today.

How did you end up in Beacon?
I wanted to be a pastry chef and came 

up to the Culinary Institute [of America, in 
Hyde Park] in 1986. We were looking for a 
house and bought the second one we looked 
at in Beacon, an old Victorian, for $76,000. 
I met [basketball coach] Digger Phelps’s 
mom and worked for her, worked at Castle 
Point with the veterans and then started 
teaching [special education].

What was it like at the Culinary 
Institute?

Even though I came from the South, it was 
the first time I ever experienced point-blank, 
in-your-face racism, as the only Black person in 
class. One teacher passing out an assignment 
walked right past me, didn’t even acknowledge 
me. That made me a stronger person, but they 
were so arrogant and let me know I was not 
welcome. Once, I was in the lobby, so hurt, and 
that same professor walked right past me — 
I’m crying, boo-hoo — as if I didn’t exist. I 
didn’t have completely smooth sailing as a 
child, but people left me alone. I was a crazy 
little girl and would fight in a minute.

Did you ever think of expanding 

beyond the food hall?
I adore the food hall. It was my first self-

owned restaurant, and it seems like it came to 
me and was meant to be. I knew nothing about 
it until a member of my book club called me up 
and said, “Hattie, do you know about the new 
food hall?” And I said, “No, and it’s 7 o’clock in 
the morning.” I was in Brothers restaurant and 
saw a ring of keys on the ground and tapped 
the man [standing nearby] on the shoulder. He 
turned around and it was Dave Buckley, the 
former building inspector. He said, “Hey, Miz 
Hattie, I just know you’re going to the new 
food hall because you make the best barbe-
cue.” So, I went in and it was love at first sight. 
They said, “Pick out your spot.” Everything 
food-wise has to be authentic and they were 
choosing carefully to get the mix right.

How did the building inspector 
know about your food?

He inspected my home kitchen, and I also 
did all the festivals. Pete Seeger would come 
by and say, “Don’t forget my chicken.” I did 
the Pumpkin Festival, the Strawberry Festi-
val, the Corn Festival, the Clearwater gath-
erings in Croton-on-Hudson. I did cook-offs 
in Texas, North Carolina, Virginia, New 
Paltz. Once, in Texas, my chicken won fifth 
place out of 500, so that’s pretty good.

FIVE QUESTIONS: HATTIE HESS

Have you ever  
had a camping trip 

from hell?

By Michael Turton

Ron Madden, Kent

Snow and near  
frostbite in the Catskills;  
a bear outside the tent  

in the Adirondacks. 

No, I built a cabin for 
comfortable camping.

Yes, finding a  
scorpion in our tent  

in Moab, Utah.

Nam
Brant Thomas, Nelsonville

Amy Birks, Beacon
July 18, 19, 20

Cuboricua & Christine Alicea
Salsa y Plena

July 27
HOWLAND
CULTURAL

CENTER
Visit, website + social media for more events, info + tickets

Gergely Pediatrics has joined  
Boston Children’s Health Physicians!
We’re proud to share that we’ve joined 

Boston Children’s Health Physicians, 

the most comprehensive pediatric 

multispecialty group in the Hudson 

Valley and Connecticut.
Learn
more
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Breakneck Tunnel  
Will Be One Lane
State plans to close for construction

The Breakneck tunnel will be reduced 
to one lane beginning in mid-July for 

construction, Nelsonville Mayor Chris 
Winward said at the Village Board’s June 
17 meeting.

Winward said that she and other munic-
ipal leaders had been informed earlier 
that day by the state parks department 
that the southbound lane of the tunnel on 
state Route 9D would be closed for about 
four months, with alternating traffic in 
the northbound lane controlled by traffic 
lights. A 5-foot-wide walkway will be added 
to the southbound lane, along with a cross-
walk over 9D, she said they were told.

“It’s a little shocking that there wasn’t a plan 
in place to inform hikers, so we asked for [state 
parks] to put one together,” said Winward. 
“July is literally a couple of weeks away.”

Trustee Dave Moroney said the plan 
sounded like a “disaster.” He added: “I got 
a funny feeling that when they make that 
tunnel one-way for four or five months, 
all hell’s gonna break loose. People aren’t 
happy sitting at a traffic light,” especially 
“because it was a surprise.” 

Rebeca Ramirez, a representative of 
the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, which 
is planning to build a pedestrian bridge 
over the Metro-North tracks on the north 

side of the tunnel, told the board that the 
state Department of Transportation was 
handling the closure and that she had no 
further information. A DOT representative 
said she could not provide details but that 
the agency places electronic signs near the 
roadway and issues a travel advisory before 
any lane closure.

The Breakneck trailhead is expected to 
close in the fall for an extended period because 
of construction on the Fjord Trail bridge. 

Poll Finds 87% Support  
for Fjord Trail
Project commissioned survey of residents 

The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail 
(HHFT) says that a poll it commis-

sioned found that 87 percent of respondents 
who had heard of the proposed 7.5-mile 
linear park between Cold Spring and Beacon 
expressed some or strong support for it. 
Nearly 90 percent said they had a somewhat 
or very positive view of the project.

The Harris Poll in April surveyed 400 
adults who live in Cold Spring, Philipstown, 
Beacon and Fishkill and 400 residents of 
surrounding communities. The respondents 
were selected from people who had previ-
ously agreed to participate in Harris polls.

Of the 400 locals, 77 percent said the trail 
would help manage tourism while 23 percent 
disagreed, saying it will burden “an already 
stretched community.” The top reasons for 

support were that the trail would be “designed 
in an environmentally conscious and resilient 
way,” allow “residents of all abilities to enjoy 
the outdoors,” make the community safer for 
hikers and boost the regional economy.

Of those locals opposed, the top concerns 
were its impact on the environment, an 
increase in visitors, disruptions because of 
construction and a fear it will change the 
character of the area.

The sample data is accurate to within plus 
or minus 8.4 percent in the project area and 
6 percent outside, using a 95 percent confi-
dence level. The Harris Poll said the data was 
weighted by gender, race/ethnicity, educa-
tion and marital status to reflect proportions 
in the larger population. The full results are 
posted at hhft.org/news/announcements.

The Fjord Trail, which is scheduled for 
completion in 2031, is a public-private part-
nership between the nonprofit HHFT Inc. 
and the state Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation.

Danskammer  
Officially Pulls Plug
Abandons plan to convert electric plant

The owners of the Danskammer electric 
plant in the Town of Newburgh officially 

withdrew an application on June 17 for an air-
quality permit that would have allowed for the 
construction of a full-time, gas-fired facility. 

The state Department of Environmental 

Conservation denied the permit in October 
2021. The plant has a permit through April 
2025 to operate during peak consumption, 
which the environmental group Scenic Hudson 
said amounts to about five days annually. 

Danskammer appealed the 2021 ruling 
and filed a lawsuit. In June 2022, the state 
Supreme Court upheld the agency’s deci-
sion. Scenic Hudson, Hudson River Sloop 
Clearwater and other groups opposed the 
plan, saying it would contribute to the 
production of greenhouse gases, which 
cause climate change, at a time when New 
York is reducing them.

New York State Buys  
Philipstown Properties
Purchases to be folded into Fahnestock

New York State has purchased 173 acres 
in Philipstown for $1.5 million to add 

to Fahnestock State Park, according to a 
deed filed June 6 with the Putnam County 
Clerk’s Office.

Two properties on East Mountain Road 
North and two on Perkins Road in Philip-
stown were acquired from the Fresh Air Fund, 
whose 2,000-plus acre holdings include the 
Sharpe Reservation campgrounds in Fishkill. 

New York also purchased, for $40,000, 
a 9.5-acre property owned by the Hudson 
Highlands Land Trust on Route 301, just 
east of the intersection with Route 9, accord-
ing to a deed filed on June 17.

N E W S  B R I E F S

UNITED SONGS  
OF AMERICA

Saturday, July 6 at 7:30pm 
at the United Methodist Church, 

Brewster 

Wednesday, July 10 at 6:30pm 
at Graymoor in Garrison  

(free concert!) 

Sunday, July 14 at 3pm 
at St. Joachim Church, Beacon

Tickets available at the door or at  
putnamchorale.org/usa 

Featuring music by American composers, 
with both historical, patriotic, jazz and 
pop favorites, the concerts will get your 

summer off to a sizzling start! 

Home of the Highlands Choral Society
HIGHLANDS  CHAPEL

216 MAIN STREET COLD SPRING, NY

HIGHLANDSCHAPEL.ORG

THIS SUNDAY:

The Highlands Choral Society is a nonprofit 
organization offering nondenominational  

services and community.

July 7 Robert Cutler 
July 14 Matthew Williams
July 21 Fish & Game Club 
 Service & Barbecue
July 28 Gwendolyn Bounds 

JULY 
SERVICE 

A SPECIAL

PATRIOTIC
SONGS,  HYMNS,  ANTHEMS
& HISTORICAL READINGS

SERVICE OFJUNE 
30

JUNE 30 @ 11:00 AM
FOR WORSHIP
REFLECTION 
& SONG

JOEY AND ANDREW

Book your appointments at barberandbrew.com

Welcomes 
Two Top New York City Barbers

Welcome them to Cold Spring!

Joey has 17 years’ 
experience cutting men’s 
hair in Manhattan and 
Bergen County, NJ.

Andrew, a top-notch 
women’s hair stylist, worked 
with Richard at Bumble & 
Bumble for many years.
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Climate bills
I appreciate Brian PJ Cronin’s coverage of 

the environmental bills in the state Legis-
lature (“Congestion Toll ‘Pause’ Upends 
Climate Bills,” June 21), but I wonder why he 
chose to write of one bill that, in the Assem-
bly, “it came through four committees by 
comfortable margins but never came up on 
the floor” without mentioning the person 
who determines whether a bill comes up on 
the floor for a vote: Speaker Carl Heastie.

William Irwin, Beacon

Sure enough, our state senator, Rob Roli-
son, voted against reducing plastic pollu-
tion. Not a big surprise, since he refused to 
co-sponsor the Packaging Reduction Act, 
which would also have required packaging 
producers to pay for a significant part of the 
municipal costs of disposal of plastics. 

Yvette Valdés Smith, who is running against 
Rolison to represent District 39, has promised 
to support plastic packaging reduction, as well 
as other pro-environment legislation in our 
area — unlike Rolison, who votes against all or 
nearly all environmental legislation.

Heidi Wendel, Nelsonville
Editor’s note: We asked Dain Pascocello, 

Rolison’s chief of staff, about the senator’s 
voting record on the environment. His 
response has been condensed. “This year Sen. 

Rolison routinely crossed the aisle to co-spon-
sor and vote for the following bipartisan 
measures: The Clean Fuel Standard, Recharge-
able Battery Recycling Act, Wildlife Crossing 
Act, Expansion of Food Donation and Scraps 
Program, NYC Green Roof Tax Abatement 
and the ban on PFAS chemicals in menstrual 
products. Last year he co-sponsored the Save 
the Hudson Act, which was unanimously 
passed by the Senate and signed into law.

“Sen. Rolison’s passion for protecting the 
environment and fighting climate change 
was also reflected in his support in 2024 for 
major appropriations such as $400 million 
for the Environmental Protection Fund, 
$500 million for the Clean Water Infrastruc-
ture Act and a $1.6 billion budget for the 
state Department of Environmental Conser-
vation. He was one of two Senate Repub-
licans to support responsible renewable 
energy siting to mitigate damage to agricul-
tural lands and reduce future stress on the 
electric grid. He also voted to add thermal-
energy networks to the list of covered renew-
able energy systems to be eligible for labor 
protections under New York law.”

By pulling congestion pricing at the 
last minute, Gov. Kathy Hochul is wast-
ing hundreds of thousands of dollars and 
countless hours of work that were spent 

gearing up for implementation.
She has ripped the Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority’s budget to shreds with 
no time to create a responsible and consid-
ered alternative.

During this legislative session, the NY 
Heat Act wasn’t passed, the Packaging 
Reduction Act wasn’t passed and New York 
is way behind its planned targets for adding 
wind power and battery storage. By stopping 
congestion pricing, Hochul is once again fail-
ing to put the needed policies in place to meet 
New York’s mandated emissions targets.

Gov. Hochul, a reminder: You received 53 
percent of the vote in 2022. The Environmen-
tal Bond measure received 68 percent of the 
vote. If you want to pander, pander to the 
voters who want breathable air, clean drink-
ing water and a future where we have put the 
brakes on global broiling. We are the majority.

Allan Spiegel, Cold Spring

It is infuriating and irresponsible that 
Gov. Hochul has derailed congestion pricing 
for Manhattan. We are facing more hot and 
humid days because of climate change; this 
causes an increase in bad air quality days. 

Congestion pricing would immediately 
positively impact air quality in Manhattan, 
which would in turn lower the number of 
emergency-room visits from people with 
asthma and heart disease. There are far 
more people walking, biking and riding 
public transit in Manhattan than there are 
private vehicle drivers. It’s time to improve 
New York City’s air quality and return some 
of the street real estate to the majority users.

Tara Vamos, Cold Spring

Hochul has somehow become a truly awful 
governor in a very short period of time.

Harper Sanchez, via Instagram

Parking lawsuit
This is vile behavior on the part of St. 

Andrew & St. Luke Episcopal Church (“St. 
Andrew Floats Church Closure,” June 21). 
It is already subsidized by taxpayers but 
demands more? I hope it is ordered to repay 
the city for its legal fees.

Kyra Stoddart, Beacon

That church building would make a sick 
brewery.

Kieran Roberts, via Instagram

That building is packed with history and 
culture. We can save it. Let’s go!

Lesly Canossi, via Instagram

There’s a 1910 Tiffany glass window in 
that church — could be worth more than 
the whole lot. But great job, City of Beacon, 
for running this institution out of town.

Lori Merhige, via Instagram

L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

Tell us what you think

T he Current welcomes letters to the editor on its coverage and local issues. Submissions are selected by the editor (including from 
comments posted to our social media pages) to provide a variety of opinions and voices, and all are subject to editing for accuracy, 

clarity and length, and to remove personal attacks. Letters may be emailed to editor@ highlandscurrent.org or mailed to The Highlands 
Current, 142 Main St., Cold Spring, NY 10516. The writer’s full name, village or city, and email or phone number must be included, but 
only the name and village or city will be published. For our complete editorial policies, see highlandscurrent.org/editorial-standards.

