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Notes from the 
Cold Spring 
Village Board 
Andrew Hall appointed as 
interim trustee
By Michael Turton

After the Cold Spring Village Board accepted 
Trustee Eliza Starbuck’s resignation at its 
Wednesday (July 23) meeting, Mayor Kath-
leen Foley appointed Andrew Hall to fill the 
vacant seat until the term ends on Dec. 1.

Hall and John “Tony” Bardes will appear 
on the November ballot unopposed to fill 
the seats held by Starbuck and Aaron Frei-
mark, who did not seek re-election. Foley is 
also running unopposed for mayor. 

Before appointing Hall, Foley described 
Starbuck as “a workhorse,” especially 
during the trustee’s first term, underlin-
ing “the huge amount of hours” she spent 
developing the paid parking program.

Foley added she was sorry that “our board 
did not operate as smoothly as it might have” 
during Starbuck’s second term, a period 
sometimes marked by tense exchanges 
between the mayor, Starbuck and Freimark.

After Hall was sworn in and took his 
seat, he said he sees his role in part as 
“an explainer and a communicator.” Even 
when there are differences among board 
members, “there can at least be a shared and 
respectful mutual understanding,” he said.

In other business …
 ¢ Foley appointed Deputy Clerk Kelly Pologe 

as interim clerk-treasurer to succeed Greg 
Henson, who resigned July 18. He had held 
the position since May 2024. In an email to 
The Current, Foley described Henson’s depar-
ture as “amicable,” adding that he had moved 
on to a “new professional opportunity.”  

 ¢ The board hired Theresa Crawley, the 
former Philipstown deputy clerk, as a part-
time village clerk for 40 days.

 ¢ The board accepted audits of the Justice 
Court conducted by trustees Laura Bozzi 
and Tweeps Phillips Woods for 2023-24 and 
2024-25. 

 ¢ The board renewed the village’s general 
liability insurance, which has an annual 
premium of $126,745.

 ¢ The board approved a request from 
the Spring Brook Condominium Associ-
ation to waive a $778 late fee on a water 
bill. Foley said it wasn’t a request that the 
village would usually consider, but noted 
that the association had agreed to an ease-
ment for the Fair Street drainage project 
and incurred legal fees in doing so. “They 
really helped us in a bind,” she said. 

 ¢ The board is considering a request from 
Bonnie Charm Inc. to shoot fashion photos 
in the village on Aug. 5. 

 ¢ A public hearing is scheduled for Aug. 13 
regarding revisions to Village Code by repeal-
ing Chapter 93 on recycling; revising Chap-
ter 59 on littering; adopting Chapter 58 on 

garbage, recycling and yard-waste collection; 
and repealing and replacing Chapter 27 on 
the Recreation Commission. The proposed 
revisions are posted at highlandscurrent.org.

 ¢ During the July 23 meeting, the board 
went into closed session for a discussion 
of “information relating to current/future 
police investigation.”
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L ET T E R S A N D C OM M E N T S

Village Board
What I appreciate most about Trustee 

Eliza Starbuck was her willingness to take 
on the hard stuff, like the Fjord Trail, with-
out shutting anyone out (“Cold Spring 
Trustee Resigns,” July 18). She always 
made space for different perspectives and 
worked to bring people to the table, even 
when the conversations were tough. 

Eliza didn’t just go along to get along, 
she asked questions, pushed for better 
answers and made sure the community’s 
voice was part of the process. Whether 
it was asking me tough questions, or 
taking on the parking plan, Main Street 
improvements or those early Fjord Trail 
meetings when things were still evolving, 
she showed that leadership isn’t about 
always agreeing or having the loud-
est voice. It’s about listening, including 
people, and doing the work to find the 
best path forward.

Thank you, Eliza, for your steady, 
thoughtful and inclusive leadership. 
You’ve made a real difference. I look 
forward to our continued conversations 
about this place we call home.

Nancy Montgomery, Philipstown
Montgomery is a Putnam County legis-

lator whose district includes Cold Spring.

Another important issue Eliza tackled 

was the trolley. The county has built on 
her work, and now the trolley has a route 
and schedule that are reliable and help-
ful to all. No more ghost trips to Beacon 
or haphazard timetables. Thank you for 
your service, Eliza.

Dar Williams, Cold Spring

Dutchess Mall
Someone please turn it into a roller 

rink (“Dutchess Mall Plan Delayed 
Again,” July 18)!

Katie Gulley, via Facebook

It would have been a great spot for 
Costco. A warehouse? What a waste.

Steven Saltzman, via Facebook

I can’t believe this property right off 
Interstate 84 cannot be turned into some-
thing big. Build an Imax, a concert hall or 
a sports arena.

Jason Verzi, via Facebook

(Continued from Page 4)

caption

Correction
A story in the July 18 issue stated that 
the term of Cold Spring Trustee Eliza 
Starbuck would have ended Dec. 31. 
In fact, it would have ended Dec. 1. 
The trustee appointed to complete her 
term will serve until that date.

President Donald Trump and the Repub-
lican Party attempts to retain control of 
the House in next year’s midterm elections. 
Lawler told “Fox and Friends” on Wednes-
day that running for reelection was “the 
right thing to do for me and my family and 
my district. Keeping the House majority is 
critical if we are going to continue to move 
this economy in the right direction.”

Lawler is one of few Republicans who won 
a seat in 2024 in a district won by the Demo-
cratic presidential nominee, Kamala Harris. 
He is coming off a successful fight to raise 
the federal income tax deduction for state 
and local taxes, a significant pocketbook 
issue in New York state. The federal budget 
bill enacted by the president last month 
raised the cap to $40,000 for the next five 
years; it had been capped at $10,000 as part 
of Trump’s first-term tax overhaul.

Lawler held a series of sometimes raucous 
town halls this year at a time when Republi-
cans were being advised to skip the forums 
that were drawing angry questions about 
Trump’s agenda. The president endorsed 
Lawler in May, calling him “a strong cham-
pion and highly effective representative” in 
a post on his Truth Social platform.

Hochul, a former lieutenant governor, 
assumed the governor’s seat in 2021 after 
Andrew Cuomo resigned. She was elected 
in 2022. She also faces a challenge from her 
own lieutenant governor, Antonio Delgado.

Seven Democratic candidates have 
launched campaigns to unseat Lawler, 
and Axios reported earlier this month that 
Maloney is contemplating a return. The 
candidates are:

 ¢ Peter Chatzky, a tech company founder 
and village trustee in Briarcliff Manor;

 ¢ Cait Conley, a 2007 West Point graduate 
from Orange County who is former direc-
tor of counterterrorism for the National 
Security Council; 

 ¢ Beth Davidson, a Rockland County legis-
lator;

 ¢ Effie Phillips-Staley, a Tarrytown 
trustee who is a nonprofit executive;

 ¢ Jessica Reinmann, who founded the 
nonprofit 914Cares in Westchester County; 

 ¢ Mike Sacks, a lawyer and former TV 
journalist from Westchester; and 

 ¢ John Sullivan, a former FBI intelligence 
analyst who lives in Rockland County. 

As of June 30, Lawler had raised $2.8 
million for his campaign, according to the 
Federal Election Commission. Among the 
Democrats, Davidson had raised $855,000 
and Conley $815,000. In April, the Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Commit-
tee said it focus on 35 House districts held 
by Republicans nationally in 2026 in an 
attempt to regain control of the House. The 
only New York district on its list is Lawler’s.

The Associated Press contributed reporting.

Lawler (from Page 1)
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