2-6, 10-18, 20-24

(Continued on Page 5)
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L E T T E R S  A N D  C O M M E N T S

2-6, 10-18, 20-24

This is unacceptable! This church has 
a Jardine & Son historic, incredible pipe 
organ installed in 1860. How can we help?

Sarah Terrell, via Instagram

Food scraps
This is a wonderful initiative (“Cold Spring 

Joins Food-Scrap Initiative,” June 21). The 
compounding effect of everyday, individual 
actions to mitigate global warming cannot 
be overstated. It takes a village. Thank you!

Walter Ulmer, Cold Spring

We are so excited about this convenient 
Kemble Avenue drop. Walk your dog and 
drop your compost. 

Kate Van Voorhees, via Instagram

Looking Back
Chip Rowe does a terrific job with the 

Looking Back in Beacon column (June 
21), which I know takes a lot of work and 
research. I always look forward to it, espe-
cially the entries from 50 years ago. In 1974, 
I was a reporter at the long-gone Evening 
News in Beacon, so I get a chance to relive 
some of the stories I probably worked on.

Joseph Sutherland, via Facebook

Cold Spring parking
A $75 parking ticket is absurd. I frequent 

Cold Spring often but sometimes it is a two-
minute visit for coffee and a scone or to run 
in to buy a quick gift. That was the charm 
to coming into Cold Spring — not bringing 
out a phone to scan a QR code to pay park-
ing. I am happy that it at least got reduced 
from $4 per hour to $2 per hour, but this is 
just one more expense on top of the things 
that are pleasurable.

Tammara Hays, via Instagram

Convictions
Justice will be served (“Dutchess County 

Brothers Guilty in Jan. 6 Attack,” June 14).
Cecile Weiland, via Instagram

This is not justice. This is complete and 
utter nonsense.

Debbie DiRubbio, via Instagram

Child care
Thanks to Leonard Sparks for his excellent 

and thorough report on the child care short-
ages in the Hudson Valley and across the state 
(“Who Will Watch the Kids?” June 14). He told 
the story through the eyes of both the consum-
ers and providers and highlighted the work-
force problems that are at the heart of the 
crisis. As a pediatrician who has worked in the 
area for more than 40 years in private practice 
and at the Beacon Community Health Center, 
I know how important quality child care is 
to the healthy development of young people.

I also wanted to comment on the response 
from Kathleen Taylor (June 21). She is 
correct about the need for a robust Paid 
Family Leave policy in our state and nation 
to support parents who want to stay home 
with their young children. We’re in last place 
among developed countries when it comes 
to paid family leave. The two programs go 
hand-in-hand and allow families to make 
the choices that meet their personal and 
financial circumstances. Supporting fami-
lies in early childhood and allowing them to 
make the choices best for them leads to life-
long physical and emotional health benefits. 

There’s solid data to support that.
If New York leaders are serious about 

making New York welcoming to New York 
families, they should prioritize expanding 
and strengthening paid family leave, and 
make child care and afterschool accessible and 
affordable to all families, which cannot happen 

without investing in the child care workforce.
For more information about how vital 

family-centered state policies are to young 
children, visit the Schuyler Center for Anal-
ysis and Advocacy at scaany.org. Thank you 
again for highlighting this issue.

Paul Kaye, Cold Spring

(Continued from Page 4)

Correction
In a story in the June 21 issue, we 
stated that the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission found that Holtec 
International, the firm decommissioning 
the Indian Point plant, “was not 
spending trust-fund money to lobby 
against a bill to prevent the company 
from discharging radioactive 
wastewater into the Hudson River.” In 
fact, the NRC said it does not know the 
focus of Holtec’s lobbying in Albany.

working at the local drive-in theater. When 
the second movie ended, it was my thank-
less task to approach the three or four cars 
parked at the back to inform the occupants 
that — on the screen, at least — the show was 
over. Without exception, clearing the steam 
off the driver’s window proved educational.

A typical teen, I was nervous about going 
to get my driver’s license, though I was 
relieved when the mustachioed, English-
accented examiner said there would be “no 
tricks” during my road test. 

He immediately had me drive to a side 
street saying, “Park here.” 

When I refused, he rather assertively 
asked what I was doing. “I can’t park here, 
sir; the signs say, ‘No Parking Any Time,’” 
I replied, confidently. 

He raised his voice, repeating, “Park 
here!” to which I replied much less confi-
dently, “I can’t, sir; that’s illegal.” 

Red-faced, he had me drive around the 

block to the same spot, screaming, “Park 
here!” Flustered, I left the front wheels 
the wrong way and forgot to set the park-
ing brake. Back at the testing center, he 
reminded me, loudly, of his promise of “no 
tricks.” I bit my tongue. Parking was my only 
mistake. I got my license. 

A couple of years later, after a Saturday 
night movie date, my girlfriend Margaret 
asked what I’d like to do before taking her 
home. I suggested we go parking and was 
delighted when she agreed. As I turned 
down a backroad outside her hometown, she 
asked me to pull into the corner gas station, 
which was closed for the night. 

“We can’t park here!” I said. Margaret 
replied that she was fine with parking but 
not on that road, because she was experienc-
ing a vision: a small car, painted two colors 
and occupied by two men who frightened 
her. I peered intently down the pitch-black 
road. With no moon and from under a bright 
yard light, seeing anything was impossible. 

About five minutes later, a small green 

Datsun, with its driver’s door painted 
brown and two middle-aged men in the 
front seats, appeared from down the road. 
The car stopped. The men looked right at 
us. Margaret’s family had certain skills I 
had doubted until that moment. Our park-
ing plan was abandoned. 

While attending the University of Wind-
sor part-time, I didn’t buy the expensive 
student parking pass. Instead, I parked on 
a side street under a “No Parking” sign. I 
got caught about twice a week, but tickets 
were only $2. My strategy worked well until 
I went to renew my driver’s license and had 
to pay off $84 in tickets. 

Later, in the full-time world, a colleague 
told me about a Dodge Aspen that Chrysler 
somehow lost track of after it was parked in 
a storage yard. I bought the “brand-new,” 
three-year-old car with zero miles for a song. 

The point of all these nonfiction tales? 
Park at your own peril, and when some-

one suggests parking is a simple subject, 
don’t believe them. 

Parking (from Page 1)
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Historic District Review Board for the 
Village of Cold Spring will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, July 2, 
2024, at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, to 
consider the application by Ethan Timm, TFG Studio, 50 Main Street, 
Cold Spring, New York 10516 to add a two-storey side and rear addition 
to an existing two-storey single-family residence.

The subject property is 34 Garden Street, Cold Spring, New York, 
10516, designated as Tax Map Section 48.8-2-32. The property is 
located within the R-O Zoning District and the Local Historic District. 
The property is owned by Rebecca Sperling and Deborah Little.

Hard copies of the application materials are available for review in 
Village Hall, 85 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516 after June 21st, by 
appointment only. Please call the Village Clerk at 845-265-3611 to make 
an appointment.

Application materials will also be available to view on the Village 
website: https://www.coldspringny.gov/historic-district-review-
board/pages/current-applications

Written comment on the application can be delivered to Village Hall, 
or emailed to the Village Clerk, vcsclerk@coldspringny.gov. Written 
comment must be received by Monday July 1, 2024 to be included in the 
public record.

The public is welcome to join the hearing via videoconference:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85246257150?pwd=SHlaMm5rbTRVaVpV
S0F1UzlGeFhwZz09  

Join by phone: +1 646-876-9923            

Meeting ID: 852 4625 7150     Passcode: 005635 

By Order Of The Historic District Review Board Albert Zgolinski, Chair

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Historic District Review Board for the 
Village of Cold Spring will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, July 2, 
2024, at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, to 
consider the application by Matthew Beachak, 11 Garden Street, Cold 
Spring, New York 10516 to add a front porch and a two-storey rear 
addition to an existing two-storey multi-use building.

The subject property is 133-135 Main Street, Cold Spring, New York, 
10516, designated as Tax Map Section 48.8-6-43. The property is 
located within the B-1 Zoning District as well as the National Register 
and Local Historic Districts.

Hard copies of the application materials are available for review in 
Village Hall, 85 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516 after June 21st, by 
appointment only. Please call the Village Clerk at 845-265-3611 to make 
an appointment.

Application materials will also be available to view on the Village website:  
https://www.coldspringny.gov/historic-district-review-board/pages/
current-applications

Written comment on the application can be delivered to Village Hall, 
or emailed to the Village Clerk, vcsclerk@coldspringny.gov. Written 
comment must be received by Monday July 1, 2024 to be included in the 
public record.

The public is welcome to join the hearing via videoconference:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85246257150?pwd=SHlaMm5rbTRVaVpV
S0F1UzlGeFhwZz09 

Join by phone: +1 646-876-9923            
Meeting ID: 852 4625 7150     Passcode: 005635

By Order Of The Historic District Review Board Albert Zgolinski, Chair
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Despite legal setback, Homeland begins construction
By Chip Rowe

A fter years of legal battles, Homeland 

Towers has started construction on 

a 95-foot cell tower overlooking the 

Cold Spring Cemetery.A state judge ruled in December that the 

company could not dig up a shared access 

road to bury power cables. In response, it 

plans to string the lines on utility poles before 

routing them underground at the boundary of 

the parcel, which is located at the end of the 

private Rockledge Road in Nelsonville. 

According to revised plans filed with the 

village on March 19, the gravel access road 

will be widened to allow emergency vehicles 

to access the tower, which will be disguised 

as a fir tree or “monopine.” 
Mayor Chris Winward said in a statement 

that taking the lines overhead did not require 

Homeland to submit a revised site plan. 

Instead, the building inspector determined 

that the off-site, overhead power lines were “a 

field change not requiring further approval.” 

Homeland Towers did not return a phone 

message seeking comment.
The December ruling by state Judge Gina 

Capone, in response to a lawsuit filed by 

neighbors of the site, said other changes to 

the access road besides digging were OK, 

subject to a building permit Nelsonville 

issued in 2020. In a letter to The Current (see Page 4), 

seven neighbors expressed dismay that 

Work began this month on an access 

road to a cell tower planned in Nelsonville 

adjacent to the Cold Spring Cemetery.

 

Photo provided

(Continued on Page 21)
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‘Dear Mom  and Dad’Beacon resident transcribes 
soldier’s wartime letters

By Michael Turton

O n Nov. 27, 1944, three days after 

his 20th birthday, Pfc. Edwin 

“Buster” Johnson was killed 

instantly by a sniper in the village of Krieg-

sheim in northeast France.
Eighty years later, in time for Memorial 

Day, Johnson’s 103 wartime letters to his 

family in Beacon have been published in a 

book, Dear Mom and Dad.
Johnson’s mother, Mary Moranski John-

son, kept the letters for decades in a trunk. 

In 2023, her daughter, Anne Johnson 

Thomas, loaned the collection to Joann 

Miskell, who had chaired the Veterans 

Banners Project spearheaded by the Melz-

ingah Chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution. Miskell began to transcribe the letters, 

which were written in pencil, but many took 

time to decipher. “They had badly faded, but 

with a magnifying glass, sunlight and digi-

tal editing [to adjust contrast], I was able to 

get through them,” she says.
When Anne Thomas, 85, read the manu-

script, she says she “felt like my brother 

was still alive and talking to me.” The last 

surviving of the six Johnson children, she 

is a longtime volunteer at the Castle Point 

VA Medical Center in Wappingers Falls. 

Buster’s letters, written in 1943 and 

1944, chronicle his 19 months in the Army, 

Anne Johnson with her older brother, 

Buster 

Family photo

ATTABOY —  The Animal Rescue Foundation (ARF) raised over $13,000 at its annual 5K Run & Walk with the Dogs on May 19 in Beacon. The race drew a record 225 participants, plus 13 children for an inaugural 1K fun run, and 70 dogs, all assisted by 45 volunteers. The top human finishers were Otto Vogrincic (19:04) and Krista Kowalczyk (20:05), both of Beacon. For more photos, see highlandscurrent.org.
 Photo by Ross Corsair

Back in BusinessBeacon visitor center reopens after lapseBy Jeff Simms

I f you spend much time on Main Street 

in Beacon, you’re probably familiar 

with Carmen Johnson. 
The city resident, a retired Social Secu-

rity Administration claims representative 

turned crossing guard, helps pedestrians 

navigate the tricky west end of Main, near 

the Bank Square Coffeehouse, on week-

day mornings and afternoons. Now, she’s 

adding weekend hours. 
Johnson is among a handful of volun-

teers who will assist Dutchess Tourism as 

it reopens the Beacon Welcome Center, a 

small building at Polhill Park that will be 

more visible when construction is complete 

at the consolidated fire station next door. 

She will be there from 9 to 10:30 a.m. on 

Saturdays doing what comes naturally — 

talking to people about Beacon. 
“I love telling people about the city — 

the age of it, the history of it,” said John-

son, who volunteered and later managed 

the Welcome Center over a 14-year period 

while it was operated by the Beacon Cham-

ber of Commerce. “It’s an honor.”
She noted that the building is well-situated. 

“As people come up that hill” from the Metro-

North station, it is “the first face of Beacon,” 

she said. “There we are with our ‘open’ sign.”

The Welcome Center closed after the 

pandemic shutdown in 2020 and, with 

the Beacon Chamber in flux, struggled to 

reopen. Earlier this year, Dutchess Tourism, 

Nelsonville Cell Tower Underway
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by Fishkill and the Empire State Devel-
opment director. Town Supervisor Ozzy 
Albra, who on Wednesday (June 26) called 
the proposal a “bad deal for the taxpayers,” 
said he will request that the Fishkill Town 
Board, rather than the Planning Board, be 
named the lead agency to review the project 
and requests for zoning changes. The site 
is currently zoned for one house per acre.

An Empire State Development repre-
sentative said the request for proposals 
issued for the site will remain open until 
a contract with Conifer is finalized. The 
agency would not say how many proposals 
it received. 

If the Conifer plan moves forward, the 
first phase of construction in January 2026 
would include 375 housing units, with 
a minimum of 20 percent designated as 
“permanently affordable” for households 
earning less than 80 percent of the area’s 
annual median income. (According to the 
most recent Census Bureau data, the AMI 
for a household in Dutchess County is 
$94,578.) The complex would include two-
story duplexes and triplexes, with at least 
25 percent having three bedrooms.

As much as $8 million in state grants 
could be available for the project.

Conifer, which has developed more than 
21,000 affordable apartments in some 
300 communities, said it will engage with 
local governments and the community to 
determine the housing plan for the next two 
phases. The first phase will be rentals but the 
company said it would consider selling units 
in the second and third phases of construction. 

The state said the development would 
also feature a playground, a walking trail 
and common areas. The project advances 
recommendations of the Prison Redevel-
opment Commission, a 15-member panel 
created by Hochul in 2022 to consider 
repurposing closed prisons.

The commission issued a report that year 
recommending that the state prioritize hous-
ing in its redevelopment efforts. It also recom-
mended that the state launch a program to 
make grants available to developers and/or 
municipalities that acquire closed facilities, 
create a technical assistance fund to help 
with infrastructure acquisition and mainte-
nance, and support outreach and consensus-
building in impacted communities.

But Albra said on Wednesday that, if the 
Downstate project is built as proposed, it 
would overwhelm Fishkill. The development 
“would be bigger than the Village of Fishkill, 
which has its own government,” he said. 

Albra questioned how Routes 52 and 9D, 
which are often congested near the Fish-
kill/Beacon line, could handle an influx of 
residents living in 1,300 new apartments 
and homes, even if introduced over several 
years. That many residents would require 
a new school, and the site currently has no 
fire coverage, he said. 

In May, the town circulated a draft of a 
position paper outlining its priorities for 
the former prison. In the document, offi-
cials argued that Downstate would be 
perfect for commercial development that 
could “be an economic driver.”

If the redevelopment is mixed-use, they 
requested that Fishkill and Dutchess resi-
dents, in that order, be given preference for 
a third of the units. The paper also advo-

cated asking the state for help with infra-
structure, such as water and sewer lines 
and police coverage. Town Board members 
will vote on Wednesday (July 3) on a final 
version to send to Hochul. 

Some issues raised by Albra could affect 
Beacon, too. The former prison is connected 
to Beacon’s water and sewer systems. The city 
also serves the prison’s sanitary sewer system. 
And without a new school, children living in 
homes constructed at the site would attend 
Glenham Elementary, which is in Fishkill but 
part of the Beacon City School District. 

At the same time, Beacon Mayor Lee Kyria-
cou believes the project could help stem rising 
housing costs. “Beacon is very popular and 
people are willing to live nearby,” he said. “If 
there were that many hundreds of units right 
adjacent to us, I bet it would ease up rents and 
pricing pressure on home purchases.”

Other Prison Projects
 ¢ A minority-owned partnership was 

awarded the right last year to turn 
the former Lincoln Correctional 
Facility in New York City into 105 
affordable housing units plus arts 
and community space. The prison 
closed in 2019.

 ¢ New York State last year issued a 
request for proposals to redevelop 
Bayview Correctional Facility in 
New York City, with an emphasis on 
housing. 

 ¢ Empire State Development has 
transferred the Livingston Correctional 
Facility in Groveland to the Livingston 
County Industrial Development Agency, 
advancing another recommendation 
from the Prison Redevelopment 
Commission’s 2022 report.

Downstate closed in 2022.  Photo by J. Simms A rendering of a courtyard in the proposed complex

Conifer said the first phase of development would include 375 housing units.  Images provided

Downstate Prison (from Page 1)

Visit highlandscurrent.org  for news 
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By Michael Turton

Public comment was in short supply 
at the public hearing held during the 
Wednesday (June 26) meeting of the 

Cold Spring Village Board on changes to 
parking regulations. Only two retailers 
provided feedback. 

After the hearing, the board approved 
changes to the Village Code to formalize 
revisions approved on June 12. The changes 
reduced the fee for metered parking on Main 
Street, which is in effect from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, from 
$4 per hour to $2 per hour. In addition, the 
board increased the maximum time allowed 

for metered parking from three to four hours. 
During public comment, Doug Price, 

owner of Doug’s Pretty Good Pub, asked for 
the reasoning behind the four-hour limit. 
“Why not five hours” or longer, he asked, 
noting that many visitors want to spend the 
day. “Most people who park on Main Street 
are not hikers, shoppers or employees.”

Mayor Kathleen Foley said the rationale 
behind time limits came from the Park-
ing Committee, which was established to 
make recommendations. She said the board 
shared the view of the committee that turn-
over is important.

Craig Muraszewski, owner of The 
General Store, also advocated an increase 

in time limits. “What we’re consistently 
hearing from people is that the four-hour 
limit is not enough,” he said.

Muraszewski said that, as a merchant, he 
must spend time “handholding” custom-
ers, explaining where they can park for free 
after their paid time expires.  

Foley said the village is building a 
website that will include detailed informa-
tion about parking throughout Cold Spring. 
“We’re going to get through this season at 
four hours,” she said.

The board also approved a small no-parking 
zone on Kemble Avenue between Wall Street 
and The Boulevard to improve sightlines 
during pickup and drop-off at the Foundry 

Montessori School in the former VFW hall. 

In other business …

 ¢ The village office will close at 3 p.m. on 
Fridays from July 5 through Labor Day.

 ¢ The board approved a Seastreak proposal 
to dock at Cold Spring on two Saturdays, 
July 13 and Aug. 10. After visiting the village, 
the cruises will continue up the Hudson 
River to Milton for wine tastings. 

 ¢ The mayor was authorized to sign 
permit applications to the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for 
repairs to the break wall at the Cold Spring 
Boat Club. The club, which leases the site 
from the village, is responsible for main-
taining the wall. 
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Up to 20 percent of the payout could be 
used for legal expenses, plus additional 
funds for administrative fees and taxes. 
The balance would be distributed in equal 
amounts to customers who were enrolled 
in the program as of July 18, 2022. 

Customers would be able to opt out of the 
settlement; if more than 10 percent choose 
that option, Columbia can withdraw. That 
would negate a compromise forged during 
a daylong mediation in April involving 
the parties, Central Hudson and the state 
Public Service Commission. 

After that session, the municipalities 
concluded that a settlement would be “fair, 
reasonable, adequate and in the best inter-
ests” of the CCA customers, according to 
settlement documents. 

Columbia Utilities had agreed in 2021 to a 
three-year contract to supply the 10 munic-
ipalities with electricity from renewable 
sources at 6.6 cents per kilowatt-hour for 
residents and 7.1 cents for small businesses. 
Residents and businesses were automati-
cally enrolled but could opt out and continue 
receiving electricity from Central Hudson. 

According to program administrator 
Joule Assets, the 24,000 customers who 

stayed with Hudson Valley Community 
Power saved about $7 million before the 
deal with Columbia Utilities fell apart 
(including $941,380 in Philipstown, 
$216,050 in Cold Spring and $651,800 in 
Beacon) and prevented the release of 25,560 
metric tons of the greenhouse gases that 
cause global warming.

In February 2022, while CCA customers 
were paying a fixed rate of 6.6 cents per 
kilowatt-hour, Central Hudson’s variable 
rate rose to more than 20 cents because of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its effect 
on energy markets.

That same month, according to the 

lawsuit, Columbia Utilities began telling 
Joule and the municipalities that it couldn’t 
fulfill the contract, blaming Central 
Hudson’s ongoing problems with its bill-
ing system. 

In April 2022, the company notified the 
Public Service Commission that it intended 
to transfer CCA customers back to Central 
Hudson, spurring the lawsuit. Although 
a judge temporarily barred Columbia 
Utilities from transferring customers, 
it happened anyway when the New York 
Independent System Operator banned the 
company from the energy markets for fail-
ing to post $3.5 million in collateral to meet 
creditworthiness requirements. 

As part of the settlement, the Public 
Service Commission will not use claims 
from the lawsuit to challenge Colum-
bia Utility’s effort to re-enter the energy 
market and allow the company to remain 
eligible to supply electricity and gas. 

Meanwhile, in July 2023, Cold Spring, 
Nelsonville and Philipstown joined a 
revived Hudson Valley Community Power 
that has nine other members (not includ-
ing Beacon, which opted out) and a new 
supplier, Direct Energy Services. The 
contract runs through June 2025. 

What Do I Pay?
In Cold Spring, the CCA’s default fixed 
rate for residents and small businesses 
through June 2025 in Cold Spring is 
12.24 cents per kilowatt-hour for  
100 percent renewable energy.

In Philipstown and Nelsonville, the 
default fixed rate is 11.24 cents for  
50 percent renewable energy.

The standard fixed CCA rate is 9.87 
cents. The variable rate charged by 
Central Hudson, which continues to 
handle billing, delivery and repairs, was 
7.58 cents on June 12 and has averaged 
8.3 cents over the past year. It hit 12 
cents in March.

Customers can opt out of the CCA or 
change their rate by calling Hudson Valley 
Community Power at 845-859-9099 on 
weekdays between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Notes from the Cold Spring Village Board

Utility (from Page 1)
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repaved, with sidewalks along the corridor 
to be rebuilt and widened to comply with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Storm drains will be replaced. The traf-
fic signal at Main Street will have a leading 
interval installed to give pedestrians time 
to enter the crosswalk before vehicles are 
given a green light. Lanes for turning onto 
Main will be improved for trucks negotiat-
ing the tight intersection.

A handful of parking spaces will be added 
on Fishkill Avenue between Main Street and 
Verplanck Avenue. Crosswalks will be rebuilt 
and “speed tables” — flat, raised traffic-calm-
ing devices — will be installed near Ron’s Ice 
Cream, where vehicles coming from Main 
can have trouble seeing pedestrians. 

The project is expected to be complete 
by August 2025. 

The work was scheduled to begin in 2023, 
but contractors’ bids were nearly twice as 
high as the $7 million the city had budgeted. 
However, the project actually dates back 
further than last year — much further. 

City officials began cobbling together 
funding to repave the thoroughfare just 
after the turn of the century. In June 
2001, the City Council approved spend-
ing $170,000 for design work on the Teller 
Avenue stretch. Later that year, the Fishkill 
Avenue segment was added. 

It’s difficult to trace the starts and stops 
since then, but by the economic downturn of 
2008, the work had been put on a back burner. 
Mayor Lee Kyriacou, who served nine terms on 
the City Council, recalled “more than a couple 
of times being informed that we were working 
on it. It was always in the background.”

City Administrator Chris White said that 
when he was hired at the end of 2020, the 
city still needed to acquire easements from 
about three dozen property owners for the 
ADA-compliant sidewalks. Anthony “Zep” 
Thomaselli, who retired as highway superin-
tendent in 2017, stepped forward. “He knew 
a lot of people and worked with the right-of-
way acquisition company to get the necessary 
paperwork and get things filed,” White said.

By late 2022, with the rights-of-way 
secured, the city was primed to start work. 
But when the bids came in high, White 
shortened the project from the Town of 
Fishkill line to Blackburn. He also removed 
$1 million for granite curbs and secured 
$2 million in federal transportation aid 

through Dutchess County. 
With a budget of $9 million — and 95 

percent of it coming from state and federal 
sources — the city put the project out to bid 
in the spring. This time the bids came in 
low, leaving White about $800,000 to “see 
how much more sidewalk I can buy” toward 
the Fishkill line. 

The City Council had already authorized 
$1.2 million to replace a sewer line beneath 
Fishkill Avenue, and the city penciled $1 
million into its capital pipeline to replace 
a century-old water line along the same 
stretch. The council is expected to vote on 
the expenditure next month. 

Once the water and sewer are upgraded, 
White said the city has funding to pave the 
final segment next year. That would mean 
“we get back to the original scope of work, 
plus some.”

Contractors are scheduled to work week-
days from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Traffic will be 
disrupted at times, but city officials expect 
the road to be reasonably clear for end-of-day 
congestion. When the project is complete, 
White predicts a significant upgrade. 

“When you think about how the rest of the 
city now looks, this corridor was an outlier,” 
he said. “This is going to be transformative.”

Albany: State Plans to 
Drop Regents Tests

The New York State Education Depart-
ment released a plan on June 10 that 

will phase out Regents tests as early as 
2025-26 as a requirement for high school 
diplomas, according to the Times Union.

The Board of Regents will receive the 
proposal in November and is expected 
to agree to its recommendations. Exams 
would still be offered but not required for 
graduation. The proposed change came 
from a committee of teachers, school lead-
ers, students and members of nonprofit 
education organizations. 

The Regent exams were first offered 
in New York in 1878. About 25 years ago, 
the Board of Regents made five of them a 
requirement for graduation.

The committee also recommended chang-
ing the list of required classes to provide 
more flexibility in math and said high schools 
should add more practical lessons to curricu-
lums, such as internships and public speaking.

Kingston: Ulster  
Adopts Pronoun Plan

Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger on 
June 12 announced a preferred name 

and pronoun plan for county employees, 
according to the Daily Freeman.

Metzger said the plan will “ensure an inclu-
sive work environment in which all employ-
ees’ identities and pronouns are fully and 
appropriately reflected and used.” She said 
it “encourages an environment for personal 
expression, within community standards.”

She said employees can notify the county 
of their preferred first name for email, the 
phone directory and personnel listings. 
Employee IDs will show both legal and 
preferred first names.

Poughkeepsie: Woman 
May Have Been Victim

Rex Heuermann, 60, the suspected Gilgo 
Beach serial killer, was charged on June 

6 in the death of a Poughkeepsie native, 
Jessica Taylor, who was killed in 2003.  

The body of Taylor was found on Long 
Island within a mile of those of four victims 
whose murders were the basis of the origi-
nal charges against Heuermann.

He was arraigned for the death of Taylor, 
20, and another woman, Sandra Costilla, 
28, who was killed in 1993.

Newburgh: Merchants 
Upset with Meters

Merchants are upset with the city’s new 
parking meters, which take credit 

cards but not coins. 
According to Mid Hudson News, retail-

ers say the devices are too complicated and 
deter customers. Mayor Torrance Harvey 
said officials are reviewing the software to 
make it more user-friendly but that the city 
would not go back to coins. He said people 
who didn’t want to pay could park on side 
streets that don’t have meters.

Peekskill: State Police 
Raid Stores

For the second time in four months, state 
police raided stores allegedly selling 

cannabis without a license. 
According to the Peekskill Herald, troop-

ers on Wednesday (June 26) tagged two 
stores — the Peekskill Smoke Shop and the 
South Street Deli — with notices alleging 
they were selling illegal cannabis. Officers 
searched a third store, Papi’s Secret Stash, 
but did not issue a notice.

In March, troopers raided a smoke shop 
on Park Street and the Highland Gour-
met Deli. Two retailers that have obtained 
licenses, Peekskill Cloud 914 and Valley 
Greens, plan to open later in the summer.

Anthony Merante  
(1943-2024)

Anthony D. Merante, of Cold Spring, 
passed away at home on Sunday, June 23, 
2024.

He was predeceased by his parents, John 
R Merante Sr. and Sidnee Allyn Merante, 
as well as his first wife, Hiroko Merante.

Tony is survived by his second wife, 
Lynda Ann Ewen; his two sons, Ryo and 
Peter (Christine), two grandsons, Aidan 
and Matthew, his brothers, William (Diane) 
and John/Jiggum (Carolyn) and his sister 
Laura/Lolly as well as nieces and nephews.

Known by some as Ande, and by 
others as Tony, he was born in New York 
City on December 17, 1943. His father, 
John Sr., was a WWII Navy veteran and 
a police officer for the Cold Spring Police 
Department. His mother, Sidnee, was a 
devoted parishioner of St. Mary’s Epis-
copal Church in Cold Spring.

After graduating from Hartwick College 
in Oneonta, NY, Tony enlisted in the United 
States Navy, where he served as a cryptolo-
gist stationed in Japan during the Vietnam 
War. It was there that Tony met Hiroko and 
they started their family. Returning home to 
Cold Spring in 1970 with Hiroko, Ryo, and 
Peter, he became a union electrician with 
Metro-North Commuter Railroad where 
he worked for over 30 years.

Devoted to serving his community, 
Tony first became deeply involved in 
Philipstown volunteering and serving as 
a coach for Little League and Babe Ruth 
for over a decade. He then branched out 
into local politics serving on school, 
planning and zoning boards, served on 
the Philipstown Town Council, and was 
active in the local Democratic Party.

Later in life, Tony reconnected with 
his former college classmate, Lynda Ann 
Ewen. Over several years, they bonded 
from their shared experience of caring 
for ailing spouses and formed the “Cold 
Spring Village Commune” (named by 
Dr. Cynthia Ligenza). Tony and Lynda 
Ann married in 2023.

A celebration of life will be held at St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church Hall on Satur-
day, June 29 at 1 pm.

Funeral Arrangements are under the 
direction of Clinton Funeral Home- Cold 
Spring.

P A I D  N O T I C E

Around  
   Region

TH
E

Community Nursery School and Learning Center

Now accepting applications for the Sept. -Dec. 2024 school term.

Visit our website at www.cnscoldspring.com and/or 
Email us at: communitynurseryschoolcs50@gmail.com

NOW OFFERING AFTER-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS!

The Happiest Place in Town!

Teller/Fishkill (from Page 1)

“When you think about 
how the rest of the city now 
looks, this corridor was an 
outlier. This is going to be 
transformative.”

~ City Administrator Chris White
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A R O U N D  T H E  H O R N

BIG-LEAGUE 
VISIT — 
Philipstown Little 
League players 
who attended a 
Hudson Valley 
Renegades 
game at Heritage 
Financial Park in 
Wappingers Falls 
last month were 
allowed to run 
on the diamond. 
 Photos by Ross Corsair

ALL-STARS — Liam Murphy, a 2024 graduate of Beacon High School, last week was named 
by area coaches as the Section IX, Class A Player of the Year. Pitcher Mikey Fontaine and 
outfielder Jackson Atwell joined him on the All-Section team.  Photo by Cadence Heeter
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A Visit to 
Cold Spring
A handful of Russel and Mary 
Wright’s creations, along with 
items he picked up in Asia, are 
on display at Studio Tashtego on 
Main Street in Cold Spring.

Stories from a Collection, on 
view through Aug. 4, features 
selections from the Russel Wright 
Design Center’s extensive cache 
of artifacts.

Andy Warhol collected the couple’s 
work. Martha Stewart championed 
their 1950 book Design for Modern 
Living, which blasts pretense, 
praises informality and promotes 
a democratized design ethos for 
middle-class homes — including 
the now-popular “great room” that 
integrates the kitchen, dining area 
and living (or family) room.

Many items embrace 
imperfection, like the two bowls 
with drip marks in the glazing that, 
according to the wall label, Russel 
Wright likely collected in Japan.

Some pieces in a sky-blue 
tableware line produced in 1952 
evoke American Modern’s style, 
but not the sugar bowl with an 
ill-fitting lid. Several tan plates 
contain baked-in patterns on the 
surface that resemble a coating 
of powdered sugar. One looks like 
the top of a cake.

The Russel Wright Center seeks 
other local partners, says Allison 
Cross, Manitoga’s executive 
director. “Julia [Caldwell, owner of 
Studio Tashtego] shares a similar 
passion for textured household 
items and the notion that good 
design can enhance people’s 
lifestyles, so this one was easy.”

Studio Tashtego, at 158 Main St., 
is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday to Sunday. Call 917-794-
4643 or visit studiotashtego.com.

Artists visit retreat  
and return with pieces 
to fit the space

By Marc Ferris

After opening a studio on the Upper 
East Side in 1928, Russel Wright 
and his wife, Mary, crafted earth-

toned home goods by hand, intending to 
produce them on an industrial scale.

Despite designing for mass-market success, 
they found inspiration in nature. Their retreat 
in Philipstown centers on a house and studio 
situated atop a granite quarry wall just so. 

Surrounded by 77 acres of sculpted 
landscape (Wright moved boulders with 
a derrick to create a pool and waterfall), 
the hard-angled glass and wood structures 
somehow fit seamlessly into the setting.

Mary, a distant cousin of Albert Einstein, 
contributed to the concept but died in 1952, 
10 years before the complex’s completion. 
Wright tinkered with the property until his 
death in 1976, installing interior artworks 
that blended natural and artificial elements. 

The aesthetic is reflected in this season’s 
annual exhibition at Manitoga, The Source of 
Everything, curated by Kate Orne, publisher 
of Upstate Diary, an $18 print magazine 
with heft that has expanded its editorial 
focus from the Hudson River Valley to an 
international gaze. Orne featured Manitoga 
in 2015 and selected art inspired by nature.

Most of the 20 small works on display in 
the home and studio are created for their 
settings. “It’s important to respect the space 
and not overwhelm it,” says Orne. “These 
pieces balance with what Wright created 
and are a complement to the conversation, 
not an intrusion.”

In years past, Manitoga/The Russel 
Wright Design Center allowed a visual 
artist or two to scope out the place for a 
while and develop site-specific works. For 
this year’s showcase, several artists visited 
together to absorb the vibe and visualize 
where their work would be presented.

Three collaborative sculptures by 
Kieran Kinsella and Rodger Stevens blend 

hammered, riveted brass and wood. “Dialog-
bject #1 (Alicorn)” resembles a tiny xylophone. 

Other pieces include ceramic artichoke 
candleholders by Lola Montes, ceramic sculp-
tures with interlocking panels from Sam Falls, 
a squat bronze work by Myra Mimlitsch-Gray 
and Sagarika Sundaram’s hand-dyed, wool 
and wire abstract wall hanging.

Stevens also contributes a solo wall 
sculpture that outlines its title, “Portrait 
of a Family as a Landscape.” Before Mary 
Wright died, the couple adopted a daughter, 
Ann, who grew up in the house and runs a 
catering company in the area.

Jeremy Anderson’s work occupies the 
integrated kitchen and dining room on the 
home’s lower level. His dense, glazed stone-
ware sculpture, “Piccolo 147,” resembles the 
folds of a rose. 

A couple of metallic-looking “Swimming 
Hole Platters” hark to the water outside the 
window and to Wright’s mass-produced 
decorative serving plates with a sheen 
(including a color he called gunmetal, on 
display in Cold Spring; see right). 

Old photos show the kitchen/dining room 
shelves filled with the couple’s most popu-
lar and recognizable creation, the American 

Modern tableware line, introduced in 1939.
Spouts on the creamers, teapots and 

water pitchers stick out like bird beaks. The 
style stuck around due in part to its influ-
ence and widespread licensing, which Mary 
helped pioneer and sustain.

Russel Wright, an indefatigable toiler, 
also lionized leisure. A living paradox, 
he obsessed on Manitoga and installed 
a jumble of whimsical juxtapositions 
between the natural and the artificial. 

Interior adornments include hemlock 
needles mashed into the plaster of one of 
the house’s walls and butterflies pressed 
between plexiglass screens. After he 
dabbed sand and epoxy paint onto another 
wall, a good portion of the grains fell on the 
floor. He left it up anyway.

“I first came to Manitoga in 2011 and every 
time I return, I discover something new,” says 
Orne. “The place keeps pulling me back.”

Manitoga is located at 584 Route 9D in 
Philipstown. The Source of Everything is 
on view Fridays to Mondays through  
Aug. 19 during 90-minute guided tours. 
Tickets are $30 at visitmanitoga.com. Chil-
dren must be at least 10 years old to attend.

The Calendar

Finding that Manitoga Vibe

"The Source of Everything," by Sagarika Sundaram Photos by Carlton Davis

"Artichoke Candleholder (Two Heads),"  
by Lola Montes

“Dialogbject #1 (Alicorn),” by Kieran 
Kinsella and Rodger Stevens

Vessels and platters by Jeremy Anderson
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 COMMUNITY

SAT 29
How to Become a  
U.S. Citizen
BEACON
11 a.m. Howland Public Library
313 Main St. | 845-831-1134
beaconlibrary.org 

Get information about the 
processes available to immigrants. 

SAT 29
H.V. Renegades vs. 
Wilmington
WAPPINGERS FALLS
7:05 p.m. Heritage Financial Park
1500 Route 9D
845-838-0094 | hvrenegades.com 

The first 1,000 fans will receive a 
Spencer Jones bobblehead, and the 
game will be followed by fireworks. 
Also SUN 30. On THURS 4, the 
Yankees minor-league affiliate begins 
a home stand against the Brooklyn 
Cyclones before going on the road 
for two weeks. Cost $10.50 to $28

WED 3
Oh, Freedom! 
COLD SPRING 
3 p.m. Putnam History Museum  
63 Chestnut St. | 845-265-4010 
putnamhistorymuseum.org

This is the first of a series 
of workshops for the Putnam 
County Quilting Project in which 
participants will create squares to 
tell the stories of enslaved people 
and abolitionists in the Hudson 
Valley. No sewing or quilting 
experience necessary. Also July 10.

SAT 6
Nodate Tea Ceremony
GARRISON
1 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Members of the Mid-Hudson 
Japanese Community Association 
will lead a traditional tea ceremony 
for guests. Registration required. 

 KIDS & FAMILY

SAT 29
Play Sets
BEACON
10:30 a.m. Dia:Beacon | 3 Beekman St.
845-231-0811 | diaart.org

Families with children ages 5 and 
older are invited to explore the galler-
ies; in this session, Dia educators will 
focus on the work of Meg Webster. 
On SUN 30 it will be Robert Irwin 
and on SAT 6, Andy Warhol. Free

SAT 29
Adventures of the  
Lost Treasure
GARRISON
1 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Talewise will perform an 
interactive play and children can sign 
up for the summer reading program. 

FRI 5
Hook
GARRISON
2 p.m. Desmond-Fish Library 
472 Route 403 | 845-424-3020 
desmondfishlibrary.org

Watch the 1991 movie about a 
grown-up Peter Pan who returns 
to Neverland when Captain Hook 
kidnaps his children. 

 TALKS

SAT 29
Love and Revolution
PHILIPSTOWN
Noon. Magazzino | 2700 Route 9
magazzino.art

As the final part of the museum’s 
summer lecture series, Evoluzioni: 
Playing with Form and Tradition 
in Postwar Italian Culture, Emily 
Antenucci, a professor of Italian at 
Vassar College, will discuss Adele 
Cambria and her work of feminist 
political theater, Nonostante 
Gramsci. Cost: $10

 NATURE & OUTDOORS

SAT 29
Butterfly Walk & Talk
GARRISON
10 a.m. Location TBA
putnamhighlandsaudubon.org

Charlie Roberto will lead this 
hike through fields and meadows. 
Register online. Participants will be 
told where to meet.

SAT 6
Benedict Arnold’s Flight 
GARRISON
10 a.m. Marcia’s Mile | 8 Glenclyffe
845-265-4010 
putnamhistorymuseum.org

During this history hike, follow 
Arnold’s path when he escaped and 
learn about how the landscape has 
changed. Meet at the trailhead, 
which is inside the Route 9D 
driveway entrance to the Rec 
Center. Cost: $15 ($12 members)

 VISUAL ARTS

SAT 29
Anne Rorimer
BEACON
2 p.m. Dia: Beacon | 3 Beekman St. 
845-231-0811 | diaart.org

The scholar will discuss the artwork 
of On Kawara, Blinky Palermo and 
Lawrence Weiner. Cost: $20 ($18 
seniors, $12 students and visitors with 
disabilities, $5 ages 5 to 11, free ages 
5 and younger, Beacon residents)

SAT 6
Back and Forth,  
Between Names
NEWBURGH
4 – 7 p.m. Ann Street Gallery
104 Ann St. | annstreetgallery.org

The summer group show includes 
works by Philipstown’s Matt 
Frieburghaus and Jaanika Peerna. 
Through Aug. 25. 

SUN 7
Kelly O’Brien |  
Robin Adler | Karen Allen
BEACON
4:30 p.m. BAU Gallery 
506 Main St. | baugallery.org 

The artists will talk about their 
work on view at the gallery. 

 MUSIC

SAT 29
Professor Louie and  
The Crowmatix
PUTNAM VALLEY
7:30 p.m. Tompkins Corners C.C.
729 Peekskill Hollow Road 
tompkinscorners.org

The Americana-and-roots band 
will play songs from its latest release, 
Strike Up the Band. Cost: $25

SAT 29
Sharkey & The Sparks
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Sharkey McEwen and his son, 
Ben, are joined by a full band to play 
music from the ’60s and ’70s, as well 
as originals. Cost: $25 ($30 door) 

SUN 30
School of Rock Festival 
MONTGOMERY
Noon – 10 p.m. City Winery
23 Factory St. 

Students from the Beacon music 
school will play sets at this biannual 
event. Cost: $15

SUN 30
Open Mic Invitational
BEACON
6 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

Performers from previous open 
mic nights have been invited to this 
showcase. Cost: $10

TUES 2
Lyra Concert
BEACON
7 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Faculty artists from the nonprofit 
classical music center will perform 
works by Brahms, Cassado, Grant 
Still, Mendelssohn, Schumann and 
Vanderveer. Free 

FRI 5
Feast of Friends
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Doors tribute captures the 
essence of the band’s music. Cost: 
$25 ($30 door) 

SAT 6
Choro das 3
BEACON
7:30 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Three Brazilian sisters will play 
Choro-style music. Cost: $5 to $30

SAT 6
Cheryl Wheeler
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The modern folk singer and song-
writer will play songs from her most 
recent releases. Cost: $35 ($40 door)

Edited by Pamela Doan (calendar@highlandscurrent.org)

For a complete listing of events, see highlandscurrent.org/calendar.

THE WEEK AHEAD

 INDEPENDENCE DAY

THURS 4
Celebration 
PHILIPSTOWN 
10 a.m. Mekeel’s Chapel 
321 Route 301
putnamhistorymuseum.org

Musicians will lead patriotic 
songs and hymns and there will 
be a reading of founding papers. 
Donations welcome. Free

THURS 4
Declaration of 
Independence 
BEACON
11 a.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza

Listen to the annual reading of 
the founding document organized 
by Dennis Pavelock. 

THURS 4
Fireworks 
POUGHKEEPSIE
7 p.m. Walkway Over the Hudson 
61 Parker Ave. | walkway.org

Watch the fireworks over the 
river from the bridge. Cost: $25 
($20 members, seniors, veterans, 
ages 12 and younger free) 

THURS 4
Celebrate Independence 
PHILIPSTOWN
7 p.m. Boscobel | 1601 Route 9D 
845-265-3638 | boscobel.org

The Greater Newburgh 
Symphony Orchestra will perform 
a concert inspired by fireworks and 
celebration. Cost: $55 ($155 with 
champagne reception, $24 children 
and teens, ages 4 and younger free) 

THURS 4
Fireworks 
BEACON
8:30 p.m. Memorial Park
Robert Cahill Drive | beaconny.gov

Bring a chair or blanket to watch 
the fireworks at dusk. 

FRI 5
Bike Decorating Party 
COLD SPRING
3 – 4:30 p.m. Butterfield Library 
10 Morris Ave. | 845-265-3040
butterfieldlibrary.org

Prepare your ride for the 
Community Day parade.

SAT 6
This Man’s a Spy
PHILIPSTOWN
6:30 p.m. Boscobel | 1601 Route 9D 
845-265-3638 | boscobel.org

Watch a musical about Benedict 
Arnold and the Revolutionary War, 
then enjoy a view across the river 
of the West Point fireworks. Cost: 
$20 ($10 ages 4 to 18, ages 4 and 
younger free) 

SAT 6
Celebration 
WEST POINT
7:30 p.m. Trophy Point
westpointband.com

The West Point band will 
perform, followed by fireworks. 
Rain date: SUN 7. 

SAT 6
Community Day 
COLD SPRING 
4:30 – 9:30 p.m. Dockside Park

Join or watch the parade at 4:30 
p.m. on Main Street, followed by 
food, games, bands and fireworks. 

Bike Decorating Party, July 5
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SUN 7
Lyra Music Benefit  
with Fei-Fei
BEACON
4 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

The pianist’s program will include 
Chopin, Debussy and Rachmaninoff. 
Donations welcome. Free 

SUN 7
Last Minute Soulmates
BEACON
7 p.m. Towne Crier | 379 Main St. 
845-855-1300 | townecrier.com

The Beacon band will play a 
range of originals and covers. $15 
food and drink minimum. Free 

 STAGE & SCREEN

SAT 29
Driving Miss Daisy 
BEACON
6 & 7 p.m. Boats leave dock
845-831-6346 | bannermancastle.org

The theatrical production on 
Bannerman Island of the Pulitzer-
Prize-winning play about the 
friendship that grows over the years 
between a Jewish woman and her 
Black chauffeur stars Emmet Ferris, 
Cindy Topps and Ron Moorehead. 
Also SUN 30. Cost: $72 to $80 

SAT 29
Elemental
POUGHKEEPSIE
7 p.m. Walkway Over the Hudson
walkway.org

As part of the Walkway’s summer 
film series, see the 2023 Disney film 
about the fire, water, air and land 
residents of Elemental City. Free 

SAT 29
By the Queen
GARRISON
7:30 p.m. 
Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival
2015 Route 9 | 845-265-9575
hvshakespeare.org

Shakespeare’s story of the War 
of the Roses is retold through the 
perspective of Queen Margaret. 
Also THURS 4, SUN 7. Through 
Aug. 31. Cost: $10 to $100

SAT 29
9 to 5 
COLD SPRING
8:30 p.m. Dockside Park 
coldspringfilm.org

The Cold Spring Film Society 
opens its summer outdoor film series 
with the 1980 movie starring Dolly 
Parton, Jane Fonda and Lily Tomlin 
as office staff who get revenge on 
their sexist boss. Bring blankets and 
chairs. Concessions available. Free 

SUN 30
Medea: Re-Versed
GARRISON
7:30 p.m.  
Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival 
2015 Route 9 | 845-265-9575
hvshakespeare.org

This is a hip-hop version of 
Euripides’s play with Saren Monae 
West in the lead. Also FRI 5. 
Through Sept. 2. Cost: $10 to $100

WED 3
The Murder of 
Roger Ackroyd 
GARRISON
7:30 p.m.  
Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival 
2015 Route 9 | 845-265-9575
hvshakespeare.org

This adaptation of an Agatha 
Christie novel features Kurt Rhoads 
and Nance Williamson in lead roles. 
Also SAT 6. Through Sept. 1. Cost: 
$10 to $100

FRI 5
Lit Lit
BEACON
7 p.m. Howland Cultural Center
477 Main St. | 845-831-4988
howlandculturalcenter.org

Read original work in any genre 
at this literary open mic.

FRI 5
Ms. Holmes &  
Ms. Watson – Apt. 2B 
WAPPINGERS FALLS
8 p.m. County Players Theater 
2681 W. Main St. | 845-298-1491
countyplayers.org

Enjoy a modern retelling of a 
Sherlock Holmes mystery with female 
leads. Also SUN 6 and weekends 
through July 20. Cost: $26 ($24 
seniors, students, military, children)

 

 CIVIC

MON 1
City Council
BEACON
7 p.m. City Hall | 1 Municipal Plaza
845-838-5011 | beaconny.gov

MON 1
School Board 
BEACON
7 p.m. Beacon High School
101 Matteawan Road 
845-838-6900 | beaconk12.org

TUES 2
Putnam Legislature
CARMEL
7 p.m. Historic Courthouse
44 Gleneida Ave. | 845-208-7800 
putnamcountyny.com

WED 3
Village Board
COLD SPRING 
7 p.m. Village Hall | 85 Main St. 
845-265-3611 | coldspringny.gov

CALL TODAY TO 
LEARN MORE:  
(845) 831-0179

55 Teller Ave. Beacon, NY, 12508
LibbyFuneralHome.com

We offer out-of-area 
travel protection plans. 
- Easy, convenient  

process
- Provide protection  

when traveling  
75+ miles from home

Enjoy your  
vacation  
without  
worry.

Medea: Re-Versed, June 30
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Improving the experience for both residents 
and trail-bound visitors...

want to learn more? visit hhft.org
concept rendering

The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail will use a variety of tools, amenities, and services to help 
manage existing and future trail-bound visitation and relieve pressure on our communities.

Wayfinding
 Signage

for both trail users arriving 
by train and cyclists/
motorists on the road

will help get people to their 
destination efficiently

Public 
Restrooms

maintained by HHFT staff

8 stalls each at Dockside, 
Little Stony Point, 

Breakneck, Dutchess Manor 
and Notch

Trash & 
Recycling 
Collection

managed by HHFT staff

at every trail entry and other 
key locations along the trail

Technology & 
Communications

live information on current 
parking space availability 

and a shuttle tracker will be 
available on HHFT’s mobile 

app, website, and digital 
signage

Expanded 
Parking

Thoughtfully placed new 
parking spots will be located 

north of the Village of 
Cold Spring, including at 

Dutchess Manor, Breakneck, 
Wade’s Hill, and Notch

Shuttle Service
vans will reduce traffic and 
improve pedestrian safety

will connect users to parking 
areas, train stations, and 
most Fjord Trail entries 

between Cold Spring and 
Beacon

Visitor Center at 
Dutchess Manor

restrooms, programming, 
exhibits, information, snack 

and drink options, and 
ample parking, will draw 

arrivals to the heart of the 
trail

Tools to Explore
parking reservations, timed 

entry, and incentivizing 
public transit use and 
carpooling are tools 

being explored for future 
consideration

Improved 
Breakneck 

Station
40-foot train platforms, 

safety lighting, restrooms, 
and an off-road route from 
train to trail, will encourage 

usage of the station
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Cold Spring shop stocks 
global imports
By Marc Ferris

Gina Larson is one of those people 
who must always be doing some-
thing, anything. A few years ago, 

she “disliked being too comfortable” and 
completed two Ironman triathlons (swim-
ming 2.4 miles, biking 112 miles and 
running a marathon).

She and husband Brian Stoller studied 
Mandarin in college and, when his work took 
them to Hong Kong, they traveled whenever 
possible and became enamored with the 
design aesthetic from that side of the globe.

On June 15, Larson opened Brass Monkey 
Home, which specializes in exports from 
exotic locales, on the other side of the tracks 
in Cold Spring. It occupies the former home 
of Suzi Tortora’s dance studio, which moved 
near the post office.

During the couple’s travels, “we saw items 
we’d never be able to find back at home,” says 
Larson, who lives in northern Westchester. 
“It took us a long time to have the guts and 
courage to develop the sourcing and rela-
tionships to bring them here. It’s also the 
right space, which is a key component.”

The expansive room with a skyscape 

mural on the ceiling is filled with imports 
from around the world but not as many 
as Larson ordered. In the coming weeks, 
furniture will begin to fill the showroom; 
because of turmoil in the Red Sea, the ship-
per is taking the long haul around the Horn 
of Africa to avoid the Suez Canal.

A carved wood table from India joins 
placemats from Colombia, rattan from 
Bali and fine furniture from North Caro-
lina. Bamboo is another recurring motif 
and material. In the small nook just inside 
the front door, Larson showcases a rotating 
crop of pantry pop-ups. This summer, it’s 
foodstuffs from Oaxaca, Mexico.

During her youth, Larson rocked out to 
punk’s third wave, played keyboard in a 
band and adopted the black-clad, painted-
eye makeup look. (“Now, I’m a soccer mom,” 
she says.) The store’s name pays homage 
to the Beastie Boys’ first charting single, 
which reached 48 on the Billboard Hot 100 
in 1987. For Brits, in particular, the term is 
a risqué way to refer to cold weather; it’s 
also the name for at least two mixed drinks.

Two years ago, Larson founded Brass 
Monkey Creative, a PR and event-planning 
firm that specializes in the California canna-
bis industry and orchestrates weddings, 
corporate functions and other formal occa-
sions. For this admitted Type A personal-

ity, when there’s downtime at the store, she 
tends to her creative work on her laptop.

Larson views the space as a showcase for her 
events and seeks to partner with venues to rent 
napkin holders, glasses and other tableware.

“Some people like to create a custom look 
and not use what the place has in stock, 
which is usually pretty vanilla,” she says. 
“If you want green glasses or pink napkins, 
for instance, you’re going to have to source 
them.” 

Despite the recent searing heat, learning the 

retail ropes, waiting for shipments and occu-
pying a corner that lacks an established retail 
history, Larson is happy to keep busy.

“We’re in the learning curve and we’re 
going to make a lot of mistakes,” she says. 
“The shipping delays are forcing us to plan 
far ahead and it’s going to take a couple of 
years to iron out all the kinks.” 

Brass Monkey Home, at 26 Main St. in 
Cold Spring, is open daily. See brass- 
monkeyhome.com or call 845-393-0090.

Gina Larson poses outside Brass Monkey Home, which opened in May. Photo by M. Ferris

Casa Bella Vida makes vanilla similar in 
flavor to the traditional variety of Mexico. 

These risers made of mango wood come 
in black or stone.

Artisans in the Bolgatanga region of Ghana 
weave these $54 bags from elephant grass.

The $10 Modern Margarita Coupe holds 
14 ounces.

Lit Book Club
MON 8, 7 P.M.
The Summer Book, by Tove Jansson 

Stanza Books, Beacon

Register at stanzabooks.com/events.

Fantasy Book Club
TUES 9, 7 P.M.
Nightrunner 2: Stalking Darkness,  
by Lynn Flewelling 

Stanza Books, Beacon

Register at stanzabooks.com/events.

Abe Lincoln/Civil War Book Club
THURS 11, 7 P.M. 
Team of Rivals, by Doris Kearns Goodwin

Lincoln Depot Museum,  
10 S. Water St., Peekskill

Email LincolnDepotFDN@gmail.com.

Sci-Fi Book Club
TUES 16, 7 P.M.
Convergence Problems, by Wole Talabi 

Stanza Books, Beacon

Register at stanzabooks.com/events.

Page-to-Screen Book Club
THURS 18, 3 P.M.
The Dinner, by Herman Koch

Desmond-Fish Library, Garrison

Register at desmondfishlibrary.org/events.

Howland Book Club
TUES 23, 2 P.M.

Remarkably Bright Creatures,  
by Shelby Van Pel

Howland Library, Beacon

Register at beaconlibrary.org.

Butterfield Book Club
MON 29, 7 P.M.
Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, 
Marriage, by Alice Munro

Butterfield Library, Cold Spring

Register at butterfieldlibrary.org/calendar.

Start Reading Now
July book club selections

World Showcase
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Cold Spring/ 
Philipstown

234 Main Llc
711 La Shinju Llc
Adams Tracey
Albanese Robert
Altmann Joseph
Altucher James
Angerame Patricia
Anthoine Alison
Arnold Elizabeth
Bach Gabi
Bach Gertrude
Bacon Paula
Bakall S R
Barnes Chastity
Beachak Claudine
Belica Patrick
Beltran Jose
Benders Books Llc
Bennett Brandy
Berner Emilie
Berner Isabelle
Berner Nathaniel
Berner Richard
Berner Thomas
Bickford Robert
Bischoff William
Blue Devil Booster Club
Blumberg Daniel
Bradley Fay
Braga Luis
Brennan Terence
Brill Ralph
Byrne Livea
Cain Amy
Cain Jonathon
Callaghan Christian
Canesa Louise
Cannova Caryn
Carlock Anne
Carone Giancarlo
Carr Evelyn
Casey John
Chadwick Caitlin
Chadwick Walter 
Chandler Joseph
Choudry Eelaaf
Coleman Christopher
Coleman Stefanie
Collins James
Connor Hudson Andrea
Cordero Grisel
Crs International
Curtin Richard
Daly Charles
Decaro Kathleen
Demers Mary
Dengler Alex
Deos Anthony

Desalcedo Silvia
Digiglio Joseph
Dintiman Robin
Donald Sr Mead Estate
Donner Alexander
Donovan Terence
Downey Oil
Draper Simon
Drogin Management
Dubiel Ashley
Dubiel Mark
Duggan John
Duran Alelur
Dwyer Sally
Eaton William
Egger Jacklynn
Eldin Adnan
Elias Jason
Ellis Adrian
Ellis Elizabeth
Eltaher Julie
Elvin Alburn
Engstrom Janet
Farinelli James
Farmer Roderick
Favre Auto Body
Fisher Michael
Fitzgerald Raymond
Flanagan James
Foley Audrey
Follis Diane
Foreman Joshua
Foti Joseph
Garcia Ruben
Gariepy Steven
Garrison Rebecca
Geraty Raymond
Glynn Christopher
Gordon Tennant Courtney
Goudreau Fabien
Granograndetti Llc
Grey Printing
Gronau Michele
Guillaro Paul
Haber Philip
Haldane School District
Hall Linda
Harms Henry
Hart Norah
Harte Norah
Haviland Debbie
Hawkins Evan
Heady Maryanne
Heffernan Phillip
Hilpert Luke
Hinnenkamp Miranda
Holmes Nicholas
Hudson River Outfitters
Hudson Valley Shakes
Hull Jonathan
Hunter Supply & Dist

Hynes Betty
Indiviglio John
Isler Lorraine
Jd Advisors Llc
Jenkins Andrew
Jeremy Watson
Jordan Kerry
Joseph Cindy
Kannenberg Roy
Kean Philip
Keesler Robert
Kemlyt Assoc Inc
Kenny Kevin
Kinnaird John
Knapp John
Kocher Bruce
Koepke Peter
Kurz Marilyn
Langer Eric
Lemon William
Lieber Robert
Linson Camille
Litwinowicz Jeffrey
Lyons Shannon
Macgill Charles
Mara Jennifer
Margolies Kenneth
Marigliano Jaimee
Marino Monica
Markano James
Martinez Ammelie
Mary Dawn Inc
Mcbride Jim
Mccahan George
Mcgrath Mary
Mead Dorothy
Mechalakos George
Meeropol Ivy
Meleshkina Nina
Melville Carly
Merriman Jason
Miller Amanda
Mjs Plumbing & Heating
Mole Jessica
Montgomery Nancy
Mora Laura
Morrison Stacy
Muir Erin
Nelson Joan
Nelson Valarie
Nelson Valerie
Next Step Food Corp
Ng Vivian
Nichter Anne
Nikaj Donna
Northeast Forty Llc
Ochsenschlager Edward
Ooth Elisabeth
Ortiz Vilma
Ostrow Eugene
Padilla Marjorie

Pandullo David
Parsons Makiko
Paulson Timothy
Perez Jesus
Perpetua Damon
Philipstown Pop Warner
Phillips Jeffrey
Pinto Christopher
Plummer Katherine
Pollard Donald
Pollard Norma
Porcupine Tree Produ
Prim Lynda
Provan Zoe
Quattrocch Nicole
Ray Fusco Inc
Regalado Diego
Reich Sobel Debra
Reilly Daniel
Reiter Irene Estate
Robinson Helen E
Rockett Cheryl
Rommel Richard
Santoro Janet
Sauer David
Scanga Dawn
Scanga Nicola
Scanga Nicolas
Schatzle Margaret
Schoenfeld Maryann
Schulman Nicholas
Schultz Peter
Shanahan John
Sharp Ronald
Shea Richard
Shihab Eldin Lara
Shimin Toby
Shine John
Shubert Christine
Silva Pablo
Sinchi Amy
Singh Harmeet
Slokenbergs Ivars
Solomon Jerome
Solymosy Joanne
Songs in Seconds
Spinelli Francis
Spinelli Kathleen
Stead Meredith
Stevens Amy
Straus Molly
Student Work
Stutz Helen
Szypula Daniela
Szypula Stephanie
Tarasco Joseph
Tarpley Courtney
Thesing Anthony
Thomas Rita
Tice Myron
Timke George
Timmins Jaclyn
Ustic Roberts Tara
Vandermerwe Stephen
Vansant Carmen
Vanzo Stephanie
Vartanian Benjamin
Verkoeyen Jeffrey
Vernon Sean 
Villa Justin
Vitiello Anne
Waller Mark
Walsh Parker
Walton James
Weber Louis
Weiss Phillip
What Moon Things
Whipp William
Young Jennifer
Yu Xia
Zauner John
Zhinin Kevin

Garrison

Anstett Anna
Archer Adele
Archer Ethan
Armstrong Shaun
Auth Steven
Bailey Janie
Baisley John
Balter Lee
Barticciotto Juliane
Bautista Luisa
Benjamin John
Berenson J A
Bielaczyc James
Borger Roberta Liora
Broad Howard
Bucher Christopher
Bugnon Music Co
Burton Anthony
Cameron Chapital Jannice
Carano Karen
Cerutti Christina
Cintron Edward

Cleveland Devaughn
Cleveland Shawn
Cold Spring Physical Therapy
Connolly James
Connolly Kristan
Convertino Robert
Coppel Helen Estate 
Cosgrove Mary
Cronin Patricia
Crossen Cynthia
Davoren Micah
Degraw Jonathan
Deguzman Daniel
Delaney Joseph
Diaz Edgar
Diaz Guillermo
Dolan Mary
Donovan John
Doshi Pankil
Downes Sue
Dunn Marian
Edgtton Verdun
Erickson Brothers
Erickson Jim
Erickson Penelope
Fairbairn Elizabeth
Ferris James
Fisher Samuel
Fitzgerald Jillian
Ford Darien
Foster David
Foster Wilbur
Franco Dolores
Frazier Julia
Friars of the Atonement
Galati Frances
Gamper Donna
Gamper John
Garrison Garage Llc
Garrison Properties
Gordon Amber
Goth Sven
Granieri Vincent
Greener John
Greges Matthew
Grisella Ramos Santi
Gurran Joseph
Gutman Francis
Hansen Chris
Harper Ian
Haworth Steven
Hayward Jason
Head in the Right Directi
Heady Rachel
Healey Jacqueline
Hudson Valley Bunker Gear 
In the Field Global
Iniguezsagbay G M
Ira Nfs Fmtc S
Irish Bozena
Irwin Diane
Isp Parking Management
Jacoby Allison
Jacoby Scott
Jensen Julie
Jeszeck Kathleen
Johantgen Anna
Johnson Christopher
Jones Tyrell
Kagan Linda
Kelley Paula
Kempter Michelle
Kiesling John
Kirkwood Dion
Kittle Brian
Kochar Carol
Koumboulis Thomas
Kropf Judy
Langella Annalis
Leadbetter William
Levine Paula
Lituma Carlos
Links Kelly
Lombardi Chris
Longden Marilyn
Lorenz George
Lovell Christopher
Maloney Joseph
Maloney Meury
Maloney Veda
Marks Charles
Martens Lisa
Martyn William
Mayer Jeanette
Mcinnis Timothy
Mckoy Noris
Mckoy Shanicee
Meehan Timothy
Miller Richard
Moran Alexander
Moran Pamela
Moretti Claire
Mormar Samara
Morrison Anne
Morrison Edward
Morrison Stacy
Mosquera Rhyna

Mulhall Veronica
Mystery Point Llc
Nice Brian
Nilt
Nowara Andreas
Nunsense Inc
Open Space Institute
Osburn Perry
Ostro Linde
Palka Bernard
Payne Kevin
Pichardo Iggy
Pichardo Maria
Pollack Randee
Pollick Frances 
Porteaud Cassandre
Preuss Carissa
Ptacek Kelly Ian
Puello Cynthia
Rader Jennifer
Ramos Mary
Rapacioli Dante
Rauch Edward
Rauch Michael
Reed William
Reilly Marie
Reymond Kevin
Rodak Amanda
Rodak Kristin
Romero Alfonso
Romeu Jose
Rowley Amanda
Sanderson Wendy
Schenck Joanna
Schupp John
Seacor Patrick
Sears, Nick and Tashi
Setterman Martha
Shafran Theodore
Shah Archita
Shahbodaghi Mahmoud
Sherwood Francis
Sicotakis John
Silver Scott
Sine Erin
Small David
Small Preston
Smith Allen
Smith Bruce
Smith Penelope
Squiccimarro Anthony
Squiccimarro Diane
Stadium Restaurant
Stelmach Christopher
Stolowitz Dylan
Suits Frank
Taylor Richard
Taylor Willis
Thornquist David
Thornquist Jane
Tierney Barbara
Tierney Kelly
Timmons Laura
Tortora Lucille
Us Postal Service
Valentine Franklin
Valladolid Maria
Vallejos Francisco
Varricchio Louis
Velazquez Wessely Deborah
Very Fine Lines Publishing
Wagner Miriam
Walsh Christine
Walsh Sean James
Warshaw Sarah
Watercolors Inc
Webster Elizabeth
Wessely Jurgen
Wessely Raul
White Jarred
Williams Michael John
Worldlabel
Wright Sally
Yamakado Masami
Yang Lawrence
Zagoreos Elefteria
Zonghetti Gerald
Zonghetti Gloria
Zych Katarzyna
Zych Tadeusz

Beacon

14a5398 D’angelo
Aakjar Mark
Abbagliato Louis
Abbagliato Ruth
Abrahaim Eliyahu
Abrams Lindsey
Ackerly Brandon
Ackerly William
Adamson Norman
Aho Shelby
Albra Ahmet
Alicea Anthony
Alicea Genesis S
All 4 Dogs Training

Allstar Car Care
Alpert June
Alpert Sara
Alpine Construction
Alton Joseph
Alves Karolina
Amann Wyatt
Andrews Nicolas
Antalek Michelle
Antoniak Sandra
Anzovino Brian
Anzovino Nicholas
Aparicio Richard
Armstrong Sequan
Arroy Nita
Arroy Paul
Ashburn Cherry
Augello Peter
Ayres Mary
Babcock Cortney
Bacon Andrea
Bacon Kimberly
Ball Barbara
Baltz Whitney
Banerji Revanta
Barbero Levy Sylvia
Bardwell Kyle
Barnes Tracy
Barone Theresa
Barrett Peter
Baugh Candice
Bazzo Michael
Beacon Babe Ruth League 
Beacon City Sd
Beacon Falls Lofts
Beacon Fine Art Foundry
Bellos Evagelia
Bender Max
Benitez Ventura
Bennis Randy
Bergkamp Todd
Berke Alexandra
Beverland John
Bilberry Management
Binda Marilyn
Birch Elizabeth
Blackman Gloria
Blake Anthony
Blotnick Robin
Bohack Roy
Bomersbach Robert
Bonner Rasheed Toni
Bopp Chris
Borquist Bradley
Botbol Sacha
Brennan James
Brewer Nicole
Brilliant Insanity
Brincat Anthony
Brink Gilbert
Broas John
Brown Mary
Brown Naidu Natalia
Browne Lorraine
Bruce Jon
Bryan Daniel
Bryan Lindsay
Buckley Matthew
Budarapu Venkataak
Budenberg A J
Bueso Yareny
Buffin Desiree
Bugg Rhonda
Bugg William
Buil Vera
Burgos Victor
Burke Twinkle
Burnett Caegen
Burns Laura
Burns Lynn
Buscemi Catherine
Butler Christoph
Buzinski Timothy
Bynoe Seajade
Bynum Armitra
Byrum Marguerite
Cable Jason
Campbell Barry
Campone Benjamin
Cannon Anna
Cannon Richard
Capalbo Roland
Caputo Makkaila
Caraballo Francisco
Carbonaro Frances
Carrington Hugh
Carrk Mark
Casey Evelyn
Ceesay Binta
Ceesay Sheriff
Cerone Anthony
Cerritos Joshua
Chalmers Douglas
Chalmers Janet
Cholowsky Larue Estate

Does the Man 
Owe You Money?
$7.3 million in unclaimed funds  
due Highlands residents

By Chip Rowe

Every so often, we publish a list of some of the thousands of people and 
businesses in the Highlands who are owed money by New York State.

Companies are required by law to report dormant accounts to the 
state and, if the owner can’t be located, turn over the funds to the comp-
troller. The agency maintains a public database of these “unclaimed funds” 
— utility refunds, the balance of forgotten bank accounts, stock dividends, 
insurance payouts, security deposits, unused gift cards — to match lost 
money with lost people.

According to the state, there are 2,625 dormant accounts owed to current 
and former Cold Spring and Philipstown residents and businesses, with a 
value of $1.8 million; 1,887 accounts worth $1.3 million owed to Garrison 
residents; and 8,041 accounts worth $4.2 million owed to Beacon residents, 
for a total of $7.3 million.

You can search for your name or business at ouf.osc.state.ny.us/ouf. If you 
are owed money, or you are next of kin, complete a form that can usually 
be submitted online but in some cases must be mailed. Call 800-221-9311 
with questions. To search for funds in other states, see missingmoney.com. 
The list below contains names added to the state database in 2023.

(Continued on Page 17)
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Christman Robert
Cifuentes Oscar
Cito Nicholas
Clarkeogere Latoya
Codega Linda
Cohen Alexander
Coldfire Llc
Collins Lily
Collymore Arindel
Colon Jason
Commane Patrick
Condon Joseph
Condon May Rita
Coneen Graham
Conroy Thomas
Coon Letisha
Cooper Lavonne
Coppedge Ruth A
Cornwall Janet
Coulter Michael
Coulter Thomas
Country Meadows Lawn
Craddock Ross
Crispin Jessica
Crusie Jocelyn
Cruver Robert
Cruz Haidee
Cruz Janelle
Cruz Juan
Cruz Robert
Cubano Rafael
Cuccia Traci L
Cuervo Rendon Hernando
Cuevas Nicole
Curran D M
Curran Timothy
Cutler Max
D Resolution Inc
D Trudy
Dalton Devina
Davis Ashley
Dawg Gone Good
De Clerk Mary
Dean Jonathan
Declerk George
Declerk Mary
Deitch Eva
Dekoster Richard
Delbene Charles
Demarco Anthony
Demarti Daniel
Demetriou Cindy
Demilio Beatrice
Denicolais Brett
Derzhavets Alla
Deshazor Sharif
Detoro John
Detoro Kathaleen
Dewit Jonmichael
Deyo William
Di Lullo Richard
Diedrich Anna
Diggle David
Dika Ismail
Ditata Christophe
Dittenhofer Brian
Ditulli Matilda Estate
Doerfer Joanna
Dolman James
Donohue Jennifer
Donovan Cathleen
Dorn Royal
Douglas Valrie
Downey Geraldine
Dream In Plastic
Drusik Barbara
Dubetsky Cory
Dulude Theresa
Dunham Mark
Duva Dolores
Dwyer Shick Sarah
Dye Daniel
Eds Emporium
Edwards Damon
Edwards Kimberly
Eickler Scott
Elevado Adoracion
Encarnacion Diego
English Herbert
Epstein Jennifer
Epstein Mishael
Ericson Nancy
Escritor Jennylyn
Espinal Caraballo Mary
Evans Nancy
Evans Timothy
Evege Jason
Exe Michelle
Facey Katrina
Fajardo Carmen
Fallon Tessa
Fandino Maria
Fasano Lauren
Fauci Dominic
Feliz Deperez Martha

Ferdinand Claude
Fernandez Diana
Fernandez Pedro
Fernando Otero
Ferraro Andrew
Ferrone Brian
Figueroa Rafael
Finnie Halana
Firth Cornelia
Flores Laila
Flores Tiffany
Flori Paige
Flynn Martin
Flynn Peter
Foley Kevin
Foley Mary
Foley Siobhan
Fontana Florence
Ford Andre
Ford Marisa
Forman Dolores
Forman Peter
Forman Thomas
Forrester Justice
Foskey Derrick
Foster John
Four Square Corners
Fowler William
Francis Charles
Francis Gerard
Francis Michael
Frank Charlotte
Freeman Shevan
Friedland Alison
Friedman Anne
Friedman Joel
Fuller Crystal
Fuller Jalana
Funnell Johanna
Galarza Luis
Galati Sharlynne
Galvin Tom
Ganzer Patricia
Gardner Devon
Gargiulo John
Garnett Joseph
Garnett Messie
Garrison Harry
Gathers Bryan
Gerentine Ellen
Gescheidle Janet
Gibbs Shawn
Gibson Bocus Bria
Gifford Everett
Gilbert Timothy
Giles James
Gilkes Orsolya
Gilleo Margaret
Goetchius Christophe
Gombiner Avital
Gomez Lisa
Goncalez Kayla
Gonzalez Bessie
Gonzalez Enrique
Gonzalez Kassey
Gonzalez William
Goodall Brian
Graff Dorothy Carlton
Graham Ronald
Grech Rebecca
Green Mountain Minerals
Greene Bruce
Greene Enid
Greene Nicholas
Greens Dwelling Ny
Griffiths Alun
Guariglia Kathyann
Guerra Antonio
Gupta Anuj
Gurevich Gail
Haberman Barry Trustee
Haight Barbara
Hansen Dianna
Hansen Matthew
Harrison Roxy
Haye Antonise
Haye Camar
Haynes Latawnya
Head Heather
Heady Christine
Healey Brothers
Healey Chrysler Dodge Jeep 
Hedgewood Adult Hm
Helland Gerald
Henderson Ursula
Henion James
Henricksson John
Herber Franklin
Herber Mercedes
Herbst Karen
Herbst Raymond
Herczeg Istvan
Hernandez Isabelita
Hernandez Johana
Hiland Patricia
Hill Christopher
Hirsch Alexandra

Hirsch Jeff
Hirshorn Elizabeth
Holmes Der Ron
Hookey Maryann
Hope Mary
Horne Amanda
Howard Florence
Howell James
Hubeny Joshua
Hudson Valley Marshm
Hughes Dolores
Hull Gina
Huntington Bradley
Imperatore Marion
Ingles Danielle
Ingles Leonardo
Jackson Beulah
Jackson Richard
Jackson Tiffany
Jacques Christine
James Diaz
James Pagliaro Cpa
Jenkins Cynthia
Jennifer Klipper
Jennifer Weyant
Jimenez Carina
Johnson Angeline
Johnson Sheyanne
Jones Kathleen
Joseph April
Joyce Brenda
Kall Amelia
Kaminski Monika
Karagas Athena
Karl Kaye Living Trust
Karr Aimee
Kathryn Schulz Inc
Katz Leah
Kaufman Jane
Kay Julie
Kaye Deborah
Kelland Edward
Keller Mable
Kelly Pasha
Kenny Clodagh
Kerby Robert
Kerr Patrick
Keys Randy
Kg Beacon Llc
Kim Hour
Kimeliman Mary
Kimelman Mary
King Roger
Kirchmeier Thomas
Kleidman Kelsey
Klein Virginia
Kleinke Erin
Kling Joseph
Kloo Lawrence
Knapp Seth
Koch Michael
Koelliker Kristen
Koenitzer Alfred
Kotal Russell
Koverda Frederick
Koverda Lorraine
Kozlowski Melissa
Kraft Ronald Estate
Krawiec John
Kreimendahl Basil
Kushasha Haila
Kyle Brian
Kyriazis David
Lallani Samir
Lant David
Lantigua Leanette
Larkin Janice Estate
Lasanta Jonathan
Lauret Virginie
Laveglia Pattiann
Lawrence Delores
Leggiero Noreen
Lennon Emmet
Leon Joleen
Leonard Melanie
Leonard Omayra
Leonard Thomas
Leonardo Joseph
Leone Faye
Lerner Kara
Lerner Kenneth
Letterio Anne
Leveille Savana
Leveque Janeene
Lewis Ayala
Lewis Daisy
Lewis Mary
Lewis Tiffany
Libby Funeral Home
Liberman Boris
Liddell Harold
Lindy Daniel
Link Edward
Liriano Alfred
Lofrese Claire
Logan Ratikan Mary
Lombardi Jonathan

Lomonaco Marisa
Lopez Freddy
Lopez Tania
Lubben Jessica
Lubben Orpha
Lucas Kristin
Lucas Paul
Ludwig Christian
Lum Nicole
Lunsford James
Lutz Brian
Luy Fatma
Lynch Bridget
Lynch Rachel
Lyons Ralph
Mackey Lars
Maher Alana
Maher Olani
Maher Timothy
Malouf Ernest
Mamaladze David
Mamolejo Fausto
Mandigo Arthur
Manglass Mary
Mannino Michael
Marcillac Corp
Marilyn Binda Liv
Marquez Margaret
Marro Jillian
Marro Renee
Marsh Joshua
Marshall Michael
Martin Carol
Martinez Angel
Martinez Shirley
Marzan Elisa
Mason Laina
Massey Clark
Masterson Daniel
Matthews Christine
Matthews Kevin
Mayer Timothy
Mccain Penelope
Mccredo Jason
Mccredo Jodi
Mcdonald Andrew
Mcdonald Mark
Mcelduff Heather
Mcelduff Nora
Mcintosh Carolyn
Mckeon Ronald
Mckible Elijah
Mcnair Erika
Mechtronics Corp
Mehling Michael
Mencher Brian
Mendez Christopher
Mercuri Elizabeth
Meyer Dennis
Meyer Karen
Mickler Donalee
Middleton Wilma
Midhudson Fire Protection 
Mikkelsen Donna
Mille Jennifer
Miller Nadezhda
Miller Wayne
Miller William
Milo Vincent
Miskell Margaret
Mocodeanu Laura
Moffitt Christine
Molina Jose
Molina Julia
Molina Stephanie
Monroe Chrisann
Monroe Illayahssa
Monroig Elmo
Montegari Amy
Montegari Betty
Montegari Elizabeth
Morales Carmen
Morales Domingo
Morgenstern Eve
Morocho Jaime
Morris Evroy
Morrison Emily
Moss Darryl
Moynihan Jerry
Mucci Arthur
Mueller-Sabitus Hedy
Muhammad Fonda
Mullings Andrew
Mullins Robert
Munoz Keano
Murphy Brendan
Murphy Curtis
Murray Kenyatte
Mustakas Kris
Myrie Jeffrey
Na Melissa
Naclerio Michael
Niche Design
Nolasco Tiffany
Northsky Imagery
Oberle Robert
Ocano Brandon

Oconnell Daniel
Oconnell Maryann
Oconnor Megan
Odea Thomas
Ogere Sheldon
Okeeffe William
Okoh Anita
Oliver Denise
Olthoff Amanda
On Demand Agility
Orlando Sean
Orozco Jacqueline
Ortega Digna
Ortiz Stephanie
Ortquist Janet Estate
Otero Angela
Otero Fernando
Otero Isaac
Otto Jean
Pagliaro Joan
Pagliaro John
Palisi Mary
Palisi Melinda
Palisi Richard
Palisi Robert
Panos Molly
Papanastasiou Nicholas
Papo Lisa
Papula Caroline
Papula Caroline
Papula Joseph
Paretti Violet
Park Daniel
Parker Whitney
Parrish Jane
Parrish Samuel
Parsia Hedyeh
Paschal Robert
Patel Kirit
Paul Brady Wine
Paulin Dorothy Estate
Pavelock James
Payet Claude
Pedersen Donna
Pelcer William
Peluso Michael
Pemberley Productions
Penney Loren
Penzetta Dominick
Percell Tisha
Perez Estefani
Perks Clementine
Perks Matthew
Perrez Juan
Peterson George
Petroccitto Nicolo
Pfahl John
Philip Jackson
Phillips David
Phillips William
Piccoli Diana
Pinto Nicholas
Plimley Tommy
Pomarico Jon
Powers Isidora
Pratt Glen
Pressman Joseph
Prospect Dental
Pulcastro Michael
Pullin Malikata
Purple Forest Cbd
Qaiser Alaji
Quaglino Jill
Quiles Lisbeth
Quintana Zamora
Rabadi Aliya
Ramirez Jony
Ramon Astudillo Jose
Ramsey Larry Estate
Randall Susan
Rasmussen Margaret
Ratigan Joseph
Ray Jenna
Reda Dianne
Reed Carmine
Reid Desiree
Reid Erin
Reid Zaria
Reilly Frances
Reinoehl Joshua
Remediani Ronald
Restrepo Andres
Reyes Clara
Reynolds Thomas
Riccardi Anthony
Riccardi Melissa
Richards Robin
Ricker Lyman Robotic
Riley Raymond
Riquelme Beatrice
Riquelme Samuel
Ritter Sarah
Rivas Carmen
River Valley Property
Rivera Julio
Rivera Levi
Rivera William

Robb Christina
Robertin Diana
Robillard Steven
Robinson Venerice
Rodriguez Edward
Rogers Devon
Rogers Tara
Rojw
Rola Leonard
Roman Jacqueline
Romanelli Albert
Romanelli Jennie
Romanelli Leonard
Rosaler Ben
Rowell Alyssa
Ruffin Christophe
Ruiz Henry
Ruiz Reynaldo
Ryley Allison
Sabitus Hedy
Sabrsula Ann
Saiet Eric
Sala Berta
Sala Joseph
Sales Carolyn
Sallyeander
Salomon Jesse
Salzano Ryan
Samuel Cory
Sanchez Luis
Sanchez Renee
Sanford Phyllis
Sannan Jessica
Sansone Laurence
Santana Arlene
Santana Ramonita
Santander Consumer
Santiago Arnaldo
Santorelli Jeffery
Santos Wanda
Santovenia Rolando
Sarah Sarah
Sarcone Emily
Saunders Dexter
Sava Peter
Scavarda John
Sceppaquercia Katrina
Schaffer Rebecca
Schnier Michael
Schoel Marta
Schoonmaker D Estate
Schulman Mitchell
Schulz Kathryn
Schwartz Jonathan
Scozzafava Edward
Scroggins Marlena
Searles Daniel
Seeg Peter Estate
Seegler Mark
Segarra Elizabeth
Sgorbissa Margaret
Shaffer Cindy
Shannon Denis
Sheehan Dana
Shelly David
Shriftman Jessica
Siegel Laurie
Siegfried’s Call
Silver Irene
Simmons Daisy Estate
Simmons Lucas
Simmons Natasha
Simmons Rose
Simone Frank
Sine Erin
Smashed in Music
Smiley Elaine
Smiley Gabriel
Smith Anna
Smith Ashley
Smith Brian
Smith Jean
Smith Jessica
Smith John
Smith Linda
Smith Niiara
Smith Rhonda
Smith Theodore
Smolinski Wayne
Smooth Getaway II
Sol Soccer Club
Solosky Erica
Souvannavongthong S
Spectactular Specs
Spirit of Beacon
Splain Anne Estate
St John Mary
Stallings Kamil
Stankowski Catherine
Staples Jon Estate
Staples Shalanda N
Steel Motor Capital 
Stephens Robert
Stim Fogel Sasha
Stradling Robert
Style Store House
Sugg Richard

Sugg Roberta
Sullivan Anna
Sullivan Cornelius
Sullivan Yvette
Suttlehan Jacqueline
Sweeney Norman
Sylvester Peter
Tatur Stanley
Taylor Patricia
Taylor Sharon
Tchernichovski Aviv
Tec Land Surveying
Teelucksingh Zenobia
Tejada Jose
Terry Schappert Inc
Terway Timothy
Thess Maryanne
Thid Andreas
Thompson Azia
Thompson Gary
Thorn Glroia
Thorn Marianne Estate
Tietje Michelle
Tiga Llc
Tillison Craig
Tolliver Otis
Tomcho Braden
Tomecek Pavel
Tompkins Terrace
Torres Cecilio
Torres Rivera Carolina
Townsend Brooke
Trecka Mark
Troust Justin
Tulchin Jay
Turcy James
Tweegs Inc
Umano Helen Estate
Urso James
Vanderlyn Wendy
Vardy Peter
Vargas Darlene
Vassell Ricardo
Vaughn Maria
Verdi Caroline
Verdile Damian
Vermilyea Cherin
Vermilyea George
Vetro Kyle
Viera Gladys
Viglietta Vanessa
Vilt Kimberly
Virga Michael
Vogel Pharmacy
Vogrincic Nestor
Wade Carolyn
Waibsnaider Noha
Wake Paloma
Walker Martha
Waller Angel
Waller Codey
Waller Indya
Walsh Sheila
Watson William Trust
Way Howard
Weaver Matthew
Weglinski Thomas
Welch Mary
Welch Patricia
Wells Brian
Wendt Daisy
Werther Janet
West Lois
Weymes Helen
White Thomas
Whitted Jahreal
Williams Eleanor
Williams James
Williams Robert
Williams Tamara
Williamson Cader
Wilson Candace
Wilson Jana
Wilson Ramon
Wohlfahrt Wilson
Wolfe Logan
Wong Janet
Wood Allison
Wood Robert
Wrazen Robert
Wright Kenneth
Wright Wendell
Wyatt Deneene
Wyatt Jamal
Wynn Glynis
Xu Sulan
Yanis Corinne
Yapp Maurice 
Young Coulter
Zacher Richard
Zakhary Daniel
Zen Mommas Llc
Zheng Dan
Zhu Min
Zimmerman Russell
Zinman Phoebe
Zukowski Adriana

(Continued from Page 16)
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www.MrCheapeeInc.com

GOT RUBBISH?
10-30 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL SERVICES
DEMOLITON SERVICES

37A Albany Post Rd. Ossining, NY 10562
MrCheapeeInc@aol.com

914-737-0823FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

 

121 Main Street, Cold Spring, New York

Sat.|Sun. 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
BUSTERLEVIGALLERY.COM

JUDITH WILDE
June 7th - June 30th

Lynne Ward, LCSW
Licensed Psychotherapist

Individuals • Couples • Adolescents • Children
Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation

Addiction Counseling
75 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

lynneward99@gmail.com
(917) 597-6905

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

HAVE YOUR OWN
BUSINESS CARD
You can advertise your 
business here starting at $24.
For more information, 
email ads@highlandscurrent.org.

FOR SALE

AKC LABRADOR RETRIEVER — Beautiful 
neutered male Lab born July 2023. Loves 
children and other pets. Excellent lines, parents’ 
health tested, wonderful temperament. Very 
intelligent. House-broken and crate-trained. 
$2,500. Call or text 927-971-2350.

FOR RENT

COLD SPRING — Approximately 460-square-foot 
office in well-maintained professional building 
(The Carriage House) in the Village of Cold Spring. 
Ideal for solo use or as shared space with a quiet 
professional. Within walking distance of train 
with ample on-site private parking. Available 
immediately. Call Kevin at 845-265-2683.

BEACON — Professional private office in quiet 
and bright corner office available off Main Street 
in Beacon. Professional building with adjacent 
parking lot on Rombout Avenue. 250 square feet 
with a private bathroom. Amenities include a lobby 
for customers or clients. Utilities included heat, air 
conditioning and WiFi. All inclusive $1,250 monthly. 
1-year lease available. Email info@rocpilates.net.

COLD SPRING — Studio apartment in the 

heart of the village, 4-minute walk to train, AC, 
MW, DW, off-street parking available. No pets/
smoking. $1,125/mo + utilities, 2 months 
security. Call Bill at 845-380-1108.

COLD SPRING — Looking for a turn-key place 
to stay in the Hudson Valley? We offer furnished 
rentals in the heart of Cold Spring. 2- and 3-bedroom 
units; WD/AC/DW; $3,800 to $5,500 per 
month; 4-minute walk to train; off-street parking 
available; 1 month security deposit; discounted 
utilities; no smoking. Call Jim at 917-348-3300.

HELP WANTED

TEACHER ASSISTANTS — The Community 
Nursery School and Learning Center (10 
Academy St., Cold Spring) is hiring teacher 
assistants and substitutes for the upcoming 
school year. School hours are mornings 
beginning mid-September. All interested 
parties are asked to reach out by e-mail to 
communitynurseryschoolcs50@gmail.com.

CLEANING SERVICE — The Highlands Current 

is looking for an individual or service to clean 
our small office (about 48x15, plus kitchen 
and bathroom) on Main Street in Cold Spring 
twice a month, including kitchen and bathroom. 
Payment can include advertising credit if 
desired. Email editor@highlandscurrent.org.

CARPENTERS — Immediate full-time employment 
for experienced and skilled carpenters. Good 
pay and a great work environment for the 
right candidate. Looking for someone who 
has experience working with layout, blueprint 
reading and working with high-value materials. 
Positive attitude and good physical condition 
are a must. Starting salary $45/hr. Please send 
resume to: Maggie@rrshea.com.

SERVICES

HEALING BODYWORK — Featured in NY Magazine 
as “one of the 15 best massage therapists 
offering CranialSacral Therapy,” with a specialty 
in SomatoEmotional Release. In addition, I offer 
Swedish massage incorporating CranialSacral 

Therapy. Trained in Medical Massage, Process 
Acupuncture, Meditation and Foot Reflexology 
with over 30 years’ experience. Garrison and 
Ossining locations. House calls available. Call 
914-519-8138 or visit Joymatalon.com.

SKINCARE, HEALTH AND WELLNESS — Visit 
us for skin and hair rejuvenation services. We 
offer various options for individuals seeking hair 
regrowth, including Hair PRP Injections (Platelet 
Rich Plasma), Anteage MD Hair Solution and 
a Home Hair System, Hydrafacial Keravive, all 
designed to deliver optimal results. Visit us on 
Instagram @kierskin_(845.968.6222) and @
prohealthnpway (914.705.1207). Philipstown 
Square, 3182 Route 9, Suite 209, Cold Spring.

MARKETS

COLD SPRING — July 13 & Aug. 10. Over 50 
designers, makers, artisans and artists will 
be displaying and selling their amazing work. 
Free admission! Live music, food trucks and all 
happening on the beautiful grounds of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church. You can take the train to this 
event. Just a short walk. Dog friendly and rain or 
shine. For more info, go to HopsontheHudson.
com and click on Modern Makers Market.

Current Classifieds

TAG SALE? Car for sale? Space for rent? Help wanted? Place your ad here for $9.95. See highlandscurrent.org/classifieds.

NOTICE
The Philipstown Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on Monday, 
July 8th, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. at  
the Philipstown Town Hall,  
238 Main St., Cold Spring, NY.

If you are unable to join in 
person but would like to 
watch, the meeting will be 
livestreaming on youtube.com, 
search for Philipstown Zoning 
Board July 2024.

NOTICE
The Philipstown Conservation 
Board will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
July 9th, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Philipstown Town Hall, 238 
Main St., Cold Spring, NY.

If you are unable to join in 
person but would like to 
watch, the meeting will be 
livestreaming on youtube.
com, search for Philipstown 
Conservation Board July 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PHILIPSTOWN ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Public Hearing – July 8th, 2024

The Philipstown Zoning Board of Appeals for the Town of Philipstown, New York 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, July 8th, 2024 starting at 7:30 p.m. to hear the 
following appeal. The meeting will be held in person at the Philipstown Town Hall, 
238 Main St., Cold Spring, NY. 

Vasta, 9 Cliffside Court, Garrison, NY 10524, TM#82.20-2-38 
Applicant is seeking a variance for a driveway within steep slopes.

At said hearing all persons will have the right to be heard. Copies of the application, 
plat map, and other related materials may be seen in the Office of the Building 
Department, 2 Cedar Street, Cold Spring, New York or by visiting the following link 
on the Town of Philipstown website. 

https://sites.google.com/philipstown.com/townofphilipstown/june

Dated June 10th, 2024 Robert Dee, Chair of the Town of Philipstown Zoning Board of Appeals
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For interactive games and crossword answers, see highlandscurrent.org/puzzles.
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CrossCurrent
ACROSS

1. Mortgage again, for short
5. Carried out
8. Classic Fords
12. Golf bag item
13. King, in Cannes
14. Black-and-white cookie
15. Candidate
17. Texas city
18. Fall flowers
19. Activate
21. Wee bit
22. Elevator name
23. Enjoy the Alps
26. Family Guy daughter
28. “Have —!”
31. Teller’s partner
33. ’60s war zone
35. Canyon sound
36. Loses color
38. eBay offer
40. Badge metal
41. Computer debut of 1998

43. Wrong (Pref.)
45. Tranquil
47. Circular window
51. War god
52. Cancel a choice
54. Pudding variety
55. Greek H
56. Hardy cabbage
57. Deeds
58. Radiator sound
59. Lovers’ quarrel

DOWN

1. Morning co-host Kelly
2. Messes up
3. Yard fraction
4. Map within a map
5. City on the Elbe
6. Winter Games org.
7. “Same here”
8. Like some jeans
9. Cut across
10. 1920s art style

11. Anon
16. Baby carriage
20. Actress Hagen
23. Suntan lotion letters
24. Mauna —
25. Roundabout
27. Prattle
29. Sushi fish
30. Great weight
32. Archrivals
34. Brunch cocktails
37. — Diego
39. Monopoly cubes
42. Surrenders
44. Mopes
45. Poet Teasdale
46. Idle of Monty Python
48. Bound
49. Golden State sch.
50. Editor’s “keep it”
53. UFO crew

Puzzles

© 2024 King Features
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sudoCurrent WordLadder
Can you go from MODES to PETAL in 6 words? 
Change one letter for each rung in the ladder.

MODES

PETAL

WordsearCh

PALES 
PAVES 
CAVES 
CAGES 
CAGED 
RAGED
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The first time I opened the fridge at 
Cornell University’s Hudson Valley 
Research Laboratory, it was full of 

stink bugs.
This was a feature, not a bug (sorry). It 

was 2018, and the researchers were study-
ing ways to control the burgeoning invasive 
brown marmorated stink bugs, which were 
stored in dozens of round, clear containers. 
Some held stink bugs, and some held stink 
bugs and samurai wasps, which parasitize 
stink-bug eggs. 

Earlier this month, I returned to the lab 
in Highland and again opened the fridge. 
The stink bugs were gone. In their place 
were mesh containers with Ailanthus 
altissima plants (tree of heaven) and black 
beetles with white spots. The beetles would 
become the large, colorful spotted lantern-
fly that people are encouraged to squash.

“We want to know what the best conditions 
are for growing the insects,” said entomolo-
gist Andres Antolinez. “Once we master that, 
we’ll start testing” how to destroy them. 

Controlling spotted lanternflies is a rela-
tively new field of study. In Asia, parasitoid 
wasps, like samurai wasps and stink bugs, 
keep the population in check. Although 
praying mantises and assassin bugs will 
eat lanternflies, the insects have no natural 
predators in the U.S.

The spotted lanternfly showed up in 
Pennsylvania 10 years ago in a shipment of 
ornamental garden rocks. It feeds by suck-
ing sap from plants and smooth-barked 
trees. The forest managers I spoke with 
when the bugs invaded New York were 
terrified that they would devastate our 
maples and black walnuts.

The good news is that our forests can 

withstand lanternfly damage. Grape 
vines, however, are less resistant, 
which threatens the Hudson Valley 
wine industry. “You can lose 80 
percent of your crop,” said Antoli-
nez. “That’s a lot of money.” 

Lanternflies also like apples; the 
bugs secrete a sweet substance called 

honeydew that can turn into sooty mold, 
ruining the fruit. Antolinez worries 

that U-pickers might be turned off 
by swarms of enormous, winged 
insects spreading goo. 

Pesticides are an option, but they 
are expensive and attack beneficial 

insects. So the Cornell lab has been 

experimenting with low-tech solutions in 
its acres of grape and apple plantings.

Stepping outside, Antolinez showed me 
a contraption attached to tree of heaven 
near the parking lot: a plastic jar and net. I 
joked that the jar looked like the tubs that 
hold peanut butter-filled pretzel nuggets. 
“That’s exactly what they are,” he said. “You 
can buy a trap like this for $33. We make 
them ourselves for $7.” Antolinez said the 
traps catch hundreds of lanternflies a week.

There’s another peanut butter connection. 
Tree of heaven is the lanternfly’s favorite 
food and, like the bug itself, it’s an invasive. 
Gardeners are encouraged to dig it up, but 
the plant resembles native black walnuts 
and sumacs. To make sure it’s tree of heaven, 
Antolinez suggests crushing a leaf. If it reeks 
of rotten peanut butter, it’s tree of heaven.

One way to use tree of heaven against 
lanternflies is to plant a perimeter around a 
field of grape vines and only spray the tree of 
heaven with pesticides. But that can be risky, 
because tree of heaven spreads fast. Antolinez 
showed me another way: traps similar to the 
plastic-jar contraption, mounted on poles, with 
a mesh bag filled with diced tree of heaven 
trunks. Lanternflies are drawn to the pole, 
which is covered in sticky tape. A plastic cone 
over the tape minimizes the amount of other 
instincts or birds who might get ensnared.

Antolinez said the spotted lanternfly popu-
lation has exploded this year in Orange and 
Rockland counties and, although it seems 
to be lagging in Dutchess and Putnam, he 
believes the pest is hiding out in the deeply 
forested sections of the Highlands. Still, 
he’s optimistic it can be controlled. 

“We can’t go back,” he said. “It’s here to 
stay. But we can learn how to adapt.”

Out There

Spot the Pest
By Brian PJ Cronin

A lanternfly trap with tree of heaven in a mesh bagAndres Antolinez examines spotted lanternflies. Tree of heaven

Antolinez shows off a $7 spotted lanternfly trap. Photos by B. Cronin


